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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

ELCOME 
to a new is-

sue of Texas High-

ways. Following our

brutal summer, these days feel

festive, we're getting into the

holiday spirit, and we're in

tune with the rhythms of fall.

Our cover story (page 22)

and Just Passing Through

(page 60) highlight Seadrift,
a coastal community with

a noteworthy past and a

bright future. Photographer

Joel Salcido captures the es-

sence of Seadrift's character

in an atmospheric photo fea-

ture, while Angela and Virgil
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went a stunning restoration from 2002 to
2005. Moviegoers saw the exterior of the
Eagle Pass icon in the 1996 film Lone Star.

Fox cover places to visit in town. With autumn

in full swing, now is the time to see Seadrift and

the rest of Texas' remarkable coast.

TWO OF OUR STORIES this month dovetail in per-

haps an unexpected way. As most of you are

probably aware, Texas has become a favorite

locale for filming large- and small-budget mov-

ies. The state's scenic variety-from the Gulf to

the High Plains, from the Piney Woods to the

Hill Country and the Chihuahuan Desert, from

cityscapes to small-town squares-offers a stun-

ning range of backdrops for tales of comedy

and tragedy. And the talents of our knowledge-

able, affable citizenry and the state's affordabil-

ity make Texas a Hollywood producer's dream.

Susan Kirr, herself a filmmaker, discusses some

of Texas' classic movies beginning on page 14. We

bet you've seen most, if not all of her selections.

Among our state's multiple assets are our his-

toric courthouses (see our excerpt, page 38, from

a new book about them by Michael Andrews).

Moviemakers over the years have taken quite a

shine to the Lone Star State's towns and court-

houses. Since 1946, at least 16 films have fea-

tured historic Texas courthouses. Perhaps you'll

recall some of these films and settings: Boys'

Ranch (1946), Oldham County, Tascosa; Baby,

the Rain Must Fall (1965), The Windsplitter

(1971), and The Habitation of Dragons (1992),
Colorado County, Columbus; The Best Little

Whorehouse in Texas (1982), Lavaca County, Hal-

lettsville; The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez (1982),

Gonzales County, Gonzales; D.O.A. (1988),

are others you

Travis County, Austin; Final

Verdict (1991), Fort Bend

County, Richmond; The Trial

(1992), Brazoria County, An-

gleton; What's Eating Gilbert

Grape (1993) and Waiting for

Guffman (1996), Caldwell

County, Lockhart; Pointman

(1994), Harris County, Hous-

ton; Powder (1995), Wharton

County, Wharton; Michael

(1996), Fayette County, La

Grange; Lone Star (1996),
Maverick County, Eagle Pass;

and Hope Floats (1997),
Grimes County, Anderson.

I have no doubt that there

can think of. I could swear

that I have seen the beautiful Ellis County

Courthouse in Waxahachie in more than one

film, but perhaps my memory fails me. At any

rate, let us know if you can think of other con-

nections between Texas locales and the movies.

The Hollywood-Lone Star State association

grows stronger with every passing year.

WE HOPE you enjoy this issue and that it inspires

you to get out and explore Texas. From com-

memorations of departed loved ones like El Dia

de los Muertos and the year-round Thanks-

giving celebration represented at Abbott's Turkey

Shop, myriad ways of rejoicing in our fair state

await. Take pecans, for instance. Our State Tree

produces some of the finest nuts in the world.

We have posted additional recipes on our Web

site for your enjoyment, and you can always

find hundreds of other recipes online at www.

texashighways.com.

AND, FINALLY, rejoice in the natural wonders of

Texas as you peruse some stellar images from

the ICF Pro-Tour Photo Contest (page 30), with an

introduction by John Goodspeed.

SAVOR the season, our weather, and all the

best of Texas.
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ABOUT OUR COVERS FRONT: Sunlight glints off

shrimp boats docked in San Antonio Bay at Seadrift. Turn to

page 22 and page 60 for more on Seadrift. Photo Joel
Salcido. BACK: This image from the 2006 ICF Pro-Tour of
Nature Photography contest shows a green anole perched

on a prairie verbena in Bandera County. For more contest

images, turn to page 30. Photo Dave Welling.
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14 MOVIES MADE IN TEXAS Lights! Camera! Action! An Austin filmmaker takes
you behind the scenes of classic Texas movies, from Giant to Friday Night Lights. BY SUSAN KIRR,
PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

22 TRANQUILITY BY THE BAY: SEADRIFT While tourists may enjoy just
sittin' on the dock of the bay, fishing is a way of life in Seadrift, as illustrated by this intriguing
photo feature. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL SALCIDO

30 LAND & LENS The Images for Conservation Fund pairs ranchers and photographers
in a nature photography contest that showcases the diversity of Texas wildlife. Feast your eyes on
photos from this year's inaugural Hill Country tournament. TEXT BY JOHN GOODSPEED

38 COURTHOUSES RULE! A handsome new book by Michael Andrews about historic
Texas courthouses features stunning photos and explains the significance of these magnificent
structures. INTRODUCTION BY NOLA McKEY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL HESTER AND LISA HARDAWAY

46 NUTS ABOUT PECANS! Texans honor their beloved State Tree and its fruit with
festivals, monuments, and more pecan recipes than any one kitchen could
ever produce. November is harvest time. BY STEPHEN HOLLOWAY,
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL AMADOR ARCHER CITY

52 DIA DE LOS MUERTOS: A CELEBRATION
OF SOUL Day of the Dead is catching on north of the border,
where Texans welcome a cultural experience that offers a chance
to remember good times with departed friends and family.
BY EILEEN MATTER
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TALK
toT H

READERS: We're enjoying your feedback on
September's special issue, "Texas High and
Low," which spotlights places to stay, eat,
and play for big and small budgets (and
those in between, too). Keep sending those
tips on your favorite places to spend big
bucks or small change!

Earning Green
in Shamrock
THE SEPTEMBER issue
was of particular interest -
-especially the informa-
tion on the Tower Conoco
Station in Shamrock ["Pan-
handle Plain-or Posh";
see photo above, right]. In
1949, 1 was a junior in
high school in Shamrock.
At the time, Route 66 was
the main coast-to-coast
highway and was quite busy. That summer, I
worked the night shift, pumping gas, changing
oil, washing windshields, repairing flat tires, and
doing all the other things that had to do with
automobile service then. It was hard work, but

Ea

e

Wildlife nut Wyman Meinzer befriends a ground squirrel dur-
ing the Advanced Color Photography class he teaches at
Junction's Texas Tech University Center.

Acting Squirrelly
THIS PAST YEAR, I was a teaching assistant for pho-
tographer (and longtime TH contributor) Wyman Meinzer
at the Texas Tech University Center in Junction. Here is a
shot I took of him reaching out and touching the ground
squirrel we had been photographing for a week.

JEROD FOSTER
Paradise
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Once a popular slop for drivers on Route 66, Shamrock's Tower Conoco Station (included
in September's special issue), built in 1936 and now restored, today houses the local
chamber of commerce.

it brings back fond memories.
Also, at a salary of $40 per week,
it was a chance for a 17-year-old
to make some pretty good money.
Try to explain that salary as good

money to today's generation.

DAN GLOVER

Dallas

Talkin' 'Bout Y'all
IN "CHEAP THRILLS in Mar-
shall" [September], be advised
that the proper term is "y'all ;
not "ya'1I." Since "y'all" is short
for "you all:' the apostrophe-
denoting the missing letters-
should be placed after the "y;'
not the "a:" Thanks for producing
such an enjoyable magazine.

LESTER PURDHAM

ED. NOTE: You're right, Lester,
but associate editor Lori Moffatt
also makes a good point: "7 sup-
pose you could argue that there
are, in fact, many different ver-
sions of the word, depending on
how far you have to holler. 'Y'all.
Ya'll. Yaaaa'll. And Yaaaaaaaa'll!"

Posting a Correction
TH STILL IS a great magazine
to use for any bug that tells you
it's time to hit the road. But on
my map, Post is southeast of

Lubbock, not southwest! [See "Panhandle
Plain-or Posh;" September issue.] Sounds like
a "Where on earth are you?" map moment.

K. ARNOLD

Decatur

ED. NOTE: What is it about TH editors and
asking for directions? Thanks for the correc-
tion-good catch!

Dam Hard Work
A NOTE regarding Jack Lowry's story on the
Highland Lakes [August]: My father, Keston
Hodge, worked on the building of Inks Dam
around 1936-37. My mother used to tell of
living in a tent on the banks of the Colorado
River. She told of wading out into the river dur-
ing the month of February and pulling in the
lumber/logs that would float by so she and
my father could build a lean-to on their tent to
make it a little bigger. My father used to tell us
about the building of Buchanan Dam. He even
worked in the granite quarry by Marble Falls at
one time. He said he rode a horse from Marble
Falls to Burnet one winter and got frostbite on
his feet because it was so cold.

I am especially proud to be a native Texan

and want my son to cherish his ancestry as
well, even though he doesn't live here anymore.
TH is a wonderful source of information to keep
him updated on current events and facts, as
well as the colorful history of the beautiful
state of Texas.

AZALEA ALDINGER
Lampasas
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p Ahead, scenic landscapes provide a backdrop

frontier forts, steam trains and historic cour

side, cultural and heritage festivals make the perfe

And close behind are stories of the people who

So get in the car. Get on the trail. Take a look arc

your history from here.

for oil boomtowns,

thouses. Off to the

ct weekend getaway.

made Texas great.

und - you can see
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Order free heritage trail brochures at www.thc.state.tx.us/travel, or call 866/276-6219..,
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TALK

Of World War II and Brew
REGARDING the item on New Braunfels and
the Art Stein Parade [For the Road, August]:
In 1988, my wife and I went to the Netherlands
to visit the site where my B-17 bomber had
crash-landed in 1944. We drove on into Ger-
many to retrace some of my POW itinerary. In
Wetzlar, I was taking a picture of the railroad

station when a young man came out to see
what I was doing. I asked him if he knew where
the WWII Dulag Luft POW camp was. He said
he didn't, and mentioned that he was from a
nearby village called Braunfels. We couldn't miss
that. The main industry of Braunfels was the large
brewery. Surely the New Braunfels Art League
Gallery should [serve] some imported brew to
put a head on their [event's] authenticity.

Also in August, Gene Fowler's story on sing-
ing cowboys-"Don't Fence Me In": A great re-
view, and that was the first song we heard com-
ing home from isolated months in a German

Vi

Check in at a participat-
ing hotel and receive a
coupon for free gas! Use
it to tool around town or
top-off the tank for the
drive home - on us!

Gas coon salue up ts $50.
Visit our website for details.

POW camp. We could definitely identify with
that in the spring of 1945.

FRED CAMPBELL

San Angelo

Dan Fan
LOVED the July "TH Moment" with Dan Jenkins
and have enjoyed checking out some of his
Fort Worth favorites.

R. GREEN
Dallas

Awed by the Aztec
I HAD to write and share a memory of San
Antonio's Aztec Theatre [featured in July]: My
mother, Ruth Carroll, grew up in Nix and now
(at age 88) lives in Lampasas. When she was
a girl, her parents and she visited her father's
brother and his wife in San Antonio. They went
to the Aztec, and as they walked in the carpet-
ed lobby (the first carpet they had ever walked
on), her uncle said to her father, "Hugh, this
feels just like walking on plowed ground." They
were all in awe of the Aztec.

Someday soon I'd like to take Mother to San
Antonio to see the Aztec one more time. I love
your magazine and all the great articles. Always
makes me prouder to be a Texan.

KAYE LINDSEY
Houston

Recovered from Rita
OUR RESTAURANT, The Homestead, located
in Hillister, was included in Carol Barrington's
"Chowin' Down Near Houston: Forks in the
Backroads" [September 2005]. We had begun
to get several customers who had seen us in
the magazine when Hurricane Rita hit. The
restaurant suffered minimal damage, but we
were shut down for about two months while
we regrouped. Just wanted to let your readers
know we are fully operational again and look-
ing forward to serving lots of folks!

CANDACE SPIVEY
Hillister

ED. NOTE: That's good news about good food!
The Spiveys' Homestead Restaurant is 8 miles
south of Woodville, at 355 CR 4450 (at US
69/287) in Hillister; 409/283-7324. Hours:
Fri-Sat 5 p.m.-9 p.m., Sun 11-3.

WRITE OR E-MAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; e-mail:
letterso5@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.
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For
THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

The Modern West
CONVENTIONAL WISDOM HAS ALWAYS EMPHASIZED

the importance of urbanism and machine-age tech-

nology in shaping Modernism's "out-with-the-old,
in-with-the-new" philosophy. But at the Museum of

Fine Arts, Houston, an exhibition called The

Modern West: American Landscapes, 1890-1950

calls that reasoning into question. Western land-

scapes, argues the curator, may have played a cru-

cial role in defining the movement.

N

P:;.~
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Not your tad uional landscape: The geometric shapes anu viv colos o A exandre Hogue s
The Crucified Land (1939) may have influenced the 20th-Century Modernist movement.

On view October 29 through January 28, 2007,
The Modern West assembles more than 100
pieces by 20th-Century American artists, show-
ing viewers how the western landscape's vast
spaces, angular geography, vivid colors, and
intense light influenced Modernism just as sure-
ly as did the skyscraper and cityscape. Call
713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.

THE NEW WORLD
ACCORDING TO COLUMBUS
ABOUT HALFWAY BETWEEN SAN ANTONIO
and Houston off 1-10, the little town of
Columbus knows how to entertain visitors,
especially this time of year, when Halloween
yields to the fall and winter holidays.

Not far from the restored Colorado County

Courthouse, which dates to 1891 and boasts a
Tiffany-style glass dome, lies one of the most
photogenic cemeteries in Texas, the Columbus
City Cemetery. It's possibly one of the most
haunted, too: More than 500 tombstones were
lost during a flood in 1913, and the unmarked
graves are sometimes shrouded in a fog-like
mist. Humidity? You be the judge: On November
3-4, the Nesbitt Memorial Library hosts its
annual Live Oaks & Dead Folks Cemetery Tour.
Don't miss the grave of Columbus resident
Jonathan Sargent (1877-1929), who perished
in a car accident several years after assisting
the renowned Egyptologist Howard Carter ex-
plore KingTut's tomb. Some say Sargent suffered
the famous curse of the mummy and that he
wanders this oak-shaded burial ground.

On November 11, the town's 1886 Stafford
Opera House, a fully restored playhouse
designed by Galveston architect Nicholas
Clayton, hosts the second dinner-theater per-
formance of its 2006-2007 season. We're told
that the production, Dracula: The Musical, won't
give you chills, just chuckles. The theater's
December production-still a surprise at press
time-takes place December 2.

But what would the holidays be without a visit
from Santa? Make that 2,000 Santas (and
counting), at Columbus' cheery Mary Elizabeth
Hopkins Santa Claus Museum, which opens
year round for devotees of that jolliest of elves.
For more specifics about visiting Columbus, call
979/732-8385; www. columbustexas.org.

RED RIVER ART PROWL
HERE'S AN IDEA FOR A WEEKEND GETAWAY:
Book a room in one of Denison's several bed

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS November 2006



and breakfasts during the town's Fall Art Tour
(November 4-5), and take in the burgeoning
Red River art scene. Scattered throughout
Denison's vibrant Main Street District, 15 gal-
leries and studios will open their doors for tours
and conversations with the artists. Mixed in
among eclectic stores and restaurants, you'll
find painters, video artists, sculptors, glass
artists, potters, and mixed-media maestros
eager to show you how they're working to
change the town's conservative image.

Art and wine often go hand-in-hand, so put
this on your North Texas agenda, too: a visit to
some of the area's popular wineries and vine-
yards, including Denison's T.V. Munson Viti-
culture Enology Center, an educational facility
named for Denison horticulturist Thomas Volney
Munson, who helped save the French wine
industry in the late 1800s.

For more details about the Fall Art Tour,
lodging, restaurants, and other attractions in
the Denison area, call 903/465-1551; www.
denisontexas.com.

QUEEN TO PHARAOH
CAN A QUEEN BE KING? IF SHE WAS THE
female pharaoh Hatshepsut (ca. 1479-1458
B.C.), the answer is a resounding "yes:' Known
as the first great female ruler, Hatshepsut orig-
inally assumed the throne as a regent for her
nephew/stepson Thutmose Ill, and then ruled
Egypt for 20 years before disappearing into
obscurity. At the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort
Worth through December 31, Hatshepsut:
From Queen to Pharaoh examines Hat-
shepsut's extraordinary rise to and fall from
power, showcasing some 300 pieces of royal
statuary, ceremonial objects, furniture, jew-
elry, and other treasures.

Despite Egypt's fundamentally patriarchal
society, Hatshepsut enjoyed great success as a
ruler: A charismatic and able stateswoman, she
stabilized the country politically, renewed trade
with the Near East and the Aegean Islands, and
oversaw remarkable innovations in sculpture
and the decorative arts. But not long after her
death, her reign was virtually erased from
Egyptian history. Why? The debate goes on. Call
817/332-8451; www.kimbellart.org.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
AT GALVESTON'S MOODY GARDENS,
the holidays kick off November 18, when
Santa Claus arrives by parachute to switch on
more than a million lights, thus beginning the
popular, seven-week celebration known as
the Festival of Lights. Now in its fifth year, the

Holiday
tIHHomeco ming

e /

Independence Coffee Co.
World Coffre Roasters

979-836-3322

Dec. 9 Country Homes
Chappell Hill Home Tour

979-836-6033

Must Be Heaven
A Brenham Tradition!

