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TxDOT's award-winning Texas
State Travel Guide will in-
clude advertising beginning next
year. Recognition Communi-
cations Inc. (RCI) of Dallas
was awarded the bid to serve as
the representative for advertising
sales. The full-service marketing

firm specializes in print advertis-
ing, representing a number of
publications, including Car and
Travel magazine of AAA. TxDOT
publisher Kathy Murphy said
the ads will help offset the costs
of publishing the guide, while
giving folks in the hospitality
industry an opportunity to further
draw attention to their attraction
or business. Tourism-related ad-
vertisers will benefit from a 1.5
million per year worldwide target
readership, with ads surrounded

by more than 270 pages of quali-
ty Texas travel editorial. For more
info, call Kathy at 512/483-3674.
For advertising sales assistance,
call RCI at 1-800-969-9896.

The widely applauded Texas
State Travel Guide was
honored with another high-rank-
ing award. The announcement
came in July from Publishing
& Production Executive and
Printing Impressions magazines,
cosponsors of the Gold Ink
Awards. The guide was chosen
as a Pewter Award winner from
among 1,800 entries. Judging
was based on print quality, quali-
ty of color separations, technical
difficulty and overall visual

effect. "We're delighted to be
among the nation's top con-
tenders," said Mike Talley, edi-
tor of the guide. "I'm especially

proud of our graphic designers at
Sheehan Communications Inc.,
our separators at Wallace

Imaging Services and, of course,
R.R. Donnelley and Sons, printer
for the guide."

The Travel and Information Divi-
sion got the go-ahead to build
new modern facilities at Texar-
kana and Waskom, two of the
state's busiest Travel Infor-
mation Center sites. Travel
counselors in Texarkana served
28,226 motorists the year the cur-
rent structure opened in 1968.
Last year, counselors assisted a
record-breaking 631,557. Since
the Waskom center opened in
1964, visitation has increased
from 18,751 to 581,421 per year.

Information centers in both cities
have served Texans and out-of-
state travelers since 1936. Con-
struction will begin after the first
of next year, taking approximate-
ly 10 months to complete. For
more information, call Travel

Services director Milton
Meharg at 512/467-3716.

TTIA

Make way for another great
Travel Summit, slated for

September 20-23 at Irving's
Omni Mandalay Hotel. The
Texas Travel Industry
Association will host 500 of
the state's top tourism profession-
als with the popular trade show,
workshops, educational seminars

and special guest speakers.
Evening festivities at Texas
Stadium, Six Flags Over Texas
and Lone Star Park racetrack will
offer delegates a fun-filled sam-
pling of Metroplex attractions.
For details, call the TTIA office
in Austin at 512/476-4472.

C O M I N G U P

The Austin American-Statesman

reports plans are under way to
built a 600-room hotel near the
Austin Convention Center.
When complete, the hotel would

become Austin's largest and one
of the biggest in the state. Officials
from the Austin C&VB say many
conventions now shun Austin
because of the lack of hotel
rooms. Over the past year and a
half, the city has lost 48,000
room nights because of the
absence of a convention hotel.

Austin is considered the state's

strongest hotel market, with a

citywide occupancy rate of 77.3

percent.

Sea World of Texas in San
Antonio will celebrate its tenth
season with the premiere of The
Great White, a multimillion-

dollar steel roller coaster opening
for thrill-seekers in March 1997.
The inverted coaster will carry
visitors heels over head during a
breathtaking series of loops, cork-

screws and other high-speed ma-

neuvers. The Great White will
rise more than 10 stories high and

extend 2,500 feet. For more info,
call 210/523-3611.

In further celebration of the
marine life park's anniversary
season, Sea World of Texas
will offer a two-seasons-for-
the-price-of-one season pass
through October 27. For just $59
plus tax for adults and $39 plus
tax for children and senior adults,
visitors can experience the won-
ders of the sea, rides, slides and
shows through 1997 and 1998
and during the remainder of this
year. Passes are available at the

* IN THE SWING OF THINGS A $40-million country/

* Western complex in Mesquite could become a reality

within the next five years. Rodeo City, a 45-acre

. -entertainment, restaurant and retail development

.will be built north of the Mesquite Championship
Rodeo near 1-635 and Scyene Road. Proposed

attractions include a music hall featuring top-name
entertainers, an Old West movie house with as many

as 10 screens, a country/Western dinner-dance facil-

ity, a Western apparel shop, Mexican restaurant and kids' corral.
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ter were there to cheer him on,
while the rest of the counselors lis-
tened from the center. Dan missed

winning the contest by one ques-

tion, making him first runner-up.

TEXARKANA TIC Cameras are
clicking away at the center's new

mascot, Porky the Park Pig. It's
been a couple of months now since

a young potbellied pig hit the trail
when his family stopped to stretch

their legs. After searching and
calling, the visitors said they could

wait no longer, and left without

leaving a phone number or

park's front gate ticket windows
or by calling 210/523-3900
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday.

