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SHOW YOUR STATE PRIDE!
Our original True Texan T-shirt is made

of 100= certified organic Texas-grown

cotton. Garment dyed with low impact

pimrrnent dyes. Minimal shrink.
Available in adult sizes S-XXL.
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PANHANDLE SKY T-SHIRT
38293. .$24.95

shop.texashighways.c

800-839-49
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UpFRONT
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WHERE
WE'LL
BE NEXT
MONTH:

I

Claus With a Cause

Oh, the places we will go this season-shoppingfor this and that, holiday partying here and
there, up the attic ladder for lights and orna-
ments, and back to the store for more.

But where to go to catch that Christmas

spirit? Across the state, holiday memories await at Christmas

tree farms, ice-skating rinks, lighting displays, Las Posadas

processions, and plentiful parades, pageants, and plays. Un-

wrap a few of our favorite Yuletide travel ideas in this issue,

from Galveston's Winter Wonder Island, with its Dickensian

spin on the season, to Amarillo Botanical Gardens aglow. And

who can resist the architectural gems in Waxahachie's "Gin-

gerbread City" this-or any-time of year?

Seeking some Christmas merriment while drafting this

column on a 95-degree day in October, I checked in with

Chuck Lee of Ovilla, who we first met in last November's spe-
cial "Makers" issue. Chunk, who crafts custom banjos in his

backyard workshop-some 710 of the pickin' instruments to

date-says, "You can't be sad playing the banjo." He and his

wife, Tamara, also sprBand cheer playing the roles of Santa

and Mrs. Claus at special events during the season, includ-

ing a standing gig at Dallas' Plaza at Preston Center on Sat-

urdays in December.

VWHFR1E TO FIN US
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.
Find us on Facebooh and Twitter.

We'll ring in 2016
with a ramble on
US 90, acas

S Judge Roy
Bean country,
_d the co
at Fort Clark

Springs. See
San Antonio then
and now through
the eyes of noted
writers, mai. a
rn ldi detour
o the Texas M

cians Mus um ffn
h-ving. and take
a nostalgic cruise
on Route 66.
A nr ook 3o k

your Main Street
favorites-cominq
up next year!

ANY TIPS ON THESE
SPOTS? LET US KNOW ON
FACEBOOK, TWITTER,
OR INSTAGRAM

And throughout the year, the Christ-
massy couple has spirit to spare as mem-

bers of the Lone Star Santas (www.

lonestarsantas.org). The nonprofit orga-

nization, made up of volunteer Clauses,

elves, and other helpers, provides "Love,
Hope, Joy ... and Toys, all wrapped in a

big Santa hug" to children affected by
natural disasters, no matter the season.

FEMA- and Red Cross-approved, the

LSS takes its Convoy of Toys (made up

of donations) where the need strikes in

Texas and beyond.

"Mom and Dad have possibly lost

everything, so what the child is going
through may not be top of mind at the
moment," says Chuck. "We're here to tell

that child 'I care about you, and I want

to meet your needs."' After the Memo-

rial Day floods this year, some 60 mem-

bers of the Lone Star Santas set up in

Wimberley and San Marcos to welcome

hundreds of children from families who

had lost their homes. Each child could

choose several toys, stuffed animals,

and sweet treats, and perhaps glean a

little hope for brighter days ahead.
"This group of big-hearted men and

women has a tremendous, terrific mis-

sion," Chuck says of the Lone Star San-

tas. "I have lived in other parts of the

country, and Texans have a heart like

no other."

Now that's the spirit.

Jill Lawless, Editor
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Experience Fort Worth Hospitality while enjoying the lights and sounds

of the holidays in Sundance Square and throughout the city.

Saddle Up. See Fort Worth, Texas.

Plan your trip now at FortWorth.com FORT WORTH

Sun-zance Square, Downtown
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7) Merge
Clean the plate for pie anc fruitcake

8) Scenic Route
When there's snow, there's sledding

DRIVE
11) Texas Wild
A Davis Mountains horseback adventure

15) Detour
The story of Waco's incogli:o novelist

18) Souvenir
History in stitches: The posy Collection

20) Texas Family
Amarillo's Christmas Garden of Lights
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23) Drink
Mintade at Houston's Local Foods

27) Eat
The Mexican-food Barrons of Tyler

30) Travel
Camel lore at Camp Verde General Store

33) Next Weekend
A holiday getaway to Waxahachie

69) True Texas
Galveston's new Bryan Museum

75) Events
The holiday season is no time to rest

83) Daytripper
Hanging with the whoopers in Rockport

84) Travel Matters
Treat yourself to travel, big or small

85) Rear View
One little junco on a snowy fence
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Some images in this issue
are available as prints in two
distinctive f-rmats. For more
information, all toll-free
866/962-o91 or visit www
texashighwaysprints.com.
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H! G FH W Y A January snowfall

Wnter Wondc' mutes the celebrated
Window vista from the
Chisos Basin at Big Bend
National Park. Photo
0 Kathy Adams Clark
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in Galveston's Bryan Museum
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MERGE
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

X A SI do believe thefork nicked H , G H WA Y S?

the screen on my iPad. UU I U
MILE- HIGH PIES :,CHKCKEN-FRIED GOODNESS

Dang that loos tasty. +~DADIETBOJIYBRESTSYE E

RAUL RUIZ, Kuwait City

l

OUR
FAVORITE
SOCIAL
MEDIA
OF THE
MONTH...

Ii
Got our Comfort
Food copy, and we
intend to eat our
way across Texas!
Celeste
Hardy Newton,

Liberty

My grandma was
known for her deli-
cious holaches.
Wish I had learned
to make them.
S.A. Williamson,
Gonzales

I view this
#TxTop40 list
of best burgers
as more of a
To Do list.
Leann, Guzman,

@LDFGuzman

Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram

Taste Memories
"Let Them Eat Fruitcake"

[November] brought back many

happy memories. My grand-

father, Lewis Griffin (Grif)
Compton, worked at the Collin

Street Bakery when it was

actually on Collin Street, from

1896 until his death in 1956.
All the grandkids waited excit-
edly to see him walking across

the high school football field
to his house on Fifth Avenue

across from the water tower.

He carried big white sacks full

of bakery goodies like cookies

and ladyfingers. Even as kids

we all loved the fruitcake he

brought home. His pictures

hang in the hallway of the

Corsicana I-45 location. Fond

memories!

DR. PETER HARVEY

Wichita Falls

The Resaca City
I really loved your October

story about the Rio Grande

Valley resacas. Hopefully,
next time you will include our

resaca in San Benito, Resaca

de los Fresnos. The resaca

gave our small community its

nickname-"San Benito, the

Resaca City"-not because San

Benito has many resacas, but

because of the lone, beautiful

resaca that flows through the

whole community. The resaca's

main purpose is to provide

water for crop irrigation and

human consumption. But it is

also the habitat for an abun-

dance of wildlife and a scenic

backyard for hundreds of fami-

lies who reside along it. It's

also now home to the Heavin

Resaca Trails, great for recre-

ation, exercise, and tourism.

VICTOR G. TREVINO

San Benito

Fredericksburg Fan
Thanks to a couple of articles

in Texas Highways, I spent the

loveliest five days wine-tasting

'7/////

and visiting museums in Fred-

ericksburg at the beginning

of September. The Cotton Gin

Village B&B and the Cabernet
Grill were beyond lovely, and

I enjoyed them alone!
I spent mornings at the

museums (Admiral Nimitz

Museum and the National

Museum of the Pacific War)

and one morning at the LBJ

Ranch. The LBJ Texas White
House tour was really interest-

ing. The afternoons I spent

wine-tasting. I hardly made a

dent in the numerous wineries

in the area, so I will have to go

back. Texas Highways fires up

the imagination and kindles

the wanderlust!

DONNA HANNA

Rowlett

READERS RECOMMEND

A Mammoth Experience
The Waco Mammoth site is very impressive. We learned a lot
on our visit. It's definitely worth people's time!

HOLLY THIEDE DANIEL. Newarlk. Texas

The Waco Mammoth National Monument preserves the

discovery site of 67,000-year-old Columbian mammoth fossils.

Located at 6220 Steinbeck Dr. in Waco, the site opens Tue-Fri

11-5 and Sat 9-5. Call 254/750-7946; www.nps.gov/waco.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to:
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
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320 45' 18.39" N
960 51' 21.76" W

Prairies
and Lakes

With accumulated

snowfall, this hill
near the corner of

North Hampton and
North Plymouth roads
in Dallas' Stevens
Park Golf Course

draws fun-seekers.

When it's not snowing,
nearby scenic walks

lure joggers and
walkers. The 1.25-mile

Coombs Creek Trail

leads east from the

golf course through
Kessler Parkway Park

along a pecan- and oak-

shaded path, where

wildflowers bloom

in spring. Farther to

the east, the 4.6-mile
Trinity Skyline Trail
provides hikers and

bikers with views of

the Trinity River and

downtown Dallas.

For more information

on scenic trails in Dallas,

visit www.dallasparks.

org/149/Trails.
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This year, spend the holidays

where the heart is.

Ready to spread tidings of comfort and joy? Stop by College Station's Christmas in the

Park, pick up handmade stocking stuffers from the Holiday Vendor Village, and

celebrate the season at the 89th annual BCS Christmas Parade. And no holiday

getaway would be complete without a visit to Santa's Wonderland, where s'mores, train
rides, and selfies with the big n-an himself await. There's nothing like being home for

the holidays, but celebrating in Bryan College Station comes pretty close.

visitaggieland.com

BRYAN
COLLEGE
STATION



TEXAS WILD DETOUR SOUVENIR TEXAS FAMILY

TEXAS WILD

A Real Cowboy
Experience

ADVENTURES ON HORSEBACK
IN WEST TEXAS

text by CLAYTON MAXWELL

DECEMBER 2015 1 texashighways.com 11
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Though you
will not be

running cattle
like a real

cowboy does,
you will ride

hard and per-
haps walk a bit

bowlegged
after the
first day.

/

/

/
/
/
/
/

/
/

/

HAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT THIS RANCH,"
says horseback guidE Missy Cantrell as a wasp

lands on the wide brim of her cowboy hat, "is

the stewardship of the land. The owners are

maintaining the integrity of a working cattle
ranch when fewer and fewer ranches are rais-

ing cattle." As I look west over the rolling

blue and green mountain ridges toward Fort

Davis-an awe-inducing view comparable to that from Big Bend's South Rim-I un-

derstand why stewarding this corner of paradise would be near to Cantrell's hEart.

Cantrell, her friend Margaret O'Donnell, and I are having a picnic lunch at 6,500

feet, on the rocky red tip of a mountain named Barbara's Point on the private Koker-

not 06 Ranch. The white dome of the McDonald Observatory sits at eye level in the

distance, and Mount Livermore, one of the highest peaks in Zexas, looms big and

blue on the horizon. We trotted about eight miles from base camp on three able horses

to get here-a breathtaking if perhaps bottom-bruising experience for inexperienced

riders like me-and the gourmet picnic lunch Cantrell has totcd along in her saddle

bags is a delicious complement to the wild world around us.

Spend just a few hours with Cantrell out on this land, and you can tell it has seeped

12 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015

U

TEXAS HORSEBACK
ADVENTURES
offers rides on the pri-
vate Kokernot 06 Ranch,
which sprawls across

Jeff Davis and Brewster

counties. Prices start at

$220 per person for an

all-day ride with lunch
to $2,000 for a five-day/

four-night adventure.

Longer trips can be

arranged, too. See

www.texashorse

backadventures.com.

PHOTO: E. Dan Klepper



deep down in her bones. The names of

plants and places-Wild Rose Can-

yon, Blue Mountain, firecracker bush,
devil's claw-roll off her tongue like a
West Texas poem. She is attuned to see

things that would evade the unaccus-

tomed eye: a raven's attack of a songbird,

the mandibles of a beetle, fallen antlers

that she and O'Donnell call "sheds."

When we pause for a view over a can-

yon, she spots a herd of aoudads, which

are goat-like ungulates from North Af-

rica. "They aren't winding us," she says,

continuing the cowboy lingo, "so they

don't know we are here." Even though

she grew up in the Piney Woods of East
Texas, Cantrell, who has been living

and riding in the region since the mid-
'90s, is a West Texas girl to her core.

As the founder of Texas Horseback

Adventures, she is also the sole guide on

this magnificent family-owned cattle

ranch, a place so rich in natural beauty

that it's hard to not grab my camera from

the saddle bag at every new turn. But

wielding a camera while riding on rocky

ledges through canyons is no simple mat-

ter for an amateur rider like me. Riding

with Cantrell is not a mellow trail ride

of the dude-ranch variety; Texas Horse-

back Adventures seeks to convey the

real cowboy experience. While Cantrell

is a charismatic and capable guide who

can accommodate riders of most skill

levels, from serious equestrians to oc-

casional vacation riders like myself, her

outfit is not for the faint of heart. And

though you will not be running cattle

like a real cowboy does, you will ride

hard and perhaps walk a bit bowlegged

after the first day. You will also likely feel

so wonderfully fatigued at day's end that

it will be hard to keep your eyes open too

long after dark, no matter how pretty the

West Texas stars are.

Of course, real cowboys seldom have

chefs as talented as Cantrell prepar-

ing them gourmet meals. Cantrell is

a consummate cowgirl, but she is also

a thoughtful hostess-she considers

every detail to make sure you are get-

ting the most out of this adventure. In

the morning, as soon as I emerge stiffly

gtows.

,...one o the Lcne Star s ag;z~e
- Wine Spectator

- '9 

A It It

DECEMBER 2015 I tezshighways.com 13

i i 4'

t

r u-

f



TEXAS WILD

from my canvas teepee, which feels
slightly luxurious thanks to a cow skin
rug and a reading lamp, Cantrell hands
me a strong cup of cowboy coffee. And
as soon as we return from our ride and

we've finished untacking the horses,
she has an ice-cold beer or favorite bev-
erage at the ready-and every cowboy
knows that there's nothing better after a

long ride than that first sip of something
cold and refreshing.

Cantrell operates her gourmet
kitchen from an antique field officer's
desk that she calls her "chuck box." It
holds spices, cloth napkins, a corkscrew,
and everything else needed for a per-
fect campfire meal. For dinner, we sit
at a linen-covered picnic table and savor

K4
K (l

14 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015

every bite of our rib-eyes and perfectly
baked sweet potatoes seasoned with sea

salt, watching a lightning storm flash-
ing across the darkening sky.

Riding with Cantrell
is not a mellow trail
ride of the dude-ranch
variety; Texas Horseback
Adventures seeks to
convey the real cowboy
experience.

Throughout our meals and rides,

Cantrell and O'Donnell speak of ranch
life-of penning cattle, cutting horses,
and the fall and spring "works" (the
cowboy word for the cattle roundups).
They talk about how hard it is to make
a living as a working cowboy and how,

since some of the ranches have shrink-
ingremudas (the Spanish word for herds
of working horses), many of the cowboys

bring their own string of horses, as well

as a few colts they are working with. I

get the sense that they are speaking the

language of a real, romanticized cow-

boy life, one that might be quickly fad-
ing. "Being out here is a grounding ex-

perience for most people," says Cantrell.
"They always tell me they wish they
had one more day. But they leave with

a sense of empowerment in having ex-

panded their outdoors experience."
On the first morning of our two-day

ride, we crested a peak called Madrone
Hill, and the sudden 360-degree view

of the West Texas landscape was so
staggering it brought on tears. To see

the vastness of our state in such an un-

tamed setting can make you want to

throw your hands up in the air in a kind

of joyful salute. Riding with Cantrell
and a small party of other riders gave

me the chance to experience this land
from a place of quiet reverence-mov-

ing through prairies and canyons, juni-

per bush and agave, ascending to views

that left me with an enduring sense of

awe. Happily, Cantrell has made it her

life's work to take us there. *
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The Great Wacoan Novel
MADISON COOPER JR.'S SIRONIA, TEXAS

text by Michael Barr

71
HE HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
made history in 1952 with the publica-

tion of a novel called Sironia, Texas. At

840,000 words. the book's two volumes

made up what was believed to be the

longest novel in the English language

at the time, dwarfing both Gone with

the Wind (500,000 words) and War and
Peace (670,000 words).

