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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

FRONT

HIS MONTH, we wrap up our yearlong
salute to Texas music with Randy Mallory's

roundup of several outstanding music fes-

tivals. Courtney Russell covers Christmas festivi-
ties around the state, and we include our

"Looking Back" retrospective of some of the sig-

nificant events in Texas during 2004.

Unfortunately, each year we can only

include a fraction of the goings-on that took

place over the previous 12 months. Fortunate-

ly, Texans find ways to celebrate year round,
which makes Texas towns among the greatest

places on earth.

This year, I went to the Eden Fall Fest, held
September 24-26, 2004. The festival featured

what you would expect at many a small-town

celebration-a dunking booth, a mechanical

bull where you could practice your ridin' and

ropin', children's booths, a parade, musical

entertainment and dancing, a greased-pig con-

test, and a barbecue supper and dance. Since

Eden Mayor Charlie Rogers is a marbles cham-
pion, he and his crew worked day and night to

set up the "Lost My Marbles" contest for chil-

dren and adults. The vendors, fiddlers, cowboy

breakfast, and roping contest topped off Fall

Fest perfectly.

In case you haven't been to Eden, the town

features a centrally located park-named for

native son and World War II hero Earl

Rudder-that makes the perfect site for such

festivities. Vendors and spectators had a fine

time enjoying the entertainment under a bright

autumn sky and the park's shade trees.

But the main reason I went to Eden was

to work. Eden's Community Development

Director, Genora Young, had asked my col-

leagues Geoff Appold, head of our audiovisual

section, Doris Howdeshell, director of the Travel

Division, and me to judge two cooking con-

tests. Deciding on the best foods in a contest

may sound like fun, but it's a little more com-

plicated than that, folks. The Eve's Seduction
Dessert Contest turned out to be rougher than

the Adam's Rib Barbecue Cook-off. Maybe it's
because some of us can't devour sugar the way

we used to.

Going through the pies and cakes was a

breeze, but when we got to about our 20th

dessert, a pair of beautiful cobblers, I thought

we were going to lose poor Geoff. The sugar

overload was on. Don't get me wrong-the

desserts were wonderful; it's just that you can't

be sensible at an event like this. You have to

taste everything, and then you have to decide

on the winners. And the judges sometimes had

widely varying opinions on what constituted

the tastiest cake or the flakiest piecrust. Some

items would be rated highly by one individual,
while another would think they were nothing

to rave about. Some of us swore that there was

rum in one dessert, but when we asked the

cook, she denied it categorically.

spectators at September's Eden Fall Fest, held in Earl
Rudder Park, downtown on the square.

The barbecue was much easier to handle

than the desserts. First off, there weren't as many

entries, and second, the BBQ contained mini-

mal amounts of sugar. Plus, these folks knew

how to use their smokers-the barbecue entries

were succulent, savory, and second to none.

Next September, you might think about

spending Fall Fest weekend in Eden, "the star

in the center of Texas." The town is at the inter-

section of US 83 and US 87, about 40 miles east

of San Angelo.

BUT REMEMBER, towns all over Texas offer cel-

ebrations, food tastings, music festivals, and

seasonal revelry to satisfy all tastes. May your

holidays be safe and full of good cheer....

WE HAVE a winner for our Where in Texas Are
You? contest, published in the September 2004

issue. Gena L. Thiele of Seguin correctly identi-

fied the Bolivar Point Lighthouse. The prize

package includes airfare to Harlingen, a rental

car, meals, lodging, and more in South Padre

Island. Congratulations, Ms. Thiele. Enjoy your

stay at South Padre Island.
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14 M cALLEN. CITY OF PALMS When the Rio Grande Valley beckons, head to McAllen,
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20 HARRY RAN SOM CEN T ER Vis t a magnificent research center on the UT-Austin
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community in South Texas honors its history as tie cradle of Polish-American colonization.
BY LAURIE E. JASINSKI, PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAUREt.CE PARENT

40 SOUNDS ACR S S EX AS: MUSIC FESTS Make your
plans for 2005. A music fan with eclectic tastes describes some of the state's
best musical buffets. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RANDY MALLORY
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takes a look at the trials and triumhs of 2004. BY JACK LOWRY
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Lovin' the Lone Star
WE ARE a Dutch couple and have traveled
through your state for three months. In 2001,
we married in San Antonio. In our country, we
drive a '75 Chevy Silverado pickup. So, we
live Texas!

In our weekly, two-hour radio show, Texas
Radio, we talk about your music, your friendly

people, the beautiful nature, the food, and the
warm weather. Reading TH helps us to repre-
sent Texas even better. The country music of
today and its history can be heard on our

show, which runs every Friday evenin' in the
Netherlands. Once a month, we interview a
Texas artist live by phone. We've already spo-
ken to Bruce Robison, Bobby Flores, Cornell
Hurd, and many more.

We'd like your help in finding Texas music
and lightin' up our playlist (which we send out
every week by email) with some sayings that
are typical for the Lone Star State. Please send
music tips or sayings to: ramblinev@wxs.nl.
Holland loves Texas!

EDDY AND RIA VELDKAMP

Nieuwolda, The Netherlands

A September to Remember
YOU FOLKS have really outdone yourselves.
I enjoy every issue, but September's 30th
Anniversary Special Issue is truly outstanding
and will probably stay on the coffee table for
at least a year. Congrats.

ED COALE

Rosebud

SEPTEMBER'S "Go. See. Do!" list was spec-
tacular. I read each and every word. The pic-
tures were spectacular, as usual, especially
the center spread of El Capitan. Keep up the
great work.

JIM DYER
Carrollton

Great Groves
I READ your June issue and loved Melissa
Gaskill's article on organic farms, which in-
cluded G&S Groves in McAllen. I bought their
organic grapefruit on eBay two years ago and
have been purchasing from them ever since.
Texas has the best tasting oranges and grape-
fruits, and I take my hat off to those small

organic farmers who work so hard to produce a
better quality product.

JIM WILLSON

Battle Ground, Washington

True-Blue Texan
PEGGY Heinkel-Wolfe's "Pink Granite, Blue
Lacy" in September's Speaking of Texas was
perhaps the first widespread information about
the Blue Lacy, and will hopefully inspire inter-

est in this healthy, calm, and brave Texas-bred
dog. George W. Lacy was my husband Byron's
great-grandfather. We are proud of this heritage
and of his distant cousin Mario Riley's wonder-
ful work at the registry. My father-in-law, Jack
W. Lacy, born and raised in Marble Falls, was a
boy when his grandpa George died. He remem-
bers his grandpa wore a beard, and was in his
mid-90s when he died from injuries received
from breaking a horse! He owned Granite
Mountain along with Colonel Nimrod L. Norton
and W.H. Westfall, and the plaque in the
Capitol acknowledges these three men for hav-
ing donated the granite for the Texas Capitol.

BONNIE FYFFE LACY
Nacogdoches

A Twang Thang
I BEG your pardon, Pardner.... As a third-
generation Texan, and a subscriber to TH al-
most since its inception, I feel compelled to
correct the Singing Cowboys article in the
October issue. You mentioned cowboy music
was kicked off by Carl Sprague in 1925.
However, a true Texas cowpuncher named
Marion Try Slaughter II, born in Jefferson in
1883 to a notorious Texas family, worked on
ranches from Vernon to Dalhart as a teen until
he discovered he had a musical talent. He

O
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1Serving with the Marine
Corps in Iraq are (left to
right) Sgt. Dwight Carr
(from Belize), Cpl. Chad
Hughes (Dallas), Lcpl. Jason
Kovach (Kentucky), and Cpl.

A Duke Omara (Dallas). Chad
wrote to thank us for TH and
says, "I enjoy reading the
magazine during my down
time. It helps to stay tuned
into what is going on back

f at home."

went to New York, where his
southern twang was quickly

fg . discovered by Thomas
e Edison in 1915 when he

auditioned acoustically
(sang directly into Edison's ear trumpet, as
Edison was almost deaf) and recorded the first
true country/hillbilly song, "Can't Yo' Heah Me
Callin', Caroline?" [1917], for Edison's Talking
Machine records. Edison enjoyed his new way
of singing and thereafter called him "Vernon
Dalhart" because of his cowpunching days.
Vernon Dalhart became one of Edison's most
prolific artists and recorded more than 200
country and other recordings. Dalhart died in
1948. He was inducted into the Country Music
Hall of Fame in 1981. I have several Vernon
Dalhart Edison Diamond Disc recordings and
enjoy listening to them with my grandchildren.

LARRY MALTZ
Austin

ED. NOTE: You have a good point, Larry.
Dalhart could have been mentioned. (We
ran an item on him in Speaking of Texas,
July 1998.) But according to Dalhart's bio
on the Country Music Hall of Fame Web site
(www. countrymusichalloffame. com/
inductees/Vernon_Dalhart.html), Dalhart was
an opera singer who happened to be good at
impersonating hillbilly singers, and is "regard-
ed by most scholars as peripheral to the sty-
listic development of country music...."

WHY WAS there no mention of one of the
Texas treasures of this type of singing? Where
is Don Walser? He's a true singing cowboy
with a gift most on your list lack: Don Walser
can yodel.
SCOTT KRING
Fort Worth

THE GIRLS of the Golden West [mentioned
in the Singing Cowboys article, page 44] were
born in Mount Carmel, Illinois, not in Muleshoe,
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Thanks to everyone who wrote to remind us that we inadvertently

left Tex Ritter out of our October story on Singing Cowboys. (Tex is
shown here in 1966 taping a National Life Grand Ole OpryTV show.)
Check out our story on the Texas Country Music Hall of Fame and
Tex Ritter Museum in Carthage (August 2003), or call the museum
at 903/693-6634; www.carthagetexas.com/tcmhof/index.htm.

as you stated. Muleshoe
was given as their birthplace
by a publicist. See www.
cowgirls.com/dream/
cowgals/goldwest.htm.

JOHN CONQUEST

San Antonio

ED. NOTE: Writer John T.
Davis responds: "It's an
interesting story. The 'girls'
were Dorothy and Mildred
Good, a pair of sisters from
the farm country of Illinois
who were advised by their
agent to dress like cowgirls
when they performed on
Midwestern radio stations
and at dances, the better to
accentuate their yodels and
country-style harmonies. As
a way to further cash in on
the singing-cowboy craze
of the 1930s, their agent
advised them to create a
background that included a
more "Western" origin than

Illinois...hence, their 'Muleshoe' birthplace.
(I guess the agent thought Muleshoe was
the essence of a Western-sounding town.)
Decades later, writers-including yours truly-
are still being led astray by the story of the
Illinois-bred Girls of the Golden West, and their
supposed 'hometown' of Muleshoe. As a friend
who pointed out my error said, 'Their agent
must have gone into the Press Agent Hall of
Fame for making up that whopper.' It makes a
great story, but I'm sorry to have mistakenly
perpetuated it."

A Cone by Any Other Name...
IN YOUR recent coverage of the history of
Dairy Queens in towns across Texas [August],
people keep referring to the "dipped cone."
Am I the only one who remembers that the
dipped cone had a name, the Brown Derby?

DEXTER HOLLABAUGH

Waxahachie

Nice Folks Up North
HOWDY to you'all. I want to let you know how
much I enjoy TH. My daughter, who lives in
Houston, buys a subscription for her dad as

Ahead, the Wild West and Old South converge on wildlower-strewn roads and waterways TEXAS
TEXA . surrounding Dallas-Fort Worth. To the side are historic railroads, early settlements and the HISTORICAL

ghosts of cowboys. Following intently are the stories of people who made Texas great. So get in COMMISSION

the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around - you can see your heritage from here.

For a free driving map of the Lakes Trail or other Texas Heritage Trails, call toll free 866/276-6219 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel.
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RANDY MAL ORY
an ongoing gift. It brings
such wonderful memories,
as we visit Texas twice a1
year. She has taken us
to visit many towns and
cities, and I love them all.
We live in Winnipeg,
Canada, but I feel like
Texas is also my home. U
FRANCES CROPLEY
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada

AuTumn in Leauer oi the p,
Winnsboro through the woo
I ENJOYED Randy
Mallory's October story on Winnsboro's
Autumn Trails. His picture on page 20 is cap-
tioned "Model A Ford Club" and "Model A
enthusiasts:' but the lead car is a Model T
(no bumper).

MACK PALMER
Austin

THANKS for Randy Mallory's wonderful arti-
cle and beautiful pictures of Winnsboro! You
did a great job of letting people know about

-V-' 

& ,'-
I. t z --

ick. A Model i heads up a procession of Model A's
ded countryside around Winnsboro.

the hidden treasure of this area of the state.

DR. BETTYE J. HERLOCKER
Winnsboro

Marshall's List
SEPTEMBER is one of your best issues
ever-Michael O'Brien's photos in particular.
I read through all 270 of the staff's choices
of "Things We Love About Texas." Tubing on the
Guadalupe and Frio rivers came up several
times, as it should.

Here comes the "however": There was one
glaring omission-our courthouses, in particular
those in Lockhart, Waxahachie, Marfa, Sulphur
Springs, Denton, Weatherford, Decatur, and,
now that the towers have been restored,
Goliad. The Saturday Evening Post once
praised the Hill County courthouse at Hillsboro
as "like a great European cathedral." The archi-
tecture of many of these Texas jewels is
America in its youthful striving and reaching.

Willie Nelson, our many bat caves, green
jays, the Willow City Loop, and the annual
Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Alpine in March
are other gems to love. Thanks for a memo-
rable issue.

MARSHALL CLAYTON
Bandera

ED. NOTE: Thanks, Marshall. We like your list.
Anyone else have favorites we didn't cover?
Let us hear about them!

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; email:
letters@texashighways.com. web site: www.texas
highways.com. Though we are unable to print every let-
ter, we just might select yours to appear in the maga-
zine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. we re-
serve the right to edit letters.

TEXAS LAKES TRAIL REGION

Unwrap the treasures and wonders

of the Texas Lakes Trail Region this holiday season.

Learn about the 31 counties in
north central Texas that comprise the

Texas Lakes Trail Region at TEXA
www.texaslakestrail.com A

or call 817/573-1114 TEXAS HISTOR cA COM MS SN
TEXAS HERITAGE TRAILS PR GAR

FORT WORTH
Christmas in the Stockyards, Santa in Sundance

Square, and much more!
www.fortworth.com - 800/433-5747

GLEN ROSE
Christmas On The Square - Dec. 11

www.glenrosetexas.net - 888/346-6282

GRANBURY
Candlelight Tour of Homes - Dec. 4 & 5

www.granburytx.com - 800/950-2212

MESQUITE
Holiday Jazz Concert & Toy Drive -Dec. 3

www.mesquitechamber.com - 800/541-2355

WAXAHACHIE
Candlelight Christmas Home Tour

Dec. 4 & 5 - Dec. 11 & 12
www.waxahachiechamber.com - 972/937-2390

December 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 5



THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

YULETIDE YARNS
IF YOU'RE A BOOKLOVER WITH A SPECIAL YEN FOR OLD EDITIONSand Christmas stories, thank your lucky stars if you happen to bearound Albany, Clarksville, or San Antonio during the holiday season.About 170 prized volumes from the extraordinary Judd Collection ofChristmas Stories, a privately held collection featuring holiday yarns bysuch tale-spinners as J. Frank Dobie, General George Washington, andThornton Wilder, will be on display at those locales. Many of the booksdate to the 19th or early-20th centuries, delighting the eye with oldenstyles of art.

They're selected from the library of almost
1,000 Christmas books and periodicals collect-
ed over several decades-and still being collect-
ed-by the Reverend Raymond and Mary Jane
Judd of San Antonio.

At the Old Jail Art Center in Albany from
November 18 through December 31, some 50
or more books will express the theme "The Texas

Connection." Those Christmas
stories include the likes of A.C.
Greene's The Santa Claus Bank
Robbery and Dobie's The Merry
Christmas Tale of Bigfoot Wal-
lace and the Hickory Nuts. Call

325/762-2269; www.theodjailartcenter.org ville from November 17 through JanuarAt the Red RiverwCounty Library in Clarks- thetheme is "The Whie tHouCnneton,

Reverend Raymond anu i . H Jun s culection of Christmas
stories includes a first-edition copy of Larry Chittenden's RanchVerses, as well as a 1908 greeting card portraying Raymond'smother, Glenna Robinson Judd.

Don't just bring back memories. stay and earn with

Bring back some rewards. the Choice Privileges*Brin bac som rewrdsand EA$Y CHOICE®
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone

\ Star State. That's why with 8 brands and
more than 200 Choice hotels across the
greattstate, you'll have everything you
need to experience our unique culture.
Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with
our Chorce Prit//'eges and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs. Call today and ask for
the Texas Highways Ratesto save 10%
or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate,~ 

to save 10%.

choicetexas corn

Lodgel______ We'll see you there.
® CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONALo

Advance reservati000 equired Subect o availabli.Ofer cannot be combined with any other discount or oiler. Rate not availabe online. 0fer only vaidata participating hotels throughout the 0tt fTxs fe ai

nthrog 23004 Choice Priieges: Eurn puinsormiles/creaits when paying quaaifens seae at any Comfort Inn: ComfortSoeOupSepnCao'oraitySie®hein 
5 m

and conai 00 app p PFo comp e detais and pa cpatigra nes s cho cepr iege co or see the Choice Privileges Membeo h p u ide n EASY CHO I CE Earn stamps r eata2 Econo Lodge HandRotels inn hets e l d SAprogram ru es and program conditions apply. For complete details and pa rcpa ng a nes seasychoiceonline com or see the EAS nqHO sampgrd.
02004 Choce Hoesnernation®l no.Allrghsreserved.rmlsceiswe 

aigqaiyn ae
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featuring stories by such former White House
residents as George Washington, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, and other occupants who also happened
to be fine storytellers. General Washington's
contribution is A Christmas Farewell: A Mount
Vernon Homecoming. Call 903/427-3991;
www.rrlibrary.org

At the Elizabeth Huth Coates Library at San
Antonio's Trinity University from November 15
through January 5, the theme for the season is
"Prize Winner Connections," with tales by win-
ners of the Nobel Prize, the Pulitzer Prize, and
other exalted awards. Among the 70 or so sto-
ries: The Harp Weaver by Edna St. Vincent
Millay, The Long Christmas Dinner by Thornton
Wilder, and The Saintmaker's Christmas Eve
by Paul Horgan. Call 210/999-7213.

"We prowl the secondhand bookshops every-
where we travel;" says Mary Jane. Raymond
adds, "The passion for reading and collecting
books must be in our genes. And Christmas
books are special."

J. Frank Dobie would likely agree. Of his boy-
hood, he once wrote, "Christmas was always a
time of oranges and books. The oranges went
fast; some of the books will be in my house and
in me when I die." -HOWARD PEACOCK

STAY ALL NIGHT
WHEN LUBBOCK'S BUDDY HOLLY AND
the Crickets hit the top of the charts in 1957
with the smash hit "That'll Be The Day," music-
lovers the world over took notice of the tunes
coming out of the Texas Panhandle, where
artists mixed honky-tonk, Western Swing, rock-
'n'-roll, and country to make their own intoxi-
cating brew. Some 40 years after the plane
crash that ended Holly's life, some of those
seminal musicians got together in sleepy Azle to
record the CD Stay All Night, a tribute to Buddy
Holly's influences and roots.

A 19-song compilation of classic Western
Swing numbers, honky-tonk hits, gospel
hymns, and country-blues ballads, Stay All
Night features performances by former Holly
bandmates Tommy Allsup, Carl Bunch, and
Larry Welborn; Buddy's brothers, Larry and
Travis Holley; contemporaries Al Perkins and
Billy Grammer; the legendary Bob Wills' Texas
Playboys; and fellow Lubbock stars Joe Ely,
Jimmie Dale Gilmore, and Butch Hancock. In
the album's two previously unreleased 1953
recordings, both with early collaborator Jack
Neal, you can hear Buddy himself playing
lead guitar.

The CD ($18) is available at stores nation-
wide and at www.westtexasroots.com.

Change Your Pace this Holiday Season
with a Hill Country Get-Away!

Kerrville Holiday Events include:
Nov. 26, 2004 - Jan. 2, 2005 - Fifth Annual Texas

Furniture Makers Show - Juried show of the finest
handcrafted furniture and one-of-a-kind accessories

Dec. 2 - Symphony of the Hills

Dec. 11 & 18 - Kerr County Market Days

Dec. 11 - Second
Saturday Art Trail

Dec. 15 - Michael
Martin Murphey -

Cowboy Christmasa

handmade furniture, fromA
[ ERILE

:EEE

The Texas Furniture Makers Show offers a full array of
ytraditional to contemporary.

Call 1-800-221 -7958 for
Special Hotel Packages.

www.kerrvilletexascvb.com

BIG STATE. BIG GIFT.

December 2004 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 7
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A NORSE NOEL
IN THE 1850S, EIGHT NORWEGIAN
families settled the hilly land around today's
Clifton. These days, in the "Norwegian Capital
of Texas" on the first weekend in December
(Dec. 3-4, 2004), townsfolk kick off a month-
long celebration of the season with a
Norwegian Country Christmas celebration.

On Friday night at 6:30, a lighted Christmas
parade-complete with decorated floats and
marching bands-promenades through down-
town, culminating at the festival grounds
on Avenue D, where Santa arrives in a Viking
ship. On Saturday morning, the festival kicks
off early with demonstrations of glassblowing,
candle-making, woodcarving, cookie-making
and rosemaling-a decorative painting style
developed in Norway. Throughout the day, fes-
tival-goers can enjoy folk dancing, live
music, and traditional foods ranging from
Norwegian meatballs to berlinerkranser
(pretzel-shaped shortbread).

Other December events in the Norse His-
torical District-which encompasses the
Bosque County towns of Clifton, Cranfills Gap,
and Norse, plus a stretch of Texas 219-in-
clude tours of the county's many historic build-
ings; an auction of adorned Christmas trees,
wreaths, and centerpieces at the Bosque Con-
servatory; special exhibits at the Bosque
Memorial Museum; and the annual Norwegian
Lutefisk Dinner. Call 254/675-3720; www.
cliftontexas.org. -COURTNEY RUSSELL

HOLIDAY HOUSEBOATING
WHAT'S YOUR TRADITIONAL FAMILY
holiday experience? Is it lolling about in the
sunshine by day, peering into the sparkling
skies at night, with no last-minute mall treks or
traffic snarls to detract from your sense that all
is right with the world? What about swimming
in warm winter waters, fishing for bass and
striper, or viewing Indian archeological sites?

If that sounds too good to be true, take your
family on a holiday houseboating excursion on
Lake Amistad, near Del Rio. Forever Resorts, a
nationwide vacation-reservations company
with several destinations in Texas, offers spe-
cial rates on houseboats from December 1
through February 28. If you'll be on the water
over Thanksgiving or Christmas, you'll even
receive a free turkey. Bring your holiday lights,
and revel in the season. Call 800/255-5561;
www.foreverhouseboats.com.
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HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND FAS

HO-HO-HOWDY, FOLKSIn the free-wheeling years after World War II, merchants in Kerens, Texas,

had a problem. Residents of the tiny town were driving to nearby

Corsicana or even 75 miles north to Dallas for pre-Christmas shopping

sprees. Looking for a

money at local stores,
the Kerens Chamber of

Commerce built what

they claimed was the

world's largest Santa

Claus, a 49-foot-tall fig-

ure constructed from iron-

pipe drill casing and papier--

mtch6, with seven-foot lengths

of unraveled rope for a beard.

The promotion proved a big success

during the 1949 holidays, but the nov-

elty wore off the following year, and

community support waned. In 1951,
State Fair president R.L. Thornton

purchased Santa's components for

$750 and hired Dallas artist Jack

Bridges to create a giant cowboy out of

the material.

Big Tex made his debut at the 1952

State Fair of Texas. Wearing size 70

boots and a 75-gallon hat, Tex towered

52 feet above wide-eyed visitors. His

denim jeans and plaid shirt were donat-

ed by the H.D. Lee Company of

Shawnee Mission, Kansas. Cosmetic

surgery the following year straightened

his nose, corrected a lascivious wink,

and allowed him to talk.

-Nancy Wiley,
from The Great State Fair of Texas,
An Illustrated History (Taylor

Publishing Co., 1995)

PLAY BALL!

Andrew Johnson Jr. keepsthings neat and green as

head of the grounds

department at the University of

Dallas, but when he was the age

of most students who play on the UD

ball fields now, he tore up a few sand-

lots himself.

gimmick that might encourage peop e to spend

Now more thalu Tex, who
welcomes visitors to the State Fair o Texas in
Dallas with a booming "Howdy, folks," began
life as a 49-foot Santa in the town o- Kerens.
COURTESY STATE FAIR OF TEXAS ARCHIVES

CINATING FACTS

In the 1950s and 1960s, Johnson

had two jobs and children to support,
but he still managed to play baseball

nany nights and weekends for the

Dallas Brown Bombers. He and his

team members would take vacation at

the same time so they could tour

around Texas and play in tourna-

ments. At the time, more than 100

Texas towns hosted minor-league base-

ball teams.

