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COOL YOUR JETS!
Daingerfield State Park
in the summertime is
heaven on earth

$4 .95 008>

o 09128 41399 4III

OUTDOOR FRONTIER
EL PASO, NATURALLY

SHOP MAGNOLIA MARKET
FIND YOUR PRIME-TIME SOUVENIR

DRIVE-IN MOVIES
IN YOUR CAR, BENEATH THE STARS
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It's Allin the Journey

sI write this on a warm summer evening,

'm listening to the pleasant buzz of cicadas
as the sun burnishes the sky in pink and

gd.I'm here at the Hyatt Regency Lost Pines

Resort near Bastrop as a student at the Texas

Travel Industry Association's annual Travel and Tourism

College, a three-year program focused on various aspects of

the industry. Travel is big business in Texas; T TIA estimates
that the industry generates a direct economic impact of almost

$70 billion annually.
But why do we travel? If you ask a dozen people, you'll likely

hear a dozen answers-but most of them share themes of ad-

venture or discovery. We seek excitement and novelty, or we

seek connection-either with loved ones, a place, or perhaps
some part of ourselves we'd like to tend, nurture, or bolster.

And there's nothing like a long-distance road trip to clear

the mind, ignite the imagination, and awaken the senses.

Faced this year with making multiple solo road trips through

the hinterlands of north Texas and beyond to check on fam-

ily, at first I resented the obligation. The time! The traffic!

The hassles! But when I finally shifted my attention from the

destination to the journey itself, suddenly it seemed there

were discoveries at every mile marker. Now I dawdle on

SWHERE7 T0 FIND US
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashigways.com.o

vtFind us on acebook and Twitter.
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WE'LL
BE NEXT
MONTH:

lineup in store
for September,
with our playful
"Are You a
True Texan"
quiz, a must-do
I xas bucket
list, and our
annual roundup
of "Extraordinary
Texans" doing
ntriguing things
i their fields.

We'll also
explore Weather-
ford's Chandor
Gardens, see
whis new nin
Lockhart, find
music-festival
bliss in Utopia,
ad u mr

ANY TIPS ON THESE
SPOTS? LET US KNOW ON
FACEBOOK, TWITTER,
OR INSTAGRAM

the back roads while following pret-y

cloud formations. I compare the fried

pies in Muenster to those in Gaines-

ville. I take photos of cows grazing in

pastures made colorful by wildflowers,

the 25-foot-tall cedar rocking chair in

Lipan, and the glittery Dallas skyline

at night. Strangers give me advice, di-

rections, and sometimes, unintentional

poetic insight.
Last month I stopped at Bayer's Kolo-

nialwaren in Muenster to pick up some

apricot fried pies for my folks in Okla-
homa. "Do you know how to get to the

Taovayas Indian Bridge across the Red

River?" I asked the woman in line with

her cherry strudel.

"I can't map it out for you," she said, ges-

turing various right turns and straight-

aways with her hands. "Just keep on

going. You'll get there eventually."

Lori Moffatt, Interim Editor



UNEXPECTED

OPAS 2016-17

Variety reigns supreme this OPAS season
with Tony Award-winning musicals,
family-friendly holiday shows, the hottest
trumpeter on the concert circuit, a
world-renowned ballet company and
much more. Fora complete list of the
events coming to the 44th season of
OPAS, visit www.MSCOPAS.org.

LI LL LUE I
& HIS LARGE BAND

AN EVENING WITH
LYLE LOVETT
AND HIS LARGE BAND
SAT, AUG 27
7:30 PM.- Rudder Auditorium

THE ILLUSIONISTS:
[IVE FROM BROADWAY
TUE & WED, OCT 18 & 19
7:30 PM -Rudder Auditorium

F T HE. iC AL

WED & THU, NOV 9 & 10
7:30 PM - Rudder Auditorium
Sponsored by

AGGIELAND
CREDIT *UNION'

j3 rts

CHRIS BOTTI LIVE
IN CONCERT
WED, NOV 30
7:30 PM -Rudder Auditorium
Sponsored by

SAllsate,
You're in good hands.

Direct from Moscow, Russia
RUSSIAN NATIONAL
BALLET THEATRE

WED, FEB 1
7:30 PM " Rudder Auditorium

JERSEY BOYS See All 4 Broadway
WED-SUN, FEB 22-26 Shows for Only $144!
Times Vary- Rudder Auditorium
Sponsored locally by
TOM & MARY KIRK
(McGregor, TX)

ONCE
TUE & WED, APR 11& 12
7:30 PM - Rudder Auditorium 4 -1

MSCOPAS ATM MSC OPAS
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DEPARTMENTS

7) Merge
History and hospitality on the Texas coast

8) Scenic Route
West Texas' Independence Creek Preserve

DRIVE
11) Souvenir
Prime-time decor at Magnolia Market

15) Made in Texas
The folk art of Felix "Fox" Harris

19) Texas Family
Nostalgic family fun at Jellystone Park

22) Texas Wild
Full-moon kayak tonrs in San Marcos

PLATES
25) Eat
Austin's Pieous-believe in good pizza

29) Travel
Keeping cool at Houston's icehouses
32) Drink
West Oak Coffee Bar in Denton

35) Next Weekend
Abilene's comfy and cultured Sayles lodgings

67) True Texas
Janis Joplin's Texas life before stardom

71) Events
August happenings, from meteors to peaches

75) Daytripper
Chet Garner explores Granbury

76) Travel Matters
Local tales and the people who make them

77) Rear View
Plunging into Fort Clark Springs
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Destinations Sheffield 8, 48 San Marcos 22 Abilene 35, 40 Gatesville 40
in this issue Waco 11 Austin 25, Granbury Ennis 40

40 67 40,75a Beaumont 15 ' ' 0,7 Fort Worth 40

Canyon Lake Houston 29 New Braunfels 40
19 Denton 32 Hockley 40

Daingerfield 48

Brackettville
48,77

Del Rio 48

Utopia 48

Crawford 48

Garrison 48

Wimberley 48

Toyahvale 48

El Paso 58

Port Arthur 67

Graham 76

WET WILD &WONDEEEL WATEEINHOLES ON OUR COVER

TEXAS Fun on Little
Pine Lake's wooden
swim platform at
Daingerfield State Park.
Photo Kenny Braun

PHOTO: Courtesy Meadows Center, Andy Heatwole
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TAKE THE PLUNGE!
MORE COOL POOLS

We share a refreshing selection of swimming holes

in our August issue, but we sense you want more.

Enjoy an encore of pristine pools.

HELL-O WICHITA FALLS
Wichita Falls' annual Hotter'N Hell 100 endurance race

is a cyclist's dream challenge, but we share a few local activities

for the sidelined supporter.

CUISINE CONFIDENTIAL
Carolyn Wenglar, owner of Houston's

La Carafe and Warren's Inn, talks about the enduring appeal
of these dive bars and her favorite Texas destinations.

BAIT ANBAKE
Cookng catfish can be almost as fun as catching it.

Check out these simple ways to prepare your haul for the dinner table.

TEXAS'
H I G H W A Y S
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Super Buy!

A one-year (12 months)

subscription to Texas Highways
Magazine is just $24.95...

that's only $2.08 an issue.

Super Gift!
Friends, family members,

and business associates

all enjoy gifts of Texas

Highways Magazine.

GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF

grYES!

Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print

MY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP_

JUST $24.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription!

(International subscriptions are $39.95.)

58%off0
NEWSSTAND!

Simply return this order form

in the mail-we'll bill you later.

66SUBS1

Al
GIVE the gift of

TEXAS
HIGHWAYS

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL

800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.)

and ask for source code 66SUB1

To expedite service, call 800-839-4997
and ask for source code 66SUBSF

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWA YSTO A FRIEND
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central

Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Visa -MasterCard

American Express

/ YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print
MY NAME

ADDRESS _________________________

CITY STATE ZIP-

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE,
ORDER ONLINE:

www.texashighways.com

Digital editions
are also available!

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
Simply return this order form
in the mail-we'll bill you later.

We'll send a card announcing your

ADDRESS gift directly to your recipient.

CITY STATE ZIP For faster service, please call

800-839-4997.
To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $24.95 for the first U.S. subscription,
and $20.00 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $39.95.) 166SUBSF|

58% off
NEWSSTAND!
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Subscribe to

TEXAS HIGHWAYS!

To expedite service, call

800-839-4997
or visit

texashighways.com
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MERGE

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

BACK TO BOVAR * SCHLITTERBAHN SUMMER FUN
*McKINNEY SQUARE'S SWEET SIDE

I always plan trips T E X A S
around the articles in Texas AH EeG H W A Y 1

Highways. There are so many r ,
places to visit. Love it!

Bryan White, Cleburne_"

OUR
FAVORITE
SOCIAL
MEDIA
OF THE
MONTH...

On my tour of
the Tall Ship
ELISSA, I took
lots of photos
hoping to see any
sign of spirits on
board but, alas,
I found none.
Theresa Wallace

I loved going to
minor league
baseball games in
Midland [May]!
When one of the

good guys hit a

home run, the
crowd would pass
around a base-
ball cap and put
money in it to
give to the home-

run hitter!
Camille Hopkins

Iv@
Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram

EDITOR'S
NOTE: TEGAS
The enticing
beach that
graced the *1

cover of ours

June issue is

Rockport Beach. Our cover

caption in the issue misidentified
the beach. We regret the error.

Timeless Images
We were saddened to learn that
Joe Lowery, one of Texas High-
ways' longtime photography

contributors, passed away in
his hometown of Lufkin on June
8. Joe was remarkably adept at

capturing the inherent beauty

of Texas landscapes, especially
wildflowers. We will miss the joy
of experiencing Texas' natural

wonder through Joe's eyes.

My cousin Joe had an ability

to bring out what God created

and capture it in a camera lens.

As Joe said, "I just took the pic-

ture, God put it on display." He

was proud that Texas soldiers

serving our country in the war

in Bosnia chose one of his pic-
tures to print and hang in their

mess hall, because it reminded

them of home.
GLENN M. MCCLAMMY

Silsbee

Bolivar Background
I smiled while reading the

Bolivar Peninsula article [July].
My husband Ralph, chairman

of the Galveston County His-

torical Commission, and his
friend Robert Bear, along with
help from the Galveston County

parks system, have been work-
ing to restore Fort Travis, a

former U.S. military instillation
[now Fort Travis Seashore Park].
Recently removed has been
all the overgrowth on top of the

bunkers; dirt and mud inside
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and out; and odds and ends
stored inside. Many visitors are

intrigued by all the history here,

and more will be shared at the

Jane Long Festival this fall.
KAY STENZEL

Santa Fe

The Bolivar Peninsula Cultural
Foundation hosts the Jane Long
Festival, which takes place
October 14-15 andfeatures tours

of the bunkers, reenactors, a
Jane Long play, andfood booths.
www.janelongfestival.org.

READERS RECOMMEND

Compassionate Pearl
The Pearl South Padre has my vote. Long story short, my
husband and I had just arrived for my birthday/Mother's Day
last May when I got news that my mom had passed (not un-
expected). The next day was my birthday, and when my husband
and I got ready to leave for dinner, our car battery was dead.
Later that night, I ordered room service; poor guy asked how
was my day going. I said my mother had passed away the day
before, my car battery had died, it was my birthday, and I
was just frustrated. About 20 minutes later, the server came
back with afruit bowl and bottled water with a handmade
birthday card signed by all the workers in the restaurant.
Nothing has ever meant so much to me. It is the little things.
I can't wait to go back.

BRENDA L. PURSER, Katy

The Pearl South Padre is located on the beachfront at

310 Padre Blvd. Call 956/761-6551; www.pearlsouthpadre.com.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to:

Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.

AUGUST 2016 1 texashighways.com 7



ROUT E

300 27' 39.74" N

101* 46' 10.55" W

Big Bend
Country
An oasis in West
Texas, Independence
Creek Preserve

protects the spring-

fed creek and
about 20,000 acres
between Dryden

and Sheffield. On
specific days, the
preserve opens to

visitors for access to
the pristine waters of

Independence Creek
(pictured) and hiking
through the hillside
juniper woodlands

and Chihuahuan

Desert scrub land-

scape. Travelers
along Interstate 10
turn south onto

Texas 349 and
drive about 22 miles
south of Sheffield
to reach the pre-

serve entrance.

For more information,

including a schedule
of public days, visit

.4- I - -

-~ ~ -
a

UZ,.

www.nature.org and

search Independence

Creek Preserve.

8 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016 PHOTO: Kenny Braun
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TELL US Your TOPS!
Tell us your favorite main drag in the state, whether it's along a quaint courthouse square or within a buzzing cityscape.

("Main" does not have to be in the name.) Let us know at www.texashighways.com/mainstreet; letters®texashighways.com;
or by mailing in this form to Texas Highways, PO Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009. (Also find us on Facebook.)

The submission deadline is September 30, 2016. We'll reveal a countdown of your top Main Street destinations in 2017.

NAME YOUR HOME CITY OR TOWN

ABSOLUTE FAVORITE STREET: WHY:

BEST BEACHY STREET: WHY:

BEST QUIRKY/ECLECTIC STREET: WHY:

BEST STREET FOR MUSIC: WHY:

BEST STREET FOR SHOPPING: WHY:

BEST CULTURAL STREET: WHY:

BEST RURAL STREET: WHY:

BEST STREET FOR FOOD: WHY:

MOST PICTURESQUE STREET: WHY:
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SHOP AND PLAY
In between rounds of

shopping, you can relax on
the lawn, visit afleet offood

trucks, and stroll the gardens.

N PLANNING MY MAIDEN VOYAGE TO THE
Magnolia Market at the Silos in Waco, I have the

good sense ;o enlist my friend Sherry to ride shot-

gun for he g0-minute trip from our homes in Fcrt

Worth. A professional designer with exquisite

taste, Sherry provides both insight and guidance

as we explore one of the biggest retailing success

stories in the state of Texas.

I'm curious about the excitement over this store, which was

launched in 2015 by Waco residents Chip and Joanna Gaines,

whose HGTV Fixer Upper show has mushroomed in:o a

sensationally popular franchise. Known for remaking drab

houses into showplaces heavy with modern farmhouse sen-

sibilities and touches of country chic, the adorable couple wv'ith

expert remodeling and decorating skills took their fame tc ar-

other realm upon opening this expansive retail complex in

downtown Waco.

As we've heard that the market gets crowded-especially

on Saturdays-Sherry and I have planned to arrive at opening

time, 9 a.m., on Monday. Taking the first exit from 1-35 afer

[7.

MAGNOLIA MARKET
AT THE SILOS
sat 60' Webster

Ave. in Waco.
Hours:Mon-Sat 9-6.

Cal 254/235-0603
magnoliamarket.
comfsilos.

crossing the magnificent Brazos River,

we note the downtown landmarks that

you see in the opening moments of the

TV show. And we see the signature silos

immediately.
The Magnolia Market grounds cover

more than two acres just three blocks

west of the interstate. The two enor-

mous, aged grain silos rise high into the
sky opposite a big, white barn, which
houses the store.

Right away, we're taken with the

sense of community that Chip and

Joanna create with this place. Even

before we climb the broad steps to the
store's front porch, we catch sight of a

garden-a magnet for us both, as we're

cultivating vegetable and flower gar-

dens at home. To the far west end of the

silos, raised beds bursting with colorful

12 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016
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vegetable plants lure gawkers like us.

A tiny garden cottage sits there as well,
giving the setting a homey feel.

But we're here to check out the home
goods, so we head back to the store.

Immediately we're distracted by the

gardening items, from colorful pots

and wooden boxes full of horticulture
books to vintage glass milk bottles per-
fect for holding fresh flowers. Door mats

beckon "hello." Barn lights hang from
the ceiling, as do rustic chandeliers.

Metal wall hangings, each
just less than an inch thick,

cover a back wall. Each one offers
a warm sentiment, cut out in
various artful script styles.

Sherry says she is keen to see in per-

son some of the locally handcrafted
items she's noted on the show. And in-
stantly, she points out a special find:

Metal wall hangings, each just less
than an inch thick, cover a back wall.

Each one offers a warm sentiment, cut

out in various artful script styles. One
reads, "grow old with me /the best is
yet to be..." and another reads, "your

mountain is waiting so get on your

way." Sherry and I can't decide which

one we like best, wavering between

the one that reads, "she designed a life
she loved" or another, paraphrasing

Walt Whitman, "We were together. I

forget the rest."

Offered in two sizes, roughly two-feet

square and a smaller nine-inch square,

the signs are designed by Joanna and

crafted by metal artist Jimmy Don

Holmes at his Stars Over Texas studio
in Crawford. Bold and substantial, these

signs give a sense of greater perma-

nence than many of the rustic wooden

ones found in home decor shops today.

Continuing to browse, we note su-

per-soft, gray T-shirts emblazoned

with some of Chip and Joanna's fa-

vorite words and expressions, such as

#shiplap (a reference to one of their fa-

vorite vintage building features) and

41
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SOUVENIR

#demoday (Chip's favorite part of the

makeover process), as well as the sim-

ple WACO shirt. We like that these are
all Waco products.

