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Want to save even more on prescriptions?
Here are two ways to save
Many participants in ERS' health plans save money by using
generic prescriptions (with their doctors' approval, of course). They
started saving even more on September 1, when the copay for
generic prescriptions went from $15 to $10 for a 30-day supply
(and from $45 to $30 for a 90-day supply). Did you know you could
spend even less on many generic drugs at certain pharmacies?

Some pharmacies in Caremark's and SilverScript's standard and
Extended Days Supply (EDS) networks charge less than $5 for
a 30-day supply of generic drugs and around $10 for a 90-day
supply. Check with pharmacies near you to find out their lowest
prices on any generics prescribed for you and your family. Or do
some online research to see who has low-cost generics.

You can confirm if a pharmacy is in your standard or EDS network
by visiting the HealthSelectsM of Texas Prescription Drug or
HealthSelect Medicare RxsM website. There are hundreds of
Texas pharmacies in the networks, including some that currently
offer low-cost generics. Keep in mind, however, that Caremark's
and SilverScript's lists don't include pricing information. Also,
pharmacies can change their prices at any time. Always check with
the pharmacy what the price will be.

We know that, even with good insurance coverage, health costs
can add up. So, ERS encourages members to save themselves
money by taking advantage of good deals when they can.

loot. a;l c Look for your 1099-R
form in the mail
ERS will mail 1099-R forms to
anyone who received annuity
payments from ERS in 2014. The
forms will be mailed to the address
on file with ERS as of January 3,
2015. ERS provides this form for
tax filing purposes. ERS reports the
same information to the IRS every
year in March. If you don't receive
it by February 15, 2015, request
that another form be mailed to you.

To view your information:

1. Visit www.ers.state.tx.us.

2. Access your ERS account online
by clicking "Access My Account"
button in the upper right corner.

3. Confirm your mailing address
under "Addresses and
Eligibility Basis."

4. Click the 1099-R Information link
from your Member
Home Page.

5. Click the link under 1099-R
Description.

Upcoming annuity
payments
As a rule of thumb, direct-deposit
annuities are sent on the last
business day of the month and paper
checks are mailed on the second-to-
last business day of the month. You
should recevie your payment on:

- December 31, 2014

" January 30, 2015

- February 27, 2015

For the full Plan Year 2015
annuity payment schedule,
visit www.ers.state.tx.us.
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We've talked to a lot of people-members like
you, legislators and our friends in various retiree
organizations-about the stability of your retirement
plan. We need to make sure everyone is aware
that if your retirement plan stays the way it is now,
we project it will run out of money in 2052. While
the depletion of the fund in 2052 might not affect
you and other current retirees, it could have a big
impact on active employees who are still early in
their careers. You can see how at www.ers.state.
tx.us/About_ERS/2052-Trust-Fund. Please note
that the year that the fund would run out can change
based on actuarialvaluations. The online calculator
is based on fiscal year 2014.

For 19 of the last 20 years, the plan hasn't been
funded properly. Because of that-along with
policies that encourage retirement, longer lifespans
and the unstable financial climate of the last 15
years-the ERS Trust Fund doesn't have enough
money to pay what it will owe all current and future
retirees. This gap in what the trust fund has and
what it owes is called the "unfunded liability." By
August 2015, we expect that the unfunded liability

will be $8.8 billion. And for every two years the plan
is out of balance, the unfunded liability grows by
another $1 billion.

In the last four legislative sessions, ERS asked the
legislature for additional funds to help restore the
trust fund. We also have looked at ways to lower
the costs of retirement benefits by making changes
to the benefits some current employees will receive
when they retire. With the right combination of
additional funding and benefit changes, we can
make the fund sound in the long term.

The upcoming 84th Texas Legislature is another
chance for us to restore the ERS Trust Fund.
Starting next month, we'll be at the Capitol just
about every day, working to explain the importance
of retiree benefits to legislators, including a lot of
first-time legislators who may be unfamiliar with
your benefits and how they are funded.

That's where you can help. You can actively
participate in a state retiree association. We
also hope you'll share your stories: How has
your retirement annuity helped you? What would
you do without it? Send your thoughts to
Storyldeas@ers.state.tx.us.
Everyone, from current retirees and their spouses
to current and future state employees, may see
reductions in their current benefits, if things change
during the legislative session.

A big welcome to Doug Danzeiser issues, both assisting the Legislature and developing
internal policy, will be an asset to the Board. His

On October 27, the ERS Board of Trustees selected knowledge of health and life policy issues and his
Doug Danzeiser, Director of the Regulatory Initiatives experience with development of national insurance
Office at the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI), to policy will provide the Board with additional insight into
fill the trustee position left vacant by Cheryl MacBride's the insurance industry.
retirement from state service.

