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Unique hotels. Consistent features. That's Best Western.
There's so much to see and do in Texas, it would be hard to take
it all in. With Best Western® BestRates M you might be tempted to
try. Best Western provides a collection of amenities and services from
fresh, hot coffee right in your roorr to high speed Internet access
that keeps you connected. Visit us at www.bestwesternTexas.com
and plan your trip today.

SAVE
up to
30%

/

Wherever li-Pe raokes yonL...

1-800-433-7234
bestwesternTexas.com
Low Rate, GUARANTEED!

'is i-knee M

Y HE WOULD'S LARGEST
HOTEL CHAIN

Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated. BestRates subject to availability at participating hotels. Restrictions and black-out dates may apply. Not valid for
groups. Amenities vary at hotels. Call ahead for more informal on on specific amenities. High Speed Internet Access may not necessarily be available in all guest rooms or public
areas. For more details on the Best Western Online Low Rate GUARANTEED Program, see bestwestern.com. Best Western and the Best Western marks are service marks or

registered service marks of Best Western International, Inc. W,005, Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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ABOUT CUR COVERS FRONT: Balmorhea State Park

boasts the 'World's Largest Spring-Fed Swimming Pool:" Our

story about beat-the-heat options in the Balmorhea-Fort Davis

area begins on page 34. Photo by J. Griffis Smith BACK:

A caver cortEmplates the view from within Devil's Sinkhole,

a natural wo-ider northeast of Rocksprings. See story on

page 30. Pnoto Laurence Parent

FEATURES

16 FROLIC IN THE LIFE AQUATIC Underwater attractions at the Texas State
Aquarium in Corpus Christi range frnm dolphins to je yfish. These cays, a temporary exhibit takes
visitors beyond the sea and nto t-e tropics. BY SCOTT WILLIAMS, FFTOGRAPHS BY KEVIN STILLMAN

24 A TASTE OF THE HIGH PLAINS: LUBBOCK-AREA WINERIES
If you're a wine-lover, this O-ofile o- -hree award-winn ng West Texas wineries will have you
heading for the Hub City faster than yoJ can say Cabernet Sauvignon. BY HENRY CHAPPELL,
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL SPL;IDO

30 HILL COUNTRY HIGH COUNTRY: ROCKSPRINGS Perched atop the
Edwards Plateau, the tiny lcwn of R:ckspriigs has plenty to crow a3out, including cool nights, a
lively downtown, and nearby, an unusual bat cave. B" MIKE COX, FlOTOGRAPHS BY KEVIN STILLMAN

34 BEAT THE HEAT IN WEST TEXAS: COOL. CALM. COLLECTED.
Looking for a place to chill -his surrne'? An unlikely part of the state offers two charming oases-
Balmorhea State Park anc Fort Davis. 3Y LORI MOFFATT, PHOTOGRAF-IS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

42 WHATABURGER: WHAT A BURGER SHOULD BE-
SINCE 1950 The author of this story wrote the book-literally-Dn Texas'
iconic burger chain. Here, he gives us the when, where, why, and whc of
Whataburger. BY GREG WOOLDRIGE BALM

48 JUST SAY "MO!" 4 legendary Hill Country retreat, Mc-Ranch
offers heavenly accommodations aloig the Guadalupe River, some 20 miles
west of Kerrville. BY CANDACE LESLIE, PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL A M ADOR
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54 CHOKE CANYON STATE PARK Th's South Texas playground on Choke
Canyon Reservoir, halfway be-ween San Antonio and Corpus Christi, offers a wealth of wildlife and
watersports, plus hiking and outdoo- games. BY MAXINE MAYES, PHOTOGRAPHS BY LARRY DITTO
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FROM THE EDITOR R 'S DESK

THIS MONTH'S cover story highlights two

West Texas destinations where you

can find relief from summer's heat-

Balmorhea and the Fort Davis area.
As writer Lori Moffatt and pho-
tographer J. Griffis Smith make
clear, the Davis Mountains are
a true Texas treasure-they're -

beautiful, they're cool, they're

historic, and they're fun.

During their road trip from

Austin to the Davis Mountains

and back, Lori and her husband,

Randy Anthony, made good use of
their Honda's GPS (global posi-

tioning satellite) system. "Its Staff pho

soothing, automated voice gently who shot
admonished us to 'Please make Mountain

a U-turn, if possible' whenever Here he

we stopped for a snack or a Creek Ha

bathroom break," Lori mused. weasociatwears m~
"Wouldn't it be lovely, we pon- band, Ra

dered, to have such a device in Mountain

all areas of our lives? Bad boy-
friends, bad career moves, bad decisions of

all types might have been prevented by a

calm, unbiased suggestion to 'Please make a

U-turn, if possible.'"...

CHOKE CANYON State Park has been discov-

ered by birders the world around. Now it's

time for everyone to do so. Writer Maxine
Mayes and photographer Larry Ditto give us
a sense of the wildlife and recreational

offerings of this park in the South Texas

Brush Country between San Antonio and

Corpus Christi. Choke Canyon harbors an

abundance of birds, mammals, and fish.

Its recreational facilities include a superb

sports complex with a gymnasium; a swim-

ming pool with a bathhouse; shuffleboard,
tennis, volleyball, and basketball courts;

camping areas and boat ramps; and hiking,
birding, and equestrian trails....

WHATABURGER, a Corpus Christi-based

fast-food establishment celebrates 55

years this month. As you can imagine,
reading the story gave me a special crav-

ing. Guess what's for lunch as I write this.

As they say, "Always hot. Always fresh.

4

Always made to order...just like you like it."

Senior editor Ann Gallaway has great mem-

ories of finding Whataburger coupons for

free burgers in her front yard in Kingsville

in the mid-1950s. If memory serves her,
they looked like Monopoly play money and

came in different pastel colors....
TOP PHOTO BY 00 TIF 0110 BOT-OM PHOT0 0Y ISOR MIOFFATT

74 u

tographer J. Griffis Smith,;
the Balmorhea/Davis
s story, wears many hats.
hams it up at Limpia
t Company in Fort Davis.
e editor Lori Moffatt also
any hats. Lori and her hus-
ndy Anthony, took a memorable trip thrcugh the Davis
s for her story, which begins on page 34.

ANOTHER Corpus Christi-based institution,
the Texas State Aquarium, has come a long

way since I first visited it a dozen years ago.

See Scott Williams' story on page 16, and

check out the river otters, dolphins, and

incredible exhibits such as the Flower Gar-

dens replica, Islands of Steel, and the latest

offering, AMAZON....

DON'T forget to enter our Where in Texas Are
You? contest next month. Remember, the trip

includes three nights in Amaillo, free airfare

for two on Southwest Airlines, a free rental

car, and entry to the area's top attractions.

Look for the contest in the September issue

of Texas Highways....

ENJOY your travels this mon:h. If you know

how and where to go, August in Texas can

be really cool. And if it's still too hot, you

might possibly make a U-turn.
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How Times
(and Rates)
Have Changed
I HAVE enjoyed TH for many
years. Each time I receive an
issue, it brings back pleasant
memories. The article on
Houston's historic hotels [June r..i
issue, at right] certainly meant
much to me. On November 21,
1941,1 was sworn into the
U.S. Army Air Corps in Dallas,
with orders to proceed to
Ellington Field, Houston, for
training as an Aviation Cadet.
Arriving in Houston that night, I checked into
the Auditorium Hotel [now the Lancaster],
spent the night there, and reported to Ellington
Field the next day. I still have the bill for the
night; it was four dollars.

Now, reading about the Lancaster Hotel, I
certainly see a lot of changes in the past 60
years. The years have brought many changes
to all of our servicemen's lives, but the happy
memories will always remain.

FORREST W. "PETE" TIPPEN SR.
Abilene

needed some shrimp, you would honk your
horn, and he would bring it over. I was always
fascinated by his work; he would sit on the end
of his boat dock and paint all day when he
was not shrimping. He was a very secluded
person, and if he liked you, he would show you
his gallery of art. What a fascinating character.

LAD CMAJDALKA
Garland

Big on Bangs
I WANTED you to know how much I appreciat-
ed "Shining Light in Bangs" in May's Speaking

TA~W
Forrest on
the Bayou
THE ARTICLE about
Forrest Bess in June's
Speaking of Texas brought
back memories. When
I was growing up, we
fished a lot at Chinqua-
pin [on East Matagorda
Bay]. Forrest had a
shrimp camp across an
arm of water-the only
way you could get there
was by boat. If you

Don't just bring back memories.
Bring back some rewards.

I 'w
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Em m m 'minstay

Stay and earn with
the Choice Privileges*
and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs.
There's a lot to see and do in the Lone
Star State. That's why with 8 brands and
more than 200 Choice hotels across the
great state, you'll have everything you
need to experience our unique culture.
Plus, you'll earn nights or flights with
our Choice Privileges and EA$Y CHOICE
reward programs. Call today and ask for
the Texas Highways Rate to save 10%
or for information, visit us online.

Call 866.228.5160 and ask
for the Texas Highways Rate

to save 10%.

choicetexas.com

We'll see you there.
CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONAL*

Advance reservations required. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Rate not available online. Offer only valid at participating hotels throughout the state of Texas. Offer valid
through 12/30/05. Choice Privileges: Earn points or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates at any Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Quality, Sleep Inn ClarinnW or MainStay Suites' hotel in the U.S. All program rules
and conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines visit choiceprivileges.com or see the Choice Privileges Membership Guide. EASY CHOICE: Earn stamps or miles/credits when paying qualifying rates
at Econo Lodge' and Rodeway Inn' hotels in the U.S. All program rules and program conditions apply. For complete details and participating airlines, visit easychoiceonline.com or see the EA$Y CHOICE stamp card.

2004 Choice Hotels International, Inc All rights reserved.

August 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 3

6 t 11

y

Prt .

of Texas. I went to work at Texans, Inc., in 1967
as an order clerk, typing many general orders
for all the TV lamps mentioned in the article. I
thought everyone in the world had the Siamese
Cat & Kitten, because so many were sold. Tex-
ans, Inc., was a wonderful place to work-we
were one big happy family! Tommy Young was
the best boss ever; Howard Kron and Richard
Gunter, the designers, were so much fun to be
around; and Pete and Evangeline Eads (who
worked in and out of the office with me) were
also wonderful. Bangs is the best little town in
Texas.

FERN SHEPPARD

Bangs

Jake and Dorothy's
KATHRYN Jones' story on Stephenville [June]
was interesting, but no old-timer would drive
by Jake and Dorothy's Cafe [406 E. Washing-
ton; 254/965-5211] without stopping. They
have served the best chicken-fried steak in Texas

:ono laa
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for years. It's the place to eat in Stephenville!

BOB McLAREN
Burleson

Alice in One-derland
JUST received my June issue, and there is an
error [in Just Passing Through, on the town of
Alice]. The text on page 62, and the callout on

page 63 [are wrong in saying that Alice was
Richard King's only daughter]. The Captain had
five children: Henrietta, Ella, Richard King II,
Alice, and Robert E. Lee. Love the magazine!

MODENE JOHNSON

Mission

ED. NOTE: Oops. At least we got it right in the
May issue (see "Of Giants and Kings"). Alice
was the Captain's youngest daughter.

You Betcher Boots
It's Backwards
I THINK your June issue was one of your best
in many months. I particularly enjoyed the sec-
tion on the 6666 Ranch. It brought back many

(J WYMAN MENZER

Several astute readers noticed that this photo or
Four Sixes legend Boo1s O'Neal was backwards in
the June issue. Here's Boots, shown right-handed.

fond memories of Mr. George Humphries, for-
mer ranch manager; Tom Ryan, my former
neighbor, who did so many wonderful paintings
there; and of Boots C'Neal.

When I saw O'Neal's picture, I immediately

knew something was wrong, but it took me a
few minutes to discover what it was. He was
building his loop with the wrong hand (his left,
and he is not a lefty). My conclusion was veri-
fied by noting the buttons on his shirt and
jeans were on the "wrong" side, and made def-
inite by the fact that the 6666 logo on his shirt
pocket is reversed. The picture is obviously
printed backward. The issue was, otherwise,
superb. Keep up the good work!

DAVID PAUL FRIZELL

San Angelo

ED. NOTE: Thanks, David, and to several other
readers who noticed the backwards 6666
logo. Just before going to press, we, too,
noticed that the photo was flopped, but since
that's the way it was printed in the book, we
honored the publisher's decision. Photographer
Wyman Meinzer has since told us that the
book is being reprinted, and the correction
will be made.

Atta-Boy, Matador Cowboy!
I JUST read the story of the horse race from
Nocona to Oakland, California [Speaking of
Texas, March 2004]. I was a 14-year-old kid at

Up ahead, t o a ttlfis e reminder of Texas' struggle for independence TEXAS

and its nine formative years as a sovereign republic. Off to the side, ghosts of Texas heroes like HISTORICAL

Davy Crockett and Sam Houston linger. So get in the car. Get on the trail. And take a look around COMMISSION

- you can see your history from here.

For free driving maps of the Independence Trail or any other Texas Heritage Trails, call 512/463-6254 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel.
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that time, living in Spur [in Dickens County],
and remember the event quite well. Shannon
Davidson [who won the race] was a cowboy for
Matador Ranch [headquarters in Motley County]
and was quite well known in Dickens County,
adjacent to Motley County. It was always my
understanding that Shannon rode two mules
just like Festus of Gunsmoke. I don't know if
Shannon is alive today-I'm sure it's likely that
some of the participants are still around.

WAYNE MORROW
Terrell

ED. NOTE: We'd love to hear from anyone
who took part in that 2,000-mile Texas-to-
California horse race, which took place in
March 1939.

Aussie Muscle
A FEW months ago, a friend of mine in Texas
was kind enough to give me a subscription to
TH. Having never been to the United States, I
find great insight into your beautiful country-
side, cities, and towns. I have an interest in
performance cars, though I don't own one my-
self. The article on the Big Bend Open Road
Race [April 2005] was most interesting, as

were the pictures of all those magnificent
American "muscle" cars that we've heard so
much about. Our premier race in Australia is
the Bathurst 1000, held every October.

I wonder if your readers know that the arm
of General Motors in Australia, known as
Holden, is importing your 5.7-liter Chevrolet
Corvette V-8 motor, installing it into our leg-
endary two-door Holden sports car known as
the Monaro, and selling it back to you as a
Pontiac GTO. Don't be concerned; it's a great
car! We now use a six-liter version of that
motor, and no doubt you will see it, too! The
only thing I would say is that the Monaro has
a much better looking front end. Holden Spe-
cial Vehicles in Australia (HSV) makes some
very neat cars. Anyone who might like a look
at them can go to www.hsv.com.au.

MAX GOULTER
Ariah Park, New South Wales, Australia

Zoo Zeal
I READ the article on the Caldwell Zoo in Ty-
ler [November 2004] and decided to visit. I
have visited other zoos through the years and
walked myself to death. This zoo is the best. It
is so beautiful and the perfect size. The numer-

ous rocking chairs for the guests at the en-
trance are great! I loved eating my hamburger
at the cafe in such close proximity to the ele-
phants and giraffes. I saw a rare white alligator
also that was on loan.

GRACE ANN LEMANSKI

Georgetown

Strong Connection
JUST wanted to thank you for that great article
on my baptismal godfather, T.J. (Stout) Jackson
[Speaking of Texas, March 2005]. He and his
wife, "Mother B" (Beatrice), were my mother's
first talent agents (Rosita Fernandez, San
Antonio's "First Lady of Song"), and I can
remember the tent theaters and the amazing
feats of strength that my "Padrino" would per-
form. It was great just to re-remember Padrino
Jackson and Mother B.

RAUL J. ALMAGUER
San Antonio

WRITE OR EMAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; email:
lettersO5@texashighways.com. Web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism, We
reserve the right to edit letters.

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE TRAIL REGION
Trace the trails that led to Texas independence ...

BRENHAM
137th Washington Co. Fair

September 14 - 17

wwwwashingtoncofair.com

GONZALES
Come & Take It

September 30 - October 2

www.gonzalestexas.com

RICHMOND SAN JACINTO
Texian Market Days San Jacinto Museum of I Iistoy
October 22 - 23 Open daily

www.georgeranch.org wwwsjan acinto-museum.org

SEALY
Austin Co. Fair

October 12 - 16

wwwaustincountvfair.com

SEG UIN
Guadalupe Co. Fair & Rodeo

October 13 - 16

wwwvisitseguin.com
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Like a Rhinestone Cowboy
ALONG WITH FELLOW CELEBRITY CLOTHIERS NUDIE COHN, RODEO BEN,
Nathan Turk, and Sy Devore, Mexican-born designer Manuel Arturo Josh
Cuevas Martinez-known simply as Manuel-has helped change the face of
fashion in the movie and music industries. Manuel's hand-tailored, often be-
spangled and embroidered creations have made distinctive sartorial state-
ments for Keith Richards, Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, Robert
Redford, George Jones, John Travolta, and many others.

4

Manuel's rhinestone-studded salute to Ameri-
ca, a collection of 50 handmade jackets called
Manuel: Star-Spangled Couture, debuted on
June 10 at the National Cowgirl Museum and
Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, where it will remain
on view through November 6. "This is my thank-
you card to the United States," says Manuel,
who handcrafted the jackets with symbols rep-
resenting each state in the nation. Texas' jacket,
for example, a red-white-and-blue number with
sequined, stylized Long Star flags as the
sleeves, features such symbols as a yellow

rose, bluebonnets, and lucky horseshoes.
Call 800/476-3263; www.cowgirl.net.

(And, while we can't with a clear conscience
encourage you to vacation anywhere else
but Texas, if you someday do find yourself
in Nashville, you can drop by Manuel's
Exclusive Clothier, at 1922 Broadway....)

VICTORY IN BLUES
ON AUGUST 21, 2005, AUSTIN-THE LIVE
Music Capital of the World-celebrates the 60th
anniversary of the Victory Grill, a legendary

di

Make time to "Step into the Real Texas" -
From America's second-largest canyon to the
world's biggest steak, Amarillo has everything you'd
expect from Texas plus a whole lot more. Amarillo
is gateway to Palo Duro Canyon, the "Grand
Canyon of Texas." Enjoy extraordinary vistas from
the comfort of your automobile.

Enjoy attractions like the Big Texan Steak
Ranch, famous for its "free" 72-oz. steak dinner and
country western Opry.

Stroll through the world's only Cadillac Ranch,
shop for collectibles on historic Route 66, or
experience bygone eras at the American Quarter

Horse Museum or the Panhandle-Plains Historical
Museum, Texas' largest history museum,

Upcoming events: Tri-State Fair (Sept), USTPA National
Finals and National Finals Steer Roping (Nov), WRCA World

Championship Ranch Rodeo (Nov), and NCHA World

Championship Finals (Feb)'

FreeVisitor Guide. 800-692-1338
www.visitamarillotx.us

Mexican-born celeb
rity tailor Manuel
needs but one name.
This "Texas" jacket,
made as part of his state
series in 1996, glitters with Lone Star pride.
COURTESY FRIST CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS, NASHVILLE

music club on the city's east side. The club will
pulse all day with blues and jazz, including a
gospel brunch.

Sixty years ago-on August 15, 1945, Victory
Over Japan Day, which ended World War II-
Austinite Johnny Holmes opened the Victory
Grill. The place became a music Mecca where
victorious black soldiers could dine and be
entertained without discrimination. Local blues
legends-such as Roosevelt "Grey Ghost"
Williams, T.D. Bell, and Bobby "Blue" Bland-
played the Victory. The club was a stop on the
"Chitlin Circuit," a network of Southern stages
that attracted top blues and jazz acts like
B.B. King, Ike and Tina Turner, and Chuck Berry.
These stars drew enthusiastic mixed-race
crowds, a rarity in the segregated South.

East Austin's music scene gradually dimin-
ished, and a 1988 fire damaged the Victory.
By the mid-1990s, music-lovers had begun a
drive to bring the Victory back to life, part of an
overall East Austin revitalization effort. Fund-
raising and restoration continue under manag-
er Eva Lindsey and the nonprofit Friends of
Victory Grill. The classic cabaret (listed in
the National Register of Historic Places) re-
mains much as it did during its heyday in
the 1950s, when it was home to the city's
liveliest music scene. A display in the two-
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GRAPEVINE, TEXAS
Experience it!

- Great shopping in the Main Street Historic I)istrict, Bass
Pro Shops Outdoor World and Grapevine Mills Mall

" Over 200 restaurants " Seven winery tasting rooms

On August 21, the Victory Grill m Austin celebrates
its 60th anniversary. Historic shots like this one
decorate the interior.

tiered restaurant-club recounts the Victory's
rich history.

The Victory Grill is at 1104 E. 11th St. For de-
tails and hours, call, 512/391-0174 (www.
TheVictoryGrill.com). -RANDY MALLORY

GET READY FOR EDDIE
NATIVE SON EDDIE DURHAM'S HOME-
town of San Marcos honors the late Texas jazz
legend this month with the third annual
Musical Tribute to Eddie Durham, on Saturday,
August 20, from 6-11 p.m. at the plaza on the
San Marcos River. Live music, including per-
formances of the Latin jazz of Salsa del Rio
and a varied program of other jazz artists yet to
be announced, will invoke the spirit, muse, and
memory of this fabled Texas guitarist, trombon-
ist, arranger, and composer. Eddie Durham
(1906-1987) was among the very first to real-
ize the potential of amplified electric guitar,
and, in fact, turned Charlie Christian on to the
instrument's possibilities.

