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When travel counselors at the

Amarillo Travel Information
Center were forced into a con-
struction shack when their center
was being upgraded and renovat-
ed, motorists pedaling down 1-40
simply passed them by. When the
Texarkana TIC set up porta pot-
ties during ADA compliance con-
struction, tourists opted for the
convenience of service stations

further down the road. Now with
a major renovation project under
way at Langtry, counselors at the

Judge Roy Bean Visitor Center
are finding travelers through West
Texas don't take to porta potties
any more than those traveling in
the east. The Laredo TIC remains
hidden behind a great mound of
dirt due to a major construction
project along 1-35. For the past
couple of years, efforts to revital-
ize or rebuild TxDOT's Texas
Travel Information Centers
have brought new life and more

customer awareness to the once-
aging facilities. The new center
in Langtry should be ready this
fall. Waskom and Texarkana are
now under construction. Plans
are in the works to refurbish the
Valley TIC in Harlingen. A replace-
ment project for the Laredo TIC is
under way. And plans for new
centers at Anthony and Orange
are moving as scheduled. Progress,
however, has resulted in lower
visitation. In spite of the myriad
of services still offered at all 12
TICs, folks just don't want to stop
at a construction shack when there
are more conveniences nearby.
When all the dust settles, TxDOT
officials expect visitation figures
to soar past all previous records.
For details, call Travel Services
assistant director Bobby
Johnson at 512/467-3716.

The bid to produce the 1998
Texas Accommodations
Guide was awarded to Recog-
nition Communications Inc.
(RCI) of Dallas. The full-service
marketing firm will solicit list-
ings from Texas hotels, motels,
bed and breakfast inns and guest
ranches. For more information,
call TxDOT publisher Kathy
Murphy at 512/483-3674. To
reserve a listing in the upcoming
guide or for advertising sales assis-
tance, call RCI at 1-800-969-9896.

C O M I N G U P

Texas will follow in the footsteps
of several other states with cre-
ation of an $80-million Texas
State History Museum. The
Austin American-Statesman
reports Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock
announced the Texas Legislature
has authorized the sale of bonds
to finance the museum. A four-
story, 160,000-square-foot build-
ing will house a 400-seat IMAX
theater and a multimedia "Texas
Spectacular" production. Instead
of acquiring a large permanent
collection, the museum will
depend on loans from other
museums to supply exhibitions.

The high-tech facility will be
constructed north of the Stephen
F. Austin Building in the Capitol
Complex in Austin, bounded by
Congress Avenue, West Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Colo-
rado Street and West Eighteenth.

A wonderful new exhibit spot-
lighting the social makeup of a
meerkat colony opens in August
at the Fort Worth Zoo. Visitors
to Meerkat Mounds can see
for themselves how these highly
social mammals carry out clearly
defined duties within their com-
munities. Baby-sitters, guards,
hunters and teachers will bewil-
der, entertain and delight. Open
daily at 1989 Colonial Parkway.
Call 817/871-7000 for details.

On November 22, 1963, one of
the nation's most fateful events
occurred in Dallas. Since 1989,
The Sixth Floor Museum in
Dallas has focused on the life
and legacy of President John F.
Kennedy, and the 1963 assassina-
tion. The Dallas Morning News
reports the Dallas County Histori-
cal Foundation and county com-
missioners hope to turn The Sixth
Floor into a more complete record
of the assassination by changing

it from an exhibit to an accredited
museum. Ambitious plans to ex-

pand the scope of the museum
will heighten its role as an educa-
tional center and add to its status
as a museum of national impor-
tance. The completion last month
of a million-dollar remodeling

project of the visitor center set
the stage for Phase II, which in-
cludes plans for the seventh floor,
Dealey Plaza and the Kennedy
Memorial. Proposals for Phase
III include turning the basement
into a public research center.

Open daily, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., at
411 Elm Street. Call 214/747-
6660 for more info.

Last month, the Dallas/Fort
Worth International Airport
governing board moved to soften
for the first time a smoking ban
that has been in force inside D/FW's
terminals for four years. The
Dallas Morning News reports the
board voted unanimously to bud-

get $5.3 million to construct up to
20 separately ventilated lounges
for smokers. John LaRue,
director of airport development,
said it was time to acknowledge
that people with a legal habit can
be accommodated in ways that
don't risk public health. As part

STAGE DIRECTION The exterior of Fort Worth's new

$65-million Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass Performance

Hall is almost complete. The modern arts venue down-

town will house many of the city's performing arts

organizations, including the Van Cliburn International

Piano Competition, Cliburn Concerts series, Fort
Worth Symphony, Fort Worth/Dallas Ballet, Fort Worth

Opera and special musical productions of the Casa

Mariana Playhouse. Grand opening is scheduled for May 7, 1998.



of a new philosophy of running

the airport like any profit-driven

business, officials hope to meet

the needs of all customers. Final
agreement between the airlines
and the board must be reached

before the change can be made.