Making our way through table after

table of kitchen and dining goodies,
journals, old-fashioned alarm clocks,

and cute 1950s-esque lunch boxes,

Sherry and I find ourselves in front of

a table that makes us both sigh audibly.

We've found the jewelry, and we're both

giddy and a bit awestruck. The pieces

are simple in detail but still artful.
We like the leather bracelets, both

the wrist wraps and the one that fea-

tures a big brass ring at its center. The

vintage antique coin on a long strand of

tan deerskin is beautiful, too, as is the
pair of plain wooden loop earrings. But
we're both particularly drawn to del-
icate gold necklaces that we find out

come from a Waco artisan.

Sherry's pick is the feather necklace,
in which a horizontal gold feather is

attached on either end to a dainty gold
chain. I'm torn; I cannot decide be-
tween the gold "posy" necklace, which
features 30 tiny gold rings attached to a

light gold chain, or the gold chain hold-
ing a thin brass bar stamped with letters

spelling BELOVED, one of my favorite
words in the English language.

We've found the jewelry,
and we're both giddy
and a bit awestruck.

The pieces are simple
in detail but still artful.

These lovely items are made just a

few blocks away by designer Summer
Ellis. A Canada native, Summer in-
fuses her work with subtle femininity
and romance, calling on a deft talent
that keeps the items from being showy
or too girlish. Summer's creative spirit

and passion for tasteful things go a

long way in giving Waco a refreshing,
artful identity.

After paying for our finds, Sherry and
I make our way back outside to wan-

der around a little longer in the Mag-
nolia Market atmosphere. The crowds

are building, even on a Monday. Moms
and dads relax with their little ones in
the large green park space that spreads

out from the silos. People are playing
games like corn hole on the grass, and
other visitors are strolling the walk-

ing path that circles the grounds. Eight
food trucks typically park on the prop-

erty, and folks line up at each for grilled-
cheese sandwiches, crepes, pizza, and
Vietnamese banh mi sandwiches.

We're just happy with our jewelry
finds and ready to sip coffee from one of
the trucks while we plot our next Waco

pilgrimage. First, though, I have to find
the right wall at home for one of those

big metal signs. *
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FOLK ARTIST FELIX "FOX" HARRIS
AND THE ART MUSEUM OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS

1oxt hy Michael Corcoranm ~H E NEIGH BORHOOD KIDS CALLED Nooyhd After Harris passed away at age So
Felix Harris "the Voodoo Man" because an.data in 1985, his great-nephew Elray Wolfe
his front yard was full of eerie poles he these quirky donated the work to the Art Museum

brought to life using broken and dis- creations of Southeast Texas, which was in the

carded objects. He created more than would one process of moving from a private resi-

120 of the totems, from 5- to iS-feet tall. day help give dence into a stately, new 24,000-square-
Sometimes the wind would make parts Beaumont foot building on five acres in down-
spin and hum, and the kids would run a reputation town Beaumont's historic district. This

away screaming. Nobody on Ledet Road, especially not Har- as the was before the mainstream had em-

ris, had any idea that these quirky creations would one day folk art capital braced "outsider art," often created by

help give Beaumont a reputation as the folk art capital of Texas. of Texas. self-taught expressionists, so you can

AUGUST 2016 1 texashighways.com 15PHOO : Kevin Stillman



ERATg1 0A

GSEBA VE

AS BIGlAS

- ON c7tiket&
WHEN YOU BUY ONLINE AT

B I GTEX.COM

MADE IN TEXAS

imagine how Harris' giant swizzle

sticks went over in Beaumont at first.

After the museum installed 67 of
Harris' totems outdoors in the fall of

'87-adorned with items like scrap
metal, old toys, and street markers-an

"art or eyesore?" controversy erupted.

Critics would drive by honking their
horns and yelling, "get rid of that junk!"
to museum staffers. Some museum sup-

porters even cancelled their member-

ships in protest. This was not the kind
of art they had in mind for Beaumont's

Main Street when they supported build-

ing the new museum.

But in the cutting-edge art world, the
Art Museum of Southeast Texas was

recognized for its boldness and vision.

Thanks to donations from artists and

collectors, the museum's contemporary

folk art collection has grown to 300 ob-

jects, many of which are part of the

current exhibition tete-a-tete: Folk Art

and Fine Art from the Permanent Collec-

tion, which runs through September 4.

U

16 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016

Joining Harris' works in the galleries
are those of other unconventional artists
such as Carl Nash, Son Ford Thomas,

Burgess Delaney, and Harold Jennings.
"The work of Felix 'Fox' Harris was

the genesis of our folk-art collection,"

says Lynn Castle, executive director
of the museum. "He helped us define
who we are."

Admission is always free at the mu-

seum, which displays a rotating mix of
fine art and folk art from the 19th Cen-

tury to the present, mostly from Texas

and the region. The museum's sole

permanent exhibit-Somethin' Out of
Nothin': The Works of Felix "Fox" Har-
ris-features 26 sculptures, plus reveal-

ing photographs of Harris at work by
local artist Keith Carter. But the most

moving display is a case containing the
tools that Harris used to make all of

his dramatic and whimsical art: a ball-

peen hammer and a butter knife with a

sharpened tip. That's it!

Though he knew of equipment that
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would make his work easier, Har-
ris chose to use primitive tools. For a

flower made from metal, for instance,

he would painstakingly tap his knife

with the hammer until the piece was

cut out. Harris never considered him-

self an artist, just someone who liked to

make something out of nothing-as he

had done with his life.
Born in Trinity in 1905, Harris, an

African American, earned the nick-

name "Fox" as a child for his crafty elu-

siveness. As he got older, he worked
as a hard laborer in lumber and rail-

road camps and drank a lot. But that

was his old life. When he was about

55 years old, Harris said, God came to
him and offered him a fresh start, one

where self-expression would take the
place of self-destruction. He handed

Harris a blank sheet of white paper
and then disappeared. Harris tells the

story, overcome with emotion, in an

audio interview that visitors can listen

to in the exhibit.

THE ARTIST AND HIS TOTEMS
Left: In the exhibit, Keith

Carter's 1983 photo "Felix at
Rest" shows Harris among his
totems at his Beaumont home.
Below: Sculpture details
represent Harris' use offound
objects and craftsmanship.

4

PHOTOS: Kevin Stillman
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GALLERY
IRVING ARTS

CENTER
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Smithsonian Institution
Affiliations Program

16th Annual
Art Connection
Members Show

mn ' * 14

Mixed media works by artists of all ages.
Through September 27
Main Gallery

3333 N. MacAhur Blvd. Irving, TX, 75062
Open 7 davs a week " Free parking " IrvingArtsCenter.com

AUGUST
Bernie Pearl at Camp Street Cafe -August 12

Moe Bandy & his Americana Band at Lovelady Old Gym - August 13

Doug MacLeod at Camp Street Cafe -August 19

End of Summer Fun
Take time to visit Davy Crockett National Forest,

Mission Tejas State Park & Caddo Mounds State Historic Site

SEPTEMBER
28th Annual Myrtis Dightman Rodeo

at Poth Ag Arena - September 3

E0th Annual Labor Day Bluegrass Festival
at Salmon Lake Park - September 1-4

Browse & shop at Crockett Trade Days
every first & third weekend

HOUSTONCOUNTY Come e !e 6to1e oudto, Co nt4. "atewa

to tieTeaFoFet Couets!

www.visithoustoncountytexas.com jVISITHOUSTONCOUNTYTXAS
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MADE IN TEXAS

Harris went to work on his totems
and didn't stop for almost 25 years.
He favored certain motifs that under-

scored his mindset, like hands and run-
ning horses. Just as he had once been

broken and made new again, his work

resonated with rebirth. What some
may regard as junk can be made beau-
tiful with the right amount of skill
and empathy.

A challenge for the Art Museum of
Southeast Texas, however, has been to
keep the Harris collection, made from
castoff materials, from deteriorating in
the elements over the years. Hurricane
warnings led the museum to tempo-
rarily remove its outdoor Harris pieces
on three occasions. The museum's on-

site storage couldn't accommodate the

number and size of the collection, with
some pieces weighing as much as 500
pounds, so many of the totems had to be
stored offsite.

For about 10 years, until the late

1990s, the museum's Boyt Courtyard
held 67 totems, but the southeast Texas
heat and rain eventually damaged the
work. The museum received a conserva-

tion grant in 1996 and restored as many

of the pieces as possible. Twenty-six
found a new home inside the climate-

controlled museum.

The museum sold the remaining ob-
jects in a June 2002 auction, with the
proceeds placed in the museum's ac-
quisition fund. The gift of Felix "Fox"
Harris keeps on giving.

Beaumont art collectors Keith and
Patricia Carter were early supporters
of Harris. In a book the museum pub-
lished in 2008 featuring Keith's pho-
tos of Harris and his artwork, Patricia

described the collection of totems as a
"fantastic forest, alive with color and

movement, and infused with vision and

spirit." Titled Felix Fox Harris, the book
sells for $20 in the museum gift shop.

Harris was illiterate, but he exuded

C.

THE ART MUSEUM
OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS,
at 500 Main St. in Beaumont,

opens Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-5,
and Sun 12-5. Admission is free.

Guided tours are available by
appointment. Two Magnolias,
the museum cafe, opens
Mon-Fri11-2. Call 409/832-3432;
www.amset.org.

wisdom in his approach to his work.
Though his totems look like sponta-
neous creations, Harris carefully plot-
ted and designed each piece before as-

sembling it.
At his home in north Beaumont, Har-

ris built a tree house high above his art,
he told the Carters, so he could see it as

God did. And if Harris is still able to
look down, he's got to be awfully proud
of what he's inspired. *

18 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016
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Hey Boo Boo!

NOSTALGIC FAMILY FUN AT JELLYSTONE PARK HILL COUNTRY

text by Cynthia J. Drake

HEN IWASAKID GROW-
ing up in the Midwest,
my family vacations were

mainly of the s'mores-and-
sleeping-bags variety.

My family loved hitting
the road for camping trips

with our pop-up trailer,

and one of the places that still holds a spot dear to my heart

is a Jellystone campground along the Michigan-Indiana

border. Part of a national chain themed on the Yogi Bear car-

toon of the 1960s, Jellystone campgrounds are self-contained

family getaways. My mom used to joke that everything was

included with your reservation-even your own "personal

squirrel in a bag."

As a young adult, I preferred the fresh air and rustic charm

of tent camping. But once my husband and I had two little

boys and a dog in tow, the everything-but-the-squirrel luxury

Jellystone
campgrounds

didn't have
waterparks
when I was
growing up,

but almost all
of them do

now, ranging
from basic
swimming

pools to more
extensive

amenities like
waterslides or

spas for adults.

camping experience started appeal-

ing to me.

That's about the time I figured out

that Texas is home to seven Jellystone
RV parks and campgrounds in the

northern, eastern, and central parts of

the state. One of those is Jellystone Park
Hill Country in Canyon Lake, located
about an hour's drive from both San

Antonio and our home in Austin.

Curious to see how today's Jellystone

campgrounds compare with the memo-

ries of my youth, I booked a reservation

for my family at the Canyon Lake Jelly-

stone and packed up the car for a week-

end of family-style glamping.

We had barely steered our car into

the five-mile-per-hour campground

AUGUST 2016 1 texashighways.com 19
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MORE FUN THAN
THE AVERAGE PARK
Jellystone Park
l ill Country
added new luxury
cabins in 2015.

Yogi Bear and
his cartoon side-
kicks visit the

,nn ni nlai

thoroughfare when my five-year-old

son August spotted Jellystone's dino-
saur-themed waterpark and started

begging to check it out.
Jellystone campgrounds didn't have

waterparks when I was growing up, but

almost all of them do now, ranging from

basic swimming pools to more exten-

sive amenities like waterslides or spas

for adults.

Jellystone Park Hill Country offers

indoor and outdoor pools, as well as a

new water playground featuring water

cannons in various nooks and crannies,

two twisty slides, and a water tower that

showers down on unsuspecting swim-

mers. A soundtrack of dinosaur roars

adds to the playful atmosphere.
The scale of the water playground

is not nearly as large as, say, Schlitter-

bahn, which makes it ideal for younger
kids like August, who need a bit of time
to warm up to the splashing and roar-

ing. By the second day, he was launch-
ing a water-cannon siege and shrieking

with the other children.
There's no doubt that Jellystone

campgrounds cater to children. Jel-
lystone Park Hill Country schedules
multiple hayrides-"Hey-Hey Rides,"
they call them-throughout the day, in-
cluding a night ride illuminated by glow
sticks. The park also has an arcade,

gem mining, laser tag, disc golf, a giant
jumping pillow, and regular character

visits for photo opportunities with Yogi

and his cartoon sidekicks, Cindy and

Boo Boo. Friday nights are Kids' Night

Out, featuring pizza and a movie for $7
in the Hill Country Hall activity center.

Jellystone campgrounds also sched-

ule seasonal activities. Around Hal-
loween, keep an eye out for the magi-

cal pumpkin patch, where kids plant

pumpkin seeds in the afternoon and

return later to find a mini pumpkin.

"People love it," says Jody Seagers, gen-
eral manager of Jellystone Park Hill
Country. "They just think it's the cool-
est thing since juice pouches."

Lodging options at most Jellystones,
including the Canyon Lake location,
range from tent camping sites to RV

pads, rental RVs, and various types

of cabins. For our visit, we booked a

Lodge Room, a no-frills option with a
bunk bed, queen bed, kitchenette, and
bathroom. Priced from $108 to $209

per night depending on the season, the
room was part of a quadplex of cabins.

In 2015, the campground enhanced

its luxury options with the addition of 10
Hill Country Cabins, which sleep four
to 10 people and include lofts, kitchens,
bathrooms, and flat-screen TVs. Sea-

gers says they're ideal for larger fam-
ilies, and kids love sleeping in the loft

20 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016 PH OT OS: Michael Amador
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TEXAS FAMILY

upstairs with a little balcony overlook-
ing the living room below.

One advantage of staying in a Jelly-
stone cabin is that you don't have to pack

a full load of camping gear, but you'll

still need to bring bed linens, towels, and
in some cases, cooking utensils and sup-

plies. An onsite store, the Pic-a-Nic Bas-
ket-named for Yogi's take on the word

picnic-serves up pizza, burgers, fries,

and Blue Bell ice cream poolside.

Most of our camp meals were the stan-

dard hot-dog-and-hamburger variety-
the kind of meal that always tastes bet-

ter when we have to work a little harder

for it while camping, cooking with the

on-site charcoal grills and our trusty lit-

tle propane camp stove. (Pro tip: If you
have your heart set on s'mores, make

sure there's no burn ban in effect before
raising your kids' expectations.)

Also during our visit, we splurged

for a dinner at Gennaro's Trattoria, lo-

cated 15 minutes west in Canyon Lake,

where we dined al fresco under a vine-

wrapped pergola. With a glass of wine,

it even felt the slightest bit romantic,
despite the best attempts of my two to-

mato-sauce-faced kids.
Though you could easily spend a

weekend playing at Jellystone and not
hear one whine of boredom from your

kiddos, we wanted to check out some

of the nearby attractions as well. We
strolled around Gruene, home of the fa-

mous historic dance hall, about 15 min-

utes from the campground. Also nearby
are Natural Bridge Caverns and Natu-

ral Bridge Wildlife Ranch.
On our final day, we headed with our

friends to River Sports Tubes, an outfit-
ter in Canyon Lake, to float the Guada-
lupe River. (You'll get a discount booking
through Jellystone's Camp Store-$13
per person for the tube rental and trans-

portation, $7 off the regular price.) De-

pending on the season and amount of

rainfall, the water can flow rapidly in

sections. As I clung tightly to my son's
tube going over a stretch of choppy

waves, we came up with a nonsensical

chant that somehow made us feel a bit
braver every time we said it: "Rapids!

Rapids! We don't care. We'll show you
our underwear!"

Soon we were all laughing hysteri-

cally, which was by then a standard ac-

tivity for our family's weekend at Jelly-
stone-something that hasn't changed

since I was a kid. *

/7 7 ' "' 7,77,

r JELLYSTONE PARK
HILL COUNTRY
is at 12915 FM 306 in Canyon Lake.

Call 830/256-0088; www.jelly
stonehillcountry.com. For more on
the seven Jellystone campgrounds

in Texas, see www.campjelly
stone.com/campgrounds/

texas-campgrounds.
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By the Light of the Moon
NIGHTTIME KAYAKING ON SPRING LAKE

text by Melissa Gaskill

ENEATH FADING EARLY EVENING
light, I slip across glassy water over the
reflections of large cypress and pecan

trees along the bank. Swallows swoop

fearlessly overhead and a fish splashes
nearby. The calls of birds gradually yield
to a chorus of frogs. A great blue heron
flaps across the lake, its neck a graceful

fold. The sky turns dark, and at last, an ethereal, creamy light
filters through the trees.

