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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

FqRON

AS YOU may have guessed from our covers,
it's bluebonnet time in Texas. It's also the

season for coreopsis, Indian paintbrush,
evening primrose, Indian blanket, and other
colorful blossoms. Enjoy this issue, because this
year, the wildflower shows in the pages of
Texas Highways may be more spectacular than
those found in fields and along roadsides.

Texas Department of Transportation bota-
nist Karen Clary didn't have very encouraging

words for this year's wildflower forecast when I
spoke to her shortly before going to press in late

February: "The drought has hit the entire state,
and with little to no winter rains, the news isn't
good," Karen said. "Sometimes Mother Nature
plays tricks on us, and we may end up being sur-
prised, but now I'm worried about it."

Ecologist Mark Simmons at the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center echoed Karen's fore-
cast: "The drought maps at the National
Weather Service site (www.nws.noaa.gov) are a
good indicator of where the best displays will

be," he said. "But, the little pulses of rain we've
had may help the germination of Indian blan-

kets, black-eyed Susans,
and the daisies. If rain
picks up, we could see

some species do really well
later in the spring. The fact
is we don't really know,

and that's what makes this
exciting." Mark said that
the wildflower center had

been nursing its bluebon-
nets with water, so the
flowers will be visible there J1111 fy un (, nu WI

and in moister areas of the last April's unveiling

state. The center is in south- of Elmer at the San A

west Austin at 4801 La Crosse. Directions and
a wealth of information are available by calling

512/292-4200; www.wildflower.org.
For information about where to view opti-

mal stands of colorful blooms, call the Texas
Department of Transportation's Wildflower Hot-
line at 800/452-9292. If it's a poor wildflower
season, information on the hotline will, of

course, be limited. Mark Simmons also suggest-
ed that ranchers and farmers are an excellent
source for predicting the state of wildflowers.

To order a free copy of our colorful Wild-
flowers of Texas brochure, which includes photo-
graphs and information about 52 of Texas' most

popular wildflowers and where to find them,
write to TxDOT, Travel Division, Box 149249,
Austin 78714-9249.

FOR THOSE of you who are photographers, don't

l l
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San Antonio's Witte Museum president, Manse McDermott,
helps children identify invertebrates at the River Alive! ex-
hibit. The Witte story begins on page 58.

miss photography editor Michael A. Murphy's
"Spotlight on Photography" (page 14), in which
Mike shares his tips on how to take great wild-
flower photographs. Whether you need advice on
ISO speed, composition, lighting, or using a

shutter release, we think that Mike's advice can
help you get more satisfying photographs....

ELSEWHERE in this issue, regular contributor June
Naylor interviews singer/songwriter Pat Green
about his hometown, Waco (page 22). Pat is Tex-
an through-and-through, with such songs as
"Texas on My Mind" and "I Like Texas." In the
first of what we plan to make an occasional series

COURTESY SAN ANGEo eva of celebrity interviews, you
can learn where Pat likes to

go in Waco, and what he val-
ues about the community....

THIS MONTH, associate editor
Nola McKey writes about San
Angelo's cultural scene (page
52). As part of her story,
she interviewed writer Elmer
Kelton, whose distinguished

i Gui UII e career has earned him seven
immy Don's bronze major awards from the
elo Visitor Center. Western Writers of America

(including the accolade "Best Western Writer of
All Time"). Unfortunately, we didn't have room

to publish Nola's interview with Elmer, but you

can learn his thoughts on San Angelo's history, its

culture, and what makes it a great small city by
going to the Web Extra on our home page,
www.texashighways.com....

THIS MONTH'S Escape to... will be our last for
now. Next month, we'll introduce a new de-

partment, Top Tables, which focuses on food.
We hope you eat it up....

EVEN if the wildflowers aren't spectacular this
month, it's still a great time to get out and enjoy
Texas' myriad offerings.
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ABOUT OUR COVERS Bluebonnets may be the stars

of the state's wilcflower show, but they keep company with

many other gorgeous bloomers, including Indian paintbrush,
Drummond phlox and baby blue-eyes, as shown here. Our

18-page bloomapalooza, which starts on page 34, features

a flurry of other flowers, too. Front cover photo Don Allen.
Back cover photo Richard Reynolds.

TOP LEFT AND RIGHT PHCTOS BY J GRIFFIS SMITH; ABOVE LEFT PHOTO: RICK PATRICK

2006 ooFEATUR ES

22 A TEXAS HIGHWAYS MOMENT WITH PAT GREEN Country star and
Waco native Pat Green spills the beans about his hometown favorites. BY JUNE NAYLOR

26 U.S. 281: TEXAS FROM THE TOP DOWN This colorful highway takes
travelers from the Red R ver to the silvery Rio Grande. The 650-mile Texas stretch includes
Spanish missions, Crazy Wate-, and pleity of scenic surprises. BY JUNE NAYLOR, PHOTOGRAPHS
BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

34 TEXAS WILDFLOWERS: THE COLORS OF DREAMS Reflectingthe
glorious spectrum of wilcflowers that blanket the state in spring, cur annual April feature showcases
a dreamy collection of images that spreads over 18 pages. INTRODUCTION BY MARTY LANGE

52 CULTURE ON THE CONCHO: SAN ANGELO AND THE ARTS
Considered by many a West Texas oasis, San Angelo is fast gaining a reputa-
tion for having a vibrant =rts scene. An: with three major events this month, us 281

that scene is especially stunning. BY NC'LA McKEY PHOTOGRAPHS BY 26 WEATHERFORD

J M68J. GRIFFIS SMITH SAN ANGELO

58 WOWED BY THE WITT E With art facts that span Texas'
past from geologic time trough the 20ti Century. San Antonio's Witte Museum
has been wowing folks fc- 80 years Now, it's poised for a major expansion.
BY JACK LOWRY, PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRI=FIS SP/ITH

52 "22
W~co

SAN 58
ANTONIO I 16 PORT

LAVACA
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* PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS AVAILABLE The images on pages 3L-35, pages 36-37, pages 38-39,
pages 46-47, pages 50-51 and page 77 are available as prints in two distinctive formats. To order, call
toll-free 866/962-1191, c- visit www magazineprints.com.
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L.W.
Houston

Show 'Em Your Motto
MARTY Lange's article "What's in a Name?"
[February] is my favorite so far this year. Ever
since I was a little boy, I have been fascinated
by those oftentimes off-the-beaten-path signs
that stick out at you and scream what the up-
coming town is all about. Those old signs give
a town its character. But imagine my shock
and horror when the most popular city motto
for my hometown of Midland was not men-
tioned..."The Tall City, Where the Sky's the Lim-
it." As you drive toward the city from any angle,
the skyline grabs you and draws you in.

LYNN CLINE
Midland

HOW could you leave out Corpus Christi, the
king of town mottoes? Consider: "The Naples
of the Gulf," "The Port of Play and Profit;' and
"The Sparkling City By the Sea"-in chronologi-
cal order, starting from about the 1930s. Or,
maybe this: "Corpus Christi, where the wind
blows, the oil flows, the grass grows, and

it never snows" That one
is probably at least 50
years old.

CHARLES COLEMAN

San Antonio

DEER Park's motto is
"The Birthplace of Texas."
Surely the town deserves
some kind of mention in
your very informative
magazine. Please don't
leave out a great city, with
trict, in our great state.

Timeless Texas
I FOUND a pleasant
surprise in "Texas Then
and Now" [February].
There, in the historical
photo of Corpus Christi's
North Beach, were the
three white, stately, two-
story Shoreline Courts
where we spent many fun
weekends during the sum-
mers in the '40s (with no

a great school dis-

ART RECORDS
Deer Park

HOW could you have missed "Olney, Home
of the One Arm Dove Hunt"? The event is
held every year [in September], and those
without one or both arms, missing fingers, etc.
come for the celebrated dove hunt. The event
is in its 35th year and has attendees from all

air conditioning). It was nothing for my parents,
two brothers, and me to leave San Antonio for
North Beach on a Friday evening. You brought
back good memories of my childhood. Thank
you for a number-one magazine.

