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Texas travelers can now hit the

highway on-line by exploring
Texas Highways Magazine's
new Web site. Internet surfers
get to sneak a peek at a preview
listing of current features and zoom
in on the "Speaking of Texas,"

"For the Road" and "TexCetera"

departments. The site gives a
tour of the gift shop. offers links
to complementary sites and invites

everyone to subscribe. As an
added attraction, the editorial
staff will present each month

some of their favorite past stories

complete with color photos. An
expanded "Fun Forecast" lets
PC travelers search for events by

region, city and month. For the

best of Texas, key in http:l/www.
texashighways.com.

C O M I N G U P

If a popular congressional pro-
posal passes this month, the U.S.
Treasury Department will
replace the bald eagle on the flip
side of the quarter with 50 dis-
tinct designs, one from each state.
The Dallas Morning News reports
the debate in Texas has already

begun. So far state and local offi-
cials have suggested a Texas Long-
horn, the state seal, the Lone Star,

the Texas flag, an armadillo, an
oil well, the Alamo, a cowboy
and a silhouette of Kinky Friedman,
Gov. George W. Bush or his dad.
If the proposal is passed by the
House and Senate, the commem-
orative coins could generate up to

$5 billion if interest in collecting

the quarters is high. The coins
probably would be issued at a
rate of five per year, beginning
in 1999, in chronological order

according to when each state was

admitted to the U.S. As the 28th
state, Texas' quarter would be

released in 2004.

Columbus, Texas, is planning a
Terquasquicentennial Cele-
bration. Huh? That means one
of Texas' oldest towns will turn
175, at least according to C&VB
executive director Buddy Rau.
The City of Columbus was sur-
veyed and platted in 1823 by
members of Stephen F. Austin's
"Old Three Hundred." In honor

of their heritage, proud citizens
will sponsor a grand and festive
celebration May 14-17, 1998, that
promises to entertain and delight.
Buddy says this is a once-in-a-
lifetime celebration, so make
plans now to check it out. For

more info, call 409/732-8385.

PLACE S

Visitors are flocking to Sea World
of Texas in San Antonio for
the new Bird Lovers' Tour.
The hour-and-a-half guided tour
begins at the aviary of the Lost
Lagoon water adventure area,

where guests learn about beauti-
ful tropical birds and their behav-

ior. Visitors are then led to the
Texas Walk sculpture garden for
glimpses of birds common to

South Texas. The Penguin
Encounter marks the final stop

for close-up greetings with polar
birds, highlighted by a visit to the
brooder/incubator area. Guests

can arrange for both the Behind-
the-Scenes Tour or the new Bird
Lovers' Tour at the Information

and Reservations Center just
inside the park's main entrance.

Cost is $6 per person in addition

to park admission. For more
information, call 210/523-3611.

A 33-year-old Fort Worth
Aggie has turned a 1997 white

Chevrolet crew cab pickup into a
24-hour transportation service
that promises to become the
city's latest rage. The Austin
American-Statesman reports
Bradley Good bread sunk
$100,000 into his new country

cruiser to stretch it into a Texas-
style, nine-passenger limo, com-
plete with two television screens,

tape and CD players and a moon

roof with neon stars. Bradley
dons starched jeans, black boots,
tuxedo shirt, Western tie and hat
to become Truly Texas Lim-
ousine's only employee. The
rancher-turned-chauffeur charges

$12 5 an hour. For the ride of a
lifetime, call 817/589-0883.

Heaven forbid. The folks at
Galveston's Moody Gardens
have come up with yet another
way to educate and entertain.

The popular tourist spot will begin
hosting monthly Star Parties,
where visitors can join members

of the Johnson Space Center

Astronomical Society to explore
the moon, planets and stars. The

fun begins on Friday, September
26, when stargazers will gather

around powerful telescopes out-
side the Discovery Pyramid. The
October Star Party is set for Friday
the 24th. For details and times

call 1-800-582-4673.