979-830-8536

Antique Rose Emporium
Gift Certificates
979-836-5548

Washington-on-the-Brazos Best Western Inn
State Historic Site of Brenham

936-878-2214 979-251-7791

Ellison's Greenhouses Comfort Suites Windy Hill Winery
Open daily year-round 1-800-4-CHOICE Texas Legend Finest Wines

979-836-6011 979-421-8100 979-836-3252

FOR A FREE VISrIOR'S GUIDE, CALL 1-800-509-1752
WWW.BRENHAMTEXAS.COM

BRENHAM -BURTON -CHAPPELL HILL- INDEPENDENCE -WASHINGTON

Halfway between Houston and Austin on Hwy. 290
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Concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wells
Sabinal - Utopia * Uvalde

Unlimited fun. And game.

Discover the great outdoors in San Angelo.

San Angelo combines the best of
the great outdoors with the finest in
West Texas charm and hospitality.
With wide open wilderness for hunting
- including Deer, Turkey, and exotic
game - plus fishing, biking, or just
plain relaxing, San Angelo is an
outdoorsman's dream come true.

IL .J

SAN"ANGE LO
Down/wone Uptown Goodtimes

4~jCALL: 1-800-375-12C6 OR VISIT SANANGELO.ORGJ -~~

Festival of Lights features dozens of light dis-
plays, an ice rink, bell choirs and other live
music, holiday-themed meals, and films like
Santa vs. the Snowman and The Polar Express,
both shown in IMAX 3-D. During the festival,
package rates at the Moody Gardens Hotel
begin at $139 per night, including tickets and
seasonal activities at the hotel. Call 800/582-
4673; www.moodygardens.org.

BEAR HUGS
IN 1962, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A
Random House editor named Theodor "Dr.

Seuss" Geisel, former art students Jan and Stan
Berenstain published their first children's book,
The Big Honey Hunt, which featured the trials
and tribulations of a family of lovable bears.
Kids adored the simple story and comical illus-
trations, and the book became a hit. The
Berenstain Bears, as the ursine adventurers
came to be known, would eventually star in
more than 200 titles.

In Abilene through January 21, 2007, the
National Center for Children's Illustrated
Literature (NCCIL) presents The Berenstain
Bears Out West, an exhibition that focuses on
the creative process behind the book of the
same name. You'll see drawing and writing
equipment, rough sketches, notes, pencil lay-
outs, story drafts, and finished art, along with a
photo record of the process of editing, printing,
binding, and shipping. The book The Berenstain
Bears Out West, which takes place partially in
Texas, was finished shortly before Stan's death
in 2005.

The couple's son Mike, who has collaborated
with his parents for many years, will appear at
the NCCIL November 2-4 to introduce the show
and give readings from the book. Tell those kids
in your life not to worry: The bears have no
immediate plans to retire! Call 325/673-4586;
www.nccil.org.

FRANK TALK
AS PART OF A NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF
the 300th anniversary of Benjamin Franklin's
birth in 1706, the Houston Museum of Natural
Science presents Benjamin Franklin: In Search
of a Better World, an in-depth look at the
man's eclectic legacy. With hundreds of artifacts,
artworks, and some of (continued on page 62)
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Travel Discount Card
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HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

GOT MILK?Driving along the Texas Gulf Coast at Corpus Christi, you expect to

see palm trees, stretches of sand, and the beautiful bay, so seeing a

gigantic milk bottle come into view near the beach would take any-

one by surprise. @ C, GARZA

The milk bottle sits

immediately west of

Corpus Christi Beach,
at the entrance to Sar-

ah Halder's RV park

(4105 Timon; 361/ *
883-4765), which, Sar-
ah says, is the city's
oldest trailer park. The

bottle, actually a small

building, is 15 feet
high and made of ce-

ment. Sarah current-

ly uses it as a storage

room for tools, but it

originally served as

a way to advertise
Grisham's Dairy, whose
ice cream and other _.

products were sold
from the stand in the -
1930s. Later, the little Camper ;nd visors hx -, no problem spotUng .san _{r a

Park at Corpus Christi Beach. The milk bottle has long been a popular
building housed a local landmark.
public pay phone, but
Sarah had the phone removed when the at the time-on two truck beds to
telephone company started charging advertise Grisham's Dairy in the north
her extra for long-distance calls. part of town.

Sarah's RV guests hail from such far- Sarah, a native of North Dakota,
flung places as Germany, Turkey, and learned how to operate a trailer park in
Norway. International students and Indiana with her husband, Anthony
other foreign guests enjoy taking pic- Halder. After World War II, she and
tures of the milk bottle, which, accord- Anthony moved to Corpus Christi after
ing to Sarah, is one of Corpus Christi's hearing wonderful things about the city
most recognized landmarks. from friends. The couple managed

"It's been such a novelty," she says. Beatrice Anderson's trailer park for a
"So many people come here to see it. few years, then bought it (milk bottle
You don't very often see a milk bottle included) from Beatrice when she decid-
like this one. Whoever molded it did a ed to sell. Sarah continued to run the
wonderful job." business on her own after Anthony's

The milk bottle originally sat on death in 1994.
Belden Street, across from the old Sarah, who still lives at the RV park
Nueces County Courthouse, but was and works there every day, turned 93
transported some years later to its cur- in August.
rent site-owned by Beatrice Anderson -Jennifer Lee, Austin

FASCINATING FACTS

THE PROBLEM WITH SANTA ANNA
ne of Sam Houston's most
vexing problems as the first
elected president of the Repub-

lic of Texas was what to do with Mexi-
can General Santa Anna. After winning
the Battle of San Jacinto in April 1836,
the Texans had imprisoned Santa Anna,
but they could not keep him locked up
indefinitely. And freeing him would
enrage many Texans, to whom the
memory of the carnage at the Alamo
and Goliad was fresh and painful.

The Republic's vice president, Mira-
beau B. Lamar, along with many mem-
bers of the Texas Congress, favored
executing him. But Houston knew that
most Texans wanted statehood, and
that the U.S. Congress would never
annex Texas if Santa Anna were execut-

ed, for fear of war with Mexico.
Houston enlisted the support of his

good friend U.S. President Andrew

Jackson in a plan that he hoped would
solve both problems. Houston per-
suaded Santa Anna to go to Washing-
ton, D.C., and, in return for freedom,
to assure Jackson and Congress in per-
son that Mexico would accept Texas'

independence.
Santa Anna left Texas quietly in

November 1836, escorted by three
Texans. After extensive weather delays,
the group arrived in Washington in

mid-January 1837.
Washington officialdom's entertain-

ment of the exotic visitor lasted several

weeks, culminating in a dinner, with

Santa Anna as guest of honor, given by
President Jackson and his cabinet on
January 26. In February, Jackson sent
Santa Anna home to Veracruz in high

style aboard the Pioneer, a United
States Navy ship.

Santa Anna spent the rest of his
checkered life ruling Mexico, plotting
to overthrow the Mexican government,
commanding the Mexican army, or
sulking in exile. He died in Mexico City
in obscurity in 1876 at age 82.

-Mary G. Ramos, Dallas
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on THE HOUSTON
MARITIME MUSEUM

Sea Treasures
EVER DREAMED OF SAILING AROUND THE WORLD?

Hoisting sails; riding the winds; charting your own course?

Houstonian Jim Manzolillo has lived that dream. Seven times.

After retiring from the shipbuilding business in Mexico, Jim

made a total of 95 ocean voyages, circling the globe seven times

and hitting ports of call in the Mediterranean, Caribbean,
and Pacific. At each port he did two things when possible:

0 HFATHFR BRAND

A 4
shim Ms

oou; parts of01 the IoumLS ship, fill a room at the Houston Maritime Museuml.

visit a museum and pick up a quality model ship.
When he settled back down in Houston, he had
both a heck of a lot of model ships and sailing ap-
paratus, and an ocean of knowledge about world
geography and history. So in 2000, Jim opened
a place where he could share both his boats
and his brains: the Houston Maritime Museum.

The museum displays more than 100 intri-
cately crafted model ships, from a replica of the

Santa Maria that's taller than you to a small,
but intricately crafted galley made by an inmate
at Louisiana's Angola prison. For a small admis-
sion fee, a docent will take you on a guided tour
of the facility, letting you explore replica ships of
the U.S. Navy, the Merchant Marines, the Greeks,
and the Romans, and dozens of other fascinat-
ing naval vessels. Each ship was painstakingly
made by hand using raw materials. The closer

S[istmas
In7bIrtcri fon ome

Candl7-fame %'ur
rFamous Cookie Walqf

rArts e~ ra s S60w

12ecem~er 916 iot6, 2oo6
For more information, call

877-4-Conroe
}s www.lakeconroetx.org

LaeConroe Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

you look, the more mesmerizing the detail. And
the boats are just the beginning.

Aside from the model ships, Jim's museum
showcases such artifacts as ceramic vases from
shipwrecks from around 500 B.C., an astonish-
ing collection of sextants and other navigational
equipment, pearls from Tahiti, coal from the
Titanic-he was there when parts of it were
raised in 1996-and even space paraphernalia.
(Both Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldren have
sailed with Jim.) Don't forget to check out the
megalodon-shark tooth Buzz and Jim found in
Antarctica; it's 2.5 million years old.

Learning plays a big part in the Houston
Maritime Museum experience. For both adults
and children, the museum offers a lecture series
on subjects that include the tying of a proper
knot and the origin of the ocean's salinity. The
whole place emits a sort of reverence for man-
kind's offshore understanding and accomplish-
ments. The eyes of sailors past follow you from
framed photos on the wall, commanding re-
spect for their stories of adventure, tragedy, and
glory. An on-site naval-research library lets
museum patrons and visitors explore these sto-
ries in detail. And as for the model ships that
focus on the world's naval history, the museum
does more than just serve as a warehouse-it's
helping preserve the art of ship modeling.

A number of master ship modelers, some with
work displayed in the Smithsonian Institution,
make the Houston Maritime Museum home for
both their craft and their crafts. Ship-modeling
enthusiasts can take courses on the basics of
modeling or attend meetings of the Gulf Coast
Historical Ship Modelers' Society, which meets
at the museum every other month. And kids can
sign up for a program that lets them try their

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS November 2006



hand at model building, taking home not just the
experience but also the model. There's even a mod-
el ship repair yard, where enthusiasts and own-
ers can send their damaged model boats and
sextants-and get them back shipshape.

"Houston is the second-largest port in the
country;" says Jim, "and when I heard there wasn't
a maritime museum here, I opened one up
myself." Now, dozens of national and interna-
tional maritime organizations hold their meet-
ings, luncheons, and happy hours here at the
museum. "It's a focal point for the maritime
community; it has really taken off,' says Jim.

In 2007, the museum is planning to move
from its modest location near Houston's Medi-
cal Center to its new home, a 20,000-square-
foot building at 426 Austin Street, directly
across from Minute Maid Park and right in the
middle of Houston's downtown action. Passers-
by will be able to glimpse into a shipbuilding
room, with a giant window facing the street,
and watch as master modelers rebuild mari-
time history. -WILLIAM DYLAN POWELL

For now, the Houston Maritime Museum is at
2204 Dorrington (77030), near the intersec-
tion of Holcombe Blvd. and Greenbriar, near
the Medical Center. Call 713/666-1910; www.
houstonmaritimemuseum.org. Hours: Tue-Sat
10-4. Admission: $5, $3 age 12 and younger.

NAUTICAL TERMS
WE USE EVERY DAY
ABOVE BOARD. Meaning honest and legiti-
mate, this phrase may come from the pirate's
practice of pretending his ship was a non-
threatening merchant vessel by hiding his
hands "below the boards:"

CUP OF JOE. One theory maintains that this
nickname for coffee originated in 1914, when
Secretary of the U.S. Navy Admiral Josephus
"Joe" Daniels prohibited wine on board.Thus,
coffee was the strongest drink on board.

DEVIL TO PAY. If you do something you
shouldn't have done, and then say, "There
will be the devil to pay," you're using a phrase
that probably originated at sea. The long
seam in a wooden ship was known as the
Devil, and it needed to be caulked with pitch,
or "pay." This was a big, messy, and much-
despised job.

FEELING BLUE. This phrase, meaning de-
pressed or sad, likely came from the naval
tradition of flying blue flags and painting a
blue stripe along the hull when a ship's cap-
tain died at sea.

Join us at the 46th annual "Salute to Sausage" You don't have to know how to
spell gemuetlichkeit to have a good time at Wurstfest! Come enjoy great mu-
sic, good fun and many special events. It's the Munich Oktoberfest, Texas style!

For information about Wurstfest tours that can include San Antonio, Austin, and
the Texas Hill Country, contact our tour department.

dith more than a million twinkling lights, this tropical

destination is transformed into a magical winter wonderland!

The holiday magic glistens at Moody Gardens' annual Festival of Lights.

Admission is only $5.95, including the popular ice skating rink. Explore

all of the wonders of Moody Gardens during your visit: holiday IMAX®

3D Films, Ridefilms, Rainforest Pyramid@ Colonel Paddlewheel Boat or

Galveston Island Musicals for just $4.00 each. Come for supper,

too-we serve a delicious holiday buffet each evening.

November 18 - December 10

(Thursday -Sunday, 6 - 9 p.m.)

December 14 -January 6

M0ODY GARDENS Including December 24 4 26

G A L V E S T O N I S L A N D (Open daily, 6- 9 p.m.)

1-800-582-4673 - www.moodygardens.or - Ask about group rates and hotel packages
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a es REJOICE, ROAD WARRIORS: ABBOTT'S TURKEY SHOP IS BACK

NOTEWORTHY CULINARY JOURNEYS Gobble-Gobble-Gobblev 
BY HELEN BRYANT

FOR 37 YEARS, a lot of us who wore a path up and

down Interstate 35 would automatically take Exit 358 at

Abbott-Willie Nelson's hometown, about 10 miles south

of Hillsboro-and make a quick stop at the Turkey Shop.

There, we'd feast on a turkey plate
($4.99 for turkey, two sides, and bread)

or, in my case, the perfect turkey sand-

wich for $3.99: two grill-toasted pieces of

white bread encasing white meat, with
lettuce, tomato, and Miracle Whip.

The satisfying drill was exactly the

same, for years and years and years.
Then suddenly, in April 2004, we

pulled up and the door was locked.
We'd been shut off from our turkey-
cold turkey.

The sign said "Closed, but will

reopen." When? When? There were ru-
mors of "soon" and "next January."
Didn't happen.

Some shopping e
more Gemutlich

Gemutlichkeit i
warm, inviting a

perfect way to describe the
Shop. And enjoy our many
w ith a colorful Texas accen

in the Texas Hill Couti

German herita e. e e m 00
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As the months
went by and we

passed that exit

again and again,

we'd look mourn-

fully down from
I-35 at the Turkey
Shop. Grass had 

sprung up in the
parking lot. The roof

Li{jdy 'uilL i {IHuZ J,iuil

was buckling. We to, pickle, onion, and Mir
were losing hope.

Then, with as little notice as we'd had
that it was closing-none-we were driv-
ing by the Turkey Shop in June and no-
ticed a sign: "Reopening soon."

experiences offer
keit than others.

N S

s German for cozy, comfortable,
nd hospitable. And that's the
holidays around here. Come.
charming German traditions -

t.

.J

Toll free 1-866-997-3600
www.fredericksburg-texas.com

Visitor Information Center
302 E. Austin

(Dbwntown Fredericksburg)
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acle Whip-at the Turkey Shop Smokin Cafe in Abbott.

The sign with the big turkey had been
cleaned up, and the words "Smokin
Cafe" had been added where "Food For
Here or To Go" used to be. The place had
a new roof and a grassless parking lot.

We returned the first week of July,
and, behold, it was open. We ordered
turkey sandwiches with trepidation:
Would they be the same? Because if they
weren't, we'd be crushed.

We munched without talking. The
sandwiches were the same.

"Exactly the same," manager Ryan
Kaska confirmed proudly. "We're smok-
ing the turkeys just the same."

Ryan and the Turkey Shop's new
owners, Tony and Beverly Pustejovsky,
wouldn't dare change that sandwich.
Fans who've loved it since the shop
opened in 1967 would scream bloody
murder.

"My parents and a lot of other people
always went after church to the Turkey
Shop. It was a big meeting place," says
Carolyn Mueck of Waco, who grew up
in Hillsboro.

Carolyn, whose first job was with the
Hillsboro ISD, remembers the Turkey
Shop's previous owner, Robert Lee Tufts.

"Bobby's FFA project in school was
his turkeys," Carolyn recalls.

Carolyn's sister, Alyce Guynn, who



What few of the Turkey Shop's many fans know is that there

wouldn't have been any turkey plates or turkey sandwiches

had it not been for grasshoppers.

/

/

i i~

tHuy, AtuL nop. fi/ Iiu

the to rkey on top.
ai 11 [di S1'j11 wi V h

now lives in Austin, remembers back
when Robert's parents, Gilbert and
Usa Lee Tufts, started turkey farming
in the 1950s near Hillsboro.

"The Tufts lived outside of town
and raised tur-

keys," Alyce recalls.
"They'd smoke the
turkeys for people
if they wanted."

Once she moved
to Austin and be-
gan traveling back

and forth to Hills-
boro, Alyce start-
ed stopping at the
Turkey Shop.

"I always have

the same thing: turkey, dressing, and green
beans," she says. "Sometimes corn."

What few of the Turkey Shop's many
fans know is that there wouldn't have

been any turkey plates or turkey sand-
wiches had it not been for grasshoppers.

