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COMING UP

Work is under way to turn the
City of West's old railroad
depot into a first-class heritage
museum. With the people of the
small Czech community donating
items over the past several years,

the museum promises to offer a
rich sampling of the area's histo-

ry and character. In addition to
authentic Czech costumes, old
books, photos and other exhibits,
the historic landmark will house
offices for the chamber of com-
merce. A restored caboose rest-
ing alongside the depot will serve
as a reminder of the heyday of the
railroad. For more information,

call 817/826-5058.

The Texas Limited excursion
train, which once offered week-
end service between Houston and
Galveston, may soon be up and
running again, if owner Franklin
Denson has his way. Accord-
ing to The Dallas Morning News,

Denson started his service in
1989 with two vintage diesel-
electric engines and several

restored passenger cars. He says
ridership was never a problem.
But because of high insurance
rates and a slow track, he was
forced to shut the service down in

1994. A measure signed into law
last June limits injury and death
claims against registered tourist
trains. But the train's slow
speeds of 20 to 35 mph on most

stretches still pose a problem.
Still, Denson is optimistic and
says a switch in Houston from the
Amtrak station to Union Station
could save time and put him back
in business. Galveston Island's

Center for Transportation and
Commerce (Railroad Museum)
would again become the southern

terminal.

Life-size bronze sculptures
of Jesus and other biblical figures
can soon be seen along a winding
path leading up to the Cross of
Our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Texas Panhandle. The 190-foot-
tall cross, recently erected on 1-40
west of Groom, has inspired
Pampa farmer Henry Urban-
czyk to commission Amarillo
artists Joe Mercer and Mickey
Wells to create 28 to 30 sculptures
representing the 14 events from the
time Jesus was condemned to
death to the time he was laid to
rest, known in Catholicism as
Stations of the Cross. Work on the
figures began the end of last year.
The artists expect the project to

take 14 months to complete.

P L A C ES

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice issued a permit for the coun-
try's first major urban habitat,
a 30,428-acre area in western
Travis County near Austin.
The Balcones Canyonlands
Preserve is part of a unique
ecosystem that ranges from
wooded canyons to grasslands,

with caves, sinkholes and springs.
Two endangered songbirds, six
endangered cave bugs and 27

other rare species call the land
home. Officials said the $160-
million preserve plan will protect
endangered species while allow-

ing development to occur in the
fast-growing area. In addition,
the Fish and Wildlife Service is
acquiring land for the 46,000-acre
Balcones Canyonlands National
Wildlife Refuge, mostly in north-
western Travis County.

Revelers along San Antonio's
River Walk will find a quieter,
less boisterous setting, since the
passing of a city ordinance to

restrain the volume of outdoor
noise. The ordinance, which
went into effect June 1, requires
restaurants, bars and other busi-
nesses to remove outdoor speak-
ers and amplifiers, and forbids
obstructions of walkways, includ-
ing customers waiting outside to
get in their favorite clubs. Some
say that banning the outdoor
speakers will ban music from the
River Walk, and that people
come to the river for activity,
not tranquillity. But concerns

over the noise level has grown
with the recent opening of a num-
ber of clubs and bars catering to
younger crowds. The River
Walk has been a staple of San
Antonio's multibillion-dollar
tourism industry since the 1940s.

Lone Star Park racetrack in
Grand Prairie got rave reviews
when it opened May 3 for its first
weekend of simulcast wagering.
The Dallas Morning News reports
that on Kentucky Derby day, an
estimated crowd of 5,600 poured
in, betting $860,000. The Post
Time Pavilion offers simulcast
wagering from 19 tracks around
the country. It can accommodate

up to 2,000 people, has a sports

bar, a casual dining area, 175 tele-
vision monitors and 40 mutuel

windows. Live horse racing begins
in December. Open daily except
Tuesday. Near 1-30 and Belt
Line Road. Call 214/263-7223
for race times and schedules.

The Dallas Cowboys and Six
Flags Over Texas in Arling-
ton have teamed up with 12
Irving hotels to promote special
weekend packages this summer.

GO CLIMB A TREE The Dallas Arboretum and

Botanical Garden presents the ultimate in child-

hood fantasies through September 2. Ultimate Tree-

houses features ten tree houses, created by some of

the area's top architects and designers, that convey a

fascinating perspective of childhood memories in the

form of playthings, sculptures, artwork and expressions.

Children's activities focus on the importance of trees as habitats

for birds, animals, insects and plants in different environments

and climates. Open daily at 8525 Garland Road. Call 214/327-8263.
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The offer includes "corral passes"

for four persons per room, Six

Flags tickets and tickets to a

Cowboys preseason game. Prices

range from $259.99 to $279.99,
including tax. For a brochure,
call the Irving C&VB at 1-800-
2-IRVING. To book your space,
call the Dallas Cowboys Ticket

Information Department at
214/579-4800.