A full-moon kayak tour of Spring Lake in San Marcos of-
fers one of the best ways to enjoy both this lunar phenomenon
and unique body of water.

The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, part
of Texas State University, manages Spring Lake and coordi-
nates water resources conservation and research. The center
recently teamed up with REI Outdoor School to offer kayak-
ing and stand-up paddleboard lessons and tours, which offer

As our group
launches at

dusk, enough
light remains
that we can

peer through
the crystalline
water at some
of the springs
bubbling from
the bottom.

visitors a more athletic experience than

the popular glass-bottom boat tours.

"The Meadows Center and REI are, in
many ways, in the same business, that of
encouraging people to enjoy and respect
the outdoors," says Meadows Center Ex-
ecutive Director Andrew Sansom. REI

provides all the gear along with instruc-
tion and information about the aquifer
and springs that create the lake.

REI outdoor instructor Amber Davis

is leading our group of kayakers under

April's full moon. "On full-moon paddle

tours, you get the whole lake to your-
self," she says. "After the sun sets, you
see different wildlife than you do dur-

ing daytime tours. You can float qui-
etly and just listen, and you'll likely



hear more animals than you could see

during the day." That night, we heard a

slap on the water that turned out to be

a beaver. Davis often sees deer coming

to the water to drink, as well as herons,

egrets, and hawks. More than 25 differ-

ent types of waterfowl live in or migrate

through the area during the year.

As our group launches at dusk,

enough light remains that we can peer

through the crystalline water at some

of the springs bubbling from the bot-

tom-some as deep as 40 feet. There

are at least 200 springs, and the water

emerges directly from the Edwards

Aquifer, flowing so fast that Spring

Lake completely refreshes itself every

24 hours or so.

The water harbors an underwater for-

est of Cabomba (an aquatic plant with

furry stalks like bottle-brushes), long-
leafed arrowhead grass, and Texas wild
rice, an endangered plant that grows no-

where else in the world. Open patches of

sand mark the springs, as the power of

their flow prevents vegetation from tak-

ing hold. Davis points out a few specific

springs, including those named Salt

and Pepper, Cream of Wheat, and Weis-

muller. The latter gets its name from

actor and Olympic swimmer Johnny

Weismuller, who reportedly drank from

it (nearly drowning in the process) while

filming here in the 1960s. I look for fish
in the open areas-largemouth bass,

redbreast sunfish, Rio Grande cichlids,

spotted gar, and American eel call the

lake home-and I spot several red-eared

slider turtles as well.

In addition to supporting aquatic

life, the springs have attracted people

from every period of human habitation

known in Central Texas, including Pa-

leo-Indians 12,000 years ago and people

from the Archaic period between 7,000

B.C. and A.D. 800. In the 1500s, Span-
ish expeditions traveled the region, with

the first recorded crossing of the San

Marcos River occurring in 1690.
European explorers first settled this

area in 1755, but settlements failed to

take root until 1845, when General Ed-

ward Burleson bought part of a land

PHOTO: Courtesy Meadows Center, Andy Heatwole

Always a Great Time in Kerrville!
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TEXAS WILD

grant that included the springs. Bur-

leson, who moved to Texas as part
of Stephen F. Austin's second colony

and fought in the Texas Revolution,

helped establish the town of San Mar-

cos in 1851. He also built a dam across

these waters to run a gristmill, creat-

ing Spring Lake. That original struc-
ture, albeit shored up and fortified over
the years, still stands. After Burleson's

death, the land changed hands sev-

eral times before A.B. Rogers bought

it in 1926 and built Spring Lake Hotel,
which opened in 1929.

In 1949, his son Paul Rogers rigged

a paddleboat with a glass bottom so

he could show people the underwater

springs. Paul soon built more glass-

bottom boats and developed a theme

park around them named Aquarena

Springs, adding a submarine the-

ater, sky ride, observation tower, pio-

neer village, restaurant, and hillside

trails. It operated until the mid-1990s,

r-
THE MEADOWS CENTER FOR
WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT
is at 201 San Marcos Springs D.

in San Marcos. Full-moon
kayak tours cost $55 for REI

members, $60 for non-members.

Call 512/245-9200; www.
meadowscenter.txstate.edu.

becoming famous for a swimming pig

named Ralph and mermaid shows in

the submarine theater.

In 1994, Texas State University

(known then as Southwest Texas State

University) purchased the land and

began converting it into an environ-

mental education center. The former

hotel now houses offices and Discov-

ery Hall, which features a 1,000-gallon

aquarium; an exhibit of endangered

Texas blind salamanders, San Mar-

cos salamanders, and fountain darters;

and an interactive exhibit about the Ed-

wards Aquifer. That aquifer spreads be-

neath part of seven Texas counties and

feeds seven major springs in addition to

these at Spring Lake.
Davis leads our group of kayakers

near the dam, where we listen to water

pouring from Spring Lake over two

spillways. From here, it flows as the
San Marcos River about four miles to
the Guadalupe and, from there, to the
Gulf of Mexico.

I stop and drift several times as we

paddle back to where we put in, catch-

ing the reflection of the moon on the

water, a blink of fireflies in the trees,
and ripples on the surface from the

force of water gushing out below. In

the near-darkness, with just these few

boats around, it is easy to imagine what

it was like when the first people stum-

bled upon this watery treasure. Per-

haps they had the light of a moon like

this one. *
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HEROES
BORN

HERE.
Experience a place where the heroes of today can honor
the heroes of the past, and inspire the heroes of tomorrow.
From the Admiral Nimitz Museum, to the Pacific Combat
Zone, to the interactive George H.W. Bush Gallery, the
National Museum of the Pacific War offers an exciting telling of
WWII in the Pacific, and the rich story of the fight for our freedom.
PacificWarMuseum.org

NATIONAL MUSEUM
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EAT

EG UL A RS W HO M AK E T H E
drive out to Pieous, a pizzeria

and bakery on the western out-

skirts of Austin, know to expect

a line; it's part of the experience,

really. The inscriptions scrawled

on the chalkboard walls serve as

a reminder that pizza this good is

meant to be anticipated with pa-

tient reverence. "Food is our reli-

gion" is artfully inscribed at the entrance, while another wall
invites diners to "come worship at the altar of Pieous." Here,
dough is the deity, and the tabernacle of a hearth glows bright

as pizza makers skillfully twirl each round into pie perfection.

Located on US 290 West, just before the city of Austin

morphs into Dripping Springs, the barn-red restaurant has

been drawing in devoted diners six days a week since open-

ing in February 2013. (On Monday, "our dough rests" reads

the sign at the door.) On any given day or night, the restau-

rant is animated with conversation from the diverse congre-

gation within: families with kids, groups of teens, couples,

sports teams, and business comrades. In the center of the

PIEOUS
is at 12u05 US)290
West in Austin.

Call 512/394-7041.

dining room, those seated at the com-

munity tables often blend together like

one big party.

"This is our passion, and we want

Pieous to feel like our home," says co-

owner Paige Kaner. She met her hus-

band Josh in the '90s while working
at Virgin Records in Los Angeles, and

the two bonded over their shared love

of food. "For our first date, Josh cooked

me a five-course meal, all scratch-made,

featuring his delicious penne arrabbi-
ata," she remembers with a smile.

Many meals later, Josh (then a CPA)
and Paige (a music attorney) decided to

leave the bustle of Los Angeles for Aus-

tin. Josh had already begun making Ne-
apolitan pizza from a sourdough starter

he had developed in California, and the

couple's home pizza parties continued

in Texas. When a barbecue restaurant

came up for sale just five minutes from

49
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Despite its somewhat
outlying location, Pieous

has become a popular
destination for Austinites

and a necessary pit stop
for anyone driving to

and from the Hill Country.

their house, the Kaners decided to take

a leap of faith, leave their careers, and

pursue their passion for foodmaking by

opening Pieous.

"The area was in desperate need of

great, scratch-made food," says Josh.

"We wanted to serve our community

and all our family and friends, and

frankly, our home is not big enough

for everyone!"

Josh gutted and redesigned the inte-

rior of the restaurant and found a way

to use an industrial smoker that had

been left behind-making pastrami.

Being a natural-born perfectionist, he

experimented with brining and smok-

ing until he'd fine-tuned a winning rec-

ipe. Tender and flavorful, Josh's house-

made pastrami is sold by the pound, by

the sandwich, or as a platter, accompa-

nied by house-made sourdough bread,

pickles, and mustard.

Despite its somewhat outlying loca-

tion, Pieous has become a popular des-

tination for Austinites and a necessary

pit stop for anyone driving to and from

the Hill Country. On a stretch of high-

way where you are more likely to see

roadside barbecue joints or jerky shops,

artisan Neapolitan pizza is a welcome-

and unexpected-treat.
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Pieous is one of only a few pizzerias in
the state to hold Vera Pizza Napoletana

certification, a denomination of control

(DOC) established by the Italian gov-
ernment to regulate quality ingredients

and traditional cooking style.

Signage bearing the VPN seal of ap-
proval and mounted over the wood-

fired oven proclaims, "There are only

5 ingredients in our hand-mixed

dough: flour, water, salt, yeast, and

love." Per tradition, each 12-inch pizza

is baked at 900 degrees for just 9o sec-

onds, resulting in a thin center and

thicker, chewy crust, marked with the

occasional charred bubble.

The classic Margherita, with its
bright San Marzano tomatoes, fresh

mozzarella, and fragrant torn basil,

is beautiful in its simplicity, but many

creative options are also available. Fa-

vorites include the pizza topped with

Brussels sprouts, fresh mozzarella, and

a house-made spicy-sweet marmalade,

Savory Italian pies aren't
the restaurant's only

round offerings; you'll find
a variety of sweet pies, too,

in flavors like blueberry
and banana cream.

or the one topped with fresh mozza-

rella, blue cheese, arugula, and bacon

marmalade.

Savory Italian pies aren't the res-

taurant's only round offerings; you'll

find a variety of sweet pies, too, in fla-

vors like blueberry and banana cream.

Additional desserts include chocolate

chip cookies, salted caramel cheese-

cake, tiramisu, panna cotta, and tres

leches parfaits.

This past spring, the Kaners

opened a bakery concept called Pie-

e-Tea right next door to Pieous. Josh

has now added French-style pas-

tries to his repertoire, using the same

sourdough starter used in Pieous' piz-

zas and breads. The slate-blue struc-

ture features an oak-shaded patio

and a window for ordering coffee and
croissants, pain au chocolat, and other

morning pastries.
"Being able to live our dream and

achieving this level of success is very re-

warding, but the most rewarding things
are our customers' support and how

proud our children are of us," says Josh.

"It warms our hearts when our kids'

teachers tell us how much they beam

when talking about all the yummy food

their Mommy and Daddy make."

After almost four years in business,

the Kaners remain focused on their pas-

sion as new restaurants like Lox, Box &

Barrel open their doors nearby. "The

more food options, the better," says Josh,

who says their family has been known

to eat pizza six nights a week. "Our kids

would eat it everyday, but we are closed

on Mondays!" *
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BEST BEFACH N GALVESTON

A timeless hotel directly on the best beach in Galveston Texas
and just Minutes away trom the Seawall & Strand Attractions

www.galvestonian.com 1 (888) 526-6161
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The Ice Age
HOUSTON'S CHANGING ICEHOUSE CULTURE

text by Veronica Meewes

T'S A SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AND THE
rows of picnic tables are quickly filling up out-

side at Houston's West Alabama Ice House. In-

side, regulars settle into prized spots on cush-

ioned swiveling stools while a bartender in a

red Houston Texans T-shirt pops open beer bot-

tles and juggles conversations with ease and a

sunny smile.

In the backyard, kids play basketball while

groups of friends retreat to wooden corner

benches, where they sip Lone Star and someone picks up a

guitar for some bluesy guitar riffs.

"We've got over 80 years of beer drinking in this neighbor-

hood," says owner Pete Markantonis matter-of-factly. Built in

In recent years,
a new wave

of bar-owners
and restau-
rateurs have

started paying
homage to

Houston's ice-
house culture
with inspired

concepts.

1928, the icehouse has been in his fam-

ily since 1985, when his dad Jerry, a

longtime bar-owner in the downtown

area, looked to the Montrose neighbor-

hood for his next venture.

"When we got here, this area had

abandoned houses and businesses, and

groups of homeless people walking

down the street," remembers Markan-

tonis. "So it's gone through a lot of

changes since I started working here

when I was 18. Imagine what it was

like in the early days. West Alabama

Street was a dirt road, and this was

a country store and gas station on

the edge of town. And now it's in the

middle of the city."
When Texas' first ice-manufactur-

ing plants coincided with the arrival

of the railroad in the late 1800s, the

state's fruit, produce, and meat indus-

tries suddenly had a way to transport
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WEST ALABAMA ICE HOUSE
Built ii ) .92 ,Hoi s on

West Alabama Ice House
offers cold beer, outdoor
games, and an easygoing,
casual vibe.
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their products long distances without

risk of spoilage. Before too long, these

"icehouses" began to sell blocks of ice

to consumers, too, who could now keep

perishables like milk, eggs, and pro-

duce fresh in their homes. By the early

1900s, there were icehouses in nearly

every Texas city-and most also sold

beer and soft drinks.
"People didn't have A/C, so you

couldn't hang out in your house- it was

too hot," says Markantonis. "So you ei-

ther hung out in your yard or you went

down to the icehouse and hung out with

everyone else. So an icehouse was a day-

time gathering place where the neigh-

borhood would get together-and it
still is!"

Eventually, as automobiles be-

came widespread in the 1950s, most

icehouses in Texas had turned into

drive-ins, and many sold gasoline,

as well. (In the 1980s, in fact, the sign

for West Alabama Ice House actually

read "West Alabama Drive-in," but

"An icehouse was a
daytime gathering place
where the neighborhood

would get together-
and it still is!"

the Markantonises changed it back to

"Ice House.")
"People would basically drink beer

sitting in their cars, listening to the
radio," says Markantonis. "I have heard
stories that the gas pump was here
until the 1970s but they weren't using it

anymore, and that someone eventually

backed into it. Since then, it's just been
a beer joint."

When the Markantonis family took

over the property in the 1980s, there

were still a number of icehouses operat-

ing throughout the city, but, one by one,

they began to shut down.

The few icehouses that still stand re-

main important neighborhood institu-

tions. Nearby in The Heights, Jimmy's

Ice House has been serving longnecks

straight from Igloo coolers since 1948-

and the music hasn't changed much ei-

ther. Sheffield's Ice House, a 1940s-era

open-air hangout due southeast, regu-

larly hosts live music and competitive
chili cook-offs.

In recent years, a new wave of

bar-owners and restaurateurs have

started paying homage to Houston's

icehouse culture with inspired con-

cepts. Three years ago, a classic ice-

house named D&T Drive Inn was re-

vived; in its new incarnation, the D&T

features 50 beers on tap, board games,

yard games, and a "Buy Your Bud a

Beer" chalkboard where friends can

leave each other drink credits. The

D&T features regular steak nights and

burger nights where Chef Jason Kerr

mans the patio grill for a crowd con-

sisting mainly of Heights regulars.
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TRAVEL

"As big as Houston is, you have to
identify yourself somehow, and being

linked closely with a neighborhood is

a way to do that," says Chef Ryan Pera,

who's part of the team behind Hous-

ton's Revival Market (a craft butcher

shop and cafe) and the Italian res-
taurant Coltivare. "So I think an ice-

house in a neighborhood is going to

be well-supported, because it does feel

so local."

Pera, along with his partner Morgan

Weber, opened Eight Row Flint in a

former Citgo gas station in The Heights
this past winter. Named for an heirloom

variety of corn used to make whiskey

in the colonies (and cultivated by Na-

tive Americans hundreds of years ago),

Eight Row Flint could pass for a clas-

sic Texas icehouse, with its expansive

patio, white patio tables, bench seating,
and George Strait playing just loudly
enough. But behind those garage doors,

you'll find no ordinary bar, with a so-

phisticated whiskey menu and some
of the most complex frozen drinks, car-

bonated cocktails, and other inventive

libations in town.

"Morgan has been in love with bour-

bon for as long as I've known him," says
Pera. At Eight Row Flint, six American

Oak bourbon barrels are hooked up to

a labyrinthine custom-tapping system,

which allows the whiskey to age until
the moment it's siphoned into a glass.
Another interesting twist: Weber and

Pera pay homage to their name via a mo-

bile taqueria in the parking lot, where

they use handcrafted tortillas made

from an heirloom variety of organic

corn. The tacos served here-like the

grilled fish tacos with a fragrant slaw

made with jicama, fennel, and orange;

or the juicy care asada piled with scal-
lions and pickled peppers-are nothing

short of exquisite.

"Certainly, we are not a traditional

icehouse-there's no doubt about it-

but everything has to change, all the

time, or we're in big trouble," says Pera.

Even West Alabama Ice House contin-

ues to adapt to the times. Horseshoe pits

and washers have been replaced with

HOUSTON
ICEHOUSES
The West Alabama Ice House is at

1919 W. Alabama St. Call 713/528-6874.

Eight Row Flint is at 1039 Yale St.