Teams playing in the Negro League

didn't always get the same warm

reception on the road as their Anglo

counterparts, Andrew says, but the

men quickly discovered which gas sta-

tions and hamburger stands would

serve them despite the Jim Crow laws

still in force, and they shared the

information with other black teams.

Even for the few players who

made the leap to professional

teams-Jackie Robinson first broke

the "color line" in baseball when he

joined the Brooklyn Dodgers in

1947-there wasn't much money in

the game. They played for the team,
not for personal glory, says Andrew,

with the older players teaching the

younger ones how it should be done.

"When we were teenagers, we

could run fast and throw hard," says

Andrew, who played shortstop until he

was 55. "But the older guys, they'd

outthink us."
Many members of the Dallas Brown

Bombers grew up together in West

Dallas playing baseball in neighbor-

hood sandlots. After two or three

decades together, the teammates could

use silent or subtle hand signals to

indicate their plays, and they some-

times beat professional teams in

exhibition games.

"People need to know these

guys played tremendous ball,"

says Andrew, now 78. "They out-

played the guys in the history books.

They played from the heart."

-Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe, Argyle
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SPOTLIGHT

"n UT Museums

Hook 'Em
ALONG WITH UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN'S SPLENDIDLY redone

Harry Ransom Center (see story, page 20), the UT-Austin campus offers

three additional public museums that showcase the fine arts, presiden-

tial politics, and natural history.

LBJ LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON'S LEGACY IS
Texas-big, and so is the LBJ Library and Mu-
seum, which chronicles the Texan's presidency
and times. The library houses 45 million pages
of historical documents...a treasure-trove for
researchers. And the museum features perma-
nent and traveling historical and cultural
exhibits that have attracted more than 12 mil-
lion visitors since opening day, in May of 1971.

The LBJ houses an array of expected and also
quirky exhibits. For example, there's a seven-
eighths-scale replica of the Oval Office during
the Johnson presidency-and also a life-size,
moving and talking figure of LBJ telling some of
his famous stories.

Some 4,000 original news cartoons editorial-
ize about LBJ's political career and the issues he
faced. In addition, 10,000-plus items of politi-
cal memorabilia dating from George Wash-
ington's inauguration to the present fill the
capacious building. There's even the 1968
stretch Lincoln limousine that transported
President Johnson in Washington and Austin.

The LBJ Library and Museum is at 2313 Red
River Street. Call 512/721-0200; www.lbjlib.
utexas.edu. -RANDY MALLORY

COMING UP AT THE LBJ
YOU MIGHT NOT EXPECT TO SEE
a go-go dancer, a psychedelic VW
van, artwork by Peter Max, or a trib-
ute to soul singer Isaac Hayes
during your visit to the LBJ Library
and Museum. But the museum
sheds light on much more than the
Sixties' political and social history.
Beginning on December 18, Signs
of the Times: Life in the Swingin'
Sixties delves into a decade that
saw overwhelming changes in the Signs of th
realms of entertainment, fashion, LBJ Library
literature, and art.

Included in Signs of the Times are memora-
bilia related to musicians like the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones, The Who, the Small Faces,
Aretha Franklin, and Ike and Tina Turner;
sports collectibles from icons like Cassius
Clay/Muhammad Ali and Joe Namath; artwork
by Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, and Larry
Rivers; and books by Truman Capote, Tom Wolfe,
and Norman Mailer.

As for participation, not only can you check
out the pre-Beyonce moves of the aforemen-
tioned go-go dancer (taped and projected on

.4

e Times: Life in the Swingin' Sixties opens at the
and Museum in Austin on December 18.

a screen in the "British Invasion" section), but
you can view trendsetting television shows
and commercials in a 1960s-style living room.
If you think its too late to revisit the Sixties,
think again. Signs of the Times remains on view
through August 28, 2005. Call 512/721-0200;
www.lbjlib.utexas.edu. -LORI MOFFATT

BLANTON MUSEUM OF ART
IN THE 1960S, THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
at Austin opened an art museum on campus to
show its modest collection of a few hundred
works. The holdings blossomed in the 1970s,
when author -ames A. Michener and his wife,
Mari, donatec their collection of 20th-Century
American paintings. The museum's permanent
collection now boasts more than 17,000
pieces: European works from the Renaissance
and Baroque periods, American and contem-
porary art, modern and contemporary Latin
American art, and prints and drawings from
all periods.

In 1997, the museum got a new name
(to honor fo-mer UT regent and arts patron
Jack S. Blanton), and plans were announced
for a new, two-building complex. The first
building, a 124,000-square-foot gallery space,

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS December 2004
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will open in February 2006 at Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard and Congress Avenue.

The Blanton continues to exhibit selected
works in its current location, at 23rd and San
Jacinto, through May 2005, when it will close to
prepare for the move. Call 512/471-7324;
www.blantonmuseum.org. -RANDY MALLORY

LOOKING AHEAD AT THE BLANTON
THROUGH DECEMBER 23, UT'S BLANTON
Museum of Art presents three concurrent ex-
hibits: Twister: Moving through Color, 1965-
1977; 500 Years of Prints and Drawings; and The
Blanton Builds: A Look at Your New Museum.

The three exhibits cover such varied subjects
as abstract paintings, paintings from lesser
known American and Latin American artists of
the 1960s and 1970s, rare Renaissance en-
gravings, Old Masters prints, and architectural
renderings of the Blanton's new museum, which
is scheduled to open in February 2006.

From January through May 22, 2005, recent
acquisitions from Chile and a selection of Euro-
pean paintings from the 15th-18th centuries will
replace Twister. These collections will form the
last exhibitions at the Blanton's present location
(at 23rd and San Jacinto) before the museum
moves into its new building at the corner of
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Congress Ave.
Call 512/471-7324; www.blantonmuseum.org.

-ROSEMARY WILLIAMS

TEXAS MEMORIAL MUSEUM
AFTER TWO YEARS OF RENOVATIONS,
Texas' first state museum (created in the 1930s)
boasts three floors of new natural history
exhibits. The Hall of Geology and Paleontology
displays 550 dinosaur, fossil, rock, and mineral
specimens. Spotlighted is the spectacular, 30-
foot-long Mosasaur, a seagoing relative of
today's lizards. Visitors can stop and chat with
professional paleontologists as they prepare
fossils for exhibit.

Another new exhibit area showcases the most
noteworthy of the museum's 5.7 million speci-
mens. The show-stopper is a 40-foot-long Texas
Pterosaur that lived 65 million years ago in what
is now Big Bend National Park. It is the largest
flying creature ever discovered.

The museum's new Biodiversity Discovery
Hall claims the nation's only immersive 3-D
virtual-reality exhibit, which allows three-dimen-
sional views outside and inside of specimens.

Texas Memorial Museum is at 2400 Trinity
Street, two blocks north of the UT stadium in Aus-
tin. Call 512/471-1604; www.tmm.utexas.edu.

-RANDY MALLORY
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AAA Members can save up to 30%*
at more than 350 La Quinta* hotels
nationwide. And, when you stay with
us, you'll also enjoy:

* Convenient Locations - Access
top vacation destinations and major
driving routes across the country.
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complimentary continental breakfast
with every stay, and free high-speed
Internet access at all Inn & Suites
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_ VAL VERDE WINERY

IC Under the Texan Sun
WHEN MOST Texans head for the border, their tongues

thirst for the tingling taste of a Mexican cerveza or frosty,

lime-laced margarita. A goblet of ruby-red port is probably

the farthest thing from their minds. A stop in Del Rio at Val

Verde Winery can change all that.

BY ROB MCCORKLE

" ac 1 '.b i kr ,o
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Texas' oldest bonded winery sits in the

heart of the city between the Rio Grande

and San Felipe Springs. Since 1869, the
springs have helped irrigate Del Rio's crops,
including black Spanish grapes intro-

duced by Franciscan friars centuries ago.

Val Verde has 12 acres of the original

land where the winery got its start in

1883 under the guidance of Frank

Qualia, a farmer who immigrated to

Texas from a small town near Milan,
Italy. Today, the Texas winery, which

backs up to the vineyards, operates out

of a two-story, white stucco hacienda

tucked away on a quiet, palm-lined street

named for the Qualia family.

The young Italian winemaker quick-

ly turned his avocation into a commer-

cial winery that has survived Prohibition,
pestilence, and the vagaries of the nas-

cent Texas wine industry. Grandson

Tommy Qualia has been running the

winery since 1973, when he took it over

from his father, Louis.

"Contrary to what some have written,

Grandpa didn't leave the Old Country with

cuttings in his pocket headed for Del Rio

to start a winery,"

Tommy says. "He had

gone to Mexico seek-

ing a Spanish land

grant to take up farm-

ing. He lived in San

Antonio before head-

ing to Del Rio, where

Val Verce Winery, Texas oldest, welcomes visitors to its hacienda-style
headquarters in Del Rio six days a week.

he had heard of plentiful land and the

pure water of San Felipe Springs. The

Lenoir, or black Spanish grape, was al-

ready growing here."

VAL VERDE WINERY lies just south of down-
town Del Rio at 100 Qualia Dr., 830/
775-9714. Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Closed Sun.

Ciudad Acuha, just across the Rio Grande
from Del Rio, offers shopping and sightseeing
that's hard to resist. Drop by the popular
Corona Club for a cerveza or margarita before
heading to dinner at one of the border city's
famous eateries, such as Crosby's.

Val Verde's reputation as one of the

state's finest wineries extends well be-

yond the Texas border. Tommy recalls

that when the mayor of Oporto,

Portugal, visited the winery, Tommy and
his wife, Linda Kaye, were out of town.

"He bought a bottle of our tawny port

to take back," Tommy says. "It's sup-

posed to be in the Museum of Port in
Portugal. I'd like to go see it someday."

The Del Rio vintner doesn't take such

acclaim lightly. After all, it was in the

1970s, when Tommy took over the busi-
ness, that the winery switched from
screw caps back to corks. The wine-

maker is determined not to stray too far

from his family's winemaking tradition.

Tommy tries to keep operating and

distribution costs down, production

comfortably low, and the quality of the

wines high. Tommy and his small work
force still produce a handcrafted wine

that is bottled and corked three bottles

at a time.

Val Verde's wines have profited in

recent years from America's growing

affinity for all things Italian. Under the
Tuscan Sun-the recent best-selling book

and movie that pay homage to the coun-

try Italian lifestyle and Tuscan wines and

cuisine-have imbued the winery with a

certain cachet.

"The business is really starting to

come around," Tommy concedes. "Italian

wines are becoming very popular."

Visitors to Val Verde can take a 15-

minute tour that includes a look at the
fermentation tank area, where they learn
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Though Val Verde Winery is "150 miles from nowhere,"

intrepid oenophiles find their way there-some via the Pecos

Wine Trail-a route that leads from Del Rio to Fort Stockton.

ish varietal that gave Frank Qualia his start in 1883.

about the winemaking process. Then it's
off to the "big barrel" room and "small
barrel" room, where the wines are aged.
Tours conclude in the tasting room,
where visitors can sample and purchase
the various wines.

The winery's Don Luis Tawny Port,
named for Tommy's father, retails for
$25. Val Verde's other European vintages
-Chardonnay, Chenin Blanc, Sauvignon
Blanc, Texas ros6, Muscat Canelli,
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and San-
giovese-sell for a bit less.

The Qualias buy most of their grapes
from other parts of the state, primarily
the Panhandle and Texas Hill Country.
Val Verde's Sauvignon Blanc-a slightly
sweet European-style white wine-is
made from grapes grown at Becker Vine-
yards in Stonewall. The Chardonnay and
Chenin Blanc come from Pecos County
grapes in more arid West Texas.

The affable winemaker's eyes light up
when he speaks of the winery's new

Italian-style wine-a 2001 vintage,
ruby-red Sangiovese, made with grapes
grown in Blanco-that won a Bronze
medal in its first competition in San
Francisco. The vintner hopes to match
that success with an Italian white, a

homegrown Pinot Grigio, as soon as his

grower can boost

production.
Though Tom-

my admits Val

Verde Winery is
"150 miles from

nowhere," intre-

pid oenophiles
find their way

to his door-

some via the Pe-
cos Wine Trail,
a circular route

that leads from
Del Rio to Fort
Davis to Fort

Stockton. Go to

www.texaswine

' -;

trails.com to learn more about the state's
seven wine trails.

Despite the Texas wine industry's and
Val Verde's success, Tommy Qualia says
he never forgets the advice his father

passed on to him decades ago: "If you
make a good bottle of wine, they'll beat
a path to your door."

Not content to rest on his laurels,
Tommy recently purchased his uncle's
1929 house just a few doors down from
the winery. There he has planted four
acres of the winery's trademark Lenoir
grapes and embarked upon another vo-
cation straight from the hills of Tuscany,
growing olive trees.

"Now, I've got something to do for the
rest of my life," he says, alluding to the
challenges of growing olive trees in the
heavy, black soils of the Rio Grande
floodplain.

Perhaps soon, future generations of

Texans will be able to enjoy Qualia
olives along with a glass of Val Verde's
finest ambrosia, both made under the
Texas sun.

ROB McCORKLE enjoys exploring the Texas-Mexico
frontera. Discovering Texas' oldest winery, learning
of its family history, and tasting Val Verde's wines
proved an unexpected bonus.
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GALVEfibN
_1___S L A _N D

With 32 miles of Texas Gulf Coast
beaches. temperate weather year-

round, and a rich cultural history,
Galveston is Texas' most beautiful,

entertaining and historic island.

Call 1-888-GAL-ISLE
or visit

www.6alvestoncvh.com
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cAllen shares a lot of traits with the green jay, the city's official bird. Both are colorful, noisy,
and brash, yet consistently entertaining. Only eight miles from :he Mexico border,
McAllen-known as the City of Palms-boasts tropical Texas hospitality, the world's

largest square-dance classes, authentic Mexican food, festivals, shopping galore, and lots of the

aforementioned green jays. Here, in one of Texas' fastest-growing cities, Winier Texans and year-

round ecotourists coexist with more than 110,000 permanent residents. Spend a few days here, and

you'll begin to see McAllen's appeal. a

In the heart of the Rio Grande galley, McAllen can serve as a colorful base from which to explore the entire region. The love y Renaissance Casa de Palmas
hotel dates to 1918. Decorative masks and other examples of Latin American folk art fill the Internationa Museum of Art and Science. For paper and
plastic flowers, fabric, and other goodies, check out the shops downtown.
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McAllen has linked its fortunes and

fortune to Reynosa, the Mexican city

directly across the Rio Grande. The

McAllen-Reynosa International Bridge

bustles with traffic on weekday mornings

as Mexican workers cross into McAllen

and Americans head to jobs with compa-
nies in Reynosa. Pesos, dollars, Spanish,
and English all blend in McAllen's
bustling downtown. Here, the bicultur-

al merger is apparent in stores with

names like Casa Kevin, packed with hills

of socks, rows of religious candles,
household goods, and trinkets of endless

variety. Even midweek, throngs of shop-

pers ease along the wide sidewalks and

across brick-paved intersections to the

beat of Tejano music from stores and

passing cars. (For boutique shopping and

E ~MIDWEEK, throngs shoppers e aiong the wide sidewalks n across bri k-paved inter-

sections to the beat of ia sic from stores -nO spssing cars

rJ 1

Just eight miles from the United States/Mexico border, McAllen boasts four major slopping areas-downtown (shown here, top photo), the huge Plaza
Mall, an area known as Las Tiendas, and North 10th Street. The International Museum of Art and Science showcases art from throughout the world,
including local artist Trish Motherall's whimsical guitar.
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loads of restaurant choices, or to check

out chain stores like Barnes & Noble,
head to North 10th Street.)

C AI. L F T HE WIL
cAllen's local history and natural his-

tory come together at Quinta Mazat-

Ian, a 1930s Spanish-Revival hacien-

da (the largest adobe structure in South

Texas), slated to open in May 2005 as Mc-

Allen's multi-site World Birding Center.

Although the eccentric original owner

once painted the mansion silver so it

couldn't be detected by radar, the home

today is a vision of white adobe and blue-

and-white tile. Fuchsia bougainvillea,
orange-flowered poinciana trees, and old

mesquites populated by noisy, pheasant-

size chachalacas enrich this six-acre site.

In other areas of town, black-bellied

whistling ducks and other shorebirds

hang out at the McAllen Bird Ponds,
wild flocks of red-crowned parrots and

green parakeets frequent heavily-treed

neighborhoods, and a pair of peregrine

falcons roosts in the downtown Chase

Bank Tower. This abundance of flora

and fauna attracts nature-watchers and

photographers to McAllen, particularly

for events like the Texas Tropics Nature

Festival (March 31-April 3, 2005).
Festival cochair Ron Smith says that field

trips, such as canoe and pontoon-boat

adventures on the

Rio Grande, offer

frequent views

of beauties like

great kiskadees,

Altamira orioles,

and olive spar-

rows. Bats, insects,

butterflies, and
native plants get

"~ their time in the

Curve-billed thrashers spotlight during

make a joyful whistle. the festival, too.

A QUICK HISTORY
espite the bustle of business and

birds, McAllen residents haven't for-

gotten their history. In 1904, when

the railroad reached the area, Browns-

ville businessman John McAllen and

his partners established a McAllen

rimmed in lights and poinsettias, Archer

Park smells of cinnamon and sugar

when McAllen's annual Candlelight

Posada festival takes place the first weekend
in December (December 3-4 this year). With

night temperatures sinking to the 50s, jackets

and gloves have replaced shorts and sandals
for the crowds who await Santa's arrival on

Friday evening. Last year, St. Nick made his

entrance in a 1955 Bel Air convertible art-car,
accompanied by about 120 parade floats

and ensembles of dancers, prancers, and the
sheriff's posse on horseback.

battery-powered candles. South Texas
Indian dancers and a cloud-full of white-

robed angels lead the procession, followed

by two high shool students representing
Joseph and Mary, who rides sidesaddle
on a donkey.

It's truly a participatory experience: In

the time we sang "0 Come All Ye Faithful;'

"Silent Night;""The Little Drummer Boy;" and
other carols, Mary dismounted twice. Then,
half of the group requested shelter, while
the other half sang a refusal. The mobile
nativity scene eventually reaches Archer

A choir of angels rings in the Christmas season at McAllen's annua Candlelight Posada.

Food booths rimming the park send out
distinctive aromas of border bites, like gor-
ditas stuffed with white cheese, cups of corn
flavored with lemon juice and chiles, and
best of all, buhuelos, those fried pastries
dusted in cinnamon and sugar. Nonstop en-

tertainment fills three stages on both nights.
On Saturday night, beginning at City Hall

and culminating at the park, the annual

Candlelight Posada reenacts Mary and

Joseph's search for lodging. The proces-
sion to the posada (Spanish for inn or

shelter) is open to anyone who can walk

and sing at the same time. At City Hall,
some eight blocks from the park, partici-
pants receive a free songbook and share

Park, where Mary and Joseph find welcome.
For members of the diverse crowd-teens in
long T-shirts, tourists, toddlers in strollers,
longtime McAllen residents-the Christmas
spirit is almos- tangible.

But that's nt all: Throughout December,
the International Museum of Art and
Science presents its annual Christmas Tree
Forest. On December 4-5, an event called
Dias Festivos -ills the McAllen Convention

Center with arts and crafts vendors. On
December 2-4 and 16-18, evening trolley
tours of Christmas-lighted homes run from
the Municipal Park three times nightly.

iFeliz Navidad! Merry Christmas!
-EILEEN MATTE

iv
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THE DE PALMAS Historic District boasts more than 25 homes from the 1920s and '30s, in styles from

Monterrey Revival to Prairie. Several of the homes will soon be Registered Texas Historic Landmarks.

I

FL-''

Across the street from the Renaissance Casa de Palmas hotel, Archer Park hosts activities year
round. The bancstand's baserrent once housed the city's library. Rick de Julio stands in front of his
1937 Tudor Revival home, which is a Registered Texas Historic Landmark and a Registered McAllen
Landmark, and s listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Several other tomes in the De
Palmas Historic District will soon be Registered Historic Landmarks, too.

townsite company, but it failed to bring

many settlers to the area. By 1909, that

original community had been absorbed

by a neighboring settlement, named East

McAllen, and the "East" designation had

disappeared. The new town finally incor-

porated in 1911. In 1916, as the Mexican

Revolution raged, the city grew dramat-

ically, welcoming more than 19,000

federal trocps and National Guards-
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men to protect residents from marauders.

Because McAllen has tender to pave

over its past until recently, only a few

relics remain from its earliest days. A

marker in the median of busy Bicentennial

Boulevard commemo-ates the National

Guard encampment, and a law office

occupies the former railroad depot.

McAllen's oldest remaining neighbor-

hood, La Paloma, still has the narrow bun-

galows where early railroad workers lived.

Archer Park, the city's green heart

since 1917, includes a bandstand whose

basement held the city's library from

1936 to 1949. Across the street, the

graceful Renaissance Casa de Palmas

hotel, which dates to 1918, was rebuilt

after a 1973 fire, complete with red tile

roof. Behind the hotel, a walk up 15th

Street into the De Palmas Historic

District immerses you in McAllen's year-

round greenery of palms, bougainvilleas,
and crepe myrtles. The neighborhood

boasts more than 25 homes in styles

from Monterrey Revival to Prairie, all

dating to the 1920s and '30s, with sever-

al on the verge of becoming Registered

Texas Historic Landmarks.

HAT'S ENTERTAINMENT
cAllen's friendly atmosphere really

shines during summertime's Starry

Nights movie series, which pre-

sents free family films in Archer Park on

Saturday evenings. At the end of Octo-

ber, the Starry Nights Arts and Enter-

tainment Festival highlights local artists.

During the winter, the Winter Stage

Series brings touring musical produc-

tions, live music, and other performances

to the McAllen Civic Center. Year round,
the restored 1947 El Rey Theatre screens

classic Mexican and American movies,
art flicks, and foreign films. On the first

Sunday in February and March, street

markets with arts and crafts, antiques

and collectibles, and live music enliven

downtown.

For do-it-yourself entertainment, little

compares with the swirl of knee-length

skirts and claps of hundreds of hands

that signal the start of the World's

Largest Square Dance Class, held at the

Civic Center in January. Beginners' les-

sons are free. "We hate to call them les-

sons. It's more of a fun park," says caller

Larry Letson. The classes are the

warmup for the Texas Square Dance

Jamboree on February 5, 2005, which

welcomes more than 1,200 dancers



from as far away as Colorado, Quebec,
New Jersey, and England. "If you love
square dancing, this is the place to be,"
say Chuck and Janet Cumberland of
Las Vegas, who dance about 20 hours a
week during their six-week stays.

21st -0E NT U RY DOO 0R S
othing reveals 21st-Century McAllen
like its renovated International Mu-
seum of Art and Science (IMAS), a

showplace of architecture and design. The
museum's colorful exterior, open court-
yard, butterfly gardens, and light-filled gal-
leries energize patrons and salute Mc-
Allen's border location. Inside, the mosa-
ic-walled Discovery Pavilion invites adults
and kids to find their inner child by exper-
imenting, for example, with the collection
of marimbas and drums, and with the
music wheel (a sound-sculpture that emits
various tones when different segments are
touched). A shaded courtyard makes the
transition from the Discovery Pavilion to
the quieter, more adult-oriented wing of
art galleries, including one devoted to
local artists like Korea-born painter Yon
Kim, who experiments with Zen con-
cepts of balance and chaos. The mu-
seum presents a show called Art Glass
through December 26 and follows with an
exhibition of works by Pablo Picasso.

Beyond IMAS, McAllen's visual art
scene is coming of age with galleries like
Art House, The Loft, and Nuevo San-
tander. The latter, as charming and
hushed as an old mission behind its 150-
year-old doors trimmed with colonial
ironwork, showcases contemporary art

On February 5, 2005, more than 1,200 square dancer
to McAllen for the annual Texas Square Dance Jamb

and antiquities of Mexico and the Amer-
ican West. Across town, artists Erren
Seale and Fernando Rivera watch over
VI DA, a retail treasure-trove brimming
with South Texas collectibles and Mexi-
can folk art. Roaming around the shop,
packed with antique cabinets, tables, and
hacienda gates (and less costly reproduc-
tions) is like winning access to a great-
grandmother's attic.

cAllen enjoys more than its fair
share of restaurants, and the Re-

public of the Rio Grande Grill &
Cantina tops many lists, whether for the
chipotle chicken pasta, citrus tuna salad, or
the chile frito (an Anaheim pepper stuffed
with chorizo and goat cheese and fried).
Dessert here is divine ... try the crusty
almond taco, brimming with white choc-
olate mousse and topped with strawberries

and pineapple.
In the shopping area on North 10th

Street, the "Mex" part of the Tex-Mex
kitchen prevails at the popular Koko's
Uptown Cafe, decorated with festive
Kokopelli dolls and paintings of Mexi-
can haciendas. Breakfast tacos here brim
with a dried beef known as machacado,
and the local lunch bunch shows up to
dig into four different types of enchiladas
and six versions of fajitas.

