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The misfortunes of oil-rich
nations that have glutted world
markets with crude have U.S.

motorists smiling. The Dallas

Morning News reports the over-
production by the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OPEC) and other producers has
pushed oil prices to 12-year lows,

along with the price of gaso-
line. On the home front, con-
sumers have saved 20 to 24 cents

a gallon on gasoline since prices
began their plunge in early Jan-
uary. A two-car family could
save $500 a year, depending on
their vehicles and the miles they
drive. According to some car

dealerships, large-engined, gas-
guzzling vehicles are selling

briskly. And AAA reports the

low fuel prices caused a jump in
driving from Memorial Day to
Labor Day, the peak motoring

season. Global forecasters say
the depressed oil prices are likely
to last at least until June.

A growing number of travelers

are turning to the Internet, where,
with a click click here and a click
click there, they can custom

design their own vacations.
Travelon at www.travelon.com
takes fun-seekers to its own Wel-

come Center where they can
search for resort and hotel pack-
ages around the world by activity,
budget and destination. They can
then register interests and prefer-
ences in a confidential database
that will match their ideal vaca-
tion with weekly specials.
Everything's Travel at
members. aol.com/trvlevery

provides links to B&Bs, cabins,
camping and villas, as well as
travel directories, currency con-

verters and maps. Travelers can

create their own miniguides at
Fodor's Travel Online by
keying in www.fodors.com.
Besides info on airfares and des-
tinations, the site offers practical
tips on packing, customs and
duties, and traveling with pets.
Want a perfect vacation? Click
click, you're there.

PLACE S

A billboard clock at Second
Avenue near Fair Park in Dallas
gives motorists a second-by-sec-

ond countdown to the next mil-
lennium. The Turn Group of
Dallas erected the sign in August
to help promote The Turn:
America at the Millennium,
a multimillion-dollar festival
scheduled for November 26,
1999, through January 2, 2000.
The Turn is partnering with the

City of Dallas and The Dallas
Morning News to stage the event
in Fair Park. For more informa-

tion, call 214/977-2000. Or key
in www.The-Turn.com.

A satirical musical comedy

spoofing all things Texan opened

at the Texas Playhouse in
Waco on October 10. The

"Texas Follies" promises to bring
tears of laughter every Friday and
Saturday night. As the brochure
says, "If you have big hair, the
first joke's on you!" To add to
the fun, an art museum, open

seven days a week, features the
work of Jose Perez, the "Will
Rogers of American art" and pos-
sibly the most outstanding 20th-

Century American satirical artist.
For ticket information, call 254/

754-1898 or 1-888-413-4064.

McKinney Roughs between

Austin and Bastrop opened
September 26 as a combination
environmental laboratory and
nature preserve with hiking and

equestrian trails. The Austin
American-Statesman reports the
Lower Colorado River Authority
developed the park as part of a
campaign to improve public

access to the river. An Environ-
mental Learning Center serves as
a gateway to the 1,100 acres, fea-

turing one-and-a-half miles of
Colorado River bank, three large
box canyons and four distinct

ecosystems. Open Tuesday
through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5

p.m.; Sunday, I to 5 p.m. At

1884 Texas 71 West, 8 miles
west of Bastrop and 12.9 miles
east of Austin. Call 512/303-
5073 for more info.

Cave Without a Name near
Boerne was discovered in 1929.
When it opened to the public in

1939, a contest to name it was
won by a little boy who said,
"This cave is too pretty to name."
Another young fellow named
Blair Pittman began poking
around the cave in 1952 as a
photographer. The born spelunk-
er has even written a book titled
"Texas Caves," scheduled for
release by Texas A&M Univer-
sity Press next spring. Pittman

knows every nook and cranny of
Boerne's underground wonder.
And as its new owner, he's re-

stored the cave to its natural self,
and reopened it for public tours.
Stalagmites, stalactites and

-_-------- -

STAR ATTRACTION Nashville-based Gaylord Enter-

tainment Co. will build a $300-million Opryland hotel-

convention center in Grapevine. The 20-acre complex

will include a 1,500-room hotel, a 200,000-square-foot

exhibition hall, 150,000 square feet of meeting space,

a four-acre indoor garden atrium, a golf course, restau-

rants, retail shops and a concert amphitheater for country/

Western entertainment. The 77-acre lakefront site is

near Grapevine Mills mall and Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World.