Call 832/767-4002; www.eightrowflint.com.

Jimmy's Ice House is at

2803 White Oak Dr. Call 713/862-7001.

Sheffield's Ice House is at

5118 Telephone Rd. Call 713/847-8552.

The D&T Drive Inn is at

1307 Enid St. Call 713/868-6165;

www.treadsack.com/dtdriveinn.

ping-pong tables. A basketball court oc-

cupies the former shuffleboard court,

and a dry-erase board can barely con-

tain the joint's lengthy beer list, which

now includes selections from such local

breweries as Karbach, Buffalo Bayou,

8th Wonder, and 11 Below. Most of the
former parking lot has been replaced

with an extended patio filled with hand-
built picnic tables.

Don Hardy, an 80-year-old local
perched at the inside bar with a friend,
says he has been coming to West Ala-

bama since long before the Markan-

tonis family bought it, and that the
steadily increasing (and younger) cli-

entele is the most obvious change to his

favorite hangout.

"A crowd like this? Unheard of!" he
says. "When I first started coming here,
everyone was local and had been here

a long time. Now, it's completely dif-
ferent. Houston has outgrown all the
redneck people that were here, you

know? There are a lot more people

here who don't know what we went

through." He takes a sip from his Miller
Lite, which is kept cool by a camo koozie.
"But I don't hold that against them," he
says with a smile. *

IMRCNMUSEUM 
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/tiRemembering Our Fallen

September 9th-14th, 2016,00 Honoring Texans who have fallen
in the War on Terror

Tires, Tracks, and Tents October 14th-15th, 2016
A living history event for the entire family!

rI4
asM

AUGUST 2016 1 texashighways.com 31

, : , s .. ;_ . __ .,a :, _

7L

_

\ t?

a

' . .

, .

l R?4



DRINK

Comfort in a Cup

DENTON'S WEST OAK COFFEE BAR

text by Jennifer Babisak

'M RAISING A PETITE CHOCOHOLIC. IF I
allowed it, my five-year-old would feast on

chocolate for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

I've tried to encourage a broader palate by

taking her to farms, showing her how to plant

seeds, and letting her help in the kitchen-
all to little avail. "I don't like garden food,"
she pronounces.

So we compromise. She takes the requisite
number of vegetable bites, and I occasionally

reward her with sweet treats. So when I hear that there's a

place in nearby Denton that boasts chocolate milk on tap, my

s'

/

/

/

/

r

WEST OAK
COFFEE BAR
is at 114W. Oak St.
in Denton. Call
940/218-2666;
www.westoak
coffeebar.com.

husband and I load up our little choc-
olate lover and her siblings to make a

beeline for West Oak Coffee Bar.
A fresh face in Denton's robust coffee

shop scene, West Oak opened in 2014.
The cafe's warm industrial vibe attracts
plenty of college students, and also ca-
ters to urbanites seeking a sophisticated
coffee scene. While the coffee might be
modern, the building itself is full of his-
toric charm. Constructed in 1882 as a

bank, the building later housed a farm-
loan company and a shoe store, but in

the 1980s it fell into disrepair and was
left vacant for nearly three decades.

In 2013, though, friends Matt Fisher
and Clay Rozell, firefighters in North
Richland Hills and Denton, discovered

the deteriorating building and began
launching plans to lease it and restore
it as a gathering spot for high-qual-
ity coffee and food. Fisher toured the
country and gathered inspiration from

far-flung coffee shops, and he merged
those ideas with trends he noted in the
local market.

The new tenants sought to honor the
building's history with the cafe's decor.
This sensibility shines in a wooden bar
countertop crafted from the flooring of

an old freight-train box car, exposed
brick walls, and a polished banquet
table made of wood from a former bowl-

ing alley floor in Decatur. The two used
some of the building's original base-
boards to create wooden letters spell-
ing out "West Oak," which they display
on a shelf at the front of the shop. All

this original wood contrasts nicely with
contemporary accents like oversize iron
light fixtures, which cast a mellow glow

throughout the space.

Facing the historic Denton County

Courthouse, the cafe offers a prime spot

for people-watching, as crowds often

PHO TO: Michael Amador
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gather on the courthouse lawn for im-

promptu concerts, games of Frisbee,

and picnics. Half-moon transom win-

dows even grant glimpses of the court-

house lawn's stately oak trees swaying

in the wind.

After we settle into low-slung wooden

and leather chairs, the kids dive into

their much-anticipated chocolate milk

on tap. Though I'm not sure they take

the time to savor its nuances, I do; the ni-

trogen-fueled tap creates a surprisingly

full and creamy body.

Facing the historic
Denton County Courthouse,
the cafe offers a prime spot

for people-watching,
as crowds often gather on

the courthouse lawn
for impromptu concerts,

games of Frisbee,
and picnics.

Rozell tells me that the beverage ap-
peals to adults as much as it does to chil-

dren. "It's a feel-good beverage," he says,

"It brings back memories of childhood."
Mixing milk with sugar and cocoa

has long influenced American cul-

ture, a fact evidenced in a 1785 letter

to John Adams by Thomas Jefferson,

who wrote: "The superiority of choco-

late, both for health and nourishment,

will soon give it the same preference

over tea and coffee in America which it

has in Spain."

Jefferson certainly esteemed his
chocolate, but he may have undershot
the American appreciation for coffee,

which West Oak brews with particu-

lar attention to detail. The cafe features

espressos made with a variety of milks

(including almond, coconut, and hemp)

as well as house-roasted coffee made in

a manual brewing device called a Hario

V6o. Inevitably, many patrons choose

to combine this expertly roasted coffee

with the chocolate milk on tap.

West Oak's menu features plenty

Gather your herd and hit the trail to

Celebrate Bandera,
September 2-4

ft'l
er . .

>' Guaranteed year round
CAPITAL cowboy fun for all ages!

OF THE
WORLD BanderaCowboy Capi a

t

Kick off your football weekend - or any weekend - with
food, fun, friends and family! Unique dining and

shopping in a historic small town atmosphere makes
Bryan the perfect place to get the fun started.
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DRINK

of other "grown-up" drinks too, from
kombucha on tap to herb-infused ton-

ics and loose-leaf teas. My husband or-
ders a peanut butter pretzel cortado, an
espresso sweetened with milk and pea-

nut butter syrup, which is served in a
glass rimmed with powdered chocolate
and crushed pretzels. And I'm happy
with my cilantro-ginger lemonade,

served in a sugar-rimmed glass. Re-
freshing and only slightly sweet, the
drink boasts a faint hint of spice from
the ginger while the cilantro lends an
herbal zing.

The food section of the menu fea-
tures a carefully curated array of toasts,
soups, muffins, and pies. Vegan and glu-
ten-free options abound in treats like

,.Nf , P :k
T6 1 CC "

terIIh~l U

chia-seed pudding and avocado muf-

fins. Chef Katie Puryear says she aims

to unite these diverse elements with

a theme of "homestyle modern with a
decadent twist."

I'm particularly interested to try the

food trend known as artisanal toast.
West Oak's toast varieties include sweet
bites like sourdough toast topped with
cinnamon cream cheese, bacon, gra-

nola, and blueberry compote; and sa-

vory toasts topped with beet hummus,
avocado, and chili-roasted pumpkin
seeds. I hanker after the Greek Toast,
topped with cucumber slices, tomato,

olives, onions, and feta cheese. And
my husband goes for something heart-

ier; the "SOS" features sourdough

toast topped with two fried eggs and

sausage gravy.

The cafe features espressos
made with a variety of milks

as well as house-roasted coffee
made in a manual brewing
device called a Hario V60.
Inevitably, many patrons

choose to combine this expertly
roasted coffee with the
chocolate milk on tap.

For dessert, we order a few slices of
pie to share. My son scarfs down the
vegan key lime, which marries creamy

tartness with a rich Graham cracker

crust. And the rest of us haggle over
bites of the strawberry-basil and co-

conut-cream pies. The latter is a deca-
dently creamy concoction garnished
with crushed pretzels and a drizzle of

caramel. Ranking as my favorite slice,
the strawberry-basil pie combines a

light and fluffy mousse filling with a
drizzle of zesty strawberry-basil puree.

We may have come to West Oak to in-

dulge the whims of our children, but we
found a wide range of delicious food and

drink that appealed to all ages. Maybe

we should set our compass in pursuit of

chocolate milk more often. *
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NextWeekend ABILENE

AKING PLANS TO SE E A
friend's art gallery show in
downtown Abilene, I pounced
on the opportunity to make
it a weekend trip. That way,
I could revel in some of the
stylish new digs that make
Abilene such a great over-

night escape these days.
Thanks to developer Terry Browder, a significant menu of

appealing guesthouses await, along with one very fine bou-
tique hotel. Best of all, the Sayles Ranch Guesthouses and Say-
les Landmark bed and breakfast all sit in the middle of town,
not even five minutes from the Grace Museum-a sophisti-

cated institution combining an art museum, history museum,

and children's museum-and everything else I wanted to see.
Arriving in Abilene for our first Sayles lodging experience,

my husband andI quickly realized that Terry's creations are

among the most beautiful in West Texas. The houses, cot-
tages, and inn lie in a three-square-block area within the

The
DISTANCE

to
ABILENE

7/4 
7

Amarillo
275 miles;

4 hours

Fort Worth
150 miles;
2.25 hours

"Abilene is
finally at a

place where
you can have

the experience
of eating great
food, checking

out craft
breweries or
going to a

cool winery,
then going
back to the
Landmark
to relax."

Houston
350 miles;

6 hours

Sayles Historic District, immediately

southwest of downtown near McMurry
University. The cottages are perfect for

solo travelers and twosomes looking

for a weekend escape. The houses with
three and four bedrooms beg for family

reunions and girlfriend getaways.
The guesthouses, built from the 1930s

to the 1950s, are showplaces unto them-
selves. Leather sofas, Oriental rugs,
thick bath towels, and modern kitchens

make each one a place I'd enjoy visiting
again. Details vary dramatically from

one to the next, but each offers the same
standard of luxury. In the one-bed-
room Hideout, the bed crafted from
Texas cedarlogs bears a Vera Wang mat-

tress and Ralph Lauren bedding. The
four-bedroom house called City Slick-
ers has Pendleton blankets on the beds

: San Antonio
245 miles;

* 4 hours

El Paso
455 miles;
6.5 hours 77pK
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and a saltwater swimming pool in back.

Terry's gift is his ability to thoroughly

renovate each home and imbue them

with their own personalities, complete

with distinctive design elements. Often

these are innovative, such as in the Cot-

ton-Eyed Joe house, where hardbound

book covers coat the breakfast room

walls, giving it a library feel. In the
same house, the bathroom walls are

covered with distressed tin ceiling tiles

and exposed, painted shiplap, sans plas-

ter or drywall.

Terry came from southwest Okla-

homa to attend Abilene Christian

University in 1972 and never left. He's
worked in real estate, and thanks to

his adventurous spirit, he has also en-

joyed a career in researching property

titles throughout the region. He discov-

ered that he liked serving as a host after

working for a few years in a church min-

istry that provided housing for people

needing accommodation near Abilene's

medical center.

Combined with a budding passion

for renovation and interior design, the

innkeeper role began to appeal more

and more. When he and his wife Laura

sent their last kid to college and found

themselves empty-nesters in 2003, they

PHOTOS: Courtesy Sayles Landmark (left); Kevin Stillman

purchased the four-bedroom home next

door to their own and spent a year de-

veloping the Sayles Ranch, their first

guesthouse. The nine that followed took

about nine months each to renovate.

Though the lodgings function as a
full-time business, Terry continues

working in title research at courthouses

across West Texas. His road trips afford

prime opportunities to search small-

town antiques shops and estate sales

for treasures that he can employ in his

design work.

The best place to see Terry's genius is

the Sayles Landmark, a bed and break-
fast that opened in 2014 and his great-

est labor of love. Sitting on a one-acre

corner lot, the 1880s Queen Anne-style

home was built by attorney Henry Say-

les, who developed much of old Abilene.
"The Sayles were the Crawleys, and

this house was the Downton Abbey

of the prairie," Terry told me, allud-

ing to the popular PBS show Downton

Abbey, in which the Crawley family was
akin to local royalty. "When you walk

through this front door, you're entering

a portal to Abilene's past."

Terry never dreamed that a four-year

project awaited him when he bought the

3,400-square-foot home in 2010. The

BRANDON
RHYDER
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renovation held more than its share of

trials, such as the yearlong process of in-

corporating the attic intc the upper floor

to expand the second story. Many a hur-

dle, some seemingly insurmountable,

came with rewiring a home that was
built two years before Electricity came
to Abilene. On top of that, Terry had to
figure out how to add private bathrooms

for the six guestrooms in a house that
was initially designed and built without
indoor plumbing.

"Complying with building code re-
quirements was challenging," Terry

said. "I was stubborn and refused to
accept some of the initial opinions
that doing all this would not be pos-

sible. Thinking outside the box does

bring results."

Working with contractors who solved

problems with him, Terry made the

Sayles Landmark a home that would

be the envy of architects and designers

anywhere. Each room and its accompa-

nying bath feel organic; never does an el-

ement seem forced. The blending of old

and new is best accomplished by some-

one with Terry's innate sense of style-

antique tin ceiling panels from a cen-

tury-old bootmaker's shop in the town
of Winters with new tufted-velvet head-
board upholstery; a bathroom outfitted

with an antique French buffet turned

into a marble-topped vanity, paired

38 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2016

with white subway tile in the shower.

Terry's implementation of repur-
posed fixtures and furniture charmed
me. In a downstairs suite called the
Judge's Chambers, he has placed an
old desk from the Anson post office,
along with post office mail cubbies now
filled with candles. Huge, ornate light
fixtures hanging in the kitchen and
den came from a church in Ballinger.

A mobile suspended above a dining
table is fashioned from 47 l9th-Cen-
tury jailhouse keys. A stairwell railing
is crafted from an old cemetery fence.

At the same time, each of the guest-
rooms and bathrooms offers every mod-

ern convenience, from a smart TV to a
USB port by the bed, a mini-fridge, cof-
fee pot, and all the requisite bath good-
ies. In each bedroom, there's a comfy

place to curl up with a book, complete

with good reading
light, too.

The Sayles Land-
mark's exterior ele-

ments hold as much

appeal: Along the

fence on one side of
the house, old theater
props from the Dal-
las Ballet Company
serve as architectural

arches. On the other

side, iceberg rose
bushes festoon a mag-

nificent arbor that

serves as a grand en-

trance to a large out-

door area that's pop-

ular for weddings.

Next to the arbor, a newly built swim-

ming pool featuring spillways, jets, and

fountains creates a European look that

enhances the setting's use for rehearsal

dinners and other parties.

While we toured, I couldn't help but

imagine hosting a big family reunion
here at Sayles Landmark. As though

reading my mind, Terry told me the

remodeled home's first event was his

own family's Thanksgiving weekend

celebration.

Terry's contribution to Abilene's

PHOTOS: Courtesy Sayles Landmark; Kevin Stillman (inset)



hospitality scene draws appreciation
from those involved in entertaining out-

of-town guests. Ryan Feerer, a design
professor at Abilene Christian Univer-

sity and co-owner of the downtown res-

taurant Abi-Haus, says Terry has intro-
duced "something special and unique,

which we desperately needed.

"There is a certain level of intimacy

that comes with a boutique hotel like
the Landmark, and people want that,"

Feerer says. "Abilene is finally at a place

where you can have the experience of
eating great food, checking out craft

breweries or going to a cool winery, then
going back to the Landmark to relax.
It's wonderful."

Terry is now looking ahead to his
next projects. He just finished reno-
vating a mid-century home across
town, calling it Mad Men (after the TV

show set in the period), renting it pri-
marily as corporate housing. Another
project in the Sayles Historic District

promises to be a two-year undertaking:
the renovation of a five-bedroom, cen-
tury-old guesthouse. Another, the one

he's already calling Downton Abbey,
will feature an English library motif,

with the walls wrapped by vintage law-
book covers.

Clearly, we will need lots of return

visits to Abilene over the next sev-
eral years to stay in as many of these

houses as possible. These days, over-
night lodging is part of the treat when

visiting Abilene. *

SAYLES RANCH
GUESTHOUSES
offers nine lodgings in

Abilene, ranging from *

one to four bedrooms. /

Nightly rates start at $195

and go up to $650. Call 325/669-6856;

www.saylesranch.com.

Sayles Landmark bed and breakfast,

which has six guestrooms, is at 642

Sayles Blvd. in Abilene. Nightly rates
range from $195 to $295. Call 325/
670-9402; www.sayleslandmark.com.
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Just after sunset under a wide-open Texas sky, a
colossal outdoor movie screen towers over a sea of
cars. In the fading light, the glow of colored bulbs
and neon tubes lights the way to the obligatory
snack bar, and a light breeze carries the irresistible
aroma of fresh popcorn and deep-fried delights like
corn dogs and funnel cake. It's an experience you
won't find anywhere else. Welcome to the drive-in.