MARIAN PAWLIK
Marble Falls

THE PHOTO of the Big Bend Basin and Casa
Grande caught my eye immediately. I have an 4

oil painting in my office that my father did

No matter where you Icok there's history. Ahead are century-old cotton farms and restored 0 TEXAS

depots marking town beginnings. To the side are pioneer villages, elegant house museums and HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

some of the best barbecue in Texas. Following intently are the stories of people who made Texas Te uaenujareaera

great. So get in the car, take a look around - you can see your heritage from here.

For free driving maps of the Br zos Trail or other Texas Heritage Trails, call 866/276-6219 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/travel. /1

Photo courtesy Texas State Library & Archives Commission
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SURVIVING the LUXURIOUS WILDERNESS -

WHEN CRO'SSNa
SWOLLEN RIVR

KEEP YOUR WEIGHT BALANCE
AND YOUR MIND OFF THE
PECAN-CRUSTED TROUT ON TONIGHT'S MENU4

Rarely does one find thnis f 2

much luxury surrounded

[ by this much nature. Situated on

S~ -4/

.A444

the Colorado River, zo miles from

downtown Austin, you'll find the

nature-rich Lost Pines Region. At the

region s center is historic downtown

Bastrop, Texas. Surrounding town,

wilderness experiences abound at

State Parks and along the Colorado,

offering travelers biking, hiking,

canoeing and more. I With the opening

of Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort

and Spa in June 2006, the entire

area becomes even more unique.

Hyatt Lost Pines provides a luxurious

retreat including full spa services,

live music, championship golf and

fine dining. I Discover the luxurious

wilderness of the Lost Pines Region.
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back in 1966 that is practically the same per-
spective as that of Richard Reynolds' photo in
the article. I quickly clipped the pictures from
the article, and they are now a part of the ex-
hibit. Dad is deceased, but your article brings
back very fond memories of watching him cre-
ate that painting.

RODNEY WHEELER

Dale

Schilo's Is Tops
HOWARD Peacock's article on "Quirkish De-
lights: Distinctive Dining in San Antonio" [Feb-
ruary] was very interesting and informative,
but he missed a few points about Schilo's.
In fact, I really wouldn't classify the place as
quirky at all, except that in this age of theme
restaurants and canned ambiance, it has a
thoroughly genuine atmosphere. It is what it is,
a place where customers are welcomed as if
they were long-lost relatives, and the food
makes them wish they were.

As a wheelchair-bound person, I really ap-
preciated the wait staff's helpfulness in getting

RICHARD REYNOLDS

Texas Then and Now, which includes historical and contemporary
images of landmarks, like Big Bend's Casa Grande (above).

me into the pre-politically-corrected building.
The restaurant was very busy, and yet they did
everything they could to make me feel comfort-
able. The split-pea soup notwithstanding, the
vegetable soup was as good or better than any
I have ever had. But my favorite feature of all is
the delicious, homemade root beer. I'm a root-
beer lover, and their brew has ruined me for
any bottled root beer. They serve it by the
pitcher with frosted mugs-it is so rich and full-

/

/

bodied. I have just made my-
self miserable, because I live
half the state away and I can't
get there today!

SHANNON EMRICK

Lufkin

Shipshape
MY WIFE and I really enjoy
TH each month. However, being
both a displaced Texan and a
retired Naval Officer, I could
not help but notice the 27-ton
displacement credited to the
U.S.S. TEXAS in February's For
the Road. The actual displace-
ment (that's weight, for land-
lubbers) is 27,000 tons. I sus-

pect 27 tons might cover a portion of the
weight of one of the TEXAS' gun turrets. Thanks
for your great magazine.

CAPT. CLINT CONEWAY, USN (RET.)
Coronado, California

ED. NOTE: Well, this is proof that you should
never ask a battleship her weight! Thanks to
you and everyone else who weighed in on this
matter, including reader Bill Black of Falmouth,

I
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Massachusetts, who wrote, "Gilligan's Minnow
might have been 27 tons, but the U.S.S. TEXAS?
Not even close!"

Wildcatter Dreams
WE THOROUGHLY enjoyed February's article
on the Wildcatter Ranch. My husband, Darrell,
and I are part owners of the ranch, and it has
been like a dream-come-true to watch it devel-
op from strictly rugged land into the beautiful

* 

1,

Scoopup i
miles of nC
s.n casttz

Fitt-up .n

savor the >

800.766.-'

property it is today. Darrell designed and built
the restaurant, cabins, and equestrian area.
Thank you for the super job you do with your
magazine.

LANA WEATHERBEE
Graham

We'll Second That...
KUDOS to the staff at the Country Junction
Cafe, included in February's Readers Recom-
mend. My husband and I were visiting the
Christoval area and stopped there for break-
fast. I mentioned to waitress Launa Reed that

(iTh

k

PADRE AND MANG ISLANDS

11 i ii

we had read about her and the caf6's wonder-
ful chicken-salad sandwiches. As we were leav-
ing after being fully satisfied (and having got-
ten tips from the local customers on places
to see in the area), Launa brought us a "take-
away": a wonderful chicken-salad sandwich
"on the house." Wow, what great hospitality!

EARL AND JANET HOLT
Sarnia, Ontario
Canada

Spell Check
BILL Clough's article on the Berclair Mansion
[February, Just Passing Through] is outstanding,
but the family name is Wilkinson, not Wilker-
son. I'm a proud member of the Wilkinson fam-
ily, who donated the "Big House" to the Beeville
Art Association.

BOB WOOD
Cuero 4

ED. NOTE: Bob, we apologize to you and your
family. Everyone who reviewed the article
missed the error.

Missed It By a Harrisburg
REGARDING "Floating Capitol of Texas," in
February's Speaking of Texas: The item refers to
Harrisburg as near present-day Houston. Actu-
ally, Harrisburg is inside Houston, as it is on
the south side of the Ship Channel, and is usu-
ally referred to as the East End. It was annexed
by Houston in 1926. It was one league of land
granted to John R. Harris in 1824, part of an
agreement with Stephen F Austin. When the
Allen brothers came in 1832, they were not
sure they could get a clear title on land in Har-
risburg, as Mr. Harris had died in 1829 of yel-
low fever while on a trip to New Orleans. So the
Allen brothers went on up the bayou and set-
tled on the land they named Houston. Harris-
burg, in my opinion, does not get the place it
deserves in Texas history.

WILLIAM PUTMAN
Pearland

ED. NOTE: Thanks, William. And while we're
setting the record straight, the editors (not
writer Mary Ramos) added the information on
Harrisburg, and noticed the error only after it
was too late to correct it.

The Chosen Ones
REGARDING the Readers' Choice "Favorite
Restaurant for Hamburgers" [January]: Vicki's
Burger Barn, in an old filling station on Texas
27 in Center Point (about 10 miles southeast

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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of Kerrville), has the best hamburgers that I
know of. Try it. It will be at the top of your read-
ers' list next time.

LIONEL FRAM

Kerrville

ED. NOTE: Vicki's Burger Barn is at 5887 Texas
27; 830/634-7669.

WOW! I can't believe you still haven't found it!
In your November 2003 issue, there was an ar-
ticle on "Food for the Soul: Bluegrass, Catfish,
and More:' which listed some Southern-fried-
catfish joints. And in the January 2006 Readers'
Choice results, I failed to see this place men-
tioned under "Favorite Restaurant for Catfish."

I'm talking about The Fish Fry restaurant in
Paris. They have a tasty, all-you-can-eat catfish
dinner served with green-tomato relish, French
fries, coleslaw, hushpuppies, and onions. When
we visit my grandmother, it's always a unani-
mous vote to eat at The Fish Fry.

EDWARD AUSTIN

Pearsall

ED. NOTE: The Fish Fry (celebrating its 30th
anniversary this year) is at 3500 NE Loop
286; 903/785-6144. Open evenings Tue-Sat.

Steely on Concrete
OUR SCIENTIFIC comparison of Texas and
Arizona continues. TH aids this endeavor im-
mensely, but also makes us homesick. One of
the latest eye-popping additions to the plus
column for Texas is the faux bois concrete art-
work of Dionicio Rodriguez [featured in Janu-
ary]. Arizona has nothing like it!