For simpler fare, make time for a stop
at El Pato, a McAllen-based fast-food
chain that dishes up 20 different kinds of
tacos, plus enchiladas, flautas, and more
at numerous locations. The care guisa-
da tacos are as messy as a great BBQ

sandwich and just as
scrumptious.

Yet McAllen's cuisine isn't
limited to Mexican favori-
tes. For adventurous palettes,
a cozy spot on North 10th
called Sahadi dishes up
Middle Eastern specialties
like falafel, hummus, and
dolmas, as well as pastas
and savory sandwiches.
Down the street, Hop Tung
prepares delicate spring

s will come rolls and other Vietnamese
oree. and Chinese fare.

essential McALLEN
THE McALLEN Convention and Visitors
Bureau, at 1200 Ash Ave. (78501),
can provide you with maps, a
schedule of events, and informa-
tion about lodging, dining, square danc-
ing, the Texas Tropics Nature Festival, and
attractions in the city and beyond. Call
956/682-2871 or 877/622-5536; www.mcallen.
org. McAllen's area code is 956.

The McAllen Parks and Recreation Dept.
(688-3333) can provide information about
Archer Park (at Ash and Broadway), Quinta
Mazatlan (at 600 Sunset Ave.; not yet open),
and the McAllen Bird Ponds (from US 83,
turn south on 23rd to Idela St., and turn right.
Continue until road ends, and look for signs).

El Pato, locations throughout McAllen and
the Rio Grande Valley. For the El Pato at 2035
N. 23rd, call 618-2829.

Hop Tung, 4200 N. 10th; 688-5888.

Koko's Uptown Cafe, 6100 N. 10th; 630-5656.

Republic of the Rio Grande Grill & Cantina,
1411 S. 10th; 994-8385.

Sahadi, 709 N. 10th; 682-3419; www.
sahadi. com.

Art House, 1009 Laurel; 453-2173.

El Rey Theatre (Cine El Rey), 311 S. 17th;
971-9825; www.cineelrey.com.

International Museum of Art and Science,
1900 Nolana; 682-1564; www.imasonline.
com.

The Loft, 501 W. Business 83; 972-1404.

Nuevo Santander, 717 N. Main; 618-4959.

VIDA, 133 W. Business 83; 686-6086.

LODGING
Renaissance Casa de Palmas, 101 N. Main;
631-1101; www.casadepalmas.com.

n McAllen, the foods, customs, and
festivities of two nations have con-

verged and merged. Here, visitors
can experience a multinational vaca-
tion without ever crossing the Rio
Grande. Welcome and bienvenidos.*

Harlingen writer EILEEN MATTEI wrote our
October story on the Texas Butterfly Festival.

Brownsville photographer BRAD DOHERTY
shot our October 2002 South Padre Island story.
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BY RANDY MALLORY

.A rn Z 1 1 g ,I thought, as a white-gloved staffer at the Harry Ransom

Humanities Research Center gently placed the book on a cushioned, green velvet

cradle. The book set before me was a literary icon I had never expected to see close

up, right here in my home state.

Settled on a padded cherrywood chair in the center's bright and cheery read-

ing room, I leaned forward to admire what literati call the "first folio"-the first

collection of William Shakespeare's works, printed in 1623, only seven years after

the bard's death. Even more amazing, the Ransom Center owns three copies!

The Ransom, on the campus of the University of Texas at Austin, owns myriad

other cultural treasures-such as the

first book printed in English (William

Caxton's 1474 Historyes of Troye), a

first edition (1865) of Lewis Carroll's

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Beat

Generation writer Jack Kerouac's jour-
nal for On The Road, playwright Arthur

Miller's rehearsal notebook for The

Crucible, and even actor Marlon

Brando's address book.

Here also are artworks by Frida Kahlo

and Dante Gabriel Rossetti, photo-

graphs by Alfred Stieglitz and David
Douglas Duncan, scientific tomes by

Copernicus and Albert Einstein, and

more than 100 archives of famous writ-

ers such as Tennessee Williams, Arthur

Miller, and James Joyce.

/..W ^ 1
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From iconic niages like this photograph of Mark Twain taken by A.F Bradley (cir::a 1910), to the first collection of Will am Shakespeare's work, printed
r 1623, the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center on the University of Texas ca-ipus hoLses an amazing range of artifacts. A recent renovation,
eiatu-ing exterior g ass walls etched with famous faces, makes the Austin repository more open and welcoming to the public.
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The largest collection-the archives

of famed film producer David O.
Selznick-fills 5,000 archival boxes and

chronicles Hollywood's Golden Age

(1930-1950) through documents, record-

ings, and even props for classics such

as Gone with the Wind, Rebecca, and

A Farewell to Arms.

The humanities research center houses

works from across the globe and across

time. It concentrates on 19th- and 20th-

Century works by American, British, and

French writers, artists, and photogra-

phers. Holdings total some 36 million

manuscripts, one million rare books, 5

million photographs, 100,000 works of
art and design, and extensive performing

arts collections. Appraised value-more

than $1 billion.
COURTESY HARRY RANSOM CENTER

,Wlcsoi s trum theu Ransomn Center s i.

illuminate the works and lives of notable writer:
and artists. Isaac Bashevis Singer's Yiddish type
writer (above) is currently in a traveling exhibition.
The world's first photogpr i r T) Cm n 2

is on permanent display

A $14.5 million renovation last year

gave the Ransom a much-applauded

facelift. Architects transformed the seven-

story structure's lower two floors into

40,000 square feet of galleries, viewing
rooms, and a reading room. Upper floors

contain archival rooms, conservation

labs, and offices.

Most important, the renovation makes

the collections more accessible than ever

to researchers, students, and the general

public. More than 100,000 visitors

already have come to see the new face of

one of the world's premier cultural repos-

itories... as I did on a recent day of dis-

covery at the Ransom.
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The Ransom Center's treasures include a circa-1455 Gutenberg Bible, the first
book printed with movable metal type, and the world's first photograph, a shadowy image
taken by Joseph Nicephore Niepce from his window in Gras, France, in 1826.
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inp a the United States, the centers Gutenberg Bibie tone woume
shown at top) ranks among its premier treasures. The J. Frank Dobie Collection includes the Texas
folklorist's Longhorn chair, a pipe carved with his likeness (above), and many of his books.

When it was built, in 1971, the center
looked like a limestone lockbox built for
protection (one UT professor regularly
referred to it as "Sing Sing West"). Now,
huge glass walls flank the new entrance.
Etched into the clear glass are the sig-
natures or initials of creative geniuses
whose works reside inside.

More glass walls bracket the building's

base like bookends. Etched into the
translucent corners are 150 or so images
that represent the breadth of the Ransom

collections. There's a scene of actress
Elizabeth Taylor in Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf? and a photo cf artist
Pablo Picasso's penetrating eyes. There's a

childhood drawing by artist Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec and a poster of illasion-

ist Harry Houdini in an escape trick.
There's a musical manuscript by compos-
er Franz Liszt, plus the likenesses of liter-
ary giants such as Charles Dickens, Edith
Wharton, and D.H. Lawrence.

In the atrium lobby, I joined hushed
visitors huddled around the center's star

attractions. Housed in permanent ar-
chival cases that control temperature and
humidity are a circa-1455 Gutenberg
Bible (the first book printed with mov-
able metal type) and the world's first pho-
tograph, a shadowy image taken by

Joseph Nicephore Niepce from his win-
dow in Gras, France, in 1826.

The atrium overlooks open galleries
filled with rotating exhibits of photogra-

phy, art, and literature. Accompanying
text illuminates the works and the moti-
vations of their creators.

On my visit, the photography gallery
showed powerful black-and-white prints

by Russell Lee from the 1930s Depression
era. (Lee was a federal Farm Services
Administration staff photographer and
later a UT-Austin photo instructor.) One

shot shows children on a farm near

Smithfield, Iowa, eating a meager
Christmas dinner. Another depicts down-
and-out men drinking in a Craigsville,
Minnesota, saloon. A Plexiglas display
housed the 1935 Contax I camera and

flash equipment Lee used to capture the

poignant scenes.

The art gallery featured more than 100

deluxe artists' books-not books on art,
but art presented in book-like forms.
Throughout the 20th Century, top
American and European publishers col-
laborated with artists and writers to pro-

duce these limited editions. Most are
loose pages in custom boxes. Some are
downright unorthodox.

For example, Buckminster Fuller, the

New England artist who popularized the

geodesic dome, wrote and illustrated a

strange children's story in 1977 based on
the fairy tale Goldilocks and the Three
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Holdings here total some 36 million manuscripts, one million rare books, 5 million
photographs, 100,000 works of art and design, and extensive performing arts collections.
Appraised value more than $1 billion.

Bears. He packaged the work in an art-

ist's book, named Tetrascroll, comprised

of 26 large, rigid, triangular pages that

can be displayed flat or folded to form a

series of pyramids.

The literature gallery displayed 120

works by 20 American poets of the 20th

Century. Spotlighted works ranged from

the descriptive and rcmantic rhymes of

Carl Sandburg to the experimental and
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Shown here in the light and airy new reading room, this iluMuW u-li i, cc 110

Venice, forms part of the center's 380-volume incunabula collection (books printed before 1501).

perplexing lines of Ezra Pound. Alongside

each volume were poets' manuscripts and

artifacts-including a handwritten note

by Walt Whitman describing West Texas,
and a 1950s poster advertising a poetry

reading by Langston Hughes in a Los

Angeles jazz club.

Visitors get their own poetry readings

(at noon on the first Wednesday of each

month) by campus notables, who read

their favorite poems as part of the Poetry

on the Plaza series. The center's Fridays

in Photography series (held periodically

throughout the year) features displays

and discussions by curators and experts

on various photography topics. With the

recent addition of a 129-seat auditori-

um, the center hosts lectures, film series,
and scholarly symposiums. It also spon-

sors traveling exhibits and a summer

institute to show teachers how to use the

collections.

In fact, anyone can learn how to use

the collections. You can begin by check-

ing the Ransom Center Web site

(www.hrc.utexas.edu), which offers on-

line exhibitions and searchable databases

covering much of the collections. Or

you can search the old-fashioned way,
through the card catalog found in the

comfy new reading room.

The Ransom is not a browsing library.

To access materials, you complete a read-

er's application (also available online),
present a valid photo ID, and watch a

video presentation on handling collection

materials. (Some materials require prior

arrangement.) After you make a request,
a staff member brings the treasure to the

reading room or adjacent viewing rooms.

You can take notes using a pencil and yel-

low paper (supplied at check-in) or a lap-

top computer.

Laptop users tend to be serious schol-

ars... such as Brian Sandberg, whom I

noticed intently scouring a venerable vol-

ume. Brian is an American researcher liv-

ing in Florence, Italy. His postdoctoral
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project explores one of Italy's most pow-

erful Renaissance families, the Medicis. A
Ransom fellowship had brought him to
Austin to scour the Ranuzzi manuscripts.

These bound documents, handwritten in

the 16th and 17th centuries, chronicle

social and cultural connections between
Florence and Bologna. "This kind of

scholarship takes time," he told me. "But
looking carefully through the materials,
you can find rare gems of information
that tell an important story."

Reading-room requests-from schol-
ars and ordinary folks-have increased
since the Ransom's renovation, read-
ing-room receptionist Jill Morena told
me. "We're getting more people who
may not have known about us before-
such as college classes around the state
and people who are curious about the
collections."

A short walk across campus, the Flawn
Academic Center (accessible by prior
arrangement) also houses an eclectic
array of the Ransom Center's holdings.
Texana here includes the archive and
library of renowned folklorist J. Frank
Dobie and the largest collection of works
by El Paso artist Tom

Lea. One room fea-

tures a surprising

re-creation: the
log-cabin study

of detective nov-

elist Erle Stan-

ley Gardner.

CQTU

Recognize the draperies? The center's David 0. Selzni
four replica gowns worn by Scarlett O'Hara in Gone
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Humanities Research Center HASpeedwayY U tQ HARRY RANSOM

is on the campus of the Uni- 2 H MANIRESERH UniTexas

versity of Texas at Austin at , CENTER
M Texas State 1Stadiuma

21st and Guadalupe sts. History
a Museum 3

Parking near UT can be a a

problem; try the Dobie park- On i
ing garage, a half-block south- r
east of the center. Center gal- tt Capito'

AUSTIN
leries open Tue-Sun, and the
reading and viewing rooms
open Mon-Sat. The HRC is closed Thanksgiving
Day, Dec. 24-25, and Jan. 1. Admission: Free.
For hours, information, and tour arrangements
(make these 2 weeks in advance), plus informa-
tion on collections in the Flawn Academic Center
(4th floor of the Undergraduate Library), call
512/471-8944. Collection information and
online exhibitions are at www.hrc.utexas.edu.

EXHIBITS
Through Mar. 20, 2005 Writing among the
Ruins: Graham Greene and Evelyn Waugh
compares two of the 20th Century's greatest
English novelists.

Through Apr. 24, 2005 Miguel Covarrubias:
A Certain Clairvoyance displays paintings and
book illustrations from this noted Mexican artist.

~~1

Other personal effects at the Flawn
include poet and painter E.E. Cummings'
paint box and half-used paint tubes;

actress Gloria Swanson's tortoiseshell
sunglasses from Sunset Boulevard;

Edgar Allen Poe's desk; poet Anne
Sexton's typewriter; and, oddly, the

cremated remains of Neva Perkins,
a friend of Jessica Mitford, author of
The American Way of Death.

Harry Huntt Ransom, then vice

president and provost of the uni-
versity, proposed in a 1957 article

in the journal Texas Quarterly
"...that there be established

somewhere in Texas-let's say

in the capital city-a center
of cultural compass, a re-

search center to be the
Bibliotheque Na-
tionale of the only

kLS. IAR, HANSOM CENTER state that started out
ck Archive includes as an independent
with the Wind. nation." To do so, the

Through Dec. 12, 2004
Walker Evans and James Agee:
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men

displays collaborative Depres-
sion-era work by the famous

photographer and author.
Jan. 11-Mar. 27, 2005
Shooting Stars: The Golden
Age of Hollywood Portraiture,
1925-1950 exhibits the work
of top glamour photographers.

Jan. 11-Mar. 27, 2005 Fashioning Celebrity:
Photographs of George Platt Lynes presents
1930s-1940s prints by this significant celebrity
photographer.

PR ESENTAT IONS
Dec. 1, 2004 At noon on the Ransom Center
plaza, the Poetry on the Plaza series features
guests reading selections on the theme "Winter
Dreaming."

Dec. 1, 2004 At 7 p.m., Shirley Hazzard, distin-
guished novelist and author of Greene on Capri,
talks about English author Graham Greene.

Dec. 16, 2004 At 7 p.m., Les Klinger, editor of
New Annotated Sherlock Holmes, leads a dis-
cussion on the complete short stories of British
detective writer Arthur Conan Doyle.

former English professor (later, UT
System chancellor) consolidated the uni-
versity's existing rare-book collections,
then launched a bold acquisition program
that brought to the university entire ar-
chives of established and promising writ-
ers and artists. The collecting approach

pursued by Dr. Ransom, who died in

1976, continues today.
"The key to Ransom's success and vi-

sion," notes center director Thomas F.

Staley, "is the premise that the published
work is not the beginning of literary study.
Tracing the trajectory of the creative imag-
ination involves the study of the first notes
and early drafts that began the work.

"Now, with our new facilities, we
can broaden this process for students and
the public. We can make a real differ-
ence in society. This is truly a resource
for everyone."*

Frequent Texas Highways contributor RANDY
MALLORY wrote and photographed last month's
story on Tyler's Caldwell Zoo.
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International flight zone. Former Dallas Maver-
ick Steve Nash of Canada drives to the hoop
past San Antonio Spur Tony Parker of France
and toward former Spur Hedu Turkoglu of Tur-
key at the American Airlines Center in Dallas.
Houston's sleek, new, state-of-the-art Toyota
Center provides a comfortable, modern venue
for NBA basketball. The Spurs' Coyote, seen
here impersonating the Stanford Tree dressed
for the holidays, may be the sporting world's
most entertaining mascot.

your only experience with the National Basketball Association

has been on television, you've been deceived. The TV screen

lies. It's a small lie, but a profound one. And it's somewhat iron-

ic, because the whole world is watching. 8 No matter how big
the screen, or how fine the resolution, television projects a game
of deceptive ease with interchangeable components. In fact, pro

hoops combines fast action, intense competition, fluid bursts of movement,
and physical play, with refined skill, athletic sophistication, and a diverse

array of talent from all over the world. In our living rooms, we get little

sense of the incredible speed and power of these

remarkable athletes-for instance, how fast

6' 2" San Antonio Spurs point guard Tony Park-

er routinely advances the ball up the court, or

how quickly and accurately 7' Dallas Maverick

Dirk Nowitzki launches a three-point-shot. Nor - '

can we appreciate the powerful ballet of the

league's best player, San Antonio's Tim Duncan,
or feel the infectious charisma of his teammate

Manu Ginobili. 6 Our :elevisions lack the
dimension to reflect the huge size and totally

incongruent grace of the game's latest interna-

tional star, 7' 6" Houston Rockets center Yao

Ming, or that of his prodigiously gifted new

teammate, former Orlando Magic guard Tracy :
McGrady. But not to worry, because three of the

league's most exciting teams are playing in spank-

ing new arenas, right here in the Lone Star State.
JOHN DAVENPORT
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Mavericks Tans bri in da nIoise and bring in ua funk.

SBC CENTER, SAN ANTONIO
DECEMBER 28, 2003
MI LWAUKEE VS. SAN ANTONIOThe Spurs are envied throughout

the NBA for their blue-collar, no-

nonsense, no-frills philosophy that

wins-and wins big; e.g., two recent

NBA championships. They accomplish

this with a roster full of pros who rep-

resent the city and franchise with

aplomb. With a community-friendly com-

mitment, the Spurs' insistence on quality

players and people makes the team's re-

Whether you've been naughty or nice, the Spurs'
Silver Dancers spread seasonal good cheer at
the SBC Center in San Antonio.
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sponsible, hard-working image very real.

ESPN The Magazine compiles an an-

nual survey of all 120 major pro (basket-

ball, football, baseball, and hockey) fran-

chises, taking into consideration fan fac-

tors like affordability, accessibility and

likeability of players and coaches, stadium

experience, and winning. In ESPN's most

recent poll, the Spurs rark as the best

organization in all of professional sports.

San Antonio's two-year-old SBC Cen-

ter perfectly reflects its team's personali-

ty. Far from their old downtown home

(the cavernous Alamodome), the smaller

SBC Center 'capacity: 18,500) sits in an

industrial section of northeast San

Antonio. From its location to its spartan-

like exterior, the new arena says, "No

glitz here." If the red-trimmed, sheet-

metal shell didn't have a relatively small

sign announcing the facility's name,
you'd be hard-pressed to identify this

building as the home of an NBA team.

The interior has wide, clean, polished-

concrete concourses; modern, spacious

restrooms; and televisions-every few

feet-so you won't miss any action while

waiting for food and beverages from

Bexar County Barbeque, Java City Latte,
and South Texas Fajita.

The Spurs have ditched the postmod-

ern pastels of the Alamodome for a more

restrained color scheme. The sides of the

court are painted black. The classic silver-

and-black Spu- logo adorns center court.

c/

__-- f.4., '

On this night, the sellout crowd is dis-

appointed when diminutive Milwaukee

Bucks point guard T.J. Ford, a former Texas

high school and UT Longhorns star, picks

up two quick fouls trying to double-team

Tim Duncan. Welcome to the NBA.

The Spurs-among the best defen-

sive teams in the league-suffocate the

Bucks' high-octane offense. Even with

the mercurial Ford at point guard, they

have nowhere to go. Every shot is con-

tested. For Milwaukee, fast-break points

prove nonexistent.

One of the myths of the NBA is that

the players, compared to their college

unnci « nnni i icnni
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counterparts, are blase-more interested

in picking up a paycheck than diving for

a loose ball. According to the Spurs' out-

standing play-by-play man Bill Schoe-
ning, this isn't true, at least when teams
are playing the Spurs. "If a team tries to
take a night off against the Spurs, they'll

get embarrassed," says Bill. "The Spurs
don't take nights off. Pop (Coach Greg
Popovich) won't allow it. He's a hard-
nosed guy who demands intensity every
minute. If it's not there, you don't play."

To underscore this point, Tim Duncan

dives headfirst into the stands after a
loose ball with the Spurs up by 19. If the
league MVP is down on the floor, you
can bet the rest of the team will be, too.

As much as any team in the league,
San Antonio reflects the worldwide diver-
sity that increasingly defines the modern
NBA. Rasho Nesterovic (Slovenia),
Manu Ginobili (Argentina), Tony Parker
(France), and Tim Duncan (Virgin Islands)

are all integral to the Spurs' success.
Traffic in and out of the SBC Center is

extremely tedious. Be patient.

AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER,
DALLAS- FEBRUARY 26, 2004
DALLAS VS. SAN ANTONIOPor a decade, the Dallas Mavericks

languished in the deep, godforsaken
catacombs of the NBA. The Mavs

and losers were synonymous.

On January 4, 2000, though, Mark
Cuban purchased the team. Has a short,
stocky computer nerd ever had the kind
of galvanizing effect on a sports franchise
that Cuban has had on Dallas? The new

owner instantly infused the players and

In action at the Toyota Center, seven-foot, six-inch Yao Ming towers over his fellow Houston Rockets teammates and members of the Memphis Grizzlies.
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IF SAN ANTONIO'S SBC CENTER REFL
THE SPURS, SO DOES THE AMERICAN
AIRLINES CENTER REFLECT TH E

RUN-AND-GUN MAVERICKS.

fans with enthusiastic hopes and plans
for the future. From January 4 to the

end of the 2000 season, the Mavericks

morphed into a different team, going

31-19. The once-sluggish outfit turned
into one of the game's most entertaining

teams. The next season they won 53
games, and then they advanced to the

Western Conference finals. The afore-

mentioned ESPN survey now ranks the

once-moribund Mavericks as the second-

best franchise in professional sports.

Along with a radically different atti-

tude came the American Airlines Center,
a thoroughly contemporary, state-of-the-

art arena. If San Antonio's SBC Center

reflects the workman-like ethos of the

Spurs, so does the AA Center reflect the

run-and-gun Mavericks' style.

Conveniently located on the edge of

Dallas' trendy West End, the AA Center

is all glitz with high-tech gizmos on the

inside and retro/modern architecture on

the outside. The handsome, red-brick-

and-glass exterior, crowned with the

familiar red-and-blue American Airlines

logo, greets fans from the ample and eas-

ily accessible parking lots. The arena has

five distinct levels that altogether seat

20,000. Anything a fan might want to

know about the game is available on the

huge, octagonal scoreboard and two

smaller "hustle boards" at each end of

the stadium. Statistics once available

only to the media-offensive rebounds,
steals, blocks, turnovers, and assists-are

now flashed in four colors and in real

time throughout the game.

The concourses are wide and clean,
the RCA television monitors ubiquitous.

The best and priciest seats are called The

Platinum Club, the luxury level that rings

the arena. The concourse here is carpeted,
which means the noise is muted. On the

other end of the spectrum, the cheapest

seats sport cup holders and decent legroom.

The NBA's new Southwest Division-

containing all three Texas teams-is
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among the best and

most competitive

in the league, and

the Mavericks and

Spurs have cre-

ated a spirited and

heated rivalry, en-

hanced not just

by the excellence

of the teams, but

by opposite styles

of play.
On this Febru-

ary night, the sta-

dium plunges into

darkness after the

Spurs' introduction.

The house spot-

lights focus on two

disco balls high
above the floor.

The 24-second

clocks explode, and

ECTS THE WORKMAN-LIKE ETHOS OF

-V

AA.

WheLr i os pIJIe rephIecr a s mumo ui um

Mavs' Michael Finley zooming to the hoop for a dunk, flying is the order
of the day at the American Airlines Center in Dallas.

fire-spewing basket-

balls shoot orange sparks high into the

air as the home team is introduced. The

two rings of electronic advertising encir-

cling the arena pulsate, as do the score-

boards. For several minutes after tipoff,
the players remain obscured by the lin-

gering smoke from the pyrotechnics.