Sironia and its multigenerational tale of early 20th-Cen-

tury Southern aristocracy made a national stir as a New York

Times bestseller and winner of the Houghton Mifflin Literary

Fellowship Award. But nowhere did the novel garner as much

attention as in Waco. the hometown of the book's reclusive

author, Madison Cooper Jr., who had written the entire 1,731

pages in secret.

From the day it
was published,
many Wacoans

believed the
setting to
be a thinly
disguised

version of their
town with
characters

based on real
Waco citizens.

Born into a prominent Waco family

in 1894, Cooper attended high school in
Waco and graduated from thD Univer-

sity of Texas at Austin with an English

degree before serving as an infantry

captain in World War I. After the war,
he returned to Waco to work in his fa-

ther's wholesale grocery business. His

office was a cramped, low-ceilinged

compartment on the third floor of his

parents' home on Waco's privileged

Austin Avenue.

Now the home of the Cooper Foun-

dation, the 1907 Cooper House is open
for tours by appointment. Madison

Cooper Sr. and his wife Martha Roane
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Cooper spared no expense when they

built the stately mansion with Corin-
thian columns, leaded glass windows,
and a wrap-around porch as wide as a

country lane. Immaculately restored

in 1985 and listed in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, the house has

molded ceilings, period furniture, and

oak pocket doors that reflect early

20th-Century Southern elegance.

Pictures and artifacts throughout

the house give visitors a glimpse of a

half-century of Cooper family life. Pho-

tos of Madison Sr. and Martha adorn

the stairwell, and a portrait of Madi-

son Jr. in his World War I uniform sits

on a small table. In an upstairs room,
a framed print by William Barss, who

contributed illustrations to Sironia,
depicts the fictional Texas town. Best

of all, the attic office where Cooper Jr.

wrote the book is just as he left it. An

open checkbook sits on the battered

I
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MORE ON MADISON COOPER JR.
- Learn more about Madison Cooper Jr.

in the biography Madison Cooper,
written by Marion Travis and published

by Word Inc. in 1971.

Madison Cooper Jr. is buried in the

Cooper family plat at Oakwood

Cemetery in Waco-Block 8, Lot 25-

marked by a large granite cross and a

marble angel. The cemetery is at 2124

S. 5th St. in Waco. Call 254/754-1631;
www.oakwoodwaco.com.

table he used for a desk. A faded 1956
calendar hangs on the wall next to a

rusty pea-green filing cabinet.
It's this dusty, claustrophobic, third-

floor cubicle that draws the attention
of most anyone who has ever dreamed
of writing the great American novel.
Alone in his office, Cooper began writ-

ing Sironia, Texas in 1941. He wrote se-
cretly, between appointments, manag-
ing various business enterprises while
writing the world's longest novel.

Cooper pulled off such a feat because
he was a man of precise habits, living
by a strict schedule of work, exercise,
and relaxation. He timed his appoint-
ments-the kitchen timer is now dis-
played in a second-floor office of the

Cooper House-and when the timer
went off, the meeting was over. He only
answered the phone between 8 and 11
in the morning. He turned out the lights
every night at five minutes to 11 and was

asleep on the hour.

Yet Cooper defied easy categoriza-
tion. The New York Times, covering
Cooper's book in 1952 and his death a
few years later, described the lifelong

bachelor as a self-proclaimed playboy.
And on its website, the Cooper Founda-
tion recounts an inconspicuous figure

on the streets of Waco: "Around town,
most often on foot, Cooper usually wore

baggy khaki pants, an old, plaid flan-
nel shirt, if it were cool, an equally an-

cient sweater and shoes that had been

repaired so many times they were past

help. When he was on business, Cooper

carried a battered, leather briefcase con-

taining records on rents he needed to

collect, business he had to conduct that

day and, almost always, a list of books
he intended to check out of the library
on the way home."

Cooper's epic novel describes the de-

cline of the old Southern aristocracy

in fictional Sironia and the rise of the

merchant class in the first two decades
of the 20th Century. The transition

was not always smooth or pretty. Siro-

nia had more than its share of murder,
mayhem, sex, romance, racism, and

haughty behavior. Cooper insisted that

16 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015
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Sironia was an imaginary place, but
from the day it was published, many
Wacoans believed the setting to be a

thinly disguised version of their town
with characters based on real Waco cit-
izens. Cooper may have based the char-

acter Calvin Thaxton on Governor Pat

Neff (who also served as Baylor Univer-

sity president) and the Southern Patri-
ots on the Ku Klux Klan, according to
an account in The Handbook of Texas. It
was once a popular Waco parlor game

to guess the characters' true identities.

Reviews for Sironia, Texas were

mixed in the fall of 1952. The Chicago
Tribune declared it "something of a mas-
terpiece," while the Wichita Eagle called
it "a simple novel on a sustained, shallow

level." The New YorkPost rated it "several

notches above Gone With The Wind." But

most New York critics blasted it, claim-
ing its notoriety came more from its

length than from its artistic quality.

Still, the book was a New York Times

bestseller for 11 weeks before fading
quickly. A hefty $10 price tag hampered
sales. Another problem was timing.

The book's publication coincided with
the release of a number of classics, in-

cluding The Old Man and the Sea by Er-
nest Hemingway, East of Eden by John
Steinbeck, The Caine Mutiny by Her-
man Wouk, and Giant by Edna Ferber.
Few novels could stand up to that kind
of competition.

Cooper seemed to take it all in stride.
He even published a second novel in

1955. The Haunted Hacienda, at 303

pages, was a short story by Cooper's

standards. Most critics were not kind to

The Haunted Hacienda, and sales were

disappointing.
Then on September 28, 1956, Madison

Cooper left home to run a mile at Waco's

Municipal Stadium as part of his regular

exercise routine. When he did not return

on time, his housekeeper knew some-

thing was wrong. Cooper was never late.

He was found slumped over the wheel of
his Packard in the stadium parking lot,
dead of a heart attack at age 62.

Cooper's will directed that his liter-
ary files be burned, perhaps to shield
the friends who inspired his fictional
characters, and that all correspondence

be destroyed, so as not to embarrass his
women friends. He left his entire $3
million estate to the Cooper Foundation
with proceeds earmarked for the better-
ment of Waco. To date the Cooper Foun-
dation has dispersed more than $24 mil-

lion, including grants to Big Brothers
and Big Sisters, the City of Waco Animal
Shelter, the Methodist Children's Home,
and the YMCA of Central Texas. *

1 THE COOPER FOUNDATION
offers tours of the Cooper House,

located at 1801 Austin Ave., by

appointment. Call 254/754-0315;
www.cooperfdn.org.
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Stitching the Alamo
THE POSY COLLECTION'S NEEDLEWORK KITS

text by Michelle Burgess

HE RECENT BESTOWING OF WORLD
Heritage Site status to San Antonio's
five missions-the first attractions in
Texas to receive this honor-has en-
sured an increase in the city's already
steady pilgrimage of visitors. And while
touring the missions calls for a certain
reverence, selecting a souvenir in the

gift shop afterwards need not require such gravitas.
And yet ... do you really want to visit these Texas icons and

then settle for a dinky refrigerator magnet? A flimsy post-
card? A fragile coffee mug?

Consider instead the Posy Collection's Tex-centric needle-
work kits. Available at about a dozen parks and historic sites
across the state, including the Alamo gift shop, the kits allow
visitors to prolong the travel experience and to imbue a little
bit of themselves into their keepsakes.

0-
- \
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"REMEMBER
THE ALAMO"
REDWORK KIT
is for sale at the

Bullock Texas State

History Museum in

Austin and at other

sites across the state.

For information on
other designs

and a list of places

where the collection

is sold, see www.

posycollection.com.
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The brainchild of former school-
teacher Posy Lough, The Posy Collec-
tion launched nearly 33 years ago when
Lough decided to start a business that
would play to her interest in crafting

and allow her to stay home to raise her
son. She and her family were living in
Virginia at the time, and their home
was near Thomas Jefferson's Monti-
cello estate, which she visited in hopes
of convincing the gift shop to carry
items from her fledgling crafts busi-
ness. Of the many things Lough pitched
to buyers, the needlework kits piqued
the strongest interest.

In the ensuing years, Lough has fo-
cused on her husband and son as well
as her business, becoming a savvy en-

trepreneur along the way. Today, she op-

erates out of an office in the Round Rock
home she and her family moved into in
late 2014. Since the move, Lough has
thoroughly embraced life as a Texan
and reveled in her needlework design
ideas-more than 1,000 designs depict-
ing everything from Nativity scenes and

Rosie the Riveter to

d 1

Remember the Alamo

two

r blue

Tex

depi

70 Te
which
ing on

Bus

boomi

home sta

cats in Shakespear-

ean collars and na-
tional parks.

For fans of Texas
history and iconog-
raphy, The Posy Col-
lection delivers a
wide assortment of
Texas-themed kits.

Lough produces a
couple of designs
featuring Austin's

Mexican free-tailed

bats, a COME AND
TAKE IT flag, and

a pattern depicting

Longhorns in a field of

bonnets. She also makes

as flag kits and several

actions of the Alamo-

exas-themed kits in all,
h sell for $10-$25 depend-
size and complexity.

iness, Lough says, is
ng. "I am loving our new

te," she says, "and am
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hy



learning more about Texas history. I

love the Texas spirit."
All of Lough's kits are dreamed up and

designed in conjunction with her sister
and several other artists, then marketed

from her home office. The Lone Star-

inspired kits join a bevy of patriotic de-

signs, including those that Lough cre-
ated for the George Bush Presidential
Library and Museum in College Sta-

tion. Lough's most active account is with
the Bullock Texas State History Mu-
seum gift shop in Austin, which does

brisk business selling The Posy Collec-

tion kits to seasoned cross-stitchers and

novices alike.

"Our redwork kits use a very easy
embroidery stitch," Lough says.

"They are perfect for beginners. "

Lough says that while most of those

who pick up her kits have at least a pass-
ing familiarity with needle-and-thread
handcrafts, some projects are easier

than others for the uninitiated.

"Our redwork kits use a very easy

embroidery stitch," she says. "They are

perfect for beginners. Doing one of these

gives them the confidence to move on to

more challenging projects."

Which means that the kit featuring
a young boy and girl in front of the Al-

amo-a design that is both retro and
timeless-is manageable even for un-

practiced stitchers like myself. Because

it is stitched with red thread only, the
"Remember The Alamo" redwork kit is

very forgiving. And the finished prod-
uct is meant to be a bit primitive-look-

ing, which is perfect for those of us who

regard sewing on a button as the pin-

nacle of our needlework accomplish-

ments so far. When completed, "Re-

member The Alamo" can be framed,

turned into a pillow, or displayed sev-

eral other ways.

Judging by this fledgling stitcher's
painfully slow current pace, my attempt

may not be completed for another year.

But no matter. After all, the Alamo-

like the timeless craft of needlework-

isn't going anywhere. *

THROUGH
JANUARY 31
2016

Nicklen shares his
unique perspective
of fragile
environments in
some of the iciest
places on earth.
Produced and toured
by the National
Geographic Society.
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A High Plains
Holiday Illuminated
LIGHTS AT THE AMARILLO BOTANICAL GARDENS

text by Russell Graves

T'S 30 MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET AND THE
crowd outside the gates of the Amarillo Botanical
Gardens is stirring with anticipation. Tens of thou-

sands of Christmas lights string the garden's four-

and-a-half acres, providing a colorful backdrop for

at least three photographers who've entered early
to shoot family portraits and a small video crew

filming a model's promotional portfolio.
"The people in Amarillo and the surrounding area really

get excited about the lights," says Kevin Ball, executive direc-
tor of the Gardens. "Some pecple even come out to see them

multiple times in a season."

Originally founded in the late 1940s as the Amarillo Garden
Club, the Amarillo Botanical Gardens draws visitors through-

out the year with its tropical plant conservatory, butterfly gar-

den, xeriscaping, and an amphitheater that hosts a musical

series in the warmer months. Located in Amarillo's Medical

"Everything
outdoors is
planted so
that people
can come and
seethe many
things they
didn't realize
can thrive in
this climate."

AMARILLO
BOTANICAL GARDENS
is at 1400 Streit Dr. The
Christmas Garden of Lights

runs 6-8 p.m. Nov. 28-Dec.

19. Admission by donation.

A special preview on Nov.27

is limited to 500 guests;
tickets are $10 for visitors

age 13 and up. Call 806/
352-6513; www.amarillo
botanicalgardens.org.

Center Park, the Botanical Gardens

even hosted 82 weddings in 2014. But

it's the dazzling Christmas Garden of
Lights that attracts the bulk of visitors

and introduces the site to a new audi-
ence each year.

The Botanical Gardens launched its

Christmas lights display six years ago

as a one-night event. In 2013, it length-

ened the light display to two weeks,
drawing more than 23,000 people. Vis-

itation more than doubled in 2014 to

53,000, which made up more than half

of the Gardens' total attendance for the
year. This year, the Botanical Gardens

is increasing the display to three weeks

and stringing more than 200,000 lights
across the facility-an all-time high.

Ironically, this flurry of activity takes
place when most of the Gardens' plant

life is dormant, having already been

20 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015
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exposed to the Panhandle's freezing

winter temperatures. The Gardens'
primary purpose, Ball says, is to show-
case plants that thrive in the semi-arid
climate of the High Plains. You'll find
prickly pear and cholla cactus in the

Cactus Garden; bald cypress trees in

the Japanese Garden; agave and Texas
sage in the High Plains garden; climb-
ing roses in the Monet Garden; and
mesquite trees in the Palo Duro Gar-

den. "Everything outdoors is planted
so that people can come and see the

many things they didn't realize can

thrive in this climate," he says. "We try

to live true to the climate here as much
as possible."

Though the trees and shrubs are

mostly bare in December, their trunks

and branches sparkle with multicolor

LED lights during the display, as do the
buildings and walkways throughout
the Botanical Gardens. In the Monet

Garden, archways hold thousands of

lights where blooming roses typically
grow in spring and fall. The resulting
tunnel is a popular spot for family snap-
shots. Above the amphitheater, a com-
ical frog statue stands sentinel over a
small reflecting pond, where spheres of
light reflect off of the water's dark sur-

face. In the amphitheater pit, a projec-
tor displays an image of Santa Claus
on the conservatory wall. With holiday
music playing, Santa directs an unseen

orchestra, sparks flying from the tip of
his baton.

A favorite stop at any time of year

is the tropical plant conservatory, a

6,000-square-foot, glass-walled build-
ing that houses plants like banana

and papaya trees, as well as a Brazil-

ian ring-necked teal duck, in a consis-

tent climate of about 70 degrees and 75

percent humidity. During the Christ-
mas Garden of Lights, bulbs brighten
the plants and a large golden star

hangs from the ceiling, its tail of light

shimmering over the waterfall below.
Local musical groups complement

the light show each night of the display
with acts ranging from an Amarillo

High School choir to carolers, a bar-
bershop quartet, and a church hand-

bell group. The musical groups typi-

cally perform on the plaza outside of the

indoor gallery, where Pan-Handlers

Cafe sells cider, hot cocoa, coffee, and

snacks. This year, local bakeries will

also display gingerbread houses in

the gallery.

The Conley family from Amarillo

made their second annual trip to the

Christmas Garden of Lights last Decem-

ber, stopping to snap a photo under the

festive archway in the Monet Garden.