The New Braunfels C&VB
reports visitor inquiries are soar-
ing since the opening this past

spring of the new highway visi-
tor center on 1-35. Numbers

SNAKE CHARMERS A state-of-the-art facility housing

more than 100 snakes, turtles, lizards, frogs and fish

from around the world opens this month at Waco's

Cameron Park Zoo. The $1.7-million Herpetarium

welcomes its new family to a 7,000-square-foot natural

environment. Green anacondas, pythons, king cobras,

chameleons and alligators emerge from the lush sur-

roundings of a tropical rain forest. The deadly mamba,

the fastest snake on earth, shares a harsh sandy setting with

other desert dwellers. Diamondback rattlers reign in a dimly lit

cave. Open daily at 1701 N. Fourth Street. Call 254/750-8400.
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are averaging almost 1,000 per
week, with an incredible 797 visi-

tor count between July 4 and 6.
The center is staffed by trained
volunteers Monday through Friday,

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday

and Sunday. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Call 830/625-2385 for more info.

More than 15 giant paintings tell

the history of El Campo in
murals in a new historical self-

guided trail. The murals, painted
on the sides of businesses, in-

clude the portrait of a local black-
smith, a pasture of Longhorns,

an old street scene, a horse and
buggy, an old Texaco truck, the
history of cotton and a rice har-
vest scene. Visitors can stop by
the chamber of commerce at 201

E. Jackson for a packet and a map.
Tour bus operators can call 409/
543-2713 to arrange for step-on
guides and extended tours.

In the early 1900s, Highlands
Mansion in Marlin was witness
to grand parties, romance, heart-

break and tragedy. In the sixties,
it was revived from neglect and

disrepair and opened for public
tours. The lavish, 8,300-square-
foot mansion took another turn
when it recently opened as Texas'

newest bed and breakfast inn.
Owners Diane and Don Cline
invite guests to experience the

home's rich and intriguing histo-

ry and indulge in the opulence
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TRAVEL TALES OVERHEARD

JUDGE ROY BEAN TIC
Counselor Brenda Baker said
with major renovation of the
visitor center, cactus gardens
and opera house nearing com-

pletion, "the day of the porta
potty" will become history by

the end of October. The "Opera

House, Town Hall and Seat of
Justice," which was actually

the judge's home, was donated

to TxDOT by the Val Verde

County Historical Commission
in 1994. Soon it will give life
to another important chapter
from the "Law West of the
Pecos." The staff's passion for

the past ends here. Brenda said
when the ballots were cast,

nobody voted to keep the 105-
degree outdoor privies for
old-time sake.

GAINESVILLE TIC Manager

Cheryl Cash says the state line
marker at the Gainesville TIC is
now a star. In a newly released
video by Asleep At the Wheel, the
band belts out the best in country

music as TxDOT's "Welcome to
Texas" sign invites fans to "Boogie
Back to Texas." The band and
the sign are getting nationwide
exposure on CMT cable network.
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and grandeur of a bygone time.
The extravagance of gold leaf,
Italian glass, nine fireplaces and
Victorian reproductions is coupled
with modern touches, including a

gazebo with a spa. Five guest
rooms with private baths rent for
$95 to $150 double. At the inter-

section of Texas 6 and F.M. 147,
1413 McClanahan Road. Call
254/803-2813 for reservations.

Last month, Gov. George
W. Bush stood before a small
gathering of supporters on a
patio at the historic Gage Hotel
in Marathon. He told the crowd
that their home is a Texas tour-
ism jewel. The Austin American-

Statesman reports with the

construction of hotels and an
increase in hotel tax revenue,

residents can feel the growth of

tourism. But the armed standoff

of the Republic of Texas sepa-
ratists and the use of military

troops on the border for drug
interdiction are fresh on their
minds. The region could become

a dump site for nuclear waste if

Congress approves. The skies

could fill with the roar of low-
flying German Air Force jets
running training missions.
Already air pollution is a prob-
lem, probably caused by a coal-
burning power plant and manu-

facturing plants in northern
Mexico. People running hotels,
restaurants and chambers of

commerce expressed concern
over the effects on business.