How influential was Durham? This Swing Era
great-a vastly underappreciated musical fig-
ure, considering his r sum6 and career high-
lights-played, wrote, and/or arranged for the
famous Blue Devils, Bennie Moten, Count
Basie, Jimmie Lunceford, Harry James, Artie
Shaw, Billie Holiday, Glenn Miller, and more.
Classics such as "One O'Clock Jump," "In the
Mood," "Topsy," "Swingin' the Blues," and
"Jumpin' at the Woodside" came from Durham
or had his creative input.This San Marcos event
helps give the talented Texan his due respect.
For more information, call Johnnie Armstead at
512/353-0124 or 393-8421.

FILMS IN THE FLATLAND
FORGET CANNES, SUNDANCE, OR
Toronto. Texas film buffs, you know where the
action is! There's so much action (and lights
and cameras, for that matter) in the Lone Star
State that the Texas Film Commission lists 22
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film fests across the state (www.governor.
state.tx.us/divisions/film/faq/festivalshtml).

And here's a new one for you: Lubbock's
brand-new Flatland Film Festival, a short film
and video competition and film invitational, on
August 12-13 at the Louise H. Underwood
Center for the Arts. Along with screenings of 13
films selected for the competition, the festival
features a screening of the new film Stephen
Tobolowsky's Birthday Party. A panel discussion
will feature Texas Film Commission director Tom
Copeland, producer Dennis Bishop, independ-
ent filmmaker Marynell Maloney, actor Duane
Whitaker, and production manager/producer
Joe Dishner. On Saturday evening, producer
Keith Samples will present a screening of the
satirical 1999 comedy Election, the film that
made a delicious monster out of Reese Wither-
spoon and forever freed Matthew Broderick from
his Ferris Buelle's Day Off typecasting.

For festival details, call 806/762-8606; www.
flatlandfilmfestival.com.

ftr KUAU
THE EYE OF ANSEL ADAMS

PHOTOGRAPHER ANSEL ADAMS

(1902-1984), best known for his

striking black-and-white images

of unspoiled nature, once ob-

served that "You don't make a

photograph just with a camera.

You bring to the act of photogra-

phy all the pictures you have

seen, the books you have read,
the music you have heard, the Georgia O'Keeffe and Orville Cox, Canyon de Chelly

h , t National Monument, Arizona, 1937.
people you have loved."

With the Austin exhibit Ansel Adams: A Legacy, which appears from August

9 through January 1, 2006, at the University of Texas' Harry Ransom Center,
admirers of Adams' evocative images can get that much closer to the influ-

ences that made the photographer click.

The exhibition's 138 photographs, printed by Adams toward the end of his

career, span all manner of subject matter and were intended to demonstrate

his life's achievement. Among the images are dramatic vistas of Yosemite

Valley and the Southwest, portraits of Georgia O'Keeffe and others, architec-

tural views, and stunning closeups of nature. Call 512/471-8944; www.

hrc.utexas.edu.
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HISTCRY, FOLKLORE, AND

404

nmi rh \

Naomi Polk's waterccbor Stick Doll embodies the self-taught Houston artist's Ceep Christian faith,
reflects her African he-itage, and recalls the stick dolls her mother made for he s a youngster.

NAOMI POLK

aomi Polk never considered her art "quite good enough to share with

the outside world." Yet in 2004, one of her paintings sold at auction

-or X3,900.

She was born in 1892 in Hous-
ton's Fourth Ward, where thousands of

slaves fled after Emancipation. Her ma-

ternal grandmother and mother were

freed slaves, whose stories influenced
her poetry and paintings.

Naomi was in her forties when she

began decorating discarded orange
juice cans with flowers and butterflies.
The twice-widowed mother of three
filled the cans with flowers and sold
them around the neighborhood to sup-
plement her small government check.
She wrote poetry in the early morning,
and fashioned paintings with oil-based
enamel, watercolor, crayon, and felt-tip
marker on canvases of scavenged mate-
rial. Inspired by her African-American
heritage and deep religious conviction,
her art soon became her life's work.

After Nacmi's death in 1984, her

daughter, Rosalie Tay or, helped gain

recognition for her mother's work. In

1989, the paintings appeared alongside

those of five other Texas artists in an
important traveling exhibit sponsored
by the Huntington Art Gallery (now the
Blanton Museum of Art) at the Univer-

sity of Texas at Austin. The exhibit
showcased black folk artists whose
work reflects generations of oral and
visual traditions. Naomi Polk, her
daughter said, would have been "both
surprised and pleased."

-Ann Felton, Austin

MICKEY RATHBONESome might say that Milton E.
"Mickey" Rathbone Jr. of Eldo-
rado got his showboat athletic

style from his trumpe:-playing father,

IMAGE FROM BLACK HISTORY/BLACK ISON: THE VISIONARY IMAGE IN TEXAS BY LYNNE ADELE (UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS PRESS, FB9

Speaking 9_of_
FASCINATING FACTS

Milton Sr., who played for a time with

Lawrence Welk. As quarterback for

the San Angelo High School Bobcats,
Mickey led his underdog team to a big
upset victory over the Highland Park

Scots of Dallas in the state semifinals in

December 1943.

Nine thousand frenzied fans wit-

nessed that semifinal game. With his

team down 20 to 14, seven yards from

the goal line, and with time running

out, Mickey's final call fooled the Scots'
defense and even the referee, Ab Curtis,
who accidentally got between Mickey

and Milford Taft, the intended receiver.
The ball hit Curtis in the face, causing
him to fall to the ground. As he fell,
the ball bounced off his stomach and
then his foot. Seeing his opportunity,
Mickey scooped up the ball and ran it
in. The Bobcats won 21-20, and went
on to trounce Lufkin 26-13 the follow-

ing week for that year's state football

championship.
Many of those who attended the

semifinal game remember it to this day
and recall how Mickey kept future
Hall of Famers Bobby Layne and Doak

Walker-both of whom were on the
Highland Park team-out of the cham-

pionship. Yet Rathbone says he ran be-
cause of fear more than anything else.
"I never did like being hit," he says. "If
I got the ball, I would run like hell."

For Rathbone, who soon shipped out

with the U.S. Navy to serve in World
War II, the celebration was short-lived.
But not forgotten: In May of last year,
Mickey, along with eight other Texas
high-school footballers, was inducted
into the Texas High School Football
Hall of Fame in Waco.

Mickey, now 79, and his wife, Myrta,
still go to all the Bobcat games as sea-
son-ticket holders. As for exercise, Mick-
ey hunts, checks on his cattle regularly,
and lets his dog, Tiger, retrieve the golf
balls his master chips around the back-
yard in Eldorado.

-Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe, Argyle
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SPOTLIGHT

he Coast

Life's a Beach
IF YOU'RE FEELING STRESSED BY LIFE'S RESPONSIBILITIES
(or simply need a getaway before the school year starts),
here's a simple prescription: Head to the Texas coast, which
stretches some 400 miles from the border of Louisiana to the
beginnings of Mexico. Depending on the prevailing winds, you
can see and feel the Gulf of Mexico's salty sea air far before
you spy any water. So take a deep breath and let the relax-
ation begin. It's cheaper and a lot more fun than therapy.

MICHAEL A MURPHY

Terri Sears of Ukaiona, Robin Willars of Missouri, and Kns Warren of Arkan-
sas gcze 3t the waves on Padre Island National Seashore.

REDFISH RIVIERA
ONE OF THE SLEEPIEST CORNERS OF THE
Texas coast, the Calhoun County peninsula
doesn't see a lot of tourist traffic, despite its rich
history. Here in 1519, after all, Spanish explorer
Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda surveyed the seven
surrounding bays, and in 1685, explorer Rene
Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle established
the first French fort in Texas.

But with a range of comfortable lodgings, a
handful of knock-your-socks-off seafood restau-

r

II

rants, easy access to the bays fr fishing and
birding, and even an experimental art space,
this area has a lot to offe'.

Boaters can find muc-i to eniby in the sur-
rounding bays and marshlan:s, ncluding fish-
ing for speckled trout and red drum, as well as
studying the antics of herons, :grets, roseate
spoonbills, hawks, curlews, and the many other
species that migrate though or make their
homes here. If you have your own boat (motor-
ized or not), several public docks provide good

CA+6
BROWN, THE COLOR OF TRADITION.

A packet of steaming hot tortillas.
The weathered face of a proud vaquero.
The timeless beauty of carved wood doors.
Stroll into a world where the past is present.
See the color of cultures. Laredof,' cf oV4 cultures

4%V

Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau " 501 San Agustin, Laredo, TX 78040 * 1.800.361.3360 " www.viva-laredo.com

points of entry into the water. (If not, call Austin Out-
door Gear & Guidance to ask about guided kay-
ak tours of the marshlands; 512/473-2644.)

Art-lovers, don't miss Port Lavaca's eclectic
Roseate Spoonbill Gallery (129 E. Main;
361/552-1930), where artist Dean Johnstone
sells a mix of furniture, photographs, and
coastal collectibles, along with dozens of his-
toric shots of the area, some dating to 1930.
Too, make the short trek to Seadrift, where
German artist Dieter Erhard brings polymor-
phous touches of Gaudf and Hundertwasser to
the fishing-village set with his studio and gallery
space, Art Center Seadrift (601 Broadway;
361/785-5050).

For spot-on seafood, try Tropics, which serves
Vietnamese-inspired seafood dishes, fried and
grilled platters, and a praiseworthy chicken-fried
steak (in Port Lavaca; 361/552-2900); Clark's
Seafood, where you can devour succulent sea-
food while watching the boats come into the
harbor (in Port O'Connor; 361/983-2233); and
Barkett's Restaurant, which served its first satis-
fied customers in the 1950s (in Seadrift; 361/
785-2441).

For more on Calhoun County, call the Port
Lavaca/Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce,
361/552-2959; www.portlavacainfo.com.

THE ISLAND CITY
CONSIDERABLY LESS SLEEPY BUT NO LESS
historical or charming, the city of Galveston daz-
zles beach-goers with a full plate of activities.
Historical homes tours, award-winning theater,
art galleries, and shopping? Yes, particularly in
the East End and Strand National Historic Land-
mark districts. Shelling, surfing, and suntanning?
But of course; Galveston boasts more than 30
miles of beachfront. Miniature golf, bowling, and
bungee-jumping? You betcha, plus skydiving,
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dolphin-watching cruises, and carriage rides.
This island getaway has it all, plus dozens of fes-
tivals year round, including the raucous Mardi
Gras festival in February and the Dickens on The
Strand celebration each December. For details,
call 888/GAL-ISLE; www.Galveston.com.

PORT ARANSAS
ONCE A LAID-BACK LITTLE VILLAGE FAMOUS
for its spectacular tarpon fishing and friendly
residents, Port Aransas has successfully weath-
ered a growth spurt in recent years to become
one of the Texas coast's most popular beach
destinations. Still laid-back, and still renowned
for its fishing and friendly folks, Port A now
boasts fine restaurants (including the Venetian
Hot Plate, a cozy eatery run by Italian husband-
and-wife team Maurice and Linda Halioua,
361/749-7617; and Shells, which specializes
in fresh seafood and vegetables, 361/749-
7621), as well as several viewing spots for bird-
ers, a handful of tasteful shops, and a nascent
nightlife scene.

All that said, Port Aransas' biggest draw is still
its serene beach, where you can walk, bike, and
swim to your heart's content. As the waves lap
over the brown-sugar sand and begin their return
trip out to sea, your cares and troubles are
bound to dissipate, too. For more information,
call the Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce,
800/45-COAST; www.portaransas.org.

AWAY TO THE BAY!
TO THE INITIATED, ESPECIALLY THOSE
whose experience with Corpus Christi has been
limited to its major freeways, the city doesn't
seem like much: industrial and busy, yes; tropical
and serene, no. But explore the waterfront along
Corpus Christi's stunning Shoreline Boulevard,
and your opinion will change. Here, a winding
road follows the coastline along glittering Cor-
pus Christi Bay, where surfers and parasailors

(and bottlenose dolphins) ply the calm waters.
If you're interested in history, art, or the natu-

ral sciences, Corpus Christi has you covered, too.
Be sure to check out the U.S.S. Lexington Mu-
seum on the Bay, a floating naval museum
housed in a famous 1943 aircraft carrier; the
Texas State Aquarium (see page 16 for details
about this gem); and the Art Center of Corpus
Christi, among other attractions.

For dining, try lunch or dinner at Frank's Spa-
ghetti House (2724 Leopard; 361/882-0075),
which has been serving authentic Italian delica-
cies since 1947. Decorated with checkered table-
cloths, artwork, and hanging wine bottles, Frank's
pleases patrons with hearty dishes like its popu-
lar lasagna, made fresh on the spot and so thick
you'd be wise not to wear a white shirt.

PARTY ALL THE TIME/ALONE AT LAST
PADRE ISLAND HAS A SPLIT PERSONALITY.
The northern half, the undeveloped Padre Island
National Seashore, beckons anglers, beach-
combers, sea kayakers, and nature-lovers of all
kinds to revel in the island's solitude. (See
"Padre Island National Seashore," May 2005.)

The southern half, the storied South Padre
Island, comes by its party-all-the-time reputation
honestly. Sprinkled with high-rise hotels, gleam-
ing shops, extreme-sports outfitters, and spar-
kling beaches, this is the Texas beach that comes
closest to the sand-and-surf stretches found in
Miami and L.A. But even here, where a world-
class water park (Schlitterbahn; 956/772-
SURF) entertains gleeful patrons on uphill water
coasters and the world's largest surfing ride,
you'll find laid-back beach endeavors, too. Cast
a line from one of the jetties, ride a horse in the
surf, or learn more about the area's endangered
sea turtle population. For more on Padre Island
National Seashore, call 361/949-8068; www.
nps.gov/pais. For more on South Padre Island,
call 800/SO-PADRE; www.sopadre.com.

Experience the natural world of the
Texas Hill Countr-y River Region. ;
Enjoyfiv rsta river Dcover the
colors of summer with the Painted IHaS Hiil i iu Rgin
Bunting. Find out why we're one of (..' __

the top birding destinations in Texas. /4 \AeRation ;Zmsoe 6or Evrers easrn a
Relax at a river cabin, rustic retreat, Concan - Garner State Park - Reagan Wels
guest home, motel, or B&B. Sabwnawthr Utroia Ualde (ar) 2 - y o

-

There's always something to do
in Dnton, liete At, Antiues

2005. Classic car enthusiasts,
antique sleuths and art
afficionados unite! While here,
tour the Courthouse-on-the-
Square Museum, anchor of
downtown Denton since 1896.
Browse in unique shops and
antiques stores. Savor the local
flavor of downtown restaurants.
Fantastic weekend get-away
packages are available year round.

Discover Denton... and all
that Jazz!

Visitor Bureau
414 Parkway

Denton,TX 76201

Event Hotline: I (866) DENTONTX
www.disccwerdenton.com
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T H E DUKES and duchesses of Devon-

shire, members of the prominent

Cavendish family in England, have

spent the last 500 years collecting

choice art and artifacts. For decades,

the family has allowed visitors to

view many of these treasures in the

public parts of Chatsworth, their

16th-Century country house in Der-

byshire. But the family's private col-

lections have remained largely off-

limits ... until now.

A comprehensive traveling exhibi-

tion-The Devonshire Inheritance: Five

Centuries of Collecting at Chatsworth-

makes its final U.S. appearance, July 30

through October 23, at the Tyler Mu-

seum of Art. It's the show's last stop (and

r II] It 1; -

You can see the Cavendishes' extensive holdings of art and artifacts at Chatsworth (above), in Derby
shire, England. Or, Letter yet, check out some collection highlights at a traveling exhibit at the Tyler
Museum of Art. Below, Bust of Madame Mere (Napoleon Bonaparte's mother) was created by Italian
sculptor and painter Antonio Canova (1757-1822).

A

K s Rd e

4E E

41This summer, bring the whole family fo- a

unique, old-world experience aboard the
official Railroad of Texas during Kids Ride i
FREE. From June 2 through Sept. 25,
2005, up to five kids per one paid adult

admission can ride for free! Make tracks

to Rusk or Palestine State Park and enjoy

an unforgettable, one-of-a-kind journey.

E S T. 1 8 8 1

TEXAS STATE
RAILROAD -.

Celebrating 124 years of service to Texas!

the only one in -

Texas) before re- r

turning to private
display in England.

The Devonshire 3
Inheritance has 250

superlative pieces

-paintings and

sculpture, jewelry _

and gemstones, por-

celain and silver, rare books and scientif-

ic instruments-that reflect the lives and

tastes of 14 generations of Cavendishes.

The pieces are arranged chronologic-

ally (by family collector), beginning with

an oil portrait, silver seal, and badge

of Bess of Hardwick (1527-1608). The
portrait (ca. 1600), by Rowland Lockey,
captures the steely nature of Bess, the

family matriarch, whose advantageous

marriages resulted in her acquiring the

wealth that built Chatsworth. 4

In the late 1600s, Bess' great-great-

grandson William Cavendish (1641-1707)
became the first Duke of Devonshire, in

reward for helping bring William of

Orange to the English throne. The new

King William III gave the new duke a
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From July 30 through October 23, this comprehensive travel-

ing exhibition makes its final U.S. appearance (and the only one

in Texas) before returning to private display in England.

pair of intricate pilgrim bot- tectural drawings by the re-
ties (silver flasks like nowned 16th-Century

those carried by pil- 4Italian architect Andrea
grims to shrines), which Palladio and masque cos-
are part of this exhibition. t tume sketches by the equally

The second duke-also v famous 17th-Century English
named William, as have been architect Inigo Jones (masques
most of the dukes-expand- were elaborate private perform-
ed the family's collections by ac- ances for the nobility).
quiring many Old Master draw- The Devonshire Inheritance
ings. Exhibited drawings in Tyler spotlights varied works, styles,
include a pen-and-ink sketch by - sizes, and materials.
Van Dyck of a dying tree with bram- Fabulous 18th-Century furniture in-
bles, an ink-and-chalk drawing by I cludes a three-foot-high, oak coin cof-
Rubens of a peasant girl churning fer intricately veneered with ebony,
butter, and detailed pen-and-ink / brass, and tortoiseshell, and a three-
Dutch landscapes by Rembrandt. foot-wide wood, brass, and ivory in-

The Devonshire dynasty doubled strument cabinet that belonged to Hen-
their holdings through inheritance after ry Cavendish, the fourth duke's cousin
the 1748 marriage of Lady Charlotte Boyle and a noted scientist.
to William Cavendish, who was soon to Intriguing documents and books in-
become the fourth duke. Exhibited works clude handwritten letters to family mem-
inherited from the Boyles include archi- bers from Queen Elizabeth I, Charles

All that glitters. C.F. Hancock fashioned this jewel-encrusted gold stomacher (above)-inlaid with diamonds,
cornelian, onyx, garnet, jacinth, lapis lazuli, plasma (a kind of chalcedony), and sardonyx-around 1856.

THE TYLER MUSEUM OF ART is at
1300 S. Mahon St., adjacent to
the main campus of Tyler Junior Col-
lege. Hours: Tue-Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5. Note:
In preparation for the Devonshire exhibit, the
museum will be closed June 27-July 29, 2005.
Admission: Free, except for major exhibitions
(see below). Call 903/595-1001; www.tyler
museum.org.

The Devonshire Inheritance runs July 30-Oct. 23,
2005. Admission: $10, $8 college students and
age 65 and older, $5 ages 13-17, $2 ages 3-12;
free age 2 and younger and museum members.
Though the museum is normally closed on Mon.,
on Sep. 12 (from 11-3), the exhibit will open only
to age 65 and older (free admission). A 430-
page color catalog ($59.95) chronicles the exhi-
bition and is available at the museum gift shop.

Exhibit-related museum events include: July
30, a lecture ($8-$20) by the 12th Duke of
Devonshire; Aug. 5, Sep. 2, and Oct. 7, guided
tours ($13 for each tour, including admission);
Oct. 11-13, lectures by various experts ($20

each, including admission); Oct. 15, an English
tea ($15, plus admission); and Oct. 16, Family
Day on the museum grounds, with kids' activities
(event admission is free or reduced for mem-
bers; does not include exhibit admission).

Other exhibit tie-in events include: Shakespeare-
an theater through July 24 at the Texas Shake-
speare Festival in Kilgore (903/983-8601);
Aug. 6, 13, 20, and 27, children's science pro-
grams at Tyler's Discovery Science Place (903/
533-8011); and Sep. 17, English compositions
performed by the East Texas Symphony Orches-
tra, which also cosponsors (with the Univ. of
Texas at Tyler) the Oct. 6 performance of the
Voices of London (903/526-3876).

The exhibition is the most ambitious of recent
traveling shows hosted by the museum, which
opened in 1971. In addition to loaned exhibi-
tions, the museum maintains a permanent col-
lection, which focuses on works by prominent
Texas artists and photographers such as James
Surls, Vernon Fisher, Luis Jimenez, Terry Allen,
and Keith Carter.

VISIONS OF AMERICA - A TRAVELING EXHIBIT
MAKES ITS ONLY TEXAS STOP IN SAN ANGELO
JULY 3 -SEPTEMBER 25, 2005

West Rock, NewHavn- Freden church, 1i49

Spanish Pirl of Segovia- Robert Henri 1912

This stunning exhibit spans 250 years of

American art, with works by masters Georgia

O'Keeffe, Norman Rockwell, Andrew Wyeth

and more. Visit San Angelo for this rare glimpse
at America's art history. You'll discover a
thriving city that combines world-class culture
and small-town charm.

San Angelo. Downhome, Uptown, Goodtimes.

FOR EXHIBIT INFORMATION AND TRAVEL RATES:
800-375-1206 - WWW.SANANGELO.ORG
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tion that focuses on works by Texas artists and photographers such as Luis Jimenez and Keith Carter.