"Our kids are awed by all the lights,"
says Jeremiah Conley of his three young

sons. "The lights are always beautifully

done, but it's the look on our kids' faces

and their enjoyment of the gardens that
we cherish the most." *

;ust ike iie hoidays, great siuaies have a way of binging io11hiw

nether. A Season of Stories: Christmas at the White House 2003

offer visitors a glimpse into the magical White House holiday

elebrations of 2003. The special exhibit incorporates replicas

-erary figures that were on display throughout the White House,

ite House holiday decorations, behind-the-scenes photos and

November 19, 2015 -January 3, 2016

n about other special holiday programming at

wRGE W BUSH
RESIDENTIAL CENTER

riw vai. mivii a AT BUSHCENTER.ORG/MUSEUM
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We note that
the menu also

includes a
locally made
strawberry-

Meyer lemon
kombucha, iced
coffee, and tea,
as well as a long

list of Texas
beer and wine.

FTER A VIGOROUS ROMP AROUND CEN-
tennial Gardens in Houston's Hermann Park, my

husband Marsiall and I eagerly join a handful of

local pals for arafresLing sustenance break at Local

Foods. We're pleased that our friend Mark has cho-

sen a place were my outfit of yoga pants and ten-

nis shoes fits in. It's a place both casual and interest-

ing in design, with enlarged engineering blueprints

of the neighborhood used as wallpaper and liberal

use of white tile. glass. and vintage light fixtures.

And as we settle around a round table in the bustling room flooded with natural

light, I take a preliminary glance at the Local Fcods mEnu and realize how fortuitous

it is that we've brought along a small crowd. I'm certain we'll need plenty of space

and mouths to sample the abundance of healthful, colorful goods. And that includes

the list of drinkable offerings.

"Try the Mintade. You're going to love it," Mark suggests. "And then you're going

to -.,ant more."

U

LOCAL FOODS
is at 2424 Dunstan

Rd. (713/521-7800)
and 2555 Kirby Dr.
(713/255-4440)
in Houston.
See www.houston

localfoods.com.
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DRINK

Mark's right: Nothing could possi-

bly taste better after a morning in the

sun than this glass of Mintade. A blend
of fresh-squeezed grapefruit, orange,

lemon, and lime juices infused with

fresh mint, this light and tangy liquid
indeed proves addicting. Almost imme-
diately, I crave a second glass, which I

fill myself at the self-service station to
one side of the dining room.

Marshall, meanwhile, chooses a bot-
tle of Topo Chico, the super-fizzy Mexi-
can mineral water that he loves over ice

with a few lime wedges. We note that
the menu also includes a locally made

strawberry-Meyer lemon kombucha,

iced coffee, and tea, as well as a long

list of Texas beer and wine. We already

know a return visit is in order.

Upon opening the first Local Foods
in Rice Village in late 2011, restaura-

teurs Dylan Murray and Benjy Levit

created a place committed to using in-
gredients produced by local farmers

and food artisans. On Saturdays, Dylan
buys produce from the nearby Urban
Harvest Eastside Farmers Market, and
throughout the week, he buys pork,
beef, fish, fowl, and cheeses from area
farmers and ranchers. Popular items

on the menu include a salad of spin-

ach, arugula, pecans, and onions with

house-made mozzarella and balsamic

vinaigrette; and sandwiches like the
vegan-friendly combination of Brus-

sels sprouts, avocado, hummus, oven-

dried tomato, sprouts, and pickled

onions on ciabatta bread.

The kitchen crew keeps hundreds

of customers gratified daily between

the original shop and a second loca-

tion, which opened near River Oaks in

the spring of 2014. The strong response
from clientele means a third location is
due in Houston's Tanglewood area in

early 2016.
While we sip our beverages, our at-

tention turns to Local Foods' edible

options. To accompany my Mintade,

I choose the vegetarian falafel sand-
wich, pairing crispy, fritter-like falafel
patties topped with Greek yogurt, spicy

Indonesian chile sauce, pickled red

onion, and heirloom tomato slices on

wheat toast. The combination of tangy,
crunchy, sour, and sweet flavors and

textures together sends me into a rev-

erie, broken only for nibbles of the side
salad of chopped kale with golden rai-
sins, pine nuts, and Parmesan cheese.

Marshall shares with me a bite or

two of his salad of broccoli, watercress,

watermelon, goat cheese, and grilled

shrimp, all tossed with a light herb vin-

aigrette. We chew, we sigh, and we plot
our next visit.

We time our next meal at Local

Foods' second location for dinnertime,

when an evening menu is available that

includes a cocktail section (the original

serves wine and beer only). In one cor-

ner of the Upper Kirby location, the
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friendly bar area includes a few cozy
booths and access to a breezy patio.

Craft brew enthusiasts like Marshall
find no fewer than five draught and five
canned or bottled Texas craft beers to
keep their palates happy. He struggles
with the tempting choices, finally set-
tling on Buffalo Bayou Brewing's 1836

Craft brew enthusiasts
find no fewer than
five draught and five
canned or bottled Texas
craft beers to keep
their palates happy.

Copper Ale. Though I'm drawn to the
frozen margarita that combines my be-
loved Mintade with Republic Tequila
and Paula's Texas Orange Liqueur, I

can't resist the pretty pink Belle of the
Ball, blending Revolution Spirits Re-

serve Gin with ginger liqueur, a dash of

bell pepper puree, and a basil garnish.
Luscious proteins from the rotis-

serie include pork loin and free-range

chicken, which are served with such
sauces as balsamic reduction, salsa

verde, Coca-Cola au jus, and tomato

relish. We find the pork especially juicy
and a sweet, supple foil for the tangy

green salsa. We also sample the seared

duck breast, which is rich and naturally
sweet, tempered beautifully by a driz-
zle of balsamic vinegar. Alongside, baby

yellow and green squash, sliced heir-
loom tomatoes, and a sumptuous gnoc-
chi "mac" and cheese meet every need
we have for fresh vegetables with a little
side of indulgence.

Our only regret is that we can't possi-
bly taste everything we'd like. I am cer-
tain I need to experience the frozen rose

sangria, which combines Treaty Oak
Rum from Dripping Springs and citrus

juices with a rose from one of my favor-

ite Texas wineries, McPherson Cellars
in Lubbock. Before departing, we make
a vow to return yet again on our next

Houston visit. *

MAKE IT!
Winter cocktail recipes at

texashighways.com/drink.

44HEART - ----
T4-
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Food Familiar
TYLER'S TRIFECTA OF MEXICAN EATERIES

text by Randy Mallory

HE EAST TEXAS CITY OF
Tyler has changed since I was

a youngs-er, when only a few

places served a bland version of
the richly spiced cuisine favored
south of the border. An influx of
Hispanic families in recent dec-

ades, however, has spawned a

variety of quality Mexican eater-

ies. Three of my favorites-Don

Juan Mexican Restaurant, Don Juan on the Square, and
Mariscos DJ's, all owned and operated by the Barron family-

Eating at the
Barrons'

restaurants
takes me back
to the summer
I spent with my
wife and kids
in San Miguel

de Allende,
Mexico.

PHOTO: Randy Mallory

have rekindled my love of interior Mex-
ican cuisine and culture. The Barrons
serve the foods they grew up with in the

central Mexican state of Guanajuato.

Eating at their restaurants -akes me

back to the summer I spent with my

wife and kids in San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico. Among the offerings, you'll find
thick, fried sopes (ccrn cakes) topped
with beans and meat and queso blanco;

spicy chicken enchiladas topped with
crumbly, slightly salty queso fresco; tor-

tas (sandwiches) layered with avocado

and meats; and giant chilled shrimp
cocktails. Made from scratch using
fresh ingredients, these dishes-along

with brightly colored decor and hand-

carved wooden furniture-remind me

of our days in San Miguel. There's even

wall art showing scenes of Guanajuato
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state. And when I eat a soft corn tortilla
filled with grilled steak, avocado, cilan-
tro, and shredded cabbage, I recall the
origins of the Barrons' true Texas suc-
cess story.

Juan Barron first visited Texas from

Mexico in 1977 on a mission. He was
determined to bring his son Arturo,
who was working in a Tyler meat-pack-
ing plant, back home to Salamanca,
Guanajuato. Once in Tyler, however,
Juan liked what he saw: a good place,
nice people, and opportunity. So he

moved in with Arturo and began work-

ing with his son at the plant.
In those days, Arturo played soccer

every weekend at a field near down-
town. For lunch, he often brought tacos
that his dad had made-spicy barba-
coa (Mexican barbecue) wrapped in
fresh corn tortillas in the style Juan

knew growing up. Other players and

fans sampled Juan's tacos and wanted

their own. So Juan obliged by loading
a five-quart pot with his tacos and sell-

ing them on weekends out of the back

of his 1966 Ford Falcon. Soon, demand
required a 40-gallon pot, and eventually

Juan found himself selling tacos from
a concession trailer at two soccer fields.

Taco customers began referring to
him as "Don" Juan, a Spanish term of

honor. By then, his wife, Prisca, had
moved to Tyler to help out at the trailer.
Prisca had learned to make traditional
Mexican dishes from her mother while

growing up, and she dreamed of run-
ning her own restaurant. "We worked
three days a week at the soccer fields,

and I liked it so much that I wanted to
work every day," Prisca recalls. "We

had to have a restaurant."

In 1997, the Barrons took a leap of

faith and opened Don Juan Mexican

Restaurant in a former neighborhood

grocery a mile east of downtown Tyler.
The small eatery had only 10 menu
items and 10 employees, mostly family
members. Don Juan's reputation spread

by word of mouth through the down-
town business district and the nearby

medical district, and workers packed
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EAT

the place during lunch and came back
for more at dinnertime. The restau-
rant, by now managed by the Barrons'
daughter Juanita and her husband,

Angel Alfaro, added tables and ex-
panded the dining room and kitchen.
Eventually the Barrons' five sons and

two daughters all moved to Tyler to join
the growing family enterprise.

In 2002, the family opened Don Juan

on the Square. It offers the same menu

as the original Don Juan, a list now
boasting 42 items ranging from flavor-

ful tortilla soup and besitos (mozzarella-

stuffed jalapenos), to chiles rellenos and

enmoladas (mole-topped enchiladas).
The two eateries also serve breakfast
dishes such as migas, huevos ranche-

ros, and chilaquiles. In 2011, the Bar-
rons opened a seafood restaurant and

sports bar called Mariscos DJ's. Its 50-
item menu specializes in dishes from
Mexico's Pacific coast, ranging from

TYLER'S DON JUAN
MEXICAN RESTAURANTS
Don Juan Original is
at 1313 E. Erwin St.

Call 903/526-2999.
Mariscos DJ's is at 1201 E.
Erwin St. Call 903/533-1220.
Don Juan on the Square

is at 113 E. Erwin St.

Call 903/526-0702.
For menus and hours, go to

www.donjuantyler.com.

various seafood cocktails and soups
to a dish called Enpapelado de Maris-
cos (a saucy shrimp, octopus, and fish
dish that's baked in a foil wrapper). I
love dining at Mariscos DJ's on Fri-
day and Sunday nights when a six-

piece mariachi band entertains. (The

music recalls Don Juan Barron's early

years in Mexico as a street singer and

guitar maker. He still makes stringed

s

DALLAS ARBORETUM

Holiday at
the Arboretum

Through January 3, 2016

Featuring The 12 Days of Christmas
and The Artistry of the Nativity

Elaborate 25-foot-tall Victorian gazebos,
500,000 holiday lights throughout the
Garden and The Artistry of the Nativity
display in the historic DeGolyer House.

Nighttime showings on select evenings.

DallasArboretum.org
S.25 Garland Road - Dallas, Texas 75218

214-515-6500

IBERIABANK DALLAS

EL7e Sabastlorning Tety WF A

The Dallas Arboretum is a non-profit
organization that is supported, in part,

by funds from Dallas Park & Recreation.
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instruments for family members.)
The Barrons also run a catering ser-

vice that has handled private events for

as many as 600 people. No wonder the
Don Juan family of restaurants was

named Tyler's Hispanic Business of
the Year in 2014. The three restaurants
embody togetherness ... literally. All sit

within a mile of each other along East
Erwin Street. Together, they boast 100

or so employees, roughly half of them
family members, comprising a new

generation of Barron restaurateurs in

the making.

At 78, Juan monitors the goings-on at
all three locations. Prisca, now 76, re-

tired from the kitchen a few years ago to
oversee the restaurants' finances. She

and Juan also remind all who will lis-

ten of the secret ingredient contributing

to their culinary success. Says Prisca,

"Everything we make here, we make

and serve with love." *
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A Camel Christmas
CAMP VERDE GENERAL STORE

text by Bob McCullough

AMELS PLAYED IMPORTANT
supporting roles in the Christmas

story, carrying the storied kings

and their gifts to the Christ child.
Like all travelers, the entourage

presumably paused en route to rest

and restock supplies. Centuries

later, camels and their handlers
found respite at a western outpost

in the Hill Country between Ban-

dera and Kerrville, where the Camp Verde General Store and

Restaurant carries on that tradition today. And at no time is

the store prettier-or busier-than during the holiday season,
when visitors from San Antonio, Austin, and beyond come

here to shop, eat, stroll the landscaped grounds, and revel in

friendships both old and new.

Not only did
camels play
a role in the
Nativity,
but they also
played a role
in the found-
ing of the
community of
Camp Verde
and the general
store itself.
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TRAVEL

Inside the two-story limestone store's
well-stocked boutique, shoppers search-
ing for holiday gifts take advantage of
items including art, jewelry, candles,
housewares, and home decor. There's

also an array of jams, jellies, pickles,
and other foods, many of them made
in Texas. Shoppers not only appreciate
the variety of merchandise but also the
tasteful displays of holiday decorations;
Santa sometimes makes appearances
to listen to gift wishes from children of
all ages.

Each season brings a new batch of
products for a diverse clientele that in-
cludes local residents, motorcyclists, and
travelers. Now and then, a Hill Country
walking club or a cycling group uses the
store as an assembly point, enjoying

lunch at the restaurant before heading
about a mile west to a historical marker
explaining the region's connection
with the United States Camel Corps.

For not only did camels play a role
in the Nativity, but they also played a
role in the founding of the community

of Camp Verde and the general store
itself. Opened in 1857 as the Williams
Community store, the establishment
served soldiers from nearby Camp
Verde, one of many pre-Civil War posts
that protected Western settlers. Here,
for roughly a decade beginning in 1856,
the U.S. Army tested Secretary of War
Jefferson Davis' theory that camels
could provide reliable transportation of
supplies to arid West Texas and beyond.
Mules and horses suffered without easy
access to water, but camels thrived in
desert conditions. Soldiers tending to
the camels frequented the community
store for essentials and other supplies,
especially alcohol, since consumption of
the latter wasn't permitted at the camp.

Kerr County historian Joe Herring
Jr. says that Bandera Pass, a natural

gateway through the rugged hills three
miles south of the store, influenced the
siting of Camp Verde and the camel ex-

periment. "Bandera Pass was signifi-
cant because it was part of a strategic
route traveled by many peoples-pre-
historic, Spanish, Mexican, Texan,
modern," he says.

The first .33 camels from the Middle
East arrived at Camp Verde in August
1856. Historians say they outworked
horses and mules, but the Civil War and
lack of funding after the war ultimately
doomed the experiment. Reminders of
the camels can be found throughout the
grounds in the form of paintings, sculp-
tures, and stained-glass windows. The
holidays bring more camel-themed
merchandise, such as figurines and
creches that include camels and wise
men. Many patrons of the Camp Verde

General Store leave with shopping bags
bearing the store's camel logo.
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TRAVEL

Today's Camp Verde General Store
was built in 1908 after a flood washed
away the original structure. Its old-
timey atmosphere derives from the
creaky wooden floors, pressed-tin ceil-
ings, vintage post boxes with combi-
nation locks, smattering of antiques,

and shelves of rumpled cowboy hats

and well-worn boots donated by local

ranchers. The store continues to house
a substation of the Center Point post of-
fice so families living nearby can collect
their mail.