While tourists retreat to the area
for its serenity and beauty, resi-
dents are feeling battered from
all sides.

FACE S

A West Texas treasure died
last month at age 99. HaIlie
Crawford Stillwell, born in
Waco on October 20, 1897, was
known as a grassroots historian,

natural storyteller and author
from the wilds of the Big Bend.
Her first book, "How Come It's
Called That: Place Names in the
Big Bend Country," has remained
one of the best sources of infor-
mation on the region since 1958.

Her book of memoirs, titled
"I'll Gather My Geese," was pub-
lished in 1991. That same year
a museum devoted to her life
opened at the RV park and store
on the Stillwell Ranch south of
Marathon. In addition to her

own books, she was an important
resource in the writing of several

others. Journalist Mike Cox, a
friend of Hallie's and a contrib-
utor to the Austin American-

Statesman, writes that Hallie

moved to the Big Bend region
with her family in 191(1, "riding
on the spring seat of a mule-
drawn covered wagon." In the
midst of the Mexican Revolu-
tion and the days of Pancho

Villa, she armed herself with a

SHIP SHAPE The Texas Histor-

ical Commission reports con-

servation of the more

than 700,000 artifactsPr7I

recovered from French explorer La Salle's

ship La Belle continues at the Texas A&M

Conservation Research Laboratory in College

Station. Two traveling exhibits will be un-

veiled in early 1999-one for major museums

and another for regional and community cen-

ters. Preliminary plans are being developed

for construction of a full-scale reproduction

of La Belle. For more info, call 512/463-7096.



six-shooter and left Alpine for
Presidio to teach first grade. The
pistol, she said, was worn to pro-
tect her not only from bandits

but from Texas Rangers and U.S.
Cavalry soldiers, as well. For
14 years she served as justice
of the peace, acting as coroner,
performing marriages and doling
out justice. Hallie Crawford
Stillwell was known as a woman
of "true grit and rare wit."

Margie Ranc was hired as
the first full-time director of the
Dallas/Fort Worth Tourism
Council, a tourism marketing
association that represents 26
North Texas cities and more
than 150 attractions, hotels,
restaurants, shopping centers

and transportation services.
Margie came to the Council
with 17 years of tourism market-
ing and public relations exper-
ience, and has headed destina-
tion marketing agencies in New
Mexico, Virginia and California.
To welcome her Texas-style, call

817/416-0527.

HISTORY

Soon after the Great Migration
in 1914, American philanthro-
pist Julius Rosenwald built
more than 5,000 schools to pro-
vide industrial education in the
Southern states for African
Americans. With 464 schools
and 527 buildings, Texas ranked
third in the number of Rosen-
wald School structures. With
the assistance of county histor-
ical commissions, the Texas
Historical Commission will
locate and document the build-
ings. Once the information is
gathered, existing schools will
become part of a multiple prop-
erty nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places.

Karen Riles, who's spearhead-
ing the search, said the project
has attracted national and local
media attention. For details,
call 512/475-2692.

The $10-million restoration of the
San Jacinto Monument near
Houston continues as sched-
uled. The 570-foot shaft, built in
1939, marks the site of the final
battle for Texas independence in
1836. Crews will replace 800
to 1,000 blocks of limestone, a
tenth of the monument's stone,
from the original quarry north
of Austin. The attraction will
remain open throughout con-
struction, which should be com-
plete sometime in 1999. At
San Jacinto Battleground State
Historic Park, 22 miles east
of downtown off Texas 134.

