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The combined forces of state and
federal agencies, private organi-

zations, municipalities and
Mexican officials have resulted in
an attractive new brochure high-

lighting Los Caminos del Rio.
The full-color folder presents a
quick look at the heritage and
tourism corridor from Laredo/

Nuevo Laredo to Brownsville/
Matamoros. Included are an
overview of the region's natural

legacy, history and culture, a cal-
endar of events, and a map show-

ing major towns, and tourist and

historic sites. Los Caminos was
written by Jerry Sullivan at
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, and edited by
Mario Sinchez of the Texas
Historical Commission and
Jack Lowry, editor of TxDOT's
Texas Highways Magazine.
For a free copy, stop by any of
TxDOT's Travel Information

Centers. Or call 1-800-452-9292.

Two long-standing TxDOT

brochures have a brand-new look,
thanks to travel publications edi-
tor Jane McNally. The cover

of the Texas Public Camp
grounds guide now sports a full-
color photograph of Inks Lake

State Park. Inside, campers will
find the same great information

on federal, state and local govern-
ment administered facilities. The

Texas Capitol Guide, which
was out of print during the build-
ing's restoration, is back, com-

pletely redesigned. The guide
gives the history of the impressive

edifice, some brief facts, informa-

tion on points of interest within
the Capitol Complex, including
a locator map, and floor plans of
the capitol and its extension. For

copies, call 1-800-452-9292.

C O M I N G

Several years of revital

efforts have turned Dal
West End early-day b
district into an entertain

trict, overflowing with
crafters, restaurants anc
The Dallas Morning N
visitors to the West En
book reservations in a f
hotel, just steps away ft
the city's most vibrant;
Prime Hospitality Corp
based in New Jersey, h

chased a vacant lot at L

Corbin Streets, where i
a 10-story, 149-suite A
Suites Hotel. As the
district's first hotel, the
Suites will blend in wit
exterior resembling a t
century warehouse. Th
facility will welcome g
about 10 months.

Trinity Trails took a1
toward reality when off
ered last month for grog
ing ceremonies at Elm I
park in Denton Coun
U.S. Army Corps of En

-- j-

U P will work to preserve the scenic Eighty-three years ago, the

Trinity River by building 15 miles LaRita Theater in Dalhart
ization of trails along the fork from Ray began showing silent picture
las' Roberts to Lewisville Lake. The shows. Since closing in 1957,

usiness trail is the first in a planned 250- it's been a pet shop, warehouse,
nment dis- mile Trinity Trails System, which beauty salon, insurance agency,
shops, eventually will run north from the coffee shop, jewelry store, video
I clubs. Dallas-Ellis county line to the Red store and computer store. The
ews reports River, and west along the West Austin American-Statesman
d soon can Fork of the Trinity River through reports that for the past six years,
first-class Arlington and Fort Worth. The the Dalhart Community Theatre
rom one of cities of Denton and Dallas will has been working to remodel this
attactions. operate and maintain the first trail part of their city's past into a per-
oration, section, which will be ready for manent home for the performing
as pur- visitors in less than a year. arts. The old movie house has

.amar and become a showplace, complete
t will build New walkways, fences, parks and with plush red carpet and opera-
meri- piers could soon grace the Texas style boxes. Finishing touches
historic coastline, reports the Corpus should be complete within a year.
Ameri- Christi Caller Times. If the state's

h a brick Coastal Management Plan
urn-of-the- gains federal approval in Septem- P L A C E S
e new ber, Texas will become eligible
uests in for $2.4 million in funds for a An interactive planetarium show

wide range of coastal develop- entitled "The Great Constel-
ment. Besides low-cost construc- lation Hunt" will run through

turn tion projects, the funds could be July 31 at The Science Place
icials gath- used to protect the coastline, pro- Planetarium at Fair Park in
nd-break- mote public participation, educate Dallas. The presentation in-

Fork access the public about coastal problems volves the audience through the
ty. The and offer a means for research use of sky charts and pointers.
gineers into coastal issues. Participants learn how to use their

IT'S IN THE CARDS Head for the Lucky Eagle

Casino, scheduled to open the end of August, just

south of Eagle Pass. The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe

of Texas broke ground on a new 16,000-square-

foot facility that will house a 450-seat high-stakes

bingo hall, and 12 live-action games. For those

who like playing slot machines, the casino will

offer 75 lucky video pull tabs. The Lucky Eagle

will welcome visitors Wednesday through Sun-

day, with extended operation possible at a later

date. Call 210/758-1936 for more information.



imaginations to find the star fig-
ures of the ancients, as well as
modern interpretations of star pat-

terns. The show runs Mondays
through Fridays at 2 p.m., and
Saturdays at 1 and 2 p.m. For

details, call 214/428-5555.

