
-il Cyuntry river recovering Find out the shared history
after devastating 2015 flcods of state and national parks

50 years ago, the first lady
headed west to boost parks .

-1 
j

/ (

Vi-- s/ IItvu

44

QSD

T r -- R

fi 'A'

2

0 7

p ,

< -
,

: 
"

'
.... , "

4 ', ?

.;, " :fi ' "{ ,'

y yy

OEM

if ./'

d 
' .

i qn

M l I ' lnrl' + A,



w.s.:.

. sari 
ry ki "" ,

,r~

..:

.- 
.

.;
__,

- s -

- - -i 1s _ .4S 1 IS d



let4

$4

AR To

?w 4

t 3 y

V

a;':'1tw

auea 'axwrt

a

.

" '

.. tip F "a,.. _ ~ 4, 

_ _ _

~-

Y: ., .

Y -

Ili



tagj ,- ' eA4j"g )

R OF STATE PA

- - e

e sy

t L,. r 7 z

ON THE COVER: The

morning sun casts a glow

over the Frio River and

Garner State Park's Old

Baldy. Photo @ Eric Pohl

BACK COVER: The waters

of Onion Creek tumble over
the falls at McKinney Falls
State Park in Austin. Photo

Aaron Bates Photography
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32 Bringing Back
the Blanco
Residents, experts face
challenges to restore the river
after historic 2015 floods.
by Robert Currie

4 ONatural
Connections
National parks, state parks
share many historical ties.
by Russell Roe
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+ "NOTHING IS MORE CONDUCIVE TO THE HEALTH AND

CONTENTMENT AND HAPPINESS OF A PEOPLE THAN FOR THEM

TO COMMUNE WITH NATURE, LOITERING ON BLUE-BONNETED

HILLS OR DAISY-DECKED MEADOWS, WITH BEES AND BIRDS

FOR COMPANIONS IN AN ATMOSPHERE SWEET WITH THE

PERFUME FROM FLOWERS OF A THOUSAND HUES."

- GOV. PAT NEFF, STATE PARK SPEECH, 1925
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WHILE PLANNING THIS JULY ISSUE, the irony of the

juxtaposition of our features did not escape detection. Who doesn't
relish taking a refreshing dip in the Frio River at our beloved Garner

State Park (Page 26) or quenching the parched heat in the swimming
holes listed on Page 30? After all, rivers and creeks and lakes and

ponds are at the heart of any outdoor summer fun in Texas.

Even the Blanco River's waters run plentiful and so clear this year after
the 2015 flood, filled with residents and tourists and plenty of frolicking

kids celebrating their seemingly endless summer. Most years we'd be

complaining about the drought and wondering if there's enough water

to paddle our canoes and kayaks without endlessly portaging.

Such is the state of water in Texas. We worry about too little;

we worry about too much.

Maybe, for one brief moment this summer, it will be just enough.
Savor it, folks. Pretend you're Goldilocks and this is Baby Bear's bed -
just enjoy the sweet blessing of water. Then we'll get back to worrying

about it again.

What better place to celebrate the gift of water than a state park,
whether it's the favorite park just outside the city or a new-to-you

destination way across Texas? Pick your pleasure - the flowing

waters of a river or stream or the pounding, salty surf of the Gulf?

Maybe it's the lake you grew up swimming in (Ray Hubbard for me)

or the desert oasis you've only seen in photos, Balmorhea.

We named 2016 "The Year of State Parks" at Texas Parks & Wildlife

magazine, and we hope you've enjoyed the park profiles and lists

so far this year. No coincidence that it's also the centennial of the

National Park Service. I had the privilege of an unexpected private
lunch confab with the esteemed director of our national parks,

Jonathan Jarvis, at a Children in Nature conference in Bastrop last

year. What kismet! Well, truthfully, I saw him sit down alone, counted
to three and pounced. He was kind, and the conversation, fascinating.

I walked away starstruck and inspired. Not sure I ate a bite.

Managing Editor Russell Roe offers two separate but connected articles

in this issue, just as our state and national parks are separate but

connected. You're probably already aware of national parks in Texas
like Big Bend National Park and the LBJ complex in the Hill Country,

but did you know there are 16 NPS sites in Texas? Confession: I could
only name a handful. Don't forget to check out Russell's well-told tale

of Lady Bird Johnson's remarkable trek to Big Bend 50 years ago.

Louie Bond, Editor
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AT ISSUE

BROKEN HEARTS ON THE BLANCO
"EACH MAGNIFICENT TREE had its own tragic

sound as it broke, a different pitch and

volume. The first few breaks came slowly.

I didn't want to believe that sound was a

tree. A blessed few moments, when only the

freight-train roar of the river was heard, and

then the deepest, most gut-wrenching sounds

of all. Undeniably trees. The cypress trees.

"8, 9, 10 ... 11, 12, 13... 141516171819. Oh my God, no. I tried to stop
counting. These trees were under 40 feet of water. How could
I possibly hear them? Did my huge pecan break first and then
get ripped out, taproot and all? Did it leave its home quietly? On
what number of my count did it abandon me? Slowly, the roar
of the river was the only sound again."

Wimberley's Caroline French Rolling is one of many who
endured the historic Memorial Day flood of 2015, when the
usually calm, green waters of the Blanco River rose like a
monster of the night and scoured the riparian area of 500-year-

old trees, including the river's distinctive line of cypress.
Those who lived along the river like Rolling not only heard the
roar of the raging river and the snapping of ancient trunks,
they listened in horror to the screams of those swept away,
sounds that haunt their dreams even today. Rolling posted her
recollections of that living nightmare on social media as the
first anniversary approached on May 23 of this year. Others did
as well, a sort of public catharsis, poking at the wounds that
haven't really healed yet, and may never.

While those broken hearts and troubled minds may be

difficult to see, the scarred banks of the Blanco still reveal a

gaping wound. Where once the graceful cypress trees stood
sentinel, the jagged remains of trunks and roots jut up from

jumbled debris, providing a visual reminder to folks who
really don't need one. Our hearts are buried within those

twisted tangles along the riverbank, forever pierced by those
unforgettable sounds and the sights that remain long after

those heartbreaking hours.

Many publications are remembering that tragic flood
at this time, but we chose to take the TPWD approach,
as always. What is the impact on our land and water,
those wild places and wild things we love so much?
How can we repair the damage and protect ourselves
from further damage? Longtime Wimberley resident and
award-winning documentarian Robert Currie helps us
examine the creative steps that folks along the Blanco
are taking to resolve these issues. Together, residents
and volunteers are working with TPWD and other
agencies to find the best way to help the Blanco heal.
Their diligence and attention to "natural ways" in this
slow process could be of help to other vital waterways
across the state following future unforeseen disasters.

While we enjoy Independence Day at our favorite
swimming hole, take a moment to appreciate the cool,
clear water for all of its glorious wonder. Full to the
brim, refreshingly clean and pure, heaven sent on a

scorching summer day, it's a miracle we should never

take for granted.

EDITOR

8 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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Send your letters to
Texas Parks &CWildlife magazine
4200 Smith School Road
Austin, TX 78744

We reserve the right to edit letters for

length and clarity.

u mogozine@tpwd.texos.gov

0 focebook.com/tpwmogozine
O twitter.com/tpwmogozine

® instogrom.com/tpwmogozine
www.tpwmogozine.com

WORLD BIRDING CENTER OR

A PARADISE FOR WROMLFF

What a delight to see the state parks of the World Birding

Center in the Rio Grande Valley featured on the cover f the
May issue! This unique world-class wildlife treasure has been
acclaimed by countless visitors to the area.

Through volunteer programs, many local residents, as well as winter Texans, are
able to share their enjoyment of both regional and migratory bird species found in
those locations.

As a Master Naturalist, I have seen how the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
staff of the WBC goes beyond excellent stewardship of state land. Through their tireless
yet enthusiastic efforts, they support a variety of outreach initiatives that connect people
to the land. That vital connection to the natural beauty of the parks ensures that both
visitors and residents understand the importance of conserving these pa:ks for future
generations. Credit also goes to TPWD's Russell Fishbeck and the rest of the agency for
the foresight and initiative that created such a paradise not just for birds End birders but
for local children who are growing up with the opportunity to appreciate the varied and
rich natural habitat found in the Valley.

While the WBC state parks host a splendid diversity of melodic birds, I believe the
unsung heroes truly are the parks department staff.

Great story ("Maiden of the Monarchs,"

March 2016), but you left readers with a

mystery: What "controversy" followed

the discovery of the monarchs' wintering

place? And why would Fred Urquhart

and National Geographic treat the team of

Kenneth Brugger and Catalina Trail so

unprofessionally?

An important part of this

story is missing.

BECKY JONES

McAllen

fascinating

ANN HAFFTEN

Weatherford

Thanks for the historical parks article

and the one on Washington-on-the-

Brazos in the March issue. The paragraph

on historical sites around Goliad next to

the picture of Presidio La Bahia states that

the massacre site is where the monument

is today. Actually, Col. Fannin's men who

could walk were divided up into three

groups and marched out in different

directions from the fort, where they were
executed. Their clothes were removed from

their bodies and their bodies left at these

locations for months till after San Jacinto.

The remains were then gathered and

buried at the location of today's monument.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

has recently acquired the land where one

of these massacre sites is located.

DALE ELIOT

Goliad

I enjoyed the article and photos

by Wyman Meinzer in the May 2016
magazine ("One in a Million"). I also

enjoyed the Parting Shot on Page 58. Can

you tell me the brand and style of the

high-top boots Mr. Meinzer wears?

KEVIN MELTON

Maypearl

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine
responds: Photographer Wyman Meinzer

says his W.C. Russell boots are made for
him by the Russell Moccasin company
(russellmoccasin.com), which offers a variety of
footwear geared toward outdoor enthusiasts.

JULY 2016 * 9
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Ten Peaks ii
IN WHAT COULD BE a first for Texas,
outdoorsmen Deryl McKinnerney
and Grant Bauer scaled all 10 of the
8,000-foot peaks in Texas in three
days at the beginning of April.

Eight of the peaks are in Guadalupe
Mountains National Park, and two are
in the Davis Mountains.

The duo spent Day 1 hiking
the highest peaks in the state -
Guadalupe Peak, Shumard, Bartlett,
Bush and El Capitan - and stayed the
night on Bush, where McKinnerney's
wife and daughter had set up camp.
Day 2 took them to three more
Guadalupe Mountains peaks - Blue
Ridge, a peak known as 8342 and
Hunter Peak. The next day, they drove
to the Davis Mountains to bag the
remaining two - Mount Livermore
and Mescalero, which are on land
owned by the Nature Conservancy.

The trek covered 38 miles of hiking
and an elevation gain of 15,358 feet.

The idea came about when
McKinnerney, a hunting guide and
rancher from the Hill Country
town of Tarpley, started visiting the
Guadalupe Mountains a few years ago.