"They were farming cows up in

Hillsboro," Ryan, who is Robert Tufts'
son-in-law, says of Gilbert and Usa Lee,

phone number, and it transfers to a fax

machine without be-

ing answered.
The grocery, which

Willie Nelson bought
this year (the or-
ganic vegetables

sold there are from
a farm he owns

nearby) is about the

only other thing to
visit in Abbott. You

can gas up at the

newly spiffed-up Ex-
xon station next door, and you can drive

by and look at the Abbott Methodist
Church that Willie bought this year to
keep it from closing down. Willie has also
bought the building next door to the gro-

cery; by the time you read this, it could be
a coffeehouse, Willie memorabilia store, or
both. At this point, Willie's not sure what
to do with it. (continued on page 63)

November 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 13

TURKEY SHOP SMOKIN CAFE is
about 20 miles north of Waco, at -
Exit 358 off Interstate 35. Call 254/
580-9644. Hours: 10:30-8. Closed Tue.
The Exxon station is right next door.

Abbott Cash Grocery, at 218 E. Walnut St.,
about 1 mile off Interstate 35, sells coffee,
sandwiches, soda, chips, and organic vegetables.

And, you can drive by and see Abbott City
Hall, at 208 E. Walnut St., but there won't be
anyone there.

"and the fields were full of grasshoppers.
They bought the turkeys to get rid of

the grasshoppers."

Did it work?
"They tell me it did," says Ryan.
Then, as workers arrived to work on

Interstate 35 in the 1960s, they wanted

something to eat. So Usa Lee Tufts would
cook them turkey.

The Turkey Shop opened in 1967, right
next to the interstate as an outgrowth
of that business, Ryan says. In 1987,
Usa Lee sold the business to her son,
Robert, who closed the shop in 2004 for

personal reasons.
Although he has been mayor of this

town of about 300 for nearly a decade,
Robert Tufts, now that he's retired from
the Turkey Shop, keeps a pretty low pro-
file. Abbott's the sort of town where you
can do that. Its City Hall is a little house
with a mail slot for paying city bills. When
I telephoned, there was nobody there.

"There never is," says Joyce Kempson,
who runs Abbott Cash Grocery, a stone's
throw down the street. Call the City Hall
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TEXAS LAYS CLAIM TO A LEGENDARY STATUS and a mystical pull, much of it due to a grand

and storied history. But Hollywood has certainly contributed to the legend. Many of the state's classic

images come from the movies. Giant, The Alamo, Hud, and Bonnie and Clyde stand tall among the

extensive filmography that has immortalized the lives and landscape of Texas, both real and mythical,

while fusing facts with fable, fiction, and fantasy. BY THE EARLY 1990s, film production in Texas

had ramped up considerably. During her term, Governor Ann Richards spearheaded the effort to rein-

troduce Hollywood to Texas, visiting Los Angeles frequently to drum up interest. Tom Copeland, Texas

film commissioner from 1995 to 2005, continued to solicit interest from the studios, while Dallas, Houston, and Austin

built up the facilities and the crews capable of managing large-scale productions. Even still, the rural areas and small

towns of Texas drew film directors wanting a certain look. MOVIES SHOT IN TEXAS now number in the hundreds, and

some have become part of our collective consciousness. The following films capture the culture, the land, and the people that

have made the Lone Star State such a compelling cinematic subject. BY SUSAN KIRR PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

EDNA FERBER'S
novel Giant, which

depicted Texas'
difficult transition

from ranching to

oil production, cre-

- ated quite a stir

when it was published in 1952. A Life
magazine spread that ran in 1956, the

year the film opened, declared, Texans

"speak softly, even when bragging loud-
est, rule the Mexicans with abrupt vio-

lence, and are hurt when their children

turn o gentler ways. Many in Texas did

not like this book." Though banned from

South Texas' King Ranch, Ferber based

her fictional account on that type of

epic scenario, but director George Stevens

preferred the wide-open plains and dis-

tant mountain vistas of West Texas to cre-

ate the right look for his film.

Production set up in May 1955 at Ryan

Ranch, a huge property near Marfa with

stunning views of the Cuesto del Burro and

IV i

.1 ,

Chinati mountains to the south and the

Davis Mountains to the north. Although

Stevens shot most of the interiors at studios

in Los Angeles, the exteriors of the movie's

fictional Reata Ranch are all Texas.

The studio's art department built the

exterior facade of the Victorian classic the

Benedicts called home. The designers

based their set on the famous Waggoner

mansion, El Castile, in Decatur. But Ste-

vens came to Marfa to shoot the spectac-

ular drive up to the house at Reata, as

well as the cattle herding, the barbecue,
and the scenes on the porch. Clay Evans,

The panoramic West Texas landscape (facing page) near Marfa played a memorable role in the Hollywood classic Giant. The pumpjack at Odessa's Ratliff Stadium

(top), a setting in Friday Night Lights, stands sentinel. Welcome to James Dean's room (above) at Marfa's Hotel Paisano. POSTER ART COURTESY VULCAN VIDEO, AUSTIN
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wrangler on the film for $15 a day. Evans

now owns the ranch, on US 90 west of
Marfa, and it remains as beautiful and un-
spoiled today as :r was back then. How-

ever, the house facade is in ruins, on private

property, and no longer distinguishable.

Closer to Marfa on US 90 stands the

Eppenauer Ranch, which served as the

location for Jett Rink's Little Reata. From

the road, you can still see the windmills

and wooden structures where Jert first

struck black 'old and made his fortune.

The film's stars, Rock Hudson, Eliz-

abeth Taylor, and James Dean, stayed at

Marfa's El Paisano Ho:el while filming

Giant. In those days, there were no suites,
and all the rooms were pretty small. In

subsequent years, the hotel fell into disre-

pair, but its new owners, Joe and Lanna
Duncan, have refurbished i:. preserving

the charming Spanish Colonial Revival

details and renaming it the Hotel Paisano.
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rooms (211 and 212' have been expanded

into suites, but James Dean's room (223)

remains much as it was when he stayed

there. If you visit the hotel, be sure to check

out the GianT gallery in the lobby.

re A"I'

t k

ca keep costs

FOR HIS DIREC-
torial debut, John Wayne

took on the story of

the Alamo, a sacrosanct

tale in the minds of

many Texans. He was

contemplating shooting

in Mexico and Panama

to a minimum. When

Brackettville rancher Happy Shahan
heard tiis, he became determined to con-

vinc- Wayne zo shoot in Texas. Wayne

(V-

eventually sent a location scout to the

ranch who was taken with its 22,000 pic-

turesque acres on the edge of the Hill

Country, but Wayne remained noncom-

mittal. Eighteen months later, Wayne

called-he had decided to begin produc-

tion at the ranch. (continued on page 18)
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Texas Bluebonnets and Butterfly
Ornament
Glass ornament handpainted by Texas artist
Pattilu Bowlsby and embellished with
a three-dimensional butterfly.

Made in Texas, diameter: 2/8"

#39106.......$14.00

Texas Highways 2007 Calendar
13 breathtaking scenic images
from around the Lone Star State.

Size: 13/2" x 10/4" Opens to: 13/2" x 211/2"

#33145.......$11.95

Lone Star Chili Apron
This apron sizzles like the Texas

summer heat! Proudly display
your Texas attitude while cooking
inside or grilling outdoors.

2

NATII

Native Texas Gardens
Maximum Beauty, Minimum Upkeep A
By Sally Wasowski and Andy Wasowski. More than

60 gardens are highlighted. Includes information

on maintenance, designers, and architects, and
provides an index of plants.

185 pages, 8/2" x 11", full-color, paperback

#36522.......$24.95

4" wide x 33" long with
adjustable neck strap
50% cotton/50% polyester

Appropriate for men and women

#38602.......$17.95

Cooking with
Texas Highways
More than 250 recipes and
80 color photos gathered from
Texas Highways magazine.

2005, 256 pages,
8%" x 10/4", full-color,
hardcover

#36137.......$24.95
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LAST
PICTURE

SHOW

The refurbished Royal Theater in Arc'ier City, a setting in -he Last Picture Show, no longer screens films,
but does host the Late Week Lazy Boy Supper Club, the Texasvdie Opry, and other live stage productions.

T.ARRY McMUR-
try's coming-of-age

novel, The Last
Picture Show, was

published in 1966,
with the film ver-

sion, directed by

Peter Bogdanovich,
released in 1971. McMurtry's hometown,
Archer City, was called Thalia in the
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Shahan's wife, Virginia (Happy died in

1996), is convinced she knows what

cinched the deal for Texas. "The deciding

factor of bringing it here was a man in

Brackettville who could make adobe,"

Virginia says. She tells of John Wayne's

desire for authenticity and his meeting

with "Chato" Hernandez, who had

worked with the WPA and knew how to

make adobe bricks from mud and straw.

More than one million bricks later, the

Alamo was ready for the cameras.

Unlike Giant, none of the interiors

were filmed in Hollywood. Duke was

adamant about shooting all interiors at

the set or in Brackettville. There's no mis-

taking the Alamo replica and its sur-

rounding Southwest Texas panoramic

countryside. The production also con-

structed portions of the old town of San

Antonio de B6xar. The replicated Mex-

ican cantina, hotel exterior, and San

Fernando Church remain, much as they

were depicted in the film.

After filming finished, Alamo Village
opened to the public in 1960. For nearly

50 years, visitors have come to see the sites

where many of these famous scenes were

shot. A plaque accompanies each location,
describing scenes from The Alamo and

other movies filmed at the site in succeed-

ing years. In all, more than 50 features (in-

cluding Two Rode Together, Bandolero!,

Barbarosa, Lonesome Dove, Bad Girls,

and Once Upon a Time in China and

America) have been produced at Alamo

Village, in addition to numerous documen-

taries, music videos, and commercials.

i i
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novel, and changed to Anarene (the name

of another actual Archer County town)

in the film. Despite all the name changes,
Archer City was clearly the subject at

hand. The critically acclaimed movie and

perennial repertory favorite became a

career highlight for many of those

involved-Bogdanovich, McMurtry, Tim-

othy Bottoms, Cybill Shepherd, Jeff
Bridges, Cloris Leachman (Academy

Award for Best Supporting Actress), and
Ben Johnson (Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actor).

Gary Beesinger, who grew up in Archer

tE><> FIMOGRAPHY,
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Giant

The Alamo

State Fair
m

1927

1956

1960

1962

1963

1967

1971

1980

1983

1983

1984

1984

1985

1989

1991

1991

1992

1993

1996

1996

1998

1998

1999

2000

2000

2001

2002

2004

2004

2005

2006

San Antonio

Marfa

Brackettville

Dallas

Claude

Dallas/Fort Worth

Archer City

Houston, Pasadena

Houston

Waxahachie

Austin

Waxahachie

Dallas

Dallas

Austin

Irving, Dallas

Claude, Happy, Tulia, Groom, Plainview, Irving

Hud

Bonnie and Clyde

The Last Picture Show

Urban Cowboy

Terms of Endearment

Tender Mercies

Blood Simple

Places in the Heart

The Trip to Bountiful

Born on the Fourth of July

Slacker maaaaa

JFK
Leap of Faith

A Perfect World

Bottle Rocket

Lone Star

Dancer, Texas Pop. 81

Rushmore

Office Space

All the Pretty Horses

Miss Congeniality

Spy Kids

The Rookie_
The Alamo

Friday Night Lights

The Three Burials of
Melquiades Estrada

Glory Road

Archer City native Gary Beesiiger, an extia m The
Last Picture Show, still recalls the controversy sur-
rounding the films release. Tame by today's standards,
the movie is now considered a timeless classic.

City and still lives there, served as an

extra in the film, playing basketball in the

high school gym scene. He recalls the

town's reaction to the film.

"Back then it was controversial, right

on the verge of what everyone thought

was X-rated," Gary says. "It caused the

McMurtry family a lot of grief."

Today, the filr seems timeless, touch-

ing on teenage angst, youthful explo-
ration of sex, and small-town intrigue

and gossip.
From the main intersection in Archer

City (known as "the blinking light"), you

can see many of the principal locations

depicted in the movie. The Royal Theater

had burned in 1965, and only the exterior

appears in the film. Designer Polly Platt

converted an empty building on a corner

into the Texas Moon Cafe; the building

now houses one of the four bookstores

McMurtry currently operates in the town.

The gas station seen at the beginning of the

movie now hosts the town's visitor center,
and the American Legion Hall, just down

Main Street, became the set for the Christ-

mas dance in the film. All that remains

from the movie's site for Sam the Lion's

pool hall is a vacant lot on Center Street.
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Martindale

Dallas

Eagle Pass, Del Rio, Laredo

Fort Davis

Houston

Austin

San Antonio, Big Bend, Boerne, Helotes

Austin, San Antonio

Austin, San Antonio

Austin, Thorndale, Dallas

Dripping Springs, Austin

Odessa, Austin, Abilene, Houston, Notrees

Van Horn, Monahans, Santa Elena Canyon,
Lajitas, Cibolo Creek, Midland/Odessa

El Paso, Fort Worth
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the glory and travails of Texas high school football were thrillngly portrayed in Friday Night Lights at Odessa's katlil Stadiun.

Bogdanovich took the small town and

amplified the loneliness by photograph-

ing it in stark black and white. Gary

Beesinger notes that Bogdanovich shot

the town in pieces, making it appear even

smaller than it was. He also used wind

machines, blowing tumbleweeds, and

sound effects of whistling wind to height-

en the feeling of hopelessness.

"I think Peter Bogdanovich is a

genius," Gary says. "He really created

an effect of desolation, isolation, and

boredom."
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FRIDAY a
LIGHTS

H.G. "BUZZ" BIS-
singer's book Friday

'2 Night Lights, pub-
lished in 1990, por-
trays the 1988 Per-

mian Panthers, the

football team at the larger of Odessa's

two high schools, and the coaches, fam-

ilies, and "Mojoland" fans that sur-

rounded them. Like Giant and The Last

Picture Show, this book also touched a

nerve. The text examined the disturb-

ing aspects of Texas football mania and

confronted sociological relations in

the community as well.

The book seemed destined to hit the

big screen, and eventually Universal made

the film, with director Peter Berg shooting

primarily in Austin and Odessa in 2002.
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board," which proudly declares the six

years (so far) that the Permian Panthers

have reigned as state champs. Down-

town, the area south of 8th Street

where the character Boobie Miles jogged

along the railroad tracks, has another

pumpjack bobbing away, right in the

middle of the street. And the tiny town of
Notrees (exactly! there are no trees), near

the Monahans Sandhills, sets the scene for

the boys' trapshooting.

Friday Night Lights gets Odessa right-
the wide-open spaces, the small-town
atmosphere, and the constant yearning of

young people to grow up and get out on
their own. And, the film's legacy grows
with a new television series, based on the
book and movie, now showing on NBC.

rom All the Pretty Horses to Viva

Zapata!, State Fair to Urban Cow-

boy, Selena to Glory Road and this

year's filming in Marfa of No

Country for Old Men and There

Will Be Blood, the Lone Star State

and Hollywood share a long and
illustrious partnership that con-

tinues to make stories come to life and
dreams come true. *

SUSAN KIRR is an Austin-based writer and
filmmaker. She wrote about Padre Island
National Seashore in the May 2005 issue.

Staff photographer GRIFF SMITH stayed in
James Dean's room at the Hotel Paisano in
Marfa. Griff's favorite made-in-Texas movies,
Tender Mercies and Secondhand Lions, both
star Robert Duvall.

essentials LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

The movie opens with sweeping aerial

views of Odessa, set on the high plains and

dotted with oil pumpjacks. Ratliff Stadium,
at the corner of Grandview Avenue and

Yukon Road, contains the gridiron where

many of the film's epic football battles

unfold. With a line of tall pine trees paren-

thetically enclosing each end zone, and cra-
matically framed by big, blue West Texas

skies, the stadium, which seats nearly

20,000, continues to host Permian and

Odessa High football. There's a big pur-p-

jack right out in front, too.

At the high school, on East 42nd

Street, you can see what they call "the

MARFA Hotel Paisano, 207 N. Highland St.,
Box Z, 79843. Call 432/729-3669 or 866/
729-3669; www.hotelpaisano.com. Rates:
$99-$210.

The Chinati Foundation, 1 Cavalry Row, perma-
nently exhibits the works of artists Donald Judd,
Dan Flavin, and John Chamberlain, among oth-
ers. Tours Wed-Sun. Reservations recommended.
Section 1 tour begins at 10 a.m.; section 2 tour
starts at 2 p.m. Admission: $10, $5 students
and seniors, free for Foundation members and
age 11 and younger. Write to Box 1135, 79843;
432/729-4362; www.chinati.org.

Maiya's, 103 N. Highland St., offers a full bar
and an eclectic menu of wonderful New American
cuisine. Hours: Wed-Sat 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Call
432/729-4410.

BRACKETiVILLE Alamo Village is 7 miles north
of Brackettville on FM 674. Hours: Opens daily
9 a.m.; closed Christmas week. Call 830/563-
2580; www.alamovillage.com.

Fort Clark Springs, a former cavalry base, offers
hotel rooms, a restaurant, and a spring-fed
swimming pool. Write to the Fort Clark Springs
Assn., Inc., Box 345, 78832; 830/563-2493;
www.fortclark.com.

Julie's, 612 W. Military Dr., serves Mexican (in-
cluding Victor's delicious stuffed avocado) and
American food, and occasionally Asian food.
Hours: Daily 8:30-3, also dinner Tue-Sat 5-10.
Call 830/563-9511.

ARCHER CITY The Royal Theater, 113 E. Main
St., has been renovated and now hosts year-
round events, including the Late Week Lazy Boy
Supper Club, the Texasville Opry, and stage
plays. Write to Box 1070, 76351; 940/574-
2489 or 877/729-ROYAL; www.royaltheater.org.