Thanks to you and author Mary Ramos for
featuring Rodriguez's work. Please pass along
to your readers the news that Patsy Light of
San Antonio, who wrote the National Register
nomination that supplied much of your article's
detail, is soon bringing her research to book
form. Texas A&M University Press just an-
nounced its upcoming production of Patsy's
manuscript, covering all of Rodriguez's magic
concrete, from Texas to Tennessee. Watch for
the book, tentatively titled Trabajo R6stico:
The Cement Art of Dionicio Rodriguez.

JIM AND BARBARA STEELY
Phoenix, Arizona

ED. NOTE: Good to hear from you, Jim and
Barbara. Trabajo R6stico is scheduled for re-
lease sometime next year; for updates, call
Texas A&M University Press at 800/826-8911;
www. tamu. edu/upress.

Remembering Alamo
A COUPLE of years ago, my husband and I
took a wonderful trip to Texas. While there, we
traveled some "off the beaten path" roads
through small towns and also traveled through
some of your beautiful cities. We did and saw
so many great things-I can't begin to list them
all. I hadn't been to Texas since I was very
young, so it was a very exciting trip for me. We
traveled all the way south to the town of Alarro
to visit a couple of dear friends, one of whom
is a true-born, super Texas lady. After we got
home, our friends subscribed to TH for us, and

we fell in love with your magazine. I may not
live in Texas, but Texas is in my heart and on
my mind every day. Thank you for your wonder-
ful magazine and for our wonderful friends.

BRUCE AND DONNA THOMAS
St. George, South Carolina

WRITE OR E-MAIL: Talk to TH, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009; fax 512/486-5879; e-mail:
letters 05@texashighways.com. web site: www.
texashighways.com. Though we are unable to print
every letter, we just might select yours to appear in the
magazine-whether you send us kudos or criticism. We
reserve the right to edit letters.
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THIS MONTH'S TOP PICKS AND PLACES

Play Ball!
READY OR NOT, IT'S SPRINGTIME, AND WITH IT COMES

another baseball season. Can the players possibly

match last year's incredible highlights? See for your-

self: Cheer on the National League champion Houston

Astros at Minute Maid Park, the Texas Rangers at

Ameriquest Field in Arlington, the NCAA champion Uni-

versity of Texas Longhorns in Austin, and Texas League

teams from Frisco to Midland.

IpL JU~i~

If your travels this springtime take you to the
sparkling Gulf Coast, catch the Hooks at beau-
tiful new Whataburger Field, on the bay in
Corpus Christi. You can't miss the ballpark's
colossal new sculpture of a minor league base-
ball player, For the Love of the Game, by noted
Cedar Hill artist Seth Vandable. Eighteen feet
tall from top to bottom and situated atop a two-
foot pedestal, this stately statue is definitely
something you can look up to.

Bring on the hot dogs, peanuts, popcorn,

nachos, and "
At Whataburger Field in Curpus

Cracker Jacks Game pays tribute to minor-lea
... souvenir cap,
scorecard, base hit, double play, great catch,
seventh-inning stretch, squeeze bunt, wild
pitch....Batter up! Call 361/561-HOOK; www.
cchooks.com.

A WESTERN SWINGIN' MUSEUM
IT'S A SMALL MUSEUM IN A SMALL
town, but the subject matter of Quitman's new

Christi, sculptor Seth Vandable's For the Love of the
gue baseball players.

Light Crust Doughboys Hall of Fame and Muse-
um is musically huge.

Located in picturesque Governor Jim Hogg
City Park, the one-room museum chronicles the
origins and development of the world's longest-
running Western Swing band, the Light Crust
Doughboys.

In 1931, W. Lee "Pappy" O'Daniel, president

THE STARK MUSEUM OF ART
12 GREEN AVENUL ORANGE 4J9.SS3.6(o I
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of Fort Worth's Burrus Mill and Elevator Compa-
ny, hired fiddle player Bob Wills and his "hillbil-
ly" band to promote the company's Light Crust
Flour on a morning radio show. Performing as
the Light Crust Doughboys, Wills, guitarist Her-
man Arnspiger, and vocalist Milton Brown
gained such a following that O'Daniel later rode
his radio fame into the Texas governorship. Bob
Wills and Milton Brown quickly formed their own
bands, but the Light Crust Doughboys kept play-
ing and recording, and they've done so ever
since, except for a few months during World War
II. The Doughboys remain a Grammy-winning
Western Swing powerhouse.

At the museum, key artifacts on display in-
clude historical photos galore; the piano of the
late Doughboy Marvin "Smokey" Montgomery,
who played with the band for nearly 70 years;
bass guitars of current bassist and band man-
ager Art Greenhaw; the band's 1987 Chevrolet
Caprice touring car; and a scrapbook kept by
Governor O'Daniel's secretary.

The museum is operated by the Quitman
Heritage Foundation, which hosts the Spring
Swing Festival May 6-7. The Light Crust Dough-
boys will play on Saturday, as will Western
Swing star Dave Alexander. Sunday features

gospel music. Call 903/763-2701; www.
quitmanheritage.org. -RANDY MALLORY

THE WIENER TAKES ALL
HERE'S THE DOWN-LOW: ON APRIL 29-30,
Buda goes to the dogs. That's when the
9th annual Country Fair and Wiener Dog Races,
held at City Park and sponsored by the Buda
Lions Club, brings in thousands of spectators to
City Park to eat barbecue, play games, listen to
music, and watch a hundred or so dachshunds
compete for prizes.

Originally a local event, the Country Fair has
received national attention since 1998, when
Lions Club member Diane Krejci dreamed up the
dachshund races to entice more visitors. Now,
humans and their short-legged pals from across
the country come to Buda each April
for the weekend-long competition. There's even a
movie about it: Buda mayor John Trube and his
wife, Elise Ballard, filmed the event for
several years, and in 2004, they released the
25-minute movie Lord of the Wiens: A
Dachumentary.

The fair, which also features arts and crafts, a
magic show, and numerous cookoffs and bake-
offs, kicks off Saturday morning with a wiener

April 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 9
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GRAPEVINE, TEXAS
EXPERIENCE I T !
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n Street
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vine
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" Great shopping in the Mai
Historic District, Bass Pro S
Outdoor World and Grape
Mills Mall

" Eight winery tasting room

" Over 200 restaurants

" Centrally located in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area

800. 457- 6338
ONI L nERTY PARK PLA/A " GRAPEV[NE, TEXAS " 76051 " www.grapevinetexasusa.cm

dog parade and a best-dressed-pet contest.
Then, it's off to the races! Seven dachshunds at
a time race 100 feet from starting gate to finish
line, where their proud owners reward them
with toys and treats. Not every hound makes it
to the finish line, however: For every sure-foot-
ed wiener, there's another that takes a "stop-
and-smell-the-roses" approach to racing. No
matter how these little dogs perform, with more
than 300 wiggly wiener-dogs racing their
hearts out during the weekend, you're sure to
be entertained. Call 512/295-9999; www.
budalionsclub.com. -MARCY DAVIS

FUN IN FORT WORTH
ART, MUSIC, AND FOOD COMBINE FOR

guaranteed good times at this year's Main
Street Fort Worth Arts Festival in downtown
Fort Worth, which celebrates its 21st year April
20-23. Some 500,000 attendees came last
year to enjoy outdoor performances and peruse
the works of artists from around the globe.

This year, join them! With the Fort Worth sky-
line as a stunning backdrop, Main Street daz-
zles during this event. Cowtown, meet your artis-
tic side. Call 817/336-ARTS; www.mainstreet
artsfest.org.

Also in the city "Where the West Begins:' the
Fort Worth Museum of Science and History
presents Lost in Paradise: Hawaii's Plants at
Risk, through May 21. Loaned by the Botanical
Research Institute of Texas (BRIT), the collection
includes 109 photographic enlargements of

Hawaii's rare and endangered plant species.
Each of the exhibition's five sections represents
one of the island chain's five ecological zones:
wet forest, dry forest, bog, alpine region, and

coastal environment. Says exhibit curator
Robert Gustafson of Los Angeles, "Perhaps no

other volcanic islands group in the Pacific has
as interesting a flora as that of the Hawaiian
Islands. And nowhere in the United States are
native plants more seriously threatened than
in our 50th state." Call 817/255-9300; www.
fortworthmuseum.org.