Passport to Texas is your guide to the great
Texas outdoors. Any time you tune in, you'll
remember why you love Texas.
Go to www.passporttotexas.org

to find a station near you that airs

~Three Days"1
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"I've had the good fortune of hiking
in so many wonderful places," he says.
"A few years ago I finally went to the
Guadalupes, and nothing inspired me
more to want to climb mountains
than that place."

He and Bauer figured they could
tackle all the 8,000-foot mountains in
the park. They later decided to add the
Davis Mountains peaks to complete
the 8,000-foot challenge. They said
they could find no records of anyone
having climbed all of Texas' 8,000-
foot mountains.

McKinnerney says the trek was
arduous, but the accomplishment was
worth it.

"When you're out walking these
trails that so few people have been on,
the feeling I get is indescribable. It's
when I feel the most alive." *

EVERY YEAR, U.S. fishing activity captures,
injures or kills more than 250,000 sea turtles.

To help change that, Florida's Loggerhead
Marinelife Center started the Responsible
Pier Initiative in 2012. By the end of 2015, it
included 43 fishing piers in Florida, Virginia,
North Carolina, Puerto Rico and Texas.

These piers agree to follow turtle-
safe guidelines, including recycling
monofilament fishing line, posting signs
telling fishermen what to do if they
accidentally hook a sea turtle and providing
a sea turtle responder hotline.

Participating piers also have special nets
for safely landing a hooked sea turtle, says
Joanie Steinhaus, Gulf of Mexico director
of Turtle Island Restoration Network, an
initiative partner.

"Please don't just cut the fishing line; call
the number," Steinhaus says. "Once you call,
it's OK to hold the sea turtle. There is a good
chance it has been caught before and may
have hooks in it that need to be removed."

Texas piers in the program include Horace
Caldwell Pier in Port Aransas, Bob Hall Pier
on North Padre Island, and the 61st Street
Pier, Galveston Fishing Pier and Seawolf
Park in Galveston.

So far, nearly 5,000 pounds of debris have
been removed and more than 100 sea turtles
have been rescued at participating piers.

- Melissa Gaskill

JUNE 26-JULY 2:
Rio Grande rafting;
Guadalupe River trout; barn
swallows; an inspired artist.

JULY 3-9: Monarch roost;
helicopter crash training;
Guadalupe River State Park:
birding a natural wasteland;
remembering D-Day.

JULY 10-16:
Environmental entertainer;
quail; alligator hunt; Neches
Refuge.

JULY 24-30:
Back in time at Caddo Lake;
birding friends; Mill Iron
Ranch; Colorado River rising.

JULY 17-23:
Bison rescue and relocation;
shifting sands a- Monahans; PAS &
El Paso trail builder; South WILDLIFE

Texas wildlife. Op(O' FOUNDATION
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INVADERS

OF THE INVASIVE SPECIES threatening Texas
watersheds, not all actually live in water.
Some colonize stream banks and floodplains,
disrupting the riparian environment. Arundo
and salt cedar are among the worst.

Arundo (Arundo donox), also called giant reed or carrizo
cane, is a grass that grows up to 30 feet tall. Its plume-like
flower heads appear in fall, but it spreads mostly by way of
horizontal stems (rhizomes) that run along the ground. It
grows in thickets near rivers and creeks all over Texas and is
frequently seen on roadsides. In the Hill Country, it degrades
the habitat of our state fish, the Guadalupe bass.

Salt cedars (Tamorix species) are shrubby, many-branched
trees with green, wispy foliage. Clusters of small pink
flowers appear a- the branch tips in summer. Leaves turn
rust-colored before they drop in fall. Seeds can travel by
wind or water, but salt cedar also sends up new shoots from
roots and submerged stems. It has long been a problem
in West Texas, spreading gradually eastward as it follows
rivers downstream. In the upper Brazos, salt cedar threatens
the habitat of two minnows recently added to the federal
endangered species list.

Both plants are native to the Mediterranean region, with
some salt cedars ranging east to Asia. Both were introduced
to North America in the 1800s - salt cedar as an ornamental
that would grow in dry climates and arundo to control

.r 9 - x , .eA, z

erosion I a Rfe decades, they escaped cultivation to thrive
and mult oly - countless places where they aren't wanted.

Riparian invaders displace native plant communities along
riverbanks ar: degrade instream habitat for aquatic life.
Arundo and sa t cedar consume arge amounts of water, so
much that they can actually reduce stream flow. Ironically,
they cai also make floods more destructive, forming
dense stands -hat hamper a floodplain's ability to do its
job. Both are nighly flammable, increasing wildfire danger.
While arundo does tend to stahl ize the top few inches of a
river oank the soil beneath its tangle of roots becomes more
vulnerable to erosion, bank collapse and undercutting. Find
out more at vwww.texosinvosives.org.

Controlling these plants requ res an integrated approach.
The most suc:essful efforts involve judicious use of
herb cides, often followed by plantings of native vegetation.
Many irfested: areas are on pr vate property, so the Texas
Parks acd Wi life Department is working with streamside
landowners, hosting informational workshops and enlisting
partners to participate in area-wide management plans. For
details, cc ntact heclthycreeks~tpwd.texos.gov. *

JULY 2016 * 11
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WILD THING

When cicadas emerge,
copperheads congregate in
large groups for a feast.

BY ANDY GLUESENKAMP

PENNY SNAKEP
UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS, dozens of venomous
snakes congregate in a stand of oaks located in a
large, tidy yard. Snakes lurk amid the leaf litter, drape
themselves from understory shrubs and coil at the
base of larger trees. They are waiting, waiting for their
prey to arrive.

COMMON NAME
Copperhead

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Agkistrodon contortrix ssp.

HABITAT
Eastern and central woodlands
and the Trans-Pecos desert

DIET
Small rodents, other snakes, birds,

lizards, frogs and insects

DID YOU KNOW?
Copperheads have a set of five to

seven replacement fangs in their

gums as backup in case their fangs
break or become stuck in their prey

This is not a scene out of some B movie
but rather a regular occurrence on warm
summer nights in some areas. The snakes
are copperheads (Agkistrodon contortrix),
and they've come to eat cicadas. Like
other pit vipers, copperheads are
equipped with retractable hypodermic
fangs that deliver hemotoxic venom, so
their arsenal is well suited to subduing
most prey. Why would such a well-armed
predator bother to dine on cicadas? For
the same reason we eat fast food: It's
cheap and easy. Cicadas can occur in
high densities, and they offer no defense

of their fat-and-protein-filled bodies
other than a crunchy exoskeleton. These
snakes are selective about their prey,
ambushing newly emerged cicadas
before their exoskeletons have had time
to harden.

Copperheads are also known to
consume caterpillars and large moths,
both easy and nutritious prey choices.
There is no evidence that communal
feeding behavior in copperheads is
deliberate; rather, it is probably a
consequence of snakes in a given area
being attracted to particular sites with
large densities of emerging cicadas
and suitable habitat for ambushing
them (large trees with relatively open
understory). Congregations of cicada-
feeding copperheads are an annual
occurrence at some sites, and snakes may
follow a regular pattern night after night.

Insectivory is just one cool trick that
copperheads use to get a meal. Another
is a behavior known as caudal luring.
Juvenile copperheads (and adults
in some populations) have a bright
greenish-yellow tail tip. Copperheads
will coil their body with the tail
elevated and wave it slowly about. The
waving tail tip resembles a caterpillar
and may entice frogs, lizards and birds
to approach close enough for the snake
to strike. This behavior also occurs
in the closely related cottonmouth
(Agkistrodon piscivorus) and in several
species of neotropical pit vipers.

Texas is home to three subspecies of
copperhead: The southern copperhead

12 * TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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(A. c. contortrix), broad-banded
copperhead (A. c. laticinctus) and
the Trans-Pecos copperhead (A. c.
pictigaster). These occur in the eastern
third, central third and Trans-Pecos
regions of the state, respectively.
Copperheads are typically found
in woodland habitat throughout
much of their range, but Trans-Pecos
copperheads seem right at home amid
the cactus, rocks and Spanish daggers
of the Big Bend region.

Copperheads may be the most
abundant venomous snakes in many
areas, but their cryptic coloration and
tendency to lie still allow them to avoid
detection in most cases. Although not
aggressive, they will strike defensively.
Most copperhead bites are likely the
result of accidental encounters; many
victims report not seeing the snake
until the strike.

Fortunately, copperhead venom
is not particularly toxic compared to
that of other native venomous snakes,
and copperheads are relatively small,
with correspondingly short fangs. As a
result, fatalities from copperhead bites
are rare.

Copperhead venom is the subject
of intense study as a source of cancer
treatment drugs. A component
of copperhead venom, called
contortrostatin, has been shown to
inhibit the growth of several types of
cancer cells, and is being explored as
a potentially powerful treatment for
human breast cancer. *

A barn is more than a structure,
its a place memories are made.

Pot Beam

888-489-1680
sandcreekpostandbeam.com

PHOTO AMWU I DREAMSTIME.COM
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Fraternal Life Insurance
Insuring a better future
for Texans at all stages

of life since 1861.

- WHOLE LIFE

* TERM LIFE
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(

Adventure Challenge and Climbing are just two
of the exciting activities offered at

Hermann Sons Youth Camp in Comfort!
Call today for information on our camp, a benefit for

policyholder/members ages 9-13.

800-234-4124
www.hermannsons.org. Facebook
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UNICORN PLANT
After blooming, this pretty plant

turns into an ankle biter.

BY DYANNE FRY CORTEZ

4&

PROBOSCIDEA LOUISIANICA,

an occasional weed of open
fields and roadsides, has

many lames inspired by

its unusual fruit.

When the fleshy green pods appear
in midsummer, it can be called "unicorn
plant." The fruit is crescent-shaped with a
long, curved "horn" at the end. The genus
name Proboscideo also refers to the
elongates structure: think of an elephant's
proboscis (trunk) or a butterfly's flexible,
nectar-sucking mouthpart.

The pod of the unicorn plant
eventually dries and splits lengthwise,
exposing a double row of rough black
seeds. The resulting two-pronged shell
gives rise to another common name,
"ram's horn." When the prongs latch
onto the leg of a grazing animal, forcing
the creature to help scatter the seeds, it's
easy to see why some people call this
plant "devil's claw."

Unicorn plant is somewhat
uncommon, but can be found in most
parts of exas. It likes sandy soils and
full sun, appearing in cultivated fields
and pastures, on stream banks and in
neglected vacant lots. Some people
plant it in their gardens. The flowers are
attractive. Young, tender fruits are edible;
they can be steamed or pickled like okra.
If not exactly pretty, the plant has a life
cycle that's interesting to watch.

Unicorn plant is a bushy annual,

standing 1to 2 feet tall. Leaves are 3 to
10 inches wide, heart- or kidney-shaped,
usually wavy at the edges. Leaves and
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COMMON NAME
Unicorn plant, rams horn, devi's clow
proboscis flower

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Proboscideo louisianico

SIZE
Bushy foliage grows 1 to 2 feet toll.

DID YOU KNOW?
A proboscis is a long, tubular organ.

stems are covered with sticky hairs and
give off an unpleasant odor, described by
various gardeners as smelling like rotten
soap, gym socks or armpits.