A dining room added in 2012 seats
up to 80 people and offers a lunchtime
menu of soups, salads, hamburgers,

build-your-own sandwiches, and dishes

such as meatloaf and grilled pork chops,

Reminders of the camels can
be found throughout the
grounds in the form of paint-
ings, sculptures, and stained-
glass windows. The holidays
bring more camel-themed
merchandise, such as figurines
and creches that include
camels and wise men.
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along with desserts such as a pecan cob-

bler topped with a scoop of ice cream

and crowned with a chocolate camel.

The restaurant's growing popular-
ity means that reservations are advis-
able, especially on weekends. If a short
wait is necessary, it's an opportunity

to appreciate the airy decor created by
abundant floor-to-ceiling windows, rich
woodwork, and Hill Country-themed
landscape paintings. On days when the
weather is pleasant, guests enjoy their
food on the tree-shaded patio.

After a satisfying meal, patrons can

explore the store's park-like grounds,
stroll a short distance to pastoral Verde

Creek to admire the massive cypress
trees lining its banks, and learn more
about the area's colorful past thanks to
several additional historical markers.
They depart with the realization that
this serene Hill Country oasis owes its
existence to exotic animals from the
other side of the world, and to the wise
men and women at the Camp Verde
General Store who have kept the cam-
els' memory alive. *

CAMP VERDE
GENERAL STORE
The Camp Verde General

Store and Restaurant is at

285 Camp Verde Road East

between Bandera and Kerr-

ville off TX 173. Store hours:

Daily 9-5. Restaurant hours:

Daily 11-3. Closed on major
holidays. Call 830/634-
7722; www.campverde

generalstore.com.
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The
DISTANCE

to
WAXAHACHIE

After learning
that a town

known as the
"Gingerbread

City" was with-
in a 45-minute
drive from our

home in Dallas,
we loaded up
the kids and

headed south
for a Christmas

adventure in
Waxahachie.

AVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT, COME DECEMBER,
we tend to focus on pursuits like buying and baking for

those we love to the extent that we neglect actually spend-

ing quality time together? To combat this dilemma, my

family enjoys occasionally stepping away from the hol-

iday season's cacophony of crowds, mall madness, and

to-do lists. We've found exploring a small town full of

holiday charm to be an effective antidote to seasonal

stressors. Last year, after learning that a town known as the "Gingerbread City"

was within a 45-minute drive from our home in Dallas, we loaded up the kids and

headed south for a Christmas adventure in Waxahachie.

The evening we arrive, we become acquainted with Waxahachie through a can-

dlelight home tour, which showcases four elaborately decorated homes in different

parts of town. The magic of twinkling lights, glowing candles, and festive evergreen

accents transforms abodes ranging from an airy downtown loft to a lavish lake house

and a charming Victorian (its intricate "gingerbread" cut brackets and frieze boards

indicative of the prevalent architecture that inspired the town's nickname). We chat

with the homeowners, sip wassail, and admire the variety of holiday styles.

Next, we decide to get to the heart of the Waxahachie Christmas experience

and head to the dramatic production Bethlehem Revisited, held behind the Central

34 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015

WAXAHACHIE
For Waxahachie

tourism information,
including events and

lodging, call the
Waxahachie Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau

at 469/309-4040;
www.waxahachiecvb.
com. The Candlelight
Home Tour is 2 p.m.

-8 p.m. December 5-6.

Tour tickets ($15)
are available at the
featured homes.
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Austin
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Presbyterian Church. The production,
now in its 19th year, immerses visitors
in a dramatization of historical Beth-
lehem. Against the backdrop of a rus-

tic, open-air village, more than 200 cos-

tumed actors transform themselves

into Roman centurions, marketplace

vendors, and the central characters of
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.

As we approach the entrance to Beth-

lehem Revisited, a centurion-imposing
with his red cloak, crested helmet, and
golden shield and spear-barks, "What

brings you to Bethlehem?!" Our 10-year-

old son Caleb, a bit intimidated, an-

swers hesitantly, "A census?" The boy's

quick thinking satisfies the guard, who
allows us to pass. We walk among the

dramatization of various marketplace

shops and glimpse scenes of home life,
watching women bake bread, children
practice writing Hebrew letters, and

men carve wood.

As we wander near the torch-lit path,

a guard yells to the stroller-wielding

woman ahead of us, "Clear thy char-
iot from the path!" We all scoot out of
the way, and a trio of camels appears.
Marching just inches from our reach,
the lanky creatures seem resolute in

their mission to bring their royally
garbed riders to the starlit stall where a
young man and woman playing Joseph
and Mary sit tending a small baby.

After leaving Bethlehem, we step
into the sanctuary of Central Presby-
terian Church, where Donald Locke

displays his masterpiece The Supper

Quilt. Modeled after Leonardo da Vin-

ci's The Last Supper, the 15-foot-wide
quilt uses more than 51,800 half-inch
quilt squares to portray Jesus break-

ing bread with his disciples. Locke

worked on the quilt for two and a half

years while maintaining his day job as
a local dentist. He now spends his re-

tirement showing his creation around

the country; he'll be back at Central

Presbyterian this December 4-6 and

11-13.

As dusk turns to star-filled night, we
know it's time to get our tired children
some slumber. For a good night's sleep
close to the action of downtown Waxa-

hachie, it's hard to beat Chaska House,
a mansion built in 1900. Now a bed-and-

breakfast, it features five rooms in the
main house, all named for famous au-
thors. Peering into the Margaret Mitch-
ell room, I note an ornately carved 1850

queen canopy bed, which originally out-

fitted an Alabama plantation. "Rhett

Butler probably slept in that bed," inn-

keeper Louis Brown jokes.

The opulence of the Revival-style

mansion is tempting, but our brood

needs room to spread out. For that,
we head across the street to Chaska

House's companion quarters, a three-
bedroom cottage called The Retreat.

Hidden behind a bamboo grove and

shaded by pecan trees, the muted green
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George Bout-rell's
20 Texas Hill

AU JT' 2016

6 7- 8 ... 10... 11 3.12

Featuring twelve of my Texas Hill
CountryWatercolors It is 15"x 20",
on Heavy Acid Free Paper (Suitable
for Framing) and wire bound with
lots of room to write.

Order Yours Today!
$12.50 each +Tax & $3.50 Ship ing or
order more for less! (16-30 $10 ea.)
(31-75 $9 ea.) (76-150 $8 ea.) (151-300 $6.50
ea.) (over 300 $5 ea.) Order 40 or more and
you can have your business name or
message printed at the bottom for FREE!

Call us Toll Free! 1-800-243-4316
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cottage blends with nature, creating

a tranquil getaway. An ode to Ernest

Hemingway's Key West house, the in-

terior is decorated with mounted ani-

mal horns, telescopes, and weathered

trunks, along with modern furnishings

like a whirlpool tub. Croquet sets and a

sprawling porch invite guests to enjoy

the shaded lawn.
In the morning, we decide to ex-

plore Waxahachie's historic downtown

square. Surrounding the striking, nine-

story 1895 Richardsonian Romanesque

courthouse, the square is lined with an-

tiques stores, specialty shops, and cafes.

Even though we're taking a break from

shopping-mall madness, we can't re-

sist the lovely window displays in the

quaint storefronts and decide to dabble

in a little retail therapy.

We find a number of treasures in T.

Beresford, which features exclusively

American-made goods. While I grav-

itate to the alpaca throw rugs and the

line of gentlemen's candles, Caleb hones

in on the bullet key chains, and our

girls, Madi and Esther, become fasci-

nated by something not for sale-Wil-

low, the fluffy Irish wolfhound lounging

at the back of the store.
A few blocks away, The Briarpatch

Gift Stores features one building

stocked with trendy handbags, wom-

en's apparel, and jewelry, and another

building that focuses on home accesso-

ries and decor. Christmastime sees Bri-

arpatch transformed into a winter won-

derland with armies of nutcrackers,

sparkling reindeer, and a Christmas

tree hung upside down from the ceil-

ing that looks as if it will fall from the

weight of glittering, golden ornaments.

When it's time for lunch, we head just

off the main square to a 1913 building

that once served as a hardware store.

Now called the Doves Nest, the estab-

lishment features an antiques and gifts

store alongside a popular eatery dishing
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out "new southern cuisine." The restau-

rant occupies the hardware store's for-
mer saddle and tack room, transformed

with French country elegance by way

of buttery yellow walls, a black-and-
white-checkered floor, and a pressed-
tin ceiling.

In honor of our preschooler learning

her alphabet, we start with the ABC
Spread-a cheddar spread with almond
and bacon served alongside crostini and
strawberry jalapeno jam. We also tackle
the house burger, a half-pound black

Angus patty topped with sharp ched-
dar and bourbon molasses mustard and

sandwiched between a fluffy toasted
brioche bun. Those of us with a lighter
appetite enjoy the chicken apricot salad
sandwich, accented with toasted al-
monds, sherried apricots, and rosemary

honey Dijon mayonnaise. Dessert, a

chocolate bourbon pecan pie, consists

of an incredibly rich chocolate-chip-
studded wedge with the consistency of

dense cake. A generous scoop of vanilla
ice cream and drizzles of chocolate and
caramel sauce top it off.

Walking around the square after
lunch, we stumble upon Mosaic Mad-
ness, a mosaic and stained-glass studio
specializing in "make your own" proj-

ects. "This is beautiful!" Esther says as
we step into the shop, awash with spar-
kling glass. The kids browse the various
options for mosaic bases and decide on

a wooden cutout in the shape of Texas,
about one foot square. Then, they select

pieces of tile and glass for their project

and use a hand-held tile cutter to cus-
tomize the size of the tiles. Art meets

geography when they deliberate over
how to arrange the tiles in the shape.

"I'm working on the Gulf Coast. You
take the Panhandle," Caleb instructs

his sister. And eventually they man-
age to fill the state in with tile. Their
masterpiece appears random in de-

sign and extremely colorful, perhaps a

fitting depiction of the Lone Star State.
Heading to the car, I hustle our crew

past a small downtown museum, but
Caleb becomes distracted by its window
displays. "Is that a museum? Can we go?
I like museums!" he says. And that rare

feeling of parenting success overcomes

my exhaustion as we turn around to
enter the Ellis County Museum. It con-
tains historical exhibits including a cot-
ton field scale from Ellis County's cotton
era, antique guns, and a vintage teller
change machine. The girls delight in
playing with antique phones, and Madi

is both fascinated and alarmed by the
permanent wave machine, a torturous-

looking beauty device from the 1920s

that used electrical currents to curl hair.

From vintage beauty products to his-
toric Bethlehem, we've stepped back in
time in more ways than one on this trip.
The gift of old-fashioned Christmas ex-
periences is something that our 21st-
Century family won't soon forget. *
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we live in the very modern

21st Century, most people still
retain some 19th-Century traits.
Among them, consider our Charles
Dickens-like fondness for seasonal
celebrations around blazing fire-
places, whether they resemble Tiny
Tim's humble inglenook alongside
the Cratchit family hearthstone or
the fires roaring in Mr. Fezziwig's
office, transformed into a festive
dancehall by holly and tinsel.

Taking a moment to enjoy a fire's

cordial glow often ends up warm-
ing our hearts as readily as our

hands. Perhaps we need fireplace

moments now more than ever be-

fore, as the rising tide of our busy,

noisy lives whittles thin the time
once spent watching embers glow
and sharing stories among friends.

In the spirit of the season, we

offer the following guide to wel-
coming hearths around the state.

Some of these flames will already

be burning bright when you arrive,

while a few others might require
you to ignite your own. Wherever

you end up fireside this season,
don't forget the hot apple cider,
a platter of fresh-from-the-oven

gingerbread, and plenty of old-

fashioned good cheer.

K
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AT PALO DURO CANYON STATE PARK

The Goodnight Cabin inhabits
a ledge high above Palo Duro
Canyon, one of the state's most

scenic natural wonders. Rancher
Charles Goodnight drove more

than a thousand head of cattle into
this canyon in 1876, laying claim
to rangeland that would come
to span more than a million Pan-
handle acres. Now a state park,
Palo Duro Canyon attracts camp-

ers and hikers who wish to explore
its red rock formations, including
the giant pinnacle known as "The
Lighthouse."

Civilian Conservation Corps
workers built the Goodnight
Cabin (along with the park's six
other cabins) during the 1930s
with native Trujillo sandstone and
Rocky Mountain juniper wood,
adding handmade furniture and
decorative metal hardware details

that enhance the interior.
The Goodnight Cabin features

its own fireplace (bring your own

firewood) and a sweeping view of

Palo Duro, considered the "Grand

Canyon of Texas." The canyon
stretches across the Panhandle

landscape for 120 miles and reaches

depths of 800 feet, making it the
second-largest canyon in the
country. Brilliant red claystone,
yellow and purple mudstone, and
bright white gypsum reflect the
sunset colors often seen from the

cabin's doorway.

Call 806/488-2227; www.tpwd.texas.

gov/state-parks/palo-duro-canyon.

DALLAS SOUTH SIDE

Country resorts and camp-
grounds aren't the only places
you'll find a warm seat fireside.
Consider the NYLO Dallas

South Side, a luxury hotel that
introduces Texans to a little bit
of Manhattan and a whole lot

of style. The NYLO South Side
features comfortable accommoda-
tions in loft-like, spacious rooms
surrounded by a collection of
local artworks, and a sixth-floor
outdoor terrace with an infinity

pool and a custom-designed
firepit. Warm up around the
fire with a beverage from the
rooftop SODA Bar, and soak in

the sparkling views of Dallas'
ever-evolving skyline.

NYLO comes to Texas courtesy

of a team of hotel veterans com-
mitted to green initiatives like
energy efficiency, waste reduction,
biodegradables, and recycled
products. In fact, the NYLO South
Side occupies a historic building
that originally opened in 1911
as the home of the Dallas Coffin
Company. Developers used granite
cladding stripped from the ground
level during the restoration to

create the rooftop firepit.
Awarded a Leadership in

Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) Gold certification from the
U.S. Green Building Council, the
NYLO Dallas South Side adds a
new spin on the term "evergreen."

Call 214/421-1080; www.nylohotels.

com/dallassouthside.
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MUSTANG ISLAND

The developers of Cinnamon
Shore set out to create an idealized

seaside village when they built the
j 60-acre community on Mustang

Island, just down the road from

Port Aransas. Naturally then,

bonfires on the beach are a pic-

turesque complement to the Gulf
Coast shoreline during winter

months. Made up of residences

and vacation rentals set on a 300-
foot boardwalk and pedestrian-

friendly, palm-lined streets,
Cinnamon Shore offers activities
including sandcastle lessons;

surf lessons; yoga on the beach;

two stocked fishing lakes; and a
Town Center with a restaurant,

entertainment stage, and outdoor

movie screenings.

Cap your day of beach fun with

a mesmerizing beach bonfire;

contact the concierge service for

supplies, including s'mores kits.

Cinnamon Shore also schedules

a year-round lineup of events

and festivals, many of which in-

clude bonfires on the beach or

at the Great Lawn event grounds.

Upcoming events include a

Thanksgiving break celebration,
a Christmas gathering, the annual

Stomp Winter Festival, and the an-

nual Fall Fest and Tour of Homes.

Call for dates. 361/749-0422;

www.cinnamonshore.com.

4
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TYLER

A warm blaze on a brisk, East

Texas night awaits the outdoors

enthusiast who believes in the

power of a campfire under the

pines. Tyler State Park, located

in the Piney Woods alongside a

64-acre, spring-fed lake, offers

campers the opportunity to set up

a tent or park an RV, and then use

their campsite fire ring to light

up the night. (Check with park
rangers regarding any burn bans

in effect.) Bring your own wood

or pick up some from the park

headquarters for a donation.

Tyler State Park, located about

9o minutes east of Dallas, features

the distinct mark of the Civilian

Conservation Corps, the Roosevelt-

designed back-to-work program

of the 1930s and '40s. Between

1935 and 1941, CCC workers built

the earthen dam that created the

park's lake, a bathhouse, roads,

a concessions building, the dance

pavilion, a boathouse, and a care-

taker's residence.

