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T E X A S

NOTICE !

If you enjoy Texas Travel Log and

want to continue receiving it, be
sure to complete the form on the

back cover and send it in, along
with the mailing label. You'll get

three chances to respond.

T x D O T

The Travel Publications
Section has a new boss.
Welcome Kathy Murphy, who
came on board December 27 as

publisher for Texas Highways

magazine and TxDOT's family
of travel literature. Kathy brings

with her some 18 years of experi-

ence in editing, publishing, and
magazine circulation. She previ-

ously served as publisher for

New Media Publications in
Austin where she directed the
daily operations and general
management of the company. In

addition to writing and editorial
work, Kathy coordinated all

departments, including editorial,
production, circulation, sales,

marketing, ancillary products,
technical support, and account-
ing. To include all her experi-

ence and qualifications would fill
this newsletter. We're glad she's

finally here.

Lucia Cordova headed south to

the border to take the reins as
manager of the Anthony Travel
Information Center. For the

past 10 years, Lucia has served as
travel counselor and assistant

manager at the Amarillo TIC.
She was on the original team that
developed the Achieving Service

Excellence training program, and
was a course instructor for sever-

al years. Give her a call at
915/886-3468.

Those new to the travel industry, The Dallas Morning News reports Texas A&M University in
who are not familiar with services a 20-member committee of city College Station. Visitors
offered by TxDOT's Travel and leaders, conservationists, neigh- should expect to see more than
Information Division, may borhood activists, and business just a few exhibits and glass-cased
want to write for our free infor- leaders will begin meeting to displays. Instead, they're more

mation packet, which details the devise a plan to include hike and likely to step into the cabin of Air
division's responsibilities. In it bike trails, parks, and entertain- Force One, peer out of the cockpit

you'll find out how to get the ment facilities. of a Navy Avenger, or take a
word out about your city or attrac- stroll past the former president's
tion through free publicity in the The proposed 120-mile Dalhoma Laurel Office at Camp David.
Texas State Travel Guide, how to Trail, linking Dallas and the Red Though none of the proposals
get a list of visitor prospects with River, may more than double in except the Laurel Office are final,
just the cost of a phone call from size if the folks in the Metroplex National Archives employees are
a personal computer, and how to have their way. Area govern- working hard on designs that will
become a part of the division's ments are working to include bring more visitors their way. In
Internet. Included are names and Fort Worth-in the plan, which addition, museum officials hope

telephone numbers, where you would increase the recreational to feature a prominent exhibit on
can contact the people directly trail to 250 miles, reports The the Gulf War, create interactive

responsible for each of our many Dallas Morning News. The displays, and offer museum

services. For your free packet, Trinity Trails greenway would camps for kids.
write Alice Sed berry, Travel be built along the Trinity River's
and Information Division, Texas three major forks in North Texas,

Department of Transportation, eventually encompassing 40,000 P L A C E S
P. O. Box 5064, Austin 78763- acres in five counties and 21
5064. Or call 512/483-3705. cities. The trail would be among John Cox, manager of the

the top three longest urban trails Liberty Opry House, was
in the nation. The full 250 miles handed an award for "Best Live

C O M I N G U P would cost more than $300 mil- Country Music Show in
lion to construct and up to 25 Texas" from the Country Music

Arlington city leaders hope to years to complete. Association of America, during

change the littered, flood-prone their annual meeting in Las
Johnson Creek into a tourist Work continues ahead of schedule Vegas. According to The Liberty
attraction, stretching from The on the George Bush Gazette, the opry got its start

Parks at Arlington mall to Six Presidential Library and through the purchase, in 1993, of
Flags Over Texas and beyond I-30. Museum on the grounds of the old Park Theatre. A few mod-

GOTCHA COVERED Jerry Jones announced last month

that a $35-million Texas Stadium renovation proj-

ect should be complete in time for the 1997 NFL

iz season. Plans include installing a retractable roof,

L replacing the artificial surface with a grass field, and

increasing seating capacity. These improvements would

" be the first of a two-phase project that would position

Irving and the Dallas area to host future Super Bowls. Jones

said he expects construction to begin no later than February 1997.
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T I T R A V ES
ifications converted the old movie
house into an auditorium for the

shows. The Friday and Saturday

night programs mix a lot of old-

fashioned country with gospel,
punctuated by bits of comedy.
For information and reservations,

call 1-800-248-8918. At 1816
Sam Houston Avenue, on the

courthouse square.

La Cantera Golf Club in San
Antonio was selected as the best

new public golf course in North
America by Golf Digest maga-

zine, December 1995 issue. La

Cantera, which opened in January
of last year, is now home to the
prestigious Texas Open, one of
the oldest tournaments on the

PGA tour. To make reservations

at the best of the best, call 1-800-
446-5387. Fore!