Moviegoers at the drive-in forego the air-con-
ditioning and stadium seating of the
brick-and-mortar cinema for the free-
dom of watching a movie in their cars,
beneath the stars. Some hunker down

in the front seat, while others get cozy
with blankets and pillows atop air mat-

tresses in the beds of their pickups. At

some theaters, moviegoers ditch their
vehicles to kick back in reclining lawn
chairs or on picnic blankets. Kids play ,
on a nearby swing set, linger around
the concession stand, or throw a foot- half
ball around until showtime. or S

As the sky darkens and the stars mov
begin to twinkle, the projector flashes side
on, bringing the screen to life. And so befo
the show begins. cars

For some moviegoers, a trip to the Pea
drive-in is a cruise down memory lane kids
and a chance to share the open-air movie area
experience with their children. For mid
those new to the concept, the drive-in tow
is a novel yet nostalgic way to catch the from
latest Hollywood blockbusters. hou,

By most accounts, the first drive-in D
theater opened in Camden, New Jersey, cars
in 1933. From the mid-1930s through ben(
the 1950s, drive-ins spread across cha
the country; according to the United cad
Drive-In Theater Owners Association, chin
there were more than 4,000 drive-ins the
across the United States during the in- shov
dustry's heyday in the late 1950s. Texas F
alone boasted almost 400. Today there ever
are fewer than 20 drive-ins left in Texas rem

whe
born
Cat

dau

Th

St. in

(and roughly 340 in the entire country), but those

numbers are rising as a new generation of movie-

goers discovers their appeal.

Aside from such technological advances as dig-
ital projectors and 3-D movies, the drive-in expe-
rience hasn't changed much over the years. We've
picked eight Lone Star drive-ins, each with their
own character and charm, to seek out this summer.
Enjoy the show!

+

Granbury, it seems, just wait-
ng for the drive-in to open is
fthe fun. On any given Friday
aturday, cars full of eager
viegoers start lining up out-
the Brazos at least an hour
re the gates open. Before long,

are parked up and down West
rl Street, while locals gab and
play in the Brazos' grassy

near the entrance. In the

dle of it all, the movie screen
ers over the trees just one mile

n the historic downtown court-
se square.

ating to 1952, when most
had flashy chrome, fins, and

ch seats, the Brazos hasn't
nged much in the ensuing de-
es. The original popcorn ma-
te still works, and cars still fill
spots on weekends to enjoy a

w on the Brazos' single screen.
families keep coming back,
through the generations. "I

ember watching a movie here
n my daughter was a new-

t," says Granbury resident

hy Bauer. "Now she brings her
ghter here."
ie Brazos Drive-In is at 1800 W. Pearl
Granbury. See www.thebrazos.com.

ith 1950s speakers, a pet-
friendly policy, and a lineup

of independent films,1980s fa-
vorites, and modern cult classics
like Grease and Raiders of the Lost

Ark, the Blue Starlite Mini Urban
Drive-In fits perfectly with Austin's
"retro-is-new" character and food-
truck culture. In fact, the Blue
Starlite's rehabbed-RV concession
trailer offers treats like hot dogs,
brownies, and something you
might not expect-a kit to make
real s'mores (including marsh-
mallows and wooden skewers)
at the drive-in's fire pit.

The Blue Starlite launched as
a small-screen outdoor theater in
an east Austin alleyway in 2010.

Today, you'll find the theater on
the grounds of Austin Studios in
the new Mueller neighborhood,
with out-of-state locations in
Florida and Colorado.

Blue Starlite is at 1901 E. 51st St. in
Austin. See www.bluestarlitedrivein.com.
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NEW BRAUNFELS

II sweeping vista of rolling wheat

and cornfields comes into view

as you near New Braunfels' Stars &

Stripes Drive-in. You can't help but
notice its tall neon sign and three stark

white movie screens rising up in the

middle of this rural setting.
As the sun sets, cars cruise the rows

to find the best movie-viewing spots.
The Stars & Stripes Fifties Cafe be-
comes the focal point of activity as

hungry moviegoers line up for eats

and treats. A sleek mid-century design
with a glass wall, classic diner booths,

and globe pendant lights gives the cafe

a retro feel. Outside, strands of lights
illuminate the covered patio and play-

ground with a warm glow.
It seems fitting that owner Ryan

Smith would get into the drive-in busi-

ness. Smith grew up hearing stories

ahnut the popular sky-Viue Drive Tn

in Lamesa, which his grandfather ran

for many years. With theater life in his

blood, Smith opened the first Stars &

Stripes in 2003 in Lubbock, followed

by this New Braunfels location in 2015.
The Stars & Stripes Drive-In (Lubbock)

is at 5101 Clovis Hwy. The Stars & Stripes

(New Braunfels) is at 1178 Kroesche Ln.

For both locations, see www.driveinusa.com.
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" n the setting sun, it's hard to

t miss the Showboat's neon sig-

nage and "chasing-light" marquee

shining like a beacon on FM 2920,
40 miles northwest of downtown

Houston. On busy summer nights,

800 cars pack in to catch the latest

family-friendly, first-run flicks on

one of two screens.
Hungry moviegoers hit up the

snack bar to chow down on good-

ies like chili-cheese hot dogs and

chicken strips. Another reason

to visit the concession stand are

the vintage arcade games and the

two massive 1940s RCA Mighty-

Ninety Arc Lamp projectors on

display in the center of the lobby.
The Showboat opened in March

2006, and the owners plan to open

a second location in Pearland in

the summer of 2017.

The Showboat is at 22422 FM 2920 in

Hockley. See www.theshowboatdrivein.com.
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pen since 1950, The Last Drive-In Picture Show

is not only one of the nation's oldest surviving

drive-ins, it's also one of the few "mo-ped" theaters

(allowing both cars and pedestrians) in the United
States. Another twist: You can catch first-run feature

films under the stars or in the air-conditioned comfort

of a 200-seat cinema.
There's a third viewing option, as well: You can also

experience the drive-in movie from an indoor viewing

room called "The Box," which provides theater seating

behind a wall of windows with a commanding view of

the drive-in screen.

As a teenager, owner Gene Palmer began working

at the drive-in-then named the Circle S Drive-In The-

ater-the year it opened. In 1964, he bought it, and in

1990, he changed the name to The Last Drive-In Picture

Show. In 2003, Palmer restored and modified the neon

marquee from the defunct Tem-Bel Drive-In Theatre

in Temple and installed it at his theater. It shines as an

homage to the drive-in theater's golden age and to a tra-

dition he's proud to carry into the 21st Century.

The Last Drive-In Picture Show is at 2912 Texas 36 in Gatesville.

Call 254/865-8445.
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Dinner and a movie.

Cockwise from above: The

Galaxy in Ennis, the Coyote "

in Fort Worth, and the Town

& Covery in Abilene.
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II whimsical theme meetsthe latest in high-tech 3-D

cinema at the Galaxy Drive-In,

just 30 miles south of downtown

Dallas. A kitschy marquee

with crooked lettering reading

"GALAXY" and colored flashing
lights mark the entrance, and a

life-size giraffe and cluster of

illuminated palm trees draw your

attention to the Galaxy's 18-hole

miniature golf course.

Car speakers from the 1950s

and a snack bar painted with

retro hamburger and popcorn

designs suggest that you've

traveled in time to 1958-yet the

Galaxy opened in 2004. On busy

weekends, up to 1,500 carloads

of moviegoers pack into the

Galaxy to watch first-run films

on seven screens.

The Galaxy is at 5301 N. 1-45 in Ennis.

See www.galaxydriveintheatre.com.

ehind the projector building
at the Town & Country

Drive-in, a pump jack pulls crude

oil out of the ground as carloads of

moviegoers enjoy a double feature.

Welcome to Abilene's historic

Town & Country Drive-In.

Inside the snack bar, which

offers standard fare like pizza,

funnel cakes, burgers, and chili,

moviegoers find black-and-white

checkered floors, movie posters,

and bags of fluffy cotton candy-

and the throwback decor is

authentic.

Opened during the height of the

drive-in craze in 1956, the Town

& Country was once one of seven

drive-ins operating in Abilene.

To set themselves apart, the T&C

went big-becoming Texas'

largest drive-in at the time with

capacity for 1,475 cars.
Closed in 1981, the theater was

revamped in July 2000 and ex-

panded in 2013. These days, the
Town & Country can screen four

movies at once.

The Town & Country is at

2902 Vogel St. in Abilene.

See www.towncountrydrivein.com.

Families and couples arrivewell ahead of the movie to

enjoy the Coyote Drive-In's breezy

open-air patio and spacious beer

garden-a central hub with picnic

tables under a corrugated steel roof.

The Coyote is located just north

of downtown Fort Worth on a

bend in the Trinity River called

Panther Island. With commanding

views of the Fort Worth skyline,

people enjoy live music as they

line up at the bar for wine and

beer. The focus is on local craft

beers like Fort Worth's own

Rahr & Sons and Martin House
Brewing Company.

To satisfy your hunger, hit up

the "Canteen," which offers

classic eats like burgers, fries,
and Frito pies. And if concession

fare doesn't float your boat, the

theater rotates food trucks with

treats like duck quesadillas,

tacos, and barbecue.
One tip: Come early. "When

we're busy, there will be a line

of cars all the way down the

street to the courthouse," says

General Manager Reagan Noble.

"So get here early to find a good

parking spot and enjoy the food

and drinks."

Look out for the Coyote's newest

location opening in Lewisville

this summer. *

The Coyote Drive-In is at 223 NE 4th St.

in Fort Worth. See www.coyotedrive-in.com.

A history buff and an unabashed
fan of neon,freelance writer
and photographer Eric W. Poh
crisscrossed the state researching
this story. "I rediscovered simple
pleasures like watching a movie
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THE SWEET SIDE
OF TEXAS SUMMERS?

SWIMMING-HOLE
SATISFACTION

TEXT BY PAM LEBLANC

PHOTOGRAPHS BY
KENNY BRAUN

linting pools of blue-green water. Rug-

ged limestone bluffs, fuzzy with moss.

A rope swing, knotted for better grip,
looped over the branch of a towering tree.

In Texas, we love our swimming holes as

much as we love barbecue and country music.

We've got plenty of them worth bragging

about, too. From east to west and north to

south, shimmering natural ponds and river

respites abound, beckoning us to kick off our

sandals and take a flying leap.
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Our advice? Give in to the temptation. To

help you plot your adventure, we've rounded

up a few of our favorites.

But nature has a way of taking away what

she gives, and swimming holes are fickle

things. What you see today could shrink

like a grape into a raisin in a few short weeks.

If you're itching to dangle your toes in some

glorious, nature-made aquariums, do it

while you can.

Just remember to take some precautions.

Lifeguards aren't on duty in many of these

spots. Make sure you know how to swim, and

don't dive into shallow water or anywhere you

can't see the bottom. Never swim alone. Wear

appropriate footwear-many of our picks

require short but sometimes tricky hikes.

And while some of these places close just

after a heavy rain because of flooding or run-

off pollution, recent rainy seasons have also

recharged many Texas swimming holes with

cool, refreshing water.
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FROM PREVIOUS SPREAD

DAINGERFIELD
STATE
PARK

Daingerfield

T he perfect place to perfect
a cannonball? It's hard to

argue against the wooden swim

platform 30 yards offshore
from the pine-rimmed lake at

Daingerfield State Park.
The woodsy, 506-acre park in

far northeast Texas opened in

1938. The Civilian Conservation

Corps built an earthen dam in the

Cypress Creek drainage to cre-

ate the lake, then added a combi-

nation bathhouse and concession

building, a boathouse, and a small

fishing lodge. Three smaller cab-
ins were added later, and they're

available for rental.

In the 1940s and '50s, teenagers

flocked here to swim in the lake
and dance to music from a juke-

box on hot summer nights. Pine

trees tower high over the camp-

sites, swaying in the wind and

dropping cones and needles that

create a springy carpet.

But the lake remains the focus.

On warm days, kids drape them-

selves over the floating deck like
turtles on a log. Visitors can rent

canoes, kayaks, or paddleboats

from the old boathouse, or buy a

candy bar or rent horseshoes from

the park store.

Also popular is fishing for chain

pickerel, largemouth bass, catfish,

brim, and crappie. Motorboats are

permitted, but they can only put-

ter; no wakes are allowed.

Daingerfield State Park is at
455 Park Rd. 17, two miles east

of Daingerfield. Call 903/645-2921;

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/

daingerfield.

FORT.
CLARK

SPRINGS

Brackettville

I ' .f4

4r A

6

t / q

A sign greets visitors ss they cross a stream cf water on their way to the shimmering pool tuckedamid shady live oak, pecan, cypress, and mulberry trees at Fort Clark Springs: "When you cross
Las Moras Creek, your sirs are washed away.

In case that doesn't work out, count cn a dip n the expansive pool for an equally cleansing expe-
rience. Fort Clark bills the 1-million gallon, can't-believe-it's-in-the-middle-of-the-southwest-Texas-

scrubland oasis as the third-largest spring-fed swimming pool in the state. It has a cement bottom,
plus a bathhouse for changing an benches and picric tables for lingering.

Some contend the wa:er temperature stays a constant 68 degrees year-round, but it often feels
a few degrees warmer, wlich makes it perfect for lollygagging, and there's ample room for logging
long, leisurely laps.

It's got history, too. George S. Pattc.n Jr. probably once swished his toes in these waters. Long
before he became a general, he served oriefly as -egimental commander of the Fifth Cavalry at this
old frontier fort, which dates to the 1350s.

The homeowners association that manages Fort Clark recently discontinued day passes for the

swimming pool, but visitors who stay in :he fort's RV park or the old cavalry barracks, now converted
to a motel, are allowed pcol access.

Fort Clark Springs is on US 90 n Brackettville. Call 830/563-2493; www.fortclark.com.
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Ten separate springs percolate along San Fe-lipe Creek, just upstream from its conflu-

ence with the Rio Grande in Del Rio. The clear
water that gurgles forth supplies the city of Del

Rio and nearby Laughlin Air Force Base-and

feeds a more-than-a-mile-long strip of urban

parkland with pools and streams perfect for es-

caping the South Texas heat.

Stone walking bridges crisscross the creek's

three tributaries, which twist like braids but

ultimately merge into one main flow, bordered

by a paved hike-and-bike trail that leads from
Horseshoe Park to Lions Park. Perch on rocks

scattered in the main fork in the shadow of an

old metal railroad bridge, or climb on an inner

tube (bring your own) for a lazy, water-fueled ride

downstream. Locals call another section that's

popular with children the Pig Pen. Those who

like their swimming a little less wild can drop by

the spring-fed, cement-bottom Moore Park Pool

($1.50 for entry).

Access Horseshoe Park from US 9o in east Del
Rio. The springs are free and open to the public.

Call 830/774-8541; www.cityofdelrio.com/parks.
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INDEPENDENCE
CREEK

PRESERVE

Sheffield

T he water sparkles so clearly in this magical cesert swimming hcle you could be i, the
Bahamas.

But you won't find crowds of sunbathers or swaying palms here. Instead you'll see deep-cut
canyons and scrub-covered mesas, and just out of eyesigl-t lies a prairie-dog village with fa: little
pups that pop up their heads and chirp an alert when anyone strolls past.

It's all part of a 20,000-acre chunk of West Texas purchased by the lhature Conservancy for
water quality protection and habitat conservation. The land lies in the transition zone between
the Edwards Plateau and the Chihuahuan Desert, near the town of Sheffield.

Caroline Spring, located at the preserve's headquarters, produces 3,l00 to 5,000 gal ons of
water per minute. That water, held in check by a snal dam, forms two lakes-a three-acre pool
with a stone retaining wall along one side and a more natural 11-acre one. You'll have tc fight
the ducks for space on the wooden dock on the large- la-:e, which provides the perfect place to
stage a diving competition.

Water that passes through the lakes washes into lnde endence Creek, which flows into the
Pecos River less than a mile downstream.

The preserve opens only during occasional public weekends, held a few times per year. The
next is set for September 10. On those days, there's no charge to camp, fish, hike, or swim.
Call 432/345-6773; www.nature.org/texas.
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A small dam 11 miles downstream from theheadwaters of the Sabinal River creates

a wide, tempting swim spot in the aptly named

Hill Country town of Utopia.

Arrive early to nab a picnic table nestled in the

thick oaks next to the parking area. Then scram-

ble down the riverside slope, where a row of tow-

ering old cypress trees lines the banks.

Brave souls climb a makeshift ladder nailed to

the tallest one and plunge into the cool waters far

below. Less daring visitors float like otters in the

tranquil, emerald-green bliss. When they need a

break from swimming, they can wander over to

the bird blind at the end of the park's circle drive.
The main draw? Besides enough trees to

please a county's worth of woodpeckers, it's all

about that broad, glistening expanse of water.

It's not just for dipping toes-swim-a-holics can

get in a real workout stroking up and down the

length of the pool.

Public restrooms are available, and tent camp-

ing and fishing are allowed. Rustic screened
shelters are available for rental.