Holiday campers are invited

to participate in the park's annual

Pineywoods Christmas, taking

place 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. December

12. Park headquarters and the

park store offer seasonal refresh-

ments and shopping while campers

along the park's three main camp-

ing loops decorate their sites for a

"tour of lights." Campers can share

campfire warmth with visitors

along the festive campsite loops.

Call 903/597-5338; www.tpwd.texas.

gov/state-parks/tyler.

K
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AUSTIN

This season marks the 51st

anniversary of Austin's Trail of

Lights, a Zilker Park tradition
featuring displays lit by thousands
of strands of multicolored bulbs,

elaborate illuminated scenes of

cartoon and seasonal characters,

and live performances by local

talent. At its heart you'll find

the Yule Log, the festive firepit
designed to warm revelers all
evening long.

Introduced during the festival's

first year in 1965, the Yule Log
was discontinued for several

years because of burn bans and

the installation of the park's irri-

gation system. But the massive

firepit returned in 2014, and

this year you'll find the Yule Log

burning safely in the park's sand

volleyball court, fed by wood

collected from Austin parks over

the previous year.

Nearby, the Zilker Tree, a

festival tradition that began in
1967, stands 155 feet high and is
one of the tallest human-made

Christmas trees in the country.

Constructed using the park's

"Moonlight Tower," the Zilker

Tree features more than 3,000

lights. The entire twinkling scene

can be viewed from the festival's

Ferris wheel, an amusement

introduced last year.

The Trail of Lights runs
December 8-22 this year, with

a 2.1-mile Fun Run scheduled

for the evening of December 4.

www.austintrailoflights.org.
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MARATHON

As the easternmost gateway
to the Big Bend, Marathon hosts
one of the state's more impressive
locations to warm up your soles
(and your soul) courtesy of the
historic Gage Hotel. The 1927
hotel offers a relaxing environ-
ment of landscaped gardens and

courtyards, a pool and spa, and
Western-themed rooms.

In wintertime, the fireplace in
the Gage's eclectic lobby serves as
a hot spot for sharing a morning
coffee or a nightcap. In fact, com-
plementing the high desert chill
just happens to be a Gage Hotel
specialty. In addition to the lobby,
you'll want to spend time at the
blazing Dance Court firepit; at the
firepit in the 27-acre Gage Gardens;
and by the intimate kiva fireplace
that warms the television room

next to the lobby.
You could also go for margaritas

in the White Buffalo Bar, where

the warmth of the hearthstone and

limited elbow room make friends
out of strangers after just one

round. Next door at the 12 Gage

Restaurant, the dining menu
includes steaks and wild game
specialties. Sit inside or join friends
on the 12 Gage patio, tented and
warmed with patio heaters and

supplemented by rock and adobe

fireplaces along the courtyard walls.

Guests often use the Gage Hotel
as a base for exploring the rest of
the Big Bend region, but the winter
ambience is so seductive that you

may find an entire weekend has

passed without ever having left

the grounds. Call 800/884-4243;

www.gagehotel.com.

Located in north-central Texas

in Somerville, Erath, and Bosque
counties, Rough Creek Lodge and
Resort keeps guests toasty all win-
ter long with an enormous, stone-
clad fireplace in the dining room
and outdoor firepits. The fireside
warmth provides a comforting
backdrop for gathering with
friends after partaking in various
activities across the 11,000-acre
resort, from horseback riding
to sporting-clay courses, game
hunting, and spa treatments.

With 59 guest rooms and suites,
four guest houses, and four elegant
but rustic cabins, Rough Creek
represents a thoroughly modern

take on the sprawling estates of
Dickens' 19th-Century English
countryside. On the restaurant
menu, pan-roasted salmon, seared

foie gras, chicken-fried pheasant,
sauteed dandelions, apple black-
berry tarts, and persimmon sorbet

highlight a courtly selection of dish-
es that add to the royal treatment.

Complete your meal with a plate

of s'mores toasted over the restau-

rant terrace firepit, set ablaze each

evening by the staff. You'll also find

a massive fire ring, lit by request,

along the shores of the resort's

Mallard Lake, with plenty of com-

fortable seating. (Reserve your

Lakeside S'mores Kit at check-in.)
Enjoy the royal treatment. Just

don't lose your head. Call 254/

965-3700; www.roughcreek.com.

K
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PHOTOS: O Earl Nottingham (far left), E. Dan Klepper (top, bottom right)
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PRESIDIO

Chinati Hot Springs, located
west of the Big Bend town of
Presidio, defines the phrase
"remote getaway" in its most
dramatic sense. Don't let the
gravel dust and the stark desert

vistas deter you. The landscape
may appear vast and wild, but
you're headed to a cozy oasis.

Chinati Hot Springs, nestled
above the banks of Hot Springs
Creek, offers natural hot and cold
pools, cabins and rooms, over-
night camping, and a communal

kitchen for preparing your own
meals. Resident caretakers Di-
anna and Dan Burbach have also
constructed a large fire ring on
the grounds with cool nights and
toasting marshmallows in mind.

Chinati Hot Springs opened
to the public in 1937, but the first
known resident of the springs was
J.J. Lee, a miner who sought relief
for his arthritis in the 1910s. Lee
spent much of his time soaking
in the springs' warm water, some-

thing that present-day guests
may enjoy in several private tubs

as well as an outdoor, hand-con-
structed pool of native rock.

Just beyond the pool, the fire

ring makes building a small

bonfire a natural choice for

chilly nights. Or bring your own

portable firepit and wood, a sure

guarantee that you and your

friends will stay warm-whether

you're wet or dry-all evening

long. Call 432/229-4165; www.

chinatihotsprings.net. *
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ON A CHILLY DECEMBER EVENING, THE STREETS

of Galveston's historic Strand District are eerily still as

a slow-moving fog rolls in off the harbor. Many of down-

town's touristy storefronts and busy-by-day eateries are

closed at this hour. Yet, where we're headed, the evening

is just getting started.

As we wander up the sidewalk, the distant clip-clop of

a horse's hooves pierces the stillness, resonating off rows

of 19th-Century brick- and iron-front buildings that flank

the streets. The ghostly echo peaks as one of Galveston's

famous horse-drawn carriages rounds a corner, lit by the

soft orb of an amber street lamp.

Amid the fog and ornate Victorian buildings, it's like

stepping into a Charles Dickens story. One could imagine

the candle flickering in old Scrooge and Marley's counting

house in Victorian London. It's fitting then that my wife

and I are on our way to a performance of A Christmas Carol

at The Grand 1894 Opera House, just a few blocks away.

A G#Yss.e E7res inni
earing the theater, the quiet gives way to cheerful chatter. Friends,
families, and couples-many dressed in their holiday red and green

colors-congregate along the sidewalk, waiting to shuffle inside.

Partially obscured by the fog, the imposing, four-story theater build-

ing encompasses a quarter of a city block. The subtle red-brick and

terra-cotta accents of the upper floors (formerly the Hotel Grand, now

offices and apartments) are offset by an inviting arched entry of beautifully

carved limestone.
After getting our tickets, we move up a set of stairs and inside. The lobby

doors open to reveal a boisterous crowd inside a warm and elegant foyer. Christ-

mas wreaths hang under old-fashioned brass wall sconces and a striking statue

of a female figure holds an illuminated torch, adorning the nautically themed

railing and balusters of the main staircase.
Entering into the theater itself, the expansive interior and Victorian opu-

lence resonate with its "Grand" nomenclature. Blue velvet seats fan out across

lavish patterned carpet, while red velvet curtains frame opera boxes stacked

three-high along the front walls. Painted ribbons and abundant floral patterns

adorn the ceilings and walls.
We settle in to enjoy the show, seated mezzanine stage right. To our surprise

a layer of fog rolls across the stage, spilling onto the auditorium floor. However
this time, it's from fog machines.

As the audience quiets, Maureen M. Patton, executive director of The Grand

walks on to the stage and proclaims, "It's a foggy night in London," and the

show begins. A lively cast of actors entertains with a lighthearted telling of the
Dickens' classic 1843 tale with modern technical twists such as a digital projec-

tion backdrop that changes with the scenes. After the curtain call and a stand-

ing ovation, Producer/Director Scott H. Severance (who also played Ebenezer
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Scrooge) engages the audience to sing "We Wish You a

Merry Christmas." By mid-song, nearly every person

in the 1,040-seat theater is singing along. What a per-

fect way to kick off a holiday weekend!

I DkiM of a5 ~Dal
he next morning, we head out to Dickens on

The Strand-Galveston's jovial holiday cele-

bration and street festival, sponsored by Gal-

veston Historical Foundation.

Now in its 42nd year, the annual event

(which takes place the first weekend in De-

cember) has evolved from a potluck supper in 1974 to
a world-famous festival hosting 30,000 atendees in

one weekend.

Mastering the illusion of time travA, 10 downtown

city blocks are transformed into a bustling, holiday

homage to Dickens' 19th-Century London. Elegant

wreaths, garlands, and holiday decor :Zang from store-

fronts and cast-iron gas lamps, adorning The Strand

District's remarkable Victorian architecture.

Folks in Victorian garb enliven the Dickensian scene

from vendors, volunteers, and performers to festival

attendees (who get half-price admission for wearing a

Victorian costume). Ladies saunter about in lacy bustle

dresses with feather-trimmed bonnets and carry para-

sols. Gentlemen stroll in suits and top hats. Shopkeep-

ers, working-class folks, and dirt-smudged panhan-

dlers don plain white shirts and wool caps. Even the

Ghosts of Christmas Past and Christmas Future min-

gle among the crowds, posing for photos.
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Making our way through the festival, we pause to

revel in performances from magicians, jugglers, mu-

sicians, fire-eaters, and falconers. The aroma of festi-

val fare abounds as vendors offer everything from clas-
sic funnel cakes and sausage-on-a-stick to wassail and

Scotch eggs. Costumed peddlers offer a variety of Vic-

torian-inspired wares, including jewelry and crafts, for

souvenirs and gifts.

The star attraction of the festival is the always-

entertaining Queen's Parade, which happens at 2 p.m.

on Saturday and Sunday. Smiling patrons begin lin-

ing the curbs and sidewalks, vying for the best views,

nearly 30 minutes ahead of the lively procession. Rid-

ers on high-wheel bicycles and tricycles roll by, fol-

lowed by carolers, bagpipers, and even stilt walkers like

Terrie Dossey Lutke, who plays an eight-foot-tall Living

Christmas Tree. Her Majesty Queen Victoria (played by

local Anne Boyd since 1992) graciously waves from a

flower-adorned, horse-drawn carriage as she's escorted

by a colorful entourage of beefeaters.

NawhitE to Sinset
ust ahead of sunset, we hop over to Pier 21 to
kick off the evening aboard the historic Tall

Ship Elissa, moored at the Texas Seaport Mu-

seum. In the spirit of the Dickens event, Pier

21 is transformed into the London Wharf and

trimmed in strands of lights and holiday decor.
Bagpipers play as visitors snack on appetizers and sip

cocktails before boarding the Elissa, its main mast
adorned with a Christmas tree.

The Elissa is a three-masted, 205-foot-long, iron-

hulled sailing ship constructed in 1877, one of the last

few remaining seaworthy ships of her kind. Kept ship-

shape by a passionate team of volunteers, including rig-

gers who climb 9o feet to work the sails, the Elissa con-

tinues to sail during annual sea trials in the Gulf.

Walking atop the wood-planked deck and admiring

the varnished teak woodwork and network of ropes and

pulleys, it's easy to imagine a time when the Elissa's

dauntless crew braved the high seas, shipping goods to

ports all around the world. Museum volunteers aboard

the ship, dressed in Victorian-era sailing garb, eagerly

answer questions about the history and maintenance

of the ship.
Below deck, we browse historical exhibits and picto-

rial displays that attest to the ship's 9o-year commercial

history. As we tour the crew's quarters and ship's hold,

we hear a ruckus topside, followed by an unexpected

BOOM! It scared the Dickens out of us, but it was only

the Elissa's cannon fire salute to sunset-a proper nau-

tical toast to kick off the evening.
We head back over to Strand Street just after dark,

in time to catch Pickwick's Lanternlight Parade-
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a twilight version of the Queen's Parade-before head-

ing back to our weekend accommodations at the Moody

Gardens Hotel.

few miles from the downtown festivities,
Moody Gardens' 242 acres feature the popular

Aquarium and Rainforest Pyramids, 3D and

4D theaters, Palm Beach, paddlewheel boat

rides. zip lines, a hotel and spa, and seasonal

event 3 such as the Festival of Lights (Novem-

ber 14 through January 10, 2016).
On the final evening of our holiday excursion, we take

the short walk from our hotel room and stroll mesmer-

ized through the dazzling spectacle of more than 100

twinkling holiday displays with animation and sound,

encompassing more than a million lights. The mile-

long walking t-al winds through tropical waterfront

gardens amid a background of lapping waves and pan-

oramic views of Offatts Bayou, Tiki Island, and West

Bay in the di-tance. Luminary displays include la--ger-

than-life toy scidiers, dinosaurs, and Santa, along with

a musical animated light show featuring the 12 days of

Christmas (tur:le doves and all).

We take in the holiday scene as folks glide on an

ice-skating rink, hop aboard the mlni-train to ride
through the trail of lights, and warm their spirits with
concessions like hot cocoa and s'mores around a roar-

ing fire pit.
Nearby, Moody Gardens' ICE LAND: Ice Sculptures

with Sp ngeBob SquarePanws, a colorful fantasyland of

beautifully sculpted and detailed icc scenes, depicts
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ESSENTIALS

GALVESTON'S
WINTER WONDER ISLAND

For more on Galveston's holiday events and year-round attractions,

contact the Galveston Island Visitor Information Center

(2328 Broadway), 409/797-5144; www.galveston.com. Following are
sites mentioned in the story. Call ahead or check websites to confirm

event dates, hours, showtimes, and ticket prices.

The Grand 1894 Opera House (2015 holiday shows include A

Christmas Carol, Dec. 4; Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Mu-

sical, Dec. 19; and Merry Texas Christmas Y/l with Ray Benson and
Asleep At The Wheel, Dec. 22); 800/821-1894; www.thegrand.com.

Galveston Historical Foundation's (GHF) Dickens on The Strand

(Dec. 4-6, 2015), 409/765-7834; www.dickensonthestrand.org.

The Salute to Sunset (Dec. 5, 2015) at the GH F's Texas

Seaport Museum and 1877 Tall Ship Elissa, 409/765-7834;

www.dickensonthestrand.org.

For more on Moody Gardens, including the Festival of Lights

and Ice Land (Nov. 14, 2015-Jan. 10, 2016), call 800/582-4673;

/ www.moodygardens.com.

Nickelodeon's SpongeBob SquarePants and friends. We don the special win-
ter parka provided and enter the exhibit, which is kept at a frosty nine degrees.
The chill quickly wanes as we meander along curving walkways, through

tunnels and rooms, up stairs, over bridges, and down slides-all made of ice.
Music and sounds emanate from speakers within the ice and colored lights
cast everything in a vibrant glow. Kids and families stroll around Sponge-

Bob's underwater world grinning from ear to ear, seemingly oblivious to the

frigid temperatures.
Drawing inspiration from the Harbin International Ice and

Snow Sculpture Festival, Moody Gardens flies in an acclaimed
team of master ice sculptors from China to carve more than 2 mil-

lion pounds of ice for the annual exhibit. The team works in shifts
24 hours a day to create a 17,000-square-foot world of ice in just

over a month using tools ranging from chainsaws to small picks.

In the center of the display sit three brilliantly illuminated ice

slides, which my wife and I test several times, racing each other

down the slippery, 100-foot slopes. Standing atop a slide before tak-

ing my final plunge, I take in a panoramic overview of this icy scape
in all its glory.