One thousand legs, three horns
and two praying hands became
the latest additions to the Rain-

forest Pyramid at Moody
Gardens in Galveston. Milli-
pedes, rhino beetles, praying
mantises and other crawling crea-
tures will add greater dimension
to the Pyramid in a new exotic
insect exhibit. The insects
will join more than 2,000 exotic

plants, butterflies, birds and tropi-
cal fish representing the rain
forests of Africa, Asia, and Cen-
tral and South America. For
more info, call 1-800-582-4673.

For the second time in three years,

Carthage was named the No. I
small town in Texas in the rat-
ings publication The 100 Best

Small Towns in America. And
it's no wonder. The small com-
munity of 6,500 souls boasts a 4A

school with a nonexistent dropout
rate, a junior college, diverse in-

dustries, three public parks, a
450,000-volume library, a 96-bed
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ORANGE TIC Folks from the
Orange, Beaumont and Port

Arthur C&VBs converged at the

center on May 8 in celebration of

National Tourism Week. Lucky

visitors were served orange punch

(naturally!), Spindletop brownies

and Cajun cake. Oh cher.

Victor Hancock Johnston of Los
Angeles, who was in Texas trac-
ing the footprints of his great-

great-grandfather, took time out

to stop by the center for travel lit-

hospital, dozens of churches and
a picturesque town square.

Dallas Express airlines ceased

flight operations to Alpine, re-
ports the Big Bend Quarterly.
With failed attempts by Dallas
Express and Lone Star Air to pro-
vide service to Alpine, the closest
visitors can get to Big Bend

Country by commercial carrier is

El Paso or Midland.

I N T E R N E T

The Texas Travel Industry
Association has teamed up
with the @ction Travel Group
to bring its members and other

Texas tourism partners a com-
prehensive marketing and com-

munications program on the

World Wide Web. Scott Mc-
Gehee, of the Texas Approach
in San Marcos and a TTIA direc-

tor, said, "Our goal in establish-

ing an Internet presence is two-

fold. We want to provide a low-

cost, high-quality alternative

to communities who may not
currently have web sites, and

we want to establish a forum for

TTIA members to interact elec-

tronically." Plans are to have
the site up and running sometime

this summer. For details, call
TTIA at 512/476-4472 or the
@ction Travel Group at

214/931-9001.

erature. Counselor Dan Perrine
said the gentleman's ancestor was

none other than Albert Sidney

Johnston, who, during the
Republic years, was Secretary of
War under President Mirabeau B.
Lamar and who was immortalized

as a courageous general of the
Confederacy during the Civil

War. His remains lie in the Texas

State Cemetery in Austin.

VALLEY TIC Counselors have

been busy this past spring edu-

On April 30, Dallas-based
Southwest Airlines became
one of the first carriers to sell
airline tickets on the Internet.

Southwest debuted their "Home
Gate" in March 1995 as an in-

formational site, offering fare,
schedule and corporate back-
ground info. Now the site serves
as an online reservations center,

complementing the carrier's
Ticketless Travel Program.

Customers can book reservations

and buy tickets by using a World
Wide Web browser and keying
in http://www.iflyswa.com.

Southwest Airlines, now in its

cating hundreds of elementary
schoolchildren on all the fun
things to do in our state. During

the school field trips, kids are

introduced to other areas of
Texas through videos highlight-
ing Sea World of Texas, Six

Flags Over Texas, Space Center
Houston and other exciting

attractions. Counselors then

share interesting Texas tidbits,
such as information on the state
flower and motto, and the history

of Texas' six flags.

25th year, reported a record
23 years of consecutive prof-
itability.

FACES

Susan Cottle Leonard joined
the Del Rio Chamber of Com-
merce as tourist and convention
director on March 25. The former
advertising executive and newspa-

per reporter/editor plans to pro-
mote area attractions in as many

publications as possible, empha-
sizing the qualities that make Del

Rio special. Leonard says she's

CZECH OUT THIS SITE
Polka-lovers surfing the

Internet (no, really), can now

get the latest Westfest info on

a brand-new home page. Each

Labor Day weekend, 40,000

fun-seekers head to West for

polka music, pageants, folk

dancers, a biergarten and

plenty of Czech food. Mark

your calendar now for

August 31-September 1,

then key in http:l/www. westfest.com for

the latest Westfest scoop.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD
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T E X A S T R A V E L L 0 G

looking forward to serving as a
travel ambassador, and welcomes
the opportunity to help in the
growth of her hometown. Give
her a call at 210/775-3551.

W I L D L I F E

Everyone knows that Sea World
of Texas in San Antonio
offers outstanding family enter-
tainment. But did you know the

marine life park and its three sis-
ter Sea World parks serve as
world-class research, education

and conservation centers? Each

year, Sea World rescues, treats
and releases to the wild hundreds

of beached, orphaned or stranded
marine animals. Daily exams,

state-of-the-art equipment and
laboratory work serve to gather

baseline data and monitor trends
in marine mammal physiology
that are shared with zoological
institutions throughout the world.