Dallas sports a number of players

from throughout the world, including

All-Star forward Dirk Nowitzki from

Germany, and others from Congo,
Russia, and France.

Even when the Spurs are winning the

battle of wills-dictating game tempo

with their slower, efficient style-the

speed of the action remains fast. Because

of the 24-second clock, NBA teams must

get into their offensive sets quickly. With

the shot-happy Mavericks, though, the

clock is rarely an issue.

This night, about midway through the

third quarter the unspeakable happens:

Tim Duncan leaves the floor limping.

This turns out to be an injury that will

bother him for the rest of the year. It's the

clear turning point. The Spurs, without

their star, suffer a complete and utterly

uncharacteristic implosion. The Maver-

icks, especially Nowitzki, are all over the

floor-diving after loose balls and block-

ing shots. The stadium scoreboards re-

cord the abrupt barrage of Dallas points.

The full-throated roar of 20,000 people

is visceral. The Spurs give up 46 points

in the third quarter, a dubious team

record for the most points ever allowed

in a quarter.

The entire fourth quarter is essentially

anticlimactic, but nobody leaves until

the game is almost over. The savvy Dallas

fans know wins like this against a bitter

rival are few and far between. They in-

tend to savor every point.

TOYOTA CENTER, HOUSTON
MARCH 13, 2004
HOUSTON VS. MEMPHISFor the one-game-a-year fan, my pick

for the best experience is at the state's

newest arena. The massive, gray Toy-

ota Center, with its saucer-shaped dome,
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has much to recommend it: It's conve-

niently located on the edge of down-

town Houston, with the Four Seasons

and a new Hilton within a few hun-

dred yards. (Minute Maid Park, home

of Major League Baseball's Astros, lies a

few blocks away.)

It has excellent

upper level hangs

over the court, but

it doesn't seem as

steep as the SBC

Center or as far

away from the ac-

tion as in the Ameri-

can Airlines Center.
Before game time,

during warm-ups,
even from the last

row of the upper lev-

el, I could actually

hear the ball thudding
on the hardwood.

It also offers bet-

ter access to ameni-

ties usually associ-

ated with luxury

boxes. The entire

lower section has

a club level-the

Rockets East and

West Club. The

wide concession con-

course has a wood

floor, a large bar, a

team shop, and fine

eating options. Con-

cessions here are

first-rate. The spa-

sight lines. The

ing inside a well-appointed Camry or

Tundra-apropos, given the name on the

building. Everything about the center is

clean, user-friendly, modern, and efficient.

Changes are evident on the bench in

Houston, as well, where the two-time

world-champion Rockets-a fixture in

the postseason for 20 years-are think-
0 WNBA COURTESY HOUSTON COMETS

y6

HOUSTON COMETS STAR TINA THOMPSON

The WNBA began play in 1997, with a dis-
tinctive, slightly smaller, "orange and oat-

meal" colored ball. Thirteen teams, including the
San Antonio Silver Stars and four-time league
champion Houston Comets, each play a sum-
mer schedule of 34 games. The regular sea-
son is followed by an eight-team playoff, cul-
minating in a championship series in October.

cious general-level concourse has out-

standing food and beverage facilities, as

well. Aside from the usual hot dogs and

beer, you can get Thermidor pot-stickers

and orange-peel shrimp with rice. Two

large, well-stocked bars, another unusu-

al feature, are there for the casual fan,
too. And you won't miss a moment of

the action, with 340 TVs throughout the

building keeping you current. Even the

condiment presentation is well con-

ceived: large, fresh trays of onions, relish,
and peppers, and convenient ketchup

and mustard dispensers.

The entire stadium has the feel of be-

Asian media covers

ing playoff success
again after several

years of failure

earlier this decade.

Former New York

Knicks head coach

and TNT hoops

analyst Jeff Van

Gundy hopes to

realize the potential

of this team-in-

ascent. With star

Chinese center Yao

Ming and the addi-
tion of former Or-

lando Magic stand-

out Tracy McGrady,
the Rockets have

their eye on the

prize-a not h e r

NBA championship.
The off-court in-

fluence of Yao is

everywhere. Asian

teenage girls hold

up signs all over the

arena-in Chinese

-offering encour-

agement. The mid-

court Budweiser

sign is in Chinese.

every game. During

time-outs, the Jumbotron runs a light-
hearted "Learn how to win with Yao"

video. Yao Ming has galvanized Hous-

ton. His teammates like him. The fans

love him. He works hard. He's really big.

He's definitely cool.

Van Gundy, who wouldn't stand out

in a convention of accountants, never

actually looks happy about anything.

When Yao joins a pile of four teammates

in a scrum on the floor, he turns away,

the telltale hint of a smile on his face.

Both the Rockets and the vastly

improved Memphis Grizzlies push the

essentials

NBA IN TEXAS

HOUSTON ROCKETS Toyota Center, 1510 Polk
St., Houston 77002; 713/758-7200. Tickets:
713/627-DUNK; www.nba.com/rockets.

DALLAS MAVERICKS American Airlines Center,
2500 Victory Ave., Dallas 75219. Write to The
Pavilion, 2909 Taylor St., Dallas 75226. Tickets:
214/747-MAVS; www.nba.com/mavericks.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS SBC Center, One
SBC Center, San Antonio 78219; 210/444-
5000. Tickets: 210/224-9600 (Ticketmaster);
www.nba.com/spurs.

ball up-court quickly, but because of

good defense, there's usually no resulting

dunk or layup.

At the half, the Rockets are up by 11.

Tonight, Memphis has no answer for

Yao, even with the Grizzlies' multi-skilled

7' forward from Spain, 2002 Rookie of
the Year Pau Gasol. Holding an eight-

point lead with only 16 seconds remain-

ing, two things stand out: No one has left

the Toyota Center, and the Rockets and

Grizzlies are still working hard.

My tour of Texas pro hoops spanned

the long arc of the season, from an early

game in December, to the midseason of

February, and on to the playoff stretch

run of March. Four things were con-

stant: Hustle. Entertainment. Comfort.

Quality of play.

If you've never gone to a game, make

plans for a special evening with your sig-

nificant other. Spring for a good seat and

enjoy. Looking for a clever and different

Christmas present for that inveterate

sports nut? Same advice. Or, take the

whole family and act out one of the
league's marketing slogans: "Love it Live!"

There's a familiar basketball expres-

sion-"Good if it goes." Will your expe-

rience be good if you go? To invoke

famous NBA announcer Marv Albert's

signature on-air courtside exclamation,
we would say, "Yesssss!" *

For 10 years, ANDY COTTON wrote the
"Coach's Corner" column in The Austin

Chronicle. Look for his new book, It's Not
Fun... Life Below the Radar of the PGA Tour.
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EVEH T SA SEASON

JU S because we don't shovel much snow across

the broad state of Texas doesn't mean we

can't celebrate Christmas just like we do everything else-

BIG. Enter into Texas magic this December. The towns-

people, city-slickers, and country folk will make you be-

lieve it's frosty cold, wintry white, and bright, even at night.

wap that good-old Texas common sense for make-believe this

holiday season, and go to GALVESTON to see it snow during the

Dickens on the Strand street parade, where top hats replace

cowboy hats, red-velvet dresses replace blue jeans, and cotton flur-

ries make us think snowflakes fall on the Gulf Coast. Charles

Dickens' characters convert Galveston's Strand Historic District into

wintry V-ctorian London. See Queen Victoria wave her daint

silk-gloved hands in a horse-drawn carriage. See Beefeaters posi,

SPIN UNDER THE COLORED
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" -. MARSHALL The Wonderland of Ligh-s
illuminates Marshall Nov. 24-Dec. MARSHALL*

30. Call 903/935-7868; www. AUSTIN* HOUSTON

marshalltxchamber.com. GALVESTON

HOUSTON The 19th annual Uptown Holiday
Lighting launches Thanksgiving evening, Nov. 25. Call
713/621-2011; www.uptown-houstcn.com.
GALVESTON Whimsical and bright-clad characters
crowd historical downtown Galveston at Dickens on
the Strand, Dec. 4-5. On Dec. 4, tour :he oldest home
in Galveston, the 1838 Michel B. Menard Home, by
candlelight. Order tickets early by calling the Heritage
Visitors Center, 409/765-7834; www.galveston.com.

AUSTIN The 155-foot Zilker Tree lights up from 6:30
to midnight, Dec. 5-31. The Trail of Lights off Barton
Springs Rd. opens Dec. 12-24, from 7-10 p.m. Capital
Metro buses run to and from the tree. Call the Austin
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 512/583-7200 or 800/
926-2282; www.austintexas.org.

HOuSION NEWSCASTER JOSE GRINAN AND LYDIA LOCK- R DE IN THE QUEEN'S PARADE AT GALVESTON S DICKENS ON THE STRAND.
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IHL SIMPSON-WILLIAMSON-RANKIN HOUSE IS FEATURED IN ITS HOLIDAY FINERY DURING COLUMBUS' CHRISTMAS ON THE COLORADO. SHIRLEY SCHNEIDER AND SANTA SIT IN A
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St. Nick with a wooden cane, and the Ghost of Christmas Past dragging his

chains across town. Take careful note of this cautionary tale, and don't be a

Scrooge this season. -,, For nightlife, head to HOUSTON's downtown hub, and

wish on a yellow firework bursting over the big city during the Uptown Holiday

Lighting, when more than half a million lights blaze, bands play, and city-slick-

ers convene before the annual fireworks show. - Some 70 miles west of Hous-

ton, COLUMBUS offers folks a chance to brush up on their Texas history. Travel

through time in the living-history enactment at the 1858 Dilue-Rose-Harris

House. Tour the candlelit rooms of the 1882 Simpson-Williamson-Rankin

House, where angels, Santa, and silver bells hang on the family tree. Hear the

angels-the Ecumenical Angels-carol, attired in blue robes rather than pin-

ioned with glowing, feathered wings. - In the Piney Woods town of MARSHALL,
Rudolph-nose-red and bright-white lights string the oaks around town. Sail across

the outside ice-skating rink in a town that rarely drops below freezing (miracles

happen). Take a carriage ride across the cobblestone square in front of the bril-

liantly illuminated, historic Harrison County Courthouse, part of the town's

Wonderland of Lights, where more than 900 miles of white lights stretch across

the square, downtown businesses, and neighborhoods. If you squint hard, it

looks like snow. - In AUSTIN you can spin, twirl, and look up to see the yel-

low, red, blue, and green lights blur under the 155-foot Zilker Tree, strung with

3,309 bulbs and dubbed the "World's Largest Man-Made Tree" in 1967. Fill

your hands with roasted chestnuts, sip hot apple cider, and meander along the

park's one-mile Trail of Lights, with gleaming displays depicting "The Twelve Days

of Christmas." - Feeling traditional? See the nativity at CALDWELL's annual Old

Fashioned Christmas on the Square. Drink cocoa, gobble hotdogs, and bump

along in a hayride around the lighted town square. Children perform their annual

dance recital before the community, and a local storyteller reads Christmas sto-

ries and legends. - In SAN ANTONIO, the holiday-inspired can bask in the glow

of the sparkling Christmas tree on Alamo Plaza. Stroll the River Walk, with more

than 122,000 bulbs, and watch bright floats meander through the only Christmas

nighttime river parade in the country. On weekends, more than 2,500 glowing can-

dles line the river's edge for the Fiesta de las Luminarias, a lighting festival that sym-

CALDWELL The annual Old Fashioned
Christmas on the Square on Dec. 3
features the local high school band
and a lighting ceremony. Call

C,
979/272-2918 or 567-3373.

SAN A

COLUMBUS The annual Christmas
on the Colorado celeLration runs Dec.
4-6. Call the Columbus Convention and
Visitors Bureau, 979/732-8385; www.
columbustexas.org.

MONTGOMERY A lighted parade on
Dec. 11 sparks this East Texas town's
Christmas celebration. An annual
Cookie Walk and candlelight tour of

historic [omes round out the weekend
of Dec. 10-12. For information, call

936/449-6588.

ALDWELL" MONTGOMERY SAN ANTONIO The tree-
NJONio COLUMBUS lighting at Alamo Plaza (see

cover image) ignites the evening of
Nov. 26. =estive barges meander down the
San Antonio River the same night, from
7-11:30, for the River Walk Holiday Parade.
The Fiesta de las Luminarias fires up
2,500 candles at sunset every weekend
in Dec. For information on these and other
holiday events in San Antonio; call 210/
227-4262; www.sanantoniovisit.com.
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bolizes the path of the Holy Family. -- White-frosted

snowmen, yellow stars, and green trees are made more

for munching, not just for looking, at the big Cookie

Walk bake-sale at Christmas in Old MONTGOMERY. Visit

the caroling jesters and fair maidens at the 1869 Oaks

home. See Santa in a Wells Fargo Stagecoach (he jolly

well gets around everywhere). At the parade, don't for-

get to salute the float with a Lone Star flag of Texas

made of lights. - Be sure to remember to pick up that

special star, angel, or cowboy hat to add a twinkle of

Texas to your treetop this year. The glow of your holi-

days will be much brighter this mistletoe season after

roaming Texas' trails, highways, and town squares.
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BY LAURIE E. JASINSKI - PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURENCE PARENT

n Christmas Eve in 1854, a Sroup of Polish immiSrants

gathered beneath the sheltering arms of a live oak tree.

They had endured the long journey from

their native land to a new home in Texas

and paused to give thanks at Midnight

Mass. It was a night that inspired faith and

memory that has survived for generations.

This Christmas season marks the cul-

mination of the yearlong sesquicentennial

celebration of the South Texas village of

Panna Maria, located in Karnes County

about 50 miles southeast of San Antonio.

Panna Maria, Polish for "Virgin Mary,"

boasts the special distinction of being the

oldest permanent Polish settlement in the

United States.

Sometimes Polish Americans are sur-

prised to learn that this tiny farm-

ing community serves as their cradle of

colonization. Elaine Moczygemba, presi-

dent of the Panna Maria Historical

Society, comments:

"Polish people were up north already.

It's just that they didn't have a colony.

They didn't have schools. They didn't

have churches. We don't claim to be

the first Poles in the United States, but

the National Register of Historic Places

Stt ~A

lists Panna Maria as the first permanent

Polish settlement."

Elaine is a cousin of the patriarch of

U.S. Polonia-the term refers to the

nation's Polish-American community as a

whole-Leopold Moczygemba, a priest

who came to Texas in 1852 and min-

istered to Catholic parishes in New

Braunfels and Castroville. Hopeful of the

promise held by this free and new land,
Father Moczygemba (pronounced much-

uh-GIM-buh) encouraged family and

friends from his home of Upper Silesia,
Poland, then under Prussian domination,
to journey to Texas.

In 1854, about 100 families, including
four of Father Leopold's brothers and one

sister, sailed to the Texas Gulf Coast and

set out on the grueling trek inland. With

few possessions, many of the colon-

ists walked without shoes through the

marshy, tangled brush of the coastal

plains. They braved menacing weather,
malaria, and the constant threat of rat-

tlesnakes. Some travelers died along the

way, and others dropped out to settle in

.; i>

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church forms the heart and soui of tmiy
Panna Maria. The Central Texas village is the nation's oldest permanent Polish settlement.

existing communities. Those who pushed

on finally reached San Antonio to meet

Father Leopold, who led the immigrants

to the selected site of rolling farmland

near the junction of the San Antonio

River and Cibolo Creek. Then he made

arrangements to purchase 238 acres
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from Irish property owner John Twohig.
Through continuing hardships of dis-

ease, discrimination, and drought, those

indomitable pioneers and the colonists
that followed persevered. Gradually, they
established farms. Most important, by
1856 they had built the symbol of their

faith-Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church-

beside the sturdy oak that had sheltered
their first Mass.

Today, when you turn off Texas 123
onto Farm Road 81, you'll see painted on

a silo in bright white letters, Witamy

("We Welcome You"), the Polish greeting

extended to all visitors. The peaceful
country hamlet looks upon a valley of
fields painted with flowers in the spring
and rich in earthy hues in the autumn.

The church is the centerpiece of the com-

munity. Its shining steeple, topped with
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the cross carried by the first immigrants,
rises as if pointing to heaven.

The 2000 census reported a population

of 96, but Panna Maria's church parish

consists of almost 200, including 75 fam-

ilies mostly of Polish descent. What the

town lacks in numbers, it overwhelmingly

makes up for in the spirit and faith of its

residents. Over the last 10 years, through

prayer and many fund drives, they collec-

tively rolled up their sleeves to prepare

Panna Maria for its grand sesquicentenni-

The years of labor, however, also pro-

duced some happy accidents, such as the

uncovering of paintings when crews re-

moved ceiling tiles.

The parish, fiercely loyal to the old tra-

ditions, has finished restoring the church,
its altar, and its ceiling to their angelic

majesty. The azure ceiling includes paint-

ings of the Cross, Ten Commandments,
Lamb of God, and new paintings that

show the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome

and a sailing ship that represents the

entrusted it to Immaculate Conception

Church in honor of the millennium of

Polish Christianity.
Three handcarved chairs by the altar

were used by Pope John Paul II dur-

ing his visit to San Antonio in 1987,
when he held a special audience with

Polish Texans that included a delegation

from Panna Maria. The pontiff de-

clared, "Panna Maria, Texas, is famous

in Poland. Everyone in Poland knows

about Panna Maria and the first Po-

al. The renovation of the

church was the top priority.

The present building

actually dates to 1878.

"The original one, built in

1855-56, lasted 22 years and then got

hit by lightning," Elaine Moczygemba
explains, "and the Polish priest that was

here told them to tear it down and start

a new one-to build it bigger and

stronger." From 1935 through 1937,
workers enlarged and remodeled the

church, but by the early 1990s, time had

taken its toll. A leaking roof and steeple

needed repair; the weather-beaten exteri-

or needed paint; the interior needed

extensive work, including rewiring and

installation of central air and heat. The

cost eventually exceeded $500,000-

pretty steep for a small congregation.

r-

J

sometimes Polish Americans are surprised to learn that this

tiny farming community serves as their cradle 0 f colonization.

Polish ancestors coming to Texas. All

are encircled by symbolic clouds float-

ing in a heavenly sky.

Other treasures serve as reminders of

Panna Maria's honored heritage in Texas

and the United States. At the front of the

church, a beautiful mosaic of Venetian

glass portrays Our Lady of Czestochowa,
also known as the Black Madonna.

Polish artist Jan Krantz lovingly crafted

this revered image as a debt of gratitude

for his deliverance from the concentration

camps of World War II. He presented

the artwork to President Lyndon Johnson

on May 3, 1966, and Johnson in turn

, (

Pope John Paul II gave these three handcarved chairs to Panna Maria during his visit to San Antonio
in 1987.

lish immigrants who settled in Texas."

On the church grounds, a marker com-

memorates the grave of Father Leopold

Moczygemba, who was reinterred here

in 1974 (he died in Detroit in 1891).
Nearby, the St. Joseph School Museum

invites visitors to learn more about the

area's cultural and religious roots. The

two-story structure, now undergoing ren-

ovation, was built in 1868 as the first

Polish school in the United States. Pioneer

tools, letters, antique toys, and a beautiful

collection of Polish prayer books and

other religious works offer a view into

those early days.

Next door, the Convent Bed and

Breakfast provides a getaway to enjoy

peaceful nights under the startlingly clear

Milky Way. Guests awake to a continen-

tal breakfast of Polish pastries, home-

made bread, jellies, fruit, and coffee.

Across the road from the church, vol-

unteers greet travelers at the Panna Maria

Visitors' Center in the historic Pilarczyk

Store, where the Panna Maria Historical

Society proudly displays an array of

Polish crafts, books, maps, cards, and

other items, and also sells homemade

desserts, jams, and preserves. Genealogy

buffs can explore family histories here, as

local researchers have compiled a data-

base of about 85,000 names.

Next door, Snoga's Store, built by John

Twohig in 1855, houses the post office

and also provides a pleasant setting for

public gatherings, reunions, receptions,

and other social functions.
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A 12,000-piece, Venetian-glass mosaic of Poland's
revered Black Madonna was presented to Panna
Maria in 1966 by President Lyndon Johnson.

Fun festivities showcase Panna Maria

throughout the year. A pony-express rider

gallops through town to deliver holiday

greetings from the governor as part of

Christmas Along the Corridor, held the

first Saturday in December (December

4, 2004). Pasterka, or Shepherds' Mass,

at midnight on Christmas Eve, starts off

with Koledy, the singing of Polish carols,

at 11:30 p.m. Each May, the hamlet is

a stop on the Classic Cruise Along the

Corridor, when car clubs motor from San

Antonio through South Texas. Every

October, during Panna Maria's Anni-

versary Homecoming Turkey Dinner,
generations old and new return to the
farming community in fellowship and

remembrance of their heritage.

The legacy of the Polish colonists

reached beyond Panna Maria. The rolling

farmland harbors other quiet places that

exemplify the ethnic patchwork of rural

South Texas. As local Polish families grew,
they established other communities in

the area-Cestohowa, Kosciusko, Pawelek-

ville, St. Hedwig, and Falls City-towns

that are still centered around traditions

and faith that shine as brightly as Cesto-

howa's church, whose illuminated spire

(about five miles north of Panna Maria)

essentials PANNA MARIA _________

--

pierces the night sky. Other colonists

continued northwest to establish Bandera,
the second-oldest Polish settlement in

America. Many other towns across

Texas support sizable Polish populations,
who brought their food, crafts, dance, and

music to weave into the fabric of Texas.

In Panna Maria the strains of Polish and

Latin hymns still ring out at Mass on the

first Sunday of every month. The Christ-

mas season takes on a special luster as the

choir sings traditional Polish carols such as

"Pasterze mill" ("Dear Shepherds") and

the community carries on customs from

their ancestors.

For Elaine Moczygemba, Christmas

shines its light on her own girlhood

memories, when she marched in proces-
sion with other children from the school

to the church for Midnight Mass. "We
had our little flashlights, and we would
go slowly down the center aisle singing

all of these old hymns." Now, luminar-

ias light the walkway to the historic

church. And this Christmas, the congre-

gation can reflect on the first Midnight

Mass of 150 years ago, when their fore-
fathers gave thanks for a new home. *

LAURIE E. JASINSKI's paternal grandfather
was born in Poland. She enjoys singing Polish
carols with her father.

Photographer LAURENCE PARENT, a long-
time Texas Highways contributor, is back after
taking time off to welcome twins.
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PANNA MARIA lies just off Texas 90 T
123, about 50 miles southeast 10 Se

of San Antonio. From Texas s
San 87

123, turn east onto Farm Road Antonio

81, and drive about a mile. 181

Panna Maria Visitors' Center San nto

welcomes tourists year round. Floresvi

Hours: Mon and Wed-Sat 10-4, 3 e
Sun 2-4; closed Tue. Wheelchair

P asanton
accessible. For information on Atascosa

booking tours of Panna Maria,
281 To

visiting St. Joseph School corpus

Museum, reserving Snoga's
Store, or the Mass schedule for
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church, call 830/780-4471.
Write to the Panna Maria Historical Society, Box

52, Panna Maria 78144; www.pannamariatx.
com. The area code is 830.

EVENTS
The Panna Maria Sesquicentennial celebration
(Dec. 11, 2004) tops off a year of remembrance
for the town and Karnes County (also celebrat-
ing its sesquicentennial this year). Annual events
include Christmas Along the Corridor (Dec. 4,
2004), Pasterka (Shepherds' Mass at Midnight
on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 2004, with Koledy,
Polish carols beginning at 11:30 p.m.). This year,
Panna Maria also hosts the rotating, countywide
Pasterka, at 3 p.m. on Christmas Eve, with
Koledy beginning at 2:30 p.m. The new year wel-
comes Classic Cruise Along the Corridor (May
7, 2005) and the Anniversary Homecoming
Turkey Dinner (Oct. 9, 2005).

LODGING
The Convent Bed & Breakfast, with 6 bedrooms

loin

Stc

Falls

NNA

I

and 3 baths, offers a peace-
PANNA ful retreat on the church
MARIA

grounds. Continental breakfast
consists of Polish pastries,

87 homemade bread, jellies, fruit,
octdale

and coffee. Rates begin at
Kosciusko $40. Call 789-2003.

Pawelekville,
ohowa elena AREA ATTRACTIONS

it AND DINING
MARIA City Visitors can find ample lodg-

Karnes City

Kenedy ing, restaurants, and historic
attractions in nearby Karnes
City and Kenedy, 10 and 15

minutes south on Texas 123 and US 181, re-
spectively (Texas 123 ends at US 181). East of
Panna Maria on FM 81, the ghost town of Helena,
former seat of Karnes County, has a courthouse
museum and heritage village. The historic parish-
es of Cestohowa, Pawelekville, Kosciusko, Falls
City, and other Polish communities are within
easy driving distance on Texas 123 and US 181.
For great country cooking-peppered jerky, jams,
homemade breads and pies, along with sand-
wiches, seafood, steaks, and BBQ-stop off at
Polak's Sawsage Farm Restaurant, on US 181
between Karnes City and Kenedy (open Mon-Tue
8 a.m.-8:30 p.m., Thu-Sat 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun
8-3; closed Wed; 830/583-2113).