FACES OF LATIN AMERICA
THROUGH APRIL 30, THE SAN ANTONIO
Museum of Art hosts Retratos: 2,000 Years of

Latin American Portraits, an exhibition of ap-
proximately 115 paintings and sculptures bor-
rowed from museums and private collections

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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WAcsAIANGTON COUNTY~

Tate
the History.
Not to mention the ice cream.

4 
-Rich in history,

Vas Ingto ounty o ers you
a glimpse into a time that was.

the San Antonio Museum of Art through April 30.
Crowned Nun, by an anonymous artist, hails from
Mexico and dates to the late 18th Century.

throughout Latin America, Europe, and the Unit-
ed States.

Divided into five chronological sections and
representing more than 15 countries, Retratos
traces the evolution of portraiture from pre-
Columbian times to today. What does an ancient
ceramic Peruvian vessel have in common with
an Ecuadorian holograph? Spend some time
studying the works in this stellar display, and
see for yourself. Call 210/978-8100; www.
samuseum.org.

WHEEL ADVENTURES
WHEN SPRINGTIME ARRIVES, LOTS OF
folks head to the Hill Country to take in the
roadside flowers, and the area around Freder-
icksburg remains perennially popular. This sea-
son, make a date to see the petals while you
pedal, thanks to www.CycleTexas.com, a new
Web site that provides detailed cycling informa-
tion about the Hill Country. Here's your source
for scenic routes, visitor resources (lodging,
restaurants, and bike shops, for example), a
local events calendar, tips on avoiding trouble
(how do you cycle across a cattle guard?), and
information regarding responsible use of public
roadways.

Local merchants have even teamed up to
sponsor specific sightseeing routes, which range
in length from 19 to 55 miles. On the site, you
can learn about the route's topography and
download free maps, not to mention learn what
you'll find along the way-including restrooms

Join the fun in
Downtown Brenham

National Main Street City

Antique Rose
Emporium

979-836-5548

Must Be Heaven Best Western Inn
A Brenham Tradition! of Brenham

979-830-8536 979-251-7791

Clarann Wildlife [Ilison's Greenhouses
Habitat Pick fiesh tomatoes!

979-836-3499 979-836-6011

Washington-on-the Brazos Burton Cotton Gin BlissWood
State Historic Site Festival April 21-23 Bed & Breakfast

936-878-2214 979-289-3378 713-301-3235

FOR A FREE VIsIToR's GUIDE, CALL 1-800-509-1752
WWW.BRENHAMTEXAS.COM

BRENHAM -BURTON- CHAPPELL HILL -INDEPENDENCE -WASHINGTON
Halfway between Houston and Austin on Hwy. 290
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Welcome to our splendid island...

Just minutes from Houston, Galveston is Texas'
most beautiful, entertaining, and historic island.

Come enjoin 32 miles of sun-drenched beaches,
temperate weather tjear round, blocks and

blocks of Victorian architecture, countless
exciting attractions, fantastic festivals, shopping

on Galveston's Historic Downtown Strand
District and much more!

GALVTfiN
CON rv enoNs VSORs BUREAU

1-888-GAL-ISLE
www.-alveston.comr

- p

HRoAn
and spots to simply stretch your legs. Log on to
www.CycleTexas.com.

Also in Gillespie County, check out the new
Gillespie County Rural Schools Trail, a driving
route that takes you to 12 historic country
schools. The schools, which date to the 1870s
and 1880s, were recently added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places. Building types
range from limestone to wood frame, reflecting
the financial standing of the communities they
served. An open house on April 1 serves as the
trail's official kickoff, and features a brief cere-
mony followed by a barbecue dinner. Call
888/997-3600; www.historicschools.org.

NATURALLY ENLIGHTENING
THE HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL
Science hits a home run with three don't-miss
exhibitions this spring and summer. Gunther
von Hagens' BODY WORLDS 3: The Anatomi-
cal Exhibition of Real Human Bodies (through
Sep. 4) presents more than 200 organs and ac-
tual whole-body specimens that have under-
gone the process of Plastination, a process de-
veloped by German physician Dr. Gunther von
Hagens to preserve the body after death for
medical study. The plastinates on display allow
viewers to examine the body's interconnected
networks of bones, muscles, tendons, and
blood vessels, and to contemplate both the
resiliency and fragility of the human body.

The Royal Tombs of Ur: Ancient Treasures
from Modern Iraq (through Aug. 13) showcases
extravagant jewelry, fearsome weapons fash-
ioned from precious metals, and utilitarian ob-
jects made from alabaster and silver-all uncov-
ered in the 1920s by British archeologist C.
Leonard Woolley. The objects are 5,000 years
old, and they offer unparalleled insight into the
highly advanced Mesopotamian culture.

Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New Discoveries
(through July 30) showcases the latest break-
throughs in paleontology and technology that
allow scientists to discover more about these
prehistoric creatures. The exhibition promises to
shift long-held perceptions of dinosaur anatomy
and behavior, and asks the question, Have they
really become extinct? (Here's a hint: Many
dinosaurs had feathers.) Call 713/639-4629;
www.hmns.org.

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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Spea king lof
HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND

WHERE THE BEAUTIFUL BLUEBONNETS GROWNew Englanders may rejoice in the glory of their autumn leaves, but

for Texans, it is the royal blue majesty of bluebonnets that brings

renewal to the soul. So it is that every spring, Texans embark c-n

far-flung pilgrimages to find the most magnificent patches and fields.

But had it not been for the National

Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Texas, we might be cher-

ishing a different state flower-namely,
the fluffy cotton boll or the bloom of

the prickly pear cactus. As described by
author Jean Andrews in The Texas

Bluebonnet, the Dames fought against

all odds, even taking on Uvalde state
representative John Garner (later, Pres-
ident Franklin Roosevelt's first vice
president). Garner favored the cactus
flower and thus gained the nickname

"Cactus Jack." But there is nothing
like a Dame, and on March 7, 1901,
the Texas Legislature adopted the blue-
bonnet, a lupine, as the state flower.

Numerous legends about the blue
floral carpets that cover the state in

spring have been told and retold. Native
American lore called the flower "a gift
from the Great Spirit." In the Texas Folk-
lore Society's Legends of Texas, Charles
Heimsath included a version of "The
Blue Lady of Agreda," based on a 17th-

Century tale of a mysterious woman
dressed in blue, who supposedly came
to plant Christianity in Texas even be-

fore the first missionaries arrived. The

story's ending can vary: Some versions
say the lady in blue also scattered a few
bluebonnets. Others claim she was real-

ly the Virgin Mary, who left a trail of
bluebonnets wherever she walked.

Legends aside, the bluebonnet does
not grow in the Lone Star State exclusive-

ly. And although six species grow in Texas,
only two are native to the state (Lupinus

texensis and Lupinus subcarnosus).

Flower colors vary, too: In addition to
blue, there are pink and white varieties.
Thanks to Texas A&M University horti-

culturists, even maroon bluebonnets ex-

ist (Aggie colors are maroon and white).

An Orange Sulphur butterfly stops to smell the
bluebonnets at Lake Corpus Christi.

Plant sizes vary, too. The leggy Big Bend
bluebonnet (Lupinus havardii) grows up to
three feet tall. The showiest species, Lupi-
nus texensis, grows one to two feet tall,

mainly in the middle third of the state.
The state-flower controversy didn't

end in 1901. Another vote, taken in

March 1971, declared Lupinus texensis
the official state flower, but to avoid fu-
ture confusion (and, in the way of poli-
ticians, perhaps to keep everyone hap-

py), legislators included any other vari-

ety of bluebonnet found in the state
"not heretofore recorded." Thus Texas-

so far-has six state flowers.
-Dee Jacques Moynihan, San Antonio

FROM BUCKAROOS
TO STARBUCKS

f you are familiar with Dallas, then
you know that Starbucks coffee
shops, Tom Thumb grocery stores,

and the ritzy Highland Park Village line
one of the city's main arteries: Preston

FASCINATING FACTS

Road. The avenue's concrete and traffic

lights, shopping centers, and neighbor-

hoods cloud an integral component of

Dallas' history. Next time you travel
down Preston Road, try to imagine

what it was like in the mid-19th Centu-

ry, when wagons, cowboys, and herds
of cattle clogged the dirt trail now
known as Old Preston Road.