Dickens, and Alexander Pope; a 1462 tricately carved, 16th-Century boxwood
Latin Vulgate Bible, the first to bear the rosary of Henry VIII, the one-time defend-
names of the printers and the date; and er of the Catholic faith who broke with
a 1613 copy of Galileo's diagram of Rome and became the first head of the
celestial rotation. Church of England.

Much of the ex- A 17th-Century Ital-
hibition glitters- ian pendant proves es-
from a 1768 gold pecially symbolic. At
Louis XV snuff- just over two inches
box to a gold 1813 dog long, it bears a cameo
collar; from a massive silver carved from banded agate de-
soup tureen to the circa-1697 - picting the Greek youth Arion
Kniphausen Hawk, a 14-inch- astride a dolphin. Legend holds
tall silver bird decorated with painted that the dolphin saved him from drown-
enamel and encrusted with a dozen va- ing, an impressive escape.
rieties of gemstones. There's even an in- The Cavendishes, too, accomplished

an impressive escape of sorts.
Upon the unexpected death

of the 10th duke, in 1950, the
estate was threatened by an
80 percent estate tax. After 17

n years of negotiations with the
government-an episode that

cost the family nine of its
most important artworks,

many rare books, a residence,
and thousands of acres of
land-most of the family for-
tune and treasures were final-

(ca. 1729), an oil on copper by Giovanni Antonio Canal (Canaletto), ly left intact.

and a silver soup tureen (center) by Paul Storr that dates to 1820. In 1981, the 11th duke and
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Varied works, styles, sizes,

and materials are spotlighted.

Exhibited art includes de-

tailed pen-and-ink Dutch land-

scapes by Rembrandt, and

renderings by the renowned

18th-Century Venetian painter

Canaletto. Much of the exhibi-

tion glitters-from a massive

silver soup tureen to a gold

1813 dog collar.

ung use pen-and-ink landscapes by Rembrandt
on display is A Thatched Cottage by a Large Tree,
with a Woman (?) Seated Outside (ca. 1650).

duchess, Andrew and Deborah Cav-
endish, set up a charitable trust to ensure
the preservation of Chatsworth and its
collections. Since then, 18 million people
have visited Chatsworth, with proceeds
from the admittance fees going toward

the property's upkeep.
The 11th duke died last year, at the age

of 84, but not before he and his wife had
purchased family portraits by Lucian
Freud (grandson of Sigmund Freud) and
other notable 20th-Century artworks,
many showcased in this exhibition. The
12th Duke of Devonshire, 61-year-old
Peregrine Cavendish, who will be on
hand to present a lecture about the exhi-

bition on opening day in Tyler, carries
on his family's half-millennium tradi-
tion of high-class collecting.

Frequent (and versatile) contributor RANDY MALLORY
is writing stories on Bigfoot and the town of Schulen-
burg for the October issue.

WE'RE KNOWN
FOR OIL.

BUT WE ALSO HAVE
WATERCOLORS,
ACRYLICS, & PASTELS.

Beaumont may just be the museum capital
of Texas. Because you'll find works of the

great masters as well as the
up-and-comers in any of our many

museums. Why, if we were bragging, we'd
have to say Beaumont is the cultural center

of the universe.
For more information about Beaumont,

special hotel packages, and the exciting
things we have to offer, call

1-800-392-4401 or visit
www.beaumontcvb.com to request your

Free Beaumont Visitors Guide.

When the German settlers arrived here,
they knew it was worth the trip.

A

You'll find Fredericksburg very worthwhile toc. From the rich
cultural tapestry German settlers wove on the Texas frontier
to landmark sites, museums and festivals steeped in history,
ours is a story that's 150 years in the making. Come share
the experience.

'REDERRIKSBURG''"
n he iase Hill Country
German heritage. Texan hospi

Toll free 1-866-997-3600
www. fredericksburg-texas.com

Visitor Information Center
302 E. Austin (Downtown Frederi ch.buiy)
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B" SCOTT WilLIAMS - PHOTOGRAPHS BY KEVIN STILLMAN
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AQ
[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT] Texas State Aquarium wonders include
dclphins in a popular outdoor show; typical Gulf of Mexico marine
life around a replicated offshore oil rig; below-the-surface view-
ing of the dolphins (Evelyn Cantu of McAllen shown here); a dive
show in the simulated Flower Gardens reef (diver Kevin Ferguson
pictured); and rehabilitation space for injured sea turtles.
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PEOPLE WHO VISITED
the Texas State Aquarium when it

opened in 1990 spent an average

of 45 minutes touring Corpus

Christi's most popular tourist

attraction. Now, 15 years later, the typical

visitor spends almost three hours viewing

exhibits interpreting marine life in the

Gulf of Mexico.

That statistic suggests one of two

thngs: People either walk a lot slower

than they did 15 years ago, or they're
finding a lot more to do and see. For-

tunately for aquarium visitors, it's the
exhibits that keep them at the Texas State

Aquarium three times longer. That's

because aquarium staff quickly learned

that, to convince people to return, it had

to give people new exhibits and activities.

Those who visited the TSA in its first

year will still recognize the place. The

132,000-gallon Islands of Steel exhibit,

a reproduction of an offshore oil rig

that features the marine life that con-

gregates there, continues to be one of

the most popular exhibits, as does the

Flower Gardens display, a colorful repli-

ca of a Gulf of Mexico reef that lies 105

miles south of the Texas/Louisiana bor-

der. In the outdoor exhibit area, visi-

tors still run a finger along the spongy

backs of Atlantic stingrays and bam-

boo sharks, while, inside, children enjoy

ie WI A ,w, vIulII 0 Ih ui ulpu, umlhubLi nlu uul bu1, wihW o!I U t cuove Corpus Chisti Bay and the Ship Channel entrance. To the south

lie several museums and the beautiful bayfront along Shoreline Boulevard. Just to the north is the U.S.S. Lexington Museum on the Bay.
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VISIToRS EXPECTING
a nonstop parade of fish

will be surprised to find

an exhibit portraying

the impact of the ram-
pant illegal wildlife
trade in South America's
Amazon River basin.

reaching into a star-shaped, saltwater
touch-pool to pick up hermit crabs and

pencil urchins.

Chante Flores, 17, discovered that her-
mit crabs don't always appreciate being
lifted from their aquatic environs. "He's
pinching me! He's pinching me!" she
squeals, as the crab clings to the palm of
her hand. Chante is more surprised than
hurt, and as she lowers the crab into the

water, it releases her. "He left me a
bump," she says, glancing at her palm.

Although the blue-and-white building
looks the same on the outside, the inside
now includes a sit-down, air-conditioned

food court, a bookstore/gift shop, and a
souvenir shop that has everything from
refrigerator magnets and souvenir pens to
stuffed animals and baby clothes, all with
an aquatic theme. The aquarium also has
added an outdoor tank to house injured
sea turtles, and in 1996 built a $1.5 mil-
lion exhibit to accommodate several
Texas river otters, playful creatures popu-
lar with visitors. Then, in 1997, the TSA
made what its CEO, Tom Schmid,
describes as a fundamental shift in think-
ing, and began a series of temporary ex-
hibits designed to lure people back and
reverse a downward trend in attendance.

Changing exhibits, as the name sug-
gests, are installed on a regular basis-
usually every two years. Previous chang-
ing exhibits featured jellyfish (1998), sea-
horses (2000), and odd sea creatures
placed in odd settings (2002).The aquarium's fourth tempora-

ry exhibit, AMAZON, which
opened in March, may be the
most unusual, especially when

you consider the aquarium's mis-
sion of interpreting the Gulf of Mexico.
Visitors expecting a nonstop parade of

fish will be surprised to find an exhibit

portraying the impact of the rampant
illegal wildlife trade in South America's
Amazon River basin.

Tree trunks draped with vines form an
archway to this world, populated with

brightly colored birds, a variety of snakes,
and flesh-eating piranhas. The pounding
of drums greets visitors as they enter the
lush green world. Jungle-themed wallpa-
per and green, red, and yellow sponge-
painting on the walls mimic the sights
and colors of the Amazon rainforest.
Unlike a trip to the real Amazon, you
need not fear these creatures-unless one

happens to escape from its glass-encased
exhibit. That's unlikely to happen, of
course, which makes this Amazon much
more visitor-friendly. It has other advan-

tages as well: Mosquitoes won't treat you
like an all-you-can-eat buffet, and the
TSA's air-conditioning system guarantees

a pleasant, sweat-free trip through one of

the world's most fascinating and diverse

ecosystems.
Despite these modern amenities, ani-

mal encounters aren't limited to pressing
one's nose against glass enclosures. The
animal-keepers here host live-animal

In the new AMAZON exhibit, colorful, fluorescent poison dart frogs (above, left) number among the exhibits. Though the frogs are deadly in the wild, in captivi-
ty a different diet renders them nontoxic. At right, staff member and aquarist Jesse Gilbert teaches children about a seven-foot, 30-pound boa constrictor.
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TIHE TEMPORARY EXHIBIT
on jellyfish in 1998

proved so popular that

a permanent exhibit

was created to house

these fascinatingly

fluid invertebrates.

encounters throughout the day that fea-

ture parrots, snakes, and lizards.

Inside the AMAZON exhibit itself,
you'll find hawk-headed parrots, spiders,
and Tegu lizards among the animals that

unscrupulous pet dealers sell for illicit

profits. A simulated dock on the Amazon

riverbank, used as a departure point for

pirated piranhas and freshwater stingrays,
sits a short jaunt away from the smug-

gler's camp. Museum staff members keep

these carnivorous creatures well fed to pre-

vent them from nibbling on one another.
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it has been brushed with fluorescent blue

and green paint, may well be the cutest
deadly animal on the planet. Amazon
natives learned long ago that prey shot
with darts rubbed across the frogs'
backs became paralyzed and then died.

One of the most important messages

the AMAZON exhibit hopes to drive
home is the need to purchase pets only
from reputable dealers who can prove
their animals were legally obtained

havoc on the Amazon's natural balance.

"Each species in an ecosystem such

as the Amazon region serves a purpose
in the balance of nature," says Julie
Galbraith, a TSA interpretation spe-
cialist. "When animals are taken out of a
region, it upsets this balance. For exam-

ple, hundreds of thousands of snakes are

smuggled out of the Amazon each year.
The nuisance rodents that the snakes

prey on may then overpopulate the areas

AMAZON has animals for everyone
to enjoy. Some visitors go for the cute and
friendly types, like the Amazon horned
fr..-. Others are drawn to danger, as rep-

res ,nted by the boa constrictor, green
anaconda, and the goliath bird-eating spi-

der. Witn a name like that, it's no surprise

to earn that, a: dinner-plate-size, it's the

largest spider species on earth.

The poison dart frog, which looks like

or captive-bred. Each year, between
10 million and 25 million animals
are captured in the Amazon region to
be sold as pets or killed for their skins,
and as many as 90 percent captured
for the pet trade die before reaching
their destination. That means that,
each year, between 9 million and 23

million animals die needlessly, and
their diminished numbers wreak

from which the snakes were taken."
Elsewhere in the aquarium, you'll

find jellyfish in a darkened gallery space,
where, enhanced by soft lighting, the
gelatinous creatures dance through
the water like slow-motion ballerinas.
The TSA's temporary exhibit on jellyfish
in 1998 proved so popular that a per-
manent exhibit was created to house

these fascinatingly fluid invertebrates.

[cOCKwSE, FFCM TOP LEFTI A dolphin shows off its amazing capacity to leap, easily clearing a pole held by trainer Brent Rupnik. Piranhas, in the AMAZON
e;h Oit, are fel twice daily. Lacking head, brain, and heart, jellyfish nevertheless capture attention by their amazing grace and diaphanous beauty.
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DESPITE THEIR SIZE,
dolphins are adept at leap-
ing, somersaulting, and,
of course, swimming. They

can also spin, wave, splash,
and float on their backs.

As engaging as the j -llyfish may
be, they pale in popularity to

Kimo and Sundance, two At-

lantc bottlenose dolphins on

loan from the Ind anapolis Zoo.

These dolphins live and perform in a

permanent exhibit called Dolphin Bay,
which allows visitors to vicw dolphins

from both above and below the water's

surface.

The $14 million exhibit, the largest-

ever additicn to the Texas State Aquarium,

At top, an enthusiastic crowd shows its appreciation for the Dolphin Bay outdoor program. At a
touch-pool (above), visitors lean how stingrays and sharks feel. Stingrays, says director of marketing
Donna Stockwell, feel like "a cross between Jell-O and velvet,' and sharks like fine sandpaper.
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covers more than 30,000 square feet

and holds approximately 400,000 gal-

lons of seawater. Semicircular concrete

bleachers beneath awnings provide seat-

ing above the water's surface. Down

below, an enclosed, air-conditioned

viewing area allows visitors to watch

Kimo and Sundance's graceful and ener-

getic movements through a 50-foot-long,
curved acrylic window.

"Is this awesome!" exclaims Lakeway

resident Randy Herrera as he enters the

underground viewing area for the first

time. The room is bathed in a blue glow

from sunlight filtering through the water.

"Dolphins are my favorite," says Randy,
an Air Force retiree.

Tom Schmid says few other aquari-

ums, if any, offer a viewing area like the

Texas State Aquarium's. "You have a

huge acrylic window where you can be

literally just inches away from the ani-

mals. It's an interesting perspective."

As you sit in the bleachers, the

Harbor Bridge towers above everything

to your right, the city skyline is visible

behind the exhibit, and every now and

then a giant barge or ship cruises past,
headed in or out of the Port of Corpus

Christi.
Kimo and Sundance perform to com-

mands from individual trainers while a

narrator describes dolphin physiology

and behavior and the methods used to

train the animals. Sundance, the larger

of the two dolphins, is eight-feet-four-

inches long and weighs 480 pounds.
Kimo, which means "jokester" in Ha-

waiian, is a mere two inches shorter and

15 pounds lighter. Despite their size, they're

adept at leaping, somersaulting, and, of

course, swimming. They can also spin,
wave, splash, and float on their backs.

construction of Dolphin Bay pro-

vided the aquarium with the per-

fect opportunity to add some

much-needed office space and

spruce up the facilities. The face-
lift included the new Environmental

Discovery Center, a hands-on educational

facility popular with school groups and

local TSA members.
Here, you'll find a library and cozy

essentials TFXAS STATE AOUARIUM

THE TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM
is at 2710 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
on the southern end of Corpus
Christi Beach, overlooking
Corpus Christi Bay, the U.S.S.
Lexington, and downtown
Corpus Christi. Call 361/881-
1200 or 800/477-GULF;
www.texasstateaquarium.org.

Directions: Most visitors will
approach the aquarium from
the south, crossing the Harbor
Bridge (US 181 North), which
spans the Corpus Christi Ship
Channel. Take the first exit
(Corpus Christi Beach), and

follow the road's curve. Turn
right on Burleson St., and drive
to the first stop sign, at Surf-
side Blvd., turn right, and keep
going until you see the blue
aquarium sign. (When coming
from the north on US 181,
take the Burleson St. exit before

Harbor Bridge.)

To Rockport-Fulton

"'r/son

35

Ship
Channel

fHarbor

of Sn
risdte Cr

- -A

To
San T
Atno Oca

yo 9rs h

Park beneath the Harbor Bridge or in the smaller
lot closer to the building. Parking is $3 for non-
members, payable upon admission to the aquari-
um. Be sure to get a token that allows you to exit
the parking lot.

Hours: Daily 9-5. Summer hours (Memorial Day
through Labor Day): 9-6. Closed Thanksgiving
and Christmas days. (Hours during spring
break, which varies from year to year, are 9-6.)

nooks and crannies for reading, including

one area that overlooks Dolphin Bay

and, beyond that, Corpus Christi Bay.
Members can check out library books,
and nonmembers are welcome to take a

break here and browse the shelves. Inside

the Family Learning Center adjacent to

the library, children enjoy playing with

puppets, puzzles, and arts and crafts, or

they can sit down in front of a personal

computer to play aquatic- and wildlife-

themed games.

Tom Schmid says the transformation

of the Texas State Aquarium in the past

15 years has elevated it from a good
regional aquarium to one of the best

aquariums in the country.

Aquarium officials are already dis-

Co /

Co,

TEX

AQUA

as Christi M
cience aed

-South Tex
institute for t

ian Cultures
n Education

Corp

Drip

Admission: $12.95 age 13
CORPus and older, $10.95 age 65

- and older, $7.95 ages 4-
12, free age 3 and younger.

One-year memberships are
available for $35 (singles),
$55 (couples), and $80

USS Lexington (families). Guest privilegesMuseum on prvlee
the Bay can be added for $25 per

person. A $10 discount is
offered for active-duty mill-

AS tary and seniors. Members

RIUM receive unlimited admission
to the aquarium for one

History year, free parking, a 10%

he Arts discount at the gift shop
Museum and food court, discounted

at Center admission to more than

100 other zoos and aquari-
is Chnsti Bay ums, and other benefits.

Events: Dive shows, feed-
ings, interpretive dolphin
programs, and other events

are held daily. Ask for a schedule when you
arrive, or visit the TSA Web site, and click on the
"Events" menu, and on "Daily Programs" under
the "About Us" menu.

HELPFUL TIPS Arrive at least 20 minutes early
for dive presentations, wear comfortable shoes,
and, when possible, bring baby backpacks and
baby slings instead of strollers to make naviga-
tion through crowded areas easier. (Strollers are
available for rent.) Sunglasses are helpful when
viewing outdoor exhibits.

cussing the next big addition. The
Caribbean wing, the fourth and final

phase in the TSA's original master plan,
will feature tropical fish and a large

shark habitat. (Although the aquarium

has several nurse and sand tiger sharks,
it lacks space for other species, such as

bull sharks and hammerheads.) As with

all its exhibits, the TSA hopes to educate

as well as entertain, stressing the role

each animal plays in the food chain, and
designing permanent and changing

exhibits that will draw people back
again and again. *

Corpus Christi freelancer SCOTT WILLIAMS
wrote about dragonflies in the May issue.

Staff photographer KEVIN STILLMAN shot
the June story on Stephenville.
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By HENRY CHAPPELL

Photographs by JOEL SALCIDO

"LUbbOk County grow
some of the finest wine grap'1

in Texas," says wine and food

columnist Sarah Jane English,

author of The Wines of Texa,

"The vineyards are basicaLy
disease free, and the area has i

nice climate, especially the cool

evein g which rae ;Ike

Dusk settles over the vineyard (left) at Pheasant Ridge
Winery, north of Lubbock. Two other award-winning
wineries lie south of town: Cap Rock (above) and Llano
Estacado (top right), where winemaker Greg Bruni sam-
pIes a glass in the barrel room.

Ten forty-five seemed early for wine, in this case a splash of 2002

Llano Estacado Signature Red Meritage. But in another 15 minutes, I

could claim to be on the front end of an early lunch. And I was only tast-

ing. "This wine holds a hint of black peppercorn," said Greg Bruni,
Llano Estacado's winemaker. "It goes great with a nice steak." I took a

sip. A hint of black peppercorn, maybe; great with a steak, certainly.

Greg smiled and pointed to the spit bucket. "You have a long day

ahead," he said. The two of us cleansed oar palates with water and

moved on to a 2003 Signature Rhone, a dry light red. I took a sip and

glanced at the bucket. Long day ahead. I'd never make a wine judge.

Next came a taste of Llano Estacado 2003 Shiraz. I swished the

smooth, fruity red around in my mouth, recalling tasting basics:

Sweetness is perceived on the tip of the tongue; acidity or crispness on the

sides; tannin near the back of the tongue. I swished, nodded, eyed the spit

bucket, and tried to concentrate. Tip of the tongue, sides, back of

tongue...on to throat and empty stomach. I nodded expertly and scrib-

bled a few notes. I'd redeem myse-f on the next selection.
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BLEND A wine

made from the
juice or wine of dif-
ferent grape vari-

eties. (A propri-

etary blend is an exact
blend specific to a partic-
ular winery.)

COMPLEX Possessing
many different flavors and
aromas that in unison
create a unique bouquet.

DRY Not sweet.

ESTATE-GROWN GRAPES
Grapes grown on the win-

ery's property, or
"estate:"

FINISH The final
impression a wine
leaves after being

swallowed.

RESERVE WINE A wine made
from especially fine fruit. It
may also receive extra aging
before its release.

VARIETAL WINE Wine made
primarily or solely from a

single grape variety, such
as Chardonnay, Merlot, or
Chenin Blanc.
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Mention the shortgrass prairie, and the uninitiated seem to think only of

cattle, vast fields of crops, and center-pivot irrigators. But the High Plains holds

surprises. The sere, monotonous Caprock abruptly falls away to hoodoo-

haunted canyons; on closer inspection, those roan dots near the horizon turn

out to be pronghorns, not cattle; and the same calcareous soil that grows cot-

ton and milo also grows Vitis vinifera-European wine grapes.

"Lubbock County grows some of the finest wine grapes in Texas," says wine

and food columnist Sarah Jane English, author of The Wines of Texas. "The

vineyards are basically disease free, and the area has a nice climate, especially

the cool evenings, which grapes like."

;.
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MODERN High Plains vit-
iculture began in the

early 1970s, when two

Texas Tech University

professors, horticulturist
Robert Reed and chem-

ist Clint (Doc) McPher-

son, planted 100 varie-

ties of experimental vines

on 10 acres a few miles south of Lub-

bock. The results convinced
the two pioneer vintners

that their region could pro-
duce fine wine. In 1976,
with the support of invest-

ors, they opened Llano Esta-

cado Winery near their ex-
perimental site.

In the beginning, a lack
of vineyards hampered pro-

duction, but Llano Estaca-

do's early success and the

emergence of other wineries

encouraged potential growers. By 1980,
the winery was producing about 6,000

cases (72,000 bottles) per year. In the early
1980s, production accelerated with the

addition of state-of-the-art tanks, crush-

ers, and other equipment.