For details, call 210/523-3630.

T P & W D

A partnership of government

agencies, nonprofit groups and

universities has resulted in the
rebirth of a rare desert wetland in

far West Texas. The newly
restored San Solomon
Springs cienaga atBalmorhea
State Park supplies almost 90
miles of concrete canals that irri-
gate cotton, alfalfa and other

crops. In addition, the springs

and canals are home to two tiny
endangered fish, the Comanche
Springs pupfish and the Pecos
gambusia. Visitors can stroll the
boardwalks and observation

decks at the three-acre cienaga,
and learn about the ecosystem

through interpretive signs and
brochures. Call 210/866-3356.
For information on Balmorhea

State Park, call 915/375-2370.

The Texas State Railroad
will reduce ticket prices by $2
during June, July and August.

Train buffs can now experience
the "Golden Age of Steam" for

just $13 ($7 for kids). Antique
steam excursion trains carry pas-
sengers on a four-hour, 50-mile
ride through dense East Texas

forestlands between Rusk and
Palestine in the nation's skinni-

est state park. For reservations,
call 1-800-442-8951.

HISTORY

Someone's been foolin' around
trying to prove the word "Texas"

means something other than

"friendly." According to The
Dallas Morning News, John
Miller Morris, a University of

- TEXAS,

* TRIVIA

Who was the first
man to shed blood in

Texas' struggle for

independence?
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JUST HORSING AROUND

Visitors to the American
Quarter Horse Heritage

Center and Museum in Ama-
rillo can now get an up-close

look at the horses in action.
A narrated program in the

museum's outdoor Justin Arena includes
trick roping, reining, cutting and English

riding. Demonstrations are scheduled

twice daily, Friday through Sunday, through

mid-August. Other show times can be

arranged for groups. At 2601 1-40 East,

Nelson Street exit. Call 806/376-5181.

Texas at San Antonio historical

geographer and "word detective,"
has retranslated accounts from

Coronado's 1540-1542 expedi-
tion, which some scholars believe

includes the first written refer-
ence to the word Texas. The
account describes an encounter

with the Teyas, a tribe of Native
Americans in the Texas Panhandle.
Though they were friendly to the

explorers, the Teyas' eyes and
chins were distinctively tattooed
with cuts filled with charcoal.

They hunted buffalo on foot and
ate the meat raw. In those days,
Teya or Teyas meant fierce or
warlike, not anything close to
friendly. "Teya to some degree
meant 'Don't Mess With Teyas."'
said Morris. Texas' official

motto, Friendship, came from the
word tejas, used by the Hasinais
Indians in East Texas to greet an

ally or friend.

Seventy-seven years ago, the
421-foot steamship SS Selma,
made of 15 million pounds of

cement and steel, was launched
as the largest in a World War I
experiment to build ships during
a steel shortage. The ship sailed
as an oil tanker for a year before

wrecking on a Mexican jetty.
Since then, the vessel has sat on
the floor of Galveston Bay,
partially submerged in 30 feet
of water. After three years of re-

search and paperwork by owner
Pat Daniels, the Selma was

officially recognized last month
with a Texas Historical Com-

mission archaeological landmark
plaque. Daniels, a retired Houston
newspaper reporter who bought

the ship in 1992, said, "I've been
writing about and loving the old

Selma a since 1939. My goal
is just to have it recognized as
an historic object. It had been

ignored for 75 years."

EVENTS

Sun & Star 1996 takes center

stage in Dallas beginning in
September, when it will become
the largest Japanese festival ever
held in the United States. The
three-month-long event will cele-
brate the mystery and magic of

Japan with art shows, symphony

concerts, dance performances,
museum exhibitions and chil-
dren's programs. For details,
call 214/891-5020.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 14,721 +31.45 61,614 +18.63

Anthony 13,356 -7.73 79,593 -3.57

Denison 17,268 -27.58 78,954 -26.09

Gainesville 30,999 -19.54 138,990 -17.38

Langtry 9,777 -12.20 56,436 -1.72

Laredo 11,403 +3.82 68,892 +32.64

Orange 66,447 +12.52 306,849 +28.57

Texarkana 54,942 -.66 231,876 -10.51

Valley 20,700 +3.31 207,480 +11.82

Waskom 52,218 +3.63 244,365 +3.39

Wichita Falls 18,753 -8.25 82,215 -2.16

Capitol Complex 10,311 -18.73 46,140 -22.05

1-800 Phone Center 12,063 -32.32 65,739 -31.41

CENTER TOTALS 332,958 -3.74 1,669,143 -.51

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http:ltraveltex.com

Data as of May 31, 1996
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

110,415 724,146

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D
Subscriber inquiries 58

Addresses offered 129,216

Addresses transmitted 48,486

Addresses transmitted 190,677