Originally, Preston Road formed part
of a Native American trail that extend-
ed from southwestern Texas to St.
Louis, Missouri. In 1840, Colonel Wil-
liam Gordon Cooke and the Texas First
Infantry Regiment began turning the

section of trail running through North
Texas into a military road that traveled
south from a Red River trading post
near the present community of Preston
Bend (in Grayson County). Immigrants
from Missouri, Arkansas, and other
states poured into Texas via this thor-

oughfare. In fact, in one six-week peri-
od in 1845, some 1,000 families in
wagons crossed the Red River into
Texas to travel Preston Road in hopes
of finding new homes.

In the mid-1850s, Texas' first cattle
drive journeyed this route. Cowboys
knew Preston Road as Shawnee Trail,
a name probably stemming from the
Native American village called Shawnee-

town, which lay north of present-day
Denison. In Dallas, what is now a quick
10-mile drive from Highland Park Vil-
lage to Belt Line Road would have tak-

en cowboys and their herds at least a

full day.
The Shawnee Trail was Texas' main

cattle route to the north. By 1870, major
cattle trails had shifted west (because of
increasing settlement along the Shawnee

Trail and landowners' increasing re-

sentment of cowboys traversing their

property). As rail lines proliferated, Pres-
ton Road's importance as an immigrant

highway declined. Eventually, though, it
would become known as the "Golden
Corridor," for its role in the rapid
growth of Dallas, Plano, and Frisco.

-Annie Billups, Dallas
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SPOTLIGHT

-**-Photography

Ten Tips for Great
Wildflower Photographs
IF YOU'RE LIKE ME, COME SPRINGTIME YOUR THOUGHTS

turn to spending quality time outside, trying to make a nice pho-

tograph or two of our usually glorious w

most roadsides and in many pastures.

Idflowers, found along

say usually, because

as we prepare this April's issue, much of Texas remains gripped

by a drought that began as 2004's wetter-than-
normal year came to a close. Perhaps, though,
by the time you receive this issue, rains will have
returned and we'll be able to enjoy a fine spring
wildflower show.

Luckily for us, our photographic contributors
continue to send in a plethora of outstanding
wildflower images. This year we received a sig-
nificant number of these images digitally,
meaning more of our photographers have
switched either entirely or partially from film to
digital cameras. In fact, some recent photo-

industry estimates show iWu Lwrit rCuuw uuL

70 percent of profession- flowers in the Rio Gr

al photographers are now shooting digitally, and
that figure is projected to rise to 90 percent in
another three years.

Amateur photographers, too, are making the
switch in large numbers, lured by the shrinking
price of surprisingly capable cameras. The same
features that enamor the pros entice everyone
else, too: instant feedback on the camera's dis-
play, great results in point-and-shoot mode,
ability to change camera speed from one pic-

UilUu (tL uJl(,d iiud) budi LA jul lAiI G ol SPIll

ande Valley.

ture to the next, no expenses fo- film and pro-
cessing, and more. Even if you haven't switched,
it's probably only a matter of time, because
camera makers are selling more and more digi-
tal cameras while phasing out their film lines.

The following tips, aimed at digital photogra-
phers, may have merit for film shooters, too. All
are straightforward, and might require just a bit
of adjustment in the way you normally photo-
graph flowers.

off 4KI / N
/'fi'r~~~*, .-.. .,. .. ,w^.- ,\ d ' T

J ,
610 Main Orange, TX

P. Drawer 909
Orange. TX 77631-0909

409.883.0871
www.whstarkhouse.org

Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Reservations Requested

Admission $2.00
Closed Major Holidays

Admission limited to adults and

childrit ge 12 ad tove.

Stisa.1 ani esentialI part (o1 he tour.
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SPRING
IiNTO ACTION!

ONE YEAR AT

58% OFF NEWSSTAND

y a

Great buy! It's a little more than
$1.66 an issue when you buy a year's sub-

P scription to Texas Highways. That's 12 full
months of the state's official travel magazine,
plus the Texas Highways Travel Discount
Card, good for savings across Texas-
all for only $19.95.

Great gift! For even greater savings,
add a subscription now for a friend, family
member, or business associate. Additional

b subscriptions, including the Travel Discount
Card, are only $17.95 each.

To order by phone, call

1-800-839-4997
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Mon-Fri 7am-10pm Central
Sat 8:30am-5pm Central

Visa e MasterCard
Discover - American Express

Or visit
www.texashighways.com

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

EXAS
H I G H W A Y S

VYES! Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!

Please print

MY NAME

4 'q

Just $19.95 for the first
U.S. subscription, and $17.95
for each additional U.S. order!
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

Address

City State Zip r IIcIue fule arv,0 Coust~ Card

Simply drop this card in the mail-we'll bill you later.

Magazines will begin arriving within 6-8 weeks of order.
The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive
6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.

4D6S

THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS

H I G H W A Y S

d YES ! Start a Subscription-12 Full Months!
D As a gift Q For myself Q As a gift and for myself

Please print
MY NAME

Just $19.95 for the first
U.S. subscription, and $17.95
for each additional U.S. order!
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

Address

City State Zip

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:
RECIPIENT'S NAME

Address

City State Zip

Simply return this order form in the mail-we'll bill you later.
Upon receipt of payment, we'll send a card announcing your gift directly to your recipient.
The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive 6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.
For faster service, please call 1-800-839-4997.
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out Card
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The Texas Highways Travel Discount Card will arrive 6-8 weeks after receipt of payment.
For faster service, please call 1-800-839-4997.
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#1 USE A STURDY TRIPOD. I know, tripods
add complexity to photographing, but they'll al-
low you to get the sharpest possible images. Re-
ally lightweight tripods will work in a pinch, but
they're more subject to vibration and/or wind
than their heavier cousins.

#2 USE A LOW ISO (the equivalent of film
speed). Every digital camera's "sweet" spot
when it comes to image quality is usually right
at its lowest speed, likely ISO 100. While you
can crank it up to 400 or higher in some mod-
els to accommodate dimmer conditions, this
comes with a price: increased "noise" in the re-
sulting file. This noise, resembling the graininess
in some black-and-white prints, usually detracts
from the overall image quality.

#3 USE THE AVAILABLE LIGHT. I still laugh
when I recall a fellow UT student, long ago, ask-
ing our professor, renowned photographer Garry
Winogrand, if he'd made one of his images with l
available light. Winogrand, in his typically
brusque style, snapped, "Whadda you mean? V
ALL light's available!" His point being, of course,
it's what photographers do with the light that's
available to them that matters in the image. Too
many photographers still think a sunny, cloud-
less day is the perfect thing for flower photogra-
phy; and while you can get good shots, control-
ling the contrast can be difficult. Don't be afraid
to shoot on an overcast day, or a partly cloudy
day, when the clouds act as a giant softbox to
soften and diffuse the sun's direct light.

#4 THE BEST AVAILABLE LIGHT comes
twice a day, right after dawn and just before o
dusk. It will require rising early and/or being out
late, but your odds of finding and making real-
ly memorable images increase with the drama ' S

that early-morning or late-afternoon light
adds. The low height of the sun makes for long -.

shadows and adds warmth to images not avail- - s e " . . - a
able at other times of day. . - . .-

#5 COMPOSE YOUR SCENE carefully. Think
about what it is you're trying to capture, and
move in until that aspect of the scene is domi-
nant in your viewfinder. Make your eye roam
around the edge of the viewfinder to see that
there are no distracting elements, like a power
line or trash or butt-smashed flowers. The idea is K IN N E Y
to use your camera as the cropping tool for your
perfect image, and not have to crop later.