Construction will begin late next year. City officials expect Opry-

land Hotel-Texas to generate $5.5 million in annual tax revenues,

and project an economic impact of about $168 million a year.
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dozens of imaginative formations
grow from the walls and dangle

from the roofs in this wet and

active cave. Open daily, except
Thanksgiving and Christmas; $7

for adults, $4 for children; group
rates available by reservation. At

325 Kreutzberg Road, off F.M.
474. Call 830/537-4212 for more
information.

Getting around the 150 shops and
restaurants at Old Town Spring
became easier with the debut of

The Trolley Tyme Transit
Company on September 26.
The refurbished streetcar, with its

turn-of-the-century decor, offers
visitors the comfort of air-condi-
tioning in the summer and heat-

ing in the winter as they bounce
from antique and clothing stores

to arts and crafts shops. For one
low price, shoppers are allowed

on-and-off access for an entire
day. For further info, call 1-800-

207-9463.

The Corpus Christi C&VB
is now offering Winter Texan
Survival Kits, an off-season
promotion that welcomes visitors

to the Coastal Bend. Specially de-
signed envelopes stuffed with
information guides and coupons
from 52 area businesses encour-

age winter guests to spend more

time and money at attractions,

shops, restaurants and hotels.
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summer's drought. Eighty-one
semis carried 2,260 round bales

and 3,685 squares to farmers

through the state.

LAREDO TIC Counselors
recently welcomed Elena
Terekhina, who represented a
large Russian travel agency seek-

ing ways to improve business.

She was interested in learning

easternmost Spanish mission.

Mission Selora de los
Dolores de los Ais was estab-
lished around 1717 as a buffer
against French invasion and to

Christianize Native Americans.
It was abandoned in 1773 when

the Spanish evacuated all East
Texas missions. Until recently,
only historical markers identified
the site. The City of San Augustine
is nearing completion of a $2.5
million project that will offer

another opportunity to study

18th-Century Spanish Texas and
provide outdoor recreational

how to track visitors and the cen-
ter' s day-to-day operations.

Counselor Grace Villanueva said
the woman seemed particularly

impressed with the number of
free travel publications handed

out each year. Within a couple of

weeks, Elena was back, this time

as a tourist. She headed north
with a carload of friends and an
armful of brochures.

opportunities. An RV park, tent
camping, group shelters and
walking trails opened to the pub-
lic in October. Coming this
month are a visitor center, an

archaeological laboratory and an
archival research library. A short
video and historical exhibits will
interpret the interaction between
Native American and Spanish
cultures and the impact of Euro-
pean colonization. Following
extensive research and archae-

ological surveys, city officials
hope to build a replica of the old

mission on its original nine-acre

The survival kits have been so

successful, merchant participation
went up 70 percent this year. An
estimated 120,000 visitors from

colder climes retreat to the Corpus
Christi Bay area each winter. For

details, call 512/881-1888.

While much of the country is but-
toning up their coats for winter,
Texans are still savoring the first
signs of autumn. And what better
way to enjoy the season, than a

drive through the countryside

past the colorful stands of fall
foliage. Timing, of course, is
everything, depending on temper-

ature, local rainfall, and whether

you're headed east or west. Texas,
if you haven't heard, is a very

large state. Before you load up
the kids and your grandaunt Mae,

call an expert to find the peak

viewing areas of the day. If

you're headed toward the Big
Thicket or other parts of the
Piney Woods, call the East
Texas Tourism Association
hot line at 903/757-4444. Since
many state parks are known for

their brilliant fall colors, we sug-

gest a call to the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department at
1-800-792-1112, option 3, then

option 1. For a statewide report,

call TxDOT at 1-800-452-9292.