With Galveston's imaginative and whimsical abundance of hol-

iday events, festivals, and shows from Thanksgiving through De-

cember, I'm betting even old Ebenezer Scrooge would crack a smile

on this winter wonder island. *

A big fan of Galveston's holiday festivities. photographer and
writer Eric Pohl says, "Where else can you party on an 1800s sailing
vessel. meet Queen Victoria, and whiz down a slide made of ice on
a tropical island?"
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Skies clearing in Big Bend National Park
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while usually as fleeting as a sandcastle in the surf,
tends to imbue the landscape with a diffused, quiet
melancholy. Light appears gentle, boughs sparkle
like diamonds with melting droplets, and boulders
and mountains soften beneath majestic white man-
tles. On the following pages, we present snow-dusted
images by landscape photographers whose luck (and
attention to weather patterns) rewarded them-and
us-with these ethereal West Texas portraits. In pho-
tographing snow, timing is everything.

"This was an early snowstorm," says Marathon-

based photographer and writer E. Dan Klepper of
the image on our opening spread. "You can tell that
because of the berries, which are actually seeds of

a sumac tree. Later in the season, they would have

wrinkled up and dropped off. I was captivated by the
sunlight coming through them."

Beakeley Hill, which appears in the foreground, is
one of Klepper's favorite subjects. "I'm drawn to the

geometric shape of it," he says, "and the way the shad-
ows and light change its shape. I use that hill to study
how light brings things into dimension."

Wimberley-based photographer Laurence Parent
takes a more goal-oriented approach, often chasing

weather by plane and hiking miles before dawn to

capture a scene. "You're always moving fast," he says

of shooting winter weather. "Snow doesn't last long
in Texas. It's a fleeting phenomenon."

Case in point: Photographer Kathy Adams Clark
was leading a workshop in Big Bend National Park

in January 2015 when temperatures began to drop

precipitously. "Around midnight, it started snowing
really hard. I got up before dawn and started photo-

graphing. It lasted about six hours, and then the op-

portunity was over."

Enjoy these images, and whether it's sunny or

snowy, seize the moment. -Lori Moffatt

PHOTOS: Kathy Adams Clark, Rolf Nussbaumer (top inset) DECEMBER 2015 texashighways.com 57
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A light snow flocks elegant winter grasses
in Big Bend National Park.
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PHOTOS: Laurence Parent (left), Kathy Adams Clark
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"Is"Iti was lucky," says photographer l isP t. nKathy Adams Clark, who captured this

image in the Chisos Basin at Big Bend

%tj~ National Park. "Someone had left

" these chairs outside, and they were
covered in snow."

northwest of Van Horn when the storm
came in," says Laurence Parent.

"'I got up before dawn and shot these

"I shot this near the McDonald Observatory," says photographer Laurence images of the old movie set."

Parent. "When there is this much snow and cloud cover, it's remarkably quiet."
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PHOTOS: C Kathy Adams Clark (top), Laurence Parent

To order a print of any of the photographs on this spread, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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"One April morning, the superintendent

at Guadalupe Mountains National Park

called me to tell me it was snowing," says

Laurence Parent. "I called Southwest

Airlines and raced to El Paso. I got to the

park by dawn the next day and captured

this image in McKittrick Canyon."
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PHOTOS: Laurence Parent

To order a print of either photograph on this spread, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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C t 5&e8 e ~ "This was taken in October in the Davis Mounta ns," says Laurence Parent. "It was 24 degrees
outside. I was driving up in the hills and wound up in the storm. I sow this horse and thought ,'It looks as cold as I am."' *
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Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol Dec. 4 8pm

Nutcracker Afternoon Tea Dec. 12 12:30pm
Nutcracker Ballet Dec. 12-13 2pm / 7:30pm / 2pm

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Musical
Dec. 19 2pm / 7pm

Merry Texas Christmas Y'all - Asleep At The Wheel
Dec. 22 8pm

Jerry Jeff Walker Jan. 2 8pm

Olympia Dukakis in Rose Jan. 9 8pm
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THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, Galveston is the "Winter

Wonder Island" of Texas and will offer visitors a

magical experience with 50 days of special events and

activities Nov. 14 through Jan. 10, 2016. Join Hotel

Galvez & Spa for Galveston's Official Holiday Tree

Lighting on Nov. 27. In addition to this celebration, the

historic hotel is offering a Holiday Magic Package. See

special offers at HotelGalvez.com to book a package.

1? P

*t4rg

I ITEL GALV EZ 6
A Wundham Grand Hotel l -ty

FOR R i >IR vA lIONs CALL 409.765.772i

www.HotelGalvez.com

THE PAGEANTRY AND RHYTHM of Galveston infuse

The Tremont House with a special spirit. This is a

x, vital, lively setting that attracts disce-ning travelers

who prefer festivity with a chaser of sophistication.

Discreetly unique, tastefully indulgent - The Tremont

House is a hotel with stories to tell. Book online or by

phone to add yours today.

THE TREMONT HOUSE
A Wyndham Grand Hotel

2300 SHIP'S MECHANIC ROW, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 409.763.0300 OR VISIT

www.TheTremontHouse.com
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HOME
w FOR

HOLIDAYS I
sandnsea.com

SH liday Magicl Ei
November14, 2015
January 4, 2016

3

GALVESTON IS..NHTDRIC

PLEASURE PIERJ
501 SEAWALL BLVD GALVESTON ISLAND TX 77550

409.766.4950 -855.789.7437
ALENDAR OF EVENTS ONLINE -PLEASUREPIER.COM ~

1.~j !
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The orlds

largest collection
of Southwest

related historical
artifacts, artwork,

and documents.

The Bryan Museum

" Adults $10 ri.-
Seniors,Military, Clos
Student $8

" Ages 6-12 $4
Children under 6free

1315 21st Street
Galveston, TX77550
409.632.7685

: C~i 1' UR(LJ9J 1 J ..WfZ2J r

Mon.11am-4pm
ed Tues.-Thurs.

'wi

03

Jj - j J

ry"

i

01A



... out what you will remember most is tne warm vvest iexas hospitality.

<k=V ,- .

Venture out and experience the
Mountains of Texas this holiday season.

FORT DAVIS offers nature, history,
hiking and scenic views with plenty of

independent hotels to make j3 '0
your stay memorable.

fortdavis.com D1

Make ALPINE the center of your attention.

Natural beauty, unique nightlife and shopping, and
a grand array of hotels and guest lodging make

this the perfect staging grounds for

your West Texas adventure.
visitalpinetx.com

EXPERIENcEW

MIDLAND-Feel the Energy. A great starting point for your trip

to West Texas! Midland International Air & Space
Port is the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.

IiJ visitmidlandtexas. com

r"

%J * Lodging, Dining, Entertainment
and History; FORT STOCKTON

[ii]. has it. Experience our Visitor
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds,
Golf Course, and Unique Shopping oppor-

tunities, West Texas style.
historicfortstocktontx. com

MARFA defies easy 2 '
explanation, yet any

google search yields
thousands of opinions. Marfa is

tough to get to-tougher still to ex-
plain. But once you arrive, you get it.

visitmarfa. com

PECOS is Hot! Our great location,
our historic hot spots and our

colorful activities make Pecos,
Home of the World's First Rodeo, the
cool place to visit when 0

traveling West Texas.

pecostx. com 05i

ODESSA-Known for
breathtaking sunsets,
wide-open spaces and
warm West Texas hospitality; you'll

enjoy shopping, dining, unique cul-

tural attractions and events. Odessa:

your gateway to the Big Bend.

odessacvb. com

P0o ;TEXJ

i %
O lk t

Nov 13-Dec 19 - Peter Pan at Midland Community Theatre - Midland
Dec 1 - Community Christmas Lighting & Fireworks - Pecos
Dec 1-31 - Zipora Fried at Marta Contemporary - Marfa
Dec 1-31 - Joe Yorty at Wrong Store - Marfa
Dec 3-31 - Starbright Village at McKinney Park - Odessa
Dec 4 - Christmas Parade - Fort Stockton

L
Dec 5 - Nature Conservancy Open Hike Day - Fort Davis
Dec 12 - Frontier Christmas! - Fort Davis
Dec 29 - Great Russian Nutcracker at Wagner Noel PAC - Midland/Odessa
Jan 9 - Pecos County Livestock Show - Fort Stockton
Jan 14-16 - Reeves County Jr. Livestock Show, Sale & BBQ - Pecos
Feb 26-27 - Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering - Alpine

I

i

EST TE &
El Paso uadalupe M s ODESSA

S National Park 20 MIDLAND

54 PECOS 385

10 61

I 10 FORT-STOCKTON
Davis tns 17

ao, State 61

FORT DAVIS ALPINE 385 285

MARFA 90

61 118
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OUSTON BUSINESSMAN J.P.
Bryan had been searching for the

perfect site fir a museum tc show-

case his immense collection of

artifacts and artworks chroni-

cling the history of the American

Southwest. When he first stepped
through the grand entrance of the

former Galveston Orphajas Home in the summer of 2013, he

knew that he had found the right place. "Our story is the story

of the West," Bryan says, "and when people were looking to

start a new life for themselves in the West, they came through

Galveston."

The historic brick bui-ding, which was built in 1895 and

reconstructed after the Hurricane of 1900 in a Renaissance

Revival style, suits the historical nature of Bryan's collection.

The home harbored about 6,c 00 children as an orphanage-

including during the 1900 storm-before closing in 1984. The

building had fallen into disrepair, but Bryan saw past the

broken windows, rotted doors, and crumbling mortar: The

spacious children's dcrmitories could be converted into ex-

hibition spaces, and an outbuilding could house a gift shop.

In less than two years of construction and renovation, the

THE BRYAN
MUSEUM,
located at 1315 21st St.

in Galveston, opens

11-4 Fri-Mon. Tickets

cost $10 for adults;

$8 for seniors, military,

and students; $4

for children 6-12.

Call 409/632-7685;
www.thebryan

museum.org.

70 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015
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27,000-square-foot building took shape

as The Bryan Museum and opened to

the public in June 2015.
Tracing his ancestry directly to

Moses Austin (the father of Stephen
F. Austin), Bryan has a passion for art

and history that's infectious-and ap-

parently incurable. He started collect-
ing at a young age and continues to ac-

quire new finds at a steady pace, as does

his wife, Mary Jon.

Sharing history with others is what

inspired Bryan to feature his private

collection of some 70,000 items in a
public museum. "I wanted to pass on to

people young and old the fabulous his-

tory that we share," says Bryan, who

also owns the 1927 Gage Hotel in Mar-

athon. "I think it should be an inspira-

tion to all of us. History is exciting stuff.

I want visitors to know the excitement

of history-and to learn from it."

The Bryan Museum certainly offers a

,Exprec tuHolidy Mgcinoreahmetw

Washington Count
VisitBrenhamTexas.com - Facebook.comNisitBrenham

for a free Visitor Guide call 1-800-509-1152

1
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You'll feel at home for the holidays with a
heartwarming weekend filled with wonderful
activities, touring, dining and shopping in
Waxahachie. Upcoming holiday events include:
Candlelight Home Tour, Bethlehem Revisited
and Santa Run.

r r.

visual adventure, with 10 exhibition

rooms and more than 1,D00 objects on
display. Objects of incred-ble beauty and

significance pack the galleries, such as

an early map of Texas published in 1833
and based on a hand-drawn version by

Stephen F. Austin and an elaborately

hand-tooled leather saddle embellished

with silver that dates to Spanish colo-

nial times.

The first-floor galleries present a

chronological history of the American

West, beginning with its native civiliza-

tions and early explorers, and continu-

ing through colonization, the Texas Rev-

olution, the Mexican-American War, the

Civil War, and the end of the 19th Cen-

tury. Fascinating relics bring the story

to life-among them a 1749 bronze mis-

sion bell, forged in Milaga, Spain, and
shipped to the New World, and a rare

circular shield of painted, hand-stitched

buffalo hid: made in the late 1700s or

early 180Cs by the Cochiti Pueblo peo-

ple, who live on the Rio Grande in New

Mexico. Ong of the most unusual objects

on display is a Civil War-era violin case

modified to conceal a shotgun, with a tin

violin used -o hold powder and shot as

well as a built-in music box that plays

"Dixie" when cranked.

Some of the objects on display can
-'

72 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2015
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be linked to specific individuals who
shaped the development of Texas. Visi-

tors can marvel at a 1551 edition of the
memoir of 16th-Century Spanish ex-

plorer and castaway Cabeza de Vaca;

Stephen F. Austin's calling card and

handkerchief; Santa Anna's field com-
mand book from the Texas campaign of
late 1835 and early 1836; and a receipt
for coffee, tobacco, and other supplies
handwritten in flowing script by Wil-
liam B. Travis at the Alamo, just three

days before the siege began on February

23,1836.

SHOP AND SIP
1 The Bryan Museum's gift shop

carries a selection of art and history

books, as well as artworks and

jewelry created by local and inter-

national artists. The shop also sells

beer, wine, and soft drinks and

offers shaded outdoor seating.

The upstairs galleries feature rotat-

ing exhibitions and thematic displays,
as well as an archives and research li-

brary (available by appointment) with

many shelves of rare books and hold-

ings of historical documents such as let-

ters, land grants, business papers, pho-

tographs, maps, and ephemera related

to Texas and the West.

The stairwell and the broad landing

of the second floor comprise The Rest of

the West exhibition space with an arse-

nal of antique firearms, a dazzling con-

stellation of spurs, and mannequins

modeling spangled 1950s rodeo cos-

tumes for ladies' barrel racing and trick

riding. Art and artifacts on the walls

range from a petrified buffalo skull to

Andy Warhol's vividly colored portrait

of Annie Oakley from his "Cowboys

and Indians" series. Another gallery,
called Texas Masters, is devoted to art-

works by such well-known artists as

Jose Arpa, Tom Lea, and Elisabet Ney.

The gallery also includes two of Ju-

lian Onderdonk's celebrated oil paint-

ings of bluebonnet fields and several of

Frank Reaugh's plein-air sketches of

(V/tew awe a nub Mffwad i~ts

Cu4/4 V ohdJ #, like our world

famous Walkway of Lights-

two million plus bulbs in festive

displays, and just steps away

from unique holiday shopping.

Come for the lights, stay for

the breakfast. Check out special

holiday rates at our hotels:

MARBLEFALLS.ORG

WALKWAY OF LIGHTS

LAKE MARBLE FALLS

Nov. 20-JAN. 1

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 6 CVB

DECEMBER 2015 1 texashighways.com 73
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dd a little zest to your Texas vacation!

Breze into Beaumont for amazing shopping, nonstop
entertainment and delicious culinary experiences.
With so many museums, historic home tours, and
nature trails to blaze - you'd better start planning!
The discoveries in Beaumont are endless.

Request a Free Visitors Guide!
Call 1-800-392-4401 or visit our website

www.BeaumontCVB.com

Visit Beaumont' TX . @VisitBeaumontTX
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West Texas vistas, along with a box of

Reaugh's custom pastels that he made
to match the hues of the native flora.

The adventure continues on the
ground floor, where children search for
treasure in a room sculpted to look like a

pirate's cave. The walls of a larger room
next door feature brightly colored mu-
rals depicting mermaids and sea crea-
tures. Here, young visitors climb aboard
a 13-foot-long ship with replica cannons
emitting puffs of smoke. Nearby, a bus-
tling wharf scene with a protruding
dock provides a venue for a video pre-
sentation about the historical and eco-
nomic importance of the Galveston port,
showing scenes from the island's past.

Even when the building served as an

orphanage, the ground floor was a pop-

ular space for play, as it once housed
an indoor swimming pool. Today, this
space also includes cases filled with
items left behind by the former resi-
dents-clay marbles, a stray shoe, a
rusty toy gun. Most captivating is the
preserved hideout in the crawlspace be-
neath the stairs. The walls are scrawled
with graffiti, childish threats such as

"Keep out this means you," and more
poignant phrases like "no mom no dad
so sad."