Flowers appea- from June to
September, sometimes earlier, with five
petals fused into a tube at the base.
They're typically white, pale pink or
lavender, with purple or brown freckles
and a yellow stripe on the lower middle
lobe. One subspecies found in Texas
produces deep magenta blooms. A plant
may produce up :o 20 flowers, but only
a few will open a- one time. As summer
progresses, it's not unusual to find
f owers, developing fruits and mature
pods on the same plant.

Is unicorn plant a pest, a wildflower or
a useful crop? It cepends on your point
cf view. However you choose to describe
it, chances are that P louisianica, with
its unusual and effective seed-dispersal
system, will keep popping up. *

Trophy Hunts -

Ma s on Texas ';t

ut!
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PICTURE THIS

PICTURES OF SUMMER
The season of heat and bright light brings special
challenges and opportunities for photographers.

BY EARL NOTTINGHAM

THE DOG DAYS OF A HOT Texas summer can be brutal for anyone who

spends time in the outdoors. But let's face it, summertime is when
lots of fun things really start to happen - things like trips to the lake,
beach or mountains, or cross-country family vacations. These outdoor
adventures bring opportunities for getting great photos and capturing
the story and mood of the moment. In fact, if you think about it, many
of our most memorable and iconic photographs in family albums have
been taken in the good old summertime.

Along with the blazing heat, other predictable HARSH LIGHTING
aspects (both pro and con) of summer can be of For several reasons, intense summer
significant interest to a photographer when it comes light can be extremely harsh for
to capturing the best possible image. Here are some almost any type of outdoor photos,
considerations that may aid you in getting that including portraits, landscapes, nature
album-worthy shot. or wildlife. From a technical perspective,

Left to right: Direct

sunlight con be
very harsh and
uncomfortable for a
portrait subject.
A diffuser placed
between the sun aond

the subject softens
the light for a more
pleasing portrait
with softer shadows.
The result of using

a diffuser is turning y

harsh sunlight
into your own f ,
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the ratio of light from highlights to
shadows (dynamic range) is too wide
for the typical digital sensor to record,
resulting in loss of detail in bright areas
or completely black shadows. While
the human eye can see detail in deep
shadows as well as bright areas at the
same time, the camera cannot. For
portraits, the glaring light invariably
invites squinting subjects with harsh,
unflattering shadows, especially when
taken in noonday sun. Shooting early
in the morning or late in the evening
typically produces more aesthetically
pleasing portrait lighting. Alternately,
move your subject into the shade of a
building or overhang of atree. This not
only softens the light but will alleviate
most squinting.

If you must shoot portraits in the sun,
consider using a diffuser between the
subject and the sun. This can be something
as simple as a translucent shower curtain
held over the subject or a commercially
available photo diffuser that folds up
for storage. A slightly overcast day will
produce much of the same result and
works as a natural diffuser. A natural
reflector like sand or water can also help
by bouncing light and adding detail into
the shadows that would normally go black.

BRIGHT COLORS
One of the photographic upsides to

summer is the abundance of bright
colors, mainly primary colors. Unlike the
more pastel color palettes of winter and
autumn, summer goes wild with vivid
reds, greens, blues and yellows that
can be found in such things as a deep
blue sky, blooming plants, beach toys,
amusement parks, hot air balloons or
even the clothing we wear. The bright
seasonal colors are ideal for adding
impact to any photograph, especially
when using contrasting colors such as
reds or yellows against blues. White,
puffy cumulus clouds that are common
during this time of year can also add
contrast and interest to a solid blue
sky, especially for landscape photos.
Warm colors such as reds, oranges and
yellows always add excitement and
vibrancy to an image, while cool colors
such as greens and blues convey a
more relaxed feeling.

TRY NEW THINGS
Bright colors and strong light ratios

provide the perfect opportunity to
play with some of the new image
enhancement apps available for
smartphones or computers. It's the
perfect time to explore those new
photo apps you've installed but haven't
had time to play with yet. Many effects
included with apps such as Snapseed,
Hipstamatic and Instagram (as well as
those included with your native camera
app) are ideal for exploring creative new
possibilities. Those who are into HDR
(high dynamic range) processing will see
a virtual carnival of colors explode from
the monitor. HDR also has the advantage
of being able to render a "natural"
looking image by reining in the overly
harsh and contrast-filled lighting from a
blazing sun.

Summertime gives us more hours
in the day to enjoy the outdoors
and more opportunities for fun and
creative photography. So head out,
shoot away, hydrate and don't forget
the sunscreen! *

4 PRECISION
CAMERA & VIDEO

YOUR DRONE
HEADQUARTERS

3DR SOLO QUADCOPTER
- Linear Tracking with Cablecam Mode
- Follow Me: Tracks Your Mobile Device
- Return Home and "Safety Net" Modes
- Works with Optional Solo Gimbal

DJI PHANTOM 4
- Gimbal-Stabilizedb4K/s2MP Camera
- Visual Sensor for Obstacle Avoidance
- Top Speed of 44.7mph in Sport Mode
- Visual Tracking of Moving Subject

YUNEEC TYPHOON H RTF
- Capture Up to 4K Video/i2MP Still Photos
- 3-Axis Gimbal Pans Full 3600
- ST16 Ground Station/Transmitter
- Ultrasonic Collision Avoidance Sensor

WEST TEXAS EXCURSION
with Mandy Lea: October 27th-30th 1 $399
More Info at:
precision-camera.com/west-texas-excursion/

- PRECISION
CAMERA & VIDEO

www.precision-camera.com
2438 W. Anderson Lane - Austin, Tx 78757

(512) 467-7676
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THINK WALKING STICKS are just for old guys who can't make it
up the hill? Think again. The-e's a growing use of poles, sticks and

staffs among day hikers and long-distance trekkers who love to

hit the trails at Texas state parks.
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Sure, old kiees appreciate any help they can get,
bu: using a pole or two can also help anyone keep
their balance when crossing a stream, traversing a
hi (side, coming down a slope topped with scree or
carrying heavy loacs. In addition, poles car prolong
the life of your legs feet and especia ly knees. These
parts aren't easy t: replace.

I use my trekking poles on every backpacking
trio I go on," says K' -arkey, outdocr education and
outreach manager fb'-Texas state parks. "They have
kept me from falling on steep terrain, prevent wea-
and tear on my knees, and even once got me across
a g acier. I've s et up :E nts with my trekking poles, and
they got me L and cown the four highest peaks in
Texas. I like that they bring the strength of my arm
into my hiking form as I go uphill and down."

Two poles or one? While they do tie up both hands,
us ng two poles offer's greater balance, allcw ng ycu to
use your whole body while hikirg. Gie pole can throw
your oody off, creating torque in you'spine. Going
dowr hill with :wo holes, you can Lse your upper Lody

muscles for better posture and power.
A single hiking staff is best used on flat
terrain with little or no load.

Walking staffs are single poles that
come in a wide variety of styles. My
husband carved his simple cane out of a
forked tree branch, adding a rubber tip
to the bottom for stability. Staffs come
in solid wood or lightweight aluminum;
some are made from rare wood or sport
fancy handles. Some even fold up for
convenience. Most come with a handle or
leather loop for your wrist. Sticks range in
size from approximately 40 to 60 inches,
so buy one that works with your height.

Trekking poles usually adjust in
length so you can shorten the poles for
going uphill and lengthen them when
you descend. Here are a few varieties of
trekking poles:
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Pole tips come in carbide or steel.
Rubber tip protectors take care of your
gear as well as the ground you traverse. *

Shock-absorbing
poles: Internal springs
absorb the shock, though
you can turn this off
when you don't need it.
If you have weak ankles,
knees or hips, these may
be worth the extra cost.

Ultralight: Less weight
makes ultralights easier
to pack and quicker
to use, leading to less
fatigue. The material
used (aluminum or
carbon fiber) determines
the weight; ultralights
generally weigh less than
a pound per pair.

Camera mount: Poles
also come in handy
when you come across
that great landscape or
wildlife shot. Some poles
and staffs have a built-in
camera mount, so you
can use it as a monopod
for your camera.

CHOICES, CHOICES
Even after you decide

between one staff or two
poles, there's more to
learn.

Locking mechanisms
secure the poles at your
desired length and keep
them from slipping.
Choose from external
lever locks, push-button
locks, twist locks or
combination locks.

Grip materials include
cork (resists moisture),
foam (soft, absorbent)
and rubber (insulates
from the cold).
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Cattail Marsh Wetlands - Hillebrandt Bayou * Big Thicket National Preserve
Sabine Woods - McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge - Sea Rim State Park

Neches River Boat Tours - Beaumont Botanical Gardens " Sabine Pass

Planning for The Great Texas Birding Classic? Visit BeaumontCVB.com/birding
to check out Southeast Texas birding trail maps and hotel information. 18 4,

fOT NIGHTS a
FREE Outdoor Concert Series

Bring your lawn chairs & meet us at the Courthouse Square at 7:00 pm in Downtown Brenham!
Enjoy a classic car cruise-ir and these headliners:

The Newsboyz

July 16
k 4tTexas Unlimited Band

V"44The Grooves

_ .{ July30

Suede

ti

Washington County

VisitBrenhamTexas.com 1-800-509-1752
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Padre Island

L-R: Trio-year-old Theo splashes

in the surf; mile markers guide the
way along the island; all roads lead
to Worldwinds Windsurfing at Bird
Island Basin; fishing tackle sits ready
fo- anglers at Bob Hall Pier.

The wind peppers our dinner with f ne grains of white and gold as we sit

arourd the campfire - my husband ard 2-year-old son, my mother, my

stepfather and my 24-year-old cousin Jake. The experience is more one of

texture than taste, and we eat quickly.

"A sand dog," Jake says, holding up the ho: dog
main course with an air of resigned disappo-ntment.

My scn is less critical. A toddler is not a creature

of ceremony, and for Theo, the lack of bathroom

facilities and tableware is a bonus; the grittiness >f

sleeping bag and plate goes unnoticed. Though its

his first camping trip, he settles into the adventure
- a long Labor Day weekend on the beach at Padre
Island National Seashore - better than any of us.

The setting is very different from the beaches
of my own Southeast Texas childhood, where the

Gulf looks like frothy chocolate milk in contrast

to Padre's opaque blue or grayish green water. On

Padre, the sand is white-colored and silky, and tiny,

pastel-colored coquina clams lie open and empty at

the water's edge like frozen butterflies. Among the

island's mcr2 than 380 avian species, brown pelicans

fly low in formation over the dunes, and tiny

shorebirds nose in the sand, quick and comical.

On my first trip here, I saw coyotes running

down the teach in the foggy moonlight and, on

a subsequen= summer visit, I attended one of the

park's early-morning sea turtle hatchling releases.

(Padre is a nesting ground of the endangered Kemp's
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ridley.) On this visit, we see scores
of small, still-living starfish washed
up on shore, and I wonder whether
we're witnessing a seasonal die-off
or if there's some special underwater
drama taking place. My mother
finds an intact sand dollar that she
carefully cleans and sets aside as a
keepsake for Theo.