The fun continues at Six Flags
Over Texas in Arlington,
where folks there are celebrating

the park's 35th season with the

opening of many new exciting
rides, shows and attractions.
Runaway Mountain, a wild
new roller coaster ride, carries

thrill-seekers through a giant 65-
foot tall mountain at high-speed
horizontal spirals in the dark. In

the shadows of the mountain sits

Gator McGee's Mountain
Grill, a new restaurant with enter-
tainment and stories by Gator

McGee. Country music fans find
hand-slappin' and foot-stompin' at

the new Crazy Horse Saloon
Wild West Revue. A new
stunt-filled production, A Bad
Day at the Backlot, shows
what happens when western stunt-
men have an off day. More thrills
await at Dive Bomber Alley,
where wannabe sky divers are lift-

ed 152 feet off the ground before

swooping down in a free-fall at 60
mph. For ticket information, call

817/640-8900.

A shuttle service in Arlington's
Entertainment District

- - -- -
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AMARILLO TIC Manager
Rosemary Eaves said they got

their annual visit from 100 Boy
Scouts, who pass through each

summer from Georgia on their
way to Philmont Scout Ranch in

New Mexico. The group then
heads northwest to Dalhart,

where folks there expect them

each year for lunch.

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC
Steve Stevenson, age 77, and his

began offering free rides to hotel
guests on June 5. Rubber-tired
trolleys, operated by Gray Line

of Dallas/Fort Worth, carry pas-
sengers to the district's many pop-

ular attractions from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 p.m. daily, depending on
ridership demand. The new sys-
tem is part of an effort by the
hospitality industry to achieve ex-

ceptional customer service for the
more than six million visitors who

come to Arlington each year. For
more info, call 1-800-433-5374.

The Brenham/Washington
County C&VB has just com-
pleted a revised tour manual to

help tour groups discover the

"Birthplace of Texas." The
manual includes sample tour itin-

eraries, city and county maps,

locator maps for restaurants and

antique shops and background

information on the Washington

County area. As an added bonus,

the guide lists prices for attrac-
tions and meals to make planning

easy. To request a copy, call

1-888-BRENHAM.

Low-water levels on the
Rio Grande have put a halt on

the raft-loads of visitors usually

seen drifting down the river

exploring Big Bend. Rafting
around Big Bend draws thou-
sands of people each year, con-

tributing significantly to the

economies of area towns. But,

according to The Dallas Morning

81-year-old fiance Alice, both of
Tucson, Arizona, tied the knot in

front of the Jersey Lilly saloon.

The ceremony marked the 17th
wedding at the historic center.

1-800 PHONE TIC
Counselor Brenda Moum just
got back from the Texas Indian

Hobbyist Assocation summer

powwow in Llano, where she
danced in full Native American

regalia for three days. Brenda,

News, out of four rafting compa-
nies operating around Terlingua,
only Far Flung Adventures still
offers any kind of trips, and not
by raft but canoe. To make up
for the loss of business, some are
offering park tours, van and bike

excursions and Jeep tours of the

outback.

The Amon Carter Museum
in Fort Worth shut down June

17 to begin extensive renovation.
The museum should be back in

business by September 6.
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BIG SAVINGS The

Greater Houston

C&VB teamed up

with American

Express to offer

a free Houston

Passport worth

$1,000 in discounts

who is descended from ancestors

of the Cherokee and Choctaw
nations, said the gathering

attracted Indians from as far
away as Oklahoma, who sold
handmade goods and offered

demonstrations of traditional

crafts and skills. "Some of us
camped in tepees on the shores

of the Llano River," Brenda said.

"The rest of us wouldn't trade

our pop-up campers with AC for

all the tepees in the world!"

INTERNE T

Surfers on the net are greeted

with an oompah band and a wel-
come letter when they key into
New Braunfels' new home
page. Potential visitors can

access detailed information on

attractions, restaurants, accom-

modations, special events, meet-
ing facilities, community profile,

area history, economic develop-
ment, utilities and transportation.

The site features more than 40

and prize giveaways.

Coupons treat fun-seekers to reduced rates

at area hotels, attractions and museums.

In addition to great savings, the passport

gives a quick overview of the city's top

attractions, a guide to the Theater District

and a handy list of 25 free things to do.

For your passport, call 1-800-4-HOUSTON.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD
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photographs of scenery, accom-

modations and attractions. Check

it out at http://www.nbcham.org.

W I L D L I F E

Forty years ago, sea turtles
flocked to Texas beaches by the
thousands. Now it's one of the
most endangered saltwater species.