#6 STOP YOUR LENS DOWN, which de-
creases its aperture, let- (CONTINUED ON PAGE 71)
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y . COASTAL PLEASURES, HISTORICAL TREASURES
0.. -The Lure of Port Lavaca

BY ANGELA FOX

THERE'S a lot to be said for being at

the center of things-especially when

it comes to a town's location. Hug-

ging the western shore of broad Lava-

ca Bay in Calhoun County, Port La-

vaca is smack-dab in the middle of the

367-mile-long Texas Gulf Coast. May-

be that's why the area has been luring

visitors to its shores for nearly 500 years.

Spanish explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pi-

neda cruised Lavaca Bay in 1519, and

French adventurer Ren6 Robert Cavelier,

Sieur de La Salle came through in 1685.

Folks of all nationalities-from German

and Swedish to Mexican and Vietnam-

ese-have been dropping by this thriving

waterfront town ever since.

My husband (English-Italian by way of

New Orleans) and I (German-English by

way of Tennessee) first stopped off in

Port Lavaca two years ago and now visit

on a regular basis. It helps that we have a

vacation home in Palacios, just 28 miles

to the east, but we've found that Port

Lavaca has enough charm to merit driv-

ing many times that far. "It's an authentic

coastal town," says Dean Johnstone,
owner of the Roseate Spoonbill Gallery.

"There are an awful lot of people who

were born and raised here, and they share

a common experience of growing up on

the water. Since the 1840s, Port Lavaca's

CC

6f
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PORT LAVACA, the seat of Calhoun
County, is on Texas 35, 30 miles
southeast of Victoria. For more infor-
mation on local attractions, events, din-
ing, and lodging (including several motels and
an RV park), contact the Port Lavaca-Calhoun
County Chamber of Commerce (in :he Bauer
Community Center), 2300 N. Texas 35, Port

Lavaca 77979; 361/552-2959 or 800/556-
7678; www.portlavacainfo.com. The Port Lavaca-
Calhoun County Visitors Center (also in the
Bauer Community Center; 361/552-1234) opens
Mon-Fri 8-12 and 1-5.

economy has been centered on the bay."

Dean's gallery, on historic Main Street,
just a few blocks from the bay, is the per-

fect place to see what that means. Actu-

ally, the gallery is two art spaces connect-

ed by a breezeway filled with tropical

plants and garden art. In one building, you

can enjoy works by Dean and other area

artists; in the other, you can step back into

early-20th-Century Calhoun County via

a collection of vintage photographs that

Dean has restored and reproduced.

The collection amounts to a priceless

archive of Port Lavaca's past. Views of

the town's harbor and historic buildings

abound, as do ones of surrounding com-

munities. "The beauty of Port Lavaca is

that you can look at a photo from 1910

in the gallery and then drive over and see

the same spot today," says Dean, who

has honed his skills as a photographer

and digital artist working as a petroleum

geologist with companies from Houston

to Corpus Christi.

One spot that's the same today as it

was in the early 1900s is Melcher's Hard-

ware, also on Main Street. The store is, in

its own way, as much a repository of

town history as the gallery's vintage pho-

to collection. For one thing, it's the oldest

continuously operating business in town

(since 1917), and for another, it's still run

by the Melcher family. We first got to

know J.C. Melcher, grandson of the

16 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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founder, when we came looking for a fau-

cet to fit a 1928 kitchen sink that we were

installing in our 1905 house in Palacios.

He had just what we needed, and he's

proven to be a wealth of home-restoration

information and equipment ever since.

The store is stocked to the rafters with

every conceivable hardware and house-

hold item, plus a few antiques and fami-

ly memorabilia. It's the kind of place

where you learn something new each

time you visit. Who knew, for example,
that anyone still made-let alone sold-

chamber pots? "They are also known as

thunder mugs," says J.C., showing us a

shiny new, blue enameled metal contain-

, Perhaps
the Calhoun

County

Museum's

most eye-

ii catching

object is

the mighty

1873 Fresnel lens from

Matagorda Lighthouse on

nearby Matagorda Island.

er with a fitted plastic lid and handle. "A

lot of people today think these are bean

pots, but we still sell them to people,
especially the elderly."

You may not find a thunder mug at the

Calhoun County Museum, but you will

see other objects, like an impossibly heavy

wool dress worn by a German settler in

the 1840s, a piano that survived the great
hurricane of 1886, which destroyed the

port of Indianola (just south of Port La-
vaca), and a camel saddle from the ill-fat-
ed attempt to introduce the desert animals

to Texas in the 1850s. The museum is also
one of seven Texas coastal museums host-

ing La Salle Odyssey exhibits (see "La
Salle Odyssey," February 2005), so you
can see items recovered in 1996 from the
French explorer's ship La Belle, which
sank in Matagorda Bay in 1687.

Perhaps the museum's most eye-catch-

4

O u

AZTEC
ON THE RIVER

A flJ WAL

April 2006 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 17

Fully restored 1926 Movie Palace
FREE multi-million dollar special effects shows
Giant screen theatre with surround-sound
Restored Mighty Wurlitzer pipe organ
Unique dining and shopping on the RiverWalk

-,..r4'FA'FA'+'-A'-



j

TeHas Hill counIr River Releion
\ RtXi'n ReRson Dr ver se son

Concan - Garner State Park e Reagan Wells
Sabinal - Utopia - Uvalde

w V ni.' 5 n M. o'

e a' '7+ 1i

18 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006

Escape TO...
Port Lavaca

ing object is the mighty Fresnel lens (al-

most six feet tall) from Matagorda Light-

house on nearby Matagorda Island. The

1873 lens, which looks like something

out of a Star Wars movie, stands in a cor-

ner, refracting the (continued on page 76)

SHOPS (The area code is 361.)

Mentioned in story: Ed Melcher's Co. Hardware,
203 E. Main, 552-9224; Roseate Spoonbill
Gallery, 129 E. Main, 552-1930; www.roseate
spoonbill.com.

Also check out Indianola Trading Company (130
E. Main; 551-2115), a delightful shop filled with
antiques, architectur-
al accents, and dec-
orative items, many
with a Texas theme.

RESTAURANTS
Tropics Waterfront f

Bar and Grill (men-
tioned in story), 802
Fulton, 552-2900. SEAFOOD GRILLE
Other options include:
Gordon's Seafood Grille & Club (above), 2615
N. Texas 35; 552-1000. Known for its fresh red
snapper (which you can order blackened, grilled,

broiled, or fried), the restaurant also serves up
delicious grilled whole flounder. The Green
Iguana Grill, 137 E. Main, 552-3861. Catfish,
shrimp, burgers, and sandwiches are on the
menu at this fun and funky downtown eatery,
where Jimmy Buffett would feel right at home.
White's Barbecue, 1728 W. Main; 552-2235.
You'll find excellent burgers, home-style onion
rings, and cheesecake, along with first-rate bar-
becue with all the trimmings at this casual res-
taurant frequented by locals.

ATTRACTIONS

Mentioned in story: Calhoun County Museum,
301 S. Ann, 553-4689; Half-Moon Reef Light-
house (adjacent to the Bauer Community Cen-
ter), 2300 N. Texas 35; Lighthouse Beach and
Bird Sanctuary (55 campsites with full hook-
ups), 700 Lighthouse Beach Blvd., 552-5311
or 552-1234.

Among Texas' oldest cemeteries, the historical
Ranger Cemetery (at Harbor and Fulton streets)
includes the graves of at least 10 Union soldiers,
victims of an epidemic during the Civil War. (The

site's oldest known grave dates to 1840.)
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At Medina Garden Nursery, Lrnesto Carnno (Shown
here) and Ysmael Espinoza lovingly cultivate a variety
of native plants.

RECENTLY, we enjoyed an utterly delicious
and very relaxed, pleasant meal at Caf6 Eu-
ropa in northwest San Antonio. Truly a cosmo-
politan menu. Can't wait to get back!

B.F., Austin

Cafe Europa is at 14415 Blanco Rd., Ste. 107;
210/764-8894.

CLAY SMITH and Linnadean Devine sell the
best produce and preserves that I know of at
their roadside stand in Flint [eight miles south
of Tyler]. Clay and Linnadean are loved by all in
the community, and probably disliked by the local
grocery stores, because they always have the best!