H I S T O R Y

In San Augustine lie the
archaeological remains of Texas'

GAINESVILLE TIC In spite of
recent rains, it was "too little too

late" as far as Texas farmers and
ranchers were concerned.

Manager Cheryl Cash said early

one morning she heard the roar of

a convoy of U.S. National Guard
trucks, loaded with round bales of
hay. The hay was a gift to Texas
from farmers in Kansas, to help

ease the loss of crops during last

HATS OFF The Texas
Department of Economic

Development (TDED) reports

67.6 million vacation days were -
spent in Texas last year, rating %
Texas third behind California
and Florida in number of vacation

days and second behind Cali-

fornia in number of trips. San

Antonio once again took the

lead as Texas' most popular tourist destina-

tion, with 13.8 million visitor days in 1997.

Corpus Christi inched ahead of Dallas and

Houston to become the state's second most

visited city. For details, call TDED research

manager Stan Hodge at 512/936-0217.



site. The parkland stretches
along both sides of Texas 147,
four blocks south of the San
Augustine County Courthouse.

For details, call city manager

Alton Shaw at 409/275-2121.

Signs marking El Camino Real
dot the 550-mile corridor that
slashes across the state from the

Mexican border into Louisiana.
But the signs along modem high-
ways may vary by miles from the

400-year-old route, a portion of
which is named Old San Antonio

Road. That could change if the
National Park Service
endorses designation of the path

as a national historic trail. A
123-page study proposed spend-
ing up to $375,000 per year if El
Camino Real and the Old San
Antonio Road are designated as
separate trails. The money would

be used for resource preservation
and shared-cost projects for inter-
pretation and visitor use. Little

or no land acquisition is planned.

T P & W D

For folks whose idea of rough-
ing it is checking into a motel, a

$1.3-million lodge will be con-
structed at Ray Roberts Lake
State Park near Pilot Point.
Larry Lakes of Mansfield has
struck an unprecedented deal
with the Texas Parks and Wild-

life Department (TP&WD) to
build Lantana Ridge Lodge,
an inn with 30 rooms, conference

facilities, a full-service restaurant
and swimming pool. TP&WD
officials said Lakes has commit-
ted to a "green sustainable build-

ing concept" that preserves the

natural beauty, has minimal envi-
ronmental impact and utilizes
recycling and composting of

materials. The Lantana Ridge
Lodge follows Indian Lodge in
Fort Davis as the second such
facility in the state parks system,

and will become the system's

first privately owned and operat-
ed motel. Lantana Ridge will

open for business in less than a
year. For more information, call

940/686-3408.

MUSEUMS

In 1930, Columbus (Dad) Joiner

drilled his third oil well on Daisy
Bradford's land, near Gaston
school west of Henderson,
following two unsuccessful

attempts. On October 3, the
Daisy Bradford #3 blew in as a

300-barrel-a-day well, marking

the dawn of the East Texas Oil
Boom. With the onslaught of

oil field workers came hundreds
of children. And within seven

short years the Gaston school dis-
trict grew from 79 to 1,832 stu-

dents, making it the largest rural

school in the world. What began
a few short years ago as an exhib-
it for class reunions, has turned

into a full-fledged museum. Cura-
tor and Gaston alumna Barbara
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Which is the most

sparsely populated

county in Texas?