In 1986, Llano Estacado startled the

American wine scene when its 1985

Chardonnay won a Double Gold award

at the prestigious San Francisco Fair

Wine Competition.
The winery took another major stride

in 1993, when president Walter Haimann
lured Greg Bruni away from his native

California, where his grandfather and

cousins had founded San Martin Winery

in 1928. Greg began working in the San

Martin cellar at the age of 12. After grad-

uating from the Enology and Viticulture

program at the University of California-

Davis, he built a distinguished reputa-

tion working for various California wi-

neries. "I come from a pioneering wine-

making family," says Greg. "I couldn't

Tr- wr pass up the opportunity to

be a part of a new industry

in Texas."

These days, Llano Esta-

cado ships about 115,000
cases of wine per year. Its

portfolio includes Cabernet,
Chardonnay, Zinfandel, Mer-

lot, Chenin Blanc, and des-

sert wines such as Port and

Muscat Canelli. Its 2002

Cellar Reserve Cabernet

Sauvignon Newsom Vine-

yard won the gold in this year's Texas

Best Wine Competition.

Llano Estacado Winery welcomes visi-

tors for complimentary wine-tastings and

a tour of the 30,000-square-foot produc-

tion facility. A gift shop offers T-shirts,
caps, and wine- and gourmet-related

items. Greg stresses that beginners should

relax and simply enjoy tasting the different

wines. He says, "From a practical stand-

point, wine tasting isn't so much about the

subtleties and complexities as it is about

whether or not you'd want to drink a bot-

tle of the wine you've just tasted."

Pheasant Ridge grows seven varieties of grapes in its 60-acre vineyard (top left). Bob Peacock (left)
of Llano Estacado explains the production process to a tour group. Cap Rock employees Kelly Hester
and Jason Shahan (facing page, bottom) welcome Criscilla and Billy Tyler to the tasting room.
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LATER that day, I
sat in the casual,
cozy tasting room

at Pheasant Ridge PHEASANT RIDGE

Winery while gen- PNOTNOR

eral manager Bill

Gipson Jr. talked

about his family's winemaking philoso-

phy. Bulletin boards full of photos and

handsome medals covered the walls. A

pair of friendly cats (Paws and Corky)

vied for my attention, swatting at my pen

as I made notes. The 10,000-square-foot

winery sits amid 150 acres, 60 acres of

which are planted with grapevines.

Though it's the smallest of the major Lub-

bock wineries-shipping about 10,000
cases per year-Pheasant Ridge stresses

personal attention to detail and tradition.

The vineyard, about 15 miles north of

Lubbock, is one of the oldest in Texas,

planted in 1979.
"Ours is the only family-owned winery

in the Lubbock area," said Bill, whose

father, winemaker Bill Gipson Sr., is one

of the pioneers of the Texas wine indus-

try. "And all of our grapes are grown

right here on the estate." (The area's

other major wineries, Llano Estacado and

Cap Rock, use grapes bought from in-

dependent growers.) While most winer-

ies use mechanically harvested grapes,
Pheasant Ridge still relies on hand-har-

vesting, which minimizes damage and

makes for easier selection of

superior fruit. "Growing our

own grapes allows us to con-

trol our own destiny," Bill

added. "We're not dependent

on other growers."

With its vineyards, modest

facility, adjacent playa lake,

gravel road, and the surround-

ing fields of crops stretching to

the horizons, the winery looks

and feels like part of the plains.
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of wine. The barrel room, as well as the tasting room and patio, can be rented for par-
ties and special occasions.
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"One visitor, a lady who had lived in

France for 15 years, told me that of the

wineries she'd visited in California and

Texas, Pheasant Ridge most reminded her

of the small French wineries," Bill told me.

Indeed, the tasting area takes up one end

of the barrel room (they're separate in
larger wineries).

softens the

gent effect

All Pheasant Ridge red

wines are aged in oak bar-

rels-I could smell the oak

-and none of its Cabernets

are released before their

third birthday. The extra ag-

ing adds complexity and

wine by reducing the astrin-

of naturally occurring tan-

nin. My favorite, the 2000 Cabernet

Sauvignon, is firm, full-bodied, and

fruity, with hints of blackberry and plum,
and a soft but satisfying finish.

I'm not alone in my assessment. Last

year, the Pheasant Ridge 20th Anniver-

sary Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon was

named "Champion" at the first annual

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo In-

ternational Wine Competition.

Although the winery is best known for

its reds, I find its Chardonnay interesting:

dry, yet creamy, with an unusually promi-

nent taste of butter or vanilla.

On weekends, Pheasant Ridge offers

complimentary wine-tastings and a free

tour of the vineyards and production

facility. In addition to recently released

wines, tasting-room visitors can pur-

chase older reserve red wines unavail-

able elsewhere.
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Pheasant Ridge stresses tradition and personal attention to detail.
Here, cellar master and vineyard manager Manuel Lechuga examines
some very young fruit.

SINCE 1992, the 23,000-
square-foot, Mission-style

Cap Rock Winery, five
miles south of Lubbock,
has added to the High

CAP-OCK Plains wine industry's
burgeoning reputation.

WRC Cap Rock's winemaker,
- -- Kim McPherson (yes,

the son of the legendary Doc McPherson),
has crafted numerous award-winners,
including his 2001 Cabernet Sauvignon,
which won gold in the 2003 Southwest
Wine Competition.

Cap Rock offers several varietal wines,
such as Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and
Chardonnay; a series of reserve wines,
most notably Toscano Rosso and Orange
Muscat; and three proprietary blends-
Texas White, Texas Red, and Texas Blush.

Cap Rock president Don Roark be-
lieves reds are the winery's real strength.
"In West Texas, the red grapes seem to do

better," says Don. "I suspect it's because
our soil and climate are very similar to

those of France's Bordeaux area, which is

primarily a red region
as well." Both he and
Kim McPherson are

especially partial to
their Palo Duro Red,
a blend of Cabernet

Sauvignon, Merlot,
and Sangiovese grapes.

I most enjoyed the
Texas Red, a firm,
spicy blend I can

imagine accompany-

ing my next plate of
beef fajitas, and the
Texas White, a dry,
fruity blend sugges-
tive of green apples

and peaches.

Cap Rock's high-
ceilinged, Southwest-

ern-style visitor center welcomes guests
for tours and tastings. The barrel room,

tasting room,

and patio can
be rented for

wedding parties

and other gath-

erings.

YES, the Euro-

peans have a
head start of a

millennium or

so, and the Cal-
ifornians have a 30-year jump, but the
Texans are coming up fast. Greg Bruni
offers this prediction: "The best wines in
Texas have not yet been made." *
Plano freelancer HENRY CHAPPELL wrote
our February feature on the X-Bar Ranch
Nature Retreat.

Austin photographer JOEL SALCIDO's images
of the Big Bend Open Road Race appeared in
the April issue.

' sw'',':i+l HIGH PLA[NS WINERIES
Llano Estacado Winery is
south of Lubbock. From
Loop 289, go south on US
87 for 5 miles, exit on FM
1585, and go 3.2 miles
east; the winery is on the
right. Tours and tastings
available Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5. Call 806/745-
2258; www.llanowine.com.

Pheasant Ridge Winery is
north of Lubbock, near New
Deal. From Lubbock, go
north on 1-27, take Exit 14,

179 New Deal V
STo Littlefield T 0oLteIed To 1-40 & 2600

& Clovis, NM Amailo 27

water 
1294

,S PHEASANT
RIDGE

84 WINERY

___ LUBBOCK
179 62

To Levelland 81

62
O 27 2

To S3ownf eld 84
s

289 T Slaton

olfforth 27 LLANO
ESTACADO

87 WINERY
LUBBOCK Woodrow 1585

Woodrow Rd. CAP ROCK
WINERY,

and go east 2 miles on FM 1729 (through New
Deal), and then go south 1 mile on CR 2600;
the winery is on the left. Tours and tastings avail-
able Fri-Sat 12-6, Sun 1-5, and by appt. Call
806/746-6033; www.pheasantridgewinery.com.

Cap Rock Winery is south of Lubbock. From
Loop 289, go south on US 87 about 10 miles,
turn east on Woodrow Rd., and go 1/2-mile;

the winery is on the right. Tours
and tastings available Mon-Sat
10-5, Sun12-5. Call 806/863-
2704; www.caprockwinery.com.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS La
Diosa Cellars, at 901 17th St.,
in Lubbock's Depot District, is
a small winery, bistro, and art
shop featuring a wine bar, cof-
fee bar, and live music. Open
Tue-Fri 11 a.m.-midnight, Sat
noon-i am. Call 806/744-
3600; www.ladiosacellars.com.

For general information about
Lubbock, write to the Lubbock Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, 1301 Broadway, Ste. 200, Lubbock
79401; 800/692-4035; www.visitlubbock.org.

BOOKS Look for The Wines of Texas (Eakin Press,
4th ed., 2002) by Sarah Jane English and Wine
Roads of Texas: An Essential Guide to Texas Wines
and Wineries (Maverick Publishing Co., 2003) by
Wes Marshall in libraries and bookstores.
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Though it's the smallest of the major

Lubbock wineries-shipping about 10,000

cases per year-Pheasant Ridge is the only one

whose grapes are estate-grown.
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n 1866, a series of robust springs bubbling from limestone rocks

convinced former Texas Ranger Lemuel Henderson to buy a sec-

tion of land near Hackberry

Creel: in Edwards County. 0 C KFive years later, when survey-

ors staked out the lots for a new town right in the middle of what had

been Henc.rson's best pasture, the pioneer cattleman said they ought to

call the town Rock Springs. The name stuck, even though it later dried

up to one word.

Within a year, 250 people lived in Rocksprings, providing enough

business to support a general store, a blacksmith's shop, a hotel, two

saloons, two lawyers, one doctor, and one pharmacist. Today, only

1,285 Texins call Rocksprings home, but the rolling Edwards Plateau

landscape that attracted Lemuel Henderson nearly 120 years ago draws

hundreds cf visitors annually from all over the state to the highest part

of the Hill Country.

vel. That fact

it~esfor low
-adiy cand

yen in the
surnmer

PRING
BY MIKE COX

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

KEVIN STILLMAN

Spelunkers cescend into Devil's Sinkhole, a Rocksprings
area landmark and favorite cavers' site. Above, native
limestone frcm the area's abundant deposits shapes
Rocksprings' 1891 Edwards County Courthouse.
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22 miles northwest of San An-
tonio, Rocksprings is the

highest town in the Hill Country, at 2,410

feet above sea level. That fact of geogra-

phy makes for low humidity and cool

nights, even in the summer.

Driving around town, you might get

the idea that rock-to be specific, lime-

stone-is Rocksprings' official building

material. The 1891 courthouse, a striking

example of Romanesque Revival archi-

tecture, lost its roof but otherwise with-

stood a 1927 tornado that devastated

much of the town. A rock jail, no longer

used as a lockup, stands nearby, and other

vintage stone buildings compose much of

the surrounding square.

For decades, the mohair industry drove

the Edwards County economy. In fact,
in 196I, Lieutenant Governor Preston

Smith proclaimed Rocksprings the "An-

gora Goat Capital of the World." Wool

prices collapsed in the late 1960s, but the

market picked up again in the 1980s. In

1995, however, Congress ended a long-

standing mohair subsidy. The number of

Angora goats in Texas dropped from 1.5

million to fewer than 200,000 today.

Though Rocksprings has been the head-

quarters of the Texas Angora Goat Rais-

ers' Association since 1926, the change in

federal law hit the -own like a falling rock.

Five years ago, community leaders de-

cided that market forces beyond their

control would not, at least in the figura-

tive sense, get their goat. Following a

series of public meetings, county residents

created the Edwards County Economic

Development Corporation (ECEDC)

with a goal of promoting tourism.

Rocksprings and Edwards County re-

alized they could attract more visitors by

pouring a little money into a hole in the

ground-the Devil's Sinkhole State Na-

tural Area (acquired by the state in 1985).

Discovered by Ammon Billings in 1876,
the sinkhole-a vertical cavern with a cir-

cular opening 40 to 60 feet across-goes

down 360 feet, making it the third-deepest

cave in Texas. On the former Clarence

Whitworth Ranch eight miles northwest

of Rocksprings, the hole had been popu-

lar with locals and savvy spelunkers for

years. But thanks to the efforts of the

ECEDC and the Devil's Sinkhole Society,
the unusual geologic feature has developed

into the area's most popular attraction.

The society opened a visitor's center

and gift shop on the courthouse square in

Rocksprings and provides guided tours

from April through October.

The people who flock to town to see

the evening flights of the 3 million or so

Mexican free-tailed bats find that Rock-

springs has something many larger towns

lack: a downtown hotel. Built as the

Balentine Hotel in 1917, the two-story

inn survived the 1927 twister.

For years, the hotel was the place to eat

or spend the night in the capital city of the

Texas goat country. Modern tastes finally

caught up with it, and it closed in the early

1990s, standing empty for several years.

But in 1999, Sharon and Ray Croft of

Houston purchased the old hotel and
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For nearly 90 years, the Rocksprings Hotel has provided Hill
Country accommodations. Kathy Walker invites you to stop
in at the Hen House Cafe (830/683-2444) for a slice of her
homemade pie.

began remodeling it room by room. It re- salads, s
opened with 22 rooms, three suites, and setting o

two apartments. square.

Now called the Rocksprings, the ho- fare can

tel's a Hill Country getaway. During deer 683-436
season, you should make reservations, 4127), o
especially on opening weekend. To make rant (830
hunters feel welcome each year, the Ed- tersection
wards County Chamber of Commerce (Forget a

sponsors a hunters' barbecue at the Sa- es in Ro
cred Heart of Mary Catholic Church just list
Parish Hall. An $8 ticket buys brisket,
sausage, beans, potato salad, trimmings, P ock
tea, and homemade desserts, as well as a tho
chance at door prizes ranging from the late 1
framed prints to rifles. man Cla

The hotel, and Main Street's Sorrells for his r
Inn (830/683-1800), fill up quickly dur- mer-Aiki
ing the last week of June, too, when served i
Rocksprings gains population just before for mor
the biggest event of the year in Edwards eluding
County, the Fourth of July Rodeo and After he
Old Settlers Reunion. organize

Begun in 1890, the rodeo attracts ama- which fu
teurs and professionals from all over the $500,00

Southwest. In addition to calf
roping, barrel racing, bull rid-

ing, and other rodeo events, the
Edwards County Fair Associ-

ation puts on a two-day festi-

val featuring a "Dance Under

the Stars" with live bands and
a barbecue. (Barbecued goat,
sides, and a drink go for $2.)

Though at one time in the
not-too-distant past Edwards

County had 70 goats for every
human, cabrito's certainly not

the only thing that's cooking in
this Hill Country town.

The Hen House offers soups,
sandwiches, and pie in a teahouse
n the south side of the courthouse
Those interested in more hearty
fill up at Vaqueros (830/

9), Kingburger (830/683-
r the Rocksprings Restau- THF

'/683-3281), all near the in- Ro

of US 377 and Texas 55. is
bout big-city-style address- hoL

cksprings; most businesses or
post office box numbers.) ww

U hot
springs offers food for The
ught as well, thanks to Nat
local rancher and business- op
ud H. Gilmer. Best known cen
ole in the landmark Gil- 83
n education law, Gilmer The
n the Texas Legislature us
e than eight years, in- Ro
a term as House Speaker. W.

died in 1983, his estate hou
d the Gilmer Foundation, sor
nded a 5,200-square-foot, a e
0 town library named

in Gilmer's honor that opened in 2001.

Among the Claud H. Gilmer Memorial

Library's 18,000-plus books are all the

titles ever written by R.G. Vliet, a Texas

writer who could be called the Faulkner

of Edwards County, though unlike

Mississippi's Faulkner, Vliet did not stay
in Rocksprings all his life. Even so, some-

thing left an impression on him in 1953-

54, when he taught high school here.

In 1974, Vliet published his first novel,
Rockspring, a historical adventure set

in 1830-31, long before this Hill Coun-
try hamlet became a town. The tale cap-
tures the county's rugged landscape-
rocks, canyons, and the Nueces River-as
surely as a digital camera. After Rock-

spring came Solitudes (1977), followed
by the final work in the trilogy, Scorpio

Rising (1985.)
Vliet discovered what the people who

live here and savvy visitors already
know-Rocksprings is bedrock Texas, a

place of solitude surrounded by distinc-
tive terrain. Or, as one of the characters
in Vliet's first novel called it, "this for-

ever country."*

MIKE COX wrote the introduction to our May
2005 excerpt of Helen Kleberg Groves' book,
Bob and Helen Kleberg of King Ranch.

Staff photographer KEVIN STILLMAN also shot
this month's feature on the Texas State Aquarium.

essentials ROCKSPRINGS
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cksprings Hotel

on the court-

use square. Call

877/726-4212-;
w.rocksprings

el.com.

Visitor's Center for Devil's Sinkhole State

ural Area, on the square at 101 N. Sweeten St.,

ens daily 10-4. Sinkhole tours depart from the

ter Wed-Sun, Apr-Oct. For more information, call

0/683-2287, www.devilssinkholetx.com.

Claud H. Gilmer Memorial Library is at 201 N.

377; 830/683-8130.

cksprings' new Texas Miniature Museum, at 211

Main, contains a private collection of dolls, doll-

ses, dollhouse furnishings, and miniature acces-

es from the early 1900s to the present, as well as

ending library and gift shop. Call 713/515-2780.
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hew-ee, it's a scorcher. Come August,

I always feel sorry for those newcomers who moved to

Texas from more temperate climes-they're the ones

with telltale beads of sweat above their upper lips, limp locks clinging

to their foreheads, and damp rings around their armpits.

They'll learn, soon enough, the tricks of assuaging summer's skyrocketing tempera-

tures: Monst-rus glasses of iced tea, squeezed with lemon. Frequent tips into the near-

est swimming pool, or, better yet, swimming hole. Screened porches with ceiling fans,

which keep the mosquitoes at bay while you listen to dog-day

cicadas and search for fireflies. Oh, yes, and a trip to West

Texas, where you can escape summer's blaze in unlikely places.

Perhaps you're thinking tl-e mercury has gone to my head,

and that I'm confused, or worse, clearly crazy. But bear with me:

West Texas boas:s two of the most pleasant places to hang out

in the throes of summer-fantabulous Balmorhea State Park.

where the crystalline waters of San Solomon Springs hover

around 74 cegrees year round, and the Davis Mountains, where

temperatures dip into the 60s at night and the stars emerge big

and bright. Why huddle in the A/C or suffer the itchy indignity

of heat rash when you can kick back in Mother Nature's cool

West Texas backyard? While you're here, take one of the state's

prettiest scenic drives, come eye-to-eye with two of Texas' most

You'll share the spring-fed pool at Balmorhea State Park with a variety of fish,
crustaceans, and turtles. The water bubbles up through at least nine springs
in the middle 3f the pool, at the rate of some 20 million gallons a day.

endangered species, set your sights on

Saturn, and enjoy a plate of enchiladas

you won't soon forget (not to mention a

crispy-crust pizza that'll hold its own

against the finest Chicago pie).

The last time I made the long trek out

West, I bemoaned the price of gas when it

hovered around $1.50 per gallon. This

year, after prices hit an all-time high, I did

what any conflicted tree-hugger in need

of a getaway would do: I borrowed a

fully-equipped Honda Accord Hybrid
with a V-6 engine, cranked up the satellite

radio, and took it road-tripping to West

Texas. (I persuaded my husband, Randy,
to go, too.) My grandfather, who came of

age in the era of cheap gas and mighty

internal combustion engines, asked me

skeptically after the trip if the hybrid had
any pickup; to this, I replied, "Why, yes,
indeed it does." Just ask the pleasant

highway patrolman who pulled us over

for speeding on I-10 (and thankfully
issued us a warning instead of a ticket).

You've got to be careful with a car that

goes from zero to 60 mph in less than

seven seconds. And no, this green

machine doesn't have to be plugged in-

just gassed up on far fewer occasions than

traditional cars of comparable brawn.

Balmorhea State Park, a 49-acre oasis

of shimmering water, cottonwood trees,

and adobe cottages, was built in the 1930s

by members of the Civilian Conservation

Corps. The park actually lies in Toyahvale,
several miles south of Balmorhea proper.
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While San Solomon Springs' original desert wetland, or cidnega, was forever altered years ago, a
three-acre re-creation (top left) at Balmorhea State Park illustrates the variety of plant and animal
life once found here. Above, footbridges in the park offer prime spots to commune with nature. Balmo-
rhea Mexican Imports (left; 432/375-0295) sells gift items and trinkets galore in downtown Balmorhea.

RIG RFND NATHRF FFSTIVAI As we arrived many hours and only one

tank of gas later, the sun glimmered gold

on the horizon, and to the west and south,
the Davis Mountains rose in shadowy,
evocative undulations. A storm brewed in

the distance, perhaps as far away as New

Mexico. The night was full of drama!