Utopia Park is at 241 Utopia Park Rd. Admis-
sion is $5 per day per car (free to area residents).

Call 830/966-3643; www.utopiapark.org.
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T his idyllic spring-fed pond, nestled within the East Texas Piney Woods, draws visitorswho can't resist the lure of ice-cold water, a white sandy bottom, and a good rope swing.

That swing, by the way? Notches in a tree that slants over the water serve as steps, making

it easy to grab the rope and launch into water that hovers around 68 degrees. From there, you

may as well kick back a while and contemplate this place's colorful history.

In the early 1900s, the springs turned a wheel that operated a gristmill here. The Civilian

Conservation Corps built stone retaining walls around the spring in the 1930s, which was

when the Boy Scouts began leasing the property. Troops flocked to the site for campouts until

the 1960s. When they left, organized fox hunts took place at the site. Then, in the 1980s, the

Ozarka Water Company pumped water from the springs.

The spring's owners opened the pool as a park in 2001, complete with a campground and RV

hookups, and a new generation is lazing away summer days playing Marco Polo in its waters.

Camp Tonkawa Springs is at 4675 County Rd. 153 in Garrison. Entry costs $10 per person

age six and older; $5 on Wednesdays, family day. Call 936/564-8888; www.camptonkawa.com.
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JACOB'S
WELL

Wimberley

*

Explore more beautiful

Texas swimming holes,

including Austin's Barton

Creek and Lampasas'

Hancock Springs, at

texasheta.com|

webextra.

W ith its vibrant, deep-blue hue and circu-lar shape, the namesake artesian well at

this popular Wimberley swimming hole looks a

little like the Texas version of one of Yellowstone
National Park's colorful thermal pools.

It's pure Texas, though.

The spring feeds Cypress Creek and the
Blanco River, and the goosebump-inducing,
clear-as-glass water draws big crowds on warm

summer days.

Some sunbathe on limestone cliffs that sur-
round the swimming hole. Though its against
park rules, the bravest fling themselves off those
rocks toward the cave opening, a 12-foot gap so
deep and dark you can't see the bottom. The rest

sit in a foot of water around the perimeter or try

to see how far into the abyss they can swim.

Jacob's Well is part of one of the deepest un-
derwater cave systems in Texas. The main shaft

plunges down 137 feet, with branches that twist
off in every direction. (Scuba diving is prohibited
in Jacob's Well. At least eight people died while
trying to explore the underground network be-
fore Hays County took over the property in 2010,
tearing down condominiums and the remains

of an old RV park that once stood a stone's throw
from the creek.)

Jacob's Well Natural Area is at 1699 Mount
Sharp Rd. in Wimberley. To control crowds, the
county requires online reservations, available

at jwna.checkfront.com/reserve. Entry costs $9
for adults and $5 for Hays County residents, chil-
dren, seniors, and military. Call 512/214-4593; www.
co.hays.tx.us/jwna.aspx.

Pam LeBlanc writes about adventure travel and fitnessfor the Austin American-Statesman.
She swims laps in a pool almost every day, but prefers rope swings and limestone bluffs.
Austin photographer Kenny Braun drove 2,000 miles in two weeks to shoot pictures for this stor y.
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the state's westernmost and

perhaps most historic urban center, has served as a crossroads of the Americas for

more than four centuries. The city rises from the banks of the Rio Grande border-
lands in fine, venerable homes and landmark buildings while contemporary
construction ascends the surrounding desert mountains. The metropolis fills :he
river valley until it reaches a natural pass through the mountain range, spilling
across the state line toward the pueblos and Spanish Colonial cities of modern-day
New Mexico. The expansion follows in the footprints of explorers, traders, Native
Americans, and settlers who began traversing the same route hundreds of years
ago. Despite its Texas city status, El Paso is as much a part of Mexico as it is a part
of the American Southwest, a fact clearly seen in its architecture and culture,
reflecting a unique balance between our distinctly Texas core and the world be-
yond our borders. But the city is balanced in another way that may surprise you.
El Paso harbors a natural world alongside its more celebrated citified one, offering
nature enthusiasts a chance to explore a native desert environment among all the

comforts and attractions of city life.

El Paso harbors a natural
world alongside its more

celebrated citified one,
offering nature enthusi-

asts a chance to explore a
native desert environment
among all the comforts and

attractions of city life.

To experience some of El Paso's natural highlights,
start with Keystone Heritage Park. Established around

an important archeological discovery made in the late
1970s, Keystone preserves buried remains of small,
single-room brush huts that, together, comprised a large

village more than 4,000 years ago. It is considered one
of the oldest Middle-Archaic sites in the western United
States. For centuries, the area has witnessed cultural
change: as a crossing route between mountain ranges,
as the site of Keystone's ancient village, as a center of
Spanish colonization and Anglo settlement, then as a
staging ground for the construction of the coast-to-coast

Santa Fe Railroad. Preservation-minded El Pasoans,

including Keystone Heritage Park founder and board

President Bernie Sargent, began negotiating in 1982 to

Clockwise: Ocotillo
and agave stretch

skyward at the

El Paso Museum

of Archeology and

Wilderness Park;

students learn

about wildlife at

Keystone Heritage

Park; and Key-
stone's fragrant

butterfly gardens

in bloom.

safeguard the site, collaborating with local, state, and federal agencies as well as
private property owners. After 20 years of working toward their goal, Sargent

and his group of dedicated volunteers succeeded, creating an archeological
preserve, nature center, and botanical garden that opened to the public in 2002.

Today, the park protects the buried archaic remains-essentially the outlines
of huts, their post holes, and fire pits-as well as nearby wetlands, considered
the last remaining natural wetlands in El Paso County. Keystone offers an inter-

pretive experience led by volunteers who provide an understanding of the site's

importance, as well as self-guided tours of the wetlands, where you'll spot a
substantial number of bird species. In addition, Keystone features the artfully
landscaped El Paso Botanical Garden, where medicinal plants, a culinary garden,
cactus and succulent gardens, and a butterfly garden explore the many facets of

the surrounding Chihuahuan Desert. In total, Keystone conserves 52 acres of

native desert habitat within the city limits.
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Shadowing Keystone's horizon (in fact,

the entire city's horizon), are the jagged ..

peaks of the Franklin Mountains. Despite

a population of more than half a million

people, El Paso lies at the base of a wild, "

undeveloped range featuring some of the

oldest rock in Texas. The Franklin Moun-

tains are both ecologically and culturally

significant and provide a development-free, }

natural backdrop to the busy city. Thanks

to the efforts of El Paso conservationists and

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,

much of the Franklin Mountains is pro-

tected as Franklin Mountains State Park,

which covers more than 40 square miles.

Transmountain Road (also known as Texas

Loop 375) bisects the range, cutting through

the state park and the adjacent Castner

Range, providing access to trailheads popu-

lar with both hikers and mountain bikers.

Located along the range's southern slopes, the state

park's McKelligon Canyon gives hikers a chance to

tackle the Ron Coleman Trail. The canyon and trail,

accessed easily from neighboring city streets, serve as

both workout circuit for many El Paso fitness buffs and

popular hiking challenge for weekend warriors. The

trail requires hikers to negotiate some of the steepest,

rockiest terrain in the mountain range. A few resting

spots along the trail are strategically located inside

shallow, natural caves. Despite the abundance of graf-

fiti, the trail highlights local plants and wildlife like

the Southwestern barrel cactus and the greater earless

lizard, and also offers a hawk's-eye view of the city.

ar below along the foothills, the El Paso

Museum of Archeology and Wilderness Park

hosts more than 200 plant species in a 15-acre

garden that exemplifies biodiversity in the

Chihuahuan Desert. Inside, the museum explores 14,000

years of history that evolved throughout the El Paso re-

gion, the American Southwest, and northern Mexico.

Despite the considerable geographic expanse, the vast

timeline, and the diversity of peoples that populated

the landscape, you'll find that nature connects them all.

From the beadwork flower motifs, bird-shaped vessels,

and stone animals that you'll see on display in the

museum, to the mountain, rain, and lightning spirits

depicted in paintings and dioramas of sacred ceremo-

nies, it's clear that nature dominated our ancient world.

In another one of the city's natural enclaves, humans

have taken the lead, wielding an influence over nature

in the name of sheer beauty. The El Paso Municipal Rose

Garden features almost 1,500 rose bushes and more than

400 varieties of roses thriving across a meticulously

manicured garden. A waterfall, koi pond, wheelchair-

accessible walkways, and lush arbors provide a stage for

the plush display, a carefully organized network of beds

featuring colorful roses with names like "Sunsprite,"

"Pink Cascade," "Marilyn Monroe," and "Fragrant

Cloud." The Rose Garden first opened to the public in

1959 on 11 acrese, the result of cooperation between the

city and the El Paso Rose Society. Today, at more than

twice the size and twice the roses, the garden is main-

tained by volunteers who prune, weed, and lead group

tours through the garden during ideal blooming periods.

Next, leave the city traffic behind and experience a

blend of native river habitat with El Paso's suburban and

industrial character via a stroll (or bicycle ride) on the

Rio Grande Trail North, part of a still-developing Parks

and Recreation Department greenbelt project. Not only

does it offer a panoramic view of the Franklin Mountains.

but it also provides unparalleled fitness and recreational

opportunities. Currently, the trail winds approximately

10 miles from Country Club Road in the Upper Valley

north to the Texas/New Mexico state line in Anthony,

meandering alongside the banks of the Rio Grande.

Birds abound, as do benches, which give birders and

cyclists a bit of respite under canopies of shady mesquite.

The trail, separated from urban activity by levees,

provides a back-door view of homes, businesses, and

factories while offering quiet solitude for cycling, jogging,

and family walks.

El Paso is bound by valleys as well as mountains,

including the Upper Valley to the north, where the

metropolis eventually gives way to agriculture; and

Mission Valley to the southeast. Mission Valley, named
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for the historic missions and presidio chapel established
after the 1680 Pueblo revolt in present-day New Mexico,

is dominated westward by the Ysleta Pueblo and its
surrounding suburban development. But eastward

you'll find the more relaxed town of San Elizario and its

historic district. This sleepy agrarian community comes
alive on weekends when shops, taquerias, and galler-

ies open their doors to visitors, particularly on the first

Friday of each month during the San Elizario ArtWalk.
The San Elizario Presidio Chapel, established in 1789
by the Spanish and named for the French patron saint

of the military (Saint Elcear), often adds to the festivities
by hosting events of its own. Just outside of town, a man-
aged natural world takes over with miles of pecan farms
creating an abundant patchwork of orchards. Several

farms have set up shop, selling the fruits of their harvest
online and in local stores, as well as every Saturday at

the El Paso Downtown Art and Farmers Market.

The market, located in the city's Union Plaza District,

1 L

00 f

feP~~ OuooM,

For general information about El Paso's lodging, attractions,
restaurants, and events, see www.visitelpaso.com.

Keystone Heritage Park is at 4200 Doniphan Dr.

Call 915/584-0563; www.keystoneheritagepark.com.

Franklin Mountains State Park ;s at 1331 McKelligon

Canyon Rd. Call 915/566-6441; www.tpwd.texas.gov.

El Paso Museum of Archeology and Wilderness Park

is at 4301 Transmountain Rd. Call 915/755-4332;

https://archaeology.elpasotexas.cov.

El Paso Municipal Rose Garde is at 1702 N. Copia St.

See www.txmg.org/elpaso/projects/rose-garden.

Rio Grande Trail North. Access at trailheads designated

along the trail at various locations. Open from dawn to dusk.

See www.elpasotexas.gov/parks-and-recreation.

San Elizario Historic District. Call 915/851-0093;

www.sanelizariohistoricdistrict.org.

Ramirez Pecan Farm is at 13709 North Loop in Clint.

Call 915/851-2003.

El Paso Downtown Art and Farmers Market takes

place 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays at Union Plaza District.

See https://mcad.elpasotexas.gov/art-and-farmers-market.

is a good place to sample the local produce. One of the
market's most community-oriented vendors is the Bowie

Jardin, Cocina y Mercado. Developed by students at
El Paso's Bowie High School along with leaders of local
nonprofits and businesses, the concept integrates a com-
munity garden with a culinary arts program. Students

learn environmentally friendly growing techniques,
how to prepare nutritious meals, and how to conduct
business in an equitable and smart way. The project
promotes healthy living, literally from the ground up.

The city, considered part of the largest international
metroplex in the world, has been a destination of choice
for travelers since the end of the 16th Century, perhaps
because it had so much to offer the travel-weary as they
struggled to negotiate a difficult voyage. Today, whether
you're on the road or on vacation, El Paso offers endless
modern convenience at your fingertips. Thanks to the
city's abundance of parks, natural habitats, and outdoor
recreation, El Paso complements this good life with a
healthy life, naturally. *

Writer and photographer E. Dan Kepper lives in
Marathon, where he runs an art gallery and spends time
photographing landscapes, architecture, portraits, and
scenes from nature.
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THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS GIFT SHOP is your one-stop shop for
the perfect Lone Star-themed gift. Look for our True Texas line, which

highlights the exceptional creativity of Texas-based artisans with
products designed and manufactured in Texas. Shop with us for clothing,

books, home ddcor, and more ... all sure to please your favorite Texan!

shop.texashighways.com
800-839-4997
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.)
or use the ORDER FORM in this issue.
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Piece of MyHeart
JANIS JOPLIN'S TEXAS ROOTS

Text by MICHAEL CORCORAN
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H IS SUM ME R MA RKS 50 Y EA RS
since a 23-year-old from Port Arthur
moved to San Francisco to become a
pioneering female rock star. Before
she joined Big Brother and the Holding
Company, Janis Joplin had been a folk/
blues singer, influenced by the music of
Leadbelly, Odetta, and Jean Richey. But

she envisioned her future as a rock and soul singer in March

1966 in Austin, when she shared a bill with the 13th Floor El-
evators and their shrieking frontman Roky Erickson.

"She took a long, hard look at Roky," recalled Powell St.
John, a member of Joplin's first band, the Austin-based Waller
Creek Boys, in'62. "She loved his rock-and-roll energy." Soon
after, Janis went from a belter to a wailer, with a psychedelic
band behind her urging her to lose control. The rock world
had never seen anything like Janis Joplin, who went from
unknown to superstar, along with Jimi Hendrix, at the 1967
Monterey International Pop Festival. By the next year, Janis
and Big Brother had a No.1 album with Cheap Thrills and a hit
single with "Piece of My Heart."

While her rise
and fall in

California were
meteoric,

the roots of
Janis' musical
and personal
journey were
set in Texas.

But by the fall of 1970, both Hendrix
and Joplin, who broke stereotypes for
black and female musicians, were dead

at age 27 from drug-related causes.
While her rise and fall in California
were meteoric, the roots of Janis' mu-

sical and personal journey were set in
Texas, where fans today pay homage at
Port Arthur's Museum of the Gulf Coast
and in Austin at places like Thread-
gill's, the historic beer joint where she
embarked on her singing career.

PEARL,
released post-
humously in

1971, includes

the hit "Me and

Bobby McGee.''
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Several biographies and documen-
tary films have told of Joplin's self-de-

structive ways. She could feel like a
million bucks one hour, then crash into

self-worthlessness the next. "She was in

touch with her emotions and who she
was in a way that no one I knew was in

touch with," said David Getz, the for-
mer drummer of Big Brother and the

Holding Company, in the Joplin docu-

mentary Little GirlBlue, which aired on

PBS as part of its American Masters se-

ries. "That's the price you pay for doing

that art on that level."
Joplin was the girl people picked on

who became the girl they adored, al-
most overnight, and so she played up

her reputation as an overindulged rock

star. That was the fantasy world she

lived in. But East Texas was always

real life.
Although Joplin resented her home-

town, she remained close to her family

and she visited from time to time, noted

Sarah Bellian, curator at the Museum of

the Gulf Coast. "She may have thought

Port Arthur was the worst place in the

world, but it was the place that she was

from, and it was always going to mat-

ter what people thought of her here,"

Bellian said.
Joplin is among the musicians fea-

tured in the Museum of the Gulf Coast's

Music Hall of Fame, along with legends

like George Jones, Johnny and Edgar

Winter, swing trumpet great Harry

.i j
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JANIS JOPLIN'S TEXAS ROOTS
Janis Joplin was born and raised in Port Arthur and attended the University of Texas at

Austin, where she sang folk music before moving to San Francisco and becoming a rock

star. Here are places where you can learn about Joplin's Texas roots:

The Museum of the Gulf Coast, located

at 700 Procter St. in Port Arthur, showcases

Joplin in its Music Hall of Fame. The exhibit

includes personal effects, artwork, photos,

and memorabilia, including a replica of her

psychedelic 1965 Porsche. The museum

also carries Joplin souvenirs in its gift shop

(including a brick from Joplin's first home

for $35), as well as free maps of Joplin sites

in town, such as her childhood home and

the high school she attended. The map is

also available on the museum's website.

Call 409/982-7000; www.museum

ofthegulfcoast.org.

St. Mary Hospital, at 3600 Gates Blvd.

in Port Arthur, is where Janis Lyn Joplin

was born on January 19,1943.