PLACES

For years Port Isabel has been
known as the gateway to the
island. The Dallas Morning News
reports Port Isabel city officials

have a plan to lure some of the 3
million people who visit South

Padre each year back to their side
of the bridge. Several new tourist-
related businesses have opened
and more projects are in the works.
The Port Isabel Historical
Museum and Lighthouse
Keeper's Cottage celebrated
their grand openings in May as
part of a $2.5-million restoration

project in the town's historical
district. The Port Isabel Light-
house State Historic Site
will shut down in August for
$600,000 in renovations. When
the new South Padre Island
Golf Club opened May 17 at
nearby Laguna Vista, it became

the only course within a 25-mile
drive. The Regal Voyager, a
450-passenger ferry that offers
gambling trips to the Gulf of
Mexico and round-trip cruises to

Honduras, began operation the
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AMARILLO TIC A troop of
off-road vehicles stormed the

center parking lot during the

height of turbulent weather in
May. They were loaded down

with alien-looking equipment,
antennas and "radar-like things"

sticking out from all directions.

Manager Rosemary Eaves said

this wasn't a lost colony of ETs,
but rather a few of the hundreds
of storm chasers, who converge
on the tornado-prone Panhandle
each spring.

Counselor Teresa Carney was in
the middle of, you know, reading

first of this year. City officials
say their crusade to attract more
tourists was prompted by the

deterioration of the town's shrimp-
ing industry, once boasting one

of the largest shrimp fleets in the
world. For more information,

call the chamber of commerce

at 1-800-527-6102.

A cast of more than a million per-

formers entertains guests on a
sunset cruise on Austin's Town
Lake. Capital Cruises takes
advantage of one of Austin's
most charming tourist attractions,

the largest urban bat colony in
North America, by offering a
ringside seat to a most spectacu-

lar event. The Mexican free-tails

camp out under the Congress

Avenue bridge, taking flight most
evenings from March through

October. The cruise leaves dock-

side 15 minutes before sunset,

seven days a week. Sight-seeing

tours, dinner cruises, and group

and corporate outings are also
available. Call 512/480-9264 for
details.

What would you say to a gourmet
meal of patd, rack of lamb and
chocolate mousse, accompanied

by a selection of French wines

and served on white linen?

Sound divine or just plain stuffy?

maps upside down and telling

tourists "where to go," when a

church youth group arrived just
in time. Actually, they didn't

come to save her but rather to
serenade her. They sang
"Amarillo By Morning" in har-
mony then were on their way.

There was no apparent reason

for the visit. "I must have looked
lonely," Teresa said.

GAINESVILLE TIC Bob
Spence and gang from the
Arlington C&VB swept through

the center with the latest update
on the Metroplex city. Manag-

Either way, you might change

your mind when you find this
rich array of exquisite cuisine laid

out before you on transformed
camping tables along the shores

of the Rio Grande. About ten

years ago, Swiss-born master
chef Francois Maeder, owner
of Crumpets restaurant in San
Antonio, teamed up with Ter-
lingua-based Far Flung

er Cheryl Cash said it was the

perfect opportunity to thank

everyone for another memorable

TTCC and to once again con-

gratulate Bob for receiving the
1997 Gene Phillips Hospitality
Award.

WASKOM TIC Counselors
Donna Watson and Tonji Rudd
represented TxDOT at the
Economic Development

Conference at the Maud Cobb

Convention Center in Longview.
They shared travel literature with

200 leaders from 30 northeast
Texas towns.

Adventures to offer gourmet
raft trips each fall and spring.
The three-day border sojourn

guides tourists on a not-so-rough
adventure through one of the

river's breathtaking canyons.
The $600-per-person trip includes
food, wine and nonalcoholic bev-

erages, along with camping and
boating equipment. The next

gourmet raft trips are scheduled

DEEP THOUGHTS

Tales of magic,

miracles and epic --

voyages come to

life through charac-

ters from the sea at Legends of the Deep,

a special event at the Texas State Aquarium

in Corpus Christi. Visitors come face-to-

face with King Neptune, Captain Nemo,

Blackbeard, mermaids, sirens and pirates in

a giant castle-like tent on the Aquarium's

back lawn. Plays, storytellers, arts, crafts

and educational programs offer a fantasy

adventure for the whole family. Through

August 17. Open daily at 2710 N. Shoreline

Boulevard. Call 1-800-477-GULF for details.

TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD
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for September 26-28, October 17-
19 and November 7-9; other
times arranged for groups of
eight or more. For reservations,
call Crumpets at 210/821-5600.

As for many Texas communities,

the Santa Fe Railroad once
linked Fort Stockton to the
world beyond. Now an old depot
that once served this remote West
Texas town has become a cher-
ished treasure. Several thousand

dollars and several hundred hours
have turned the historic land-

mark,-originally earmarked for

demolition, into the prize head-
quarters for the Fort Stockton

Chamber of Commerce. A por-
tion of the refurbished structure
will serve as one of the city's two
visitor centers, where tourists can
pick up info on dining, accommo-
dations, events and attractions.