Their colorful shells, leathery skin
and regimented habits forced them

into near-extinction by the 1960s.
The Dallas Morning News reports

after 20 years of conservation
efforts, new laws and hatching
programs, their numbers are slow-
ly rising. South Padre Island's
own I Ia Loetscher, known as

the turtle lady, helped create laws
to protect the reptiles. Sea
Turtle Inc., the nonprofit group
she started in 1978, still accepts

stranded and injured turtles. Jeff
George, treasuer forSea Turtle
Inc., said the protection of turtles
is an important step in ensuring

the survival of part of the saltwa-
ter food chain. Sea Turtle Inc. in

South Padre Island presents
educational shows featuring en-
dangered sea turtles every Tues-

day and Saturday at 9 a.m. during
summer, and at 10 a.m. during

other seasons. At 5805 Gulf
Boulevard.

TP&WD

Help arrived last month at

Goose Island State Park
near Rockport, where Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
personnel and the Davey Tree
Expert Company began taking

steps to protect the granddaddy of

Texas live oaks, known as The
Big Tree. Work crews installed

steel support cables and braces
for heavy limbs in danger of sus-
taining damage, and erected
lightning rods to protect the mas-
sive tree. The Big Tree, which

stands 44 feet tall and boasts an

89-foot crown and 35-foot cir-
cumference, is one of the top

three largest live oaks in the
nation. The Texas Forest Service

estimates it to be at least 1,000
years old. For details, call
512/729-2858.

Construction has begun on the
first phase of a $4.3-million capi-

tal improvement project at
Washington-on-the-Brazos
State Park near Washington.
Plans call for a new visitor ser-
vices complex, an improved sys-

tem of trails and a new living his-
tory farm based on Barrington,
home of Anson Jones, the last
president of the Republic of
Texas. Officials said though con-

struction may create some incon-

veniences for visitors, the park
will remain open. For more
information, call 409/878-2214.

6T EXAS

* TRIVIA

What city claims to
have staged the first
Fourth of July cele-

bration in Texas?
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FOLK TALES The
Texas Folklife Festi-

val in San Antonio

celebrates its 25th
year August 1-4. Once

again the Institute of

Texan Cultures will honor

Texas' cultural diversity

and pioneer heritage on the HemisFair
Plaza grounds. New events will honor

the anniversary, including a photographic

exhibit, on view through August 31, which

offers a glimpse of the festival over the past

25 years. For details, call 210/458-2300.

HISTORY

In 1808, the Spanish established
San Marcos de Neve in one
of their last attempts at the colo-

nization of Texas. Archaeologists

have found what may be the loca-

tion of the original 1808 site,

about four miles east of downtown

San Marcos near the San Marcos
River. The frontier community

was home to 52 settlers and in-

cluded a ranch house, church, cor-
rals and possibly other structures.

It was abandoned in 1812 because

of floods, Indian troubles, a failing

economy and lack of support from

the colonial government.

MUSEUM S

The new Bridge City Histor-
ical Museum and chamber of

commerce office opened last
month in the former Prairie View

Teacherage. The teacherage was

used in the late 1920s as a resi-
dence for Prairie View school-

teachers back when teachers
weren't allowed to be married
(whoa) and were required to live

on campus. Exhibits from the

school include classroom teaching

materials, gifts from students and

memorabilia from students who

have achieved fame in profession-

al sports and music. In addition,

90 photographs taken from 1936

to 1938 document the construc-

tion of the Rainbow Bridge.

Open Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. At 150 W.
Roundbunch Road. For more

information, call 409/735-5671.

A major exhibition chronicling

the development of the Bible is

on view through May 25, 1997,
at the Biblical Arts Center
in Dallas. The Art of Bible-
Making features more than 60

ancient Bibles spanning the 12th

through 18th Centuries. Visitors

can further explore the early writ-

ten word through a computer
program about the Dead Sea

Scrolls and by viewing electron-
ically a Book of Hours from the

15th Century. During the stay
of the exhibit, the center will
extend its hours on Thursdays
to 9 p.m. At 7500 Park Lane at

Boedeker. Call 214/691-4661
for more info.

I



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 16,566 +20.99 78,180 +19.13

Anthony 13,068 -2.35 92,661 -3.40

Denison 18,906 -18.65 97,860 -24.76

Gainesville 38,514 +9.79 177,504 -12.69

Langtry 7,677 -8.84 64,113 -2.63

Laredo 11,460 -11.04 80,352 +23.96

Orange 70,677 +4.32 377,526 +23.21

Texarkana 63,402 -3.96 295,278 -9.18

Valley 19,359 +4.60 226,839 +11.17

Waskom 50,796 -7.66 295,161 +1.30

Wichita Falls 20,013 -14.13 102,228 -4.76

Capitol Complex 8,865 -24.23 55,005 -22.41

1-800 Phone Center 10,701 -59.66 76,440 -37.53

CENTER TOTALS 350,004 -6.79 2,019,147 -1.66

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of June 30, 1996
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

69,137 793,283

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 42

Addresses offered 110,782

Addresses transmitted 38,118

Addresses transmitted 228,795