And so as Randy relaxed on the

porch of our comfortable room in the

park's motor courts, watching the barn

swallows zoom about, I wriggled into

a swimsuit, donned goggles, and dove

into the pool's sublime waters to

38 TEXAS HIGHWAYS August 2005

f you're curious about the natural world in this diverse corner of West Texas, plan your visit
between August 11 and August 20, when the 2nd Annual Big Bend Nature Festival com-

bines three events in Big Bend National Park, Marathon, and Fort Davis. In the park, Jeep

tours, nature hikes, and presentations about birds, insects, mammals, geology, paleontology,

and reptiles take place August 11-14, with the Chisos Mountains Lodge offering special rates

to participants. Marathon gets into the act August 15-17 with a festival called Living with

Nature, which features workshops and nature tours highlighting ecologically sustainable archi-

tecture, ranching, and development. The annual Davis Mountains Hummingbird Festival wraps

up the trio on August 18-20 with nature tours, a street festival, and presentations by hum-

mingbird photographers and ornithologists. Call 432/477-2236; www.visitbigbend.com/bbnf.
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THE NAME Balmorhea com-

bines the names of three Scot-

tish settlers, Balcome, Moore,

and Rhea, who settled the area

in the late 19th Century.

watch nature's drama below the surface.
Balmorhea State Park's enormous, aqua-

marine pool, billed as the World's Largest
Spring-Fed Swimming Pool, has a huge,
underground aquifer system to thank for
its deliciously clear and cold water. Rain
falling on the mountains nearby seeps
underground, then flows through porous

layers of limestone and emerges through
at least nine springs in the middle of the
pool-at the rate of some 20 million gal-
lons a day. Artesian springs like this gem
in the Chihuahuan Desert are rare in the
extreme. In the 1950s, nearby Comanche
Springs were drained dry by overzealous
groundwater pumping, leaving San Solo-
mon Springs as one of only a few remain-
ing habitats for the critically endangered
Comanche Springs pupfish and the guppy-
like Pecos gambusia.

As I weaved my way through schools
of these shimmering creatures, catfish
moseyed about on the sun-dappled bot-
tom, the occasional crawfish hoisted his
angry claws, and-just as I spied them-
turtles buried themselves in the soft sand,
some 25 feet below me. Though summer

weekends can have more than 1,500

visitors frolicking in the water, on this

particular evening, I had the pool to my-
self, save for a family of Mexican
ground squirrels on the hillside, a couple
from the Panhandle who had heard about
the pool for ages and now stood agape on
its banks, and a lone scuba diver, who
broke the surface every few moments

with a smile on his face.
Of course, long before the springs

became a park, humans took refuge in
these waters, including Mescalero Apaches,
Spanish explorers, and gold-seekers head-
ed out West. The springs and the sur-

rounding wetlands are considered a
cienega, or desert wetland, and unfortu-

ROAD FOOD

A l roads in the Balmorhea/Toyahvale
area eventually lead to Balmorhea
Grocery, a utilitarian market on Tex-

as 17 that serves the best on-the-go break-
fast this side of Fort Davis. Here, an assort-
ment of made-from-scratch breakfast tacos-
egg and chorizo, green chili, bean and cheese,
and roasted pork-start your day off right. Pick
up a few of these savory bundles, draw your-
self a cup of coffee, and take your loot to the
picnic tables across the street, where you can
listen to the quiet gurgling of a San Solomon
Springs acequia while you watch the shop-
keepers on Balmo-
rhea's sleepy Main
Street prepare for
the day. At 402
Main St.; 432/
375-2425. T

In a 75-year-old - .INI
home off Texas 17
in Balmorhea, La
Cueva de Oso (the
Bear Den) has
soothed the Mexi-
can-food cravings of
road-weary travelers
since 1999. You
can't miss the sign-
"The Cutest Restau-
rant in Balmorhea" Spend some time in down

it proclaims-and County Courthouse overlo
places to stay.

you'll find no argu-
ments here. Owner and main cook Joel
Madrid started his venture as a snack bar,
but soon expanded the menu to include
home-style favorites like enchiladas, beef
fajitas, and his bestseller, tacos a la parrilla,
a stupendous platter full of tasty grilled beef
or chicken, fresh tortillas, tomatoes, lettuce,
and cheese. Pass the salsa, please. At 205
N. El Paso St.; 432/375-2273.

Good eating knows no limits in Fort Davis,
where you'll find good Mexican food, burgers,
barbecue, and even gourmet meals served
by candlelight. But the mountain air makes
me crave a really fresh salad and a made-
from-scratch pizza, and so I made tracks to
Murphy's Pizzeria & Cafe, which lies kitty-
corner from the beautifully restored Jeff
Davis County Courthouse.

"We serve a traditional, thin-crust, Chicago-
style pizza," says Mike Murphy, who owns the
restaurant with his wife, Debbie. "And we
make everything from scratch, including the
pizza dough, sauce, and salad dressings:" My
salad, a crunchy mixture of organic lettuces,
vine-ripened tomatoes, ribbons of red onion,
and savory croutons, made me feel healthy
and wise, as did the toothsome slice of pep-
peroni-and-mushroom pizza, sprinkled with

parmesan and red pepper. Calzones and
Italian-style subs look equally promising. Across
from the courthouse; call 432/426-2020.

town Fort Davis, where the restored Jeff Davis
oks a number of intriguing restaurants, shops, and

The waiter and the kitchen both stumbled
during a recent visit to Mrs. Hudson's Dining
Room, the eatin' half of a new food-and-bar
endeavor in Fort Davis called The Sherlock
Holmes Outpost, but the drinkin' half, an old-
fashioned gem called Dr. Watson's Club, did-
n't miss a beat. Dr. Watson's, which occupies
one-half of a 1908 former mercantile, attracts
patrons with its comfy Victorian chairs, exten-
sive Sherlock Holmes memorabilia, pool ta-
ble, and Prohibition-era dartboard-not to
mention espresso martinis and the Sherlock
Holmes Mystery Cocktail, among other liba-
tions. The only clue I could procure about the
Mystery Cocktail's recipe? "It's fruity and deli-
cious," disclosed the bartender. At 210 N.
Front St.; 432/426-2710; www.sherlock
holmesoutpost.com.
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MOSEYING AROUND TH E MILE-HIGH CITY
Ilt may be cool in Fort Davis, but it's still a
mile high and almost always sunny, so
you're flirting with a sunburn if you're not

sporting a hat. If you've left your lid at home,

make a stop at Fort Davis' Limpia Creek

Hats, which sits on State Street next to the

Helping Hand thrift store and within hollering

distance of the Sunrise Bakery, where the

blueberry muffins can't be beat. Limpia Creek

Hats sells a number of straw, palm-leaf, and

leather hats off the shelf, starting at about

$35, but the shop's cus-

tom-made, beaver-felt

hats are what makes

owner Kelly Owens most

proud. "We make hats by

measurement, and you

can choose your own

crown height and brim

style" says Kelly. "And

everything's done by

hand." At 601 N. State St.

Call 888/878-HATS;
www.limpiacreekhats.com.

Known as the "highest
winery in Texas," Fort

Davis' tiny Blue Mountain

Winery lies on a 1,000-acre ranch nearly a

mile down a cholla-forested trail, off scenic

Texas 166 and just west of Texas 17. Don't

miss the chance to explore this private pocket

of the Davis Mountains and sample Blue

Mountain's four tasty wines, including a light

and summery white table wine and a feisty

Cabernet Sauvignoi. By August, the grapes in

the 11-acre vineyard should be just about

ready to harvest. We can all toast to that!

Hours: Mon-Sat noon-4. Call 432/426-3763.

Everybody needs a good hat. Drop by Limpia Creek Hats in Fort
Davis to choose yours.

nately, much of the original cienega eco-

system was forever altered years ago. To-

day, though, a three-acre, re-created wet-

land at the park demonstrates the variety

of animal and plant life once found here in

abundance. Rustling cattails and bulrush-

es harbor birds, butterflies, and spiders

galore, and an underwater viewing win-

dow-best experienced in the early eve-

ning or morning-reveals pupfish, gam-

busia, sunfish, and the odd blotched water

snake. Drama, indeed!

n the morning, after one final
swim and a stroll through the park's

playground and camping areas, Randy

and I took our leave and headed south to

the picturesque town of Fort Davis, in the

heart of the Davis Mountains. We had

heard for years that the Scenic Loop Drive,
a 75-mile jaunt through the mountains,
was one of the most spectacular drives in

Texas, and it didn't disappoint us. We

drove, slack-jawed, as each twist and turn

revealed another rugged mountain view

(the highest elevation on the loop is about

6,700 feet), canyon vista, or majestic rock

formation, all of which were formed mil-

lions of years ago by volcanic activity.

High on the summits of 6,650-foot
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SEG N I N G in Fort Davis, the Scenic Loop

Drive encompasses 75 miles of Texas 118 and Texas 166

through the Davis Mountains. Watch for loose live-

stock-sometimes lounging in the middle of the road!

Mount Fowlkes and 6,791-foot Mount

Locke, the stupendous telescopes of the

University of Texas' McDonald Observa-

tory peer into the heavens, offering re-

searchers and amateur astronomers the

opportunity to study stars, planets, and
galaxies light-years away. Unsullied by
big-city lights, the skies above Fort Davis
are some of the darkest in North America,
making for unparalleled star-viewing.

Solar viewings and tours of the observ-
atory take place daily, but I most recom-

mend the observatory's year-round,
thrice-weekly Star Parties, which provide
the best chance to put things in perspec-
tive. That evening, we bought tickets
and joined the fun. As we shivered in the
chilly mountain air, learned some basic
sky-orienteering, then took in some of

the evening's most noteworthy star

clusters, constellations, and celestial events
by telescope, I thought to myself: If that
wild-and-wonderful star cluster is 6 mil-
lion light-years from home, then we've
barely begun to understand the vastness

of the world we live in. Am I just an
insignificant blip in the space-and-time

continuum?

After the Star Party broke up a few
hours later, a trailing line of headlights
made its way down the mountains and

back into Fort Davis. Barring perhaps the
busload of giggling teenagers, I think each
of us struggled silently with those age-old
existential questions that arise after gaz-
ing into the galaxies. Some cars turned off
at the legendary Prude Ranch, and others
drove farther into town to bunk down at

a hotel or bed-and-breakfast inn. We
pulled into scenic Davis Mountains State

Park, where we had been lucky enough to
secure a room at Indian Lodge, a beauti-
fully landscaped adobe motel whose his-
toric section dates to the 1930s.

Thanks to extremes of altitude in the
park, the landscape includes both plains

grasslands and woods

thick with pinyon pine,
juniper, and oak trees,
as well as wildflowers '
and flowering shrubs

by the hundreds, espe-

cially in spring and fall.
Not surprisingly, we had

seen numerous groups

of intent birdwatchers,

binoculars in hand,
peering into the tree-
tops. The serpentine

Skyline Drive climbs to

two spectacular over-
looks on the east side

of the park, revealing At Davis Mountains
a panoramic view of bunk down at India
the Big Bend country,
some 75 miles to the southeast.

But we'd have time for more exploring
and stargazing tomorrow, so we turned in,
dreaming of the fate of tiny pupfish and the
existence of worlds far beyond our own.*

"'kA

State Park, you can camp beneath the stars or
n Lodge, whose nistoric section dates to the 1930s.

Associate editor LORI MOFFATT thanks Sage
Marie of Honda and Rob LaBo at Interstate 1
for providing the Accord Hybrid.

Staff photographer J. GRIFFIS SMITH always
welcomes the opportunity to visit West Texas.

essentials BALMORHEA AND FORT DAVIS

THE ENTRANCE to Balmorhea State Park is on Texas 17,
about 12 miles southeast of 1-10, in Toyahvale (4 miles south-
west of Balmorhea). For reservations at the park's comfortable
San Solomon Courts, or to reserve a campsite, call 512/389-
8900. The pool opens daily, dawn to dusk.-o contact the park,
call 432/375-2370; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The Toyahvale Desert Oasis, where you can ren: scuba and
snorkeling equipment, buy air for your tanks, and even get certi-
fied to dive, is just west of the Balmorhea State Park entrance,
on Texas 17. Hours: Daily 10-6. Call 432/375-2572 www.
toyahvale.com.

ALMORHEA B To Fort Stockton
'& FORT DAVIS

3078

t o Toyahvae 
-r

Balmorhea
t a is State Park

t McDonald
A Observatory

166 ~Fort Davis

Nal ltrcDavis 'i Site
S Macstains 1  FORT DAVIS

State Park-
1  

Q To Alpine &

To^+ Q nal Park

The entrance to Davis Mountains State Park is L miles west of Fort Davis, on Texas 118. For reser-
vations at the park's lovely Indian Lodge, call 432/426-3254; to reserve a campsite, call 512/389-
8900. To reach the park, call 432/426-3337; Aww.tpwd.state.tx.us.

The McDonald Observatory is about 14 miles rorthwest of Fort Davis, off Texas 118. Call 877/984-
7827; www.mcdonaldobservatory.org.

For more details on lodging, restaurants, and atractions in Fort Davis, including Fort Davis National
Historic Site, call the Fort Davis Visitors Center at 800/524-3015; www.fortdavis.com.

August 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 41



4

4

What~Y f ugrSol e SNE15

WHI

42 TEXAS HIGHWAYS August 2005



II 2 4

I ' 1II N i

ar'm~~ryp 4 f.F n~lY. K iuIf l ll'

Boxes and triangles. Don't you wish geometry was this much fun?
At left, Whataburger's original No. 1, built in 1950, looks qjite
modest compared with today's sleek, modern flagship store (above),
on Corpus Christi's Shoreline Boulevard.
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BY GREG WOOLDRIDGE

Fifty-five years ago this mcnth, a young entrepreneur with a vision as
vast as Texas set the Lone Star State forever asizzle. His name was Har-

mon Dobson, and his creation, the Whataburger, rose to become more

than simply the biggest, juiciest burger around; it seared itself into the very

marrow of the state's culture, as quintessentially Texan as cotton and Longhorn

cattle, inspiring a legendary loya-ty among several generations of diners.

The iconic orange-and-white-striped roofs that promised a hot, fresh meal

"just like you like it" also provided a canopy under which countless human dra-

mas would unfold. The company says there are 36,864 ways to order a

Whataburger, and there seem to be at least as many Texans who can tell you a

Whataburger story.

As Austin honky-tonk musician Dale Watson puts it, "Man, a lot of life

happens in the booths at Whataburger. I've broken up with girls there. I've

drowned my sorrows there. And when you're on the road at 3 a.m. after a show,

with your stomach growling, there's nothing better than seeing the lights of a

Whataburger up ahead in the darkness."

Today, that warm glow rises from 528 stores across Texas, strung along the

state's major arteries from El Paso to Beaumont, and from Abilene to Browns-

ville. Beacons of burger-bliss serving metropolitan areas and small towns in

between. In all, there are more than 650 Whataburger stores spread across 10

states in the South and Southwest. Last year alone, customers consumed more

than 50 million Whataburgers.

Above right, Whataburger founder Harmon Dobson and Mrs. Berry, who was one half of the com-
pany's first husband-wife management team, share a smile in front of No. 1 in 1952. At right,
Alan Stoner (left) and Kevin O'Donnell (right) we-e Irish immigrants recruited to the U.S. by
Dobson to run Whataburger franchises in Texas.

KINGSVILLE, 1960

Founder Harmon Dobson, born in Whataburger No. 1 opened August The first franchised
Arkansas in 1913, first made his way 8, 1950, on Ayers Street in Corpus by Joe Andrews in 1

to Texas after World War II in search Christi. The take was $50 out of a in Alice.
of oil riches and continued a career 12- by 16-foot portable building.
in automobile sales. Contrast that with the company's flag-

ship "Whataburger by the Bay;" which
opened on Shoreline Boulevard in
Corpus Christi in May 1999, and
boasts a stunning 6,000 square feet.

oot Beer or C ola s

r,

unit was opened Dobson was a natural-born promot-
953, unit No. 5, er with an adventurous spirit. A pilot

whose skills were honed in the jun-
gles of South America while pros-
pecting for diamonds, he would often
pull a banner that read "Try Whata-
burgers" behind his private plane
while dropping coupons that flut-
tered down to potential patrons.
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The towering, orange-and-white-
striped A-frame-Whataburger's sig-
nature store design-debuted in
Odessa in 1961, as unit No. 24.

Harmon Dobson and franchisee
Johnny Sneed were killed when Dob-
son's plane failed on takeoff at La
Porte on April 11, 1967. Leadership
of the company was assumed by
Harmon's wife, Grace, a 42-year-old
mother of three. Harmon Dobson was
53. His burger empire had grown to
more than 40 stores.

The company's first drive-through
was installed in 1971 by Mesquite
franchisee John Heiman.

The 100th Whataburger restaurant
opened in 1972.

PHOTOS COURTESY WHATABURGER

August 2005 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 45

r

r

I

i
t 

\

a 
-

. t



Tom Dobson, the oldest son of the founder and now chairman and CEO, loves

it that hungry guests can drop by, any time of day or night. "Whataburger is a

family that extends to our customers. It's about more than just burgers, fries,

and drinks. It's about respect and giving people a comfortable place to gather,"

says Tom. "We are hardworking people serving hardworking people."

The relationship between Whataburger and its patrons is clearly symbiotic.

A couple whose romance was kindled at a Whataburger held their 30-year an-

niversary dinner recently at a store in Houston, arriving in a limousine and tak-

ing their repast on a white linen tablecloth. A pair of high schoolers-going so

far as to call ahead to make reservations-made Whataburger their pre-prom meal.

Whataburger is truly comfort food for many enlisted Texans, especially

when the nation is in a time of armed conflict, as it is now. A customer in a

Houston store recently ordered three Whataburgers all the way, asking that the

ingredients be placed in separate containers. The customer's son, a South Texas

native and an eight-year Navy veteran stationed in Norfolk, Virginia, had

asked his father to bring him several on his next visit. With food in hand, the

man rushed off to the airport to deliver the precious cargo.

Sailor John Burton, stationed in Ingleside, wrote the company an email

while serving in the Persian Gulf: "Whataburger was the last meal I ate in

Texas, and will be my first meal when I return from the Gulf."

When a Whataburger team member shipped a care package of Whataburger

merchandise to Marine Staff Sergeant Ian Bonnell in Iraq, this was Sgt.

Bonnell's reply: "Thank you so much for the box you sent. A bunch of my

The A-Frame
The first A-frame Whataburger rose three times
higher than the company's previous boxes.

Dobson wanted a building that could be seen

from a mile away, one that rose high above

competitors' rooflines. His experience as a pilot
was the inspiration for the color selection; many

aviation buildings were striped in orange and
white, and he loved to see his stores from the

sky. The last Whataburger A-frame was built in

1976, the design abandoned because of re-

strictive zoning ordinances. Today, there are

about a dozen A-frames still in operation. The

latest building designs pay homage to this con-

cept, which Dobson once sketched on a napkin.

Marines from across the States ask me, 'What's Whataburger?' Myself

along with the rest of the Texans, had a long conversation about it

while going through the box. It strengthened our love for our count A '-ong with paper coupons

try and the small things in life. Many stories were told about back hat he dropped from

home in Texas and what time of day we stopped in and had a is airplane, Harmon
Dobson generated traffic

Whataburger. It made us forget our hardships and losses, and, for with discount tokens

a while, brought us back home to our families and friends."* (left) that were passed
GREGWOOLDRIDGEistheauthorofWataburger:_TheTaleofaTexasIco. ________ outitotWhataburger cus-
GREG WOOLDRIDGE is the author of Whataburger: The Tale of a Texas Icon. ~ mers in the '60s and '70s.

BILENE, 1968 - ROBSTOWN, 1979

WHATABURGER 51
b0UGLE CHEESE
IOUBOLE MEAT 4
DOUBLE MEAT DOUBLE CHEESE 05
NOT FAIEO PIES

U RINKS MALTS 105r P

COKE OA PEPPER 10i

ORANGE JU FRE r
ALL GALLON DRINKS GFR

In the mid '70s, the Flying W logo In 1982, three Corpus Christi units in 1993, Tom Dobson, eldest son of in Apii of 2001, the 7

was designed by Corpus Christi artist began 24/7 operation.Their popular- the founder, assumed leadership of lature recognized Whatabu

Will Clay, who won a design contest ity led to all units' operating all day, the company. Texas Treasure.

that had been open to the public. every day (except on Christmas).

VE4

7th Legis-
urger as a
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Burgers and baseball-a tradition that continues to this day
ojith the April 2005 opening of Corpus Christi's Whataburger
Field, home of the Texas League's Hooks (see box below).

Back in the '80s, country singer Mel Tillis (left) had
a successful run as a Whataburger spokesman.

What-a-Ballpark
If you're in Corpus Christi and you
want tc combine big-league burgers
and Texas League baseball, catch the
Hooks at beautiful new Whataburger
Field, at the base of the Harbor Bridge.
A Whataburger stand sits near the
front entrance. For a schedule of Hooks

games, visit www.cchooks.com. For
more about Whataburger, visit www.
whatab-irger.com.
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The north fork of the Guadalupe
River runs clear and cool at Mo-R anch .
You can plunge into the deep waters behind the limestone dam fo-

a refreshing swim. For a thrill, skim across the surface, propelled by

a daring descent down a heart-stopping slide. Canoe upstream or

hike through the woods to gentle rapids, and settle back into

one of nature's relaxing whirlpools, where tiny fish :ickle your

toes. Or simply sit on the bank and enjoy the cascading song of

canyon wrens and :he play of light and wind on water.

just be sure to save plenty of time to

explore the rest of Mo-Ranch, one of the

Hill Coun:ry's most treasured spots. It

belongs to the Presbyterian Church these

days, but, except during the height of camp

and conference season (riostly June and

July and certain weekends), the ranch wel-

comes other churches, schools, and social

and business groups, as well as families and

individuals, to come and stay awhile. Many

guests actually prefer the fall, winter, and

spring seasons for a more tranquil visit.

The pristine Guadalupe was undoubt-

edly a draw for Daniel J. Moran when he

purchased 6,800 Hill Country acres in

1936. The river's beautiful swimming

area and famous slide remain a part of

his large legacy. Moran, president of the

booming Continental Oil Company (later
Conoco). spent 13 years creating a spec-

tacular retreat for his family and friends.