Booked Up, 216 S. Center St., is Larry McMurtry's
bookstore that occupies 4 buildings, holding
several hundred thousand fine, rare, and schol-
arly books. Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5. Call 940/574-
2511; www.bookedupac.com.

Lonesome Dove Inn, 225 W. Main St., is a bed
and breakfast with rooms themed on McMurtry's
novels (the Terms of Endearment Suite, the
Comanche Moon Room, and Hud's Library).
Rates: $65 and up; suites $150 and up. Call
940/574-2700; www.lonesomedoveinn.com.

The Spur Hotel, 110 N. Center St., also offers
reasonably priced accommodations. Call 940/
574-2501.

ODESSA The Permian Panthers' season
runs from late Aug. to early Nov. To review their
schedule, visit www.mojoland.net or www.odessa
permian.com.

The Globe Theatre, 2308 Shakespeare Rd., hosts
the annual Southwest Shakespeare Festival in late
summer. Call 432/580-3177; www.globesw.org.

FOR MORE INFORMATION on movies made in
Texas, visit the Texas Film Commission Web site,
www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/film.
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story and photographs

by Joel Salcido
S

ABOVE: WITH FISHING ROD IN HAND, MARCOS GARCIA PEDALS
HIS BIKE DOWN BAYFRONT PARK JUST BEFORE SUNDOWN.

FACING PAGE: A SAILBOAT DRIFTS PEACEFULLY IN THE TRANQUIL
WATERS OF SAN ANTONIO BAY AT SUNSET.
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Sea
southeast of Victoria along the Texas coast, the

estuary waters of San Antonio Bay turn tranquil in

November, and not surprisingly, so do town residents. At Bayfront Park,

the occasional recreational fisherman casts a line or two into a blanket of

water that mirrors the sky. The only sound is that of bait splashing into the

water, triggering ripples that eventually reach the fisherman in small, silent

waves. A few boat lengths away from the fisherman stands the wooden

dock, quiet this fall evening, as the local crabbers have long retired home,

perhaps resting before facing another taxing and solitary day in the Gulf

of Mexico. Most of them are Vietnamese refugees who found Seadrift to

be the perfect place to put their fishing skills to work after arriving in

the United States at the end of the Vietnam War. Among them is a

Charismatic Catholic priest, 85-year-old Father Anthony Tran Van Kiem.

.I:.j i

SON NGUYEN HAS BEEN CRABBING FOR THREE YEARS. ON THIS DAY, HE FARED POORLY ON HIS CATCH.
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I find him playing the piano in solitude, and after I knock loudly at his

door, he finally comes to welcome me in. He is short in stature but extraor-

dinary in achievement. He is held in high regard by his parishioners, who

claim that he "showed us the way in our new surroundings." Father

Anthony, the former priest at St. Patrick's Catholic Church, ministered to

the Vietnamese community in Seadrift from 1986 until earlier this year.

When not helping his flock, he translated the Bible from Greek to

Vietnamese, a formidable task that took him 10 years. Father Anthony

also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry and a Master of

FATHER ANTHONY TRAN VAN KIEM, 85,
TRANSLATED THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM
GREEK TO VIETNAMESE, A FORMIDABLE
TASK THAT TOOK HIM 10 YEARS. FATHER
ANTHONY SERVED AS PRIEST OF ST. PAT-
RICK'S CATHOLIC CHURCH FROM 1986
UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT EARLIER THIS YEAR.
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A SCULPTURAL TOWER OF WOODEN CRATES STACKS UP AT SEADRIFT HARBOR. THE CRATES,
USED BY CRABBERS TO STORE THEIR CATCH, HOLD APPROXIMATELY 65 POUNDS OF CRAB EACH.

Science in physics. Like his parishioners, Father Anthony left Vietnam

as one of the "boat people," and boat people they all remain, since,

according to Lisa Nguyen, most of them "were born and raised by the

water." Lisa, along with her husband, The (pronounced Tay), co-owns

Dockside Bait. Dockside Bait and other local fish houses help market

the area's annual harvest of some 1.5 million pounds of crabs. Most

of this harvest is processed into crabmeat by the Seadrift Seafood Pro-

cessing plant, owned by Hiep Nguyen, who arrived in Seadrift as a seven-

year-old. Crabbing, along with oyster- and shrimp-harvesting, keeps the

fishing community here active year round. With a population of about

1,350, Seadrift remains a fishing community at its core, even though

AFTER A LONG DAY OF CRABBING, A FISHING BOAT IS DOCKED FOR THE NIGHT IN SEADRIFT
HARBOR, ONLY TO SET SAIL AGAIN TOMORROW.

BEFORE SUNRISE, CRABBERS BEGIN HARVESTING
IN SAN ANTONIO BAY AND SURROUNDING WATERS.
THEY SPEND MUCH OF THE DAY OUT AND COME IN
10 HOURS LATER TO WEIGH THEIR CATCH.
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ABOUT 1.5 MILLION POUNDS OF CRAB ARE HARVESTED ANNUALLY IN THE BAY AREA, MOST OF WHICH ARE PROCESSED BY
SEADRIFT SEAFOOD PROCESSING. HERE, VIETNAMESE WORKERS EXTRACT THE MEAT FROM THE CRUSTACEANS' SHELLS.

\V

TEXAS GULF COAST BLUE CRABS, JUST AFTER
BEING HARVESTED FROM SAN ANTONIO BAY.

a

low-priced foreign shrimp imports have forced several shrimpers out of

business. This bay town has continued to attract outsiders, such as German

artist Dieter Erhard, who bought a 62-foot shrimp boat in the 1990s and

converted it into the Art Center Seadrift, which features an art gallery and

a sculpture center. (See Just Passing Through, page 60.) Another visitor-

turned-resident, former police officer Wesley Hunt, left Wichita, Kansas, in

his quest for warm waters for surfing and sailing. Now, after 12 years in

Seadrift, he docks his sailboats just across the street from his home, a sea-

side scene that could inspire any artist. The Gulf of Mexico's warm,

resplendent waters remain the lure that brings people to Seadrift, whether

as visitors or settlers. And it's by the sea they remain, savoring its bounty,

the companionship it fosters, and Seadrift's natural beauty, so often defined

by the radiant golds and pinks of a lingering sunset. *
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IN AN ALMOST SYMBOLIC GESTURE, A CRABBER'S RUBBER GLOVES ARE HUNG TO DRY AT DAY'S END.

Frequent contributor JOEL SALCIDO provided photo-
graphs for the story "Big Splurge, Big Bargains, Big
Bend" in September's special issue.
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BY JOHN GOODSPEED

BAMBERGER RANCH PRESERVE, [INSET] NORTHRUP PIPE CREEK RANCH

of ranchers grew up thinking the
only good snake is a dead snake.LOIS begiannhr ru thing the aonsi
An enlightened few, though, are
beginning to see diamonds in

those diamondbacks-as well as money in mice, treasure
in turtles, and a bonanza in butterflies.

An innovative competition pairing ranchers and world-
class photographers is proving that bugs, buzzards, and
bull nettles can create striking images-and a new cash
crop-with nature photography.

Just as ranchers lease land for hunting, they also can
open their gates to amateur and professional photographers
to get more bangs for their bucks with shots fired only

through lenses.
Wildlife wins, too, with the budding nature-photogra-

phy industry that encourages the preservation of habitat.
The driving force behind the concept is the Images for

Conservation Fund Pro-Tour of Nature Photography,
which conducted its inaugural tournament last spring and
awarded $160,000 in prizes, split equally between
landowners and photographers.

Seventeen nature photographers, many with credits in
the likes of National Geographic, Audubon Magazine, and
Smithsonian, teamed up with 17 Hill Country ranches of
500 acres or more in 13 counties-Bandera, Bexar, Blanco,
Burnet, Comal, Kendall, Kerr, Kimble, Kinney, Medina,
Real, Travis, and Uvalde.

Coming from across Texas and the nation, the photog-
raphers worked the 30 days of April, each shooting for a
portfolio of 75 images, 15 in each of five categories-rep-
tiles, mammals, birds, invertebrates, and landscapes.

That meant creating more than two stunning images a
day, a tough task considering photographers can spend
days waiting for one magical intersection of wildlife and
light. Making the tournament even more difficult was the

stipulation that no more than two images of a single
species could be entered.

SEAN FITZGERALD
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KRAUSE RANCH

Most photographers arrived at their ranches (photographers

and landowners had been matched in a random drawing) about

two weeks early to scout and set up blinds and feeding sites,
much as white-tailed-deer hunters do (except the photogra-

phers' blinds were much closer to their subjects).

Most of the landowners worked closely with the photogra-

phers, and those who did came away from the contest with a

greater respect for birds, plants, and insects they had never real-

ly noticed in a lifetime of ranching.

One of those ranchers, John Kothmann of Red Creek Nature

Ranch in Kimble County, says that working with photographer

Cathy Illg of Lakewood, Colorado, was an eye-opening experi-

A

4

ence, introducing him not only to a new industry but also to

what lived practically unnoticed all around him.

"I've always appreciated the natural ebb and flow of life, the

mixture of creatures and creation, and the sacred aspects of the

land," John says. "But this has made me much more aware of

what's there. It has also given me an increased desire to take bet-

ter care of it and to meet the challenge of showing people how

to appreciate it."

Another was Texas-music pioneer Robert Earl Keen, owner

of the Rosetta Ranch in Bandera County, who teamed up with

photographer John Hendrickson of Clipper Mills, California.

Robert Earl already was tuned in to wildlife enough to know
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ESTRELLA RANCH

that a certain kestrel always returned to

his ranch on September 17, singer/song-

writer Hank Williams' birthday.

But, until John Hendrickson came along,
Robert Earl had seen only yellow, orange,
or black butterflies. John classified each

different butterfly by genus, species, and

common name, described their favorite

nectars, and named the birds that found

them too distasteful for a meal.

"I'm already a winner," Robert Earl

says now. "One day with John Hendrick-

son is like a year of college in the world

of wildlife."
Like many of the other photographers,

John sees his art as a way to draw people

into the intimate world of plants and ani-

mals, illustrate their beauty, encourage

respect for nature, and foster conservation.

"I'm a naturalist at heart," John says.

"Photography is just one of my tools.

Pictures are my primary way to share my

love of nature, and my whole life will

always be dedicated to that pursuit-

sharing a love of nature."

One rancher sold on the idea of leasing

his land to amateur and professional pho-

tographers is David Langford, one of the

owners of the Block Creek Natural Area, a

Kendall County ranch matched up with

photographer Leo Keeler of Emigrant,
Montana.

"The main goal of the contest was to

R

Alf,

_AND THROUGH THE LENS
IMAGES FOR CONSERVATION FUND is a non-
profit organization based in Edinburg that utilizes
the Pro-Tour of Nature Photography contest to pro-
mote habitat conservation and provide a source
of revenue for landowners. The inaugural tourna-
ment this year focused on the Hill Country. Next
year, it will be conducted along the Coastal Bend.

The following Hill Country ranches, all competi-
tors in the Pro-Tour, are open for photography
(call for reservations): Annandale Ranch (Uvalde
County), 830/988-2202; Block Creek Natural
Area (Kendall County), 830/995-2147, www.
blockcreeknaturalarea.com; Estrella Ranch
(Uvalde County), 713/495-6551; KKW Game
& Cattle (Bandera County), 210/930-7990,
www.kkwgameandcattle.com; Knibbe Ranch
(Comal County), 830/885-7773, www.knibbe
ranch.com; Northrup Pipe Creek Ranch (Bandera
County), 830/535-4024, www.pipecreek
ranch.com; Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve
(Burnet County), 512/355-3111, www.peaceful
springsnp.com; Red Creek Nature Ranch (Kimble
County), 325/475-2901, www.redcreeknature

help us get into the landowner side

of the nature photography busi-

ness to help us generate income, to

keep a ranch together that has

been in our family for six gen-

erations," says David, who also

is vice president emeritus of the

Texas Wildlife Association, an

advocacy organization for land-

owners, wildlife, habitat, and

hunters. "And that we have done.

We will be in the nature photogra-

phy business from now on."

That is just the spirit that Pro-Tour

cofounder and ICF chairman John

Martin hoped to inspire when he came up

with the idea a few years ago. John, who

lives in Edinburg, also cofounded the

Valley Land Fund, a land trust for wildlife

habitat in the Rio Grande Valley. The

VLF also sponsors a nature photography

contest to raise funds-the first contest

was held in 1994.
The VLF contest experience led Valley

ranchers to day-lease their land to pho-

tographers, and John expanded the con-

cept to the Pro-Tour, hoping to help

landowners cash in on an estimated 23

million Americans who photograph wild-

life annually.

The Pro-Tour, which will focus on

ranch.com; Stowers Ranch (Kerr County), 830/
238-4345, www.stowersranch.com; and The
Petersen Ranch (Kendall County), 830/833-
0958, www.thepetersenranch.com.

PRO-TOUR BOOK Some 200 images from the
Pro-Tour Contest will be published in a 10" x 10"
hardbound, full-color book. Images for Conserva-
tion: Book One, Texas Hill Country Edition ($45)
will be dedicated to visionary conservationist
Lady Bird Johnson in Austin on Oct. 28 at the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.

To order tickets to the dedication or copies of
Images for Conservation: Book One, Texas Hill
Country Edition, or for information on next year's
contest, call 956/381-1264, or visit www.images
forconservation.org. Books will be available for
purchase at Hill Country H-E-Bs after Oct. 28.

Other nature-oriented photo contests in Texas
include the Valley Land Fund Photo Contest
(956/686-6429; www.valleylandfund.com) and
the Coastal Bend Wildlife Photo Contest
(361/881-9316; www.wildlifephotocontest.com).

RED CREEK NATURE RANCH

Coastal Bend ranches next year, culminat-
ed in a coffee-table book, Images for Con-

servation: Book One, Texas Hill Country
Edition, to be dedicated October 28 at Aus-
tin's Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.

"Nature photography is a win for the
ranchers because it can earn them mon-
ey," says John. "It's a win for photogra-
phers, because it allows access to private
land, not crowded public land. And it's a
win for wildlife, because of conservation."

So the next time you see a diamond-
back, think greenback instead. *

Lifelong outdoors enthusiast JOHN GOOD-
SPEED writes about country music and the out-
doors for the San Antonio Express-News. A win-
ner of numerous awards for writing and pho-
tography, he is a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Texas Outdoor Writers Association.
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'S NO SECRET THAT WE TEXANS

yove our courthouses. And according to

Richard Moe, president of the National Trust

for Historic Preservation, we have every right

to be proud. In Richard's foreword to the handsome new book

Historic Texas Courthouses, he writes, "With 254 counties,

Texas might be expected to have at least a few courthouses with

genuine architectural significance-but in fact, the Lone Star

State's collection of these landmarks is absolutely unmatched in

the diversity and quality of their design."

The book's author, former Texas congressman and leading

preservationist Michael Andrews, shares Richard's enthusiasm

for these magnificent government buildings, and in this beauti-

fully illustrated volume, a new release from Bright Sky Press,

Michael provides a framework for understanding their signifi-

cance in our heritage. "Many of these architectural treasures

were erected during a dramatic period of economic growth and

cultural maturity," he writes. "During the e,
late nineteenth century and early twen-

tieth century, Texas courthouses became

the predominant symbol of self-govern-

ment, progress, and stability, and the '

very embodiment of a community's pride.

ABOVE: HOOD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, GRANBURY
RIGHT: COLUMN DETAIL, DENTON COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, DENTON

1 _ ear

a
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BEXAR COUNTY COURTHOUSE, SAN ANTONIO
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL HESTER AND LISA HARDAWAY
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"These buildings were not only viewed as mon-

umental in purpose and design; they became a vir-

tual repository of a person's life. Birth and death

certificates, marriage licenses, military records,
titles to property, and even a rancher's brand were

registered and secured at the county courthouse

.... Most importantly, Texas courthouses repre-

sented the rule of law.... The criminal justice sys-

tem could be swift in early Texas, and in certain

counties, incarceration, indictment, trial, and pun-

ishment were all carried out in the same building.

"The courthouse square became the focal point for celebra-

tions, markets, parades, and innumerable civic and public

functions. Memorials to a county's war heroes and most

sacred causes were erected on the courthouse grounds.... In

some regions of the state, the courthouse was the only stone

building, and in many counties, the courthouse was the tallest

and most substantial structure. Visible for miles, the stately

buildings became a navigation point on an empty prairie."

MICHAEL GIVES READERS THE BROAD PICTURE,

but he also profiles 100 of "the best examples of historic court-

houses in Texas," most of them built during what he calls the

Golden Age of Texas Courthouses-the late 1870s through the

turn of the 20th Century. And while he cites the contributions

of architects like Nicholas J. Clayton, brothers Frederick and

Oscar Ruffini, Alfred Giles, and James Riely Gordon, his focus

is on the individual buildings and what happened there.

"Many lof these old courthouses] are still in use today...,"

he writes. "One can stand within their walls and hear the same

sounds of history ringing through the courtrooms and hall-

ways, or stand on the courthouse square and sense the rhythms

of the past. These courthouses remain, as they

were when they were built, a central stage of
Texas history. The most meaningful historic

buildings tell a story about their time and place,

and the stories these great buildings tell us

about the people who built them, the citizens

who climbed their steps and entered their doors,
are threads in the fabric of Texas' history."

He notes that the current Gonzales County
Courthouse "was near completion when a par-

/ CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: STATUE ATOP WILSON
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, FLORESVILLE; INTERIOR,

COLORADO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COLUMBUS;

STAIRWAY, GONZALES COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
GONZALES; DOOR DETAIL, SHACKELFORD COUNTY

COURTHOUSE, ALBANY

FACING PAGE: VICTORIA COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
VICTORIA
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doned gunfighter and lawyer named John Wesley Hardin filed

pleadings and documents in the county clerk's office that is still

serving its purpose today." And he writes, "The seven-hundred-

pound courthouse bell in Fort Davis still chimes..., just as it did

almost a hundred years ago to warn of attacks by Pancho

Villa's army from across the Rio Grande."