BOOKS
For more on the history of Polish settlements
in Texas, look for The Polish Texans by T. Lindsay
Baker (Institute of Texan Cultures, 1982) and
The First Polish Colonies of America in Texas by
Father Edward Dworaczyk (The Naylor Co.,
1936). Both are available at the Panna Maria
Visitors' Center.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RANDY MALLORY

2

CLAP YOUR HANDS,

TAP YOUR TOES, TAKE
A LISTEN! MUSIC FES-

TIVALS ABOUND IN THE
LONE STAR STATE.

I ANKS to deep musical roots, Texas boasts more annual live music festivals

than you can shake a drumstick at. These "sounds extravaganzas" cover nearly

every musical genre-from blues to bluegrass, country to classical, polka to punk, and

rock to reggae.

Some festivals are indoors, some outdoors, and some both. Many are family affairs,

offering kids' activities and arts-and-crafts vendors. Many of the biggest celebrations

sprawl across expansive festival grounds where fans get downright neighborly on

blankets and folding chairs. Virtually all of the festivals offer local foods and bever-

ages to further lift the spirits.

This year, I feasted on three diverse, all-you-can-listen-to musical buffets-two new

to me and one a reprise from years ago.

NORTH TEXAS IRISH FESTIVAL, DALLAS
iad Mile Fdilte...Gaelic for "a hun-

dred thousand welcomes." That's r

about three howdys for each of the

record 30,000 visitors who came this

year to the largest Celtic music, dance

and culture festival in the Southwest.

The North Texas Irish Festival (cele

brating its 23rd year in March) turns 

Fair Park's esplanicde into a luck-o' th /

Irish wing-ding.
"Are you ready to shamrock

proved a fitting catch phrase when The

Elders took to the open-air Shannon

Stage. One of America's top Celtic rock'
Like many who attend the annual North Texas Insh

bands, the Kansas City-based Elders Festival in Dallas, Charles Goodwin and his daughter

(who will be back again for the March Gena, both of Duncanville, come dressed in tams,

4-6, 2005, festival) kept toe-tappin', tartans, and other Celtic attire.

Guinness beer-sippin' fans bouncing in their seats. At one point, Irish-born lead singer

Ian Byrne invited youngsters onstage to dance a jig as he pounded his bodhrdn (a

hand-held Irish drum) and fiddler Brent Hoad cranked out a lively tune.

Things were also lively a few steps away in the Automobile Building on the

Emerald Stage, which was devoted almost entirely to traditional Irish dancers in fes-

tive dress. By contrast, songs were slow and sensual on the other side of the esplanade

in the Art Deco Centennial Building. On one stage, the noted Irish singer Cathie Ryan

Spirited music and dance are the order of the
day at the North Texas Irish Festival. Above,
singer Ian Byrne of the Irish rock band The El-
ders invites other fans to join Abigail Brankin
of Southlake in dancing on stage. SOUNDS ACROS
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Texas' music festivals run the gamut of genres and showcase musicians from near
and far. The _aws, a songwriting duo from Ontario, Canada, take the stage at the
Kerrville Folk Festival. Legendary conjunto accordionist Chano Cadena performs at
2004's Tejano Conjunto Festival in San Antonio.

hypnotized the audience with a sweet ballad longing for a love to

come. At another stage nearby, celebrated Irish harpist Mdire

Ni Chathasaigh plucked and sang traditional lyrics that warned

of an unfaithful sailorman.

The festival showcased female Celtic artists such as Cathie and

Mire-as well as Aoife Clancy, Liz Carroll, and Patty Furlong. (The

2005 event focuses on the Irish-Scottish roots of bluegrass music.)

The festival's roots took hold in the early 1980s when local

Celtic musicians gathered at a Dallas pub, Nick Farrelley's

Lounge, -or a small ceili (music party). When 600 fans showed

TEXAS
U

MU S IC FE S TS
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YEAR COME MARCH, TH
NORTH TEXAS IRISH FE 4[JI
TIVAL IS THE LARGEST

MU ICELTIC MU IDANCL,,,,
Irish harpist Mdire Ni Chathasaigh and E.J. Jones (the latter of the Willow Band) use traditional instruments

AND CULTUR E FESTIVAL to produce memorable music. E.J. made his Scottish smallpipe.

Headliner Kathie Ryan (above) sings heartfelt
ballads during the North Texas Irish Festival.

up, the need for a larger venue was obvious. The Southwest Celtic Music Association

formed and launched the North Texas Irish Festival in 1983, explains festival president

(rnd Englishman) John Hebley. He adds, "Our goal has always been to make the region

aware of Irish culture-both traditional and modern."

In addition to three dozen Celtic bands-perform-

irg old styles and new-the 2004 festival also hosted

a discussion of life and music in early Irish colonies in

Texas. Workshops taught the intricacies of traditional

dance and of instruments such as the bodhrin, Clare-
style flute, and dulcimer. (The Saturday-evening ceili

on the Emerald Stage offered the chance for all aspir-

ing Irish dancers to learn a few new steps and join in

the jigs and reels.) The Society for Creative Anach-

ronism reenacted the Middle Ages through armored-

combat exhibitions. A kids' area, called Urchin Street,

staged age-appropriate music and storytelling. Heri- Fiddler Brent Hoad plays with The

tage-society booths promoted clan affiliations. And Elders, one of the top Irish rock
bands in the U.S.

vendors sold all things Celtic-from Druid swords

and Celtic crosses to Irish tin whistles and T-shirts suggesting "Kiss Me, I'm Irish."

All the while, participants sporting some aspect of Celtic culture paraded non-

stop across the festival grounds as others put on Irish airs. Some clansmen came

dressed in tartan kilts and pouches, called sporrans, made of pig leather trimmed with

rabbit fur. Others wore long Renaissance-style capes in purples and forest greens,
leading four-legged festival-goers, such as Irish wolfhounds and Highland sheepdogs.

I even saw one obviously Irish Texan whose black cowboy boots bore tartan tassels

that matched his kilt.
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The 23rd annual North Texas Irish Festival is at Dallas' Fair Park, 1-30 Exit 48A; 972/943-4624

(www.ntif.org), Mar. 4-6. The 2005 theme is "Bluegrass Has Green Roots," celebrating traditional

Irish-Scottish music's contribution to American bluegrass music. Headliners include bluegrass
Grammy nominee Tim O'Brien, master of the uilleann pipes Paddy Keenan, Celtic bluegrass/rock
band The McKrells, and traditional Irish band Thada. Call for admission prices and schedules.

TEJANO CONJUNTO FESTIVAL, SAN ANTONIOA s l entered Rosedale Park, my stride fell into step with the rhythmic beat blaring

from the pavilion stage. It sounded like polka with a Hispanic accent. Indeed,

the Tejano Conjunto Festival celebrates the unique marriage of the Mexican

bajo sexto (12-string) guitar and the German button accordion.

Conjunto was born in South Texas and northern Mexico in the late 1800s and

became an important part of San Antonio's music scene by the 1930s. In recent

decades, conjunto and its progressive version-rock- and jazz-influenced Tejano-

have garnered fans worldwide.

The Alamo City remains the genre's epicenter. To celebrate conjunto, the city's

Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center started the Tejano Conjunto Festival in 1982. It's

now the largest of its kind, drawing 30,000 fans from across the nation for three to

five days of national and regional groups. (The 2005 event takes place May 4-7.)

"It's a national thing and a family thing," festival-goer Joaquin Turner of

Monterey, California, told me, standing beside a vendor's taco booth, "especially for

those of us who grew up in Texas. People come from all over to hear the music and

then go visit relatives."

~-7 K9 4

IN SO UT H T EX AS AN D
N O RT HE RN M EX IC O IN

T HE L AT E 1800 s AN D
TODAY GARNERS FANS

Tina y Los Gallitos, a family band from
Houston, represents a new generation of
conjunto artists. Here, they give an energetic
performance at the annual Tejano Conjunto
Festival in San Antonio. David Flores (above)
plays accordion for the South Texas group
Los Tremendos V.
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JUNTO DANCING HAS

MOVED FROM FAST EURO-
PE A N PLAS ST

A SLOWER, GLIDING FORM

KNOWN AS EL TACUACHIT

(THE POSSUM).

Conjunto music inspires dancing, especially
when it's played by some of the top bands
in the country.

And-like country-and-western-conjunto is dance music. Conjunto came into its

own during the 1950s in large dance halls. To play louder, groups added amplifica-

tion, drums, and electric bass to form the standard conjunto band. Conjunto dancing

also moved from fast European polka styles to a slower, gliding form known as el

tacuachito (the possum).

I got an up-close look at the possum in action when legendary Texas accordionist

Chano Cadena took the stage. He pumped out tear-jerking, beer-drinking songs that

kept a sea of dancers gliding happily in a counterclockwise swirl under strings of col-

orful paper garlands. Two dancers, Isidro and Ceil Campos of San Antonio, caught my

eye. They wore T-shirts proclaiming themselves "Polka Dawgs," the Alamo City-based

conjunto dance club that boasts 300 members statewide. "We never miss this event,"

Ceil said. "I grew up with music by greats like Chano, so this is part of our past."

Based on the response I saw to the "Youngest Conjunto in America"-Tina y Los

Gallitos-conjunto is also part of the future. The Houston family band featured

award-winning bajo sexto player Tina Vega, 17; her "little rooster" brothers,
Robert, 18, on accordion, and John, 13, on bass; and her cousin Priscilla Tamayo, 16,
on drums. Tina's lilting vocals and Robert's fast accordion finger work kept the crowd

close and clapping to the upbeat rhythms.

"Conjunto is the music of folk traditions passed through generations," Tina

explained, excited about her first appearance here at "the big one," a reference to this

festival's importance. "Mostly, you hear traditional songs played at festivals, but new

players are also writing new music to perform in the traditional style."

The 24th annual Tejano Conjunto Festival is at San Antonio's Rosedale Park, 340 Dartmouth St.;
210/271-3151 (www.GuadalupeCulturalArts.org), May 4-7. Thirty conjunto bands will be featured.
Accompanying the festival are music workshops, exhibits, and films on conjunto, Apr. 30-May 3, at
the Guadalupe Theater, 1301 Guadalupe St. Call for admission prices and schedules.

KERRVILLE FOLK FESTIVAL
od Kennedy produced the Kerrville Folk Festival from its inception in 1972 until his

retirement two years ago (he's still a festival consultant). Kerrville's 1,200-seat

municipal auditorium contained overflow crowds for the first two festivals (I at-

tended the 1973 event). The early years showcased the then-new "Austin Sound" of

Texas artists like Allen Damron, Willie Nelson, Jerry Jeff Walker, Carolyn Hester, and

Ray Wylie Hubbard. It also reflected the loose and free attitude of Austin in the Sixties.

In 1974, the festival moved to 50 Hill Country acres called Quiet Valley Ranch,
nine miles south of town, and spent three decades building an international reputation, in

the process becoming America's oldest, continuously-running outdoor music festival (set

for May 26-June 12, 2005). These days, Rod's longtime associate, Dalis Allen, produces

the festival, and some 30,000 regulars (affectionately called "kerr-verts") and newcomers

(referred to as "kerr-virgins") annually gather for 18 straight days of diverse singer-song-

writer music-including folk, bluegrass, acoustic rock, blues, country, swing, and jazz.

After a 31-year hiatus, I attended the 2004 gathering and happily discovered that
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An informal song-sharing session called Ballad Tree remains a popular tradition at the Kerrville Folk Festival,
a 30-something tradition itself. Here, songwriter Dave Gunning leads one of the sess cns at this past
spring's celebration.

the folk fest still attracts folk legends and fresh talent ... while s-aying true to its

laid-back roots.

Only the most dedicated kerr-verts catch all 18 days.

This year, the main stage alone offered nearly 90 acts-including headliners Peter,

Paul and Mary, plus some of my folk favorites-Willis Alan Ramsey, Steve Fromholz,

and Michael Smith (playing with festival stalwarts Anne Hills, Steve Gillette, and

Cindy Mangsen). I was particularly wowed by memorable ballads from Nashville's

Tom Kimmel, guitar wizardry from Austin's Monte Montgomery, and funky New

Orleans jazz from the Subdudes.

The festival's Threadgill Theater staged another 32 singer-songwriters during the

New Folk competition. Each year, up-and-coming performers vie to become one of

six New Folk winners. The honor has helped propel former "unkiaowns"-such as

David Wilcox, Lyle Lovett, John Gorka, and Nanci Griffith-to mucL wider acclaim.

The Threadgill Theater (named for Austin music legend Kenneth Threacgill) also

hosts children's shows, which this year featured the likes of Ml;hael McNevin

and Limpopo.

More pickers and grinners gather almost daily on Chapel Hill (where a folk Mass

takes place each Sunday) for a song-sharing session called Ballad Tree. Then there's

folk veteran Steve Gillette's daily "Texas & Tennessee" song circle . There are even

outdoor workshops for guitarists and singer-songwriters.

Scheduled music, however, is only half the Kerrville fun.

Singer-songwriters perform ad hoc day and night wherever folks .ather, especially

at camps pitched across the festival's 20-acre campground. Camper; join a land rush

to stake out their favorite sites before the festival starts. Clusters of tents, teepees, and

KER RVILLE F LK FESTIVAL
RELA YATTA TS SOE

Singer Ruthie Foster (top) treats the Kerrville
audience to her special blend of blues, gospel,
roots, and folk music. Guitarist extraordinaire
Monte Montgomery of Austin charms the crowd
with his deft strokes and nimble fingers.
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A KERRVILLE, SINGER
SONGWRITERS PERFORM

WHEREVER FOLKS GATHER
ACROSS THE FESTIVAL'S
20 - A C RE CAM MPG UN . Headliners at this spring's Kerrville show folk legends Peter, Paul and Mary roll back the clock to the 1960s,

thrilling the crowd with their signature tunes. The venerable festival features big names as well as plenty of
fresh talent.

Rod Kennedy (above), who produced the Kerr-
ville Folk Festival from its inception until his re-
tirement two years ago, remains a consultant.

canopies comprise most camps...though one I saw boasted an old yellow school bus.

Many camps proudly post their names-such as Sweetgrass, Misinclined, and Duct

Tape. Some host late-night, sing-around-the-bonfire soir6es.

In addition to nonstop music, my long, lively kerr-verted night encountered kids

Hula-Hooping, bare-chested gents juggling balls, 20-somethings kicking Hacky

Sacks, a tie-dyed reveler flying a lighted kite, and volunteers handing out free pizza

baked in a mud oven...not to mention a stout fellow named Eric bending branches

into an Indian-style sweat lodge to celebrate his 50th birthday.

All in all, it was a gathering of the tribes, with music as the common language.

On my way out of Quiet Valley Ranch, I passed two telling festival signs. One said

"Welcome Home" and the other suggested, "It Can Be Like This Always."

TRe 34th annual Kerrville Folk Festival is at Quiet Valley Ranch, 9 miles south of Kerrville on Texas

16; 830/257-3600 (www.kerrvillefolkfestival.com), May 26-June 12. Tent and RV camping is avail-

able. Other festival events include workshops, bike rides, and canoeing. Quiet Valley Ranch also

hosts the annual Kerrville Wine & Music Festival Sep. 2-4. Call for admission prices and schedules.

For tickets to both festivals, call 888/512-7469.

I got a similar warm-and-fuzzy feeling from all the music festivals I attended...a feel-

ing of being caught up with other festival-goers in the musical moment-grooving

to conjunto rhythms, nodding to wild Irish jigs, and soaking up heartfelt folk lyrics.

That's the festival experience. That's the sound of Texas.*

Photojournalist RANDY MALLORY has covered a number of music-related topics for Texas High-
ways over the years, including our March 2004 story on Western Swing.
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more music fests: A 2005 ROUNDUP

THERE'S MUSIC in the air all across Texas-
especially during the prime outdoor-festival
seasons, spring and fall. Here's an earful
of other festivals worth a listen in 2005.
Contact festival representatives to check
schedules and prices, and be sure to con-
firm dates for all events.

A more complete list is on the Texas Music
Office's online calendar (www.governor.
state.tx.us/music). For a printed guide to
Texas music, get a free copy of Sites and
Sounds: A Texas Music Road Trip from the
Texas Dept. of Transportation. Write to Box
149249, Austin 78714-1009.

MERCEDES is expected to hold the 16th
annual South Texas Music Festival Feb. 16-
20 (usually at the Rio Grande Valley Live-
stock Show Grounds; call 956/464-7767
or 956/565-2221 to confirm). For 5 days,
Americana roots music-bluegrass, country,
folk, gospel, and Tejano-takes center stage
along the Texas-Mexico border. Dozens of
groups usually perform on a dozen stages
dotted across 130 acres. Competitions and
workshops cover the basics: fiddling, guitar-
playing, and songwriting. Day and night,
there's plenty of food, merchandise, and
impromptu jam sessions. On-site camping
is usually available.

GLEN ROSE boasts outdoor bluegrass fes-
tivals galore in spring and fall. Each event
showcases a dozen or more bluegrass bands,
as well as local food and crafts. Tres Rios
RV & Campground (2322 CR 312; 254/
897-4253; www.tresrioscamping.com)
hosts the 20th annual Spring Bluegrass
Festival Apr. 21-23; the 3rd annual Gospel
and Bluegrass Festival Sep. 22-24; and
the 25th annual Fall Harvest Bluegrass
Festival Oct. 28-30. Oakdale Park (1019
N.E. Barnard St.; 254/897-2321; www.
oakdalepark.com) hosts the 33rd annual
Bluegrass Jamboree Mar. 31-Apr. 3; the
24th annual Lone Star State Dulcimer
Festival May 6-7; and the 30th annual
Bluegrass Reunion Sep. 29-Oct. 2.

OLD TOWN SPRING (near Houston) will hold
the 19th annual Texas Crawfish and Music

Festival Apr. 22-24 and Apr. 29-May 1 (Old
Town Spring Preservation Park on Spring
Cypress Rd., 1 mile east of 1-45 N; 281/
353-9310; www.TexasCrawfishFestival.com).
Some 100,000 festival-goers consume more
than 65,000 pounds of crawfish (do the math)
during the largest Cajun shindig in Texas.
Three stages spotlight Cajun, zydeco, and
country-western music...with rock and blues
thrown in for good measure.

J, GRIFFIS SMITH

PEN

Steve Winwood (left) and his band let loose at the Austin City
Limits Music Festival.

RICHARDSON hosts the 12th annual Wild-
flower! Arts & Music Festival May 20-22
(Galatyn Park; Texas 190 and N. Central
Expwy.; 972/744-4580; www.wildflower
festival.com). This award-winning North Texas
event draws 50,000 visitors for main-stage
headliners that have ranged from Wilson
Pickett to the Dixie Chicks and from Hank
Williams Jr. to Polyphonic Spree. Roving
entertainers, kids' activities, interactive dis-
plays, food, and artisans' booths broaden
the appeal. There's even a bicycle ride
for charity. During the 2005 festival, the
Eisemann Center for the Performing Arts
(also in Galatyn Park) will host a traveling
Broadway production of the musical Grease.
A DART light-rail stop in the park makes
getting there easy.

FORT WORTH's Stockyards is where the 32nd
annual Willie Nelson Fourth of July Family
Picnic will be held July 4 (next to Billy Bob's
Texas, 2520 Rodeo Plaza; 817/624-7117;
www.williespicnic.com). For 3 decades each

Fourth of July, Texas music legend Willie
Nelson has welcomed 20,000 or more of
his fans for a family picnic. He has hosted
picnics from Luckenbach to New Jersey.
Fort Worth's historic Stockyards District
gets the nod in 2005 (as it did this year)
for 12 hours of sizzling country-western
sounds by 20 big-name acts...with a finale,
of course, by Willie and the family. For
other Stockyards activities that weekend,

call 817/625-9715.

BEDFORD will hold the
11th annual Bedford
Blues & Music Festival
Sep. 3-4 (1613 Hospital
Pkwy., Texas 121 and Texas
183; 817/952-2128, ext.
513; www.bedfordblues
fest.com). Bedford's got
the blues...and it's out
in the open during Labor
Day weekend. Days fea-
ture fresh, up-and-coming
artists. Nights showcase
blues masters such as

Buddy Guy, Little Feat, Al Green, Keb' Mo'
(Kevin Moore), and Los Lonely Boys. In be-
tween acts, check out the arts-and-crafts
and food booths or the kids' activities at
one of the Lone Star State's top outdoor
blues extravaganzas.

AUSTIN's 4th annual Austin City Limits
Music Festival will be held sometime in the
fall; dates to be announced (Zilker Park,
2100 Barton Springs Rd.; 800/926-ACVB;
www.aclfestival.com). In the Live Music Ca-
pital of the World, this 3-day musical smor-
gasbord (traditionally held in Sep.) has
quickly become one of the season's hottest
tickets. This year, more than 200,000 fans
rubbed elbows at 8 outdoor stages, taking in
diverse sounds-blues, country, folk, alterna-
tive, jazz, rock, Tejano, and world beat. An off-
shoot of the popular national public-TV show
Austin City Limits, the festival also features
food and merchandise vendors...plus Austin's
singular celebration of all things weird.

-RANDY MALLORY
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- G ART
Philanthropist Caroline Wiess
Law (above), who died on her

85th birthday, December 24,
2003, bequeathed more than

$135 million to three Houston

institutions. Law left more than

50 major 20th-Century artworks,
collectively valued between $60
million and $85 million, as well

as $25 million to establish an

endowment at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH). She

also gave $25 million each to

the University of Texas M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center and
Baylor College of Medicine.

"The bequest is wonderful, but

is nothing compared to her impact

as a living participant,' MFAH di-

rector Peter Marzio said of Law,
a Beaumont native who had long

been involved with all three insti-

tutions. "There have been few

people in the history of the mu-

seum as important as she was."
Included in the bequest are

works by Pablo Picasso, Joan

Mird, Adolph Gottlieb, Henri Ma-

tisse, and Jackson Pollock. Marzio
said Law purchased her first
Picasso in the late 1950s and

continued collecting in the dec-
ades to come. "For a long time,
wealthy people like her were buy-

o1okiac k e

ing Impressionist paintings, an

she just couldn't get interested
Impressionist paintings:' he sa
"It took a while for her to con-

vince herself that she didn't hi

to please other people." The hE

ess' father, Harry C. Wiess, wa!
founder of Humble Oil & Refin

Co., which later grew to becorr
ExxonMobil.

SHINING STAR
Etta Moten Barnett, born in
Weimar, Texas, in 1901, died ii

Chicago on January 2. In 199!

the Texas Women's Chamber o

Commerce named Ms. Barnett

who was a film actress, a sing

and a Broadway star, one of

Texas' 100 most influential

women of the 20th Century. In

the 1933 film Flying Down to

Rio, she sang "The Carioca" w

Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers

danced. The song was nomi-

nated for an Academy Award.

At her 100th birthday party in

2001, Harry Belafonte said, "

gave black people an opportu

to look at themselves on a bid

screen as something beautiful

when all that was there before

spoke to our degradation. In h

we found another dimension

being black in our time. She

a true shining star.

THAT'S DANCING
Dancer and actress Ann Mille
(right), who was born in Chi-

reno, Texas, in 1923, died
January 22 in Los Angeles.
Lucille Ball discovered the

star of classic Hollywood
musicals like Kiss Me Kate

CEREMONIAL MASK, MIDDLE SICAN PERIOD A.D. 900-1100, COURTESY DALLAS MUSEUM OF ART

and Easter Parade when Ann was who loves art history and takes
12 years old. In 1937, Miller co- inner-city youngsters on tours of
starred with Ball, Ginger Rogers, leading art museums. Among his
and Katharine ... ~ -.... ,., top 10 art muse-

Hepburn in Stage 1 w - ums is the Dallas
Door, which she Museum of Art:
followed with 4 "The best muse-
roles in the Marx I um in the South-
Brothers' Room west, it features
Service and Frank modern archi-
Capra's You Can't Take It With You.

She later played opposite Gene

Kelly and Frank Sinatra in On the

Town. Her film career went dry in

the 1950s, but David Lynch cast
her in his 2001 film Mulholland
Drive, giving Miller a film career

that spanned 65 years.

ART FOR KIDS

Can you mix art with the NBA?