~sals p2Tuf jl UT
sopunoc 1s Jo auioui pdis-iad is s1q9

oq} uopsindod reTfs aq anIs uopnpoid sis

pup Po 'pcdoipAcpun pu pwposus sUM U1
XIuno sUioT q noqiy suosid udo

aqL uo pung sIm A H 661 uT asioq siq

q Lpssp o a2 p sp SIAoqAm oqmoe IT sIT

aunoO eq ui sa oas piuosied sI1e5 aPius

XAq, ~XAsesaoe Iu uAO ION gaeng ou pu

Ioogs ou si eie9q ejdood uisqsaeoin spq

ITapoJqj seius I TVJam0i qs uT ioe

pessslndod tesTuds Iom qs unoj 2ulAO'J

sepsu uosied ied seinuu ennbs UAS

JO0 S~IJ~AITUV "96 Jo uoiwndod pIgT qT

umJI aIun-renbs-L9 I 'iX unoJ UTO7 resg

sxei ssemj n3 jo soueuwd gufloJ 'Ap 1 ui

VIAIUJ

/ - NOT SO SILENT NIGHT For a new

holiday event with an old-world flair,

try Weihnachten In Fredericksburg,

December 4-13. Each evening,

the sounds of the season echo

throughout a Christmas tree

forest of more than 40 bright-

ly adorned trees. A German

Christmas market opens the
weekends of December 4-6

and 11-13, making holiday

shopping both easy and fun. For a complete

calendar of events, call 830/997-6523.

Barton said the Gaston Mu-
seum has welcomed visitors,

spring through fall, for the past

couple of years. With more than

3,000 artifacts, the museum
recently opened its doors year-

round. Exhibits portray the boom

days through the eyes of a child,

when youngsters from various

cultures and backgrounds were

brought together for work and

play. Exhibits will expand with
construction of a 2,400-square-

foot building, slated to open next

year. Open Friday through Satur-

day, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at 6558

Texas 64 West. For info, call

903/847-2205.

For several years, the Texas Air
Museum in Rio Hondo has
helped educate the public about

aviation history from World War
II to the Vietnam War. Trouble

is, Rio Hondo lies at Texas'
southernmost tip-quite a long

way for some. Maybe you didn't

know (we didn't until now) that
visitors to the Panhandle Plains,

some 600 miles north, can experi-

ence the sights and sounds of
combat missions at the Caprock
Chapter of the Texas Air
Museum in Slaton. The muse-
um is dedicated to the same high

standards as its southern counter-

part in keeping aviation history
alive. Lovers of planes get a

bird' s-eye view of rare aircraft

from Vietnam and WWII, includ-

ing the flying AT-19 Stinson
Reliant that hunted Nazi sub-

marines. Open Saturdays, 9 a.m.

to 4 p.m. At Slaton Municipal
Airport, on F.M. 400 two miles

north of town. Call 806/828-
4664 for details.

Rhapsodies in Black: Art of
the Harlem Renaissance
traces one of the most fascinating

periods of 20th-Century culture in

an exhibition of the arts, on view
at The Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston, November 22 through
February 14. The migration of
black families from the rural south

to the urban north led to a concen-
tration of African-American artists
in New York City, and artistic and

social exchanges between African
Americans, Anglo Americans and
European cultural communities.
Visual arts, music, dance, film and
graphics honor the Harlem
Renaissance as a key period in
African-American art history.
Open Tuesday through Sunday at
1001 Bissonnet. For more infor-
mation, call 713/639-7300.



Month Percenf Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 11,751 -8.42 120,186 -13.45

Anthony 13,374 +11.79 132,615 +.26

Denison 19,431 -5.36 190,827 -3.74

Gainesville 33,180 +5.45 298,689 +3.29

Langtry 9,606 +4.30 88,998 +6.67

Laredo 9,636 +19.18 114,906 +37.68

Orange 40,263 -.67 454,413 +5.71

Texarkana 39,141 -5.33 348,258 -11.34

Valley 24,036 +11.63 281,037 -15.92

Waskom 43,155 -11.75 471,723 -17.93

Wichita Falls 16,143 +6.26 182,946 +2.78

Capitol Complex 9,858 +20.59 91,905 -2.92

CENTER TOTALS 269,574 -.95 2,776,503 -5.23

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

http://www.texashighways.com
http://www.dontmesswithtexas.org

Data as of October 31, 1998
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

45,369 720,665

Subscribers to the TxDOT TIS System can elec-
tronically download leads from the database to

create a powerful marketing tool! Leads can

be sorted in many ways, including by zip code,

region or activity of interest. For more info,
call 512/486-5930. Or contact us by eMail at
tis@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.