THANKS TO HUNDREDS OF SIMILARANECDOTES

and stunning photography by Paul Hester and Lisa Hardaway,

even non-Texans will find Historic Texas Courthouses an

enjoyable read. However, the book serves another purpose:

It reminds us that preservation requires action. Some of the

spectacular structures pictured in the book were in danger of

being destroyed or lost just a few decades ago. Others that

might have been saved are gone forever.

THREADS FROM THE PAST
4 The big, second-floor courtroom in tiny Anderson, where a
member of Bonnie and Clyde's gang was convicted and sentenced
to death, is still called to order every week by a district judge.

4 The Hanging Tree on the courthouse square in Goliad still
stands as citizens walk under its towering limbs.

4 In Cherokee and Shelby counties, politicians still draw crowds
to the same courthouse squares used by Sam Houston and
Lyndon Johnson in their campaigns for public office.

- In Ozona, the old oak tree under which Crockett County offi-
cials erected a tent to hold their first court session in 1891
still stands near the county's courthouse, built in 1902.
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CLOCKWISE FROM FACING PAGE: HOPKINS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, WITH STATUE HONOR-
ING THE COUNTY'S VETERANS IN FOREGROUND,
SULPHUR SPRINGS; TOM GREEN COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, SAN ANGELO; WISE COUNTY

COURTHOUSE, DECATUR; INTERIOR, ELLIS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, WAXAHACHIE
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"By the early 1970s," Michael writes, "more than two dozen

historic courthouses had been destroyed across the state.... In

1998, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named the

historic courthouses of Texas to its annual list of 'America's 11

Most Endangered Historic Places,' b-inging national attention

to these architectural treasures and tneir plight."

The following year, then-Governor George W. Bush and the

Texas Legislature established the Texas Historic Courthouse

Preservation Program. Administered by the Texas Historical

Commission, the program proved so successful that the

National Trust gave it a National Preservation Honor Award

in 2004. Because of this program, Andrews says, "...many of

these important buildings have been saved and faithfully

returned to their former glory." Courthouse restoration proj-

ects continue in many Texas counties.

"The best historic architecture de-

fines a place and connects each gener-

S action with its past," Michael con-

cludes. "The historic courthouses of

,, Texas...are important, and their pres-

ervation and restoration is one of the

great civic responsibilities of our time."

_- -NOLA McKEY

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: VIEW FROM DEWITT

COUNTY COURTHOUSE, CUERO; SHELBY COUNTY

COURTHOUSE, CENTER; INTERIOR, MAVERICK

COUNTY COURTHOUSE, EAGLE PASS; ATASCOSA

COUNTY COURTHOUSE, JOURDANTON; ARCHES,

ARCHER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, ARCHER CITY;

DETAIL, YOUNG COUNTY COURTHOUSE, GRAHAM

To order Historic Texas Courthouses by
Michael Andrews (Bright Sky Press, 2006,
$49.95 plus shipping, handling, and appli-
cable tax), call 866/933-6133, or write to
Bright Sky Press, Box 416, Albany 76430;
www.brightskypress.com.IT
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Texas' beloved State Tree often plays hard-to-get u ts Ar
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By Stephen Holloway

Ph orographs by Michael Amador
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n his deathbed in
1906,James S. Hogg, the first na-

tive Texas Governor, requested

that a pecan tree and a walnut

tree be planted at his grave. At

the time, pecans were a struggling

population. Carpenters felled the

trees for their hard wood, and farm-

ers cut them down so the nuts could

be harvested easily. Hogg wanted pe-

cans to return in numbers and stature.

"And when these trees shall bear," he

told his family, "let the pecans and wal-

nuts be given out among the plain people

of Texas so they may plant them and

make Texas a land of trees."

One hundred years later, the governor's

vision is reality. An act of the Texas

Legislature in 1919 proclaimed the pe-

can the State Tree of Texas. Native and

improved varieties of this sweet provider

cover an estimated one million acres

across Texas, and the pecan reigns as one

of the most predominant yard trees in the

state. Last year, Texas led the nation with

a total harvested pecan crop of 65 million

pounds, followed by New Mexico with

62 million pounds, and Georgia with 60

million pounds. Total U.S. utilized pro-

duction of pecans in 2005 weighed in at

slightly over 250 million pounds.
The pecan's name comes from an Al-

gonquian Indian word, peccan, roughly

meaning "a nut that must be cracked with

a stone." But try cracking open a good

commercial pecan harvest. The trees re-

quire massive amounts of water and fer-

tilizer and the perfect blend of warm and

cold spells. A tree produces nuts for hun-

Texas led the nation's pecan crops last year,
with 65 million pounds harvested. A member of
the walnut family and the hickory genus, Carya
illinoinensis became Texas' State Tree in 1919.

Pecans!
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dreds of years, but pests, wind, hail, and

all the other malevolent sideways glances

of Mother Nature can decimate a crop.

Perhaps that's why we revere the hard-

shelled nut throughout our state: It is a

difficult success.

Counties across Texas celebrate this

jewel of the grove with festivals, monu-

ments, and more recipes than any one

kitchen could ever produce. Orchards

bloom in all regions of the state; head any

direction from just about any place in

Texas, and chances are you'll find a pecan

orchard or purveyor in less than an hour.

Notable pecan locales are detailed below.

San Saba
quick drive down Wallace

Street in San Saba, and

you'll know why this small

;I town, where the Colorado

and San Saba rivers merge,
calls itself the "Pecan Capital of the

World." There seems to be a pecan pur-

veyor on every block, and the inviting

shade of a centuries-old pecan tree is

always just a few steps away.

In Mill Pond Park, the site of the town's

first waterworks, the canopy of pecans and

a spring-fed pond combine to make one of

the most beautiful city parks you'll ever

see. Sixteen majestic pecan trees stand sen-

try-like at the corners of the San Saba

County Courthouse lawn, where a stone

monument pays tribute to E.E. Risien, a

"Pecan Pioneer" cited by the 42nd Texas

Legislature as a "world leader" in the

pecan industry. This is no exaggeration.

Fate intervened when Risien, on his

way to California in 1874, ran out of

money in San Saba. An amateur horticul-

turist born in pecan-less England, Risien

found himself in awe of the multitude of

native pecans and enamored with their

potential as a cash crop. He set out in

search of the perfect pecan, offering :he

substantial sum of five dollars to the per-

son with the best quality batch. After

a local resident produced a particularly

promising batch, Risien asked to see the

tree where the nuts were gathered. One

can only imagine the expression on

Risien's face or the thoughts that must

have raced through his head when they

48 TEXAS HIGHWAYS November 2006
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How do we love pecans? Let us count the ways: plain, roasted, salted, sugared, spiced, chocolate-
covered, and in brittle and nougat. And let us not forget the cakes, muffins, tea breads, and that most
popular of all holiday treats, pecan pie.

arrived at the tree. Only one limb re-

mained cn the tall trunk. The harvester

explained that he'd stood on that limb so

he could saw the other limbs off to make

it easier to gather the nuts.

Risien, then 21 years old, bought the

tree and the surrounding 328 acres and

established an orchard of pecan varieties

derived from that single tree. This tree,
known as the San Saba Mother Tree, has

yielded more varieties of pecans than any

other in the world. The Mother Tree truly

changed the pecan industry, producing

such delectables as the No. 60, the Jersey,
the Liberty Bond, the San Saba Improved,
the Sovereign, the Onliwon, the Texas

Prolific, and the Western Schley (by far

the most cultivated pecan in the world).

By the beginning of the 1900s, San Saba

ruled as the center of the pecan industry,
and Edmond Risien as its triumphant

leader. Patrons of Risien's West Texas
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Counties across Texas celebrate this jewel of the grove with festivals,
monuments, and more recipes than any one kitchen could ever produce.

At Seguin's Pape Pecan House (above and top right), surrounded by some 4,000 nutcrackers of every shape, size, and confguration, Molly Gaines of
Gonzales and co-owner Zee Pape load up a basketful of unshelled nuts. Zee's husband, Kenneth, has been forecasting the state pecan harvest since the
1960s, At right below is a sampling of goodies from San Saba's Millican Pecan Company, established in 1888.

Pecan Nursery included C.W. Post, Queen

Victoria, Alfred, Lord Tennyson, and

Secretary of State John Jay, to name a few.

Production peaked in 1919; that year, San

Saba County produced 3.5 million pounds

of pecans, more than twice the total yield

of pecans produced by any other state.
San Saba continues as a leader in the

pecan industry today. Companies like

Oliver Pecan, R.B. Bagley and Sons, and

Doner Pecan Company see to that with a

traditional combination of hard work,
innovation, and the type of friendly serv-

ice you can only come across in a small

Texas town.

In the front room of a small house that

serves as storefront for the Millican Pecan

Company, Winston Millican, E.E. Risien's

great-great-grandson, smiles and talks

about the pecan harvest in November. The

cooler weather brings a month of 20-hour

days. Workers shake the trees with heavy,
vibrating machines that clamp to the trunk,
collect the nuts that fall to the ground, and

sort them in a sorter. Dust saturates the air,
the machines roar, the ground quakes.

"Sometimes I think it would be nice

if they paid royalties on pecans," Winston

jokes, motioning to a bin of Western

Schley pecans.

But he isn't waiting around for that to

happen. Winston and his wife, Kristen,
introduced Millican Pecan into the cyber

world when they started the company's

Internet storefront while students at

Texas A&M. After graduating in 2003,
they returned to San Saba (Winston grew

up there) and began making candy,
another new venture for a family business

that has been around since 1888.

Winston and Kristen's infectious energy

and hospitality are reason enough to step

into the cozy little shop on West Wallace

Street, but the young couple make some

of the best pecan confections you'll ever

find-plenty more reason to hang around

a while. Their pecan pies, both traditional

and chocolate, graced the pages of Bon

Appetit magazine in 2004 (the buttery tex-

ture and flaky crust are blissful). Their

Chocolate Turtles combine pecans, creamy

caramel, and milk chocolate, yielding a

sweet alternative to standard pralines.

Another treat, pecan halves smothered in

toffee and chocolate and sprinkled with

powdered sugar, can't be beat as a snack

for the drive home from San Saba.

Seguin
ome of the oldest pecan orchards

in Texas thrive in and around

this small town northeast of San

Antonio, and one of the state's
oldest agricultural organiza-

tions-the Guadalupe Valley Pecan Grow-

ers Association-began here. A concrete
rendering of a pecan looms large near

the Guadalupe County Courthouse steps,
a tribute to the nut's influence in the

region. A little more than five feet long by

two feet wide, and weighing in at a whop-

ping 1,000 pounds, this is quite a tribute.

A sign above the effigy hails Seguin as

"Home of the World's Largest Pecan." An

accompanying plaque dedicates the sculp-

ture to Spanish explorer Alvar Nunez

Cabeza de Vaca, noting his writings as
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Perhaps Texans throughout the state revere this hard-shelled nut
because it is a difficult success.

"... the first recorded contribution to the

pecan literature."

The literature to which the sign alludes

is La Relacion, Cabeza de Vaca's account

of his nine years held captive by Indians

after being shipwrecked, on what is now

Galveston Island, in 1528. He writes of

being taken to the "River of Nuts" (later

presumed to be the Guadalupe), where the

natives gathered pecans from trees lining

the riverbanks. During the winter, Cabeza

de Vaca endured entire months when

pecans were the principal food to be had.

The concrete pecan at the courthouse

would ordinarily be a tough nut to crack,
but you might just find a device up to the

job on display in the nutcracker collection

of Kenneth and Zee Pape, owners of the

Pape Pecan House. The business isn't

hard to miss, as a 10-foot-long fiberglass-

and-steel replica of a Desirable pecan

Traditional Pecan Bread
(reprinted with permission of Millican Pecan Company)

2 c. flour

2 tsp. baking powder

1/2 c. sugar

1 tsp. salt

1 c. milk

1 egg, beaten

1/2 c. chopped pecans

Sift dry ingredients together. Mix milk and egg,
and add to dry mixture. Mix thoroughly, but do
not beat. Stir in pecans. Bake in greased loaf
pan at 3501 about 1 hour, or until a straw
comes out clean. Best kept for a day or two,
then sliced as thin as possible and served
with butter or cream cheese; also freezes well.
Yield: 1 loaf.
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the "World's Largest Pecan, sits on the grounds of the Guadalupe County Courthouse in Seguin.

rests mounted on wheels outside the front

door of their place on Texas 123 South.

Some 4,000 nutcrackers of all shapes,
sizes, designs, and derivation represent

more than 35 years of avid collecting by

Kenneth and Zee. For devices designed to

crack the hard shells of native pecans and

walnuts, many look remarkably delicate.

Intricately carved figures of wood stand

beside sledgehammer-like steel brutes,
and huge commercial shellers hulk in cor-

ners. Like most any collection, the nut-

crackers are fascinating, but not very

practical. "I can't afford to crack with

them," Kenneth says with a chuckle.

"They're too valuable."

It's a whimsical side to a serious busi-

ness that has been in Pape's family for

three generations. Kenneth and his father,
Hugo, both served as president of the

Texas Pecan Growers Association, and

Kenneth has been forecasting the state

pecan harvest for more than 40 years.

The Papes, though no longer in the com-

mercial shelling game, still do a pretty
hefty trade in the farm equipment business

and as pecan resellers. No need for a nut-

cracker when you visit. You'll find pecan

butters, pies, pralines, and even pecan oil

(a tasty alternative to olive oil) packaged

for easy access.

Of course, you'd expect a town so

crazy about nuts to have a pecan festival.

First celebrated in 1964, the Seguin Pecan

Festival includes a baking contest, a talent

show, and a treasure hunt. But the high-

light for most people is watching world-

champion squirrel-callers display their

skills in friendly competition. (So, you

might well ask, how do you call a squir-

rel? Simple. Hang from a tree and act like

a nut!) For years, the festival has coincid-

ed with the annual fall pecan harvest, but

this year the celebration was moved to

the first weekend in April. (Plans for the

2007 festival are still underway as the

magazine goes to press.)
To learn more about the pecan, and

about early farm life in Texas, call ahead

to schedule a visit to the big red barn that

anchors the recently opened Texas

Agricultural Education & Heritage Cen-

ter. The center, on Cordova Road, fea-

tures exhibits and demonstrations of all

aspects of the region's agrarian history,
including a blacksmith's shop, a country



schoolhouse, barns stocked with animals,
and fields filled with crops. (Hours are

still sketchy, so be sure to call first.)

Groves
ecan trees rise majestically

above the historic area of

Groves, lining the streets and

shading period houses and

storefronts. This small town just

a husk's throw south of Beaumont, and

abutting Port Arthur, hosts the official

Texas Pecan Festival each year. The family-

oriented event commemorates the harvest

from several thousand pecan trees planted

in 1919 under the supervision of the

town's recognized (and aptly named)

founder and namesake, Asa Groves. Events
take place all month, but the celebration

hits full swing at the end of September.

A royal court presides over a lively

parade, classic cars are displayed with

pride, and bands play while people stroll

from booth to booth, tasting meats on

sticks, and nutty and other confections

that come sugared, baked, and fried.

Competition proves fierce in the

Cooking with Pecans event, in which

pecan dishes are proffered, tasted, and

judged in three categories: Pies, Cakes,
and the anything-goes Miscellaneous cat-

egory, where tastes and textures run the

gamut from sweet to spicy and from

creamy to chunky. Plates are stacked with

brownies, cookies, nut bars, and pecan

halves tossed or coated with caramel, cin-

namon, nougat, and allspice. No surprise,
pies reign as the perennial favorite. This

year, folks can judge for themselves, as the

Groves Chamber of Commerce for the
first time has published a cookbook high-

lighting dishes from festival participants

(see Essentials).

With taste buds saturated and

appetites satiated, festival-goers head to

the rides and the games. How far can

you throw a pecan? Can you hit a buck-

et a dozen yards away with a well-placed

Cheyenne? The pecan toss tests your

skills. Still hungry after the tastings?

You can don a bib and sit down for

the pie-eating contest. There's even an

elaborate treasure hunt, complete with

whimsical rhyming quatrains as clues,

essentials PECANS

SAN SABA San Saba, seat of San Saba Co.,
which is celebrating its sesquicentennial this
year, is 90 miles west of Temple, at the inter-
section of Texas 16 and US 190 in the Hill
Country. For area information, write to the San
Saba Chamber of Commerce, 302 E. Wallace
St., 76877; 325/372-5141; www.sansaba
chamber.com.

Millican Pecan Company, 1101 W. Wallace
St.; 325/372-4026 or 866/484-6358; www.
pecancompany.com. Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5 (closed
12:30-1:30). Doner Pecan Company, 1707 W.
Wallace St., 325/372-5623. Hours: Daily 8-5
Nov-Dec (Mon-Sat after New Year's). Oliver
Pecan Company, 1402 W. Wallace St.; 325/
372-5984 or 800/657-9291; www.oliver
pecan.com. Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5; also Sat 8-5
Oct-Dec. R.B. Bagley & Sons, 420 E. Com-
merce St.; 325/372-4701. Hours: Mid-Oct.-Feb.
Mon-Sat 8-5. The Great San Saba River Pecan
Company, 234 W. US 190; 325/372-6078
or 800/621-8121; http://greatpecans.com.
Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6. Alamo Pecan & Coffee,
601 E. Wallace St.; 325/372-5275 or 877/
618-9089; www.alamopecan.com. Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5 (also Sat. during pecan season).