In its January 28 edition, USA

Today asked this question of Dal-

las Maverick Tariq Abdul-Wahad,

ier

to
was -

r

tecture, activities, and programs

that have transformed the city

of Dallas into a place suited for

art-lovers. Kids will be impressed
with the size of the building, plus
the special activities and the

permanent collection of Western

art, from Impressionism to con-

temporary sculpture:'

LONE STAR
SPORTS YEAR-
Texas hosted a gaggle of sporting

events this year, beginning with

the Super Bowl February 1 at
Houston's Reliant Stadium. San
Antonio's Alamodome was the

site of the Final Four champi-
onship in men's college basket-

ball in April, and the Houston
Astros hosted baseball's All-Star
Game in July. No other state has

ever been home to all those
events in one year.

Texas was also the site of

North Ameri-
ca's richest

day in horse
racing when

the $14 million Breeders' Cup
Thoroughbred Championships
were held October 30 at Lone
Star Park near Dallas. And men's

tennis had its biggest payday
in Texas at the $3.7 million

Masters Cup in Houston on
November 13-21.

And who can forget
Lance Armstrong's

unprecedented sixth

straight win of the

-BY JACK LOWY AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS
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Tour de France on July 25? On
the toughest stretch of road in the
world's toughest race, Lance Arm-
strong "roared toward the top of
L'Alpe d'Huez," wrote Associated
Press reporter Jim Litke. "It was a
move of such breathtaking power

that most of his rivals would have
had trouble matching it while
driving a car, let alone pedaling a
bike" A remarkable achievement.

GREAT MODERN
In the February issue of Arena
magazine, architecture writer
Jonathan Bell selected the Mod-
ern Art Museum of Fort Worth as
one of the world's 45 greatest
buildings. "In Japanese architect
Tadao Ando's hands, raw concrete
-which is never painted or clad-
becomes pure poetry" writes Bell.
"If you doubt that grey slabs of
rain-streaked hardcore have the
power to be seriously moving,
feast your eyes on the long, low
pavilion that is the MAM of FW-
a concrete box wrapped in 40-
foot glass walls and surrounded
by one-and-a-half acres of water.
Huge Y-shaped columns hold up
the overhanging roofs."

MUSIC-MAKERS
As occurred last year, a Texas
artist left the Grammys with five
awards. In 2003, it was Dallas

musician Norah Jones' turn. This
year, Houston singer Beyonce

took home five Grammy awards
from the February 8 show. Beyon-
cd Knowles was honored for mu-
sic from her first solo CD, Dan-
gerously in Love.

MONEY MANIA
The Bureau of Engraving and
Printing produces banknotes in

only two cities, Washington, D.C.,
and Fort Worth. The new Western
Currency Facility's public tour and
visitor center, which opened in
April in Fort Worth, can accommo-
date 1,000 visitors per day. The
building closes weekends, Federal
holidays, and the week between

Christmas and New Year's Day.

T FII " WIREAHTI OF I AN1 0 PRINTING

BODACIOUS BURGER
The May 24 issue of USA Today
asked Rebecca Bent, coauthor

(with Tom Steele) of Burgers: 50

Recipes Celebrating an American

Classic, for her assessment of
"10 Great Places to Eat a Burger
Worthy of Paradise." Among her
picks is Blackbeard's in South
Padre Island. "When ambience is
important to the whole burger

experience, this is the spot:' she
wrote. "Sit outside on the large
patio and order the Primo Burger
with Mushrooms. The warm
breeze and slightly spicy burger
blend wonderfully together. This
laid-back, family-friendly, yet ap-
proachably sophisticated restau-

rant is a real Texan treat:"

N TE

FABULOUS
FORT WORTH
Zagat Survey U.S. Family Guide
in May ranked a number of
Fort Worth attractions nationally.
Among them are the Modern
Art Museum of Fort Worth,
which tops the list of best mu-
seums; the Kimbell Art Museum,
which came in at No. 4; the
Fort Worth Museum of Science
and History, which received a
near-perfect score in child appeal;

and the Bass Performance Hall,
No. 10 on a list of attractions

COUOTESY FORT WORTH ZOO

that appeal to adults. The Fort
Worth Zoo was named the top
attraction in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area.

PROGRAMMING
PIONEER
Robert W. "Bob" Bemer, 84, a
pioneer in computer program-

ming, died June -

22 at his home
at Possum King-
dom Lake. When
the Institute of
Electrical and

Electronic Engi-
neers' Computer
Society awarded him its Com-
puter Pioneer medal in 2003,
it cited his work as having
culminated in such everyday
developments as email, the
World Wide Web, and video

games. Following World War II,
when many computer pioneers
focused on hardware, Bob
Bemer turned his interests to
software. In the 1950s, he
worked on encoding human
language for use by computers
at IBM. He developed the Ameri-
can Standard Code for Informa-
tion Interchange (ASCII), in
which 128 alphanumeric char-
acters are assigned numerical
values. Bemer's invention is

regarded as the predecessor of
the standard that enables the
exchange of data on the Internet,
and it remains the worldwide
standard for most computer-
based text encoding.

Bemer devised the first com-
puterized 3-D dynamic perspec-
tive, a prelude to today's com-
puter animation. He was later
on the Univac team that helped
develop COBOL, a common lan-
guage for accounting and busi-
ness data commissioned by the
Department of Defense (DOD).
Decades before most people had
heard of the Y2K problem, Bemer
published warnings about the
issue, and fought a losing battle
with the DOD over the matter.
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TAKE THE A TRAIN

The July 30 travel section of USA

Today published a "10 Great

Places to Cherish Our Railroad

Heritage." One of the 10 was

the Galveston Island Railroad
Museum. To that, we could add

any number of places, but I'll

pick the Texas State Railroad,
which takes you from Palestine

to Rusk. All aboard!

YOU GO, GALS

The July/August issue of Arthur

Frommer's Budget Travel had a

cover story on 25 weekend get-

aways for women. Along with

some predictable choices, the

magazine singled out Boerne
and the Guadalupe River Ranch.

FEARLESS
When Saddam Hussein's troops

retreated from Kuwait in 1991,
they set more than half of the

country's 1,000 oil wells on fire.

Some 5 million barrels a day

50 TEXAS HIGHWAYS December 2004

billowed upwards 15,000 feet in

thick, black clouds. Kuwait enlist-

ed :he help of the world's most

famous firelighter-the legendary
Paul Neal "Red" Adair (above).

By pumping 1.5 billion gallons of

water from the Persian Gulf to the

wells, Adair and his team extin-

guished 117 of the worst fires. Al-

though estimates of completing

the operation had run as high as

five years, tl-e 76-year-old Adair

completed the task in nine months,

and was credited with preventing

an environmental catastrophe.

A though Adair had been

known in the Texas and Louisiana

oil fields since 1939, he gained

global fame in 1962, when he

tack ed an Algerian gas fire known

as the Devil's Cigarette Lighter-a

450-foot pillar of flame that had

been burning for six months. This

feat was later retold in the John

Wayne film Pellfighters. Subse-

quert firefighting operations took

place at the Ixtoc blowout in the

Gulf of Mexico in 1979, and at

the 1988 Piper Alpha disaster in

the North Sea, after an explosion

killed 167 oil workers.

Adair, who died August 7 at

89, seemed destined to work

with fire. His father, a Houston

blacksmith, would have little

Red start the furnace fire in the

shop. Trying to create a bigger

fire one day, Red blew up the

furnace, and, he recalled, got a

beating. As well as pioneering

semi-submersible firefighting ves-

sels and the design of oil der-

ricks deployed in the North Sea,

Red also contributed to the tech-

nical advancement of various

marine firefight-
ing boats and

water guns.

Humor kept

him going. Despite

the deafening

noise, blistering

heat, and everyday \

danger, Adair saw

an up side to his
profession: "Free-

dom from life insur-

ance salesmen." In 1991, he

told an Associated Press reporter,
"I've done made a deal with the

devil. He said he's going to give

me an air-conditioned place when

I go down there, if I go there, so

I won't put all the fires out."

RODEO GREATS
Fred Whitfield of Hockley (facing

page) was inducted into the Pro-

Rodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado
Springs on August 14. Many con-

sider Whitfield the greatest tie-

down roper in pro-rodeo history.

He joined the PRCA in 1990,

when he was named rookie of

the year. The following year, he

began a streak of 14 straight

National Finals Rodeo appear-

ances. Perhaps his greatest

achievement came in 1999,

when he became the first African-

American cowboy to claim rodeo's

greatest prize, the world all-

around title, in addition to his

fourth world tie-down roping title.

At press time, he was on track

for his 15th NFR appearance.

Other Texas inductees include

Dr. J. Pat Evans, a former team

doctor with the Dallas Cowboys

and Mavericks, who cofounded

the Justin SportsMedicine pro-

gram with Don Andrews in 1980.

The program provides on-site

medical attention at some 150

rodeo events every year.

June Ivory
(left), who lives

in Pampa, has

spent most of

her 71 years in

a rodeo arena.

She was at the

first National

Finals Rodeo

in 1959. She

worked at the

NFR, first as a

timer, starting in 1960, and later

was arena secretary at the event

in 1974 and 1979. She has

served as a consultant and re-

searcher for various projects

related to rodeo and has spear-

headed the Cowboy Reunion

each year at the Wrangler NFR.

Dave Smith, who retired in

the spring after 23 years as

executive sports editor for The

Dallas Morning News, helped

build a superior sports section,
"SportsDay" and promote rodeo

as a national sport. Smith and

"SportsDay" are the first to be

inducted into the Hall of Fame's

media section. Since 1983,

"SportsDay" has been honored

as one of the top 10 daily and



Looking back at 2004
Sunday sections by the Associ-

ated Press Sports Editors (APSE).

Bob Tallman, who lives in

Weatherford, is one of the favor-

ite rodeo announcers in North
America. He has enjoyed a

career that has spanned more

than three decades and 15,000

performances. In 2003, the

native of Winnemucca, Nevada,

was selected to announce the

Wrangler National Finals Rodeo
for the 17th time. No one in the
45-year history of the Wrangler
NFR has announced the rodeo
more often. Today, Tallman an-

nounces more than 100 rodeos

each year, including many of

the largest events sanctioned

by the PRCA.

No one has qualified for the
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo
more than Tee Woolman of
Llano. The 47-year-old holds the
event record for team-roping

qualifications (20) and National
Finals Steer Roping berths (17).

Woolman is a three-time team-

roping world champion. With
more than $1.96 million in career

earnings, Woolman is on pace to

become the next member of
rodeo's $2 million club (of which

Fred Whitfield is a member) and

the first to get there primarily by
team roping.

Lffl T ..

ELVIS OR
OLD BLUE EYES?
Bandleader, singer, and saxo-
phonist Isidro "El Indio" L6pez
died in Corpus Christi on August
16. He was called at various

times the Tejano Elvis, the Tejano

James Dean, and the Tejano

Sinatra; many think he combined

qualities of all three stars. Film-

maker and accordionist Hector

GalIn has called L6pez one of
the greatest innovators of Tejano
music. "He was able to make the
rootsy conjunto music that was
being played in the 1940s really

cool and really appealing to

young people at that time,' says

Galan. "They looked at him as

somebody who could make it.
He was our James Dean." L6pez
played regularly from the mid-
1950s through the mid-1980s.

JAZZMAN
Martin Banks, who played with

the bands of Count Basie, James
Brown, King Curtis, and Duke
Ellington, died August 20. In
1953, when he was 17, Martin

left his native Austin for Califor-
nia, so he could play jazz trum-
pet. Before long, he joined the
Ray Charles touring band, which

took him to New York. In 1960,
he recorded "Sticks and Stones,"

"I Wonder;" and "Genius

& Soul" with Ray
Charles. After a career
playing with the likes
of Dizzy Gillespie,
Lionel Hampton, Sun

Ra, Lloyd Price, and
B.B. King, he returned
to Austin in 1988-

but not to retire. Banks
became a regular

performer at the Ele-
phant Room and
taught music at Austin

elementary schools. In 1990, he
recorded The Heaven Line with

Tina Marsh and the Creative Op-

portunity Orchestra, he became a
featured performer with Austin's
Jazz Pharaohs, and in 2000 he
played on the

CD No Sleep:
Larry DC

Williams with /
Clarence
Pierce and
The East

Side Band,
featuring

Martin 1

Banks.

ANGLERS' PARKS
The August issue of Field &
Stream selected 10 great Ameri-

can "lost" parks for "catching fish

and losing track of time:' Among

them was Matagorda Island
State, Park: "Step off the ferry
from Port O'Connor and onto
a seemingly forgotten barrier
island, where the wildlife vastly

outnumbers the visitors. Don't
forget the supplies. On Matagor-

da Island, there's no electricity,
no drinking water, and no con-
cessions-just primitive camping

and fabulous saltwater fishing.

Ply the surf, or better yet, bring a
canoe or kayak (both are allowed
on the ferry for a fee), or launch

your own boat from the mainland
to better explore and fish the
shallow marshes, bays, inlet flats,
and open Gulf waters surround-
ing the island. The fishing: Tarpon

are busting anchovies in the surf
right now and will continue into
the fall. Toss anything silver into
the rolling melee. Throughout the

year, both in the surf and in the
bays and flats, reds and trout are
the bread and butter."

The October issue of Men's

,W ti
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Journal urges fly-fishers to go to

Galveston Bay: "Trout and redfish
crowd the coastal flats and weed-
beds at Seabrook Flats in Gal-
veston Bay. Warm up at night
with a campfire at Galveston

Island State Park."

- VIVA LA

MUSICA!
Carmen y Lura
Jun aria Tejano music

M.1endoza
LasA bielas pioneer Laura

rnasSegia Canto died in
Alice on August

Lydia MOWN 29. Laura and
Chelo Silva

her sister, Car-
men, who have

been recognized
by the Tejano Con-

junto Hall of Fame in San Anton-
io, became stars in the 1940s
as the singing duo Carmen y
Laura. The sisters performed Te-
jano music, blues, and swing
into the 1960s. Laura's brother-
in-law, Armando Marroquin, is
said to have been the first Mexi-
can American to produce a con-

junto record in the U.S. Canto's
nephew, also named Armando
Marroquin, told the Corpus
Christi Caller-Times that Carmen
y Laura's "Se Me Fue Mi Amor a
la Guerra" (My Love Went Off to
War) was recorded in 1946 in
a living room with blankets on
the walls to dampen the sound.
Laura Canto and Carmen Marro-
quin have been recognized by
the Tejano Roots Hall of Fame
in Alice, the Texas Music Museum
Hall of Fame in Austin, and the
Smithsonian Institution's Folk-
ways Recordings.

STILL KICKIN'
Texas Highways, which the Texas
Legislature proclaimed the Offi-
cial Travel Magazine of Texas in
1975, celebrated 30 years as an
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award-winning travel publication

in September. The magazine's

theme this year has been mu-

sic. For 2005, loosen your belts.
We're going to crisscross Texas
in search of some good grub.

FAIL-SAFE
Dr. Harvey Wheeler, a political
scientist and coauthor of the
1962 best-selling novel Fail-
Safe, about an accidental

nuclear war, died September 6

at his home in Carpinteria,
California. The Waco native, who
worked on the book while he

was a professor at Washington

and Lee University, wrote the
novel with Eugene Burdick, a
teacher at the Naval War

College who had coauthored
The Ugly American (1958).

Dr. Wheeler, a World War II
veteran, focused his research

and prolific writing on the atroc-
ities and injustices of war, and

on the future of humanity. Fail-

Safe, about an accidental U.S.
nuclear attack on the Soviet

Union, sparked a national de-
bate on the likelihood of such

a catastrophe in the 1960s.
The book inspired a successful

1964 movie starring Henry

Fonda and Walter Matthau,
and a 2000 television version
with George Clooney, Richard
Dreyfuss, and Harvey Keitel.

SAVING WILDLIFE
On September 22, the American
Zoo and Aquarium Association
(AZA) honored Fossil Rim Wild-
life Center in Glen Rose with

the Edward H. Bean Award for

the "Long-term Propagation of
the Attwater's Prairie Chicken
(Tympanuchus cupido attwateri)."

The AZA's North American
Conservation Award went to the

Puerto Rican Crested Toad Spe-

cies Survival Plan Conservation
Partnership, of which the Fort
Worth Zoo is a member.

WE LOVE 'EM
The September issue of Nation-

al Geographic Traveler named

Cibolo Creek Ranch outside of
Marfa as one of the "56 Hotels
We Love." "The architecture's

spare, but the amenities are
lush: books on Texas history,
down-filled pillows, fireplaces

in the rooms, and Spanish

antiques.... Cibolo is also Mick
Jagger's favorite place to play

cowboy." Need we say more?

BIGGER IN BRONZE
The Southwestern Writers
Collection (SWWC) at Texas
State University-San Marcos
dedicated The Writer John
Graves, a statue honoring the

Texas author, on October 8.

The 6-foot, 11-inch bronze

stands at the en-

trance to the

SWWC in the

foyer of the Alkek

Library Special Col-
lections Department at
TSU. Pulitzer Prize-winning

political cartoonist and

sculptor Patrick Oliphant
fashioned the sculpture
from a photograph of Graves
taken by Bill Wittliff at Hard
Scrabble, the author's
ranch near Glen Rose.

Graves is best known for
his first book, Goodbye
to a River, a classic
that flows from a canoe
trip down the Brazos

River in the 1950s.
Earlier this year, Graves
published his
journal-based

memoir, Myself and Strangers.

Oliphant's bronzes have been

exhibited at the Smithsonian

Institution and the National Por-

trait Gallery, but he has been

especially busy this year in Texas.
His statue commemorating his-

toric Austin innkeeper Angelina
Eberly and her role in the Ar-
chives Wars was dedicated Sep-

tember 26 on Congress Avenue
in Austin. SWWC founding do-

nors Bill and
Sally Wittliff
donated the

Graves statue.
The nonprofit

organization

.'ya, . Capital Area
Statues Inc.

(CAST) donat-

ed the Eberly

statue. CAST's

first statue,
Philosophers'
Rock by Glen-

na Goodacre,

depicts leg-
;r' . endaryTexas

writers J. Frank
Dobie, Walter

Prescott Webb,
and Roy Bedichek,
and stands just

outside the en-
trance to Barton

Springs Pool

under a grove of pecan trees in
Austin's Zilker Park.

RIDE 'EM
The National Cowgirl Museum
and Hall of Fame in Fort Worth
added five new honorees to the

hall on October 28. Three were
Texans. Wantha Davis (above,
left), a jockey, won more than
1,000 races from the 1930s
through the '50s. Because
women were barred from riding

at major American tracks, Wan-
tha rode at Quarter Horse com-

petitions, county fairs, and bush

tracks. In 1949, she won a his-
toric competition against Racing
Hall of Fame jockey Johnny

Longden in an exhibition match.

Sherri Mell (center) has com-
peted in 24 consecutive Women's
National Finals Rodeos and 21

World Championship Appaloosa

horse shows. She holds more

than 100 World and National
rodeo and horse championship

titles. Mary Jo Milner (above,
right) has won an unprecedent-

ed six National Cutting Horse
Association Non-Pro world

championships, including five
consecutive wins from 2000

through 2004. The other induc-
tees, both deceased, were Gail
Davis, a California actress best
known as TV's Annie Oakley,
and Connie Griffith, a Nebras-
kan who was one of the world's
greatest trick riders.
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A
Accordion culture, May, 40
Amistad National Recreation Area,

Del Rio, Oct, 22
Animals

Caldwell Zoo, Tyler, Nov, 48
Crabs, crabbing the North Jetty, Port

Bolivar, May, 20
Matagorda County Birding Nature

Center, Bay City, Mar, 32
Texas Butterfly Festival, Mission,

Oct, 46
Architecture

Dallas Arts District, Mar, 58
JPMorgan Chase Building (former

Gulf Building), Houston, Jan, 52
Argyle Acres iris farm, Argyle, Apr, 24
Arlington, Six Flags Over Texas,

Jun, 20
Art

Dallas Arts District, Mar, 58
Fredericksburg artists, Jan, 56
Harlingen murals, Sep, 64
Harry Ransom Humanities Research

Center, University of Texas at Austin,
Dec, 20

Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas,
Jul, 12

Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for
Latin American Art, San Antonio
Museum of Art, Nov, 12

Rediscovery of 19th-Century paintings
at Fayetteville's St. John the Baptist
Church, Apr, 58

San Jos6 tile, San Antonio, Oct, 62
Sculptures by Joe Smith (Caldwell,

College Station), Aug, 46
Of Tom Lea, Jan, 44
Watercolors of Austin by Mary Doerr,

May, 26
Aunt Aggie De's Pralines, Sinton,

Nov, 62
Austin

Boggy Creek Farm, organic farm,
Jun, 16

Harry Ransom Humanities Research
Center, University of Texas at Austin,
Dec, 20

Mary Doerr's watercolors, May, 26
South Congress, Aug, 14

Austin, Stephen F., the "Father of Texas;'
Nov, 29

Azaleas, River Oaks Garden Club Azalea
Trail, Houston, Mar, 20

B
Balmorhea, Pecan Creek Farm, organic

farm, Jun, 16
Bandera, town features/highlights,

Mar, 26
Basketball, NBA in Texas (Dallas

Mavericks, Houston Rockets,
San Antonio Spurs), Dec, 26

Bay City, Matagorda County Birding
Nature Center, Mar, 32

Billy the Kid, Jul, 48
Blues music, Jun, 38
Brenham, High Cotton Bakery, Jul, 58
Burnet, Canyon of the Eagles Lodge and

Nature Park, Thanksgiving getaway,
Nov, 20

Butterflies, Texas Butterfly Festival,
Oct, 46

C
Caldwell Zoo, Tyler, Nov, 48
Celeste, Good Earth Organic Farm,

Jun, 16
Cemeteries, Old San Antonio City

Cemeteries Historic District, May, 60
Chihuahuan Desert, Jan, 30
Christmas

Events in McAllen, Dec, 14
Events roundup, Dec, 32

Comfort food (Banana Pudding,
Frito Pie, King Ranch Casserole),
Jan, 12

Contests, Where in Texas Are You?,
Sep, 77

Country music, singing cowboys,
Oct, 38

Crabbing the North Jetty, Port Bolivar,
May, 20

Crystal Beach, Texas Crab Festival,
May, 20

D
Dairy Queen, Aug, 26
Dallas

Dallas Arts District, Mar, 58

Dallas Mavericks, NBA in Texas,
Dec, 26

Hotel ZaZa, Jun, 60
Nasher Sculpture Center, Jul, 12
North Texas Irish Festival, Dec, 40
Old City Park, Jul, 18

Del Rio
Amistad National Recreation Area,

Oct, 22
Fiesta de Amistad, Oct, 25
Val Verde Winery, Dec, 12

Denton
Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, Apr, 18
Texas Storytelling Festival, Mar, 46

Doerr, Mary, artist's watercolors of
Austin, May, 26

E
East Texas Edens (Temple-Inland tours),

Jun, 32
Events

Christmas events in McAllen, Dec, 14
Christmas roundup (in Austin,

Caldwell, Columbus, Galveston,
Houston, Marshall, Montgomery,
San Antonio), Dec, 32

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, Apr, 18
Fiesta de Amistad, Del Rio, Oct, 25
First Thursday, South Congress,

Austin, Aug, 14
Friends of Fort Davis Festival,

Oct, 30
Jazz festivals (in Addison, Brownsville,

Corpus Christi, Houston, San
Antonio), Apr, 21

Music festivals (North Texas Irish
Festival, Dallas; Kerrville Folk
Festival; Tejano Conjunto Festival,
San Antonio; plus other fests in
Austin, Bedford, Fort Worth, Glen
Rose, Mercedes, Richardson,
Spring), Dec, 40

River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail,
Houston, Mar, 20

Sandcastle festivals (in Galveston,
Port Aransas, South Padre Island),
Apr, 44

Storytelling festivals, Denton and
George West, Mar, 46

Texas Butterfly Festival, Mission,
Oct, 46

Texas Crab Festival, Crystal Beach,
May, 20

At Thanksgiving (parade in Houston;
University of Texas vs. Texas A&M
University football game; Fort
Worth's YMCA Turkey Trot), Nov, 23

Wendish Fest, Serbin, Aug, 58
Winnsboro Autumn Trails event,

Oct, 14

F
Fall foliage, Winnsboro Autumn Trails

event, Oct, 14

Farms, organic farms, Jun, 16
Fayetteville, 19th-Century paintings

at St. John the Baptist Church,
Apr, 58

Fiesta de Amistad, Del Rio, Oct, 25
Flowers (also see Plants)

Argyle Acres iris farm, Argyle, Apr, 24
River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail,