N.
,4

',.,
Nr ,

The Joplin home, at 4330 32nd St. in

Port Arthur, is where Janis lived from ages

4-18. Though there's a historical marker

in front, the current owners request that

visitors not come to the door.

Thomas Jefferson High School, at

2200 Jefferson Dr. in Port Arthur, is where

Janis graduated in 1960. It's now called

Memorial High.

Threadgill's Old #1, at 6416 N. Lamar Blvd

in Austin, still has the small barroom where

James, and the Big Bopper. Fans ooh-

and-aah at the museum's psychedelic

sports car, but it's just a replica, as Jo-

plin's actual 1965 Porsche was auc-

tioned for $1.7 million in December
2015. "Janis Joplin is the bane of my ex-

istence," joked Bellian, who also main-

tains four boxes of papers and clippings

for Joplin researchers. "We just don't

have much memorabilia because most

of it has been auctioned for much more

than we can pay." Nevertheless, the mu-

seum's Joplin section has a sculpture of

the outrageously dressed singer, origi-

nal posters from Woodstock and other

PHOTOS:Will van Overbeek; Brandon Jakobeit (Threadgill's) AUGUST 2016 1 texashighways.com 69

Joplin sang, decorated with photos,

posters and Sam Yeates' painting of

Janis singing with Kenneth Threadgill.

The former filling station/beer joint

was saved from the wrecking ball and

opened as a Southern comfort-food

restaurant in 1981. Call 512/451-5440.
www.threadgills.com.

Threadgill's World Headquarters, at

301 W. Riverside in Austin, also displays

Joplin memorabilia, plus you can order "the

Janis Joplin," a mix of her favorite booze-

Jack Daniels and Southern Comfort.

The restaurant boasts a busy schedule of

live music. Call 512/472-9304.

The Cactus Cafe, located in the Univer-

sity of Texas Student Union, occupies the

space once known as the Chuck Wagon,

where Joplin performed in the early

'60s. The Cactus hosts touring and local

singer-songwriters on a regular basis. Call

512/475-6515; www.cactuscafe.org.

"The Ghetto" at 28121/2 Nueces St. in
Austin was torn down long ago, but

Dirty Martin's Place, located across the

street at 2808 Guadalupe St., still serves

cheeseburgers that were popular with

. Joplin's Ghetto crowd. Call 512/477-3173;
www.dirtymartins.com.

festivals where Janis performed, and

some of the letters she wrote home.

When she wasn't onstage thrilling

crowds, this tornado of feathers and
bangles, Joplin often penned letters to

her father Seth, her mother Dorothy,

and her younger sister Laura, that were

filled with doubt and pride. Even as she
was making the cover of Newsweek, she

always wanted to know what the Port

Arthur News was saying about her.

That mix of strength and vulnerabil-

ity came through in her singing. Her

performances were spirit revivals, with

pain and possession doing a cathartic



dance. She left it all up on the stage-
and when you thought she was spent,

she'd come out and do "Ball and Chain,"
the Big Mama Thornton song. It was as

close to gospel as any longhaired kid
on a mind-expansion expedition had
heard, but Janis Joplin and Big Brother

were also precursors of punk rock, by

relying on raw energy, rather than

musical proficiency, to get their music
across. Few other singers were so bril-

liantly, so engagingly, unhappy.

Biographers agree that Janis never
really got over an upbringing filled

with rejection from classmates in the

conservative, hard-working town of
66,000, whose slogan was "We Oil the
World." She was loud and "unladylike,"
and she loved the blues at a time in

Texas when blacks and whites couldn't
eat at the same restaurants. The towns-

folk "laughed me out of town..." she told
talk-show host Dick Cavett. But she had

made up her mind that she was going to

live life her way.

Singing was Janis' sanctuary. She

was born with a powerful voice that

could take her where her instincts led,
but she didn't really figure that out until
she was about 16 and discovered she

could belt with 1920s blues queen Bes-
sie Smith. "You know what?" she told

a friend one day, "I think I can sing."
Smart enough to skip second grade but

a bored C student in high school, Joplin
made music her obsession as a senior at

Thomas Jefferson High.
"She understood the finer points of

getting a song across," said St. John, who

met Janis in 1962 at an old barracks on

Austin's Nueces Street, a beatnik haven

with $40-per-month rent known as

"The Ghetto." The Waller Creek Boys
"with Janis Joplin," as they became

billed, started out singing at the Chuck
Wagon in the University of Texas Stu-

dent Union, then followed professor Bill
C. Malone's bluegrass outfit to Thread-

gill's, a beer joint on far North Lamar,
and made it the place to be on Wednes-

days. "You've got something special,"

Kenneth Threadgill, a country singer

on the side, told Joplin. It was a piece

of encouragement she never forgot, and
when a party was held in Threadgill's

honor in 1970, Janis flew in from Ha-

waii with a lei and a couple of songs as

a surprise.

Joplin lasted only a year at UT, where

she was cruelly tagged "Ugliest Man On

Campus" in a fraternity contest. She

escaped to San Francisco from 1963 to

1965, but eventually her friends took up

a collection to send her home to Texas.
Joplin arrived at Port Arthur weighing

88 pounds and vowing to kick drugs.

When she wasn't onstage
thrilling crowds, this tornado

of feathers and bangles,
Joplin often penned letters

to her father Seth, her mother
Dorothy, and her younger

sister Laura, that were filled
with doubt and pride.

For about a year, she tried the straight

life. She took classes at Lamar Univer-

sity, wore dresses, and worked in an of-

fice. But then her former high school
classmate Jim Langdon, who wrote a

music column in the Austin American-

Statesman, called Joplin the best white

blues singer in the country. That led to
gigs in Austin, first at the Eleventh Door
folk club and then at the benefit concert
where she played with the 13th Floor El-

evators, for the first and only time.

One weekend, Janis told her parents

she was going to Austin, but she was ac-

tually en route to San Francisco.

"My friend Chet [Helms] is now Mr.
Big in S.F.," she wrote to her mother,

apologizing for the sudden move. "The

whole town has gone rock and roll." The
letter was dated June 6, 1966-the day

Janis officially became a member of

Big Brother and the Holding Company.

Fifty years later, her music resonates as

strongly as ever-from Texas to Califor-

nia and well beyond. *
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Aun.,st s travel spotlights:

RAIRIES AND LAKES >Navasota

Mance's Blues
he Texas Legislature designated Navasota "The Blues Cap-
al of Texas" in 2005 to honor the city's rich blues history,

particularly the great blues songster Mance Lipscomb. Na-
asota remembers Lipscomb, a lifelong resident who passed
way in 1976, each year with the Navasota Blues Festival
August 12-13). The festival features 10 performers, includ-

- - g such Texas acts as Trudy Lynn, the Peterson Brothers
it left), and Rob Roy Parnell. The festival also includes free
workshops focusing on the blues guitar and cigar box guitar.

www.navasotabluesfest.org.

GULF COAST > Needville

Shooting Stars!
Escape the city lights with a trip to the George Observatory in Brazos Bend State Park for
the Perseid meteor shower. Starting Friday night, August 12, until 6 a.m. Saturday, the
observatory will provide telescopes to view the shooting stars, and astronomers will be
on-hand to assist and explain the phenomenon. (Under clear, dark skies, the naked eye
is all you need to observe the spectacle; you'll likely see a few dozen meteors per hour.)
Named for the constellation Perseus, the annual phenomenon occurs when debris from
Comet Swift-Tuttle collides with earth's atmosphere. Bring lawn chairs and blankets, along
with the entry fee of $7 for adults and $6 for kids. www.hmns.org/george-observatory.

BIG BEND COUNTRY > Alpine

Bagging the Light
Photography takes center stage at the Museum of the Big Bend in Alpine
this summer with exhibits capturing the region's distinctive beauty and the
diverse imagery of shooters from around the world. Bagging Light in the Big
Bend: Jim Bones features 14 images from Bones, an Alpine resident known
for his intuitive portrayals of the Big Bend landscape. TPS 25: The Interna-
tional Competition features 60 photographs recognized in this year's edition

of the Texas Photographic Society's international competition. www.museumofthebigbend.com.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES >De Leon

Just Peachy
Located in Comanche County about 100 miles southwest of Fort Worth, De Leon
celebrates its agricultural heritage and bountiful fruit crop with the 102nd annual Peach
and Melon Festival (August 2-6). A tractor pull and competitions for peach desserts,
melons, and seed-spitting reflect the farming theme, while attractions like a carnival,
Watermelon Crawl 5k run, parade, and pageant round out the week. On "Golden Sat-
urday" (August 6), the town serves a spaghetti lunch at De Leon High and free water-
melon slices downtown. www.peachandmelonfestival.net.

ice, 4 , .

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

ALPINE: Big Bend Ranch
Rodeo August 12-13. www.
bigbendranchrodeo.com

BIG BEND NATIONAL
PARK: Big Bend Nature Fest
August 25-27. www.bigbend
naturefest.com 432/477-2292

EL PASO: Symphonic
Springsteen August 27.
www.epso.org 915/532-3776

MIDLAND: CAF High
Sky Wing AIRSHO 2016
August 27-28. www.airsho.
org 432/563-1000

VAN HORN: Mountain View
Golf Tournament August 20-
21. www.vanhorntexas.us
432/283-2628

GULF COAST

BROWNSVILLE: Summer
Safari Through August 12.
www.gpz.org 956/546-7187

BROWNSVILLE: 110th
Anniversary of the Browns-
ville Raid August 12-13.
956/541-5560

CORPUS CHRISTI: South
Texas Summer Polka Fest
August 6. www.chssouth
texas.org 361/215-9163

CORPUS CHRISTI: A
La Mano August 26. www.
facebook.com/corpuschristi
visitorinformationcenter
361/561-2000 ext. 201

FREEPORT: Jazz and
Jambalaya on the River
August 25. www.bcfas.org
979/665-2341

FREEPORT: Schuster Home
Open House August 27.
979/297-0868

GALVESTON: Galveston
Heritage Festival August 6.

www.galvestonhistory.org
409/765-7834

GALVESTON: Marine
Biology Tours August 6, 20.
www.galvestonhistory.org
409/763-1877

HOUSTON: Kusama:At the
End of the Universe Through
September 18. www.mfah.
org 713/639-7300

HOUSTON: The Mystical
Arts of Tibet Featuring the
Tibetan Monks from
Drepung Loseling Monastery
August 18-21.713/496-9901

LAKE JACKSON: Abner
Jackson Plantation Site Tour
August 6. www.lakejackson
museum.org 979/297-1570

LA PORTE: Sunset Sip
and Stroll Farmers Market
August 20. www.visitlaporte
tx.com 281/470-5017

PALACIOS: Chamber of
Commerce Fish Fest Family
Fishing Tournament August 5-
6. www.palacioschamber.
com 361/972-2615

PALACIOS: Cannonball
Run-Youth Sailing August 27-
28. www.palaciosyachtclub.
org 832/444-2042
PEARLAND: Pearland Wine
and Food Festival August 27.
www.visitpearland.com/todo
713/436-5595

PORT ARANSAS: Texas
Legends Billfish Tournament
August 10-14. www.txlegends.
com 361/749-4870

PORT ARANSAS: Texas
Women Anglers Tournament
August 26-28. www.gofishtx.
com 361/779-8025

PHOTOS: (from top) Courtesy Navasota Blues Festival; J. Griffis Smith; Jim Bones/courtesy Museum of the Big Bend;
Will van Overbeek.
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LAKE TEXOMA / DENISON DAM
HISTORIC ATTRACTIONS / MUSEUMS
19th CENTURY DOWNTOWN DISTRICT
DINING / DRINK / MUSIC / ENTERTAINMENT

COMFORTABLE LODGING / EVENT CENTER

ROCKPORT: TSA Youth
Sailing Rockin' Rockport
August 13-14. www.rockport
yachtclub.org 214/543-0775

SAN BENITO: Third
Thursday Conjunto Nites
at the Chicho August 18.
956/244-0373

SUGAR LAND: Life Under
the Microscope August 4.
www.hmns.org 281/313-2277

SUGAR LAND: Sugar Land
Superstar Finale August 20.
www.sugarlandtown
square.com

TOMBALL: Tomball Night
August 5. www.tomball
chamber.org 281/351-7222

VICTORIA: Victoria Faire
August 13-14. www.texas
marketguide.com
888/225-3427

HILL COUNTRY

AUSTIN: Changarrito
Project: Selections from the
Collection 2015-2016 and
YLA 21: Amexican@ Through
August 28. www.mexic-arte
museum.org

BANDERA: Cowboy
Capital Opry August 2.
www.silversagecorral.org
830/796-4969

BANDERA: Bandera
Market Days August 6. www.
banderatexasbusiness.com
830/796-4447

FREDERICKSBURG: First
Friday Art Walk Fredericks-
burg August 5. www.ffawf.
com 830/997-6523

FREDERICKSBURG:
Historic Willow City School
Open House August 6.
www.HistoricSchools.org
830/997-5116
FREDERICKSBURG:
Fredericksburg Trade Days
August 19-21. www.fbgtrade
days.com 210/846-4094
FREDERICKSBURG:
Gillespie County Fair and
Parade August 25-28.
www.gillespiefair.com
830/997-2359

GEORGETOWN: Market
Days on the Square August13.
www.VisitGeorgetown.com
512/868-8675

GRUENE: Old Gruene
Market Days August 20-21.
GrueneMarketDays.com
830/832-1721

JOHNSON CITY: Blanco
County Fair and Rodeo
August 11-13. www.bcfra.org
830/868-7684

JOHNSON CITY: Grape
Stomp August 13-14. www.
texashillsvineyard.com
830/868-7684

JOHNSON CITY: Market
Days August 27-28. www.lbj
country.com 830/868-7684

JUNCTION: Hill Country
Fair Association Summer
Classic August 12-13.
www.junctiontexas.com
325/446-3190

JUNCTION: Car Show
August 13. www.junctiontex

KERRVILLE: Kerrville Kids
Off-Road Triathlon August 20.
www.kerrville.org
830/896-6864

KYLE: Kyle Market Days
August 13. www.cityofkyle.
com 512/262-3939

LAMPASAS: Lampasas
Trade Days August 26-28.
www.lampasaschamber.org
512/556-5599

MARBLE FALLS: LakeFest
Drag Boat Races August 12-
14. Lakeside Park. www.
marblefallslakefest.com/
830/693-2815

SCHERTZ: Hill Country
Doll Show and Sale August 27.
www.dolldr.com
830/606-5868

STONEWALL: Grape
Stomp at Pedernales Cellars
August 5-28. www.pedernales
cellars.com 830/644-2037

STONEWALL: 108th
Anniversary of President
Lyndon B. Johnson's
Birthday August 27. www.
friendsoflbjnationalpark.org
830/868-7684

STONEWALL: Grape
Stomp August 27-28.
www.beckervineyards.com
830/868-7684

STONEWALL: Grape
Stomp at Chisholm Trail
Winery August 27. www.
chisholmtrailwinery.com
830/990-2675

UVALDE: Hotter Than Hell
100 Mile Yard Sale August 5-
7. www.visituvalde.com
830/278-4115

UVALDE: Uvalde County
Stargazing August 5. www.
visituvalde.com 830/278-3335

UVALDE: Four Square
Friday August 12. www.visit
uvalde.com 830/278-4115

WIMBERLEY: Wimberley
Lions Market Days August 6.
www.shopmarketdays.com
512/847-2201

WIMBERLEY: Second
Saturday Gallery Trail
August 13. www.facebook.
com/SecondSaturday
GalleryTrail

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

AMARILLO: Don Harring-
ton Discovery Center 40th
Anniversary August 6. www.
dhdc.org 800784-9548

BIG SPRING: USHG
National Hang-Gliding

Championships August 6-14.
www.airtribune.com/016-
big-spring-nationals/info

BROWNFIELD: A Taste
of Terry County Vineyard
Festival August 5-6. www.
brownfieldchamber.com
806/637-2564

CANYON: TEXAS Outdoor
Musical Through August 20.
www.texas-show.com
806/655-2181

CROSS PLAINS: Trade
Days in Cross Plains
August 20. 254/270-0568

DALHART: XIT Rodeo
and Reunion August 4-6.
www.xit-rodeo.com
806/244-5646

PERRYTON: Wheatheart
of the Nation Celebration
August 18-21. www perryton.
org 806/435-6575

POST: Crafters Day
August 6.806/495-0888

POST: Post Stampede Rodeo
and Parade August 11-13.
www.postcitytexas.com
806/495-2501

SAN ANGELO: Family Day:
STE(A)M! August13. www.
samfa.org 325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO: Cactus
Market Days August 20.
325/949-6200

SLATON: Fiestas de Slaton
August 20. www.slaton
chamberofcomn-erce.org
806/828-6238

SWEET WATER: Ogden 8
and Under World Champion
Barrel Race August 5-7.
www.nolancc.com
325/235-3484

SWEET WATER: Permian
Basin Paint Horse Show
August 19-21. www.nolancc.
com 325/235-3484