PLACES

In October 1917, the West Texas

town of Ranger witnessed an oil

gusher that touched off one of the

greatest booms in petroleum his-
tory. McClesky Number I
fueled the World War I war effort
and turned small farmers into

millionaires. The well produced
1,700 barrels per day before it
was plugged in 1920. Now the
Ranger Historical Preser-
vation Society has erected a
McClesky replica on its original
site, just southwest of town on
top of a hill. The wooden beam

structure rises 72 feet above the
ground, making it visible to trav-

elers on 1-20. Jeane Pruett,
president of the society, said
future plans call for a Heritage

Center on 1-20 that will house a

preservation library, which

should open soon, and an Old
Town that will replicate early
20th-Century businesses behind

old-time wooden storefronts.
Dedication ceremonies for the
McClesky are scheduled for
September 21. For details, call
the Ranger Historical Preser-

vation Society at 817/647-5353.
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through Sunday; admission free.

For guided tour reservations, call

409/292-0100.

Folks who used to head for New

York for "the best cheesecake in

the world," can now satisfy their
sweet tooth in the East Texas

town of Athens. For several

years, the award-winning dessert
was cooked up in a farmhouse

overlooking the hills of New

York, Texas, population 12.

The now-famous New York,
Texas, Cheesecake has relo-

cated a few miles west to a reno-

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC The
center was tapped by a German
film company for inclusion in a
documentary entitled "Frey Wie
der Wind," meaning Free as the
Wind. The film, which will fea-
ture U.S. historic sites, will air in
Germany this coming November.

ORANGE TIC We've got a win-
ner! (Well, almost.) When radio
station KOGT sponsored a sports
trivia contest, counselor Dan Per-
rine couldn't resist. Wife Marcia,
seven-year-old son Matthew, man-

ager Pam Crew and husband Wal-

It's another sad day for the
Texas racing industry. Trinity
Meadows Raceway, west of
Fort Worth, ceased operations
last month after mounting losses,
spurred by overwhelming com-
petition from the new Class 1
Lone Star Park in Grand Prairie.
According to the Austin Amer-

ican-Statesman, racetrack offi-
cials will examine the feasibility
of running the race dates the

Texas Racing Commission

assigned them for 1997, but have
suspended operations this year.
About 300 employees lost their

jobs. The track opened for pari-
mutuel racing in the spring of

1991 after operating as a non-
pari-mutuel facility for several

years.

After opening just six months

ago, Sea Center Texas in
Lake Jackson continues to
draw near capacity crowds, mark-
ing its 100,000th visitor on Au-
gust 6. Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department officials had project-
ed visitation at 150,000 during its
first year. The new, $13-million

marine development, aquarium
and educational center represents
a merging of fisheries science and
visitor education. Visitor appeal

centers around its interpretive
displays, a 24-foot touch tank and
five aquariums. Open Tuesday

address. Now Porky appears at
least once a day to pose for photo

sessions and entertain guests.

Three generations of West Virginia
women asked manager Ann Dean

the whereabouts of George Strait.
Seems one was hell bent on having

the country star's baby, and they
were headed 400 miles out of their
way in search of his house. The
young woman was engaged and

disclosed how her fiance seemed
upset over the ordeal. On overhear-

ing this, a baffled visitor said, "Just
hand me a map. Get me outa here."

vated 1890s building on Athens'

town square. The scrumptious
cheesecake has won "Finalist,

Best Dessert" at the International
Fancy Food Competition, a Gold
Medal from Chefs in America, as
well as many other awards. Open
Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m.

to 6 p.m.; lunch available. Call
1-800-225-6982 for more info.

Never to be outdone, Texans held

their own version of the sum-
mer Olympics in (where else?)
Atlanta, Texas. The anything-

but-serious opening ceremonies

ABOVE AND BEYOND The long-awaited
Americas Aviary opened last month at the

El Paso Zoo. Visitors can join some of

America's most beautiful and

interesting winged creatures

in their habitat of colorful
flowers, plants, a waterfall

and flowing stream. The new

walk-through exhibit allows

guests to walk among birds perch-

ing nearby and flying overhead.

For more info, call 915/521-

1850. Heads up!

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD



were conducted by a fire fighter
who solemnly waved a propane
torch and ignited the charcoals
in a barbecue pit. Fun-lovers

cheered "athletes" in the 10-Kay
race, for 10 women named Kay,
a broad jump for women only
and a high jump for every large
men. The zany East Texans

decided barely a week before the
games to capitalize on all the

attention being directed towards
its namesake in Georgia. Ideas
were solicited from every end of
town, including Buck's Garage
and the Dixie Maid Cafe.