With seemingly unlimited resources, he

turned tons of native limestone, thou-

sands of juniper trees, and miles of oil-

field pipe (more on this later) into an

estate that would be as compatible with

its surroundings as it was sumptuous.

Playing on the family name, he called

it Mo-Ranch.

The year after Moran's death, in 1948,
the Presbyterians purchased the ranch.

The synod sold 6,500 acres to the State of

Texas for the creation of the Kerr

The beautiful Guadalupe runs beside limestone cliffs and over rock shelves in the heart of the Hill Coyntry.
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Wildlife Management Area. Present-
day Mo-Ranch, following later acquisi-
tions, now encompissvs i <lo'-i 00
magnif[iu c>nr ilr s.

rom an outdoor chapel on one of

the highest hills, you can look down
on the winding Guadalupe and the
heart of the ranch. New red-roofed
buildings blend beautifully with

the original old structures. But it is the
latter that continue to attract the most
attention. Chief is the Manor House,
built of native limestone by a former
owner, Houston oilman O.R. Seagraves,
in 1929. It served as the Moran family's
handsome home. Its dark wood floors,
airy bedrooms, nooks, and crannies,
plus fine examples of original Mon-
terey furnishings, make it a continuing
favorite of guests.

Moran had a large swimming pool
built next to the Manor House. Even if
the weather turns too chilly for a dip, the

2 million hand-set tiles and the decora-
tive work deserve a look. Tiny colored
squares spell 'Mo-Ranch' across the front

A massive, dual-flue fireplace, one of several native-limestone hearths in the buildings here, soars to
the ceiling of the Guest Lodge.

of the pool, one of many personal

signatures Moran incorporated through-
out the ranch. Behind the pool, spectacu-
lar ornamental ironwork adorns a rama-
da (covered passageway) that meanders

Dan Moran, the original ranch owner, installed the famous water slide, which still proves irresistible to g
ming area.

back toward the Manor House and
overlooks the recently restored Manor
House Garden.

Across the narrow road from the
pool, a soa-ing, glass-paned Conserv-

atory, moved here
from Ponca City, Ok-

lahoma, in 1937, is
lush year round with
cascading bougain-
villea and other bloom-
ing and native plants.

On a grassy bank

just above the river's
flood line stands Mo-
ran's elegant, two-story

y? Guest Lodge, its floor
inlaid with crosscut
cedar and bordered
with Mexican tile. Dec-
orative tiles face the

two staircases that
climb up both sides of
a massive, dual-flue

fireplace to a balcony
That overlooks the

main room and leads
to cedar-paneled bunk
rooms.

All the fireplaces at

uests at the swim- Mo-Ranch were built
from native stone. The
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Moran displayed his
everywhere, from the little

ingenuity
stone chapel

where the family worshiped to a breathtaking,

290-foot-long catwalk that spans a deep draw.

Guest Lodge fireplace is especially inter-

esting, inlaid as it is with cave rocks,

rough-cut gemstones, and geodes, all

interspersed with petrified wood. Another

giant native-limestone fireplace also

dominates one end of Moran's original

rollerskating rink, now uscd as Mo-

Ranch's main auditorium.

Moran displayed his ingcnuityvc er

where, from the little stone chapel

where the family worshiped to a breath-

taking, 290-foot-long catwalk that

spans a deep draw. His imaginative use

of vast quantities of oil-field pipe not

only guaranteed structures that would

last, but provided artistic surprises, as

Oil-field pipe-abundantly available to oil-company

well. For example, at first glance, the

ceiling supports in the auditorium and

chapel appear to be trunks of cedar
trees. They are actually oil-field pipes

that have been tempered and curved,
then painted to simulate natural wood,
complete with knotholes and cracks.
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president Moran-went into the long catwalk (top) that spans Wilson Draw and links Loma Linda dor-

mitory with the center of the ranch. Above, Maggie Kimmel looks after the plants in the glass Conservatory.
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Mexican craftsmen deserve credit for odern day Mo-Ranch has ex-
much of the artistry and beautiful de- panded in keeping with Dan
tail that graces the ranch's early struc- Moran's original vision as a place
tures. The various stonemasons, tile-mak- of retreat and relaxation. While
ers, painters, and woodworkers remain pens for hunting dogs have
anonymous, but are testimony to Dan given way to playgrounds, and the origi-
Moran's ability to search out and recog- nal dairy barn now provides lodging and
nize superb skill and talent. meeting space, changes and new addi-

One artist/craftsman, however, is tions remain compatible with the beauti-
known. The late Erich Reisel was a young ful Hill Country setting. Study groups
German immigrant living in nearby and craft workshops meet in the original
Kerrville at the time of Mo-Ranch's cre- chicken house, horse barn, and cow barn.
action. A classically trained ironworker, he A small museum makes its home in what
was employed by Moran and Moran's was once a creamery. The old icehouse
friend, Conoco Oil associate E.J. Nicklos, now serves as the ranch president's office.
who was building his own house on a Groups of summer campers descend on
hill that is now part of Mo-Ranch (this Loma Linda, a large dormitory adorned
lovely Hill Country estate is also available with fine Mexican tile depicting Boy and
for guest rental). Reisel spent five years Girl Scouts activities and Western scenes.
at his forge under a tree creating ornate The lovely little chapel, with its 19th-
chandeliers, fire screens, balconies, gates, Century European windows and a fine
and other decorative pieces, resulting in Reisel chandelier, welcomes all worship-
one of the finest collections of ornamen- ers, as does the outdoor chapel on the hill
tal ironwork in Texas. with its magnificent Hill Country vista.

The Manor House, Guest
Lodge, and Nicklos Place re-
main especially popular places

\ to stay, recalling the ranch-

style elegance of earlier days.
In recent years, additions

to Mo-Ranch have simplyex-
" panded, rather than changed,

the character and accessibility
, - of the retreat.

Spacious hotel-style rooms,
- apartments, a small lodge,

and a campground with cab-
ins and tent sites offer a wide

. i variety of ways to spend the
r _ night. Meals are served in the

spacious King Dining Hall.
During most seasons, you can

j also relax over a latte or a
burger in the intimate Wagon
Wheel Cafe. Visitors can play
tennis and other sports, ride
horseback, or wander the hik-

-ti ing trails. On the far side of

the river, you can follow the
meditative path of a 13th
Century-style labyrinth, mod-

Nehie leter, of Arlington's Country Day School, gives Mo- eled on the one at Chartres

Ranch's ropes course a try. The ranch also offers horseback Cathedral.
riding, tennis, volleyball, and camping. As Dan Moran must have

134

e illMO-RANCHile
83 n Mgm. e MO.RANCH 2

134 unt, gram

uSt377 Nouth ForkGuadalupeRie K lo

welcmesindiiduls, rieds, ouperfai-l

187 01 MO-RANCH

MO-RANCH is 23 miles west of Kerrville on
FM 1340. From Kerrville, take Texas 27 to

Ingram, Texas 39 to Hunt, and FM 1340 to
Mo-Ranch. Open year round. Besides hosting
adult and youth conferences, Mo-Ranch also
welcomes individuals, friends, couples, fami-
lies, and grthout then t the year. A variety
of seminars and workshops are open to the

public, as well. Note: No pets allowed.

Accommodations range from dormitoriroest-
houses, and modern hotel rooms to lodges
and apartments with kitchens. A campground
offers tent sites and cabins. Guests staying in
lodgings without kitchen facilities partake in an
American plan, with meals served in the King
Dining Hall. Catering available for groups. Wagon
Wheel Cafe open on a varying schedule.

Special recreational offerings include a ropes

course, horseback riding, riverfront swimming,
running the river's rapids, a swimming pool,
tennis, and more. Day-use passes are often
available, but call ahead.

Write to Mo-Ranch, 2229 FM 1340, Hunt

78024-3037; 830/238-4455 or 800/460-

4401; www.moranch.com.

known, though, the natural world of

Mo-Ranch proves the greatest attraction

of all: The Hill Country's clean air and

brilliant sunsets. Welcoming paths and

wide vistas. White-tailed deer that come

near at sundown. Clear night skies with
no city lights to veil the star-filled sky.
Migratory and resident birds singing at
dawn. Wild turkeys and armadillos.

And, always, the crystalline Guadalupe
River moving swiftly over limestone. *

CANDACE LESLIE has loved Mo-Ranch since
her first visit in the 1960s. She and her family
have been back many times over the years.

Staff photographer MICHAEL AMADOR pro-
vided photographs for last month's story on
Longhorn Cavern State Park.
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By Maxine Mayes

Photographs by Larry Ditto

ENSE THICKETS dominate vast

portions of the South Texas Plains,

the expanse between San Antonio

and the fert-le farming country of the Rio

Grande Valley. From the hub of this

"Brush Country" you can drive for miles

in any direction past stretches of mesquite,

blackbrush, guajillo, huisache, yucca, and

prickly pear broken only by patches of

grassland and small stock tanks.

Ranchers often find such terrain frustrat-

ing, a formidable foe when working cat-

tle. Hunters call it "big buck country."

Other folks, observing the tangled land-

scape from the highways, deem it barren

id unappealing-something to zoom by

o0 their way to the coast. As someone

hooked on the Hill Country, I aligned

i self with the latter group until a visit to

Choke Canyon State Park convinced me

that the word "destination" could,

indeed, be applied to the Brush Country.

A green jay, one of the more colorful residents
of Choke Canyon State Park, feeds on the area's
abundant insects, seeds, and fruit.
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I lIE WATER IS NC MIRAGE. THE LAKE AND THE PARK ARE REAL,

A WELCOME OASIS IN THE MIDDLE OF A MESQUITE WILDERNESS.
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_____I.- I

At sunset, fishing boats return to :heir launch
site at the stale park's Calliham Unit (above).
Nature-lovers snow that Choke Canyon offers
birds in abundance. Ben Wassink (right) of
Ottawa, Ontario, is a regular visit-r.

Choke Canyon, west of I-37 between

San Antonio and Corpus Christi, skirts a res-

ervoir famous for its fishin. The 26,000

surface-acres of Choke Canyon Reser-

voir's blue water present a staggering con-

trast to the surrounding brush, causing me

momentary disbelief the first time I saw it.

But the water is no mirage. The lake and

th park are real, a welcome oasis in the

middle of a mesquite wilderness. And the

much-maligned thorny, viny undergrowth

harbors a wealth of wilclife and attracts

hordes of birds. A surprising sports com-

plex, possibly unrivaled in the state parks

system, adds yet another amenity that

makes Choke Canyon a popular play-

ground in all seasons, for varied reasons.

WHEN the Bureau of Reclamation built adam on the Frio River between

Tilden and Three Rivers-a project start-

ed in 1978 and completed in 1982-it
had to confront rattlesnakes and alliga-

tors and relocate the community of

Calliham (see "Old Calliham Remem-

bered," facing page). The lake that

formed, named for the boulders that

choked the Frio during floods, became a

secondary water source for the city of

Corpus Christi. Choke Canyon Reservoir

also became the focal point of a state park

complex whose two primary units, Calli-
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Jesse R. Shaw Jr. of Weatherford uses is kayak
to get to shallow, remote fishing spots where he
has landed lunker bass.

ham and South Shore, cover 1,500 acres

of McMullen and Live Oak counties.

Being on the Central Flyway ;the prin-

cipal north-south bird migration route

over the Great Plains of North America)

makes Choke Canyon a "birdy" place,
especially during the spring and fall mi-

gratiors. Purple martin houses and other

man-made bird abodes, colorful and artis-

tic, perch near turns in the road, augment-

ing the abundant natural habitat. Birds

are everywhere, flitting across :he pave-

ment, darting between trees, and skim-
ming the tops of RVs. Their songs serve as

morning wake-up calls, and their chatter-

ing and chirping continues in the branch-

es throughout the day. Waterfowl sail the

surface of the lake while shorebirds stalk

the marshes and mud at its margins.
"Early mornings and evenings," says

park volunteer and "roving naturalist"
Fran Bartle, "the trees near the rookery

will be pink and white and blue with

roseate spoonbills, egrets, and herons."

Michael and Cyndi Kay of Florida came

to Texas for the first time last spring and,
on a tip from the San Antonio Audubon

Society, visited Choke Canyon. "The park

exceeded our expectations," says Cyndi.

"We saw 18 life birds in the seven hours

OLD CALLIHAM REMEMBERED

alliham started life as "Guffeyola2' named

for Hiram Harvey McGuffey, who ran a

general store in the early 1900s that

served the populace of scattered ranches.

An oil boom that began with a natural gas

gusher in 1917 led to the town's being re-

named (1923) for Joseph Thomas "J.T." Cal-
liham, the rancher who owned the town site.

But Calliham's existence was brief, as towns
go: from quiet ranching settlement, to boom

town, to prosperous community, to waning

community, to a ghost town buried under the
waters of Choke Canyon Reservoir in barely a
century. (Only the C.C. Harber house and the
old high school gymnasium were spared the
flood.) Remaining residents, about 22 fami-
lies, were relocated

to a "new" Calliham

just down the road.

Now, Old Calliham
lives only in photo-
graphs, in the pages
of history, in the
hearts of those who
called it home, and
in the drawings of a
descendant of the
town's namesake.

In 1977, knowing
his hometown would
soon vanish, J.D.
Bedwell, a lifelong J.D. Bedwell, a great-gran
cowboy and a great- he made of Old Callihan
grandson of J.T. Cal- Canyon Reservoir.

liham, stuck a sketch
pad in his saddlebag and rode through Old
Calliham one last time, capturing its worn-
out buildings in pen-and-ink drawings. "They
had to be black and white," J.D. explains,
"'cause I'm color-blind." The 14 drawings,
taped to a piece of plywood that he keeps
at home, include his family's old homestead,
the C.C. Harber General Mercantile, and the
post office.

Pointing to the sketch of the post office,
Bedwell, who's long and lank, says, "I used to
have to duck under that sign every time I
went in there:" As a child, J.D. created his own
comic book characters. Now, in semi-retire-
ment, he creates a weekly Western cartoon

on his Web site (www.jdbedwell.com), where

he also posts photos of the Calliham family
dating from 1906.

Horace Wilson, now of Pleasanton, moved
to Old Calliham in 1928 when he was 10
years old. "In 1937;" Horace recalls, "I went

to work in the oil fields making 40 cents an
hour." He also remembers helping build the

C.C. Harber residence, which has now been

beautifully restored as the state park manag-
er's home. "That rock on the Harber house
came from near Whitsett in Atascosa County,"
says Horace. "Harber's son hauled it over
there on the bed of a Model A Ford truck.
The rock on the old gymnasium came from
the same place."

ndson of J.T. Calliham, shows the pen-and-ink drawings
m, most of which now lies under the waters of Choke

Though most of Old Calliham lies beneath
the waters of Choke Canyon Reservoir, at
least one tangible relic remains: the Old
Calliham school bell, forged in 1886. "The
school wanted to make a tower for the water
tank," Horace tells, "so I traded some six-inch
oil-field pipes for the bell. And I loaned it to
the Baptist church at Calliham with the under-
standing that if they ever quit having church,
the bell comes back to me or my heirs. So
it's still there. They ring it every Sunday."

Note: Present-day Calliham is on Park Rd.
8, between Texas 72 and the Calliham Unit
of Choke Canyon State Park.

-MAXINE MAYES
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we spent there." The Kays credit Fran for

their productive birding.

Four years ago, Fran retired from

teaching at Center High School (near

Nacogdoches) to "follow the birds."

Now a full-time RVer and park volunteer,
she divides her year primarily between

three Texas parks-Falcon, Bentsen-Rio

Grande, and Choke Canyon-where she

conducts guided bird walks and compiles

checklists of species. Here's Fran's edited

description of one guided bird walk last

April: "We watched a kettle of Mississip-

pi kites boil up from the woods and then

swirl through the air directly overhead.

Then a pair of painted buntings landed in

a small tree beside the trail. Thanks to the

short height of the tree, the birds were

low enough for all field marks to be clear-

ly seen, even without binoculars!"

Fran will spend most of this October

and November, as well as next February

through April, at Choke Canyon. In

February, birders will flock to the Choke

Canyon Birding Festival for a three-day

extravaganza of guided tours, lectures,

demonstrations, awards, and even a

"Texas-sized barbecue." (Where else but

Texas would you find birding and barbe-

cue at the same event?)

Birders at Choke Canyon may find

more than just feathered friends. Though

wildlife numbers have decreased since a

no-feeding ban was initiated by the state

parks system, sightings of white-tailed

deer, javelina, and feral hogs remain com-

mon. Wild turkey meander across park

roads regularly. Patient amateur photog-

raphers are sometimes rewarded with

shots of a coyote or bobcat. Armadillos,
possums, rabbits, raccoons, fox squirrels,
and other small critters also roam the

park. "Alligator Warning" signs an-

nounce that gators still make sporadic

appearances in the lake and marshes.

ANGLERS, especially those partial to

bass, catfish, and crappie, love Choke

Canyon in any season...as long as the fish

are biting. Twenty years ago, fishing

guide Jerry Dunn moved his business

from the Piney (continued on page 60)
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OFFICIAL
Don't Mess with Texas

ME RCIIAN)ISE

Don'messh

F T-shirt
(Shown in navy)

Mu . g Preshrunk, 100% cotton
Holds 20 ounces (Gray is 90% cotton, 10% polyester)

#37123. $8.50 Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Cap Navy #38123.......$12.00 ($17.00 XXL)
Embroidered emblem Gray #38125.......$12.00 ($17.00 XXL)

100% cotton, navy White #38121.......$11.00 ($15.00 XXL)
Adjustable strap closure Youth sizes: S (6-8), M (10-12), L (14-16)

#38120.......$16.00 White #38122.......$12.00

To order, call 1-800-839-4997
Or visit www.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin
Shipping and tax are additional. 5H52
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Please print

Name -

Address

StateCity

Card expires 1/1/06

Order from our line of Texas-
Ehemed products. We offer
unique, well-made products that
reflect the Lone Star State ...
and your good taste.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
'(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa * MasterCard - Discover
* American Express

Or visit
www.texashighwayS.com

Zip
050801

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER
Name

Street Address

City

Daytime Phone Number ( )

(In case we have any questions regarding your order.)

State Zip

Q Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways)

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard
Q Discover Q American Express

Card number

Expiration date

Sigature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total

Product Total
Shipping & Handling (See ad for chart)

SUBTOTAL
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).

TOTAL

Product order must

include payment.

Credit card orders

are also accepted

by phone.

By state law,

shipping and

handling charges
are taxable

4H5P

FREE
ADVERTISING
INFO RMATION

THE RAVE MAGZINEOF TEXAS

H I G H W A Y S

www.texashighways.com

Plaecrcetenmbr eo I numbe I........ise G idet h et

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please pint FREE
Name

ADVERTISING
Address INFORMATION
City State Zip

Card expires 1/1/06 050801

TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

H I G H W A Y S

www.texashighways.com

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66
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It's as easy as 1-2-3 to order products by mail:

1. Fill out the order form on the reverse side.

2. Remember to include your payment.

3. Enclose in an envelope and mail to:
Texas Highways
PO Box 51564

Boulder, CO 80322-1564
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For Texans and Trauelers

Texas Highways
2005, 272 pages,
more than 250 recipes,
80 color photos, hardcover

#36137.......$24.95

Vintage Texas
a Coffee Mug

Ceramic, holds 15 ounces
Microwave and dishwasher safe

#37118.......$9.95 each

To order, call
1-800-839-4997

(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit

yww.texashighways.com

You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop
at 150 E. Riverside, Austin

To order by mail, please send payment to Texas Highways,
PO Box 51564 Boulder, CO 80322-1564

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover accepted

Up to $25.00 ............ $4.50 $150.01 to $175.00 ........ $18.50
$25.01 to $35.00 ........ $6.50 $175.01 to $200.00 ........ $19.00
$35.01 to $60.00 ........ $9.50 $200.01 to $225.00 ........ $20.00
$60.01 to $75.00 ....... $11.50 $225.01 to $250.00 ........ $21.00
$75.01 to $100.00 ...... $13.00 $250.01 to $275.00 ........ $22.00
$100.01 to $125.00 ..... $16.50 $275.01 to $300.00 ........ $23.00

1$125.01 to $150.00 ..... $17.50 Over $300.00 ............. Free

Shipping prices are per each address. Please allow up to 2 weeks for regular
U.S. delivery. Add $10.00 for Express Handling (delivery within 3 business days
after receipt of your order). Express Handling is not available for P O. Boxes or
outside the continental U.S.
For orders delivered outside the U.S., please add $12.00 to the U.S. S&H prices.
International shipping times vary.

SALES TAX
Sales tax is required by state law for merchandise, shipping, and handling. Please add
8.25% sales tax to your final total for all orders shipped to Texas addresses.

'TL AS
Don't Mess with Texas
Music CD-Volume I
Featuring Willie Nelson, Delbert McClinton,
Clint Black, Boz Scaggs, and more. 21 songs.

#37120.......$14.95

Davy Crockett Collecton
Cap

Color: Navy with white embroidery
Adjustable buckle strap

#38117.......$15.95

T-XA FShirt
100% preshrunk, heavyweight cotton

Screen-printed front & back, navy
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38116.......$17.95

Garden Flowers
Note Cards
10 cards, 10 envelopes

2 designs, 5 cards each
-Size: 6" x41"

#35140.......$12.00

A Texas Highways

exclusive item

Proudly announcing our 2006 Wall Calendar.