For details, call the chamber at
915/336-2264. For information
on tours and other special re-
quests, call the city's Tourism
Division at 1-800-334-8525. At
the corner of Dickinson Boule-
vard and Railroad Avenue.

This year marks the 150th anni-

versary of T.C. Lindsey &
Company near Waskom, a real
old-fashioned general store that's
part store and part museum.

TxDOT travel counselor Judy
Grogan, of the Waskom Travel
Information Center, says folks

traveling East Texas should know
the store has cut back its days of

operation and changed its hours.
The attraction now welcomes vis-

itors Tuesday through Saturday,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. On F.M. 134,
three miles west of town. Give

'em a call at 903/687-3382.

NEW AGE RVin'

With the oldest baby boomers
sliding into their 50s, recreation-
al vehicle dealers are poising
themselves for a decade or more

of steady growth. The Dallas
Morning News reports to ensure

a boost in sales, the industry
will spend $15 million on a three-

year national ad campaign, the
first in its 35-year history aimed
at the massive market that boom-
ers represent. Officials at the
Recreation Vehicle
Industry Association said
they're actively trying to appeal
to boomers by telling them that

family time is important and the
best way to get away from the
FAXes, voice mails and pagers
is to get into an RV and go on

0 TRIVIA
Which pioneer physi-
cian became the first
full-time anesthesiol-

ogist in Texas?
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RIGHT ON TRACK

Restoration of
the Katy Depot

in West is now

complete and exhibits are being set up in

the depot for the new Katy Railroad Museum.
The new attraction will open to the public by

Labor Day Weekend, just in time for Westfest,

slated for August 30-31. The depot will also

house the chamber of commerce offices
and meeting space. On Washington Street,

downtown. For further updates or to receive

a Westfest brochure, call 254/826.5058.

vacation. Between 1992 and
1996, RV sales increased 42.5
percent to $12.4 billion. Surveys
indicate that even with half of

sales still coming from buyers

over 55, much of the new growth

is generated by people ages
35 to 54. While older owners

commonly use their RVs for
lengthy tours, younger families
take to the road for weekend

getaways.

TP&WD

A statewide promotion, launched
July 1 by the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department,
offers visitors a chance to collect

special keepsakes and earn camp-

ing discounts at more than 100
Texas state parks and fisheries.
For just one dollar, park guests
can purchase a Discovery
Passport, good for 11 different
collectible patches and a free
night of off-season camping for
five overnight stays. Officials
said the purpose of the promotion
is to increase general awareness
of the diversity of the state park
system, to provide incentives
for day-use visitation and to
reward frequent users of camp-
ing facilities. The passbook

will be honored through Feb-
ruary 2000. Call the State Park
Information Line at 1-800-792-
1112, extension 3.

MUSEUM S

Texas travelers can "cool off "
this summer at the Houston
Museum of Natural
Science, where a full lineup
of special exhibits and attrac-

tions send visitors to the ice-
capped terrain of a different

world. The new IMAX film
"Alaska: Spirit of the Wild"
carries viewers to the vast, un-
disturbed beauty of an enchant-
ing place. "Northern Lights" at
the Burke Baker Planetarium
takes guests on a voyage to
Alaska to view the aurora bore-

alis and learn how the sun causes
these brilliant displays. Visitors
can capture the magic of photog-
rapher Marshall Noice in the
museum's exhibit halls, where
Glaciers: Images from the Crown
of the Continent focuses on
Canada's Glacier National Park
and the artist's quest to convey
nature's power and fragility.
Open daily at One Hermann
Circle Drive. For exhibit infor-
mation, call 713/639-4629.



Month Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 17,574 +6.08 83,922 +7.34

Anthony 13,293 +1.72 81,876 -11.64

Denison 24,135 +27.66 116,403 +18.95

Gainesville 34,017 -11.68 169,731 -4.38

Langtry 8,400 +9.42 53,049 -17.26

Laredo 10,119 -11.70 43,308 -46.10

Orange 57,954 -18.00 255,813 -32.24

Texarkana 58,791 -7.27 221,439 -25.01

Valley 30,678 +58.47 244,239 +7.67

Waskom 79,599 +56.70 359,064 +21.65

Wichita Falls 24,834 +24.09 105,645 +3.34

Capitol Complex 8,988 +1.39 60,060 +9.19

1-800 Phone Center 7,575 -29.21 51,657 -32.42

CENTER TOTALS 375,957 +7.42 1,846,206 -8:57

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance

from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of June 30, 1997
*Compared to last year
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

74,688 703,722

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 47

Addresses offered 112,271

Addresses transmitted 43,220

Addresses transmitted 314,738