We just found out about another
new Hill Country winery, Fred-
ericksburg Winery in (you
guessed it!) Fredericksburg. The
Switzer family first opened for
business a year ago as the Great
Texas Champagne and Wine
Company, selling Texas wines,

food products and gifts. With the
name change in April came the
Switzers own blends, including

Anniversary Ros, Texas Chenin
Blanc and Enchanted Rock Sweet
Red. Wines are produced in the
Old World tradition-filling,
corking, capsuling and labeling
are done by hand. Visitors can
drop by seven days a week to get
a firsthand look at the complete
winemaking process and enjoy a
taste of some fine Texas-made
wines. In the Craft Town Gallery
building at 247 W. Main Street.
For more information, call

210/990-8747.

SAY WHAT?

Most Texans reckon Texas is
the barbecue capital of the world.
Don't look now, but a guy named
Markus Zimmermann has
formed a World Barbecue
Association based in (you
won't believe it!) Schaffhausen,
Switzerland. Zimmermann, a
European distributor for Okla-
homa Joe's charcoal smokers and
Thermos gas grills, created the
association to help make barbe-

cue as popular worldwide as it is
in the U.S. In 1999, the WBQA
hopes to sponsor the first annual
World Barbecue Championship
in Switzerland. Then it's on to
the United States in 2000.

WILDLIFE

When the first settlers arrived
in Texas, experts estimate there
were at least one million Att-
water's prairie ch ickens on
the coastal prairie. Since then,

habitat loss has brought the spe-
cies to the brink of extinction.
The number dwindled to an esti-
mated 42 birds in the wild earlier
this year-a 38 percent decline
from 1995. The first major

release of captive-raised birds
took place in July at the Att-

* TRIVIA
Why did President
Andrew Jackson

refuse to recognize
Texas as an inde-

pendent Republic?
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FULL STEAM AHEAD The 1896
Tarantula steam excursion train

made its inaugural run from
the Fort Worth Stockyards to

Grapevine's Cotton Belt

Depot on August 29.

Railroad buffs can now travel
the 22-mile route in cars that have been

beautifully refurbished in turn-of-the-century
fashion. Steam Locomotive No. 2248, the

primary engine for the Tarantula, began
service between the historic Stockyards
and the Eighth Avenue Depot in January

1992. For details, call the Grapevine
C&VB at 1-800-457-6338. All aboard!

water Prairie Chicken
National Wildlife Refuge
at Eagle Lake, where captive
breeding and reintroduction rep-
resent the last hope for the sur-
vival of this beautiful creature.
The recovery goal is a stable,
self-sustaining population of at
least 5,000 in three geographical-
ly different areas. If you'd like
to help, send a check for $25 to
Adopt-a-Prairie-Chicken, En-
dangered Resources Branch,
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, 3000S. 1-35, Suite
100, Austin 78704. To arrange
for tours at the refuge, contact
the Eagle Lake Chamber of
Commerce at 409/234-2780.

T P & W D

State and local officials gathered
recently for ground-breaking cer-
emonies at Lake Tawakoni
State Park near Wills Point.
The 400-acre park, just east of
Dallas, will include a swimming
beach, a half-mile trail, 40 picnic
sites, a two-lane boat ramp, 78

campsites and trailer pads for
long-term guest host sites. The

park is expected to open within a
year. For more information, call
the state parks regional office in

Tyler at 903/595-2938.

MUSEUM S

Officials at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston, launched
the public phase of a $100-mil-

lion capital campaign to fund a
major expansion, including the
construction of the Audrey Jones
Beck Building, a new 185,000-
square-foot gallery. The Beck
Building will more than double

the institution's exhibition and
program space and allow the
museum to offer significantly
enhanced opportunities for edu-
cation and service to the diverse
Houston community. Ground
breaking is scheduled for January
1997. The museum's collection
of 31,000 works of art ranks as
the largest and most outstanding
in the Southwest. For details,
call 713/639-7300.
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Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 14,868 -.56 110,199 +17.26

Anthony 12,951 +6.36 119,754 -1.11

Denison 14,418 -31.11 132,357 -25.32

Gainesville 32,151 +12.40 246,351 -8.32

Langtry 6,273 -3.10 78,183 -2.55

Laredo 10,011 +3.44 102,891 +17.46

Orange 62,721 +13.34 520,410 +19.41

Texarkana 42,690 -11.11 392,985 -11.07

Valley 18,756 +18.01 268,650 +13.22

Waskom 50,028 +9.69 398,289 -.63

Wichita Falls 19,677 +3.50 144,867 -3.05

Capitol Complex 9,030 +6.40 74,331 -18.21

1-800 Phone Center 10,953 -42.37 100,206 -38.12

CENTER TOTALS 304,527 +.11 2,689,473 -2.09

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of August 31, 1996
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

140,023 1,014,128

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D
Subscriber inquiries 47

Addresses offered 106,214

Addresses transmitted 48,216

Addresses transmitted 323,316