This is not South Padre, the
well-known, bustling resort area at
the southern end of the 113-mile
barrier island. Padre Island National
Seashore, accessible via Texas
Highway 358 and Park Road 22 from
Corpus Christi, is a 70-mile coastal
wilderness where you're more likely
to encounter an egret or a kangaroo

How strange, I think, to have a child
playing at my feet in the sand who is
my own flesh and blood, and to have
the woman who is applying sunscreen
over the red and raccoon-like rings
under his eyes - my same pattern
of burning - be not only my mother
but his grandmother. Even Jake, more
like my little brother than a cousin, is
grown up now and expecting a child
of his own.

Close to the Padre Island National
Seashore visitor center and its
facilities are 48 semi-primitive
camping sites. Roughly 15 miles
north on neighboring Mustang
Island is the more compact Mustang
Island State Park, with 48 water/

drive vehicles; the remainder is best

explored in a high-:learance, four-
wheel-drive vehiclE with a full gas
tank and extra supplies. On the South
Beach you can set up camp anywhere
you'd like as long as you're out of the
normal traffic lane and mindful of
the tide line. Our nearest neighbor is
at least a quarter-mile away.

We spend three days swimming,
walking, fishing, hunting for shells,
building sand castles, flying our kite
and preparing meals. Theo yo-yos
back and forth to the water, a
creature half-aquatic, with a rotation
of adults chasing at his heels. First
we seek out the sun, but soon we
begin to crave the shade. On Padre,

R1xFY' ALA'

rat than a spirited spring breaker.
North and South Padre are separated
by a manmade channel; there's no
direct driving route between them.
Since no part of the island is more
than 3 miles wide and grasses make
up the bulk of vegetation on inland
dunes and prairies, North Padre's
landscape is always changing,
dramatically reshaped by wind,
water and the occasional, inevitable
hurricane. It exists almost exactly
as it has for ages past - empty
and wild. You won't find as long
and undeveloped a stretch of beach
anywhere else in the country.

For me, this southern section of
the Texas coast captures the passage
of time - not in the familiar,
metaphorical sense of the ocean's ebb
and flow, but because I have been here
on several distinct adventures through
the years. I see my college self, my
just-married self and my current self
as a mother lined up like paper dolls.

electric sites and 300 drive-up
sites. No license is required to fish
along the state park's five miles of
shoreline, and it offers the benefits
of hot-water showers, proximity to
the town of Port Aransas and two
fishing jetties. We spend some time
at the state park, spotting green sea
turtles swimming in the rocks just
off a jetty, and we visit the national
seashore's pedestrian-only beach. Our
campsite, however, is far from any
amenities beyond those that Mother
Nature provides or we brought in
ourselves. I gave all parties involved
fair warning that we'd be roughing it.

We look like we're unloading Mary
Poppins' handbag when we pitch
our "primitive" camp seven miles
down the national seashore's South
Beach, however, hauling out cots and
tents and chairs, a shade shelter, ice
chests and firewood, bags of food and
towels. The first five miles of the
beach are maintained for two-wheel-

the only structures you'll find are
manmade, so some type of temporary
awning is essential in the summer
months. Each of us turns a unique
gradation of red, as if we've been
stuck on a spit to cook for different
durations and on differen- sides.

Dawn and dusk are the best times,
when the sun has just gone to bed or
is still too sleepy tc rise and the sky
lights up, nothing standing in the
way of the show. At night we look
up at the Milky Wvy and tell ghost
stories to a soundtrack of crackling
fire and breaking waves. I rarely sleep
well when I camp, and each time I
visit Padre there have been stars and
planets to see, or an orange-colored
harvest moon hanging huge and low. I
don't mind the interruptions.

We sneak up on Padre's thriving
nightlife with a red headlamp. My
stepfather attempts to pick up one
of the large crabs half-buried at the
water's edge and, yelping, receives a
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tpwd.texas.gov/
mustangisland
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worldwinds.net

portaransas.org

sharp jab just below his thumbnail.

Less intimidating are the near-

transparent ghost crabs that scurry

around our campsite. The tiniest I've

ever seen perches on Theo's diaper

one morning; motionless, boy and

crustacean seem to contemplate the

strangeness of one another.
I have a reputation among my

extended family for the extreme. A

paddling trip I organized on Caddo

Lake ("Primeval Paradise," April

2010) has become something of a
legend, and Jake, in particular, is

one to embellish on its trials and

tribulations. When talking to my
mother before this trip he'd lamented

the lack of toilets and showers,
making the mistake of adding, "but at
least there won't be any canoes.

The Laguna Madre, a unique and

wildlife-rich lagoon, sits between
Padre Island and the mainland;
its salinity often exceeds that of
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Left: At Mustang Island
State Park, deep-rooted
vines and grasses help
stabilize delicate sand
dunes that are constantly

tisculpted by wind, waves
and tides.
Below: Many stretches
of the island's beaches
are covered by tiny
pastel-colored coquina
clam shells.
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seawater, which makes it the only
hypersaline lagoon in North America
(one of only five in the world).
Renowned for spotted seatrout,
it's also a good place to fish for
red drum and black drum, and is
popular with paddlers and water
sports enthusiasts. The outfitter
Worldwinds Windsurfing, which
rents kayaks and windsurfing
equipment, is based at Bird Island
Basin, just a few miles from the
national seashore's headquarters. We
get Jake in the truck under the ruse
of going to lunch in Port A.

At first everything is going well.
Jake accepts the challenge with a wry
grin as I put the paddle in his hand,
and though it's perilously close to his
naptime, Theo is happily "helping"
me paddle in the bow of the double
kayak, watching Gran and Poppa and
Uncle Jake paddle away from us in
singles. But there's a stiff headwind,
and the scenery doesn't change.
When Theo figures out the water
is only a few feet deep he starts
throwing himself overboard. I find

myself jealous of the group doing
an introductory windsurfing lesson
- which under the circumstances
seems both more and less ambitious.
Finally I eat crow and say we should
walk the boats back in, having made
it 100 meters or so from the shore.

Jake and Poppa are happy enough
to head into town to buy bait and

eat fried chicken without sand in it.
Waiting until we're all back at camp
to rub saltwater in my wounds, Jake
says that he and Theo share the same
feelings about boats with no motors.

As you get older and move away
from home, you start spending less
time with your family. I'd forgotten
how easygoing they were, how it's
"whatever you want" or "whatever
you'd like to do." They'll give you the
best of something rather than take it
themselves. They'll drive seven hours
from East Texas to meet up with you
and camp in the sand. That said, they
will complain - oh, songs will be
sung about this latest adventure -
but it will be good-natured, at least.
My son is lucky to have these people

in his life. As lucky as me.
I don't know how many times I've

stared out at the horizon, longing
to be somewhere else. When I read
the book Kon Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl
as a kid, I wanted desperately to
see the bioluminescent plankton he
wrote about. In travels since to many
different coastlines in many different

countries, I never had, but on our
last night of camping I'm knee-deep
in Padre's surf, running my fingers
through the water, when I see a faint

sparkle of light.
Before I go back to camp and get

the others, I take a moment to laugh
at myself - all of my paper-doll
selves, through the years. In the
darkness there is no distant horizon
to dream about, nothing but the
water and the sand and the subtle
glow of these tiny, timeless creatures.

I've finally found them, as I have
so many other things I've sought,
very close to home. *

Kathryn Hunter, who recently gave birth to
her second child, is an Austin freelance writer.
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GARNER
STATE PARK

234 R1050
Concan, TX 78838

Open daily 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.

during peak season.

Park closes when it reaches
maximum capacity.

$7 per person

ages 13 and older;
free for children 12 and under

(830) 232-6132

tpwd.texas.gov/garner

A GRAINY OLD FAMILY

MOVIE shows my 4-year-

old self standing on the dam

at Garner State Park, falling

backward on purpose into

the clear, refreshing water.

Over and over and over.

Patient man, my father.

That was the first of my

many trips to the park,

famous for the Frio River,

Old Baldy and summer

jukebox dances. I started

bringing my own children

here early on, and we shared

many a long, lazy float down

the river. In those clear, cool,

mostly shady and shallow
waters beats the literalland

figurative heart of Garner.
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The Frio officially begins at the
junction of its east and west forks
north of the park. It flows southeast
across Uvalde County and through
the park, later joined by the Sabinal
River just before entering Frio
County, and by the Leona River
shortly before leaving the county.
The Frio travels 200 miles, picking
up the Atascosa River and a handful
of creeks and filling Choke Canyon
Reservoir before joining the Nueces
River a mile south of the aptly named
town of Three Rivers. Its drainage
area totals 7,310 square miles.

Park interpretive ranger Cara
Bierschwale's family lives on land
containing the headwaters of the
western prong.

"It comes from springs that gush

of other fish beneath the surface.
These waters also sustain a great

deal of recreational activity. In
addition to kids back-flopping into
the river, people swim, kayak, tube
and fish in it. The park rents kayaks
and paddleboats at a kiosk near
the dam, and the park store rents
tubes and offers a shuttle service.
December through February, when
the water reaches its coldest, the
river is stocked with rainbow trout.

For me, tubing through the park
on a hot summer day comes about
as close to a perfect day as possible.
The shuttle drops us eager tubers
at the RR 1050 bridge, the park's
northern boundary, where we steel
ourselves for that first contact
with cold water. The trip's never a

The park rents kayaks and paddleboats at a kiosk

near the dam, and the park store rents tubes and

offers a shuttle service.

out clear and cold like fire hydrants
year-round," she says, noting that
the east and west prongs aren't far
apart - each runs about 15 miles
before meeting in Leakey. Almost
three miles of the river wind
through Garner's 1,774 acres of
scenic Hill Country terrain.

"Frio" means cold in Spanish, and
the name fits: Water temperature
ranges from the high 50s in winter
to the high 70s in summer, thanks
to its origin in the chilly springs. The
river sustains a variety of plants and
animals, from bald cypress - which
can stretch 120 feet tall and live
600 years - and sycamore along
its banks to bass, channel and blue
catfish, sunfish, bluegill and a variety

dull moment. Slow shallow areas,
sometimes requiring tube portage,
are interspersed with occasional
rapids, small waterfalls and nice,
deep swimming holes. I pack snacks
and a refillable water bottle in a
waterproof container so we can take
our time.

Here and there, gravel beaches
provide nice spots to warm our
bodies in the sun (be sure to haul
out only on the park side of the
river, not private property on the
opposite side). Tall trees overhanging
water inevitably produce rope
swings, and I confess that my kids
often succumbed to the temptation.
But Bierschwale points out that
this pleasure involves trespassing

(rangers remove any ropes on the

park side), and a quick glance at the
map demonstrates how remote the

park is, should something go awry.
It takes anywhere from three to

four hours to travel the length of the

park, depending on water flow, and
we tend to stretch the journey out
even longer.