SWEET WATER: Big
Country Cutting Horse
Association August 26-27.
www.nolancc.com
325/235-3484

VEGA: Oldham County
Roundup and 5K August 13.
www.oldhamcofc.org
806/267-2828

VERNON: Summer's Last
Blast August 12-13. www.
summerslastb ast.com
940/839-6500

VERNON: Vernon Burnin'
Bike Ride August 20.
www.vernonjaycees.org
940/553-4494

WICHITA FALLS: Hotter'N
Hell 100 August 26-28. www.
hh100.org 9L0/322-3223

PINEY WOODS

GLADEWATER: Main
Street Art Stroll August 13.
www.gladewatermainstreet.
com 903/845-5753

HENDERSON: East Texas
Sacred Harp Singing
Convention August 13-14.
903/863-5379

JEFFERSON: Jefferson
Flea Market August 5-6,19-
20. www.jeffersonfleamarket.
net 903/431-0043

JEFFERSON: Civil War
Symposium August 13.
www.jeffersonmuseum.com
903/665-2275

MARSHALL: Second
Saturday August 13.
www.visitmarshalltexas.org
903/702-7777

NACOGDOCHES: The
Great Texas Mud Race
August 5-6. www.teammotor
jam.com 888/653-3788

SAN AUGUSTINE: Junk
in the Trunk August 6.
936/201-9798

THE WOODLANDS: Shake
Your Summer Sillies Out
August 19. www.woodlands
childrensmuseum.org
281/465-0955
THE WOODLANDS:
Sound of Music Sing-Along
August 27. www.woodlands
center.org

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

BASTROP: Homecoming
Parade and Rodeo
August 4-6.
www.bastrophomecoming
rodeo.org 512/303-0558

BASTROP: SUP Cup
August 19. www.bastropsup
cup.com 512/303-0558

BELTON: Discovery Day
with Charley Chisholm
August 20. www.bellcounty
museum.org 254/933-5243

BELTON: Tour of The Gault
Site August 27. www.bell
countymuseum.org
254/933-5243

BRENHAM: Crush for Fun
August 6-14. www.pleasant
hillwinery.com 979/836-8463

BRENHAM: Harvest Grape
Stomp August 6-7,13-14.
www.windywinery.com
979/836-3252

CHAPPELL HILL: Chappell
Hill Lavender and Wine Fest
August 13. www.chappellhill
lavender.com 979/251-8114

CIRCLEVILLE:
International Barbecue
Cook-Off August 21-22.
www.circlevillestore.com
512/352-6848

DALLAS: Vermeer Suite:
Music in 17th-Century Dutch
Painting Through August 21.
www.dma.org

DALLAS: Tinkertoy: Build
Your Imagination Through
September 10. crsmith
museum.org
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DECATUR: Chisholm Trail
Days Rodeo August 26-27.
940/255-9375

DECATUR: Chisholm Trail
Days Western Heritage
Festival & Rodeo Parade
August 27.940/393-0340

DENTON: North Texas Fair
and Rodeo August19-27. www.
ntfair.com 940/387-2632

ELGIN: Flea Market Days
August 6. www.elgintx.com
512/285-4025

ENNIS: Fast Fridays
August 5,12,19, 26.
www.texasmotorplex.com
972/878-2641

FARMERSVILLE : Farmers
and Fleas Market August 6.
www.farmersvilletx.com
972/784-6846

FORT WORTH: NCHA
Summer Cutting Spectacular
Through August 6. www.ncha
cutting.com 817/392-7469

GARLAND: The Market-
place August 20. www.the
marketplacedfw.com

GLEN ROSE: Ultimate Calf
Roping Finals August 11-14.
254/897-4509

GLEN ROSE: Photo Tour
August 13, 27.254/897-2960

GLEN ROSE: Discovery
After Dark Tour August 19.
254/897-2960

GLEN ROSE: Third Week-
end Bluegrass August 20.
254/897-2321

GLEN ROSE: Moonshine
Run Barrel Race August 25-
28. 254/897-4509

GRAND PRAIRIE: Family
Fun Day August 6. www.
tradersvillage.com
972/647-2331

GRAND PRAIRIE: Maze
featuring Frankie Beverly
August 13.972/854-5076

GRAND PRAIRIE: 8th
Annual Car and Bike Show
August 20. Farmers Market.

GRAND PRAIRIE: Hatch
Chile Fest August 20. www.
GPTX.org/FarmersMarket
972/267-4599

GRAPEVINE: Grapevine
Market August 4-6,11-13,
18-20, 25-27. www.
GrapevineTexasUSA.com
817/410-3185

GRAPEVINE: First Fridays
at the Farm August 5. www.
NashFarm.org 817/410-3185

GRAPEVINE: Frugal Farm
Wife Series August 19. www.
NashFarm.org 817/410-3185

MCKINNEY: Third Monday
Trade Days August 12-14.
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466

MCKINNEY: Second
Saturday August 13. www.

downtownmckinney.com
972/547-2660

MCKINNEY: Classics on
the Square August 27. www.
downtownmckinney.com
972/547-2660

MESQUITE: Mesquite
Championship Rodeo
August 6,13, 20, 27. www.
mesquiterodeo.com
972/285-8777

MESQUITE: Doggie Splash
Day August 13. www.
cityofmesquite.com/pard
972/216-6260

MESQUITE: Florence
Ranch Homestead Tours
August 13. www.historic
mesquite.org 972/216-6468

MESQUITE: Opal Law-
rence Historical Park Tours
August 27. www.historic
mesquite.org 972/216-6468

PARIS: Chisum Days
August 6-7. 903/732-3869

PARIS: Bug Tussle Trek
August 27.713/402-8418

PLANO: Quilt Plano 2016
August 12-13. www.quilters
guildofplano.org
214/244-4324

PLANO: One Day Only 26
August 27. www.roverdrama
werks.com

ROUND TOP: Shakespeare
at Winedale Through August 7.

www.shakespeare-winedale.
org 512/471-4726

ROUND TOP: Blasmusik
Texas Concert August 6.
www.roundtoprifle.com
281/788-3278

SALADO: Art Fair
Weekend August 6-7. www.
salado.com 254/947-5040

SALADO: Salado "Legends"
August 6. salado.com
254/947-5040

SALADO: RAW-Royal
Street Art Walk August 26.
www.royalstreetartwalk.com
254/947-0339

SEGUIN: 178th Seguin
Birthday Party August 8.
www.visitseguin.com
830/401-0810

SHERMAN: Melody
Ranch's Deep Summer
Bluegrass Festival August
24-27. www.melodyranch
bluegrassfestival.com
903/546-6893

WACO: Xterra Cameron
Park Off-Road Triathlon
2016 August 13.
www.active.com/waco-tx/
triathlon/races/xterra-
cameron-park-off-road-
triathlon-2016
254/750-8697

WACO: Margarita and Salsa
Festival August 27. www.
extracoeventscenter.com

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS

EDINBURG: "Out of this
World" UFO Festival August
12. www.edinburgarts.com
956/383-6246

GOLIAD: Wayback
Wednesdays August 3,10,
17, 24, 31. www.presidio
labahia.org

SAN ANTONIO: Splendor
on the Range: American

WANT MORE?

Indians and the Horse
Through August 21.
www.wittemuseum.org

SAN ANTONIO: Mapping
Texas: From Frontier to the
Lone Star State Through
August 5. www.wittemuseum.
org 210/357-1900

SAN ANTONIO: First
Saturday at the Alamo
August 6. www.thealamo.org
210/225-1391

GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT
www.texashighways.com.
FORA FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de-
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S.
or Canada, between 8-6 Central.

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/
452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center,
where a professional travel counselor will provide routing
assistance, advise you of road conditions, and send bro-
chures (including the official Texas State Travel Guide,
Texas Official Travel Map, and quarterly Texas Highways
Events Calendar).

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form;
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways
Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing
deadlines: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun.,
Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

1.

STORY, HOSPITALITY AND HERITAGE...
Established in 1889, Sonora boasts a wealth of

historical attractions and a heritage steeped

in ranching tradition. Visit the fully restored
Sutton County Courthouse, an authentic

frontier homestead at the Miers Home
Museum or take a true trip through time at

the Old Sonora Ice House Ranch Museum.

www.sonoratexas.org / 888-387-2880
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MIDLAND-Feel the Energy. A great starting
point for your trip to West Texas! Midland Inter-
national Air & Space Port is the closest airport to
Big Bend National Park.
visitmidland. com
Aug 27-28 - AIRSHO 2016
Sep 9-11 - SeptemberFest

ODESSA-Known for breathtaking sunsets,
wide-open spaces and warm West Texas hos-
pitality; you'll enjoy shopping, dining, unique
cultural attractions and events. Odessa: your
gateway to the Big Bend. odessacvb.com
Aug 4-6 - Rock the Desert Christian Music

Festival
Aug 5 - Hot Summer Nights Concert Series

FORT STOCKTON-Lodging, Dining, Enter-
tainment and History. Experience our Visitor
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds,
Golf Course, and Unique Shopping, West Texas
style. historicfortstocktontx.com

Aug - Summer off the Patio Concerts
Aug - Live at Zero Stone Concerts

MARATHON-Blessed with friendly people,
beautiful surroundings, and a delightful
climate, Marathon is a peaceful, serene com-
munity under one of the darkest and starriest
skies in the country. marathontexas.com
Aug 10 - Quilt Show
Aug 17 - West Fest

As you explore, you'll find anM
amazing range of relaxation
and adventure, natural beauty and
urban culture, fine art, fine dining, F F

small-town charm and big-city MF A MR

amenities...

but what you will remember most is
the warm, West Texas hospitality.

ALPINE-Natural beauty, unique nightlife and
shopping, and a grand array of hotels and guest
lodging make this the perfect staging grounds
for your West Texas adventure.
visitalpinetx.com
Aug 6-13 - Big Bend Restaurant Week
Aug 12-13 - Big Bend Ranch Rodeo

FORT DAVIS-Experience the mile-high
climate in the Texas mountains! Award-winning
State and National Parks offer excellent nature
activities and star gazing under the "Darkest
Skies in North America! fortdavis.com
Aug 12-14 - Davis Mtn Preserve Open Wkd
Aug 18-20 - Davis Mtns Humminghod

Festival

MARFA-It defies easy explanation, yet any
google search yields thousands of opinions.
Marfa is tough to get to-tougher still to explain.
But once you arrive, you get it.
visitmarfa. com
Sep 2-4 -Marfa Lights Festival
Sep 22-25 - Trans-Pecos Festival of Music

and Love @ El Cosmico
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tieDaytripper
WITH CHET GARNER

and buy all the supplies you'd need for a

day on the water. I ordered a couple of

fish tacos and enjoyed lunch on the out-

door patio by the lake. I watched in envy

as boaters drifted by and knew exactly

what I wanted to do next.

m

.low

L11

' 
f.

CHET GAR
is the host
The Daytr
t ravel shot
PBS; wwu
daytrippe

Legends of Granbury
As summer nears its end, you may be searching for one last adventure,

which is what I set out to find in the North Texas Hill Country. With mys-

teries, charm, historic characters, and a whole lot of lake fun, Granbury

makes for a day trip of legendary proportions.

Since breakfast is the most

important meal of the day, I began my jour-

ney at The Nutshell Eatery & Bakery on the

downtown square. Among delicious sweets

and eats, this place also serves up intriguing

legends. One holds that John Wilkes Booth,

who assassinated President Lincoln, escaped

to Texas and bartended here under the

alias "John St. Helen." Whether or not that's

true, my "Jesse James Scramble" (named

for another town legend) was delicious with

scrambled eggs, onions, hash browns, and

sausage, served with warm flour tortillas.

Even though I'd only

been in Granbury for a short time, it was

clear that history lurked around every

corner. I walked the Historic Granbury

Square, passing a restaurant that was once

a gas station visited by Bonnie and Clyde. I

heard the 1891 clock chime atop the Hood

County Courthouse and stood in awe

of the renovated 1886 Granbury Opera

House. As its motto says, Granbury is truly

the place "Where Texas History Lives."

Next I drove to the

Acton Cemetery to see the grave of

Elizabeth Crockett, widow of Texas hero

Davy Crockett, who died at the Alamo.

The monument, which includes a statue

of Elizabeth scanning the horizon, is a

beautiful testament to the sacrifice the

entire family made for Texas' independence.

I wasn't yet hungry

for lunch, so I decided to investigate the

legend of Jesse James and headed to the

Granbury Cemetery, location of his pur-

ported gravesite. While many believe Jesse

was killed by a member of his own gang

in Missouri, others believe he escaped to

Granbury and lived to the ripe old age of

103. True or not, I kept with tradition and

left a penny on his grave to mark my visit.

Feeling hungry again, I

stopped into Stumpy's Lakeside Grill,

home to a restaurant, marina, and water-

sports shop right off Lake Granbury. It's the

perfect place to fill up on scrumptious food
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This town is built all

around the lake and it was time to dive in,

so I rented a kayak and spent

NER some time enjoying the city

of from the water. And when my
ipper arms grew tired from paddling,

w on I grabbed a towel and joined
v.the the masses at City Beach. This

r.eon. man-made, white-sand attraction

feels purely Caribbean, yet it's

just blocks from the courthouse. Kicking

back with my toes in the water was the

perfect way to combat the Texas sun.

Slheadedbacktothe

square and followed the polka music to

Ketzler's Schnitzel Haus and Biergarten,

which serves authentic German food in

its own Bavarian-style beer garden. The

music was hoppin' and the schniztel was

sizzlin', making me feel as though I'd been

transported to the motherland. I couldn't

help but tap my feet as I took a bite of pork

schnitzel and a sip of German beer. Prost!

I noticed a crowd gather-

ing at the Nutt House for the Granbury

Ghosts and Legends Tour. Feeling brave,

I decided to join the tour, and we walked

the square hearing bloodcurdling tales of

murderers, brothels, and ghost children.

I felt like I was being followed, but I figured

it was just the memory of an amazing day

trip tailing me.

Spend one day in Granbury and it's easy to

see why the historic characters came, the

residents love it, and the ghosts never

want to leave. So whether you follow my

footsteps or forge your own path, I hope

to see you on the road. *

Contact Visit Granbury
at 800/950-2212;
www.visitgranbury.com.

P H OTO: CO Hogaboom Road, Inc.



Travs Matters

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING
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Folk Tales
LOCAL STORIES OFTEN MAKE THE BEST SOUVENIRS

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustrations by Michael Witte

f H E RE A RE T HINGS YOU E XPE CT TOdiscover when you travel: new restau-

rants, unfamiliar expressions, obscure

attractions. I like to search out peoples'
stories. Some are small and quiet. Others

are ripsnorters. The most memorable are

passionate tales of personal bests, quests,
and discoveries. Near Graham about a

decade ago, I found one worthy of conversion into an epic poem.

Just over an hour northwest of Fort Worth, the prairie buck-

les into mesas, forming a Wild West landscape that witnessed

the dramas celebrated in Technicolor classics: the blazing of
the Goodnight-Loving partnership, wagon raids, jail breaks,

and more than one trail of tears.

My search for insights into the area's character began with
a bartender, a source often steeped in local lore. I had just set-

tled into the historic Wildcatter Ranch when, over a nightcap,
the story of local booster and historian Jay Burkett unfurled.

I had to meet him.
The next day, a blue-eyed and passionate Burkett came over,

a scrapbook as thick as a phone book under his arm, to share

his tale. From the day he first saw the wizened live oak casting

a broad shadow across an Atwood Ranch cow pasture, Burkett

recognized the tree as monumental. Locals had long known

about the live oak, but rancher Jack Atwood would broach no
strangers ogling it. When Jack died, his widow allowed Bur-
kett full access to the tree.

After countless phone calls to the Texas Forest Service,
Burkett convinced an employee to drive out for a look-see.
Several official measurements later, it was confirmed: At a
height of 48 feet and a circumference of 361 inches, the At-
wood Ranch tree was the largest Texas live oak in the country.

Burkett took me to see the tree during my visit. No longer

elegant, split and deformed by its own weight, it was more

reminiscent of a dinosaur's hobbled appendage than a tree.
And yet it commanded respect.

It's possible that by now the Atwood Ranch live oak has
fallen to time or lost its official title. I don't want to know, be-

cause in my memory it forever wears the crown. And the live

oak was not the only champion in the
I don't want to story. Here's to all the Jay Burketts who
know, because fight to create for all things deserving, one
in my memory special day in the sun. *
this live oak
forever wears
the crown.

Find Babs Rodriguesfull adventure at
texashighways.corn/matters.
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RearVIEW

ONE LAST THOUGHT

SPLASH INTO the swimming pool at Fort Clark Springs, a southwest Texas oasis that has drawn people for millennia.
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TALKING
TASH

If every person in Texas picked up just two

pieces of trash every month, our highways would

be completely litter-free in just one year.

Do ntMessWithTexa s.o rg

L~pafin=~ Don't mess with Texas is a registered service and trademark owned by the Texas Department of Traisportation.