Houston, Mar, 20
Spring wildflowers, Apr, 28

Food (also see Recipes, Restaurants)
Aunt Aggie De's Pralines, Sinton,

Nov, 62
Comfort food (Banana Pudding,

Frito Pie, King Ranch Casserole),
Jan, 12

Fried pies (in Dallas, Gainesville,
Marathon, San Antonio, Wellington),
Nov, 10

High Cotton Bakery, Brenham, Jul, 58
Lone Star Tamale Co., Lake Dallas,

Dec, 62
Organic farms, Jun, 16
Pie, Nov, 14
Tex-Mex, excerpt from The Tex-Mex

Cookbook: A History in
Recipes and Photos, Jun, 26

"30 Reasons to Love Texas Food,"
Sep, 32

Val Verde Winery, Del Rio, Dec, 12
Fort Davis

Fort Davis National Historic Site,
150th anniversary, Oct, 30

Prude Ranch, Thanksgiving getaway,
Nov, 20

Fredericksburg artists, Jan, 56
Fried pies, Nov, 10

G
Galveston

AIA SandCastle Competition, Apr, 47
Moody Gardens, Thanksgiving getaway,

Nov, 20
Photo feature, Feb, 30

George West Storyfest, Mar, 49
Grapevine, town features/highlights,

May, 14
Greenville, town features/highlights,

Oct, 52

H
Harlingen, murals, Sep, 64
Harry Ransom Humanities Research

Center, University of Texas at Austin,
Dec, 20

High Cotton Bakery, Brenham, Jul, 58
Historic structures and sites

Dallas Arts District, Mar, 58
Fayetteville's St. John the Baptist

Church, 19th-Century paintings,
Apr, 58

Fort Davis National Historic Site,
150th anniversary, Oct, 30

Historic Downtown Plano, Aug, 52
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Hueco Tanks State Historic Site,
Feb, 24

JPMorgan Chase Building (former
Gulf Building), Houston, Jan, 52

Kenedy Ranch Museum, Sarita,
Jul, 42

Lebh Shomea House of Prayer, Sarita,
Jul, 45

Old City Park, Dallas, Jul, 18
Old San Antonio City Cemeteries

Historic District, May, 60
Panna Maria, Dec, 36
River Walk, San Antonio, Feb, 14
Ropesville, 1930s resettlement

project, Feb, 46
Silent Wings Museum, Lubbock,

May, 48
Stephen F Austin State Park/San

Felipe State Historic Site, San
Felipe, Nov, 26

Veterans memorials, Nov, 52
WPA road trip, from Texarkana to

Lubbock, May, 54
Hotel ZaZa, Dallas, Jun, 60
Houston

Houston Rockets, NBA in Texas,
Dec, 26

JPMorgan Chase Building (former
Gulf Building), Jan, 52

River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail,
Mar, 20

Six Flags AstroWorld, Jun, 20
Hueco Tanks State Historic Site,

Feb, 24
Huntsville restaurants, Jul, 24

Interstate 10, 1-10 road trip, from
Orange to El Paso, Mar, 12

Irises, Argyle Acres iris farm, Argyle,
Apr, 24

J
Jazz

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival (and
other jazz fests), Apr, 18

"Jazz Mavericks of the Lone Star
State' Apr, 50

Just Passing Through/Escape to...
Aunt Aggie De's Pralines, Sinton,

Nov, 62
Big Bend towns (Lajitas, Terlingua,

and Study Butte), Feb, 58
Dallas Arts District, Mar, 58
Fayetteville's St. John the Baptist

Church, 19th-Century paintings,
Apr, 58

Fredericksburg artists, Jan, 56
Harlingen murals, Sep, 64
High Cotton Bakery, Brenham,

Jul, 58
Hotel ZaZa, Dallas, Jun, 60
Lone Star Tamale Co., Lake Dallas,

Dec, 62

Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Latin
American Art, San Antonio, Nov, 12

Old San Antonio City Cemeteries
Historic District, May, 60

San Jos6 tile (San Antonio, Dallas),
Oct, 62

Val Verde Winery, Del Rio, Dec, 12
Wendish Fest and Texas Wendish

Heritage Museum, Serbin, Aug, 58
Westcave Preserve, near Austin,

Sep, 18

K
Kenedy Ranch Museum, Sarita, Jul, 42
Kerrville

Kerrville Folk Festival, Dec, 40
Y.O. Ranch Resort Hotel, Thanksgiving

getaway, Nov, 20

L
Lajitas (and other Big Bend towns),

Feb, 58
Lake Dallas, Lone Star Tamale Co.,

Dec, 62
Lakes

Lake Amistad and Amistad National
Recreation Area, Oct, 22

Texas' Great Lakes photo feature,
Aug, 30

Lea, Tom, artist/writer, Jan, 44
Lebh Shomea House of Prayer, Sarita,

Jul, 45
Lone Star Tamale Co., Lake Dallas,

Dec, 62
"Looking Back at 2004," year-end

roundup, Dec, 48
Lubbock

Musicians and music venues, Jul, 36
Silent Wings Museum, May, 48

Luling, town features/highlights, Jun, 48

M
Matagorda County Birding Nature

Center, Bay City, Mar, 32
McAllen

G&S Groves, organic citrus farm,
Jun, 16

Town features/highlights (and
Christmas events), Dec, 14

McMahan, Sacred Harp (or shape note)
singing, Mar, 52

Medicine shows, old-time and modern-
day re-creations, Feb, 50

Medina Garden Nursery, Medina, Aug,
20

Mission, Texas Butterfly Festival,
Oct, 46

Murals, in Harlingen, Sep, 64
Museums

Harry Ransom Humanities Research
Center, University of Texas at Austin,
Dec, 20

Kenedy Ranch Museum, Sarita,
Jul, 42

Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas,
Jul, 12

Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Latin
American Art, San Antonio Museum
of Art, Nov, 12

Silent Wings Museum, Lubbock,
May, 48

Music
Denton Arts & Jazz Festival (and other

jazz fests), Apr, 18
Music series

"Hats Off to Singing Cowboys,"
Oct, 38

"Jazz Mavericks of the Lone Star
State;' Apr, 50

"Listen Up: Essential Texas
Records;' Nov, 40

"Lone Star Classics: Texas
Symphony Orchestras;' Aug, 38

"Lubbock Makes Music Not Fade
Away," Jul, 36

"Lydia Mendoza: Lark of the
Border," Feb, 38

"The Main Squeeze: Accordion
Culture," May, 40

"The Many Shades of Texas Blues;'
Jun, 38

"Sounds Across Texas: Music Fests;'
Dec, 40

"Texas Music: Noteworthy!" series
intro, Jan, 22

"30 Lone Star Music Moments;'
Sep, 52

"Two-Steppin', Toe-Tappin' Western
Swing, Mar, 38

Sacred Harp (or shape note) singing,
McMahan, Mar, 52

N
Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas, Jul, 12
Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Latin

American Art, San Antonio Museum of
Art, Nov, 12

0
Old City Park, Dallas, Jul, 18
Organic farms (in Austin, Balmorhea,

Celeste, McAllen), Jun, 16

P
Panhandle Plains road trip, from Adrian

to Zephyr, Nov, 32
Panna Maria, town history/highlights,

Dec, 36
Parks, National

Amistad National Recreation Area,
Oct, 22

Fort Davis National Historic Site,
150th anniversary, Oct, 30

Parks, State
Hueco Tanks State Historic Site, Feb,

24

Stephen F Austin State Park/San
Felipe State Historic Site, Nov, 26

Photographic features
"Bouquets for the Years;' 30 celebrat-

ed wildflowers, Apr, 28
"Events of the Season;' Dec, 32
"An Eye for the Island" (Robert

Mihovil), Feb, 30
"Go. See. Do! A Top 30 List for Texas

Travelers," Sep, 38
"The Great Lakes of Texas;' Aug, 30
"Meet Joe Smith" (J. Griffis Smith),

Aug, 46
"The Ropesville Resettlement Project"

(Arthur Rothstein), Feb, 46
"Rusty Yates, Texas' Natural World;'

May, 32
"Surf's Up! Hang Ten in Texas" (Robert

Mihovil), Jul, 28
"30 Faces of Texas" (Michael O'Brien),

Sep, 23
Pie (including cafes in Fort Worth, Hico,

Houston, Jefferson, Kress, Marble
Falls, Pampa, Round Top, San
Antonio), Nov, 14

Plano, Historic Downtown Plano, fea-
tures/highlights, Aug, 52

Plants (also see Flowers)
Chihuahuan Desert, Jan, 30
East Texas Edens (Temple-Inland

tours), Jun, 32
Fall foliage, Winnsboro Autumn Trails

event, Oct, 14
Matagorda County Birding Nature

Center, Bay City, Mar, 32
Medina Garden Nursery, Aug, 20
Organic farms, Jun, 16
River Walk, San Antonio, Feb, 14
Westcave Preserve, near Austin,

Sep, 18
Polish heritage, Panna Maria, Dec, 36
Port Aransas, Texas Sand Sculpture

Festival, Apr, 44
Port Bolivar, crabbing the North Jetty,

May, 20
Profiles (also see Music series)

Austin, Stephen F, Nov, 29
Billy the Kid, Jul, 48
Doerr, Mary, artist, May, 26
Early television figures, Jan, 38
Lea, Tom, artist/writer, Jan, 44
Medicine show performers, Feb, 50
Mendoza, Lydia, Tejano music queen,

Feb, 38
Smith, Joe, sculptor, Aug, 46
World War II glider pilots, Silent Wings

Museum, Lubbock, May, 48

R
Recipes

Frito Pie, Jan, 15
Jeff's Pineapple Meringue Pie,

Nov, 16
King Ranch Casserole, Jan, 15
Nilla Wafer Banana Pudding, Jan, 15
Shirley's Apricot Fried Pies, Nov, 11
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Tex-Mex
Amaya's Migas, Jun, 31
Bean Dip, Jun, 31
Carne con Chile, Jun, 29

El Fenix Guacamole Salad (with
Molcajete Sauce) and gua-
camole variations, Jun, 30-31

Flour Tortillas, Jun, 29
Frijoles Refritos, Jun, 29
Homemade Lard, Jun, 29
Larry's Cheese Enchiladas (with

chili gravy), Jun, 30
Spanish Sauce, Jun, 31

Records, essential Texas (music)
records, Nov, 40

Restaurants
Breakfast on San Antonio's River Walk,

Feb, 21
Dairy Queen, Aug, 26
Fried Pies, Nov, 10
Huntsville "eataway;" Jul, 24
Pie, Nov, 14
Small-town cafes, reader recommen-

dations (see Small-town cafes
for listing), Jan, 16

"30 Reasons to Love Texas Food,"
Sep, 32

River Oaks Garden Club Azalea Trail,
Houston, Mar, 20

River Walk, San Antonio (nature, history,
breakfast restaurants), Feb, 14

Road trips
1-10, from Orange to El Paso, Mar, 12
London-to-Dublin road trip, Jun, 54
Panhandle Plains, from Adrian to

Zephyr, Nov, 32
WPA road trip, from Texarkana to

Lubbock, May, 54
Rock art, Hueco Tanks State Historic

Site, Feb, 24
Rockefeller Center for Latin American

Art, San Antonio Museum of Art, Nov,
12

Ropesville, 1930s resettlement project,
Feb, 46

S
Sacred Harp (or shape note) singing,

McMahan, Mar, 52
San Antonio

Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Latin
American Art, San Antonio Museum
of Art, Nov, 12

Old San Antonio City Cemeteries
Historic District, May, 60

River Walk (nature, history, breakfast
restaurants), Feb, 14

San Antonio Spurs, NBA in Texas,
Dec, 26

San Jos6 tile, Oct, 62
Six Flags Fiesta Texas, Jun, 20
Tejano Conjunto Festival, Dec, 40

Sandcastle festivals (in Galveston,
Port Aransas, South Padre Island),
Apr, 44

San Felipe, Stephen F Austin State
Park/San Felipe State Historic Site,
Nov, 26

San Jos6 tile (San Antonio, Dallas),
Oct, 62

Sarita
Kenedy Ranch Museum, Jul, 42
Lebh Shomea House of Prayer, Jul, 45

Serbin, Wendish Fest and Texas Wendish
Heritage Museum, Aug, 58

Silent Wings Museum, Lubbock, May, 48
Singing cowboys, Oct, 38
Sinton, Aunt Aggie De's Pralines, Nov, 62
Six Flags theme parks (in Arlington,

Houston, San Antonio), Jun, 20
Small-town cafes, reader recommenda-

tions (in Alvin, Archer City, Bay City,
Boerne, Buffalo Gap, Castroville,
Cibolo, Colorado City, Edom, Elgin,
Fayetteville, Georgetown, Gruver,
Johnson City, Junction, Kress, Krum,
Lancaster, Lawn, Llano, Marathon,
Mason, Midlothian, Olney, Paint Rock,
Palacios, Richmond, Roanoke, San
Angelo, San Juan, Seabrook, Sinton,
Stephenville, Study Butte, Surfside,

Thurber, Tivoli, Tuscola, Woodsboro),
Jan, 16

Smith, Joe, artist's sculptures in
Caldwell, College Station, Aug, 46

South Congress area, Austin, Aug, 14
South Padre Island, Sandcastle Days,

Apr, 44
Stephen F Austin State Park/

San Felipe State Historic Site,
San Felipe, Nov, 26

Storytelling festivals, (in Denton, George
West, and elsewhere), Mar, 46

Study Butte (and other Big Bend towns),
Feb, 58

Surfing, Jul, 28
Symphonies (in Austin, Dallas, Fort

Worth, Houston, San Antonio, and
more), Aug, 38

T
Tamales, Lone Star Tamale Co., Lake

Dallas, Dec, 62
Tejano music, Lydia Mendoza, Feb, 38
Television, history of TV in Texas, Jan, 38
Terlingua (and other Big Bend towns),

Feb, 58
Texas Butterfly Festival, Mission, Oct, 46
Texas Crab Festival, Crystal Beach,

May, 20
Texas Highways' 30th Anniversary

"Bouquets for the Years;' 30 cele-
brated wildflowers, Apr, 28

Special issue
"Go. See. Do! A Top 30 List for

Texas Travelers;' Sep, 38
"30 Faces of Texas;' Sep, 23
"30 Lone Star Music Moments,"

Sep, 52
"30 Reasons to Love Texas Food;'

Sep, 32
"30 Things We Love About Texas;'

editors' favorites, Sep, 58
Tex-Mex food, excerpt from The Tex-Mex

Cookbook: A History in Recipes and
Photos, Jun, 26

Thanksgiving
Getaways to Canyon of the Eagles

Lodge and Nature Park, Burnet;
Moody Gardens, Galveston; Prude
Ranch, Fort Davis; Y.0. Ranch
Resort Hotel, Kerrville (and Y.0.
Ranch in Mountain Home), Nov, 20

Special events (parade in Houston;
University of Texas vs. Texas A&M
University football game; Fort
Worth's YMCA Turkey Trot), Nov, 23

Tile, San Jos6 tile, San Antonio, Oct, 62
Tyler, Caldwell Zoo, Nov, 48

U
University of Texas at Austin, Harry

Ransom Humanities Research Center,
Dec, 20

V
Val Verde Winery, Del Rio, Dec, 12
Veterans memorials (in College Station,

Gruene, Harlingen, Midland, San
Antonio, Stephenville), Nov, 52

W
Wends' heritage, Wendish Fest and Texas

Wendish Heritage Museum, Serbin,
Aug, 58

Westcave Preserve, near Austin, Sep, 18
Western Swing, Mar, 38
Where in Texas Are You? contest (South

Padre Island getaway), Sep, 77
Wildflowers (see Flowers and Plants)
Wine, Val Verde Winery, Del Rio, Dec, 12
Winnsboro Autumn Trails event, Oct, 14
World War II glider pilots, Silent Wings

Museum, Lubbock, May, 48
WPA (Works Progress Administration)

road trip, from Texarkana to Lubbock,
May, 54

Y
Year-end roundup, "Looking Back at

2004;' Dec, 48
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A ROUNDUP OF NEXT MONTH'S EVENTS

FORECAST

We provide events and telephone numbers for next
month, so that you'll have additional time to plan
your outings.

SOMETIMES DATES CHANGE after the magazine is

printed. Before you drive miles to an event, confirm the

date by calling the number listed next to the festivity or by

contacting the local chamber of commerce-

FOR DETAILS ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS, CALL 800/452-9292 toll-free
from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, any day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST.

A travel counselor at one of the state's Travel Information Centers will provide

travel information and routing assistance, send brochures, and advise you of

any emergency road conditions.
J ANU A RY 2005

SEND EVENT INFORMATION to Fun Forecast, Texas S M T W T F S
Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 1

512/486-5879. Submit information at least three 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
full months before the first of the month in which the 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
event will take place (for example, by January 1 for 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

April festivities). Space is limited, so we may not 30 31

be able to print every event. For a quarterly, more detailed schedule of events,

write for a free Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.

See www.texashighways.com for an expanded Fun Forecast with descriptions of events.

G C

6-8, 12-15
ODESSA

72nd Sandhills Indoor Rodeo
432/366-3951

7-10
FORT STOCKTON
Sheepdog Trials
432/336-8525

8-9
EL PASO

A Tour Around the World
915/872-0989

13-15
PECOS

Reeves-Loving County
Junior Livestock Show

432/445-2406

16
MARATHON

Big Bend 50 Trail Run
210/805-0845 or

432/386-4241

17
EL PASO

A Tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

915/566-2407

21-22, 28-30
ODESSA

The Unexpected Guest
432/550-5456

28-29
SANDERSON

Terrell County Fair
& Livestock Show
432/345-2798

29
MONAHANS

Butterfield Ball
432/943-2187

1
GALVESTON

Jerry Jeff Walker
409/765-1894

1-2
GALVESTON

(began Dec 1)
Moody Gardens

Festival of Lights
409/744-4673 or
800/582-4673

1-2
ROSENBERG

Fort Bend County
Antique & Collectible Market

877/840-3829

1-9
HOUSTON

(began Dec 1)
The Spitfire Grill
713/527-0123

2
CORPUS CHRISTI

Cathedral Holiday Spectacular
361/888-7444

5
SAN BENITO

Mexican Fiesta
Dinner, Show & Dance

956/399-5800

7
KINGSVILLE
Cactus Bowl

361/592-8516

7.9
ROCKPORT

Gospel Music Festival
361/790-1105

7, 14, 21, 28
SAN BENITO

Texas Country Band Dance
956/399-5800

8
GALVESTON

Showtime at The Apollo
409/765-1894

HARLINGEN
Jackson Street Market Day

956/423-4933

PEARLAND
Winterfest

281/652-1775

PORT ARTHUR
Krewe of Neptune

"12th Night"
Mardi Gras Party
409/962-0612

WEST COLUMBIA
Brazoria County Bluegrass

979/265-4757

IEXAS
H I G H W A Y S

READER SERVICE
GUIDE TO ADVERTISERS

(Reader service numbers are in red.)

1. Boerne, Texas, pg. 61

2. Choice Hotels, pg. 6

3. Cleburne Chamber of Commerce, pg. 64

4. Cooper's Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que, pg. 11

5. Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 5

6. Galveston Island Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 13

7. George Boutwell's Texas Collection, pg. 59

8. Georgetown Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 59

9. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 5

10. Gonzales, Texas, pg. 62

11. Granbury Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 5

12. Greater Houston Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 3

13. The Greenville Chamber of Commerce &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 61

14. Harlingen Chamber Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 60

15. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 7

16. La Quinta Inns & Suites, pg. 11

17. Lubbock Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 60

18. Mesquite Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 5

19. Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce,
pg. 62

20. Texas Hill Country River Region, pg. 10

21. Texas Historical Commission, pg. 4

22. Texas Lakes Trail Region, pg. 5

23. Texas State Parks, pg. 8

24. The Victorian Condo-Hotel, pg. 56

25. Waxahachie Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 5
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Order from our line of Texas-
themed products. We offer unique,
well-made products that reflect
the Lone Star State ... and your
good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

VISA * MasterCard * Discover
* American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

D Check or money order enclosed
(payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: Q VISA Q MasterCard
[ Discover Q American Express

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

item # Size Description Piy Price $ Total

Product Total

Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).
TOTAL

Product order
must include
payment.
Credit card
orders are
also accepted
by phone.

4M4P

Please print

Name

Address

City

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name -- _

Street Address

State Zip

Daytime Phone Number ( )
(In case we Save ay questions regarding your order.)

city
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It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:

1. Fill out the order form on the reverse side.

2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 51564

Boulder, CO 80322-1564

P-
=O
=
a

Co

EM
=
a

111111



THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

T GW A Y Great Gift Ideas
Texas Highways
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Months of Texas Wildflowers!

Size: 13 1/2" x 10 3/4"

Opens to: 131/2" x 211/2"
Texas Highways Subscriptions #33141... $11.95

The Perfect Gift
Treat friends and family to a gift they'll truly enjoy. We'll send
a holiday card directly to each recipient on your list. After that,
each month's issue will arrive with a special flyer announcing
the magazine as a gift from you.

A subscription includes 12 months of Texas' award-winning, Merry Christm
official travel magazine plusthe Texas Highways Travel Discount y'all Ornamen
Card .. . good for travel discounts throughout the state.

Hand-painted glass with
First U.S. order (a gift or your renewal). . $17.50 glitter accents, made in
Additional U.S. gift subscriptions.....$15.50 each Texas, diameter: 2 1/b"

International subscriptions.....$25.50 each #39104.. .. $14.50

Food Lovers' Guide to Texas
Best Local Specialties, Shops, Recipes, Restaurants,
and More! 2003, 249 pages, 5 3/4" x 6 3/4", black
& white, paperback

#36131.......$14.95

Keep Texas
Beautiful Ornament

3-dimensional metal ornament, finished
in 24K gold, made in the U.S.A.,
diameter: 3 1/,"

#39400.......$18.00
I

Best of Texas Ornament
Handmade and painted ceramic,

made in U.S.A., approximate size: 4" x 2"

#39302.......$15.00

IM la u 
,,

. ,,,

ir' r z ,. c

e

rd

as

t

Up to $15.00.....................$5.50 $V.10.01 to $135.00................$14.25
$15.01 to $25.00 ............. $6.50 $.35.01 to $160.00................$16.75
$25.01 to $50.00.............$8.50 $-30.01 to $200.00................$18.00
$50.01 to $80.00...........$10.50 $2J0.01 and over .................... $20.00
$80.01 to $110.00.........$12.25

Shipping prices are per each address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular U.S.
delivery. Add $10.00 for Express Handling (del very within 3 business days after
receipt of your order). Express handling is not available for P.O. Boxes outside the
continental U.S.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES TAX
For all deliveries in Texas, please add 8.25% sales tax to total order (products + S&H).

12

SA Texas Highways
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2-4
5-9
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More Great Gift Ideas
Texas is a State
of Mind T-shirt

100% Heavyweight, preshrunk

cotton, dusky blue embossed
in red and white, machine-

wash inside out.

Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Texas Beauties Coffee M~
Hand-painted stoneware, made in Tex

ml rowave and dishwasher safe, holds 13

#8 #37112..... ...$12.95 eac

enGraTes Exploring the Grea
sta BrdngTril Coastal Birding Tra1
ghb~soa~rna- 2003, 140 pages, 6"x9", ma

driving directions and conta
information, listings of notab

species, accommodations, natu e
centers and festivals, indexed by
subject, paperback

#36133.......$13.95 each

R ound Up
A Texas Numbers Book

Introduce children to simple math concepts
with this delightfully illustrated book A Salute

2003 , 40 pages, 1161/2 x 9 1/4"T
fullcoli illustrations, hardcover. Ages: 4-8

#36134..... .. $16.95

i " I )

Vintage Texas Coffee Mug
Ceramic, microwave and dishwasher safe,

holds 15 ounces

#37118.......$9.95 each

S TEJAS

lug
as,

ounces

- TEXR .