As we approach the original
camping areas of the park, the river

grows more crowded. Along the last
stretch, which passes a broad shore
dotted with picnic tables under
towering old cypress, it becomes
a water-borne party, jammed with
people of all ages and types on floats,
tubes and paddleboats, or just hanging
out in the water. The party mostly
ends at the dam, but immediately
below it, the water courses through
a shallow rocky area before emptying
into several large, deep pools. This
actually may be my favorite part
of the park - deep blue water, Old
Baldy towering overhead, tall trees
lining the bank beneath the bluff. I
could linger here for hours - and

typically do, taking care not to stray
past the park boundary.

This crystal water has attracted

people since prehistoric times, the
first ones arriving some 12,000 years
ago, followed by Native American
tribes and, in the mid- to late 1800s,
Anglo settlers. In the 1920s, German
immigrants named Magers owned
this property and opened part of it
to camping. Between 1935 and 1941,
the Civilian Conservation Corps used
native limestone and cypress wood
to build a lodge and the pavilion
building, and constructed roads,
culverts, trails, picnic tables, benches
and cabins. Garner State Park opened
June 1, 1941 - and celebrates its
75th anniversary this year.

Rock formations in the park date
from the Cretaceous age, between 63
million and 138 million years ago,
and include the Glen Rose formation,
limestone, shale, marl and siltstone
beds created by sediment along the
edge of an ancient sea. That sea then
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From top: A hilltop view reveals Old
Baldy, the river valley below and the

surrounding Hill Country; park visitors

cool off in the water flowing over the

Frio dam; the Civilian Conservation

Corps used native stone to construct

park buildings; the summer jukebox

dances at the park pavilion have

attracted families for generations.

spread over all of Texas, depositing
Edwards formation limestone atop
the Glen Rose. That limestone later
uplifted, creating rugged terrain
known as the Balcones Canyonlands,
a subregion of the Edwards Plateau.

Canyons in the park angle
southeast to northwest, allowing
them to catch cool winds and
moisture and support more lush
vegetation than in surrounding
areas. This vegetation includes lacey
oak, some very old Ashe junipers
and Texas madrone. An uncommon,
evergreen native, madrones grow 20
to 30 feet tall with polished, reddish
trunks, white spring flowers and
red or orange berries. Nearly eight
miles of trails in a rugged, remote
corner of the park between Old
Baldy and U.S. Highway 83 make it
possible to see Garner's unique rock
formations and vegetation up close.
Many of these routes traverse steep,
rocky hills, but beautiful scenery and
views make the effort worthwhile.

You can enjoy a taste of the river
without getting wet on the half-mile
Blinn River Trail. The trail veers to
the water's edge and up on bluffs
above it, from the River Crossing
camping area to Madrone Walkway,
which continues to the pavilion. The
east side of the Frio Canyon Trail
also offers terrific views of the river.

I'll bet you can't look at the Frio
without getting in it. And if you
shoot some video, you can enjoy it
over and over again. *

Melissa Gaskill of Austin is writing all 10
cover stories for the Year of State Parks series.
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THE YEAR OF STATE PARKS

OINKSLAKESTATEPARK +
This popular park's sweet spot is Devil's
Waterhole, where wa er gathers in a
deep, cool pool between tall pink granite
and gneiss cliffs. Daredevils jump off
ledges along the 30-fcIt cliff. Easie:
swims can be found in the Do-wake
areas near the campgrounds.

PARKS
WITH SWIMMING

HOLES
What's more refreshing
than jumping into crystal-
clear, cool water on a Texas
summer day? Something

about a swimming hole
brings out the kid in all of us.
We're suddenly transported
back to the days of our
youth, when we spent long
days conquering the rope
swing or perfecting our
cannonball. Our cover park,

Garner State Park, offers one
of the greatest swimming
experiences in the state.
Many other state park

swimming holes can help
you beat the heat as well.
Underwater hazards can
exist, so wear a life jacket.
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+0 LAKE TAWAKONI STATE PARK
This swimming hole is one of my
favorites because it's perfectly situated to
watch an amazing sunset cver the lakE.
An hour's drive east of Dallas, the lake is
a popular spot for families, beaters and
fishermen alike.

+ 0 BLANCO STATE PARK
Nestled in the heart of this charming
Hill Country town, you'll find an
inviting swimming area accompanied
by the sound of water flowing
over two Civilian Conservation
Corps dams.

0 GALVESTON ISLAND STATE PARK
While it may not technically be a
swimming hole, I love the possibility
of seclusion at Galveston Island State
Park on certain days. I had the entire
beach to myself on my last visit. No
vehicle traffic is allowed, and there's
great bird watching while you swim.

G0)G

By Dale Blasingame
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o BALMORHEA STATE PARK T
Every list of best Texas swimming holes should include the world's largest
spring-fed pool, a 25-foot-deep oasis in the West Texas desert with a popular high
diving board. Swimmers and scuba divers enjoy the clear water that gushes from
San Solomon Springs - it's about 74 degrees year-round.

O DEVILS RIVER STATE NATURAL AREA
If seclusion is your thing, look no further than Devils River,
where you'll drive down 20 miles of dirt road to find the
inviting blue-green river and an incredible set of springs.
Hawks, herons and kingfishers may join you along the river.

o COLORADO BEND STATE PARK
Spicewood Springs is one of the best little
swimming holes in the Hill Country. A
short, flat trail will lead you to the first
of multiple spring-fed swimming holes.
Continue up the Spicewood Springs trail
for more pools and waterfalls. Magical!

o POSSUM KINGDOM STATE PARK
The park offers three miles of the
300-mile-long shoreline of Possum
Kingdom Lake. Motor down to Hell's
Gate, a famous landmark between
two towering cliffs, and swim in the
protected cove. A roped-off swimming
beach at the state park beckons the
less adventurous.

o PEDERNALES FALLS STATE PARK 4
While you can't swim or wade in the main falls area,
there is still plenty of river here. Head over to the
beach area of the park to swim. There are several
picturesque cypress trees along the river, but be sure
to bring sunscreen, water and a hat for shade.

0

0H

V)

0.

0r

L

-0 MCKINNEY FALLS STATE PARK
McKinney Falls is an urban paradise, located just a few
miles from downtown in South Austin. Families flock to
swim in Onion Creek and cool off underneath one of the
park's namesake waterfalls.
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Bill Johnson's Halifax Ranch island
and riverbanks sustained corsirferable
damage in 2015's Blanco Rive r flood.

Inset: The Halifax Ranch island area
before the flood damage.
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TIhere are folks living along the banks

often BIanco River whoc instill hear
iv rsiloth 

Bl nothat sound when they close their eyes

and let their minds dri~ft back to the

201S Memorilal Day weekend. It was li1ke

nothingan ne ad vrharbfr.

A rumbling wall of water, unseen in the middle of the night,
rose 20 feet in one hour, reaching a record 44.9 feet at its peak. At
1 a.m. Sunday, the normally placid Blanco nearly equaled the flow
of the mighty Mississippi as it flows through St. Louis. It was the
worst Blanco flood in recorded history, a monster that swept away
12 people, hundreds of homes and several bridges and low-water
crossings - causing more than $100 million in damage to the tiny
Hill Country hamlet of Wimberley and its neighbors.

As residents from San Marcos to Wimberley to Blanco emerged
at dawn to check on the receding waters that Sunday morning,
they faced a shocking sight, never seen before. The iconic, majestic
cypress trees that once lined the riverbanks - some more than two
centuries old - were missing limbs, cracked in half or worse ... just
gone. The Texas A&M Forest Service estimates the total number of
cypress and other tree species damaged or destroyed in the flood at
almost 12,000 trees.

"Cypress is what everybody loves about Hill Country creeks and
rivers," says retired biologist and range conservationist Steve Nelle.
"Those old, big trees - they're rigid, not flexible. You get that kind of
water with floating logs hitting against a gigantic, massive tree, and
it's going to go over.
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VOLUNTEERS MOBILIZE
Among the first to take action

was Gary Weeks, a Wimberley
furniture maker with a natural
attachment to trees, especially
cypress. Weeks had first admired
the massive roots and towering
canopies while fishing on Hill
Country streams during his college
years at the University of Texas.

Four days after the flood, Weeks
called in Paul Johnson from the
Texas A&M Forest Service to advise
riverside homeowners how to protect
the surviving trees from overzealous
cleanup efforts and to prevent damage
from using heavy equipment along
water-logged riparian areas. (The
riparian zone is the narrow strip of
land along streams and rivers.)

Weeks and one of his employees,
Will Rothelle, created a Facebook page
called "Blanco River Valley Restoration
Project" to collect information and
offer advice. They recruited certified
arborist Mark Lundy, a lifelong
Wimberley resident, to produce online
informational videos.

"In our rush to recovery, we'll do
too much too soon when very often
the very best thing we can do is
nothing," Lundy says. "We've had
people running chainsaws and hauling
material out of the river valley that
could very much be of use to us as
organic material for the establishment
of new plants and trees."

Unfortunately, many property
owners just couldn't stand looking
at the jumbled mess of flood debris
piled up between their homes and
the riverbank. Many damaged trees
that could have survived, if left alone,
were cut down and hauled away.
Giant piles of vegetation were set
ablaze, adding a smoky haze to the
post-apocalyptic scenery and leaving
behind charred, sterile earth.

One place where that didn't happen
was on Montesino Ranch, situated
near a stretch of the Blanco River
known as Little Arkansas. Volunteers
from the Eyes of the San Marcos
River, a nearby nonprofit group,
sent volunteers to help clean up

flood debris. Instead of hauling and

Sw

* 0

I

burning, they used downed trunks
and limbs to create contour berms
along the sloped banks. The goal is
to trap and build soil deposits from
future rain runoff. It's paying off this
year as native grasses and plants
are already taking hold in the new
soil building up behind the berms.
Manager Pam Mitchell is sharing
extra organic materials with some
landowners who originally removed
debris to help them build their own
protective erosion barriers.

Over the past year, several
organizations, including -he Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, Nature
Conservancy, Hill Country Alliance,
Hays County Master Naturalists and
others, have presented a series of
workshops for river property owners
to explore how to continue the process
of recovery that started almost
immediately after the May flood.

NOT AN ISOLATED EVENT
Halloween 2015 brought another

flood, bringing to three the number
of major floods on the Blanco in
just three years. Media reports were
calling the May flood a "once-in-a-
thousand-years" event; the October
event was called a 500-year flood.
Noted hydrologist Raymond Slade
disagrees, calling the Memorial
weekend flood a 200-year event -

Above: Instead of
haulng away or
burning dawned
trees, some
land wners alo.ig
the Blanco have
beer using the
trun,<s anilimbs
to create germs

designed to bu ad
up soil and prevent
erosion.

an unsettling

thought for

people still living
along the Blanco.

Since the latest

deluge, donated
trees have been

planted by
two nonprofit

organizations
- Retreet and
TreeFolks -

tha: have also been planting trees
in Bastrop since the 2011 wildfires
there. Dallas-based Retreet began
last January, planting trees for 37
homeowners. It plans to return
periodically _o plant more. Austin-
based TreeFclks anticipates planting
700,000 trees over the next four
years for an estimated 400 property
owners under a plan overseen and
partially paid for by Hays County.