NADIA JOHNSON, Flint

Clay Smith Farms' produce stand (the sign
says "Farm Fresh Produce, Noonday Sweet
Onions, and Devine Preserves") is at the four-
way stop at Old Jacksonville Highway (FM
2493) and FM 346. The stand opens from
around late April through early November. Call
903/245-3970; www.claysmithfarms.com.

A LARGE group of our family and friends gath-
ered in Kerrville recently, and one of the group
recommended the Mexican food at Mama-
cita's. The restaurant didn't flinch at setting up
for almost 25 of us, and had the tables ready
for us, complete with chips and two delicious
salsas (traditional red and tomatillo green),
when we arrived. The menu was extensive,
ranging from traditional Tex-Mex to some more-
adventuresome dishes. My wife had the chick-

WE HAD a wonderful experi-

ence at Medina Garden Nursery
(in Medina). When a friend and
I arrived unannounced, we were
greeted by the owners, Ysmael
Espinoza and Ernesto Cariho,
and given an hourlong tour that
would have made the profes-
sionals and docents (I am one)
at the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center proud!

HELEN B. HULEN, Austin

Medina Garden Nursery (see
"Gorgeous From the Ground Up,"
August 2004) is on the west side
of Texas 16 S., just north of the
Medina River, at the Medina city
limits. Call 830/589-2771.

en enchiladas verdes and pronounced them
excellent. I second that for the blackened red
snapper with grilled shrimp and vegetables.
Portions were ample, and the accompanying
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The time of your life may be a great time
in Laredo!

Readers
RECOMMEND...
TIPS FROM OUR READERS

tortillas tasted freshly made, too. We're definite-
ly putting Mamacita's on our list for our next
Kerrville visit.

WILLIAM SIMPSON, San Antonio

Mamacita's, which also received a nod in last
month's Readers Recommend, is at 215 Junc-
tion Highway (Texas 27); 830/895-2441.

AT LAST, a five-star restaurant in a 3-A town.
It's Colorado Street Grille in Whitney. They
turn out grilled catfish and filets with wonder-
ful sauces, as well as a host of other goodies.
Reservations are advisable, as locals have
claimed this spot for their own.

ROLAND AND PHYLLIS OLSON, Whitney

Colorado Street Grille is at 115 N. Colorado St.;
254/694-7455.

IF YOU wind up in Mineral Wells with hunger
pangs, check out the Longhorn Bar & Grill.
They serve excellent hamburgers made from
100 percent choice Longhorn beef. Along with
good service, a varied menu of other great-
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There's always
nothing to see and do
Denton! Take in the
sights and sounds of

e Denton Arts & Jazz
ostival at Civic Center

Park in downtown
Denton April 28th-
30. Six stages of

live music and
entertainment of

every genre for
the whoefamily

all for FREE! Juried
arts, concessions,

giant kids area and
more. For fantastic
weend packages

available year-
round, call

888-381-1818.
Denton

Arts & Jazz
~ FestivaI

(lentonjazzft s
'140/565 0) 11

Discover
Denton...

Readers
RECOMMEND..

tasting entrees is available (try the chili!). The
Longhorn has a distinctive atmosphere, with
clientele ranging from cowboys to lawyers.
And you won't leave hungry!

JOE DAVIS, Mineral Wells

Longhorn Bar & Grill is at 3501 US 180 W.;
940/325-9882.

AWHILE BACK, I watched and observed with
a certain amount of curiosity as a structure
began to take shape in Houston along the
Sam Houston Tollway at Gessner Road. Then
I noticed a scaled-down version of the Sam
Houston statue that overlooks 1-45 just south
of Huntsville. As an avid fan of Texas history in
general, and Sam Houston in particular, I was
becoming a little more than just curious. The
building turned out to be a close replica of the
Steamboat House-Sam Houston's last resi-
dence in Huntsville. Shortly after, a sign ap-
peared, "Steamboat House Restaurant." On
their logo is written, "The Great Texas Steakhouse,
a Tribute to Sam Houston and Texas Heroes."

\NDY BI4S

Cnaie and Senme Fogarty's Steamboat House
Restaurant in Houston pays tribute to Sam Hous-
ton (portrait above) and other Texas heroes.

And what a tribute it is! As I entered the
front door, I was greeted by c huge painting of
George Washington, but after that the paintings,
drawings, photographs, and other displays are
pure Texas. This restaurant is the brainchild of
Charlie Fogarty (former co-owner of Goodson's
Cafe in Tomball), with whom we chatted for
quite some time. His dream is a delightful com-
bination of art gallery, museLm, and restaurant.
The painting of Sam Houstor in the main din-

yv

Fine Art, Music, Food & Fun For the Whole Family
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ing room is enormous, as are the depictions of
the Battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto. The
cuisine is outstanding and the wait staff su-
perb. Charlie's wife, Senie, came by our table,
and we had a wonderful chat. The Fogartys' love
for Texas is personified in every nook, cranny,
and room of this restaurant.

CHARLIE WILSON, Houston

Steamboat House is at 8045 N. Sam Houston
Tollway W. (Beltway/Loop 8); 832/912-1845;
www. steamboathousetx. com.

MY HUSBAND and I recently tried Pico de
Gallo in Tyler. When we entered the unassum-
ing restaurant, the tantalizing aromas from the
kitchen assured us of a delicious meal. Within
moments of being seated, we were greeted by
36-year-veteran Chef Carlos Larranaga, who
personally visits with his customers.

Pico de Gallo offers the usual menu, plus
original interior Mexican dishes. Chef Carlos
suggested "Pechuga Yucatan," a lightly battered
chicken breast served over Spanish rice, sur-
rounded by slices of bananas topped with fresh
Mexican cream, and garnished with red bell
peppers and cilantro. We were hooked.

Our meal arrived with prompt and courteous
service, and the presentation was that of a five-
star restaurant. The light cream and hint of
cilantro on the bananas was an excellent com-
plement to the chicken breast. The salsa was
light and spicy, made from a guajillo pepper
from Mexico. Pico de Gallo goes to the top of
our list for Mexican cuisine.

EMILY HODGE WRIGHT, Denton

Pico de Gallo is at 13683 Spur 364, three
miles south of Loop 323; 903/595-2262.

IF YOU KNOW OF A NOTEWORTHY LONE STAR AT-
TRACTION, RESTAURANT, EVENT, OR PRODUCT, WRITE
OR E-MAIL: Readers Recommend, Texas Highways, Box
141009, Austin 78714-1009. E-mail: lettersO5@texas
highways.com. Space constraints prevent us from publish-
ing every suggestion we receive. we reserve the right to
edit items. Because we're unable to check out every item,
and because hours vary and details can change, please call
ahead for more information.

Next month... spring's in full
swing-and summer vacation's comin'-
so look no further than the pages of TH for
travel ideas: the riverine retreat of Blanco,
a foodie's tour of Fredericksburg, and high-
lights along the Heart of Texas Wildlife Trail.
We'll find more small-town fun in Athens,
and take you behind the scenes of PBS'
Texas Ranch House reality miniseries.

Hitoi ai Stee Assciaio

Mac 3 -A
.. uaarc 31 - April ,}, 20061

Main Street in Marble Falls, Texas
www.bluebonnetblues.com

830.798.1041 800.864.5175 JJ
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A TEXAS HIGHWAYS MOMENT
WITH PAT GREEN by JUNE NAYLOR

Red State? Blue State? No Way.
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Pat Green has managed to keep himself plenty busy since tak-ing off from the stretch of Brazos River that cuts through

the center of Texas. In fact, the singer/songwriter with the

big smile and ready laugh has done what most young peo-

ple who love music only dream about.

After graduating from high school in Waco in 1990, Green put in his

college time at Texas Tech, playing guitar and singing in Lubbock bars

and deciding he liked life onstage. In the past decade, his foot-

stompin', fun-lovin', beer-drinkin' music has won him legions of devo-

tees from coast to coast-and beyond. He can sell out Billy Bob's Texas

in Fort Worth in the blink of an eye, and his rollicking country sound

has earned him enough international fans that he has drawn fervent

crowds in New Zealand, Germany, Scotland, Ireland, England, the

Netherlands, Mexico, and on two Caribbean cruises.