In many ways, The Bryan Museum

is preserving not only the history of the
Western United States but also the his-
tory of the building. Over the past year,
the museum's director, Jamie Christy,
has conducted oral-history interviews
with several of the former residents,
one of whom was brought to tears upon
seeing the restoration of the house to its
former glory. The orphaned home has

been given a new purpose: The building

that provided a safe haven for children

for nearly a century is now a safe haven

for history. *

FIND MORE ONLINE
J.P. Bryan, the founder of the Bryan
Museum and an avid collector of
historical treasures, discusses his five

favorite artifacts in the museum at

texashighways.com/webextra.



EVENTS
WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighways.com.
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PANHANDLE PLAINS > Lubbock

Prairie Glow
Step into a "living Christmas card" in Lubbock, where the Na-
tional Ranching Heritage Center's annual Candlelight at the
Ranch re-creates a frontier prairie holiday scene. The center's
trails glow with more than 3,000 luminarias during the event
(6-9 p.m. December 11-12) while reenactors depict Christmas
festivities in about 15 of the center's 19th-Century structures.
There's also an old-time fiddle dance in the 6666 barn and car-
olers strolling the grounds. In the center's main gallery. Santa
Claus visits with children and Brazos West plays cowboy Christ-
mas music. www.depts.ttu.edu/ranchhc.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Dallas

Light Creatures
The days grow short and the nights long during the Texas winter, but we've got
nothing on the ocean depths and hidden caverns so sunless that creatures produce
their own light to survive. At the Perot Museum of Nature and Science, Creatures
of Light: Nature's Bioluminescence explores the earth's darkest ecosystems and the
bioluminescent organisms that chemically generate their own light. See replica ex-
amples ranging from a vampire squid with glowing arm tips to glowworms in New
Zealand caves and backyard fireflies, as well as live flashlight fish. Through February
21. www.perotmuseum.org.

BIG BEND COUNTRY > El Paso

Mural Master
Looking to impress holiday visitors or beef up your Texas bona fides? Consider a
trip to one of four special exhibitions on Tom Lea (1907-2001), the artist, author,
and historian from El Paso known for his insightful chronicling of 20th-Century
Texas and the world. Get a variety of perspectives on Lea at the El Paso Museum
of Art's Tom Lea as Draftsman and Illustrator; the Bullock Museum in Austin's
Tom Lea: Chronicler of 20th Century America; the Museum of the Big Bend in
Alpine's Tom Lea Retrospective; and the National Museum of the Pacific War in
Fredericksburg's Tom Lea, LIFE Magazine and World War ll. www.tomlea.com.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > La Grange

Here We Come a-Wassailing
Join the 30 teams vying to make the tastiest wassail and win the coveted title of "Schmecken-
meister" at La Grange's Schmeckenfest. This eighth-annual kickoff to the Christmas season starts
at 5 p.m. December 3 with a parade around the downtown square followed by a Christmas-tree
lighting, children's activities, food vendors, and after-hours shopping at downtown stores. The
main draw is the wassail competition, in which visitors vote on their favorite version of the hot cider
or spiced-ale drink in the categories of leaded (alcoholic) and unleaded. www.visitlagrangetx.com.

1..

Looking for more holiday
lights and festivals? See our
full holiday event coverage at
www.texashighways.com
for many more ideas on
things to see and do!

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

EL PASO: Made in El Paso:
The Traditions, Influence and
Legacy of E/Paso's Cowboy
Boots Through January 1.
history.elpasotexas.org
915/351-3588

FORT DAVIS: Frontier
Christmas December 12.
www.fortdavis.com
432/426-3015

MONAHANS: Christmas
and Chili Market December 5.
www.monahans.org
432/943-2187

ODESSA: Starbright Village
December 3-31.
www.odessa-tx.gov

GULF COAST

ALVIN: Home for the
Holidays December 5-6.
www.alvintexas.org
281/585-3359

BAYTOWN: Christmas Past
and Present December 12.
www.baytownhistory.org
281/421-2099

BEAUMONT: McFaddin-
Ward Holiday Open House
December 12.
www.mcfaddin-ward.org
409/832-2134

BROWNSVILLE: Holiday
Village November 23-
December 31.
www.holidayvillage.cob.us
956/546-3731
CLEAR LAKE AREA:
Christmas Boat Lane Parade
December 12. www.clear
lakearea.com 281/488-7676

CORPUS CHRISTI: Harbor
Lights Festival December 5-
6. www.harborlightsfestival.
org 361/510-0480

FULSHEAR: Fulshear
Festival of Lights December 5.
www.FulshearArea
Chamber.com

GALVESTON: Ice Land: Ice
Sculptures with SpongeBob
SquarePants Through
January 10. www.moody
gardens.org 800/582-4673

GALVESTON: Dickens on
The Strand December 4-6.
www.dickensonthestrand.org
409/765-7834

HOUSTON: KLUTZ*
Amazingly Immature
Through January 5.
www.cmhouston.org

HOUSTON: Ann Morton:
What Happened Today?/
The Collective Cover Project
Through January 3.
www.crafthouston.org

HOUSTON: Roman
Vishniac Rediscovered
Through January 3.
www.mfah.org 713/639-7300

LA PORTE: Christmas on
Main December 3. www.visit
laportetx.com 281/470-5017

ORANGE: Wicked Plants
October 3-January 2.
www.starkculturalvenues.org
409/886-2787

ORANGE: CREATE!
Workshop: Impressionism,
Abstraction and the Poured
Paint Process December 19.
www.starkculturalvenues.org
409/886-2787

PHOTOS: (from top) Kevin Stillman: AMNH/D. Finnin: "Rio Grande." oil on canvas by Tom Lea, 1954, courtesy El Paso
Museum of Art. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Decherd: courtesy City of La Grange. DECEMBER 2015 I texashighl'ays.com 75
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Enjoy

4 million watts

of
holiday spirit

and
100's of years

Christmas at
Old Fort Concho

December 4 - 6

Concho Christmas
Celebration

December 5 - 31

PORT ARANSAS: Carolers
Afloat/Boat Lighting Parade
December 5. www.port
aransas.org 361/749-5919

PORT O'CONNOR:
Annual Lighted Boat Parade
December 5. www.port
oconnorchambercom
361/983-2898

ROCKPORT: Tropical
Christmas Festival
December 5. www.cityof
rockport.com 361/727-2158

ROCKPORT: Lighted Boat
Parade December 12.
www.rockportyachtclub.org
361/463-1193

SAN BENITO: Longest
Lighted Christmas Parade
December 12.
www.cityofsanabenito.com
956/361-3800

SPRING: Home for the
Holidays Through
December 21.
www.oldtownspring.com
281/353-9310

SUGAR LAND: Holidays in
the Plaza December 4-5,11,
18-19. www.sugarlandtown
square.com 281/276-6000

TOMBALL: German
Christmas Market and
Festival December 11-13.
www.tomballgermanfest.org
281/379-6844

HILL COUNTRY

AUSTIN: Blue Genie
Art Bazaar November 27-
December 24.
www.bluegenieartbazaar.com
512/222-7303

AUSTIN: The Crusader
Bible: A Gothic Masterpiece
December 12-April 3.
www.blantonmuseum.org

AUSTIN: Luminations
December 12-13. www.
wildflower.org/events

BURNET: Christmas at Old
Fort Croghan December 12.
www.fortcroghan.org
512/756-8281

CASTROVILLE: Old-
Fashioned Christmas
December 4-5.
www.castroville.com
830/538-3142

FREDERICKSBURG: Light
the Night Christmas Parade
and AfterGlow December 4.
www.lightthenightchristmas
parade.com 830/997-5000

FREDERICKSBURG:
Pearl Harbor Day
Observance December 7.
www.pacificwarmuseum.org
830/997-8600, ext. 205

GRUENE: Pony Express
Ride and Town Lighting
December 5. www.gruene
texas.com 830/832-1721

JOHNSON CITY: Lights
Spectacular November 22-
January 1. www.lbjcountry.
com 830/868-7684

JOHNSON CITY: A
Timeless Christmas in
Johnson City December 5.
www.nps.gov/lyjo
830/868-7128

KERRVILLE: Hill Country
Holiday Shopping
Extravaganza December 12.
www.bluesagehall.com
832/316-8044

LUCKENBACH: New Year's
Eve Celebration December 31.
www.luckenbachtexas.com
830/997-3224

NEW BRAUNFELS:
Wassailfest December 3.
www.innewbraunfels.com
830/221-4350

SAN MARCOS: Sights
and Sounds of Christmas
December 2-5.
www.toursanmarcos.com
512/393-8400

TAYLOR: Main Street
Christmas Bazaar December 5.
www.ci.taylor.tx.us
512/352-3463

WIMBERLEY: Winter's
Eve: A Christmas Festival
December 12. www.
wimberleymerchants.com
512/847-1818

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

ANSON: Original Texas
Cowboys' Christmas Ball
December 17-19.
www.ansoncowboys
christmasball.com
325/537-2589

BAIRD: Christmas Village
November 27-December 19.
www.bairdchamber.com
325/854-1212

CANYON: Philip R.
Goodwin: America's Sporting
& Wildlife Artist. A Private
Collection Through January 30.
www.panhandleplains.org

DALHART: Tour of Homes
December 12. 806/341-1715

MINERAL WELLS:
Mineral Wells Paracon 2015
December 4-6. www.
mwp2015.com 469/248-7515

QUANAH: Christmas
Festival and Lighted Parade
December 5.940/663-2222

SAN ANGELO: Views of
Venice by American Artists
from the Graham D. Williford
Charitable Trust
Through January 10.
www.samfa.org 325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO: Christmas at
Old Fort Concho December 4-
6. www.fortconcho.com
325/481-2648

SAN ANGELO: Concho
Christmas Celebration Tour
of Lights December 4-31.
www.visitsanangelo.org
325/655-4136

VEGA: Christmas on the
Square December 7. www.
oldhamcofc.org 806/267-2828

76 texashighways.com DECEMBER 2015



VERNON: Christmas on the
Western Trail Celebration
December 12.940/553-3766

WYLIE: Wylie Arts Festival
December 5. www.wylie
texas.gov 972/516-6016

PINEY WOODS

COLDSPRING: Christmas
on the Square December 12.
www.coldspringtexas.org
936/653-2184

HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville
for the Holidays December 4-
6. www.huntsvilletexas.com
800/289-0389

JEFFERSON: Christmas
Candlelight Tour of Homes
December 3-5,10-12.
www.JeffersonCandlelight.
com 903/665-7064

LUFKIN: Yule Love
Lufkin Christmas Festival
December 18-21. www.visit
lufkin.com 936/633-0359

MAGNOLIA: Hometown
Christmas and Annual
Parade December12.
www.MagnoliaTx
HistoricalSociety.com

NACOGDOCHES: Nine
Flags Festival November 19-
December 12. www.
visitnacogdoches.org
888/653-3788

PALESTINE: Frost Fest
December 4-6. www.
palestinefrostfest.com
903/729-6066
THE WOODLANDS:
Lighting of The Doves and
International Winter on the
Waterway November 21-
January 3. www.holidayin
thewoodlands.com
877/963-2447

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

ARLINGTON: Texas
Christkindl Market
November 27-December 23.
www.texaschristkindlmarket.
com 972/726-4377

BASTROP: Bastrop County
Historical Society Holiday
Homes Tour December 12.
www.BastropCounty
HistoricalSociety.com
512/303-0057

CANTON: First Monday
Trade Days December 3-6,
31-January 3. www.first
mondaycanton.com
903/567-6556

CLEBURNE: Whistle Stop
Christmas November 23-
December 31. www.
whistlestopchristmas.org
817/645-2455

CLIFTON: Norwegian
Country Christmas Home
Tour December 5.
www.bosquemuseum.org
254/675-3845
COLLEGE STATION:
Christmas in the Park

December 4-6.
www.cstx.gov/christmas

DALLAS: Holiday at the
Arboretum featuring The 12
Days of Christmas and The
Artistry of the Nativity
Through January 3. www.
dallasarboretum.org

DALLAS: Giuseppe Penone:
Being the River, Repeating
the Forest Through
January 10. www.Nasher
SculptureCenter.org

DECATUR: Moonlight
Madness December 5. www.
decaturtx.com 940/627-3107

DENTON: Wassail Fest
December 4-5.
www.dentonmainstreet.org
940/367-7321

ENNIS: Lights of Ennis
December 1-31.
www.visitennis.org
972/878-4748

FAYETTEVILLE: Country
Christmas and Homes Tour
December12. www.
fayettevilletxchamber.org
979/877-5290

FLATONIA: Christmas
Village Lighting December 1.
www.flatoniachamber.com
361/865-3920

FORT WORTH: Remington
and Russell, Retold Through
January 10. Sid Richardson
Museum. www.sidrichardson
museum.org 817/332-6554

FORT WORTH: Self-
Taught Genius: Treasures
from the American Folk Art
Museum Through January 3.
www.cartermuseum.org
817/738-1933

FORT WORTH: Christmas
in the Stockyards December 5.
www.stockyardstation.com
817/625-9715

FRISCO: Christmas in the
Square November 27-
January 2. www.friscosquare.
com/cits 469/633-1721

GAINESVILLE: Festival
of Trees November 30-
December 30.
www.gainesvillecofc.com
940/665-2531

GARLAND: Christmas on
the Square December 3.
www.christmasonthesquare.
com 972/205-2750

GONZALES: Winterfest
Celebration December 4-6.
www.cityofgonzales.org
830/672-2815

GRANBURY: Granbury:
A Candlelight Tour
December 4-5. www.
granburycandlelighttour.com
682/936-4550

GRAPEVINE: ICEland
Lone Star Christmas Exhibits
Through January 3. www.
GaylordTexan.com

GRAPEVINE: North Pole
Express November 27-29,

-at aS

3 Come Visit Santa & Mrs. Claus

$ Santa's Ornament & Cookie Workshop

E See The Live Nativity Scene

E A 1 O-Piece Marching Band

$ Elves Who Give Out Candy

$ Buhhles And Other Cool Treats Too!

December 13th - 2 - 6:30pm

SAN SABA
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

November 26th -January 6

See the Dancing Lights of .1i// Pond Park night/v

CHRISTMAS DOWNTOWN
December 5th at EsteplBurleson Plaza - December 19thfor the
Open House of the Police Station on the square

Make Christmas Alerry in Dowentoren San Saba Ci
SIP'n

STROLL
2-6 pm

$20 a ticket
incldeaninc glat.
and 8a ast pours
ani ticket can e
purchased at

LIGHTED
CHRISTMAS PARADE

6 :30pm
witlh THE RIVER CITY BAND

VILLAGE OF

T F X A S

UP-

50 mi. Houston 232 mi. San Antonio
200 mi. Austin 300 mi Dalias

t -

yon-Sa6
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December 4-6,11-13,18-20.
www.GrapevineTexasUSA.
com 817/410-3185

IRVING: Holiday Extrava-
ganza December 5. www.
cityofirving.org 972/401-7729

KAUFMAN: Christmas
Tree Lighting and Lighted
Parade December 3. www.
kaufmantx.org 972/932-2216

MESQUITE: Christmas in
the Park December 3-5.
www.cityofmesquite.com
972/216-6260

ROUND TOP: Christmas in
Round Top December 5.
www.roundtop.org
979/249-4042

SALADO: Christmas Stroll
December 4-6,11-13. www.
salado.com 254/947-8634

SEALY: Fantasy of Lights
December 4-6. www.sealy
communityfoundation.org

SHINER: Christmas in the
Park December 3. www.
shinertx.com 361/594-4180

THE COLONY: Holiday in
the Park and Parade of
Lights December 5.
www.visitthecolonytx.com
972/625-1106

THE COLONY: The Colony
Christmas Spectacular
December 5-January 2.
www.visitthecolonytx.com
972/625-1106

VAN: Spirit of Christmas
Celebration and Van Oil
Museum Derrick Lighting
December 5. www.vantx.com
903/368-4015

WACO: A Dr Pepper
Christmas December 4.
www.drpeppermuseum.com
254/757-1024

WACO: Waco Wonderland
December 5-12. www.waco-
texas.com 254/750-8080

WAXAHACHIE: Christmas
Parade and Tree Lighting
December 1. www.
waxahachiecvb.com
972/937-2390

WEATHERFORD:
Garden a Glow
December 5.
www.clarkgardens.org
940/682-4856

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS
BEEVILLE: Urban Myths
Through December 19.
www.bamtexas.org
361/358-8615

EAGLE PASS: Christmas/
Festival de Luces December 4.
830/773-4343

GOLIAD: Christmas in
Goliad December 4-5.
361/645-8767

HIDALGO: Festival of
Lights December 1-31.
www.hidfol.com

LAREDO: Laredo Northside
Market December 5.
956/763-0138

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta de
las Luminarias December 4-
6,11-13,18-20. www.thesan
antonioriverwalk.com

SAN ANTONIO: Tamales
at Pearl December 5.
www.atpearl.com/tamales

SAN ANTONIO: The Battle
of Bajar and the Capitulation
of Gen.Cos December12. www.
sanantoniolivinghistory.org

SAN ANTONIO: Celebrate
San Antonio-New Year's Eve
December 31. www.visit
sanantonio.com

WESLACO: City of Weslaco
Christmas Tree Lighting
December 11. www.facebook.
com/AlfrescoWeslaco
956/969-0838

WESLACO: Mid-Valley
Lighted Christmas Parade
December18. www.facebook.
com/AlfrescoWeslaco
956/969-0838

WANT MORE?
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT
www.texashighways.com.
FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de-
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or
Canada, between 8-6 Central.