MUSEUMS

A wondrous world of science

magic awaits visitors at
Fondren Discovery Place,
the latest addition at the Hous-
ton Museum of Natural

%TEXAS
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Where is the site of

the first golf course

built in America?
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SINGLE EXPOSURE The Museum of

Fine Arts, Houston, will become the

only U.S. venue for a show of rare-

ly seen photographic works of

Pablo Picasso, November 16

through February 1. The Dark Mirror:

Picasso and Photography will feature more

than 200 photographs and 100 paintings,

drawings, prints, collages and sculpture

that illustrate the way Picasso used

photography in the creative process. Open

Tuesday through Sunday at 1001 Bissonnet.

For more information, call 713/639-7300.

Science. Works, Waves and
Wonder, the attraction's three
major themes, encompass 6,600
square feet of more than 40
hands-on interactive physical
science exhibits. At Works, visi-
tors step onto a fantasy factory
floor, where they walk on bridges
without piers, discover how a
roller coaster coasts, lift fifty
pounds with one finger and find
out how to swing for a home run.
A ball that never falls and a tor-
nado that never moves are found
at Waves, a laboratory of natural
motions. Things are not quite
what they seem at Wonder, where
guests learn what keeps perpetual
motion machines moving and
what happens when they push a
two-ton engine too far. Open
daily at One Hermann Circle
Drive; 713/639-4600.

One hundred and fifteen million
years ago, along the shores and
estuaries west of Fort Worth, a
primitive species of the dinosaur
Tenontosaurus lived and for-
aged on plant life that grew near
the water's edge. In 1988, the
bones of this gentle giant were
discovered on-the Doss Ranch in
western Parker County and given
a home with the Fort Worth
Museum of Science and

History. The seven-foot tall,
20-foot long, plant-eating reptile
has become part of the Lone Star
Dinosaurs exhibit and the mu-
seum's first complete Texas
skeleton displayed. The Journal

of Vertebrate Paleontology,

the publication of the Society of
Vertebrate Paleontology, the
leading scientific authority in the

study of dinosaurs, confirmed
the existence of the "new" Ten-
ontosaurus dossi species in its
June 1997 issue. The species is
an older member of a genus of
dinosaurs found in Montana,
giving scientists a rare opportu-

nity to examine the evolutionary
changes that occurred over a rela-
tively short geological period of
time. The museum is open daily
at 1501 Montgomery Street. Call
817/732-1631 for more details.

The Austin Children's
Museum shut down its Fifth
Street operation on August 31
to make way for bigger and
better things. Exhibits and staff
will relocate to a larger facility
at the intersection of Second and
Colorado streets and will reopen
for visitors sometime in late fall.
Phone numbers will remain the
same. For more information,
call 512/472-2494.



Month, Percent Visitors Percent
TRAVEL CENTER Visitors Variation* Year-to-date Variation*

Amarillo 12,903 -13.22 114,615 +4.01

Anthony 14,043 +8.41 . 109,470 -8.59

Denison 20,073 +39.22 160,977 +21.62

Gainesville 31,515 -1.98 235,176 -4.54

Langtry 6,966 +11.05 67,692 -13.42

Laredo 11,160 +11.48 67,425 -34.47

Orange 42,435 -32.34 356,739 -31.45

Texarkana 40,707 -4.65 315,339 -19.76

Valley 19,761 +5.36 298,170 +10.99

Waskom 54,234 +8.41 482,829 +21.23

Wichita Falls 18,906 -3.92 148,917 +2.80

Capitol Complex 9,006 -.27 79,680 +7.20

1-800 Phone Center 5,415 -50.56 63,393 -36.74

CENTER TOTALS 287,124 -5.72 2,500,422 -7.03

Dial toll-free 1-800-452-9292 for travel assistance
from TxDOT's Texas Travel Information Centers

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily)
Internet address: http://traveltex.com

Data as of August 31, 1997
*Compared to last yea
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MAIL SERVICES This Mo. Y-T-D

51,863 829,085

SERVICES TO THE
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

TxDOT TRAX System This Mo. Y-T-D

Subscriber inquiries 39

Addresses offered 51,632

Addresses transmitted 17,386

Addresses transmitted 354,292