Mill Pond Park, on US 190 a half-mile east of
Texas 16, comprises 71 acres that include
nature trails, a public swimming pool, a pavilion,
and an amphitheater. Seven million gallons of
water daily bubble up from springs below the
park and into Mill Creek, then into the San Saba

and four gold-painted pecans as quarry.

Brad Corley, cochair of this year's

event, hasn't missed a festival since the

very first one in 1969. That year he rode
in a convertible in the parade; later he

marched in the band as both a junior high

and a high school student.

"My favorite part is seeing the citizens

come out and enjoy themselves. There's
no charge, and there's something for

everyone," says Brad.

Hurricane Rita muscled in and can-

celled the parade and carnival last year.

Weeks later, a quickly-put-together Rita-
Fest put the festival resources to good use,
serving as a celebration of the resilience

of a small town and its people. "It gave

people an opportunity to rest and to

breathe," says Brad. "But it was only a

one-time event." The Official Pecan Fes-

tival could never be replaced.

River. On the east side of the park, two historical
cabins house the San Saba Co. Historical
Museum (open Apr-Sep).

SEGUIN Seguin, seat of Guadalupe Co., is on
1-10/US 90, about 35 miles northeast of San
Antonio. For information, write to the Seguin
Chamber of Commerce, 427 N. Austin St.,
78155; 830/379-6971; www.seguintx.org.

The World's Largest Pecan is on the lawn of the
Guadalupe Co. Courthouse, 101 E. Court St.

Pape Pecan House is at 101 S. Hwy. 123
Bypass. Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat 8-4, Sun
10-4. Call 830/379-7442 or 888/688-7273;
www.papepecan.com.

The Texas Agricultural Education & Heritage
Center, 390 Cordova Rd. (intersection of Cordova
and Texas 123), is about 11/2 miles north of
1-10. Hours: Currently by appt. Call 830/379-
0933 or 379-1122; www.texagedu.org.

GROVES Groves is 11 miles southeast of
Beaumont. For information, write to the Groves
Chamber of Commerce and Tourist Center,
4399 Main Ave., 77619; 409/962-3631 or
800/876-3631; www.grovescofc.com. Call the
chamber to order a copy of Cooking with Pecans
($10 plus tax and shipping).

The Texas Pecan Festival is held the last full week-
end of Sep., with the carnival and most festivities
taking place in Lion's Park (corner of Lincoln and
Jackson avenues). For details, call the chamber.

hen asked what the most

difficult part of the pecan

business is, Winston Milli-

can smiles and, referring to

E.E. Risien's orchard, says

Simply, "It's hard to make

a 125-year-old tree do

what you want it to."

Maybe so, but the shelled pecan halves

and sweet confections neatly displayed on

the shelves of the Millicans' small San Saba

store-and on the shelves of stores across

the state-speak to how special it is when

everything goes right, and these majestic

trees do just what they're supposed to do.*

STEPHEN HOLLOWAY wrote about the Old
San Antonio City Cemeteries Historic District in
the May 2004 issue.

Staff photographer MICHAEL AMADOR shot
the Prairies and Lakes story in the September
special issue and the skydiving story in August.
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N O GH OS TS OR WITCHES haunt the Day of the Dead (El Dia de los '1
Muertos), observed November 1-2, even though the name may at first sound

creepier than goblins and ghouls. A blending of Aztec customs and Spanish

Catholic feasts, the time-honored Mexican observance resembles a family

reunion... except that it is traditionally held in a cemetery, and some rela-

tives and friends are present in spirit only.

"El Dia de los Muertos can be a bit intimidating, but it's just an invitation to peo-

ple you miss to come visit," says Nydia Tapia-Gonzales, who has helped rekindle the
event in Harlingen. "You put out big decorations and favorite foods, traditional flow-

ers like marigolds, and remember when they were with us." And what the spirits don't

eat, the living can.
In October, South Texas cities rattle their museum cupboards, and skeletons come

tumbling out. Day of the Dead is catching on north of the border, among both

Hispanic families who had never celebrated it and non-Hispanic residents who wel-

come a cultural experience that brings a chance to eat festival foods, stay up late, and

remember good times with departed friends.

The Harlingen Arts and Heritage Museum (HAHM) offers hands-on Day of the

Dead cultural immersion through classes in altar making and sugar-skull decorating,
lectures, an exhibit of ofrendas (religious offerings), and an evening ceremony in the

city's cemetery. HAHM jumps into October with a three-hour workshop in mini-altar

construction led by Valley artist Aleida Garcia Wedgworth. The small memorials cap-

ture the essence of a relative, a friend, or even a historical or fictional character.

"I want to show that anyone can make an altar-the small ones are less intimidat-

During Dia de los Muertos, the skeletons are out of the closet. Here, they have descended upon San
Antonio's Westin La Cantera Resort to celebrate the lives of the deceased. Participants don calavera
(skull) masks and costumes to sing and dance on this special day.

PHOTOS ON THIS SPREAD: VIRGIL FOX
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ing," Aleida tells our class. Altars, regardless of size, should con-

tain certain elements, she explains: first, a photo of the honoree

and a personal memento, along with incense, flowers, candles,
food and water, and a religious figure. She tells us-all nov-

ices-to select our shoeboxes, scissors, clip art, and construction

paper and to begin cutting and pasting. I study Aleida's sample

altar and wonder how it's possible to squeeze all those compo-

nents into a shoebox.

Irma Lopez and her four

children-Linda, Brenda,
Lisa, and Michael-are

folding paper marigolds, g d p
cutting out strips of papel ., maI% Cttl>IA ,_

picado (lace-like paper) to

flutter in the wind, and C { A
gluing glass beads and

shells for a deep-sea-divers' ath
memorial. The kids are

third-generation Mexican-
Americans, their mother

says, "yet they don't know

Spanish, and they don't
know their culture. I want

to use art to make them

more culturally aware."

Another participant trans-

forms a shoebox into

a tiny kitchen filled v

with food, in memory
of good meals and
welcoming hungry

people home.

Jessica Villescaz,
who teaches HAHM's

two classes on dec-

orating sugar

skulls, shows

us how to make
pan de muerto, ___

or "bread of the

dead" (a sweet,

flat, rectangular -
bread molded into N

a skull-and-crossbones

figure). A graduate stu-

dent in anthropology,
Mementoes, such as nail polish and a pi

Jessica says people honor- flowers, and statues of the Virgin Mary, e
ing the dead take comfort memorialized in this ofrenda (altar with C

that they, too, will be re-

membered. She gives each of us two sugar skulls the size of soft-

balls, and we squeeze colored meringue with a frosting-like con-

sistency onto them to form eyes, ears, and noses. One woman,
who has brought her own cake-decorating tools, squirts out

perfect stars, shells, and squiggles of bright blue, yellow, red, and

green icing. Inspired by her example, the rest of the class goes

nc
nci
fife

wild, smothering the white skulls with frosting, beads, and rib-

bons. Tiny metal butterflies, trimmed to look like bats, make a

startling eyebrow line across one iced skull.

Seventy-year-old Lucy Tamayo, who is decorating a skull for

the first time, says, "You wouldn't think a skull could be beau-

tiful, but these have love added to them."

For HAHM's Dia de los Muertos exhibit, local residents

create full-size altars bright

with yellow and orange

marigolds, overflowing with

affection and ingenuity, and

fragrant with incense. At

c U i first, museum visitors mill

and murmur, but soon the

vC CU , quiet disappears as they
admire the altars' details

C~ ... details not totally rev-
erent, but touchingly human

and overwhelmingly poi-

gnant. Here, a mother and

an aunt are remembered

with spools of thread, nail

polish, and a threadbare

apron. A grandfather is

evoked with a pack of cig-

' aret

ers

Nea

calls

ar

h

o

t

d

ti1

tes, a large can of

Iweiser, and his pli-

and wire cutters.

rby, a bird cage re-

a sister's canaries.

Sugar skulls and

rfuls of marigolds

overflow the altar

hat Teresa Nieto

as created for her

father, Ricardo Perez,
who died in 2004.
"This helps me to

remember him,"

she says, pointing

out a round loaf

otted with tiny plas-

c faces, symboliz-

ing his five children.
"But it does make me

cushion, along with incense, candles, weepy," she adds.
rcle a photograph of two sisters who are Graphic artist Elena

rings) in Harlingen. PHOTO CHRISTY ESPINOSA Meade's altar for her grand-
parents provides descrip-

tive captions explaining each item's purpose: flowers to sym-

bolize the brevity of life, water to quench thirst and for pu-

rification, incense-like copal to cleanse the air, candles to repre-

sent hope and faith, sugarcane like her grandfather grew and

peeled for the grandkids, and calaveras (skulls) to make griev-

ing ones smile.
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DAY OF THE DEAD EVENTS

Coated in sugar, ann t
bread) makes a delicious treat-for both the living and the dead.

"Out of fear of death, you start to make fun of it by dress-
ing little skeletons and making them dance and be happy.
Thinking about death helps us live better lives," Nydia Tapia-
Gonzales says.

Suddenly, an elegant woman in an antique white dress and
skeleton makeup startles the museum crowd as she drifts silent-
ly among the altar exhibits. She is the embodiment of La
Catrina, a skeleton character clothed in fashionable turn-of-the-
20th-Century dress and popularized a century ago by Mexican
cartoonist-satirist Jose Guadalupe Posada. Figures of La Ca-
trina also appear in the museum's exhibited ofrendas.

Along with the creation of altar boxes and the eating of pan
de muerto, Valley residents celebrate El Dia de los Muertos with
a cemetery cleanup. Harlingen's city cemetery session (this year
on October 28) brings out more than 100 Boy and Girl Scouts,
members of the Harlingen Historical Preservation Society,
and kids doing community service. They wander among the
salt cedars and mesquites picking up trash, pulling weeds, and
cleaning grave markers.

At the cemetery's Day of the Dead observance, at sunset on
November 1, a cadet from Harlingen's Marine Military Aca-
demy plays "Taps" while a woman leads a horse with reversed
boots in the stirrups, representing the first burial in the city cem-
etery-a youth who had fallen into a vat of cane syrup! After
the names of local deceased war veterans are read aloud, the
music of guitars, panpipes, and drums floats through the still
night air. When the pageant ends, everyone leaves, since local
ordinance dictates that the cemetery must be locked at night,

RIO GRANDE VALLEY MUSEUMS
The area code for all Valley sites is 956.

Harlingen Arts & Heritage Museum, 2425 Boxwood at Raintree, Har-
lingen; 216-4301; www.myharlingen.com. Hours: Tue-Sat 10-4, Sun 1-4.

Mini-altar classes Oct. 7 and 21, 1 p.m. ($2). Skull decorating Oct. 14
and 28, 1 p.m. ($10). Mari Andrade's exhibit of Mexican Day of the
Dead photographs, Sep. 27-Nov. 9.

Harlingen City Cemetery cleanup, 8 a.m.-noon, Oct. 28. Cemetery
pageant, 5-7:30 p.m., Nov. 1.

The following museums also hold Dia de los Muertos events:

Brownsville Heritage Museum, 1325 E. Washington St., Brownsville;
541-5560; www.brownsvillehistory.org/heritagemuseum.

International Museum of Art & Science, 1900 Nolana Ave., McAllen;
682-1564; www.imasonline.org.

Treasures of the Gulf Museum, 317 E. Railroad Ave., Port Isabel;
943-7602; www.portisabelmuseums.com.

Donna Hooks Fletcher Historical Museum, 318 S. Main St., Donna;
464-9989.

WHERE TO EAT IN HARLINGEN
La Mexicana Bakery, 501 W. Tyler Ave., has great pan de muerto;
421-3155.

Los Asados, 210 N. 77 Sunshine Strip, serves a sour cream
enchilada to die for; 412-3074.

America's Restaurant, 502 W. Tyler Ave., dishes up a nice variety of
Mexican plates; 423-8361.

SAN ANTONIO EVENTS
Dia de los Muertos events are held throughout the city. Ofrendas (altars
with offerings) are set up at galleries, cultural centers, and restaurants
to commemorate deceased loved ones. Families clean grave sites and
decorate them with marigolds, pan de muerto (bread of the dead),
sugar skulls, and items of special meaning to the departed. Poetry
readings and calavera (skull) processions, with participants dressed
as skeletons, are also typical. For information, call the Centro Cultural
Aztl n, 210/432-1896; www.sacalaveras.com.

The Institute of Texan Cultures features The Changing Identity of El
Dia de los Muertos Revealed in Photography and Muralism through
Nov. 12. The Institute is at 801 S. Bowie St. Call 210/458-2330; www.
texancultures.utsa.edu/museum/
muertos.html.

At San Antonio Missions National
Historical Park's Mission San Jos6,
Dia de los Muertos will be celebrat-
ed Nov. 1-2. Visitors can create
paper marigolds, imitation skulls,
and skeleton puppets. Ofrendas will
also be on display at the mission
(6701 San Jose Dr.). Call 210/932-
1001; www.nps.gov/saan.

San Antonio schoolchildren assem-
bled this altar in honor of loved ones
lost during Hurricane Katrina.

d' VIGI FOXI r'i
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Sisters Veronica Zamanroni anu Lilena Meiade (iett to right)',

along with their mother, Dora Zamarron, built an alt
memory of their parents/grandparents. Many simila
are on display at Harlingen's Rio Grande Valley Mus

even if once a year some families would

rather sit up late here with their memories.

Beyond Harlingen, towns and museums

from Brownsville to San Antonio likewise

celebrate El Dia de los Muertos with ceme-

tery cleanups on the weekend before

Halloween and altar displays in various

public locations. In San Antonio, ofrendas

can typically be seen at El Mercado (514

W. Commerce St., 210/207-8600), the
Institute of Texan Cultures, San Antonio

Missions National Historical Park, and

venues under the auspices of the

Centro Cultural Aztlan.

Farther south, at Port Isabel's

old cemetery, which overlooks

the Laguna Madre, the graves

are buried under blankets of

flowers and fluttering papel pic-

ado. Inside the town's Treasures

of the Gulf Museum, the color-

ful but static altars contrast

with the lively Day of the Dead

celebration outside. Mariachis

play spirited tunes, vendors sell

food and souvenirs, and local

NPR host Rosa Perez reads her

poem that begins: "Dia de los Muertos/

Welcome home the dead/Skulls upon the

altar/Bones upon the bread."

Day of the Dead celebrations welcome

home our memories, letting us mix our yes-

terdays with our lives today through sweet

remembrances and sensitive revelry. *

Among other subjects, Harlingen-based writer
EILEEN MATTEI has covered McAllen, Har-
lingen's murals, Laguna Madre eco-tours, Ar-
lington's Texas Scottish Festival, and Mission's
Texas Butterfly Festival for Texas Highways.

$17.95 for each additional subscription
(lhtnm ionI cihscriptions are $29.95)

> -

T rea friends, family members, and business associates to
Texas Highways, the Lone Star State's best travel magazine, and
save 58% off the newsstand price!

Call to subscribe: 1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S).

Or visit www.texashighways.com
For bulk orders (25 or more), call 512-486-5887. A5L62
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READER SERVICE
GUIDE TO ADVERTISERS

(Reader service numbers are in red.)