The 7exas A&M Forest Service,
however, estimates that only around
half of those transplanted cypress
and other trees will survive, so it
could take many decades for the
riparian areas to be fully restored.
The massive roots of damaged and
dyzng cypress trees, which normally
hold together the Blanco riverbanks
like rebar in concrete, will continue
to decompose anc disappear.

The lank erosion that has resulted
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from repeated recent flood events is
sure to worsen. The river channel
will widen, exposing bare limestone
that will resist the growth of new
riparian grasses and shrubs that
normally act as a nursery for young
native trees like sycamore, pecan,
cedar elm and, of course, cypress.

Two property owners who
received trees from Retreet, Charles
Creswell and Suzanne Davis, saw

their riverbanks scoured away and
worry about the survival of their
newly installed trees. Both also live
on stretches of the Blanco that had
been extensively landscaped like
urban yards.

As Davis, a retired schoolteacher
from Houston, looks upstream from
the deck of her newly renovated
'60s-style brick home, she can see the
concrete slab that used to support her
neighbors' now-missing house. The
vista also displays a long stretch of
St. Augustine grass lawns sprawling
across one property after another.

"People who have bought riverside
and creekside property - they
naturally want to enjoy it," Nelle
explains. "Many times they want to
make it look like their backyard."

When Davis and her husband,
Edward, bought their river house
in 2011, she joined the Hays County
Master Naturalists organization,
where she learned about the
importance of allowing natural
growth along streams and rivers.

"If this were natural, it would be
all tall grasses that, when the water
came, could slow the water down for
flood control, ideally," she says. "Then
it would hold the water so that it
could be kept here instead of going to
the Gulf."

Nelle ponders the effect of mowing
and manicuring these riverside
properties along the Blanco.

"If it were just one or two locations
along every mile, it wouldn't really
hurt," Nelle says. "But when it becomes
property after property after property,
mile after mile, it has a cumulative
effect allowing that water to speed up.
It's more erosive. It has more energy.
And it probably does more damage."

SOMETHING HAS TO CHANGE
About 20 miles upstream from the

Davis property, Creswell, a retired
Austin attorney, is in the midst of a
philosophical conversion about what
used to be his urban lawn stretching
from house to river.

"We don't have to manicure all our
lawns so they look like golf courses,"
he says. "This isn't a golf course. This
is a wild, natural river that we're
blessed to have. And it's not just
our river, it's everybody's river for
generations into the future."

Creswell points to the cedar elm,
Texas ash and chinquapin oak planted
on his property by Retreet and to
Lundy's efforts to rebuild the eroded
bank with fallen tree trunks and
flood debris. It's the start of an effort
to bring back the natural riparian
buffer against future floods.

The reality, though, is probably
that it will be a long time before the
Blanco River looks and functions the
way it did before 2015.

Weeks paddles other Hill Country
rivers, especially the Pedernales,
where he has noticed a dearth of
mature cypress trees and almost no
younger ones.

"One evening I met a man who had
grown up along the Pedernales, and I
asked him about that," Weeks recalls.

"He said: 'We had a big flood here
after the long drought of the '50s. It
took out all the cypress, and they've
never come back.' That stuck with
me. I've looked along the Pedernales
and others for young cypress, and
there aren't many."

Weeks noticed that where
livestock were allowed access to the
river and where property owners cut
down the dense, brushy vegetation,
there was no place for young trees to
grow up, protected from floods and
from being eaten by deer, wild hogs
and even beavers.

"It seems that humans now can
assist in the cypress coming back
along the Blanco by understanding
that livestock and lawnmowers are
going to eliminate them," Weeks
says. "They need brushy, thick places
to get started."

There's something to be said for
having the dense, overgrown look in
the riparian zone.

"That's natural," says Nelle. "That's
the way a river is supposed to look.
And so, when we trespass into the
river's territory, into the floodplain,
into the riparian area with the
landscapes and the park look and the
manicured backyard look, we're going
against nature. We're going against
what's natural."

TPWD provided property owners
along the Blanco with about 15,000
grasses, sedges and other riparian
plants to help hold in the banks with
massive root systems, providing
protection for those new trees as they
grow into maturity.

"The May 2015 Blanco flood
completely altered the landscape," says
TPWD conservation ecologist Ryan
McGillicuddy. "The question is, how to
get things back to the way they were.
We have faith in landowners in doing
the right thing."

That is exactly what property
owners like Suzanne Davis and
Charles Creswell and others say they
intend to do. *

Robert Currie is an Emmy Award-winning
documentary filmmaker living in
Wimberley. He is also a Master Naturalist.
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With the National Pas

Service martin its 100th 1

anniversary this ya,

Americans are celebrating

what's been called&A.

best idea." As Texansjoer

celebration of wild lands and

historic sites, they can note

stirprising"o-connections:}:

between natio d, arks -nd

our own Texas state Parks.
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get out there and create state parks
in the model of the national parks.
The park movement was catching
on, and Mather knew that the
National Park Service, established in
1916, could do only so much.

Neff took the idea and ran with
it, determined to create a state park
system for Texas to show off the
state's diversity of landscapes and
encourage tourism and conservation.

Neff often camped while driving
around the state on the campaign
trail. He envisioned a series of
roadside campgrounds and in 1922
launched a campaign to establish
parks across the state. (Texas already
had a few historical sites such as San
Jacinto and Goliad set aside as parks.)

Neff noted that a park system would
afford places where people "might go
and forget the anxiety and strife and
vexation of life's daily grind."

In 1923, the Texas Legislature created
the State Parks Board to oversee
the development of parks. The Neffs
themselves donated land for a park,
with Pat Neff's mother giving family
property to the state for a park that
became Mother Neff State Park.

Texas state parks were starting to
grow from the seeds planted by the
national parks.

State parks were "part and parcel
of this grand concept that Mather
and others had toward a public park
system that was owned by all the
people and shared by all the people
for the enjoyment of all the people,"
says George Bristol, former chairman
of the Texas State Parks Advisory
Committee and former board member
of the National Park Foundation.
"That was the idea."

The state managed to secure several
donations of land for parks, but soon
the darkening clouds of the 1930s
economic depression threatened to

Above: The rustic building style developed
by the National Park Service is reflected in
Palmetto State Park's refectory.

Below: After Texas Gov. Pat Neff pushed

to establish state parks, his family donated
land that became Mother Neff State Park,

which features this lookout tower.

Previous: Big Bend National Park.
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Above: Big Bend's Chisos Mountains and
Rio Grande canyons spent time as a state

park before becoming Texas' first national

park. Below: A CCC-built cabin offers a

spectacular view of Palo Duro Canyon, a
place with national park potential.

engulf the state and the nation.
As part of the federal government's

relief efforts, President Franklin
Roosevelt gave millions of young
men a shovel, a pick and a paycheck
in the newly established Civilian
Conservation Corps and put them
to work on conservation and park
projects across the country. Fifty
thousand of those men were given
assignments in Texas, and they went
to work planting trees, blazing trails
and constructing buildings in a series
of new Texas parks.

Using ideas from national parks
such as Yosemite and Glacier, veteran
National Park Service architects
created master plans for the CCC
to follow in building Texas parks.
The NPS architects sought to create
buildings that harmonized with the
natural landscape and used local,
natural materials such as rocks and
logs in construction. The "NPS rustic"
architectural style was established
in buildings such as Yellowstone's
Old Faithful Inn and Grand Canyon's
Hermit's Rest and can be traced
directly to Texas park landmarks
such as the Palmetto refectory, Indian
Lodge and Bastrop's cabins.

"You can see the rustic aesthetic
in the national parks," says Cynthia
Brandimarte, director of the Historic
Sites and Structures Program at the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
and author of Texas State Parks and the
CCC. "You can go to the national parks
and compare with state parks and see
similarities in style and materials."

Before 1930, Texas had 14 state parks
with just over 800 acres total. In 1942,
when the CCC finished its work, Texas
had 48 parks with almost 60,000
acres. The CCC, guided by the hand of
the National Park Service, established
what remains today the historic core
of the Texas state park system.

One of the parks built by the CCC
was Texas Canyons State Park, which
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was signed into existence by Gov.
Miriam "Ma" Ferguson in May 1933
and initially consisted of the majestic
canyons of the Rio Grande. A few
months later, the Chisos Mountains
were added to the park, and its name
was changed to Big Bend State Park.
The region, with its deep canyons,

vast desert and soaring mountains,
was a natural spot for a major park.

Around the time of Big Bend's
approval as a state park, the National
Park Service, with a couple of dozen
parks in its national inventory,

was considering sites in Texas for
potential national parks. The NPS had
several areas under consideration:
the Davis Mountains, Guadalupe
Mountains, Palo Duro Canyon, Big
Bend, Padre Island and Alto Frio
Canyon along the Frio River.

In the winter of 1933-34, the

NPS sent its principal investigator,
Yellowstone Superintendent Roger
Toll, to examine these places. He
was most impressed with Big Bend,
calling it "decidedly the outstanding
scenic area of Texas" with the

"promise of being one of the noted
scenic spectacles of the United States."

Toll also got his socks knocked
off by the Guadalupe Mountains,
and considered Palo Duro, the Davis
Mountains and Padre Island to be
NPS-class landscapes.

The NPS approved Big Bend as a
national park in 1934, and Roosevelt
signed the enabling act into law in
June 1935. Big Bend was officially
established as a national park in
June 1944, ending its existence as a
state park. Toll's other Texas choice,
the great fossil reef known as the
Guadalupe Mountains, became a
national park in 1972.

As for Palo Duro, well, it almost
became a national park. In fact, it was
considered a prime candidate for one
of the nation's first ecosystem parks, a
National Park of the Plains.

Toll was impressed by his four
days there, but while Big Bend was
a "scenic spectacle," he considered
Palo Duro merely "picturesque and
interesting." One NPS official thought
the nation's second-largest canyon
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In the winter of 1933-34, the NPS sent its principal investigator,

Yellowstone Superintendent Roger Toll, to examine these places.

He was most impressed with Big Bend, calling it "decidedly the

outstanding scenic area of Texas" with the "promise of being

one of the noted scenic spectacles of the United States."
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was too similar to the Grand Canyon,
which had become a national park in
1919. (And just when did being too
similar to the Grand Canyon become
a problem?) Plus, the land was a lot
more expensive than Big Bend. The
Texas State Parks Board acquired land
in Palo Duro in 1933, but only after
negotiating a complex land deal with
existing landowners.

Still, the NPS was interested in the
geological and ecological wonder that
is Palo Duro Canyon. It liked the idea
of making an ecosystem park, similar
to the newly created Everglades, and
it drew out a map for a million-
acre plains park around Palo Duro,
including prairie land along the rim,
where pronghorns could roam and
bison could be reintroduced.

The NPS conducted a second review
of Palo Duro in 1938-39, considering it
a candidate for a national monument,
a status that often leads to becoming
a national park. Again, the NPS liked
what it saw, but it failed to gain the
needed support; more than anything,
the cost seemed prohibitive.