The just-published book
America's Best Places to
Retire pinpoints five Texas com-

munities in its list of 66 retirement

towns. Rockport, Wimberley,
Kerrville, Conroe, and
Marble Falls are profiled with
vital information on climate, cost

of living, home prices, taxes,

crime rates, and health care. The

book is available for $14.95, plus
$2.25 shipping and handling,
from Vacation Publications,
1502 Augusta Drive, Suite 415,

Houston 77057. Or charge it by

calling 713/974-6903.
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TEXAS TRAVEL LOG
is published monthly by the Texas

Department of Transportation,
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Please send news items of interest to
the Texas travel industry to Texas

Travel Log, P.O. Box 141009, Austin,
Texas 78714-1009. (512) 483-3727,
FAX (512) 483-3793. Deadline for
each newsletter is the 20th of the

month preceding the issue date.
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TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

they've been bombarded with
phone calls from people asking

how the old judge died. "When
the callers were told the truth

that the judge died of natural
causes, and not by the hand of a
killer-the thrill was gone,"

laughed Ginger. Others who

called to ask if the film's charac-

ter Joey Garza is buried in

Langtry got another bubble-
buster when they found out his

role was purely fictional. Larry

McMurtry just made him up.

ORANGE TIC The son of for-

abandoned exotic cats and other

wildlife. Her Exotic Cat
Refuge in Kirbyville, which

opened to the public in 1989, pro-

vides lifelong homes for lions,
tigers, bears, deer, and other

unwanted animals. Most arrive
starved, maimed, broken, and

abused. Now Jackson says she's

running out of resources to feed
and pay the medical bills for her
large, furry friends. She said

zoos won't take in the wildlife

mer Texas governor James V.

Allred stopped in on his way to

Houston to visit his old high

school history teacher. Counselor

Dan Perrine said though the

young Allred now lives in
Hollywood, California, he's still
pure Texan and took time out to

tell some tales about his family's

personal and political ties with

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.

By the way, the gentleman's

name is Sam Houston Allred, so

named because of his birth in the

Texas Governor's Mansion in

1937 in you know who's bed.

because they only want top-quali-

ty animals. And since they've
lived most of their lives in captiv-

ity, the animals can't be freed.

Jackson wants to attract corporate
money to establish a marketing

plan to become self-sufficient. In

the meantime, she hopes that con-

cerned individuals will "adopt"

one of her animals by sending

regular donations. Contributions

may be sent to Route 3, Box 96-A,

Kirbyville 75956. To learn more

FRESHEN UP The Dallas

Farmers Market is nearing

the end of a multimillion-dollar " -

faCe-lift. The city has spent

more than $7 million in an BI D
effort to attract not just

tourists, but business and

residential development,

as well. The market, created

in 1941, is one of the few remaining and one

of the largest in the nation. Some 1,000

farmers bring fresh produce, and crafts, plants,

and flowers are offered during special holidays.

Open daily, 5 a.m. to 7 p.m., at Cadiz and

Harwood Streets.

AMARILLO TIC On December
13, officials stormed the center

and arrested manager Rosemary

Eaves. Her crime? Caring

enough to help raise money for
the Muscular Dystrophy

Association. She was released
from jail within a few hours for

good behavior and after raising

the necessary bail, which, of

course, went to MDA.

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC
Counselor Ginger Harrell said

that since the airing of the CBS

miniseries "Streets of Laredo,"

RV'N' TEXAS

Texas was recently honored

with the 1995 "It's a Great
RV State" award, which recog-
nizes the top recreational vehicle

destination in North America.

According to The Dallas Morn-

ing News, Texas was one of 23
states and Canadian provinces

nominated by members of the

Good Sam Club, the world's
largest RV owners' club, and

readers of Trailer Life and

MotorHome magazines.

T H & M A

Don Hansen, executive vice

president of the Texas Hotel &
Motel Association, announced

that Texas now boasts the second

largest state hotel association in

America, after recently passing
Florida in membership totals.

Hansen says, "Watch out Cali-

fornia. Here we come!" To learn

about the benefits of joining
TH&MA, call 512/474-2996.

W I L D L I F E

For several years, Monique
Jackson has dedicated her life
to the care and rehabilitation of



about how to adopt an animal

or to schedule a tour, call

409/423-4847.

An 85-acre tract of land near
Naval Air Station Corpus
Christi will soon become the site
of the Held/Hogan Wildlife
Refuge, reports the Corpus

Christi Caller Times. Proponents
hope the environmental nature

park will provide a haven for edu-
cation and research in addition to
being an important habitat for the

area's more than 20 species of
songbirds and other migrant birds.

The refuge will feature a hiking

trail, observation decks and tow-
ers overlooking the wetlands, and
interpretive signs. The refuge's

park area will include a fishing
pier, a 450-foot boardwalk, a pic-

nic pavilion, a playground, rest

rooms, and a boat ramp for non-
powered boats. Construction

should begin this spring.