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452-
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance,
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including
the official Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official Travel
Map, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form;
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines:
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1;
Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION (required by 39 USC 3685)

filed September 28, 2015, for TEXAS HIGHWAYS magazine, publication number 404349, published
monthly, 12 issues annually for an annual subscription price of $24.95, by the Texas Department of
Transportation, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78714-1009, contact person Deborah
Follien, telephone 512/486-5887, located at 150 East Riverside Drive, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78704.
Publisher: Joan Henderson, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78714-1009. Editor: Jill
Lawless, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Texas 78714-1009.

Owner: Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East iith Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483. Known

bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding s percent or more of total amount of

bonds, mortgages, or other securities: None. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization

and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes have not changed during the preceding 12 months.

Publication Title: Texas Highways Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October 2015

Average No. Copies Each Issue No. Copies of Single Issue

Extent and Nature of Circulation During Preceding 12 Months Published Nearest to Filing Date
A.Total No. Copies (Net Press Run) 193,213 178,222
1. Paid/Requested Outside-County Mail Subscriptions

Stated on Form 3541 135,389 117,383
3. Sales Through Dealers & Carriers, Street Vendors,

Counter Sales, and Other Non-USPS Paid Distribution 4,743 4,099
C.Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation 140,132 121,482
D.Free Distribution by Mail Samples,

Complimentary, and Other Free
1. Outside-County as Stated on Form 3541 39,068 40,218

E. Free Distribution Outside the Mail (Carriers or other means) 702 638
F. Total Free Distribution (Sum of 15D and 15E) 39,770 40,856
G. Total Distribution (Sum of 15C and 15F) 179,902 162,338
H.Copies Not Distributed 13,311 13,148
I. TOTAL (Sum of 15G and 15H), 193,213 175,486
Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation (15C/15Gx100) 77.89% 74.83%
J. Paid Electronic Copies 13,656 13,429
K. TOTAL Paid Print Copies (Line 15C) + Paid Electronic Copies 153,788 134,911
L. TOTAL Print Distribution (Line 15F) + Paid Electronic Copies 193,558 175,767
Percent Paid (Both print and electronic copies) 79% 79%
Publication of Statement of Ownership Required. Will be printed in the December 2015 issue of this publication.

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete:
Signed Deborah Follien, Operations Manager
certiy that al information furnished on rhis form is rrue and complete. I understand that anyone who furnishes tulse or mileading information on

rhio torm or who omits material or informarion requested on rhe torm may be subjectrto criminal sanctions (including tines and imprisonment) and/or
civil sanctions (including multiple damages and civil penalties).
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Reader Service Guide to Advertisers
For information from our advertisers, use the forms

in this issue, or go to www.texashighways.com.
(Reader service numbers are in bold.)

1. Amarillo Convention & Visitors Council pg. 17
2. Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 74
3. Brenham/Washington County pg. 71
4. Bryan-College Station Convention & Visitors

Bureau pg. 10
5. Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce & Visitors

Bureau pg. 30
6. Cuero Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture pg. 26
7. Dallas Arboretum pg. 29
8. Denison Chamber of Commerce pg. 70
9. Eilenberger's Bakery pg. 35

10. Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 2
11. Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 13
12. Galveston Island Section pg. 64-67

The Bryan Museum
Galveston Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier
The Grand 1894 Opera House
Hotel Galvez & Spa and Tremont House
Lone Star Flight Museum
Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig Museum

and Education Center
The San Luis Resort, Spa and Conference Center
Sand N Sea Properties

13. George Boutwell's Texas Collection pg. 36
14. George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum

pg. 21
15. Georgetown Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 76
16. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 70
17. Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau Back Cover
18. Greenville Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 72
19. Irving Arts Center pg. 19
20. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 71
21. Longview Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 19
22. Mansfield Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 37
23. Marathon pg. 28
24. Marble Falls-Lake LBJ Chamber of Commerce and

Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 73
25. Round Top Area Chamber of Commerce pg. 82
26. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce pg. 76
27. San Antonio Zoo pg. 25
28. San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 32
29. City of San Saba pg. 77
30. City of Shenandoah pg. 77
31. Stark Cultural Venues pg. 14
32. Texas Parks & Wildlife pg. 73
33. Texas State Railroad pg. 22
34. Village of Surfside Beach pg. 77
35. Visit Big Bend pg. 74
36. Visit Lubbock pg. 4
37. Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 72
38. West Texas Co-op pg. 68

City of Alpine
Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce
Fort Stockton Convention & Visitors Bureau
City of Marfa
Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau
Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau
Pecos Tourism

39. The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau pg. 31
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Information

FROM OUR ADVERTISERS

ONLINE:
Go to www.texashighways.com
and select Advertising Information
at the bottom of the page.

BY MAIL:
Locate the numbers printed to the
left of each advertiser on the
Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.
Circle the corresponding numbers on
the postage-paid card at right
and mail today.

BY FAX:
Submit your card to our toll-free

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

We offer a
fabulous array of

Lone Star-themed
and Texas-made

products!

Mail with payment to:
Texas Highways

PO Box 8558
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

U.S. SHIPPING
& HANDLING

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.)

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95
$50.00 to $74.99 .... $11.95
$75.00 to $99.99.......$13.95
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95
$200.00 + ................$21.95

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H
prices. International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside
the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan-
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to
your subtotal.
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TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP
It's easy to order!

ONINEi shop.texashighways.com

View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.

EY PHOE: 800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central * Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central * Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Fill out the order form below.
Include your payment. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:

Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

City State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( _
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

Q] Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: ] Visa Q MasterCard
] Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

Signature

Product order must
include payment.

By state law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable.

DEC15TH

Item # Size Description Oty. Price $ Total

Product Total
Shipping & Handling (See chart on left)

SUBTOTAL
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas productss + S&H).

TOTAL
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TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP
It's easy to order!

ONINE:,1 shop.texashighways.com

View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.

BYPHE: 800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central *. Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central " Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

BYMIL: Fill out the order form below.
Include your payment. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:

Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

We offer a
fabulous array of
Lone Star-themed
and Texas-made

products!

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

. State Zip

Daytime Phone Number (_
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

D Check or money order encosed (payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard
D Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

Signature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right)

SUBTOTAL

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas productss + S&H).
TOTAL

Product order must
include payment.

By state law,
shipping and
handling charges
are taxable.

DEC15TH

Mail with payment to:
Texas Highways

PO Box 8558
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

U.S. SHIPPING
& HANDLING

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.)

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95
$50.00 to $74.99 --.----. $11.95
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95
$150.00 to $199.99.......$18.95
$200.00 + ................ $21.95

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H
prices. International shipping times vary.
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside
the continental U.S.
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan-
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to
your subtotal.

NO POSTAGE
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THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP is your one stop shop for
the perfect Lose Star-t-iemed gift. Look for our True Texas line, which

highlights the exceptional creativ ty of Texas-based artisans with
products designed anc manufactured in exas. Shop with us for clothing,

books, home decor, and more ... all sure to please your favorite Texan!

shop.texashighways.com
800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.)
or use the ORDER FORM in this issue.
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TRUE TEXAS COLORS!
Ouw exclusive tote bag and apron features

original artwork from Austin illustrator

ALETHA ST. ROMAIN. Both are made from
loo% organic Texas-grown cotton and artwork

is applied using direct -to-garment printing.
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Orchid Tree RV Park - open all year!
For reservations, call 713-854-0907

www.OrchidTreeParkandGalllery.com

The Lone Star Gallery
Antique & Vintage Shows

thelonestargallery.com

.1-El
;r Rli 13I

Texas Eats & Drinks
Henkel Square

TeaguesTavern.com

THE GARDE C

HADOUARTERS

ne arden co. Cafe
Coming to Round Top Spring 2016

thegardencoandcafe.com

The Junk Gypsy
www.gypsyville.com

979-249-JUNK

niua iaree-. AntiqueWeekend.com
Henkel Square Market For All Your Show Information

979-249-5453 antiqueweekend.com

come hoime to our heritage

LL'\URY

Bistro 108 HeritageTexas Country Properties
Where Friends are Met & Made heritagetexascountry.com

979-968-9108 979-249-5767

The Compound
2550 S. St. Hwy. 237

979-249-5840

Round Top Area Chamber of Commerce - 110 Schumann Lane, Round Top, TX 78954 ~ 979-2494042 - 888-3684783 - info@roundtop.org - roundtop.org

(I .
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tut Daytripper
WITH CHET GARNER

f ~K1

lifeboat. But after seeing the tight quarters

and daily menu of early sailing expeditions

to Texas, I'm happy I get to explore

modern Texas. There's way less scurvy

and smoked cod.

At the Aquarium at

Rockport Harbor, I was taken aback by

the exotic-looking fish, only to find out that

most are native to our Texas waters. Don't

k --

miss Marley the moray eel,
who isn't from Texas but is so

popular he gets his own birthday

party every year. I picked up

a dolphin skull, touched our

state shell, the lightning whelk,

and left with a new appreciation

for the diversity of Texas waters.

I crossed the Copano

Rocking Rockport-Fulton
While the bayfront community of Rockport-Fulton is actually two
separate towns, it packs a coastal-combo punch unlike any other. And
while many tourists flock to the beach during the summer months, a
different sort of migration happens each winter, attracting trippers of
all types. I decided to join them in going coastal in the cold, and I'll never
be the same again.

t felt strarge heading

toward the beach in a winter coat and hat,

but I arrived at Fulton Harbor and shoved

off for a morning cruise wi:h Rockport

Birding and Kayak Adventures. The boat,
filled with birders from all over the world,

crossed Aransas Bay in search of a bird so

rare that only about 300 remain in the wild:

the whooping crane. It's the largest bird in

North America-adults stand more than

five feet tall-and every winter, the world's

only reproducing flock ma<es a 2,800-mile

journey from Northern Alberta, Canada, to

Texas to dine on blue crabs at the Aransas

National Wildlife Refuge. We spotted the
"whoopers," and on cue the binoculars and

cameras came out to capture the moment.

I made my way to Alby's

Seafood for lunch. This mom-and-pop

market has been in business for more than

30 years, selling the freshest fish, oysters,

and shrimp the ocean has to offer. There's

also a small carry-out window where Alby's

daughter Hope turns that fresh seafood into

po-boy sandwiches. I grabbed a fried oyster

po-boy and sat outside in the sun, feasting

better than Poseidon himself.

I drove through town

admiring the peculiar oak trees, which grow

sideways as a result of the constant onshore

breeze. I eventually ended up in Downtown

Rockport, where I quickly found myself

charmed by the colorful murals, friendly

shop owners, and bait stands. Of course,
I couldn't pass up the opportunity to snap

a picture with the big blue crab.

I headed to the Texas

Maritime Museum, filled with exhibits

covering all aspects of life and work on the

high seas. I enjoyed the shrimping display

and peeking into an offshore oil and gas

Bay Bridge to Goose Island State Park

to see one of the biggest trees in Texas,
appropriately named "The Big Tree." My

jaw dropped as I laid eyes on this beauty,

estimated to be more than 1,000 years

old with branches spanning an impressive

90 feet. The tree is currently fenced off

so that it stays healthy for another 1,000

years (hopefully).

Winter is prime season

for oysters, so I headed to Charlotte

Plummer's, located in a building that has

housed restaurants for more than 100 years.

After polishing off a dozen or more briny

and beautiful bivalves, I ordered the freshest

fish of the day for my main course.

As I dove into my plate of grilled amberjack,
I looked out at the harbor and reflected on

my day. The charm of the coast is obvious

in the summer, but once you experience the

salty breeze mixed with winter's chill, you

may find yourself joining the migration to

the cold coast of Texas. So whether you

follow my footsteps or forge your own path,
I hope to see you on the road. *

Contact the Rockport-
Fulton Chamber of
Commerce, 800/242-0071;

www.rockport-fulton.org.
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Matters

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING

The Git of the Getaway
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ME!

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

RAVEL IS THE GIFT WE GIVE OUR-
selves. Think about it. There are the

carefully wrapped gifts, the ones we

save for and dream about. Some of

those are the trips we make to far-flung

places. But sometimes the big gift, the

luxurious trip, can be closer to home.

Rough Creek Lodge, tucked away on

miles and miles of undulating ranchland just outside Glen

Rose, is not a place I can afford to visit often, but with some

planning I can give myself a getaway there once a year. It's a

place that has a uniquely Texan sort of luxuriousness, with

the indulgence in all the right places: the linens, the beds, the

fabulous food, the spa. There are certainly more active activi-

ties if one wants to make an effort, but for me an opportunity

to do little or nothing is a gift I don't give myself often enough.

There are places I consider to be "big gifts" all around the

state, some not because they are pricey, but because they take

planning and a bit of time to get the details wrapped up. Big

Bend excursions are like that for me. But part of what is so

special about extended stays in the national park or anywhere

nearby is that you have to plan ahead and make a commit-

ment to those journeys in advance-the only way to secure

accommodations at one of the solidly booked, perpetually pop-

ular lodgings. Embracing the trip anticipation-the counting

down of the days, especially fun with children-is something

I've taught myself to enjoy as an adult.

Finally, let's not forget the stocking stuffers. Certainly there

are years-I've had long stretches of them-when any sort of

travel is out of the question, whether for reasons of responsi-

bilities or money or time. That's when you pull out those long-

ago gifts and travel in ways that cost little to nothing in terms

of time or money. Retrieving a photo album long stashed away,

from a trip mostly forgotten, can take you on a journey that is

as close to time travel as we'll get.

Here's my favorite anytime journey, whatever the hour,

whatever the season. Treat yourself to coffee in a diner. Even

a block from the house, drinking coffee in a diner always feels

like the beginning of an adventure to me. This works espe-

cially well if it's really early in the morning and the place is

completely new to you. Try it. If you're

Drinking coffee doing it right the waitress will ask you

in a diner always where you're from. *
feels like the
beginning of an
adventure to me.

Find Dabs Rodriguez'sfill adventure at

texashighways.com/matters.
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RearVIEW

ONE LAST THOUGHT
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Girls Are Weird
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A SNOW-COVERED picket fence in Wichita Falls presents a perfect perch for this dark-eyed junco. PHOTO Larry Ditto

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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