Palo Duro remains a crown jewel
of the Texas state park system.

Other examples of national park/
state park interactions can be found
around Texas:

" LBJ National Historical Park and
LBJ State Park and Historic Site sit
side by side in the Hill Country, with
the Pedernales River forming the
border between the two.

" Big Bend National Park and Big
Bend Ranch State Park come together
in the West Texas outpost of Lajitas,
forming the biggest expanse of public
land in Texas.

+ Seminole Canyon State Park and
Historic Site and the southern unit of
Devils River State Natural Area are
contiguous with and included in the
greater Amistad National Recreation
Area. The state park system has
management agreements with the
National Park Service.

"The whole idea of parks - that
they're not just for wealthy people
or royalty - originated in this
country with the establishment of
Yellowstone," Dabney says. "That idea

F R T
DAVI S

PLO AL TO

SAN ANTONIO
MISSIONS
W A T IDA L
HISTOUWAL PARK

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SITES IN TEXAS

- Alibates Flint Quarries
National Monument

- Amistad National
Recreation Area

- Big Bend National Park

- Big Thicket National
Preserve

- Chamizal National
Memorial

- El Camino Real de los
Tejas National Historic
Trail

- El Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro National
Historic Trail

- Fort Davis National
Historic Site

- Guadalupe Mountains
National Park

- Lake Meredith National
Recreation Area

" LBJ National Historical
Park

- Padre Island National
Seashore

- Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historical Park

- Rio Grande Wild and
Scenic River

- San Antonio Missions
National Historical Park

- Waco Mammoth
National Monument

has grown to a national park system
that's well over 400 units. Every
state now has a park system. Many
counties have park systems. Many
cities do. The different components
complement one another and provide
for different kinds of experiences and
purposes. Collectively, they create
this system of parks that makes the
quality of life in the United States
better than it would have been
without them by a long shot." *

Russell Roe is managing editor of Texas
Parks E Wildlife magazine.
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ADY BIRD JOHNSON
wanted every American to
experience the magic of
our national parks, which

are celebrating their 100th anniversary
this year. Fifty years ago, the first lady
marked the 50th anniversary of the
National Park Service by embarking on
a grand adventure to Big Bend National
Park. She raved about that "fabulous
corner of the world."

The purpose of her trip: The first lady wanted to bring
attention to the wonders of America's national parks.
What made the trip special: She hiked the Lost Mine
Trail, listened to stories around the campfire and shot the
rapids of Mariscal Canyon on a raft trip. It became one

of Mrs. Johnson's most celebrated excursions during her
White House years.

As first lady, Mrs. Johnson established herself as
one of the nation's chief proponents of environmental
conservation. Using her influence as a resident of the
White House, she gave speeches on environmental issues,
led the fight against the proliferation of billboards along
highways, spurred the beautification of our nation's
capital and pushed her husband to enact environmentally
friendly legislation.

"It's a well-established fact by historians and surviving
members of the Johnson administration that the reason

Lyndon Johnson signed more national park legislation than
any other president in history is because his wife had such

an influence on him," says Russ Whitlock, superintendent
of the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park. "She

was out traveling and seeing these places. He signed 47
different national park bills that either created or enlarged
national parks. That's pretty amazing."

Some of Mrs. Johnson's most effective tools in
promoting her cause of conservation and beautification
were her tours of natural areas. The press corps couldn't
resist tagging along as she visited places such as
California's redwood forests, Wyoming's Teton Mountains
and New York's Hudson River. Her Big Bend trip took
that experience to a whole new level.

She visited Big Bend National Park - the closest
national park to her home and the first national park in

4i

.4

Opposite page: Lady Bird Johnson and Interior Secretary
Stewart Udall hike Big Bend's Lost M ne Trail during their
1966 visit to the national park.
This page from top: Mrs. Johnson ani Udall are welcomed
to the park; a mariachi band entertains at lunch; the first
lady, Udall and others take a raft down the Rio Grande
through Mariscal Canyon.
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Texas - in April 1966 as the National Park
Service celebrated its 50th anniversary and
marked the culmination of its Missin 66
imprcvement program. Secretary of tie Interior
Stewart Udall, press secretary Liz Carpenter,
Secret Service staff and several dozen members
of the media accompanied her.

The first lady and her entourage flew into
Presidio, "known to me only as a place on the
map that the weatherman usually repcrted as
the hc':test place in the United States," she wrote
in her White Hcuse diaries.

She eloquently described her new
surroundings: "The scenery was an ever-
changing panorama of mountains and
what looked like volcanic flows, swirls of
tumbleweed, a few struggling blueborne=s,
cactus and yucca, and finally great expanses of
nothing at all except creosote bushes with little
tiny yellow blossoms on them."

Lunchtime at the national park headquarters
featured barbecue and iced tea, accompanied by
a mariachi band. Her duties left her little time to
eat, and every time she got up to meet somecne

or attend a presentation, she said, "the unceasing
West Texas wind w:Juld blow away my napkin or
deposit a little more sand in my plate."

The afternoon found them in the Chisos
Basin, where she noticed two kinds of junipers
she had not seen before - weeping juniper
and alligator juniper - and she checked in to
her cabin.

The Lost Mine Trail was next on the agenda,
and Mrs. Johnson changed into jeans, a red-
chEclkered shirt and cowboy hat for the hike. She
noted the absurdity cf taking many dozens of
pecple on a walk in -he wilderness. "We had two
diametrically opposed, incompatible elements,"
she wrote. "Into the wilderness of these majestic
towering crags - this eons-old graphic story of
the geological history of the earth, this solitude
- :nnndered the rnctley crew of one hundred."

One member of the media in particular
stood out - "a newspaperwoman in bright red
britches carrying a bright red umbrella as she
climbed the mountain."

Mrs. Johnson noted the abundant bird life and
the mn3rvelous views into Mexico. Everyone took
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Interior Secretary
Stewart Udall and
Lacy Bird lohnsc-i
lead members o=the
press on the Los:
Mine hike.



a break at the top of the trail, where she made
a few remarks and the photographers snapped
some pictures.

Liz Carpenter recalled talking with President
Johnson the next day to ask what was appearing
in the newspapers. She said the president
replied: "Well, it's good. You have a five-column
picture on page one of the New York Times. Lady
Bird looks like the Lone Ranger, and Stewart
Udall looks like Tonto."

At the end of the day, everyone gathered on
a mesa top for dinner and a roaring campfire.
Entertainer Cactus Pryor emceed an evening
of folk songs and stories about Comanches,
cattlemen and conquistadors. Those in
attendance were spellbound by the "magnificent
drama proceeding in the sky," Mrs. Johnson
wrote in her diary, as the sunset painted the
twilight and a full moon dramatically rose over
the mountains.

"What a night to remember!" she
recalled, noting the special elixir of outdoor
experiences. "Sheer magic, and a day worth
five ordinary days of living."

The next day, after the first lady planted a
pinyon tree, the people on the trip got into cars
for the journey down to the Rio Grande, where
they would raft through Mariscal Canyon.

The 11-mile trip down the river took five
hours. Twenty-four rafts with five to six people
in each made their way down the wild river.
Some rafts flipped in the rapids. Mrs. Johnson
(who took a turn paddling) recalled seeing one
man clinging to a rock in the rushing water
(he apparently found his way to safety). With
more than 100 people floating, laughing, yelling
and occasionally falling out of rafts, it was a
spectacle the Big Bend had rarely seen.

The raft trip also had moments that
showcased nature's majesty and intimacy.

"The country was marked with great soaring
cliffs that rose up on each side like giant pipe
organs or cathedral spires, battlements of some
long-ago civilization, or the vast escarpments
of another world in which the dinosaurs might
still be living," the first lady wrote in her
diary. "Sometimes you would even see a cave.
Occasionally, in just a cupful of soil on the
cliffside, a cactus would be growing. Sometimes
even a blooming strawberry cactus or yucca,
or ocotillo, or even a stunted pinyon. And
along the banks, there was river cane, which
the Mexicans use to thatch their huts. But

mostly there were just the awesome spires of
the canyon walls pierced by centuries of wind,
eroded by centuries of water, with all sorts of
tales to tell to a geologist. And above the canyon
walls the bluest sky."

The trip was a great success. It garnered
positive press coverage across the country,
and Mrs. Johnson accomplished her goal of
showcasing the majestic beauty of a wild and
remote national park.

For the press, being able to show the first lady
rafting down the rapids on a wilderness river
sure beat covering the latest bill signing.

"The reporters had a grand time," says
Lewis Gould, former professor of history at the
University of Texas and an expert on Lady Bird

Lady Bird Johnson
takes in the scenery
as she, Stewart Udall,
park staff and others
float down the Rio
Grande. In her diary,
she noted the "great
soaring cliffs" and
the "sweet call of the

canyon wren."
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Lady Bird Johnson
and Lyndon Johnson,
sitting next to
the Pedernales
River, changed
the landscape of
America with their
environmental
advocacy.

Johnson. "It was a junket that was much more
than a junket, with a little excitement, the
flowing river, the natural beauty. Of course, Mrs.
Johnson was a gracious hostess even in rafts
going down the river. They were uniformly very
enthusiastic about it."

For Mrs. Johnson, it was one more step
in her effort to promote America's parks
and beautification.

"She was truly committed to the cause,"
Gould says. "She had been interested in the
natural world since she was a child. She saw
this as good press coverage but really that it
would push the cause along at a time when the
Johnson administration needed good publicity."

The environment may not be the first thing
people associate with Lyndon Johnson, but he
proved to be one of America's top conservation
presidents, along with Theodore Roosevelt and
Franklin Roosevelt.

More than 300 laws related to the
environment were passed during the Johnson
administration, forming the legal basis of
the modern environmental movement. Many
of those achievements are credited to Mrs.
Johnson's efforts. In addition to the expansion
of the national park system, major legislative
initiatives during the Johnson administration

include the Wilderness Act, the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, the Endangered
Species Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the
National Historic Preservation Act, the Highway
Beautification Act and the Clean Air Act.

In July 1968, President Johnson thanked his
wife for her guidance, inspiration and hard
work by presenting her with 50 pens used to
sign these laws. She received a plaque that
read: "To Lady Bird, who has inspired me and
millions of Americans to try to preserve
our land and beautify our nation. With love
from Lyndon."

Even after leaving office, the Johnsons weren't
finished helping national parks. They donated
their famous Hill Country ranch to the National
Park Service as a national historical park.

"What more can you say than to give your
beloved ranch to the National Park Service
as kind of a final contribution to the parks?"
Whitlock asks.

Consider making a side trip to the ranch,
near Johnson City, on your next trip out to Big
Bend as you celebrate the 100th anniversary of
national parks. *

Russell Roe is the managing editor of Texas Parks &
Wildlife magazine.
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.an additional

50% OFF
sale price!

Chameleon Tourmaline Necklace $99*

Offer Code Price Only $8750 + S&P Save $31150!

You must use the insider offer code when
you call to get our special sale price. Offer Code: CTN117-o1

Please use this code when you1-8 0-333-2 45 order to receive your discount.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. CTN117-o1,
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

A E C E* Special price only for customers using
BBB ZNthe offer code versus the price on

Rating of A+ Stauer.com without your offer code.