1. Brenham/Washington County
Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 7

2. Bryan-College Station Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 57

3. Cedar Park, pg. 58

4. Corpus Christi Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 4

5. Denton Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 13

6. Fredericksburg Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 12

7. City of Jefferson, pg. 6

8. Lake Conroe Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau, pg. 10

9. Landry's Restaurants, pg. 5

10. Moody Gardens, pg. 11

11. Palestine Convention & Visitors Bureau,
pg. 61

12. www.puretexan.com, pg. 59

13. San Angelo Chamber, pg. 8

14. Texas Hill Country River Region, pg. 8

15. Texas Historical Commission, pg. 3

16. Victorian Condo-Hotel &
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19. Wurstfest, pg. 11
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TEXASEvents
CALENDAR

I I

1-4
TERLINGUA
International

Chili Championship
432/371-2595

5
MARATHON

Cowboy Social
432/386-4500

10
EL PASO

Moscow Ballet's
Nutcracker

915/534-0600

11
EL PASO

Fall Festival of Dance
505/874-2844

MIDLAND
Veterans Day Ceremonies

432/682-0461

11-12
MONAHANS

Arts & Crafts Show
432/943-2187

12
EL PASO

Forever Tango
800/714-5331

17-18
ALPINE

Gallery Night
432/837-3067

18
FORT STOCKTON
Arts & Crafts Fair
432/336-3804

ODESSA
Thanksgiving Opree

432/580-3177

23
EL PASO

FirstLight Federal Credit Union
Sun Bowl Parade

915/533-4416 or
800/915-BOWL

24-26
EL PASO

Ballet Folkidrico
Paso del Norte

915/849-0668

30
ODESSA

Heritage Holiday Tree Lighting
& Starbright Village Opening

432/335-4682

1-4
HARLINGEN

(began Oct 1)
Dia de los Muertos Exhibit

956/215-4901

3, 5, 9, 11
HOUSTON

Mozart's Don Giovanni
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

4
HARLINGEN

Marine Military Academy
Birthday Ball Parade

956/423-6006

4
SAN BENITO

Narciso Martinez
Quinceanera Gala
956/361-0110

4-5
GALVESTON

The Music of Ray Charles
800/821-1894

PALACIOS
Texas Fishermen's
Seafood Festival
800/611-4567

PEARLAND
Circus Days

281/482-5588

PORT LAVACA
Arts-Crafts-Antiques Festival

by the Bay
361/652-8152

or 874-4133

ROSENBERG
Fort Bend County

Antique & Collectible Market
512/441-2828

5
BEAUMONT

Mamie McFaddin-Ward's
Birthday Open House

409/832-2134

PORT ISABEL
World Championship

Shrimp Cookoff
956/943-2262 or
800/527-6102

8-12
HARLINGEN

Rio Grande Valley
Birding Festival
800/531-7346

9
HOUSTON

The Royal Drummers
of Burundi

713/284-8350

10-11
GALVESTON

Man of La Mancha
800/821-1894

10-12
BEAUMONT

Spindletop Film Festival
409/880-8490

11
BEAUMONT

Flamin' Hot Car Show
409/880-3927

EDNA
Veterans Day

Flag Ceremony
361/782-5718

GALVESTON
Veterans Day Salute

888/425-4753

HARLINGEN
Veterans Day Parade

956/423-6006

PASADENA
Old Town Pasadena Parade

713/475-2632

PORT ARTHUR
St. Catherine of Siena

Taste of Culture
409/962-3011

SANTA FE
Wine & Stars Party

409/925-1401

11
WEST COLUMBIA

Columbia Historical Museum
Veterans Day Open House

979/345-6125

11-12
HOUSTON

Texas Championship Powwow
281/890-5500

PASADENA
Martyn Farm Fall Festival

281/474-2551

12
GALVESTON

Lone Star Flight Museum
Fly Day

888/354-4488

16-18
KINGSVILLE
South Texas

Wildlife & Birding Festival
361/592-8516

18
GALVESTON

Seaside Treasure Festival
409/744-4526

KINGSVILLE
Ranch Hand Breakfast

800/333-5032

18-Jan 6
GALVESTON

Moody Gardens
Festival of Lights
800/582-4673

19
EL CAMPO
Polka Expo

979/543-3303

GALVESTON
Galveston Symphony

Orchestra
409/763-0667

23
BEAUMONT
Thanksfest

409/832-2944

HOUSTON
Holiday Parade
713/654-8808

24
GALVESTON

Harbor Parade of Lights
& Boat Festival

409/763-7080

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH's sampling of events
from throughout the Lone Star State.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: Texas

Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009;
fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1;
Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1;
Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't list every event we receive. Please
note that dates sometimes change after we go to press. You may want to con-
firm a particular event by calling the number listed with the festivity or by con-
tacting the local chamber of commerce or convention and visitors bureau.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Central Time. A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas Department
of Transportation's Travel Information Centers will answer your Texas travel

questions, provide routing assistance, send brochures
(including the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),
and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE OF
events, write for a free copy of the Texas Events Calen-
dar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. For an online listing
of events, go to www.texashighways.com.

24
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Lighting of the Island

800/767-2373

24-25
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Invitational
College Basketball

Tournament
800/767-2373

24-26
HOUSTON

The Nutcracker
713/227-2787

25
GALVESTON

Landry's & San Luis Resort
Holiday Spectacular

800/445-0090

25-26, 30-Dec 3
CLUTE

Elizabethan Madrigal
Feast

979/265-7661

28
SAN BENITO

Fall Fun Festival
956/399-5800

30
HARLINGEN

Arroyo
Holiday Lighting
956/423-5440

30-Dec 2
BEAUMONT
Very Merry

Main Street Market
409/832-0873

HILL COUNTRY

1
AUSTIN

Mozart's Requiem
512/471-1444

2-5
AUSTIN

Thomas the Tank Engine
512/477-8468 or

866/468-7630

2-12
AUSTIN

Jewish Book Fair
512/735-8076

3
BANDERA

Hunters Barbecue
& Outdoor Expo
830/796-3280

S")ownhome

A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting..
it's a genuine spirit no one forgets!

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Library - Fine Dining
Historic Downtown Bryan - Texas A&M University
Messina Hof Winery & Resort - Art Galleries - Coffee Shops
Golf and Recreation * Unique Shopping - Easy Access

BRYANCOLLEGE STATION

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visita ieland.com 800.777.8292
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3-5
ROUND ROCK

Fossil Fest
512/345-6718

or 288-6582

3-12
NEW BRAUNFELS

Wu rstfest
800/221-4369

4
DEVINE

Fall Festival
830/663-2739

UTOPIA
Fall Fair

830/966-3359

4-5
AUSTIN

Celtic Festival
512/431-6290

GRUENE
Tour de Gruene
Bicycle Classic

210/828-6856

8
AUSTIN

Juan Gabriel
512/477-6060

10-11
AUSTIN

Austin Symphony
512/476-6064 or
888/462-3787

WIMBERLEY
Art Show

512/847-2201

Just northwest of Austin, ap-
proaching Texas' glorious Hill
Country, you'll find a spot where
the quality of life is just a cut
above. Cedar Park is perfectly
situated between the world-
class attractions of Austin and
its historic surrounding cities,
as well as the natural splendor
of the hills, lakes and rivers of
Central Texas. Take a ride on
the Austin Steam Train, explore
the trails surrounding the Texas
Cave Conservancy or discover
the surprisingly vast and eclec-
tic shopping, dining and enter-
tainment opportunities Cedar
Park has to offer you and your
family. If Central Texas is your
vacation destination, come on
over and let Cedar Park be

tourism@ci.cedar-park.tx.us
www-cityofcedarpark.org

512.401.5000
600 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park,TX
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10-12
FREDERICKSBURG

Celebration of the Arts
888/997-3600

11
AUSTIN

Classical Guitarist
Jerome Ducharme
512/300-ACGS

MASON
Veterans Day Salute

325/347-5758

SAN MARCOS
Veterans Day Celebration

888/200-5620

16
AUSTIN

St. Lawrence String Quartet
512/471-1444 or
800/687-6010

16-18
ROUND ROCK

Texas Country Music Fest
& Barbecue Cookoff

512/255-9885

17-18
WIMBERLEY

Holiday Homes Tour
512/847-2201

17-19
NEW BRAUNFELS
Weihnachtsmarkt
830/629-1572

17-20
AUSTIN

Austin Lyric Opera's
Madame Butterfly
512/472-5992

18
AUST)N

McCoy Tyner
512/471-1444 or
800/687-6010

BANDERA
Harvest Fest

830/796-4447

KERRVILLE
Holiday Lighted Parade
& Courthouse Lighting

830/792-8395

18-Jan 1
MARBLE FALLS

Walkway of Lights
830/693-2815

19
AUSTIN

A. Mozart Fest Presents
Duo Amadeo

512/371-7217

23-Jan 1
FREDERICKSBURG

Hill Country
Regional Lighting Trail

866/839-3378

24
BLANCO

Courthouse Lighting
830/833-2211

WIMBERLEY
Santa on the Square

512/847-2201

24-25
BOERNE

A Hill Country Christmas-
Dickens on Main
830/816-2176

25
AUSTIN

Choy's Christmas Parade
888/439-2489

BANDERA
Country Christmas Ball

830/589-2276

JOHNSON CITY
Christmas at the

LBJ Boyhood Home
830/868-7128

LEAKEY
Christmas on the Square

830/232-5222

LUCKENBACH
Thanksgiving Dance

888/311-8990

MASON
Light Up Our Town
325/347-5758

Stroll the Square
325/347-0152

25-26
AUSTIN

Victorian Christmas
on Sixth Street
512/443-6179

25-Jan 1
JOHNSON CITY

Lights Spectacular
830/868-1128

29
KYLE

City Tree Lighting
512/262-3939

30
AUSTIN

Dave Brubeck
& Ramsey Lewis
512/472-2901

30-Doc 2, 7.10
ABILENE

A Winnie-the-Pooh
Christmas Tail

325/670-1405

30
KERRVILLE

Symphony of the Hills
830/792-7469

30-Dec 2
SAN MARCOS

Sights & Sounds of Christmas
888/200-5620

30-Dec 17
COTTONWOOD SHORES

Dear Santa
830/798-8944

1-30
WICHITA FALLS

Pioneer Thanksgiving
940/767-0843

3-4, 10-11, 17-18, 24-25

LUBBOCK
Lost Highway:

The Music & Legend
of Hank Williams
806/762-3233

4-5
SAN ANGELO

Concho Valley Archeology Fair
325/655-3821

9-12
AMARILLO

WRCA World Championship
Ranch Rodeo

806/374-9722

17-18
SAN ANGELO

San Angelo Symphony
325/658-5877

17-19
ABILENE

The Nutcracker
325/675-0303

or 676-9620

18
ARCHER CITY

Late Week Lazy Boy
Supper Club

940/574-2489 or
877/729-7692

22

SWEETWATER
Trail of Lights Opening Night

325/235-5488

24
CHILDRESS

Lighting of Fair Park
940/937-2567

25
BALLINGER

Christmas in Olde Ballinger
325/365-2333

ELECTRA
Holiday of Lights Parade

940/495-2407

28-30
AMARILLO

Farm & Ranch Show
800/827-8007

30
ANDREWS

Andrews County Chow Down
432/523-2695

GRAHAM
Christmas Stroll

& Lighted Parade
800/256-4844

SAN ANGELO
Barn Raising at Fort Concho

325/481-2646

2
TYLER

Classical Savion
903/566-7424

4
THE WOODLANDS

WorldFest
832/515-2140

WHITEHOUSE
Mud Creek Music Festival

903/839-5004

WINNSBORO
Christmas in the Park Bazaar

903/342-5446

4-5
HUNTSVILLE

Classic Mountain Bike Race
281/440-6100

11
HENDERSON

Heritage Syrup Festival
903/657-4303 or
866/650-5529

12
LONGVIEW

Longview Symphony
903/236-9739

14
SAN AUGUSTINE

Christmas Lighting
of the Courthouse
936/275-3610

16
THE WOODLANDS

Lighting of the Doves
281/363-2447

16-Jan 7
THE WOODLANDS
Winter Wonderland

281/363-2447

17-18
NACOGDODCH ES

Holiday in the Pines
936/564-0241
or 564-1234

18
KILGORE

Christmas in the Oil Patch
Derrick Lighting
903/984-5022

NACOGDOCHES
Downtown

Lighting Ceremony
888/653-3788

18-30
NACOGDOCHES
Fall Foliage Trail
888/653-3788

18-Dec 8
NACOGDOCHES

Nine Flags Festival
888/653-3788

22-Dec 31
MARSHALL

Wonderland of Lights
903/935-7868

24
JEFFERSON
Christmas

Lighting Ceremony
903/665-2672

COLDSPRING
Town Lighting & Chili Cookoff

936/653-2255

26
NACOGDOCHES

Wassail Fest
888/653-3788

28
KILGORE

Christmas Parade
903/984-5022

30-Dec 2
JEFFERSON

Candlelight Tour of Homes
903/665-7064

or 665-2672

1-5
NIXON

(began Oct 28)
Centennial Celebration

830/424-3410

1-19
PLANTERSVILLE
(began Oct 1)

Texas Renaissance Festival
800/458-3435

2-4
DALLAS

Chi Omega Christmas Market
214/890-8131

2-5
FORT WORTH

Bugs Bunny on Broadway
817/665-6000

Race Week at
Texas Motor Speedway

817/215-8500

2-5, 17-19, 30-Dec 3
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

3-4
BRENHAM

Christmas at the Mansion
979/836-1690

DALLAS
Classical Savion
214/768-3129

ROUND TOP
Wine & Food Festival

979/249-5067
or 249-4042

3-5
ADDISON

Bookworm Bash
800/233-4766

INDEPENDENCE
Fall Festival of Roses

979/836-9051

ROUND TOP
Theatre Forum

979/249-3129

4
RICHARDSON

Richardson
Symphony Orchestra

972/744-4650

4-5
DENISON

Fall Art Tour
903/465-1551

5
DALLAS

Chile Pepperama
972/943-4624
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Texas' very Own Lyle LoVett plays Fort Worth's

classic Bass Performance Hall November 9-10.

5
PRAHA

Veterans Day Service
361/865-3920

9-10
FORT WORTH

Lyle Lovett
877/212-4280

10-12
DALLAS

Interstate Batteries
Tenas Stampede
214/520-8874

SALADO
Scottish Clan Gathering

& Highland Games
254/947-5232

10-Dec 3
GRAND PRAIRIE

Radio City
Christmas Spectacular

214/373-8000

11
CLEBURNE

Native American Powwow
817/645-2455r

GAINESVILLE
Veterans Day Ceremony

940/668-4530

GIDDINGS
Veterans Day Breakfast

979/366-9697

WAXAHACHIE
Veterans Appreciation Day

972/938-3434

11-12
FORT WORTH

Train Show
972/733-4998

12
FRISCO

Major League Soccer Cup
888/323-4625

SHINER
Historic Homes Tour

361/594-3999

13
FORT WORTH

Kris Kristofferson
877/212-4280

13-Jan 1
ATHENS

Christmas Park Land of Lights
903/677-0775 or

888/294-2847

14
FORT WORTH

Metropolitan Classical Ballet
817/275-0598 or

877/212-4280

15-16
CLIFTON

Smorgasbord
254/675-3720 or

800/344-3720

17
DALLAS

East Village Opera Company
214/768-3129

17-Dec 31
COLLEGE STATION

Santa's Town
979/690-7212

18
ROUND TOP
Market Fest

979/249-3308

18-19
BRENHAM

Holiday Heritage Homes Tour
979/836-1690

Poinsettia Celebration
979/836-6011

20-Dec 30
CUERO

Christmas in the Park
361/275-8178

21
DALLAS

Meadows Guitar Ensemble
214/768-1951

DENTON
UNT One O'Clock Lab Band

940/565-3742

22-Dec 31
CLEBURNE

Whistle Stop Christmas
Light Display

817/645-2455 or
888/525-3287

23
ATHENS

Turkey Trot
903/677-2000

24
FORT WORTH

Sundance Square
Parade of Lights
& Tree Lighting
817/255-5700

GRANBURY
Country Christmas

Celebration
817/573-5299

24-25
BASTROP

Harvest Art Fest
512/303-9599

GONZALES
Stars in the Village

830/672-2157

24-26
FORT WORTH

Home for the Holidays
817/665-6000

McKINNEY
Dickens of a Christmas

972/547-2661

WACO
Homestead

Craft & Children's Fair
254/754-9600

WAXAHACHIE
Candlelight Christmas

Homes Tour
972/937-2390

24-Dec 31
ARLINGTON

Holiday in the Park
817/530-6000

BASTROP
River of Lights

512/321-2419

DENISON
Holiday Lights

903/465-1551

25
ANDERSON
Holiday in

Historic Anderson
936/825-6600

Twilight-Firelight
936/825-6600

HALLETTSVILLE
Festival of Lights
361/798-2662

HICO
Christmas Market
& Parade of Lights

800/361-HICO

25-26
ADDISON

Ultracentric
24- & 48-Hour Run

800/233-4766

26-Dec 31
DALLAS

Holiday at the Arboretum
214/515-6500

28-29
DALLAS

The Tragedy of Carmen
214/768-1951

30
CLEBURNE

The Majesty of Christmas
817/645-2455 or
888/525-3287

DENTON
Holiday Lighting Festival

940/349-8529

30-Dec 1
SEGUIN

Main Street
Holiday Parade & Stroll

800/580-7322

30-Dec 3
GRAND PRAIRIE
Babes in Toyland
972/642-2787

POTTSBORO
Red River Valley

Birding & Nature Festival
903/786-2826 or
888/893-1198

WACO
Deck the Halls

Holiday Gift Market
254/753-5574

2
SAN ANTONIO

Dia de los Muertos
210/432-1896

3
GEORGE WEST

Chuck Wagon Dinner& Show
361/449-2481 or
888/600-3121

4
GEORGE WEST

Sto ryfest
361/449-2481 or
888/600-3121

HEBBRONVILLE
Vaquero Festival
361/527-3261

4-5
LACKLAND AFB

Airfest
210/671-2907

7-12
SAN ANTONIO

New World Wine & Food
Festival

210/223-2881

10-12
THREE RIVERS
Choke Canyon
Birding Festival
361/786-4330

11
EAGLE PASS

Veterans Day Parade
830/773-2528

12
McALLEN

Old Car Festival
956/618-3844

19
EAGLE PASS

Feast of Sharing
Thanksgiving Dinner
830/773-3224 or

888/355-3224

23
LAREDO

Guajolote 10-K Race
956/724-9990

24
SAN ANTONIO

Holiday River Parade
210/227-4262

25-Dec 17
SAN ANTONIO

Holiday Boat Caroling
210/227-4262

26-Dec 3
SAN ANTONIO

Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza
210/225-3353

L

100% Texas WomanI e i

1" !4

1000's Being Worn
With Pride!

In Sterling Silver,
14 karat Gold

or with Diamonds

From $35.00

Another Item from
our collection

of great Texas Gifts.

See the entire
collection online

44

Texas Rocks,Texas style

18 E. Concho
an Angelo TX 76903
88S.655.4367
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SSINGGREENWICH VILLAGE MEETS FISHING VILLAGE IN SEADRIFT

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD Ahhhhh-Get the Drift? BY ANGELA FOX

NOBODY knows for sure how Sea-

drift came to be laid out in the shape

of a sailing ship or even how the lit-

tle town got its name. The shape is cer-

tainly appropriate for the only town

anchored on the shores of San An-

tonio Bay. As for the name, most folks

think that was inspired by the flotsam

and jetsam that drift in with the tide. Af-

ter a few visits, though, I've decided Sea-

drift is named for the fascinating assort-

ment of people who have drifted into

town over the years and helped create a

community that's part Texas fishing vil-

lage and part Greenwich Village.