2006 Wall Calendar
13 scenic images ...
all featuring Texas wildflowers!
Size: 131/2" x 10/4"
Opens to: 131%" X 2112"

#33143.......$11.95

Description Price
Single calendar $11.95
2 - 4 calendars $10.95 each
5 - 9 calendars $x.95 each '
10 or more calendars $E.95 each

5H51
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Choke Canyon State Park
(continued from page 58)

Woods to the Brush Country because of

prize catches at Choke Canyon. Though

he has caught 119 largemouth bass in ex-

cess of -10 pounds, Jerry insists, "It's not my

ability to catch big fish. I'm just blessed to

fish a lake that produces big fish." Scott

Smoot, a self-employed electrician from

Jourdanton, calls the fishing at Choke Can-

yon "phenomenal," and he should know.

"I fish Choke Canyon at least once a
week," he says. "I can leave home and be

in my boat at Three Fingers, Four Fingers,
or Possum Creek [his favorite fishing

points) in just a little over an hour."

HE PARK'S stellar recreational facilities

I draw swimmers and sun-worshipers

every summer to enjoy Calliham's Olym-

pic-size pool and South Shore's "no-

wake" beaches. A baseball diamond, plus

shuffleboard, tennis, basketball, and vol-

leyball courts, call to casual and competi-

tive athletes alike. A charming, renovated

rock gymnasium, once the home court for

NO WA DAYS , THE LAUGHTER AND VOICES OF CHILDREN RESOUND

WHEN FAMILY REUNIONS OR SCOUTING GROUPS OCCUPY THE SITE.

0

Feeding spot. Visitors are likely to see wild turkeys and white-tailed deer at sunset near some of the
park's picnic shelters.

Calliham teams, stands proudly near the

pool. Three weathered slabs of concrete-

broken pieces resembling parts of a jig-

saw puzzle-lie on the grass at the base

21ST ANNUAL WINGS OVER HOUSTON AIRSHOW

October 8-9 features the Canadian "Snowbirds"

Information & tickets wingsoverhouston.com or call 713-266-4492

FUN - CLOSE - AFFORDABLE Minutes from the Windsurfing -Unique Shopping - Fabulous
Airshow and centrally located within 30 minutes Seafood and Galveston Beaches nearby.
from Galveston Island and downtown Houston. Great Fall Rates for Every Budget.

Attractions and fun for kids of all ages!
Kemah Boardwalk - Space Center Houston - CALL 1-800-844-LAKE or CLICK ON
Birding - Water Sports - Parasailing - BAY A RE A HOUSTON www.visitbayareahouston.com
Fishing/Sailing Charters - cov. P. rio * vif roIs Rr- to book ONLINE reservations.

WOH IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) COMMUNITY EVENT PRODUCED BY THE
GULF COAST WING & WEST HOUSTON SQUADRON OF THE COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

of the building. They once spelled out

"CALLIHAM HIGH SCHOOL, 1928,"
but, like the school, some of the letters are

gone. In the silence of early morning, you

can almost hear the dribble of a basket-

ball, a raucous buzzer signaling the end of

a quarter, youthful voices cheering, and

the pounding of sneakered feet running up

and down the court. I can imagine the

double doors on each side shoved open

and clusters of students spilling out into

the sunshine. Nowadays, the laughter and

voices of children resound throughout the

gym when family reunions or scouting

groups occupy it.

A separate recreation hall, with a large,
oak-shaded patio, looks past picnic

grounds to a cove of the lake. Rousing

volleyball games take place outside the

hall, while less strenuous rounds of forty-

two and dominoes are held inside. Open-

air bleachers and a podium between the

hall and the water are ideal for small

group meetings and retreats. Tent camp-

sites, screened shelters, and RV spaces dot

the lake's manicured banks. Kiosks pro-

tect the picnic tables, compensating for
the limited shade of the scattered, feather-

leaved mesquites. An abundance of grills

and fire rings assures memorable evenings
of barbecuing, marshmallow-roasting,
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and story-swapping around a campfire.

Like many retirees, Carol and Woody

Burkett of San Antonio prefer the cooler

fall season at the park. "We've been com-

ing to Choke Canyon for about 15 years,"

says Carol. "We used to spend Thanksgiving

weekend here. The kids and grandkids

would come. I'd cook the turkey and dress-

ing and the whole works in my fifth wheel."

For a break from camp cooking, ven-

ture over to Nolan Ryan's Waterfront Res-

taurant on the highway for a great meal in

a relaxed atmosphere, surrounded by

mementos of the baseball legend's career.

While you're out, take in a first-run film at

the recently restored 1948 Rialto Theater

in nearby Three Rivers. Or, if live music is

more your speed, head over to the Live

Oak Coliseum, a few miles south of Three

Rivers, for the Brush Country Jamboree, a

country and gospel music show staged the

first Tuesday of each month.

Watersports and wildlife, birdwatching

and baseball, R & R or a recreational mara-

thon, Choke Canyon has it all. So, the next

time you're heading for the coast or the

Valley, give the Brush Country more than

a passing glance. Detour down Texas 72,
and check out Choke Canyon. On second

thought, why not make this South Plains

playground your vacation destination?*

MAXINE MAYES of Sisterdale and LARRY
DITTO of McAllen also collaborated on the
Nueces Canyon story in the May 2005 issue
and the Rio Grande Valley birding and bed-
and-breakfasts story in the February 2005 issue.

essentials BRUSH COUNTRY DOINGS

TO REACH
Choke Canyon
State Park, exit
1-37 at Three
Rivers. The park
lies between
Three Rivers and
Tilden on Texas

CHOE CALLIHAM UNIT

STATE PARK Old Callihair

7 Res

Calliham
Frio
River 6sRe

Noe

72. The South
Shore Unit entrance is 4 miles west of Three
Rivers; the Calliham Unit is 12 miles west. The
park opens 365 days a year. Hours: Calliham
Unit-Sun-Thu 8-5, Fri-Sat 8-10; South Shore
Unit-(Sep-May) Daily 8-5, (Jun-Aug) Sun-Thu 8-
9, Fri-Sat 8-10. Admission: $3, free age 12 and
younger, $2 Texas residents age 65 and older.
Pool fee: $2, $1 age 12 younger. Check with the
park for group-use fees for the gymnasium, din-
ing hall, and recreation hall.

For more information, write to the Calliham
Unit, Box 2, Calliham 78007 (361/786-3868)
or to the South Shore Unit, Box 1548, Three
Rivers 78071 (361/786-3538). Park reserva-
tions, both units: Texas Parks & Wildlife, 512/
389-8900, www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Camping fees: $9/night for primitive, $16 for
sites with water and electricity ($12 at South
Shore), $30 for screened shelters.

Horseback riding: North Shore Equestrian &
Camping Area, accessible from South Shore via
the dam, is an additional 1,700 rugged acres
providing primitive camping and 18 miles of
equestrian trails (bring your own horse; no horse
rentals or corrals available). For safety reasons,
an 8-person minimum is required.

Choke Canyon
To San Antonio

Feb 3-5, 2006.Birding Festival: Fb35 06
Jointly sponsored

ervoir by the Three

Corpus Rivers Chamber

SOUTH 281 Christi of Commerce,
SHORE UNITTexas Parks &

Wildlife, and the
Texas Cooperative Extension of the Texas A&M
Univ. System; call 888/600-3115.

Nolan Ryan's Waterfront Restaurant: On south
side of Texas 72 between the South Shore and
Calliham units of Choke Canyon. Hours: Tue-Sat
6 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Closed Mon.
and Thanksgiving and Christmas days. Closes at
2 p.m. on Mother's Day. Call 361/786-4938.

Rialto Theater: On the square in Three Rivers.
First opened in 1948, closed in 1981; recently
purchased and renovated by the Three Rivers
Economic Development Committee. Original
neon marquee still glows. Vintage movie memo-
rabilia and old movie photos decorate the refur-
bished lobby. Call 361/786-2188 or 866/
4-RIALTO.

Brush Country Jamboree: First Tue. of each
month, 7 p.m., at the Live Oak County Coli-
seum on US 281, halfway between Three Rivers
and George West. Admission: $4. Call 361/
786-3334.

For area dining, lodging, shopping, and events,
write to the Three Rivers Chamber of Com-
merce, Box 1648, Three Rivers 78071; 888/
600-3115; www.threeriverstx.org.
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P S ING THE MAYBORN AT BAYLOR UNIVERSITY IN WACO

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD A Mammoth Museum

THE PUBLIC rarely visited natural history museums before the

early 1900s. Collections remained the realm of scholars and

wealthy patrons. Perusing the Cabinets of Curiosities exhibit at

Waco's new Mayborn Museum, I felt as if I'd sneaked into just such

a private museum. Displays overflow with eye-catching items, such

as a humpback whale's skull, rare bird eggs, the cross-section of

a redwood tree, and the skeleton of a flying fox bat. Dark-stained

display cases contain artifacts without labels. In private muse-

ums, after all, scholarly visitors should already be "in the know."

The Mayborn created this throwback

exhibit to show how museums have

evolved-from an elite, private domain to

a nexus of public learning. The lion's

share of the $23 million, 143,000-square-
foot Mayborn complex shows where

more museums are headed: to interactive

and hands-on exhibits in which visitors

are participants, not mere spectators.

Dedicated last year at Baylor Univer-

sity, the Mayborn is one of Texas' newest

museums. But it incorporates the state's

oldest continuously operating museum,

Baylor's Strecker Museum. In fact, the

Mayborn integrates three Baylor mu-

seums-the Strecker (natural history col-

lections dating from the 1850s), the

Ollie Mae Moen Discovery Center (chil-

dren's hands-on "play and learn" rooms),
and the Gov. Bill and Vara Daniel His-

toric Village (15 structures from the

1880s to 1910). The museum also serves

as a learning lab for stu-

dents in Baylor's Museum

Studies Program.

The Mayborn's entry-

way is impressive, with

tall white columns, red

brick walls, and an 83-

foot-high domed rotun-

da-all emulating the

Georgian architecture of

Thomas Jefferson's home,
Monticello.

Beneath the dome, I

tagged along with a group

of preschoolers headed

for the 16 rooms of the

museum's hands-on Jeanes

Discovery Center. The

giggling youngsters expl

ranging from bubbles to t

cling. Some kids made a b
People of the World Roon

BY RANDY MALLORY

4a

ui uEni>, view an informative video on mammoths while casts of the
real animals' remnants rest beneath them under thick panes of glass.

ored subjects

rains to recy

eeline for the

m, where they

L r " , in,' Y'j ' b

y . * I

donned pint-size costumes of various

- cultures. Some settled into the Pioneer

Room, handling early-day chores, such

as washing clothes on a washboard or

weaving cloth on a loom. A few helped a

museum staffer feed a box turtle. Others

videotaped a make-believe weather fore-

cast in a mock TV station.

I moseyed into the heart of the muse-

um's natural and cultural history offer-

ings-the Strecker Collection, named for

early Baylor University museum curator

John K. Strecker. A casual tour of the

exhibits offers a glance at life in Central

Texas from prehistory to the 20th Cen-

tury. For deeper delving, the displays also

offer computerized work stations with

hours of information on the region's geol-

ogy, geography, and ecology.
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The Waco Mammoth Experience at the Mayborn dramati-

cally depicts the world's largest known concentration of pre-

historic mammoths perishing in the same natural event.

The M ayborn M useum com bines Baylor University 's rich historical
collections with the new era of interactive displays and exhibits.

In the Hall of Natural History, the fos- died there

silized remains and life-size model of a slide. The

pliosaur show how the 28-foot-long, flip- by exhib

pered marine reptile survived when an mammot

ancient sea covered the area 95 million Dramatic

years ago. Nearby, a 12-foot fossilized glass flo

protostega (a relative youngster, at 70 beside it,
million years old) is one of the largest tur- trying to

tles ever found in North America. the inter

Walk-through dioramas depict diverse exhibit's

Texas ecosystems. A replica limestone which sh

cave boasts realistic stalactites and stalag- trapped.

mites. An imitation forest sports taxi- chine, I f

dermy specimens of black bear, gray fox, long-exti

mountain lion, and barred owl surround- to surviv

ed by woods and bird sounds. That o

Other dioramas contrast early Central my visit

Texas homes-a Waco Indian grass hut, a Turn to pag
Comanche Indian tipi, a Norwegian immi- another sp

grant rock house, and a pioneer log cabin. tance, at th

An even more realistic look at pioneer

life awaits on 13 acres behind the May- THE MA
born, at the Gov. Bill and Vara Daniel is at 13
Historic Village. The village features 15 (take 1-3

period structures portraying life in a late- half mile

19th-Century farming community. In the 8 p.m.),

cotton planter's home, the dining room and older

sits ready for yuletide, with a festive table exhibit o

set and a decorated Christmas tree in the gems an
quartz ci

corner. In the one-room schoolhouse, sas, and

simple benches and a teacher's desk stand Duval Co
around a pot-bellied, wood-burning Museum
stove. In the general store, necessities- Place #
food staples, cast-iron cookware, patent 710-11

medicines-share counter space with

luxuries like a hand mirror

and a gold pocket-watch.

My favorite Mayborn ex-

hibit, Waco Mammoth Expe-

rience, showcases one of Bay-

lor's most prestigious hold-

ings. Five miles from campus

lies the site (discovered in

1978) of the world's largest

known concentration of pre-

historic mammoths dying in

the same natural event. Some

68,000 years ago, at least two

dozen Columbian mammoths

e, trapped in an ancient mud

Mayborn re-creates that event

iting the casts of two sets of

h bones as found at the site.

ally displayed beneath a thick

or lie a young mammoth and,
an adult bull that may have died

save the juvenile. Standing over

twined remains, I watched the

booming sight-and-sound video,
ows how the animals became

As if swept away in a time ma-

elt somehow connected to those

nct creatures and their struggle

e.
ne museum moment alone made

*o the Mayborn worthwhile.

e 12 for RANDY MALLORY's article on
ectacular exhibit, The Devonshire Inheri-
e Tyler Museum of Art.
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(BORN MUSEUM COMPLEX
)0 S. University Parks Dr.

5 Exit 335-B east for one-
). Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5 (Thu till
Sun 1-5. Admission: $6, $5 age 65
r, $4 ages 18 mos.-12. A traveling
n display through Aug. 14 features
d minerals (including a 2,200-pound
crystal cluster from Hot Springs, Arkan-

lapis lazuli from Afghanistan) from the
llection, on loan from the Houston
of Natural Science. Write to One Bear

97154, Waco 76798-7154; 254/
10; www.MaybornMuseum.com.



A ROUNDUP OF NEXT MONTH'S EVENTS

YGL 

CORAST

PLEASE NOTE-NEW NAME, NEW TIMETABLE! 1
Beginiing next month (with the September issue), we will list events for KEMAH

Rock the Dock
theer current month. Fun Forecast will become Texas Events Calendar, to 281334988

better reflect the quarterly events calendar published by ourTravel Pub-

lications office, from which we draw many of these listings.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED

Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, write for a free

Austin 78714-1009, Fax: 512/486 ixas Events Calendar, Box 149249,Aus-

5879; email: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Un 78714-9249. For a current listing of

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., * ' events, go to www.texashighways.com.

Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINA-
Aug.) Mar 1; Fall (Sep., 0;t., Nov.) ." ' TION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292

Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1. toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. and

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't print Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central Time.

every evelt we receive. Pease note that dates A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas

sometimes change after we go to press. You may Department of Transportation's Travel Information

want to confirm a particular event by calling the Centers will answer your Texas travel questions, pro-

number listed with the festivity or by contacting vide routing assistance, send brochures (includ-

the local chamber of commerce or convention and ing the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),

visitors bureau. and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

Se w*eahgwy~o f, nepne FunFoecstEvnt Caled ith decipin f evets.

1-3
MARFA

Marfa Lights Festival
432/729-4942 or

800/650-9696

=-18
ODESSA

The Southwest
Shakespeare Festival

432/580-3177

3, 17
EL PASO

Chopin Music Festival
915/584-1595

4
EL PASO

Texas Salsa Festival
915 351-1680

17
MIDLAND

Symphony Pops
Tribute to Bob Wills

432/563-0921

23-24
DEL RIO

Bull Riding Finals
830/774-4866

FORT STOCKTON
Living History Days

432/336-2400

23-25
EL PASO

Viva Mexico!
915/772-3905

24
DEL RIO

Oktoberfest
830/774-7568

24
MARATHON
West Fest

Cabrito Cookoff
432/386-4249

24-2 5
ODESSA

Car Show
432/567-9999

Intertribal Powwow
432/362-1359

25-26
MONAHANS

Texas Camel Treks
254/675-4867 or
432/943-2092

30-Oct 2
WICKETT

Bluegrass Festival
432/943-6765

2-4
PORT ARANSAS

Island Time Festival
361/749-4294

3
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

Labor Day
Fireworks on the Bay

800/767-2373

3-4
FREEPORT

Cutty Sark Regatta
979/233-2101

KEMAH
Zydeco Festival

281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Beach Volleyball Tournament

956/761-1235

4
PALACIOS

Larry Joe Taylor
Labor Day Outdoor Concert

361/972-2615 or
800/611-4567

10
LAKE JACKSON

Brazosport Relay Triathlon
979/238-5037

Extreme Hummingbird
Xtravaganxza

979/480-0999

PORT ARTHUR
Mexican Fiesta

409/724-6134

VICTORIA
Shrine Circus

417/833-3588

WHARTON
Fiesta Hispano Americana

Parade & Fiesta
979/532-0578

10-11
HOUSTON

Cactus & Succulent Show
713/827-8545

Camera Show
713/868-9606

Country Roots
Music Festival

281/890-5500

SABINE PASS
Dick Dowling Days
409/866-1655

or 971-2559

11
DACOSTA

German Fest
361/578-6658

15
HOUSTON

La Noche del Grito
713/284-8350

15-18
HOUSTON

Theta Charity Antiques Show
713/622-3560

or 722-8410

15-18
ROCKPORT

Hummer/Bird Celebration
361/729-6445 or
800/242-0071

16-18
CLEAR LAKE AREA

Gulf Coast Film & Video Festival
281/333-5804

SAN BENITO
16 de Septiembre Celebration

956/361-0110

16-18, 23-25
BROWNSVILLE

Cabaret
956/542-8900

17
CROSBY

Harvest Moon Festival
281/328-2616

HOUSTON
Fiestas Patrias
713/926-2636

17-18
HOUSTON

Houston Hot Sauce Festival
281/558-3518

Metro Go-Texan Cookoff
281/890-5500

KEMAH
Fall Kids Festival

281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

22, 24-25, 30-Oct 2
HOUSTON

Houston Ballet
713/227-2787

23-25
KEMAH

Jazz Fest
281/334-9880 or
877/285-3624

PORT ARTHUR
Pecan Festival

409/962-3631

23-Oct 1
ROSENBERG

Fort Bend County Fair
281/342-6171

24
ALVIN

Septemberfest
281/331-0082

24-25
BEAUMONT
Quilt Show

409/962-1737

LEAGUE CITY
Oak Tree Festival
281/332-3953

25
TEXAS CITY

Butterfly Festival
409/643-5990

VICTORIA
Czech Heritage Festival

361/575-0820

28-Oct 1
WINNIE

Texas Rice Festival
409/296-4404

30-Oct 2
CORPUS CHRISTI

Bayfest
361/887-0868
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9-11
EL PASO

The Sound of Music
915/845-4459

MIDLAND
Septemberfest
432/683-2882

9-17
ODESSA

Permian Basin
Fair &

Exposition
432/550-3232

15
EL PASO
Mexican

Independence Day
915/533-6311

-- en -



2-4
BANDERA

Celebrate Bandera
800/364-3833

BOERNE
100th Kendall County Fair

830/537-5315

BRADY
World Championship

Barbecue Goat Cookoff
325/597-3491

KERR VILLE
Wine & Music Festival

830/257-3600

2-5
LUCKENBACH

Labor Day Weekend
Celebration

888/311-8990

3
UVALDE

Palomino Festival
830/278-3361

3-4
INGRAM

Mamacita's
Kelly Creek Classic

Mountain Bike Festival
830/896-6864

STONEWALL
Becker Vineyards

Grape Stomp
830/644-2681

5
BRACKETTVILLE

Labor Day Celebration
830/563-2580

JUNCTION
Kimble Kounty Kow Kick

325/446-3190

7, 21,28
AUSTIN

Clifford Antone's History
of Blues & Rock-n-Roll

512/329-6753

9-10
AUSTIN

Austin Symphony
512/476-6064 or

888/462-3787

LUCKENBACH
Texamericana Fandango

830/997-3224 or
888/311-8990

10
DRIPPING SPRINGS
Cajun Shrimp Boil

& Fire Arts Festival
512/858-4740

FREDERICKSBURG
Saengerfest

830/997-3936
LLANO

Country Opry
325/247-5354

MENARD
Chili Cookoff

325/396-2365

10-11
GRU EN E

Texas Metal Arts Festival
903/852-3311

14
AUSTIN

Earl Klugh
512/329-6753

16-17
MENARD

Jim Bowie Days
325/396-2365

17
AUSTIN

Border Radio Show
512/441-9255

B LAN CO
Heritage Day

830/833-5511

BUCHANAN DAM
Barbecue

512/793-6145

MANOR
Lions Fest

512/278-1932

OZONA
Davy Crockett

Fall Festival
325/392-3737

17-18
HONDO

Medina County Fair
830/426-5406

20-25
NEW BRAUNFELS
Comal County Fair

830/625-1505

23-25
AUSTIN

Austin City Limits
Music Festival

512/475-9077

24
LAKEH ILLS

Medina Lake
Cajun Festival

830/751-3130 or
800/364-3833

24-25
AUSTIN

Old Pecan Street
Fall Festival

512/441-9015

24-Nov 27
HONDO

South Texas Maize
830/741-3968

27
MASON

Country Opry
325/347-5758

30-Oct 2
FREDERICKSBURG

Oktoberfest
830/997-4810 or

866/839-3378

MASON
Autumn Colors Ride

325/347-5598

1-3
AMARILLO

AQHA World Championship
Horse Show

806/376-4811

2-4
BUFFALO GAP

Chili Super Bowl
325/674-1224

POST
Old Mill Trade Days
806/495-3529 or
866/433-OMTD

3
SAN ANGELO

Labor Day Picnic
325/653-3333

WINTERS
Dove Fest

325/754-5210

3-4
BOYS RANCH

Boys Ranch Rodeo &
Old Tascosa Rendezvous

806/322-2635 or
800/687-3722

5
AMARILLO

Discover 2005
806/355-9547

PAMPA
Chautauqua

806/669-3241

7
DALHART

The Diamonds
806/244-5646

8-10
SWEETWATER
Sammy Baugh
Football Classic
325/235-4434

8-11
LUBBOCK

National Cowboy Symposium
& Celebration

806/795-2455

9-17
ABILENE

West Texas Fair & Rodeo
325/677-4376

WICHITA FALLS
Texas-Oklahoma Fair

940/692-3766

10
ABILENE

The Grace Museum Gala
325/673-4587

10
BURKBURNETT

Friendship Festival
& Rodeo

940/569-3849

CANYON
Palo Duro Canyon Legacy

806/488-2227

CHILDRESS
Red River Chili Cookoff

940/937-2567

GORMAN
Peanut Festival
254/734-2202

QUANAH
Fall Festival

940/663-2222

RALLS
Cotton Boll Fest
806/253-2342

VERNON
Vintage Radio Show

940/552-5155

WOLFFORTH
Harvest Festival
806/866-4215

10-11
WOLFFORTH
South Plains

Balloon Roundup
806/863-2856

15
AMARILLO

Barbecue Cookoff
806/373-7800

Harrington String Quartet
806/376-7127

15
SEMINOLE

Gaines County
Ag & Oil

Appreciation Day
432/758-2352

15-17
HENRIETTA

Pioneer Reunion
Rodeo, Parade,

& Barbecue
940/691-6811

16-18
ABILENE

Antique Show
325/676-6211

BROWNWOOD
Reunion Celebration

325/641-1182
or 998-INFO

WICHITA FALLS
Corvette Roundup
940/691-4536

16-24
AMARILLO

Tri-State Fair
806/376-7767

17
ABILENE

Philharmonic
325/677-6710 or

800/460-0610

CHILDRESS
Antique Car Cruise

940/937-0021

HENRIETTA
Art Show & Craft Fair

940/538-5343

BANRBA

COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Saddle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill Country
Where The Fun Never Sets.