STATE PARKS

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department has acquired an

abandoned rail corridor that
will someday offer a safe and

scenic 21-mile route for equestri-

ans, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
The $2-million rails-to-trails proj-
ect will link the cities of Mineral
Wells and Weatherford with a
10-foot-wide crushed limestone
trail that will run adjacent to Lake
Mineral Wells State Park.
Officials estimate that the trail's
direct economic impact on the

state park and communities should

top $500,000 a year. Work will
begin early this year.

MUSEUMS

The first known attempt to estab-

lish direct scientific contact
between Russia and America
was made in 1765. In 1789,
Benjamin Franklin was elected
foreign member of the Imperial
Academy of Sciences in St.

Petersburg. These and many
other little-known facts are

revealed in the first phase of
U.S.-Russian Relations, on
display at The Presidential
Museum in Odessa through

March 2. The exhibit focuses

on the Washington through Taft
administrations. Phase II, cover-

ing Woodrow Wilson's term
through the Clinton administra-
tion, will open January 15 and

remain on view through June.
Open Tuesday through Saturday

at Seventh and Lee Streets. For

details, call 1-800-862-7123.

H I S T O R Y

Ellis County residents are work-
ing to preserve one of the last

remaining 19th-Century one-

room schoolhouses in the state,

T EXAS

* TRIVIA

How many species

of snakes live in

Texas? (Or do you

really want to

know?)
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REALLY GET AROUND The state

park system's first-ever nature
f trail designed to serve the

disabled opened at Brazos

Bend State Park near

Richmond. Improvements

include a new, flat, paved inter-

pretive trail, an accessible boardwalk and
observation deck, rest areas with shaded

benches, and an audio tour. The visitor

center's "Habitats and Niches" exhibit was
also redesigned to make it more accessible.
For more info, call the park at 409/553-3243.

reports The Dallas Morning

News. A few miles south of
Waxahachie, on F.M. 984, an old

white building stands as one of

the few remaining memories of

the tiny community of Nash.
Erected in 1875, the school hasn't

seen teachers and students since

1938. Actor-director Denver
Pyle, who owns a home on near-

by Onion Creek, has spearheaded

efforts to raise $10,000 to save

the Nash school. "It's a little

piece of Americana that's quickly

disappearing from the country-

side," said Pyle. "We need to
hang on to our past."

EVENTS

The American Bus Asso-
ciation spotlighted two Texas
events in its list of 1996
Top 100 Events in North
America. Kudos to the crew of
"TEXAS," the popular musical

drama that has played to 2.6 mil-
lion visitors since its inception in
1966. "TEXAS," set beneath a
towering 600-foot cliff in Palo
Duro Canyon State Park near

Canyon, combines the area's nat-
ural beauty with state-of-the-art
technical effects to tell the story of
the settling of the Panhandle in the

late 1800s. This year, "TEXAS"
runs June 12 through August 24.

Sombreros off to the folks in
Brownsville, who were also
tapped for their highly acclaimed
Charro Days. The 59-year-old
festival celebrates the charro

horseman of Mexico with four

days of international events,
including grand balls, street

dances, parades, a carnival, and

a traditional Mexican rodeo.
Make plans now for February

29 through March 3. iOle!

What do the first World War, the
Texas oil boom, suffragettes
marches, Tarzan, Oreo cookies,
and Raggedy Ann dolls have in
common? They were all cultural-
ly linked during the second
decade of the 20th Century, a
time which many say marked a
revolution of expression. More
than 50 Tarrant County cultur-

al and educational organizations
will present RetroFest '96, a
three-month celebration slated
for February through March.
Exhibitions, musical and theatri-
cal performances, and other
special events will spotlight
1911-1920. For more informa-
tion, call the RetroFest office at
817/924-0492, or the Fort Worth
C&VB at 1-800-433-5747.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 8,544 +10.90 138,459 -18.26

Anthony 14,091 +10.26 174,762 -14.69

Denison 13,230 -28.57 244,965 +197.21

Gainesville 25,296 -10.14 377,298 -12.70

Langtry 6,009 -1.28 109,008 +3.57

Laredo 14,016 +32.31 127,902 -15.04

Orange 47,220 +34.91 617,652 +8.00

Texarkana 39,615 -18.26 631,557 +2.80

Valley 33,858 +28.70 336,657 +4.58

Waskom 49,869 +.73 581,421 +1.72

Wichita Falls 12,177 +12.28 202,584 -3.34

Capitol Complex 6,516 -1.90 122,361 -14.43

1-800 Phone Center 8,238 -34.54 199,983 +7.80

CENTER TOTALS 278,679 +2.01 3,864,609 +2.72

Data as of December 31, 1995

MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

19,885 1,253,736

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 45

Addresses offered 28,074

Addresses transmitted 6,851

Addresses transmitted 1,210,120

OFFICIAL STATE
TRAVEL MAGAZINE

Texas Highways print run
This month 388,976

This month last year 380,867

This year-to-date 4,544,813

Last year-to-date 4,890,801

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers
(8 a.m.-9 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

*compared to last year
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