Mr. Danzeiser's term begins immediately and will run
Mr. Danzeiser's extensive work on insurance policy through August 31, 2019.

Nominate your next Board Member
2015 ERS Trustee Election
In January, look for nomination petitions to fill Trustee
Yolanda Griego's position. Her term will expire on
August 31, 2015. The term of office for the winning
candidate in the 2015 ERS Trustee Election will begin
September 1, 2015. An elected board member must
be actively employed at a state agency. Nominees
can't be employed by TxDOT or TDI, as those
agencies are currently represented on the board.

- January 2, 2015 Nomination Petitions Distributed

" January 30, 2015, 5 p.m. Nominations Close

- March 5, 2015 Candidate Forum

- March 6, 2015 Voting Begins

See the full 2015 ERS Trustee Election calendar online
at www.ers.state.tx.us/AboutERS/Board/Election.

.jin Next ERS Board of
Trustees meeting
February 24, 2015

www.ers.state.tx.us/AboutERS/Board/Overview
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Reminders about HealthSelect
Medicare RxSM
Don't forget to take both your health plan ID card
and your prescription drug card when you buy
your drugs at the pharmacy. It's possible that the
prescription you're buying is covered by your health
insurance, not your prescription coverage. Contact
your health plan for more details. Some outpatient
prescription drugs may be covered under Medicare
Part B instead of Part D.

CONNECTION 3
Are you enrolled in Medicare, but not
enrolled in HealthSelect Medicare Rx?
If so, you may have received a letter from ERS telling
you about your January 1 enrollment in the prescription
plan administered by SilverScript Insurance Company.
You should receive a new prescription card this month.
If you haven't received one, contact SilverScript
Customer Care toll-free at (855) 344-0938, TTY - 711).
You can also find more information online: www.ers.
state.tx.us/CustomerSupport/FAQ/Prescription_
Drugs_Silverscript/.
If you're enrolled in an HMO, you'll stay in that
prescription plan. In the future, if you ever switch to
the HealthSelect Medicare Advantage PlansM or a
HealthSelects M Secondary plan through ERS, then
you'll be enrolled in HealthSelect Medicare Rx. View a
comparison at www.ers.state.tx.us/Retirees/Health/
Benefits/
Not eligible for Medicare yet?
You'll stay in your current prescription plan and
can continue using that prescription card. You'll
be enrolled in SilverScript once you sign up for
Medicare Parts A and B.

Deductibles start over
Medical deductibles and coinsurance maximums
for you and your family start over on January 1. A
medical deductible is the amount you pay before
your insurance starts to pay its share of the cost.

How do you know if you have a deductible? If you
are enrolled in HealthSelect Medicare Advantage

or KelseyCare Advantage HMO, you save money
because you do not have a deductible. If you are
enrolled in HealthSelect Secondary and are eligible
for Medicare, you have a deductible. You also have
a deductible if you are not eligible for Medicare and
live outside of Texas, or if you are in Texas and use
a provider who is not in the HealthSelect Secondary
network. HealthSelect secondary deductibles start
over each January.

Also, remember that there is a separate prescription
drug deductible for HealthSelect of Texas that
started over on September 1 and for HealthSelect
Medicare Rx that starts on January 1.

Inside ERS: Information Security
You hear it in the news all the time. Hackers gain access to a large
corporation's information system that sparks a security breach and panic
among millions of customers. Protecting personal information is of utmost
importance to any organization, especially to ERS, which has information
for more than 2.2 million people in our databases. How do we protect your
information from cyber thieves and unauthorized persons? How do we know
friends from enemies in the online world, among the many people who access
our website every day for benefits, jobs and other information?

Read more about information security and find tips for protecting your
data in the electronic version of Your ERS Connection.
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DISCOUNT
Purchase Prograrm
administered by BENEPLACE

Drop in on the Discount
Purchase Program
Your Discount Purchase Program offers great deals on
the products and services you need. Get 12 months
of online Rosetta Stone courses for just $179. Protect
your furry friends with Veterinary Pet Insurance.
Protect your home with an ADT security system. Save
on hearing aids from HearingPlanet. Buy your next car
through TrueCar, save thousands off MSRP. Find out
about savings on many other products and services at
www.DiscountProgramERS.com.

Choose the electronic version
of Your ERS Connection to:
* get information sooner

" go green

" cut costs

" read the full story

More details and information are available at
www.ers.state.tx.us for articles with the '
icon. On the ERS homepage click the "Retirees"
tab, then click "Retiree News" on the left to read
the full story.

Lots to like on
Facebook
How's retirement treating you?

Share your retirement stories, travels, and
even pictures of you and your grandchildren
at www.facebook.com/ersoftexas. Be sure
to like the ERS Facebook page for benefits
updates, retiree discounts, links to informative
presentations and event reminders.
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