Trc

Looking for Texas Puzzle
Featu-ing signs from 200 Texas counties

1,000 pieces, 24" x 30" finished size

#37117.......$16.95 each

o the Heroes of
as Swing

This CD bridges three generatio+
of musicians by bringing togeth

legends of Texas swing wits
younger artists

Music CD, 15 songs

#37116......$15.00

A Texas Highways
T"exchtisive item 5M41. v r c y



10
HARLINGEN

Montana
Mandolin Society
956/748-3020

11
SAN BENITO

Welcome Winter Texan
Reception

956/399-5800

12
COMBES

The Lone Star Jubilee
903/436-5410

CORPUS CHRISTI
Cats

800/714-5331

13-16
SAN BENITO

South Texas Youth
Stock Show

956/361-9120

14
BROWNSVILLE

Love You, You're Perfect,
Now Change

956/983-7945

HOUSTON
Brazilian

Guitar Quartet
713/227-4772

14-15
SAN BENITO

Barbecue Shootout
956/778-8555

14-16
GALVESTON

The Oak Ridge Boys
409/765-1894

15
LA PORTE

Hard Hat Tour
Aboard

the Battleship Texas
281/479-2431

PORT ARANSAS
Garden Club
Homes Tour

361/749-3532

16
HOUSTON

HP Houston Marathon
713/957-3453

18
HARLINGEN

Smokey Joe's Cafe
956/430-6690

21
VICTORIA

Country Opry
361/552-9347

2 1-22
GALVESTON

Smokey Joe's Cafe
409/765-1894

21-23
HARLINGEN

Antique Show
956/428-2305

21, 23, 26, 29
HOUSTON
II Trovatore

713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

21-23, 28-30
HARLINGEN

Barefoot in the Park
956/412-7529

22
HOUSTON

Heather & Thistle
Robert Burns
Supper & Ball

713/782-6707

Tania Libertad
713/227-4772

22
PORT ARTHUR

Janis Joplin's Birthday
Concert & Dance
409/722-3699

27-30
HOUSTON

Houston Sportsman's Show
281/356-1651

27, 29, 31, FEB 3-5
HOUSTON

Luisa Miller
713/861-5303

27-FEB 13
HOUSTON

Anything Goes
713/558-8887 or

888/558-3882

28-30
HOUSTON

Parrot Festival
713/557-BIRD

28-FEB 8
GALVESTON

Mardi Gras! Galveston
409/797-5164

28, 30, FEB 5, 8, 11, 13
HOUSTON

Idomeneo, King of Crete
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

29
HARLINGEN

Crazy For You
956/430-6690

HOUSTON
Les Ballets Trockadero

de Monte Carlo
713/227-4772

30
CLEAR LAKE AREA
Epicurean Evening
281/488-7676

VICTORIA
St. Joseph High

Festival
361/573-2446

31
PORT ARANSAS

Dine Around
800/452-6278

1
AUSTIN

(began Dec 1)
Esther's Follies
Christmas Show
512/320-0553

Red-Eye Regatta
512/266-1336

1
FREDERICKSBURG

(began Dec 1)
Hill Country

Regional Lighting Trail
830/997-8515 or

866/839-3378

(began Dec 31)
Memorial Walk &

First Walk of 2005
(10-K/5-K)

830/997-8056

KYLE
Polar Bear Swim
512/268-5341

WIMBERLEY
(began Dec 1)

Creekside Christmas
Hill Country

Trail of Lights
512/847-2201

(began Dec 1)
EmilyAnn

Trail of Lights
512/847-6969

1-2
AUSTIN

(began Dec 2)
Rockin'

Christmas Party
512/476-0541

(began Dec 1)
The Santaland Diaries

512/476-0541

MARBLE FALLS
(began Dec 1)

Walkway of Lights
830/693-2815

isover the eso

24th Annual Christ
December 4

on the Historic

1-2
NEW BRAUNFELS
(began Dec 1)
Santa's Ranch

Christmas Lights
Park

830/743-1293

1-5
AUSTIN

(began Dec 28)
A Tuna Christmas
512/469-SHOW

7-8
MASON

Junior Livestock Show
325/347-5853

8
HARPER

Stock Show
830/864-5656

8-16
AUSTIN
Elektra

512/472-5992

13-15
GOLDTHWAITE
Mills County

Youth Fair & Rodeo
325/648-3619

14
FREDERICKSBURG

Fredericksburg
Saturday Night:

American Music in the
Texas Hill Country
830/997-2835

SEPTEMBER 2005

27 20... 20.- 20 .

George Bout-well's
2005 TEXAS Drive-Tn
Restaurant CAENAR
My 2005 Calendar features twelve of
my Watercolors of Classic Texas
Drive-In Restaurants that are still in
business! This Calendar measures
15"x 20". It's printed on Heavy Acid
Free Paper (Suitable for Framing)
and wire bound with lots of room to
write notes. Order Yours Today!

$10 each +Tax & $2.50 Shipping or

order more for less! (16-30 $9 ea.)
(31-75 $8 ea.) (76-150 $7 ea.) (151-300 $6ea.)
(over 300 $5 ea.) Order 40 or more and
you can have your business name or
message printed at the bottom for FREE!

Call us Toll Free! 1-800-243-4316
between 9AM & 5PM Weekdays.

George Boutwell,
3083 Hiway 6, Clifton, Tx 76634
Fax 1-254-675-6674
WEBSITE: "vw.gboutwell.com

Austin's
"Dirty's"

- Waco's"H-ealthi -
Camp"

Austin's
T 

"~Top Notchn,

- "Frosty"
Dallas"Prno 

1

ofHamburgers"

San Antonio's

mas Stro Bun-NBarre
Odessa's

th0
Wichita Falls'

Square ~,"Bar-L' ~~

1-800-436-8696

www.visitgeorgetown .com

Beaumont' s
"Pig Stand"

Weatherford's
"Malt Shop"

-;Big Sprin 's!

1'"4" a Corpus Chnisis
"Snapkas
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Fun FORECAST January

-Wineries
3 Award Winnirg Wineries

LI

-Windmills
,wwwind powert itc m. p ra o a

Over 100 Historic Windmills

-Wings
Silent Wings Museum

Story of WWII Glider Pilots

0
C
k

800692.4035
lubblocklegcnds.com
f ~ or your free Intonnation

N( *

14
OZONA

Crockett County
4-H Livestock Show

325/392-2721

14-15
BOERNE

Kendall County
Junior Livestock Show

830/249-2948

14-16
FREDERICKSBURG

Trade Days
830/990-4900 or

210/846-4094

Windows on Texas
Music Festival

830/997-2197

15
CASTROVILLE

Kid Fish
830/931-2133

15-16
FREDERICKSBURG

Gem & Mineral Show
830/669-2639

17-21
NEW BRAUNFELS

Missoula Children's Theatre
Pinocchio

830/620-4247

21
AUSTIN

Jerry Jeff Walker
512/329-6753

22
BLANCO

Market Day
830/833-0260

23
AUSTIN

Ballet Internationale
512/329-6753

KERRVILLE
Performing Arts Society

830/257-8452

27-29
UVALDE

Uvalde County
Junior Livestock Show

830/278-6661

29
BLANCO

Cowboy Breakfast
830/833-5511

30
AUSTIN

A. Mozart Fest/
Mozart Birthday Celebration

Concert
512/371-7217 or

866/468-7621

Judy Collins
512/329-6753

1
CHILDRESS

(began Dec 1)
Festival of Lights in Fair Park

940/937-2567

SAN ANGELO
New Year's Cookoff

325/656-8258

WICHITA FALLS
(began Dec 3)

Fantasy of Lights Display
940/397-4352

4-8
SWEETWATER

Nolan County Livestock Show
325/235-5488

7-8, 14-15, 21-22
AMARILLO

Winter Night Ceremonials
806/335-3175

8
AB ILEN E

Philharmonic Concert
325/677-6710 or
800/460-0610

8-9
ABILENE

New Era Antique Show
325/676-6211

11-22
LUBBOCK

Model Windmill Display
806/747-8734

13
ABILENE
Artwalk

325/677-8389

13-23
AMARILLO

Five Guys Named Moe
806/355-9991

14
SAN ANGELO

Cactus Jazz Series
325/653-6793

14-15
LUBBOCK

Lubbock Symphony Orchestra
806/762-1688

15
MINERAL WELLS

Cross Timbers
Cowboy Campfire Poetry

940/328-1171

15-16
AMARILLO

50th Panhandle
Boat, Sports & Travel Show

806/622-1143

SWEETWATER
Calf Roping

325/235-5488

16
SAN ANGELO

Chamber Music Concert
325/653-3333

17
ABILENE

Martin Luther King Dinner
325/676-0138

21-23
ABILENE

Big Country
Outdoor Sports & Vacation

Show
325/676-6211

or 675-6885

SAN ANGELO
National Cutting Horse Series

325/653-7785

22
AMARILLO

Harrington String Quartet
806/376-8782

JACKSBORO
Braschler's

Country Music Show
940/567-2779

25-26
AMARILLO

Say Goodnight, Gracie
806/378-3096

28-29
QUANAH

Hardeman County
Livestock Show
940/663-6301

28-30
ABILENE

World of Wheels
325/676-6211

SWEETWATER
Cutting Horse Show

325/235-5488

29
AMARILLO

The Rainforest
806/378-3096

WICHITA FALLS
Kiwanis Pancake Festival

940/716-5500

1
JEFFERSON

(began Dec 1)
Holiday Trail of Lights
903/665-2672 or
888/467-3529

NEW BOSTON
Market Trade Day
903/628-2581

1-3
TEXARKANA

(began Dec 1)
Twice as Bright

Festival of Lights
870/774-2120

8
KIRBYVILLE

Texas Country Music
Show

409/423-5744

14-16
LIVINGSTON
Trade Days

936/327-3656

TYLER
Market Center

Trade Days
903/595-2223

21-23
CONROE

Windblown
936/760-4608

or 788-5652

JEFFERSON
Quilt Show

903/665-2672

22-23
CONROE

Texas Treasure Hunt
Antique Show
281/548-6679

23
TEXARKANA

Christopher Parkening/
Jubilant Sykes
903/792-4992

28-30
LONGVIEW
East Texas

Boat, RV & Camping Expo
903/237-4000

NACOGDOCHES
Guys & Dolls

936/564-8300

30
MONTGOMERY

Texas A&M
Singing Cadets
936/441-7469

or 760-2787

1
ATHENS

(began Dec 1)
Christmas Park
Land of Lights

903/675-7469

CORSICANA
Opry

903/872-8226

DALLAS
SBC Cotton Bowl Classic

214/634-7525

GLEN ROSE
(began Dec 30)

Team Roping
903/677-3757

PEARL
Bluegrass Music
254/865-6013

PLANO
The Brandenburg

Concertos
214/320-8700

1-2
ARLINGTON
(began Dec 1)

Holiday in the Park
817/530-6000

CUERO
(began Dec 1)

Christimas in the Park
361/275-8178

RICHARDSON
(began Dec 31)

Smokey Joe's Cafe
972/744-4650

WEATHERFORD
(began Dec 31)

Trade Days
817/598-4351

1-3
COLLEGE STATION
(began Dec 1)

Santa's Wonderland
979/690-7212

GRAPEVINE
(began Dec 1)

Lone Star Christmas
817/778-1145

1-9
FORT HOOD
(began Dec 1)

Nature in Lights
254/287-2523
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On Sunday, January 30, at Austin's First Baptist Church (901 Trinity),
A. Mozart Fest celebrates the composer's birthday with a program of 3
concertos featuring pianist Anton Nel and flautist Jacqueline Hofto.

4-9
DALLAS

Oklahoma!
214/421-5678

6
BONHAM

Sam Rayburn
Birthday Celebration
903/583-2455

6-9
DALLAS

Violinist Sarah Chang
with the

Dallas Symphony
Orchestra

214/692-0203

7, 9
FORT WORTH
Little Women

817/212-4280

7, 9, 12, 15
DALLAS

Luisa Miller
214/443-1000

8
FORT WORTH

Lily Tomlin
817/665-6000

GRAND PRAIRIE
Polar Bear Swim
972/263-8174

8-9
BELTON

Bell County
Antique & Collectible

Fair
877/840-3829

BRENHAM
Antiques Show

979/251-9455 or
888/273-6426

13
ARLINGTON

Symphony Arlington
Concert

at UTA's Rosebud Theatre
817/385-0484

13-15
DALLAS

Violinist Leila Josefowicz
with the

Dallas Symphony
Orchest-a

214/692-0203

13-FEB 6
ARLINGTON

Driving Miss Daisy
817/275-7661

14
RICHARDSON
MacHomer

972/744-4650

14-16
FORT WORTH

Fort Worth
Symphony Ochestra

817/665-3000

14-FEB 6
FORT WORTH

Southwestern Exposition
Livestock Show

& Rodeo
817/877-2400

15
GREENVILLE

Native American
Powwow

903/457-2550

SMITHVILLE
Opry Night

512/237-2313

15-16
PLANO

Train Show
972/733-4998

16
DALLAS

Chamber Music
at the Nasher

214/692-0203

17
SEGUIN

MLK Walk
830/401-2448

20-23
DALLAS

Pianist Jon Nakamatsu
with the

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

20-FEB 13
ADDISON

A Country Life
972/450-6232

22
ROUND TOP

Chiara String Quartet
979/249-3129

WAXAHACHIE
UNT One O'Clock Lab Band

972/938-8965

23
RICHARDSON

Ferdinand the Bull
972/744-4650

24
DALLAS

Dallas Chamber Music Society
Concert

972/392-3267

FORT WORTH
The Chieftains
817/212-4280

25
DALLAS

The Virtuoso Harpsichord
214/320-8700

25-30
DALLAS

The Ten Tenors
214/421-5678

27
RICHARDSON

Aida
972/744-4650 or

800/776-7469

28-29
DALLAS

Dance Cuba
214/528-5576

28-30
DALLAS

Tommy Tune &
The Manhattan Rhythm Kings

214/692-0203

28, 30, FEB 2, 5
DALLAS

Madame Butterfly
214/443-1000

29-30
BELTON

Sami Arts & Crafts Show
888/441-7133

31
FORT WORTH

Carnivale 2005 with
Angelique Kidjo &

the Neville Brothers
817/212-4280

1-10
ALICE

(began Dec 1)
Alice Wonderland of Lights

361/664-3454

2
SAN ANTONIO
Fiesta de los

Tres Reyes Magos/
Three Kings Day Celebration

210/271-3151

4
THREE RIVERS
Brush Country

Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

13-15
CARRIZO SPRINGS

Dimmit County 4-H & FFA
Junior Livestock Show

830/876-5205

EAGLE PASS
Maverick County

Junior Livestock Show
830/773-5064

13-16
SAN ANTONIO

Mud Festival
210/227-4262

21-22
McALLEN

Rio Grande Valley
Woodcarvers Show

956/581-2448
or 702-3834

24-30
MERCEDES

Rally on the Rio
Woodcarving Seminar

956/686-3942

27-29
MISSION

Texas Citrus Fiesta
956/585-9724

28-29
PEARSALL
Frio County

Junior Livestock Show
830/334-2116

29-FEB 20
LAREDO
108th

Washington's Birthday
Celebration

956/722-0589

Indulge
yourself
this Holiday Season

in the Hill Country's

great year-round

attraction

B1 ERRNE v A R CENTER
126 ROSEWOOD - BOERNE. TX - 888.842.8080

boerne.org

WWWgreenvlleChamber.COM
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LONE STAR TAMALE COMPANY

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD Get 'Em While They're Hot!
IN THE DOORWAtY of an unassuming building on Main

Street in Lake Dallas, David Owen, a.k.a. "The Tamale

Man," wipes the perspiration from his freckled brow. The

heat in the kitchen of Lone Star Tamale Co. pushes the

thermometer to the triple digits-a combination of the sul-

try North Texas summer and the steam cooking the

tamales that have lured Tex-Mex connoisseurs from as far

away as Alaska.

David and his wife, Ruth Olive "R.O."
Owen, a pair of self-described soul mates,
have been selling tamales from their

storefront, halfway between City Hall

and the local Ace Hardware store, since

the winter of 2000. It all started in 1994

when R.O. entered her tamales in a con-

test at the State Fair of Texas. She took

home a first-place ribbon and an inkling

that her tamales might be worth selling.

At first, the Owens

set aside one night

each week to fill

orders. R.O. and

daughter Aubrey

prepared the meat

and masa in the
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in downtown Lake Dallas.

kitchen and rolled the tamales on the

dining-room table. David was in charge

of making deliveries. Soon, the Owens

PETrade Paysaturd y Only

f. t erc~i~ Tours
,W aStrs o - 808-61- 095

www.qoIMza estxas.co1m 1-58-672-1 095

Celebration
of Whooping
Cranes and-
Other Birds

Feb. 25-27, 2005

T .

800-45-COAST * www.portaransas.org

couldn't keep up with demand, and

David said, "Enough." They were either

going to do it right or not do it at all, so

they leased a shop on Main Street.

Notwithstanding several setbacks and

false starts, there has been a steady line

of customers ever since. They come from

all over North Texas and beyond, tak-

ing the Owens' tamales to church events

and poker parties alike. Word of mouth

has built a clientele so loyal that David

and R.O. rarely have any tamales left

at the end of the day. In fact, they've

been known to sell out within an hour

of opening.

David and R.O. cook the meat, mix

the masa, and roll the tamales in corn-

husks themselves, all in the confines of a

tiny shop adorned with one of R.O.'s

many photo collages (also blue-ribbon

winners at the State Fair) and all things

Texas, from cowboy-themed art to

strings of chile-pepper lights.

Even during the summer months,

when tamale sales typically lag (they're

traditionally eaten most around the

Christmas and New Year's holidays), the

Owens can't make enough. With Lone

Star's business and reputation continuing

to grow, David and R.O. are considering

expanding once again.
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I he Lake Ualla bubieii beIl iowly ueei tmlllde, a ombi

nation of sirloin chuck, round steak. tomatoes. and seasonings

many loyal customers like Liz Bevil e, shown nme mt
up several dozen tamales for a church suppe

The Owens estimate that :hey've made
more than 54,000 dozen-that's 648,000

-tamales since R.O. won that 1994

blue ribbon. In that time, they've
tweaked the recipe

to perfection. They LONE STAR TAMALE CO.

sell only beef tama- Lake Callas. From Dallas,

les, a combination on 1-35E to Lake Dallas, a

of sirloin, chuck, Exit 457A. Turn right on S.

round steak, to- and right on Main St. Hou
or earlier if tamales sell o

mates, and sea- Tamale Co., Box 1142, La
sonings. The spicy 940/497-2555.
smell lingers in

the small shop, enticing customers as

they enter.
I found myself drawn to that mouth-

watering aroma for the first time in the
fall of 2002. Having grown up in San
Antonio, I was raised on some of the best
Tex-Mex the state has to offer. One bite
of a Lone Star tamale sent me reeling

back toward memories of old San
Antone. The Owens' flavorful masa is

never dry, and there's just enough

spice in the meat to give the ta-

males a bit of heat.

On Fridays and Saturdays-

n the only days Lone Star Tamale

is open-the Owens greet cus-

tomers with broad smiles and

Southern charm. There are no

menus, tables, or wait staff-

only David and R.O. at the end

of a short entryway, standing

behind a small counter. The shop

opens from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
unless the tamales sell out soon-

er. The couple recommends call-

ing ahead to ensure your order

can be filled.
You can buy tamales by the

dozen ($6.50), either freshly

steamed or frozen, and on Satur-

days, you can also pick up home-

made chicken tortilla soup, anoth-

er manifestation of R.O.'s talent in

the kitchen. (Available year round,
the soup costs $2 for a single serv-

ing or $12 for a half-gallon.)

Michele Tyson, a food scientist

who works in Dallas, has been a

faithful customer ever since she tried

the tamales at a church function a cou-

ple of years ago. Since then, she has shared

dozens with coworkers and served them

is at 218 Main St. in
drive north
nd take
Denton Dr.,
rs: Fri-Sat 11-6,
ut. Write to Lone Star
ke Dallas 75065;

to friends and fam-

ily. "I haven't found

any better," she

says, oohing over

the tantalizing blend

of seasonings and

the quality of the

masa and meat. "I

love them."

Sue Brockett, another regular, says she

learned about Lone Star Tamales from her

boyfriend, who tried them at a poker

party. "They're wonderful. There's just

not anything else like 'em," she says. "We

came down from Denton and got some,
and we've been coming back ever since."

JOSH BAUGH writes for the Denton Record-Chronicle.
This is his first article for Texas Highways.

100% Texas Woman!
1000's being worn with pride!

In Sterling, 14 karat Gold
or Diamonds.

Priced from $30.00

Lone Star Cut Blue Topaz
The Official State Stone of Texas

Pendants, Rings,
Earrings or Loose

Priced from $230.00

From our Collection of
Unique Designs for

Your Texas Lifestyle!

jrreIK. omA/
Texas Rocks, Texas Style

550 Eastchase Pkwy #600-11
Fort Worth Texas 76120

888.655.4367
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TIMELY TRAVEL TIDBITS &
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

THOSE WERE THE DAYS
FOR A STIRRING, NOSTALGIC LOOK AT
holidays past, plan to attend the 26th Annual
Candlelight at the Ranch celebration at the
National Ranching Heritage Center, on the
campus of Texas Tech University in Lubbock.

Held on December 10-11 from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m., the event includes volunteers
dressed in period costumes who re-create
Yuletide activities of a bygone era. Lanterns,
candles, campfires, and luminarias light the
center's grounds with a festive glow as carolers
and storytellers capture the old-fashioned sim-
plicity of holidays celebrated by cowboys and
ranching families of the Old West.

When you attend the festivities, be sure to
join in, or at least watch, traditional ranch
dances at the center's new Pitchfork Ranch
Pavilion, a splendid all-weather, cedar-lodge-
type facility that accommodates some of the
NRHC's special events, meetings, dinners, and
dances. Opened in September, the pavilion is a
gift of the board of directors of the Pitchfork
Land & Cattle Co. and honors the 121-year-old
ranch headquartered at Guthrie.

You can visit the 30-acre National Ranching
Heritage Center throughout the year. Es-
tablished in 1976, the center comprises more
than 36 authentic structures from some of the
West's most famed ranches, including the
6666, the Matador, and the JA. The buildings
and structures, which include dugouts, barns,
windmills, and ranch headquarters, reflect
ranch life from the late 1700s through the early
1900s. Call 806/742-0498, or visit www.
nrhc.ttu.edu.

Luminarias blaze a path to the 1909 Barton
House during the National Ranching Heritage
Center's annual Candlelight at the Ranch.

HOUSTON, HOLIDAY-STYLE
TO MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS ANY OF
Houston's holiday splendor this December,
join Discover Houston Tours' guided daytime
tour, "Holiday Tunnels, Trolleys & Trains, 0' My!"
(held Mon-Fri), and the "Holiday Lights Walks"
(nightly) and "Jingle Jaunts" (the latter for
groups of 15 or more only).

The tours can include leisurely two- and three-
iour strolls, as well as rides aboard the Metro
-rolley and MetroRail. Depending on which tour

you choose, you can view downtown Houston
-rom a sky lobby, enjoy a photo op at the
Christmas tree in Hermann Square Park, shop,
meet Sandra Claus and her elves, and explore
the city's intriguing downtown tunnel system.

Fees range from $10 and $15 for adults to
$5 and $8 for children, with additional charges
for MetroRail rides. For reservations and other
information, call 713/222-9255; www.discover
houstontours.com.

Readers Recommend...
I HAVE EATEN fried catfish at many res-
taurants, but none better than at Keller's
Kitchen in Goldthwaite. Do yourself a favor
and stop by Keller's!

FOSTER MADELEY, Conroe

Keller's Kitchen is at 707 Fisher St.;
325/648-3655.

WHENEVER we're in the area north of San
Antonio, my family and I stop by Honey
Creek Cafe, Bar & Grill, on Texas 46. They
serve great patty melts, chicken-fried steak,
and big onion rings. In addition, they pro-
vide friendly service and live music 6:30-
8 on Friday and Saturday nights.

GLYNN WILSON, Marble Falls

Honey Creek Cafe, Bar & Grill is at 25089
Texas 46 West, 5 miles west of US 281;
830/438-3190.

CHECK OUT a restaurant/convenience
store called the Dinersaurus at Rainbow,
near Glen Rose. They sell meals, fuel, and
dinosaur-themed souvenir trinkets.

ELAINE UNDERWOOD, Prosper

Dinersaurus is at 4952-A US 67 East;
254/898-1630.

MY FAVORITE place in San Angelo to eat
authentic Mexican food is La Esperanza
Restaurant. Their fajita quesadillas melt in
your mouth, and the spicy tacos al pastor
are a specialty.

MARY ELIZABETH GAMBLE, San Angelo

La Esperanza Restaurant is at 322 E. 19th
St.; 325/655-5444.

IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR AT-

TRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT,

WRITE OR EMAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways,
Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texas
highways.com. Space constraints prevent us from publish-
ing every suggestion we receive. We reserve the right to
edit items. Because we're unable to check out every item
in "Readers Recommend," and details can change, please
call ahead for more information. For more TexCetera
items, see "Travel News" on our Web site: www.
texashighways.com.

Next month....Prepare your taste
buds for the San Antonio Rodeo Cowboy
Breakfast, as well as a visit with some top
Texas chefs. Make a date with the great
outdoors, guided by our story on Nature
Conservancy events, and see amazing
paintings, from ancient rock art to post
office murals.
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BURNE '
ELEVATION 12.94

; -l -- - - -.

FRED HIGHT

A WEARY SANTA, Wayne Richey of Marble Falls, takes a welcome creak, sitting on
a bench in Burnet, waiting to make the return trip to Cedar Park on tie Hill Country Flyer.

Visit www.austinsteamtrain.org to learn more about the Flyer's schedule.
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