
"CONSERVIN WATER FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS"

PGCD Announces Scholarship Winners

Kati Adams
1st Place Winner

Hedley High School

Meghan Collier
3rd Place Winner

White Deer High School

Yesenia Soria
2nd Place Winner

Pampa High School
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water Conservation District

(PGCD) established a scholarship

program for graduating seniors

throughout the District. The ap-

plicants are required to write a

500-1,000 word essay on a topic

chosen by PGCD and to enroll as

a full-time student at the college

of their choice the fall semester

immediately following selection.

Also, they are to maintain at least

a 2.5 college GPA. A committee

of four board members and a staff

member select the winners. The

student awarded first place re-

ceives a $4,000 scholarship, sec-

ond place receives $3,000, and

scholarship total is paid out over

four years.

PGCD's topic this year was

"Due to continuing drought

conditions in many parts of the

state and a growing population,

Texas is considering alternative

water sources such as Aquifer

Storage and Recovery (ASR)

and use of Brackish Groundwa-

ter. In your opinion, what

would the advantages and dis-

advantages be to the use of ASR

and Brackish Groundwater?"

PGCD had seventeen applicants

this year and is proud to an-

nounce Kati Adams, Yesenia

top three winners of PGCD's

scholarship.

Kati Adams, daughter of Lon

and Nicki Adams of Hedley, is
our first place winner. Kati gradu-

ated first out of her class of seven

from Hedley High School with a

/.0 GPA. She will be attending

Clarendon College in the fall and

majoring in Agriculture.

Yesenia Soria, daughter of

Gerardo and Maria Soria of Pam-

pa, received second place. Yese-

nia graduated second out of two

hundred twenty-eight from Pam-

pa High School with a 4.0 GPA.

Winners Continued on Page 3
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PGCD Welcomes New
Board Member, Joy Shadid

Panhandle Groundwater Con-

servation District (PGCD) wel-

comes new board member, Joy

Shadid. Joy was sworn in during

the May 15 meeting and will rep-

resent District Precinct 2. She

lives in Panhandle with husband,

Corby, and son, Will. Joy will be
taking the place of retired board

member Billy Van Crawford who

spent 13 years serving on PGCD's

Board of Directors.

Regarding the election sched-

uled for May 9, all candidates were unopposed, so the election

was cancelled in accordance with the Texas Election Code, Sec-

tion 2.053(a). Board members reelected were:

Charles Bowers- Director, Precinct 4

Jim Thompson - Director, Precinct 6

Danny Hardcastle - Director, Precinct 8
Charles Bowers has been serving for 25 years, Jim Thomp-

son for 21 years, and Danny Hardcastle for 18 years on PGCD's

Board.

Officers for the coming term were also elected at the meet-

ing:

President - Danny Hardcastle

Vice-President - Phillip Smith

Secretary - Chancy Cruse

(The full board is listed on the back page.)
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Carson County Judge Dan Looten swears in recently elected
Board Members (from left to right) Jim Thompson, Charles

Bowers, Joy Shadid, and Danny Hardcastle.

2015 Legislative Update
The Manager and staff monitored some 150 bills through-

out the 84 .h Legislative Session that could have affected the op-

erations of Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District. The

list below contains the top 20 that actually passed and a short

list of the important bills that did not pass.

If you want further information on any of the Bills that

were considerec in this Legislative Session go to http://

www.capi:ol.state.tx.us/ and enter the bill number it will give all

the information en that bill.

HB 30 Introduced by Lyle Larson (R) and Charles Perry

(F)(R)- Relating :o the development of brackish groundwater.

Bill History: 6-1-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 40 Intrcduced by Drew Darby (R) and Troy Fraser (R)

- Relating to the express preemption of regulation of oil and gas

operations and the exclusive jurisdiction of those operations by

the state. Bill History: 5-18-15 G Earliest effective date

HB 163 Introduced by Lyle Larson (R) and Charles Perry
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(F)(R) - Relating to interstate cooperation to address regional

water issues. Bill History: 5-25-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 200 Introduced by Jim Keffer (R) and Charles Perry (F)
(R) - Relating to the regulation of groundwater. Bill History:

6-1-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 655 Introduced by Lyle Larson (R) and Charles Perry

(F)(R) Relating to the storage and recovery of water in aquifers.

Bill History: 5-25-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 685 Introduced by Kenneth Sheets (R) and Kelly Hand-

cock (R) - Relating to the production of public information

available on the website of a political subdivision of this state.

Bill History: 5-27-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 928 Introduced by Ryan Guillen (D) and Chuy Hino-

josa (D) - Relating to state and local planning for and responses

to drought. Failed to Pass

HB 930 Introduced by Doug Miller (R) and Charles Perry
(F)(R) - Relating to water well drillers and pump installers. Bill

History: 5-30-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 950 Introduced by Eddie Lucio III (D) and Charles Per-

ry (F)(R) - Relating to the review of groundwater conservation

districts by the state auditor. Failed to pass

HB 1221 Introduced by Eddie Lucio III (D) and Craig Estes
(R) - Relation to seller's disclosures in connection with residen-

tial real property subject to groundwater regulation. Bill Histo-

ry: 5-25-15 G Sent to the Governor

HB 1232 Introduced by Eddie Lucio III (D) and Craig Estes
(R) - Relating to a study done by the Texas Water Development

Board regarding the mapping of groundwater in confined and

unconfined aquifers. Bill History: 5-28-15 G Earliest effective

date

HB 2179 Introduced by Eddie Lucio III (D) and Charles
Perry (F)(R) - Relating to hearings that concern the issuance of

permits by a groundwater conservation district. Bill History: 5

-29-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 2647 Introduced by Trenton Ashby (R) and Craig Estes