Strolling along the waterfront on Bay

Street one June morning, my husband

and I dropped by Mama Ter Ter's Har-

bor Inn Restaurant and discovered it was

a Cheers sort of hangout, where everyone

knows your name sooner rather than

later. Locals gather here early for chicken-

fried steak and eggs and return later to

fuel up at lunch and dinner on seafood,
steaks, and burgers. The waitress ex-

plained to us newcomers that Mama Ter

Ter is what the grandkids call Terri Tay-

lor, the restaurant's owner.

Next we took a stroll in Bayfront Park

and met a friendly gentleman out for his

morning constitutional. He turned out to

~~7

be a recently retired attorney-retired all

the way from Washington, D.C. He invit-

ed us over to enjoy the bay views from his

home and told us how local events had

been the inspiration for Alamo Bay, the

dark, 1985 film starring Ed Harris as a

Vietnam veteran at odds with Vietnamese

TEXAS ALMANAC
The Source For All Things Texan Sinme 1857

Whether you are new to these parts or a sixth-generation Texan,
the Texas Almanac 2006-2007 is your best guide to discovering the

4- depth and richness of the Lone Star State. This Sesquicentennial
Edition is printed full color with color relief maps of the state and
all 254 counties.

Hardcovers Paperback ~={ Teacher's Guide

To order, call 1-800-826-8911, or order
online at www.texasalmanac.com.

faces peaceful San Antonio Bay. German trans-
plant Dieter Erhard's ArtBoat presents artworks
from throughout the world in a revamped shrimp-
ig vessel,

immigrants moving into the fishing in-

dustry in his Texas hometown. The film

was partially shot near Seadrift. Our

guide then recommended lunch at Bar-

kett's Restaurant for "the best fried sea-

food in town." (After a meal there, we

agreed with his opinion.)

Before lunch, though, we wanted to

visit Seadrift's most unusual business-a

boat-shaped art gallery known as Art

Center Seadrift, or, more colloquially,
the ArtBoat. The owner of this unlikely

attraction, artist Dieter Erhard, drifted

into town about 10 years ago. "I found it

a charming, functioning coastal commu-

nity," says Dieter, a native of Nuremberg,
Germany. "I liked the fishing, the scenery,
and the fact there were no construction

codes." The latter appealed to Dieter be-

cause he wanted to do something unique

with his own art space. So he took a huge

steel hull of a shrimp boat and installed

it on a concrete slab right on the town's

main drag.
Today, the inside of the retrofitted ves-

sel displays work by Dieter and a vari-

ety of other international artists, and the
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Seadrift boasts 21 murals that adorn public buildings, depict-

ing everything from oyster shucking to beachcombing. Here,

art-viewing is as simple as driving around town.

In Seadnit, sculptures en ;n street cor ners and murals adorn public
buildings; even these bayfront public restrooms sport

grounds are dotted with colorful outdoor

sculptures. Dietrich and his wife, Miriam,
have an apartment on the upper level of

the 62-by-21-foot boat/gallery. "Yes, I live
with my art," the artist says with a chuck-
le. Seadrift also boasts 21 murals, which

adorn public buildings and depict every-
thing from oyster shucking to beach-

combing. Here, art-viewing is as simple as
driving around town.

We wandered back into town a few
days later for the annual Seadrift Shrimp-
fest. The two-day party, held every June
right on the bay, features a blessing of the

SEADRIFT is on Texas 185, about 17
miles south of Port Lavaca and 35
miles southeast of Victoria. For infor-
mation, write to the Seadrift Chamber of
Commerce/City of Seadrift, 501 S. Main,
77983; 785-2251; www.seadriftchamber.com.
The area code is 361.

DINING AND ATTRACTIONS
Barkett's Restaurant, 321 Broadway, 785-2441.
Mama Ter Ter's Harbor Inn Restaurant, 102 W.
Bay Ave., 785-2397. El Comal Restaurant, 322
S. Main, 785-5083. Art Center Seadrift/
ArtBoat, 601 Broadway, 785-5050.

LODGING
Bay Motel, 322 Broadway, 785-2226. Captain's
Quarters, 201 N. Texas 185, 785-4982. Sea-
drifter Inn, 106 W. Bay, 785-2031. Angler's Suite,

fleet, a decorated-boat

contest, a carnival, arts
and crafts booths, a
shrimp-eating contest,
and live music. We espe-
cially loved the food

booths, which serve

all manner of shrimp
dishes, along with typi-
cal carnival cuisine. We
enjoyed shrimp quesa-

dillas, shrimp gumbo,
and deep-fried "shrimp

on a stick."
colorful designs. Every June, Bayfront

Park is also the finish
line for the Texas Water Safari, a race
billed as the "World's Toughest Canoe
Race." This grueling event, which covers
260 miles of rivers and bays, starts at the
headwaters of the San Marcos River and
ends in Seadrift. Participants are proba-
bly the only visitors who arrive in
Seadrift in a lather. Most folks are like
us-happy to stroll the bay, nibble on
fresh seafood, enjoy the art, and let life's
cares drift away into San Antonio Bay.

ANGELA FOX and her husband, Virgil Fox, whose
images grace this story, live in Nashville, but spend
part of the year at their home on the Texas coast.

301 N. Texas 185, 785-2700. Falcon Point
Ranch, 165 Falcon Point Lodge Rd., 785-2191.

EVENTS
Shrimpfest, sponsored by the Seadrift Chamber
of Commerce, is held the 2nd weekend of June
in Bayfront Park. The Texas Water Safari (www.
texaswatersafari.org)
crosses the finish line
in mid-June at Bayfront
Park. Art in Concrete,
held in Oct. at Art Cen-
ter Seadrift/ArtBoat,
is a heavy-duty art ex-
hibition of new works
in concrete.

Sculptures dot the ground
also known as the ArtBoat.

WWW.VISITPAbESINtE.COM
PAhESTINE CVI5
800-659-3484
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CANDLELIGHT T
HOME TOUR

Nov. 24-26, Dec. 2-3 &' Dec. 9-10

BETHLEHEM REVISITED
Dec. 1-3 & Dec. 8-10

Waxahachie, Texas
CALL 972-937-2390

WWW.WAXAHACHIECHAMBER.COM

The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

Free Hot Breakfast

Spacious Condos

Two Heated Pools

Tennis Court/Fitness Center

800-231-6363
www.VictorianCondo.com
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(continued from page 8)

Franklin's personal effects, the exhibition traces
Franklin's life: his boyhood in Boston; his ca-
reer as Philadelphia's premier printer; his phi-
lanthropy, inventions, and civic projects (he
invented bifocals and created the nation's first
lending library, for example); and his political
career and role as one of America's founding
fathers, and later, elder statesmen.

Ben Franklin: In Search of a Better World runs
October 13 through January 21, 2007.
Call 713/639-4629; www.hmns.org.

FEAST BY THE SEA
TEXAS HIGHWAYS HITS THE COAST

this month with a look at sunny Sea-
drift, the Calhoun County community
whose population boasts artists as
well as anglers. Less than an hour
north, in Matagorda County, Palacios
earns its own praise from visitors, who
come to enjoy birdwatching, fishing,
and general relaxing. On November 4-

5, the town hosts the 28th Annual Tex-
as Fishermen's Seafood Festival, an
event that raises money for marine-
science college scholarships. The
festival includes live music, craft and
food booths, a motorcycle rally, a When L
carnival, and a barbecue cookoff. Call priority
800/611-4567; www.texasfishermens finds th
festival. net.

A CAPITAL CAMPUS
THIS NOVEMBER, THE MANY MUSEUMS ON
and around the University of Texas at Austin cam-

pus host topnotch exhibitions. Check them out.
At the Blanton Museum of Art through

January 14, visitors will have the rare opportuni-
ty to enjoy a collection of 140 paintings and

drawings by Luca Cambiaso, an Italian Man-

nerist whose works have largely remained in his
native Genoa. Luca Cambiaso, 1527-1585
showcases Cambiaso's excellent draftsman's
skills, as well as his admiration of luminosity
and ornate architectural backgrounds. This is the
first exhibition in the United States to focus on

Cambiaso's career, and the Blanton is the only
venue in the nation where you'll see it (it trav-
els to Genoa next). Call 512/471-7324; www.
blantonmuseum.org.

Across the street from the Blanton, the Bob
Bullock Texas State History Museum snuggles
up with a collection of quilts collected by Texas
philanthropist Ima Hogg (1882-1975). Miss
lma's Quilts (October 28-January 7, 2007)
showcases 25 quilts, some of them created as
early as the 1700s. Call 512/936-8746; www.
thestoryoftexas.com.

Through December 31, UT's Harry Ransom
Center highlights its recently acquired Norman
Mailer archive with the exhibition Norman Mailer
Takes On America, an unflinching look at an
author whose works have, in the words of schol-
ar J. Michael Lennon, "challenged, angered, and
amazed generations of readers." Call 512/471-
8944; www.hrc.utexas.edu.

(COUTI Y I' CA

A ,

46

INI

BJ was elected to Congress in 1937, he made it a
to bring electricity to the Hill Country. Here, a woman
at "plugging in" makes housework much easier.

The Texas Memorial Museum, part of UT's
Texas Natural Science Center, opened a new

permanent exhibit in October-the E.M. Barron
Exhibit of Minerals and Gem Collections. More
than 100 specimens are on display, including
a 925-carat blue topaz from Mason County.
Call 512/232-4278; www.utexas.edu/tmm.

And here's one show that's sure to be illumi-
nating: At the LBJ Library and Museum through
May 28, 2007, Power to the People: the Elec-
trification of Rural Texas tells the story of how
LBJ helped bring electricity to the rugged Hill

Country in the 1930s, far later than most of the
nation received power. Home movies of the era,
some narrated by Lady Bird Johnson, illustrate
the Johnsons' personal and political lives. Call

512/721-0200; www.lbjlib.utexas.edu.



(continued from page 13)

Like the previous owner, the Turkey

Shop's new owner, Tony, is a pillar of

the community, a former school board

member. He says he and Beverly were

determined to bring back the legendary

Turkey Shop.
"It was something we felt the commu-

nity needed," Tony says.

When locals heard he was working on

the Turkey Shop, Tony says, "They kept
watching and waiting for us to reopen."

Tuw1%y .nop oUWHv I Jv lw 1-wJb LuuWy Pustejovsky

and manager Ryan Kaska (right) look forward to
seeing you soon.

Watching and drooling-until June 30,
when the Turkey Shop at last reopened.

Now, Tony and Ryan go on smoking

the turkeys, along with beef, which they
get from Cisco, and sausage from the
nearby Czech community of West.

Along with the turkey, beef, and
sausage, "We go through a lot of dressing
and creamed potatoes," Ryan says, "and
then there's potato salad and coleslaw."

During Thanksgiving and Christmas,
between takeouts and catering jobs, he
expects the smoker will be going 24 hours
a day. "We can barely keep up," he says.

Not everything about the Turkey Shop
is exactly the same. The new Turkey Shop
boasts the new parking lot and roof, plus
a renovated kitchen, a 200-seat party
room upstairs, and better lighting in the
dining room.

There's also new heat and air condi-
tioning in the restrooms,. which were

always chilly in the winter and steamy in

the summer.
And the Turkey Shop now sells ham-

burgers, because people just plain
like hamburgers. ii

But the star of the show is, was,
and always will be the turkey. i

Lori Hansel of Austin remem-

bers stopping at the Turkey Shop
during a field trip from Dallas
when she was a seventh grader in
the '60s. She's been hooked on
that sandwich ever since.

"It's the joy of eating and driv-
ing," says Lori, who likes hers with
pickles and no tomato. She's also John Fl
partial to the chocolate meringue pie. All

During Thanksgiving and

Christmas, between take-

outs and catering jobs, the

Turkey Shop's smoker will

be going 24 hours a day.

the Turkey Shop's pies-pecan is also pop-
ular-are made at the restaurant using
family recipes.
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Lori says her mother called her one day
and said that when she'd stopped at the
Turkey Shop, Willie Mae Kirk had been
in the ladies room campaigning for her

son, Ron Kirk, who at the time was run-

ning for Senate.
"When you'd go there, half the time

you'd run into someone you knew and
hadn't seen in a long time," says Lori.
"That's the kind of place it was."

And is again.

HELEN BRYANT, who wrote about the Hill Country for
Texas Highways' September special issue, stops in at
the Turkey Shop every time she passes.

le Nelson
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If you're a Texan looking for

the perfect gift for the holidays,
this is it!
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Readers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

I RECOMMEND the Sunset Center in
Amarillo. Many well-known artists have come
to the center to teach art classes, such as
Jerry Yarnell of TV fame, who just completed
a two-day art class there. The center not only
has spaces for individual art galleries, but it
also has spaces for art lessons, an event cen-
ter, a large gallery for the Panhandle Art Center
(an artist co-op), and a formal gallery for out-
of-town artists. The center is housed inside
what was once a shopping mall, which Ann
Crouch purchased and turned into a hub of life
for artists that places right up there with ones
in Dallas or Denver. Not only area artists, but
also artists from Taos and Santa Fe are show-
ing their work there.

VIRGINIA D. BAILEY, Amarillo

The Sunset Center is at 3701 Plains Blvd.;
806/354-8802; www.amarilloartists.com. A
holiday market, on November 10-11, will fea-
ture artists' work, children's activities, and more.

AFTER a great visit to Port Aransas for the
weekend, we stumbled upon a great dining spot
on the town square in Goliad-Lisa's Hacienda
Restaurante. Small and intimate with only
about seven tables, the place oozes charm, and
the food is outstanding. I had the fajita tacos,
and my husband had the tortilla soup; both
were excellent in taste and presentation.

JUNE CHISM, Utopia

Call the Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce
at 800/45-COAST; www.portaransas.org. Lisa's
Hacienda Restaurante is at 131 S. Courthouse
Square in Goliad; 361/645-1692.

MY HUSBAND and I are both Texas natives
and petroleum landmen. Our profession has
taken us to countless restaurants all over the
state, and we would like to recommend the most
unbelievable barbecue we have ever tasted
Chapman's Backyard Bar-B-Que in Jewett has
the leanest, smokiest barbecue in Texas. Their
sides are handmade daily and are like no other
in any barbecue restaurant we have ever visited.

KAY IRBY, Tyler

Chapman's Backyard Bar-B-Que is at 625 S.
Main St.; 903/626-7522.

________________________________________COURTESY RILEY'S TAVERN

MANY people are aware

that Gruene Hall is the old-

est dance hall in Texas, but

they may not know that the

oldest tavern in Texas is only

about eight miles north of

Gruene, in Hunter. Built in

the mid-1800s, Riley's

Tavern was originally the

Galloway Saloon. In 1933,

after Prohibition was

repealed, the family busi-

Historic Riley's Tavern in Hunter keeps ile music playing anu Lhe
libations flowing-and even hosts an occasional car show.

ness was reopened by Mr. Galloway's grandson, J.C. Riley. After driving all night with his

uncle in a Model T Ford and waiting on the steps of the state office until it opened,
Riley acquired the first beer license issued in Texas, making it the oldest bar in the

state. During our visit, we enjoyed an evening of country music by Redd Volkaert. The

crowd was friendly, the music was great, and we had a real sense of stepping back in

time as we walked through the door. We peeked into Riley's Creek Side Cottage, which

is next door and can be rented by the night [rates start at $80]. It was beautifully fur-

nished with antiques. We were told it sleeps six people and has a full kitchen.

CHERYL AND LEON BYRD, Austin

Riley's Tavern is at 8894 FM 1102 (Riley's Creek Side Cottage is next door);

512/392-3132; www.rileystavern.com.

THERE is a delightful bed and breakfast in
Denton that has a swimming pool and good
food. The Wildwood Inn's rooms are luxuriously
furnished with antiques and great style. It is
really a lovely place.

BARBARA A. QUIGLEY, Bedford

The Wildwood Inn is at 2602 Lillian Miller Pkwy.;
940/243-4919; www.denton-wildwoodinn.com.

FRIENDS and I found a new restaurant in
Floresville called The Downtown Restaurant,
located a block from the Wilson County Court-
house. The food is excellent, and the d6cor is
very pleasant. It is very much worth the visit.

BOB ELLIS, San Antonio

The Downtown Restaurant is at 1031 C St.;
830/216-4122.

TURN OFF of Interstate 20 onto Sealy Avenue
in Monahans, and you will be in for a special
treat at The Tulip Tea Room. Stepping inside is
like going back in time 100 years. Antique dec-
orations of Victorian dishes, jewelry, flowers,

and chandeliers cover every space in the room,
perfect for browsing after ordering from a tasty
selection of breads, soups, sandwiches, and other
light lunch fare. Everything is delicious, and the
surroundings are delightful. It's a great place
for wedding parties, birthdays, and anniversary
celebrations, or to just have a cup of coffee
served in a china cup, or tea in a Depression-
era glass goblet. Larry and Audrey Lackey own
the lovely tearoom, and their granddaughter,
Vikki Andrews, is the kitchen manager.

LAVERNE SWARB, Monahans

The Tulip Tea Room (located inside The Gift
Shop Flowers) is at 100 E. Sealy Ave. (1-20
Business Route); 432/943-5774.

Next month... it's Christmas vaca-
tion, TH-style, with photo features on holiday

happenings at the Capitol and a boatload of
Yuletide events along the Gulf Coast. We'll
find out the latest from Vera Carp, Aunt Pearl,
and the other nuts in Greater Tuna, and tune
in to songs about Texas towns. And look for
our annual "Looking Back" year-end round-
up, as well!
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IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR E-MAIL:

Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. E-mail: lettersO5@texashighways.com. Space
constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to edit items. Because we're
unable to check out every item, and because hours vary and details can change, please call ahead for more information.
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A GENTLE RAIN streaks a madrone tree and autumn-tinged oaks and maples in

Guadalupe Mountains National Park.

* To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.magazineprints.com.
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