17
MEMPHIS

Hall County Picnic
& Old Settlers Reunion

806/259-3144

SAN ANGELO
Fort Concho

Campfire Concert
325/481-2646

SLATON
Harvestfest

806/828-6238

19-24
ABILENE

West Texas Book & Author
Festival

325/676-6025

23-24
JACKSBORO
Quilt Show

940/567-2771

LUBBOCK
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra

806/762-1688

POSTOAK
Busy Bee Quilt Show

940/567-2771

23-25
ABILENE

Hot Air Balloon Festival
325/795-0995

EDEN
Fall Fest Celebration

325/869-2211

23-24, 30-Oct 1
AMARILLO

Kwahadi Indian Dancers
806/335-3175

V

2 Richimond, TX 7746
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Established in 1824, it has been
home to four generations of one
family. They fought for freedom,
raised Cotton and cattle and
discovered oil. Today it is a
23,000-acre working ranch and

every day the family's stories
come to life.

Open daily 9 to 5. 10215 FM 76

GEORGE RANCH HISTORICAL PARK-



Fun FORECAST
24

COLORADO CITY
Cowboy Breakfast
& Mitchell County

Reunion
325/728-3404

LEVELLAND
Texas' Last Frontier
Ranch Heritage Tour

806/229-2741

SAN ANGELO
Archaeology Fair
325/481-2646

25
ABILENE

Big Country AirFest
325/677-7755

29-Oct 1
WICHITA FALLS

Falls Fest
940/692-9797

30-Oct 1
ELECTRA

Homecoming
940/495-3577

SWEETWATER
All Ranch Rodeo
325/235-5488

Chuckwagon
Cookoff

325/235-5488

1
CONROE

Concert in the Park
936/539-4431

1
THE WOODLANDS
Peter & the Wolf
713/629-3700

2-4, 9-10
CONROE
Big River

936/441-7469

3
NACOGDOCHES
Red River Radio

Americana Music Festival
888/653-3788

WINNSBORO
Classic Car Cruise
903/342-0684

3-4
JASPER

Fossil, Gem & Mineral Show
409/381-8018

3-5
HUGHES SPRINGS

Musicfest
903/639-2351

4
NEW WAVERLY
Saint Joseph's

Catholic Church Bazaar
936/344-6104

8-10
CONROE

Lions Club Rodeo
936/760-1666

9-11
LONGVIEW

East Texas Auto Expo
903/237-4000

10-11
TEXARKANA

Quadrangle Street Festival
903/793-4831

13-17
LONGVIEW

Gregg County Fair & Expo
903/753-4478

15-17
TEXARKANA

Texarkana RV Music Park
Bluegrass Festival
903/255-0247

or 277-3746

16
THE WOODLANDS
Houston Symphony
713/629-3700 or
281/363-3300

16-18
HEMPHILL

Thunder in the Pines
409/787-2732

17-18
HUNTSVILLE
Antique Fair

936/436-0265

17-24
COLDSPRING

San Jacinto County
Fair & Rodeo

281/622-7625

21-25
LUFKIN

Texas State Forest
Festival

936/637-3976

I

22-Oct 1
TYLER

East Texas State Fair
903/597-2501

23-24
MAGNOLIA

Septemberfest
281/356-1488

24-25
GLADEWATER

Arts & Crafts Festival
903/845-5501 or
800/627-0315

NACOGDOCHES
Shrimpfest

936/371-2964

28-Oct 1
MOUNT PLEASANT
Titus County Fair
903/577-8117

29-Oct 1
JACKSONVILLE

Thunder Mountain Speedway
Pineywoods Classic
903/586-2217 or

800/376-2217

WOODVILLE
Tyler County Fair & Carnival

409/283-2632

1.4
B ELTON

Central Texas State Fair
254/933-5353

Fort Worth
Symphony Orchestra Festival

817/665-6000

1-4
LA GRANGE

Fayette County Country Fair
979/968-3911

2-4
HAMILTON

Hamilton County
Dove Festival & Rodeo

254/386-3216

WEST
Westfest

254/826-5058

2-4, 9-10,
16-17, 23-24, 30

GRANBURY
Granbury Live

800/989-8240

3
CORSICANA

Opry
903/872-8226

FORT WORTH
Cowboys of Color Rodeo

817/871-8150

3-4
LINDSAY

Antique Tractor &
Farm Machinery Show

940/668-7861 or
800/689-7861

MOUNT VERNON
Labor Day Rodeo
903/537-4365

3-5
BASTROP

Colorado River 100
Canoe Marathon

979/732-8385 or

3-18
ARLINGTON

Texas Heritage Festival
817/530-6000

4
ATHENS

Best in Texas Barrel Racing
903/677-6354

BRYAN
Labor Day Picnic & Concert

979/778-9463

HALLETTSVILLE
Sacred Heart Parish Picnic

361/798-5888

NEW BERLIN
Sausage Festival
830/420-3185

5
GRANBURY

Labor Day Watermelon Social
800/950-2212

8-11
COLUMBUS

Colorado County Fair
979/732-9266

GRAPEVINE
GrapeFest

817/410-3185 or
800/457-6338

9-10
BRYAN

Quilt Show
979/774-4605

HILLSBORO
Go Texan Cotton Pickin' Fair

254/582-2481

SEGUIN
Roundup Cowboy Gathering

830/401-7375

9-11
DALLAS

Fall Home & Garden Show
800/654-1480
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9-11
GRAND PRAIRIE

Natl Championship
Powwow

972/647-2331

THE GROVE
Homecoming

512/282-1215

10
CALDWELL

Kolache Festival
979/567-3218

CRANFILLS GAP
Septemberfest

254/597-2756

GONZALES
Pioneer Village

Quilt & Fiber Arts Show
830/672-2157

MESQUITE
Historic Florence Ranch

Homestead Tour
972/216-6468

MORGAN MILL
Arts & Crafts Fair
254/968-4983

RICHARDSON
Great Fountain Plaza

Festival
972/744-4584

WORTHAM
Blues Festival

254/765-3338

10-11
CAT SPRING

Antiques Show
979/865-5618

MERIDIAN
Bosque Conservatory

Art Show
254/386-6049

STEPHENVILLE
Antiques Show
254/965-5313

10, 17, 24
SALADO
Hamlet

254/947-9205

11
IRVING

Univision Radio
Diez y Seis Festival

972/785-4000

11, 18, 25
LEWISVILLE

Sounds of Lewisville
Concert Series

972/219-3836

13-14
COLLEGE STATION

The Will Rogers Follies
979/845-1234 or

888/890-5667

14-17
BRENHAM

137th Washington County
Fair

888/273-6426

15-18
ADDISON

Oktoberfest
800/233-4766

16-17
FRISCO

Storytelling Festival
972/335-5510

SEGUIN
Diez y Seis Celebration

800/580-7322

SULPHUR SPRINGS
Quilt Show

888/300-6623

oar tTI;(
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16-18
CLEBURNE

Antique Alley
817/866-3987

FORT WORTH
Jazz by the Boulevard

817/763-5299

GREENVILLE
Fiesta Grande

214/543-6470

PLANO
Balloon Festival
972/867-7566

SAGINAW
North Texas

Western Days
817/232-0500

17
BUFFALO
Stampede

903/322-5810

CELINA
Fun Day

972/382-3600

DENTON
Blues Festival

940/565-9015

GATESVILLE
Spurfest

254/865-5007

GLEN ROSE
Sunset Safari

254/897-2960

GREENVILLE
Cotton Patch Classic

Bike Rally & Race
903/454-2225

McGREGOR
Founders Day Festival

254/840-0123

PILOT POINT
Country Fair

940/686-5385

SPRINGTOWN
Wild West Festival
817/523-7828

WACO
St. Nicholas

Orthodox Church
Greek Food Festival

254/772-1471

WAXAHACHIE
Texas Country Reporter

Festival
972/937-2390

17-18
ELGIN

Chilepepper Fiesta
512/285-4515

HAMILTON
Antique Tractor &

Farm Machinery Show
254/386-8752

SALADO
Tablerock's Fantasy Faire

254/947-9205

18
MOULTON

St. Joseph Church Picnic
361/596-4674

WEIMAR
St. Wenceslaus Church Picnic

979/263-5620

19
LA GRANGE
Music Opry

979/968-5117

21-25
BELTON

American Cutting Horse Assn
World Finals

979/836-3370

21-25
ENNIS

NHRA O'Reilly
Fall Drag Racing Nationals

972/878-4748

22-24
GLEN ROSE

Fall Bluegrass Festival
254/897-4253

22-25
DALLAS

Greek Food Festival
972/991-1166

23
DENTON

Fiesta on the Square
940/349-2850

23-24
COMMERCE

Bois d'Arc Bash
903/886-3950

23, 25
FORT WORTH

Verdi's Requiem
817/665-6000

23-Oct 8
WARRENTON

Antiques Show
979/249-3980

24
BRIDGEPORT
Coal Miners

Heritage Festival
940/683-2076

FORT WORTH
The Best of Randy Newman

817/665-6000

Iris Show
940/464-3680

GRANBURY
Classic Car Show
817/797-1197

HALLETTSVILLE
Kolache Fest

361/798-2662

KELLER
Wild, Wild West Fest

817/743-4050

MOODY
Cotton Harvest Festival

254/853-2976

POTTSBORO
Frontier Day

903/786-6371

WAXAHACH I E
Chautauqua Assemblies

972/937-8887

24-25
COMANCHE

Comanche County
Powwow

325/356-3233

EDOM
Festival of the Arts
903/852-3897

FORT WORTH
International Air Show

817/293-2140

TEMPLE
Texas Train Festival
254/298-5172

WACO
Waco Cultural Arts Fest

254/772-7637

WASHINGTON
A Stitch in Time
936/878-2213

25
COMMERCE

Classic Car & Truck Show
903/886-3950

25
DALLAS

Chile Pepperama
214/823-4370

SERBIN
Wendish Fest

979/366-2441

WACO
River Jam

254/723-4109

25-30
DENISON

U.S. Nat'l Aerobatics
Competition

903/465-1551

25-Nov 30
BROOKSHIRE
Texas Maze

at Dewberry Farm
281/934-FARM or

866/908-FARM

26
LOCKHART

Opry
512/281-3854

28-29
COLLEGE STATION

Madame Butterfly & Macbeth
979/845-1234 or

888/890-5667

29-Oct 2
BONHAM

Autumn in Bonham Festival
903/583-4811

GLEN ROSE
Oakdale Park

Bluegrass Reunion
254/897-2321

30-Oct 1
DALLAS

Chris Botti
214/692-0203

FRISCO
The Great Steak of Texas

972/335-9522

TEMPLE
Quilt Show

254/778-0110

30-Oct 2
GONZALES

Come & Take It Festival
830/672-6532 or

888/672-1095

KILLEEN
Early Day

Tractor & Engine Show
254/780-2360

TIOGA
Gene Autry Music Festival

940/437-1110

30-Oct 9
CARMINE

Antique Extravaganza
979/278-3412

30-Oct 23
DALLAS

State Fair of Texas
214/565-9931

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS

1-30
SAN ANTONIO

Celebrate Tejano Heritage
210/673-3584

2-4
LAREDO

250th Anniversary
Celebration:

Texas Genealogical Society
Conference

956/791-7312

2-5
SAN ANTONIO

Labor Day
Arts & Crafts Fair
210/227-4262

3-4
CARRIZO SPRINGS

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fall Festival

830/876-2239

3-5
SAN ANTONIO

El Mercado Anniversary/
Labor Day Celebration

210/227-9254

6
THREE RIVERS
Brush Country

Music Jamboree
361/786-3334

9-10
ALICE

Hispanic Heritage
Festival

361/664-3454

10
EAGLE PASS
Dos Naciones

Pro Bull Riding Invitational
830/758-1793

15
EAGLE PASS

Diez y Seis de Septiembre
Celebration

830/773-9255 or
888/355-3224

SAN ANTONIO
Pachanga del Rio
210/227-4262

15-18
BEEVILLE

Diez y Seis Celebration
361/358-4553

16
SAN ANTONIO
Gartenkonzert

210/222-1521

16-18
SAN ANTONIO
Fiestas Patrias

210/923-6940

18
SAN ANTONIO

Diez y Seis Charreada
210/532-0693

19-25
SAN ANTONIO

PGA Tour at La Cantera
Valero Texas Open
210/345-3818

22-24
KARNES CITY

Lonesome Dove Fest
830/780-3314

or 780-2471

23
EAGLE PASS
Fall Festival

830/773-7600

30-Oct 1
HELOTES

Texas Shrimp Fest
210/258-5999

SAN ANTONIO
Oktoberfest

210/222-1521

30-Oct 2
CARRIZO SPRINGS
Brush Country Days

830/876-5205

YOU WON'T BELIEVE IT'S

Experience
Big Bend National Park
and the Texas Mountains Region.

visitbigbend.com
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TIMELY TRAVEL TIDBITS &
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

etera
THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE
... ARE FREE, LIKE RIDES FOR KIDDOS ON
the Texas State Railroad this summer. Through
September 30, a paying adult can treat up to
five children (age 12 and younger) to an old-
time steam-train excursion through the Piney
Woods. (Kids' tickets normally cost $10; round-
trip tickets for age 13 and older cost $16 fcr reg-
ular seating; $22 for a climate-controlled rail car.)
The 50-mile round trip between Rusk/Palestine
State Parks chug-a-lugs alongside forests, lakes,
and meadows. Depots on both ends of the route

offer restaurants, shops, and occasional exhibits
and entertainment.

Through July, train rides take place Thu-Sun;
starting in August, Sat-Sun only. For tickets, call
903/683-2561 or 800/442-8951 (Texas only);
www.texasstaterailroad.com. For park informa-
tion, call 800/792-1112; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

THE GREAT INDOORS
THE OUTDOORSY ARE OVERJOYED, AND
possibly overwhelmed, by this summer's arriva
of two Cabela's retail stores in Texas-one in For:
Worth, the other in Buda. Billed as the "world's
foremost outfitter of hunting, fishing, and out-
door gear," Cabela's isn't your typical lures-and-
longbows, camo-and-camping-equipment kind
of place. Yes, Texas' stores (Fort Worth's sprawls
230,000 square feet; Buda's comes close, at
185,000 square feet) have every imaginable ac-
cessory and gadget for anglers, boaters, back-
packers, bikers, hunters, and more (and horre
and patio furnishings, too). But each store also
has extensive dioramas that depict animals
from around the world in their native habitats, a
large aquarium stocked with freshwater fish, a
12,000-square-foot wildlife-trophy museum,
and a 40-foot "Conservation Mountain," wth
running waterfalls and streams, a trout pond,
and more game trophies. The Fort Worth
Cabela's is at 12901 Cabela Dr. (817/327-
2400); the Buda location is 15570 S. 1-35
(512/295-1100). Go to www.cabelas.com.

LUBBOCK SON
A NEW STATUE IN LUBBOCK'S HUNEKE
Park (83rd and Nashville Ave.) honors hometown

@ JOSIAH DAVIDOSON

A.k

A new sculpture in Lubbock honors the late Com-
mander Willie McCool, who graduated from the
city's Coronado High School in 1979.

hero Commander William "Willie" McCool, one
of the seven astronauts killed when the Space
Shuttle Columbia broke up during reentry on
February 1, 2003. Sculpted by Lubbock artist
Eddie Dixon, the 15-foot bronze depicts McCool
pointing north toward the flight path of the

Columbia that fateful day; the boy by his side

represents "McCool's early interest in science
and the sense of adventure and curiosity inher-

ent in children everywhere who dream of achiev-
ing the impossible" according to park officials.
Call 806/775-2673; http://parks.ci.Lubbock.
tx.us/Willie%20McCool%20Memorial.htm.

KIDDING AROUND
IN BROWNSVILLE
AT THE NEW CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF
Brownsville, in Dean Porter Park, kids can be-
come a doctor-for-a-day, set sail on a sea adven-

ture, or touch a "tornado."The colorful rooms and

displays blend the local American and Mexican
cultures distinctive to the border town in a

curiosity-sparking, adventure-filled atmosphere.
Kids can gather with friends in La Plaza, shop
and trade in El Primero Mercado, and explore
other permanent exhibits. The stunning center-
piece of the museum, located in the heart of the
re-created marketplace, is a radiant fountain with
fiber-optic strands of light simulating the water.

A water area for toddlers features a sailboat,
treasure chests, and a chance to swim with the
dolphins via video screen. Older kids can pre-

WE RECENTLY drove to Ingram, a quaint
little town along the beautiful Guadalupe
River. We found a charming tearoom called
Queen B's. The old stone house sits back
off the street surrounded by a white picket
fence. The food is excellent, and the tea list
is quite extensive. In addition to the won-
derful cuisine, the owners, Bridget and John
Dale, go out of their way to make your
lunch a delightful experience.

JIM AND PAULINE KEBODEAUX,
Fredericksburg

Queen B's is at the intersection of Texas 27
and College St.; 830/367-4184.

THE NEW Milam Street Art Gallery in
Jasper is worth a stop-and-see. It looks like
it fell out of Tuscany, with nice folks running
it and topnotch artwork.

LANNY LONG, Houston

Milam Street Art Gallery is at 227 E. Milam
St.; 409/384-4465.

FAT WILLYZ in Tyler is a great place to eat.
I like the half-pound hamburger, homemade
onion rings, and banana pudding. It's a
great Fifties diner and ice cream shop. And
check out the life-sized statue of Elvis.

CURTIS DINGER, Whitehouse

Fat Willyz All American Grill is at 3320
Troup Hwy. (Texas 110), Ste. 170;
903/526-7820.

tend to pilot a shrimp boat or cast a net into

the sea. Call 956/548-9300; www.thechildrens
museumofbrownsville.com.

The museum is housed in one wing of the Roy
F and Joanne Cole Mitte Cultural Education Center.
Also in the Center: the Costumes of the Amer-
icas Museum, which presents highlights from its
collection of 400-plus complete costumes from
every country in this hemisphere. (The museum
has a traveling collection that can be tailored to
specific venues and audiences.) Call 956/547-
6890; www.costumesoftheamericasmuseum.com.

Next month...Eat across Texas in
our special issue on food. We'll sample
wine and food fests, go gourmet in the
Trans-Pecos, check out hot breakfast spots,
and kick it up a notch at cooking classes.
And eatery-rich Dallas-Fort Worth and
Houston vie for best-grub bragging rights.
It's all in good taste!
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IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE OR
EMAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letterso5@texashighways.

com. Space constraints prevent us from publishing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to edit items.

Because we're unable to check out every item in "Readers Recommend," and details can change, please call ahead for

more information. For more travel news, see "News & Events" on our Web site: www.texashighways.com.
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-iNSl INA!A provides water in the usually dry Chihuahuan Desert of Big Bend
National Park. Around 1900, a small farming community named for early settler
Max Ernst thrived in the area. Now, the tinaja serves as a popular destination
for hikers in the park.

EACH MONTH, select images from Texas Highways will be available as prints in two distinctive formats. To order prints
by phone, call toll-free 866/962-1191, or visit www.magazineprints.com. The Ernst Tinaja photograph above is available.
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