(R) - Relating to a limitation on the authority to curtail ground-

water production from wells used for power generation or min-

ing. Bill History: 5-29-15 G Sent to Governor

HB 2767 Introduced by Jim Keffer (R) and Charles Perry

(F)(R) - Relating to the powers, duties, and administration of

groundwater conservation districts. Bill History: 5-22-15 G

Sent to Governor

HB 3163 Introduced by John Cyrier (F)(R) and Kirk Wat-

son (D) - Relating to filing suit agains board members of

groundwater conservation districts. Bill History: 6-1-15 G Sent

to Governor

HB 3357 Introduced by Eddie Lucio III (D) and Kevin El-
tife (R) - Relating to permitted methods for certain political sub-

divisions to post notice of a meeting. Bill History: 5-29-15 G

Sent to Governor

HB 4112 Introduced by DeWayne Burns (F)(R) and Charles

Perry (F)(R) - Relating to the rights of an owner of groundwater.

Bill History: 5-26-15 G Sent to Governor

SB 551 Introduced by Kel Seliger (R) and Jim Keffer (R) -

Relating to the duty of the Water Conservation Advisory Coun-

cil to submit a report and recommendations regarding water con-

servation in this state. Bill History: 6-1-15 G Sent to Governor

SB 854 Introduced by Judith Zaffirini (D) and Eddie Lucio
III (D) - Relating to the renewal or amendment of certain per-

mits issued by groundwater conservation districts. Bill History:

9-1-15 G Earliest effective date

SB 1101 Introduced by Kevin Eltife (R) and Chris Paddie

(R) - Relating to the authority to determine the supply of

groundwater in certain regional water plans. Bill History: 6-1-15

G Sent to Governor

SB 1336 Introduced by Charles Perry (F)(R) and Jim Keffer
(R) - Relating to the construction of laws and election dates of

certain groundwater conservation districts. Bill History: 6-1-15

G Sent to Governor

"We began the session with a rocky start, but by the end

everything worked out," stated General Manager, C.E. Williams.

Winners Continued from Page 1
She will attend Baylor University in the fall and major in Busi-

ness Administration.

Meghan Collier, daughter of Mark and Tracy Collier of

White Deer, received third place. Meghan graduated first out of

her class of twenty-two from White Deer High School with a 4.0

GPA. She will be attending Texas A&M University in College

Station in the fall and majoring in English.

PGCD wants to thank all of the applicants and congratulate

the winners. We thoroughly enjoyed each essay and perspective

on the topic. We wish you all the best of luck on your future

endeavors.

Kati Adams Winning
Scholarship Essay

The continuously growing shortage of water is of great con-

cern for Texas residents as well as many other states across the

nation. The two proposed suggestions to help conserve water and

use it more efficiently have many advantages that will help with

the recirculation of water for extended use. With extensive

drought conditions coupled with the growing population, matters

have to be taken now to ensure there is enough water for later

generations. Since water is a nonrenewable resource, new ideas

and methods have to reshape the way water is used and invent

ways to safely store and treat water.

The first discussed method Essay Continued on Back Page
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Essay Continued from Page 3
is the use of brackish groundwater. By reusing brackish ground-

water, it helps to reduce the amount of water used and improves

water efficiency, especially in urban populations. By using this

type of water, it preserves water found underground in aquifers

and allows them to regenerate themselves. The lengthy amount of

time that it takes for water to reach the aquifer can be avoided by

using water that is already on the surface. Another advantage is

that the amount of quality drinking water can increase by desali-

nation of sea water. By using sea water near coastal cities, it

could reduce the amount of fresh water used and preserve aqui-

fers. Since brackish water is found in estuaries and natural occur-

rences around rivers, as well as oceans, some argue that by using

this water for public use, it could disturb natural ecosystems and

endanger animal habitats. Another major disadvantage of using

this method is the high costs of the reverse osmosis process. In

order to remove the salt in the water, a series of desalination pro-

cesses have to be used to make the water safe for drinking. The

excessive funds that are required to develop and operate these

systems are major disadvantages of this process.

The Aquifer Storage and Recovery program's main goal is to

reintroduce clean and safe drinking water back into an aquifer for

later use. Water that is not needed can be pumped back into the

ground where it is safe from evaporation and other ways of con-

tamination, or loss of precious water. Natural disasters that cause

major flooding in low lying areas can be remedied with this pro-

gram. By saving this water that is not needed and causes harm to

areas, can be pumped into aquifers that can be used during

drought times when water is crucially needed. This method of

water conservation is helpful because water can be pumped out

again when there is a shortage of drinking water or water used for

agriculture, as well as many other purposes. Aquifer Storage and

Recovery is also a more cost effective remedy than the expensive

desalination process, and doesn't require large man-made reser-

voirs that require a generous amount of funds to develop. By

eliminating the need for dams and above ground water holding

facilities, it also reduces the harmful effects that development has

on an ecosystem and animal habitats.

In order to preserve and use water as efficiently as possible,

measures have to be taken to reduce water loss and maximize

water storage and allocation. By using Brackish Water and Aqui-

fer Storage and Recovery, we can conserve water and solve many

problems that come with water shortages as well as natural disas-

ters that cause major flooding and cause harm to people's well-

being. Both methods of conservation have new ideas that will

greatly improve the usage and treatment of water. The many ad-

vantages of both programs are well worth the disadvantages that

accompany them.
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