340 ctw genuine tourmaline " Gold-finished.925 sterling silver bead connectors " 18" plus 2" extender; lobster clasp

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices
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Texas B&B

TEXAS ACCOMMODATIDNS

Rio FRIO LODGING
& NATURE CENTER

Retreat to
the Hills for

a Week or
Weekend of
Relaxation &
Adventure

Bird, Hike, Mountain Bike Trails,
Storytelling & Nature Tours

www.hillcountryadventures.com
830-966-2320 www friolodging.com

* PALO ALTO CREEK FARM. Landmark historic
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquility.

Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farmhouse,

all with private spa therapy rooms.

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

* SETTLER'S CROSSING BED AND BREAKFAST.

Private historic log cabins and cottages spread
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.
www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020

* HISTORIC KUEBLER WALDRIP HAUS BED
AND BREAKFAST. Country elegance on 43
acres 2-6 minutes to New Braunfels, Gruene,
music, shopping, fishing, golf, tennis. Perfect for
vacations, weddings, reunions. 10 rooms, Jacuzzis,
delicious hot breakfast.
www.kueblerwaldrip.com (830) 625-8300

MEYER B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, hot
tub, fireplaces, golf.
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100

HOOPES' HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS
(8oo) 924-1008
www.hoopeshouse.com

m

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.

EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.

FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.

* THE LAMB'S REST INN. Located on the
Guadalupe River. Featuring garden with fountain,
pool, and hot tub, private balconies and fireplaces.
Delightful breakfasts often served alfresco.
www.lambsrestinn.com (888) 609-3932
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a LOWEST

PRICE

EVER!

-1

The DRo STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-
tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 "bites" per
second) to reduce any stump to a pile of
woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground
level so they are gone forever!

. Quickly eliminate any stump
without digging, burning,
or chemicals.

. New, more powerful and
lower-priced models.

. Now towable with ,
your riding mower ,

oAT

The EASY DR® Way
to TRIM and MOW!

TOW-BEHIND
MODELS TOO!

The DRI TRIMMEk MOER
gives you 5X the power and NONE of
the backstrain of handheld trimmers!

. Trims and mows thick grass and weeds
without bogging down -the ONLY
trimmer guaranteed not to wrap!

. Rolls light as a feather on big, easy-rolling
wheels!

. Thickest, longest-lasting cutting cord (up to
225 mil) takes seconds to change.

FEHIPPING Califor FREE DVD and Catalog!
TOLL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY FREE
Cal or go online for details
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WICHITA COUNTY
CHARITY DOVE HUNT

SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2016

$100 ENTRY INCLUDES
DINNER ON 9TH,

ALL DAY HUNT ON 10TH,
AND 1 IN 20 CHANCE TO WIN

$500 GIFT CARD.
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How to Be Cut Off From Civilization
When it's you against nature, there's only one tool you need:
the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife-now ONLY $49!

You are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up
that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that

it's nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.

You've come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed at
your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with a
perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade shines
in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone
handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that
you're ready for whatever nature throws at you.

This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning
the blade doesn't stop at the handle, it runs
the full length of the knife. According to
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying "A

full tang lends structural strength to the knife,
allowing for better leverage ... think one long
steel beam versus two."1~

With our limited edition River Canyon
Bowie Knife you're getting the best in 21st-
century construction with a classic look
inspired by legendary American pioneers.
What you won't get is the trumped up price
tag. We know a thing or two about the
hunt- like how to seek out and capture an BONUS! Call today and yo
outstanding, collector's-quality knife that also receive this genu
won't cut into your bank account. leather sheath!

This quintessential American knife can be yours to use out in What
the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But don't wait. about
A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds. Priced at an
amazing $49, we can't guarantee this knife will stick around for "irst
long. So call today! aFdth

Yor .isati .s10%and thYour satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your
hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you I paid
don't feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 60 days am a s

for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that once -D.,F

you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon's handle, you'll
be ready to carve your own niche into the wild frontier.

u'll

ine

customers are saying
Stauer knives...

off the shipping was fist
e quality is beyond what
for the knife. Overall I

satisfied customer!"

Houston, Texas

River Canyon Bowie Knife -$9.}*

Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $301*

1-800-333-2045 Kche
INSIDER

Y s f C C OFFER CODE -

YS mu stert eis 

FMff 

rcdSt-e o rs eca r

® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RCK135-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. Rating of A+

e Full tang 4 %" stainless steel blade, 9" overall length " Genuine horn, wood and bone handle " Polished brass guard and spacers " Includes leather sheath

Smart Luxu ries-Su rp rising Prices'
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Specializing in
shallow water flats
fishing for redfish,

trout flounder.

Half Day

-Baffin trips
- Kayak Rentals
*Kayaks Shuttle
Drop off / pick up

- Nature Boat Trips for
Photography anc Private
Whooping Crane Tcurs

%All >3 1 4 4 4
rockportredrunner@y oo.com

www.rockportredru ner.com

KARANKAWAVI LAGE
'for the good life on the gulf"

THE LODGE & CATTAILS

The ambience is casual at The I AOdge,
but the amenities are luxurious. Each

of the eight rooms are uniquely styled,

featuring the finest organic bedding.

large bathrooms and original artwork.

Gourmet coffees and flat screen televi-

sions arc found in each room and two

outdoor living rooms with fireplaces
are loirs during your visit. Our

popular mercantile shop. Cattails, is

part of the Karankawa Village just

across the boardwalk. I here yLOU will
find more of the finest coffees, wines,

cigars, goutrlmet foods, artwork.,

clothing and homewares.

Matagorda, TX - (979) 863-7737
karankawavillage.com
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It's easy for kids and beginners to catch a fish at Neighborhood Fishin' lakes.

That's because they're stocked wits fist every two weeks* by the Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department. These sites are in public parks, are safe and

well-maintained - with restrooms, parking, and easy access to the water.

NEIGHBORHOOD
FISHIN'

Find a location near you at:

www.N EIGHBORHOODFISHING.ORG
Lakes are stocked
year-round except
in August.
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Own the1"Gem of the Century"

4c" =n, 40

Incredibly rare find is now available to the public for ONLY $59!

F or centuries, the "Big Four"-diamonds, rubies, emeraldsand sapphires-ruled the gem world. When tanzanite

debuted in 1967, it was a sensation. Unlike those other stones,

which are mined all over the world, tanzanite can be found in

only one place on Earth: in the remote Merelani Hills in the

shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa.

Gem of the century meets deal of the century. With its
remarkable rarity and unique gemstone qualities, it's no wonder

that experts have dubbed it, "the gemstone of the 20th century."

In recent years, top-quality tanzanite gems have fetched higher

prices at auction than rubies, emeralds or diamonds! But

because we buy direct and use our own designers, we are able
to offer you this rare beauty for ONLY $59!

What makes tanzanite so irresistible to jewelers and gem
experts? Part of its appeal is the beautiful violet blue color.

Tanzanite is also trichroic-which means that three different

colors are visible when the stone is viewed from different angles.

"This ring is unbelievable. I've owned some spectacular
high-dollar gemstones in my life and this ring will compete
with any of them!"-Katharine, Shreveport, LA

Henry Platt, past president and chairman of Tiffany &
Company, called Tanzanite "The most important gemstone
discovery in over 2,000 years."

A gemstone found only one place on earth, means supply is
extremely limited. Get your hands on the Karatu Tanzanite Ring
before they're gone!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Experience the rare
beauty of the Karatu Tanzanite Ring for two months. If you're

not completely awestruck, simply send it back within 60 days

for a complete refund of the sale price. We want you to feel like

you got the deal of the century!

With over 4,000 sold, we currently have less than

2,000 in stock!

Karatu Tanzanite Ring -yy9*
Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $340!

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: KTR203-o2
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. KTR203-02,

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

*ASpecial price only for customers using the
_ _ _ of BUSNE$offer code versus the price on Stauer.com
Rating of A+ without your offer code.

11/5 carats of geniune tanzanite " Lab-created white DiamondAura accents " .925 sterling silver setting " Whole ring sizes 5-10

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices T
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IN THE FOURTH CENTURY B.C.,

Aristotle observed sponge divers

breathing underwater using hollow

reeds. Before that, swimming

elephants with upturned trunks led

the innovation. In modern times,

snorkeling has become a popular

leisure activity for families, often at

state parks.

With more than 80,000 miles of running
streams, crystalline springs as clear as drinking
water and 367 miles of coastline, Texas has a lot
of room for snorkeling.

WHY SNORKEL? Snorkeling affords limitless
time on the water, without the expense of gear
or complicated techniques, and it's accessible to
people of any shape and age. The only skills you
need to get started are floating and breathing.

DUCK DIVING. The underwater exploration
afforded by a snorkel is endless. "Duck diving" or
"active" snorkeling takes you below the surface
on a treasure hunt. Swim down to nooks and
crannies, and discover submerged treasures like
oysters and lost sunglasses. Just practice holding
your breath and clearing your snorkel.

THROUGH THE FOG. An almost unavoidable
problem for snorkelers is a foggy mask. Here's
a tip: Let a little water in at the bottom of your
mask to prevent the temperature difference that
causes fogging. Tilt your head to let the water
wash over the lens.

By Emily Moskal

Freshwater Fishes of Texas by Earl
Chilton provides illustrated accounts
of 46 species to guide you through
schools of fish.

L: Choose a snorkel that
fits comfortably in your mouth. A
splash-guard will help keep your
snorkel clear during choppy waters
and horseplay.

Find a silicon-skirted mask
that fits. With the straps hanging
loose, put the mask against your face.
Inhale lightly through your nose. If
the mask tugs and doesn't fall, it fits.

Propel yourself through the
water with fins, even in strong
currents. Be careful - fins can easily
damage delicate water bottoms or
stir up sediment.
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Texas Parks & Wildlife n
photographer Earl Nottingh;
recent photo shoot at Garne

coincide with the rise of the
moon. As he set up his camera
the Frio River, he was disappo
factors: Clouds were obscur
campers downriver had turr

bright lanterns, and lights fr
lot were shining on the rocks

y was relieved when the moon
behind the clouds and gave
minutes to shoot. Only when h
images later did he realize th
had added interest to the sce
parking lot lights had provided
fill light to show detail in the rc
four photos together to cre
Sometimes photo shoots don'

he says. "They go better!" TOO

taken with a Canon EOS SON

Canon EF24-70mm f/2.8L US
1/320th, 1/5th, 8 and 30 second

I.u.

is .,4 :. .ym

magazine chief
am planned a
r State Park to

seasonal blue
on the banks of
inted by several
ing the moon,
ned on several
m the parking

in the river. Earl
emerged from
him about 15

ie looked at the
iat the lanterns
ne and that the
I just a touch of
)cks. He merged
ate this image.
t go as planned,"
LS: Four images
Mark IlIl camera,
M lens, f/4.0 at
Is, ISO 320.
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