Green has eight hit albums to his credit (and another recorded with

Cory Morrow), and now he tours with the likes of country superstars

Kenny Chesney and Keith Urban. On top of that, he took home a Best

New Artist award from the Academy of Country Music, and he's been

nominated for three Grammy Awards, too. Not bad for a guy who will

tell you that he spent more time in his Waco youth polishing off the

giant beer called the Big O at George's Bar and "driving up and down

PAT GREEN'S HOMETOWN WACO FAVORITES
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A TEXAS HIGHWAYS MOMENT
WITH PAT GREEN

Valley Mills Drive trying to pick up girls" than, say, thinking about choir prac-

tice or music lessons.

Now 34, Pat recently moved from Austin to Fort Worth with his wife (and

college sweetheart), Kori, and their toddler son, Kellis. Some folks might ex-

pect him to settle in Nashville, the axis on which the country-music world

turns, but Green's a good ol' Texas guy, as anyone familiar with his songs al-

ready knows. And while he has lived

in plenty of places since leaving Waco,

that city is the spot at the heart of

Texas that he can always return to and

feel as though he's home.

In a recent chat about his home-

town, he recalled some of his favorite

haunts and memories.

JUNE: It's been 15 years since you lived
in Waco, but you still have folks to visit
there, right?

PAT: Oh, yeah. I still have parents and a

brother and sister in Waco. I grew up in

and around there, so I spent time every-

where down there. My mom and stepdad

lived on a farm about 15 miles north of

town, and I was with my dad at his home

in town on weekends.

JUNE: What did you enjoy about growing
up there?

PAT: I liked that it wasn't a fast-paced

town. Even though there wasn't a lot of

nightlife, it was fun.

JUNE: Does that still work in its favor?

PAT: Yeah, the mind-set hasn't changed. It

has good, small-town values, and that's a

good environment for raising kids.

JUNE: What kind of impact has there
been with the president living nearby in
Crawford?

PAT: Well, it's pretty exciting to have a pres-

ident put his home close by your town.

JUNE: How did you have fun while you were
growing up?

PAT: I love being outdoors, so we'd go fish-

ing at Lake Waco, and I love the golf

courses around there. We'd go to a lot of

Baylor football and basketball games, too.

And it was a blast to go take the M&M

Mars factory tour and eat the candy. (Edi-

tor's note: Sorry, tours no longer available.)

JUNE: But you got your rowdy spirit some-
where. What else did you do for fun?

PAT: OK, our big pastime was driving up

and down Valley Mills Drive trying to

pick up girls and drink beer.

JUNE: So do you really still go to George's
and get that bodacious beer they call the
Big 0?

At left, Pat chats with his grandmother, Gene
"Mernaw" Morris, at George's in Waco.

PAT: I always have to stop by George's.

I've had so many Big O's there they

should have a plaque with my name on it.

JUNE: You put your name on the place, all
right. You did your part in bringing some
fame to that place with your song "Geor-
ge's Bar.'

PAT: They had to build another wing on

the place after the song came out.

JUNE: So besides the beer, what's good at
George's?

PAT: I love the Southside Grill. That's a

chicken sandwich with guacamole and

pico de gallo on it.

24 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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All are in Waco unless otherwise noted. The area code is 254.

George's, 1925 Speight Ave.; 753-1421; www.georgesrestaurant.com

Captain Billy Whizzbang's, 901 Lake Air Dr.; 776-4155

The Northwood Inn, 1609 College Dr.; 755-8666; wwv.the-northwood-inn.com

Uncle Dan's Rib House, 1001 Lake Air Dr.; 772-3532

La Fiesta, 3815 Franklin Ave.; 756-4701

Heitmiller Family Steakhouse, 203 Connally Dr. (1-35, Exit 343), Elm Mott; 829-2651

For more on Waco, contact the Waco CVB at 254/750-8696 or 800/WACO-FUN;

www.wacocvb.com. (Also see "Waco: Down by the Riverside;" Texas Highways, March 2005.)

For more information on Pat Green, go to www.patgreen.com.
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JUNE: What's your favorite hamburger
place in Waco?

PAT: Got to go to Captain Billy Whizz-
bang's for a great burger, and the ice-cold
beer is $1.25.

JUNE: What about a fancy dinner?

PAT: I'd go to The Northwood Inn. It's in
a house where my stepdad grew up, and
it's the only place you could call a five-
star dining experience. The Steak Jona-
than is pretty good; it's a beef tenderloin
with shrimp and Cajun hollandaise.

JUNE: What about those Texas staples, bar-
becue and Mexican food and chicken-fried
steak?

PAT: OK, the best barbecue is at Uncle
Dan's; it's awesome across the board,
including their potato salad. For Mexican
food, go to La Fiesta for beef fajitas and
a great margarita. For chicken-fried steak

as big as your head, you have to go to
Heitmiller's.

JUNE: So what's it like to go back to Waco
and play a gig?

PAT: It's pretty crazy. They'll have like
7,000 to 10,000 people at a street dance.
And then there's the Margarita and Salsa
Festival [in August], a big one each year.
It's 10,000- to 15,000 people or so. It's
really cool.*

JUNE NAYLOR's road trip through Texas on US 281
starts on the following page.
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T EXAS
FROM

THE TOP

DOWN
It just so happens
that the longest single scenk
road in Texas takes you from th<
Oklahoma state line to the Mexican bor-

der. From the Red River to the Rio

Grande, the most enjoyable route to

cruise is US 281, but you'd better go see

it before it's not as much fun anymore.

Although Highway 281 measures

roughly 650 miles long in Texas, the entire

highway extends all the way from the

Canadian border, at the International Peace

Garden in the Turtle Mount,-ins of North

Dakota, about 1,900 miles clear down to

Mexico. In Texas, the great rcad also bears

the name "the American Legion Memorial

Highway," a designation bestowed on it by

the Texas Legislature last year. Every now

and then, there are reminde-s in the form of

white, rectangular signs emblazoned with

the gold American Legion starburst crest,
which bears a star with "US' at the center.

The highway enters Texas a rock's

throw north of Burkburnett and ends at

the International Bridge that connects

Brownsville wi:h Matamoros. The high-

est county seat on the route is Burnet (in

the county of :he same name), with an

elevation of 1,319 feet, while the lowest

elevation is 57 feet, at Brownsville. The

topography ranges from windblown to
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM FACING PAGE ToP] US 251's 650 miles provide a plethoraa of pleasures, including San
Antonio's beautifully preserved 18t -Century Spanish missions (Concepci6n pictured); downtime in
Spring Branch's Shade Tree Salcon & Grill; old trains at the Wichita Falls Railroad Museum (940/
723-2661); parrots and other critters at Brownsville's stellar Gladys Porter Zoo; and the cool allure
of pretty Hancock Springs and Park ir Lampasas.
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rocky anc hilly, to flat and bare, and

finally, to lush.

Most regular travelers between Fort
Worth and San Antonio have long known

281 as the only sane path to drive, if for

no other reason than to avoid the traffic

snarls on Interstate 35. But the populari-

ty of 281's scenic qualities means it's be-
coming fairly crowded, and portions are

slated for widening and-gasp!-toll

charges. The notion of a great, open high-
way will cease to exist on some sections,
someday.

Tc make this trip in a reasonable, rela-
tively unrushed fashion means allowing
a: least five days, although a week to 10
days would be ideal. I broke it into three
sections last summer, racing along for a

total of six days, north to south, in a very

c:>ol borrowed) new Chrysler Crossfire, a
two-seater convertible that made me feel
like a prircess of the road. The best road
music, I discovered, included CDs by
Lucinda Williams and Los Lonely Boys.

[CtocKwsE, FROM ToPI The post hospital numbers among the restored 19th-Century buildings at Fort
Richardson State Park. Hico's Blue Star Trading sells an eclectic assortment of goods, including
housewares, books, Western furniture, and art. The world's largest rocker, manufactured by Texas
Hill Country Furniture and Mercantile, arrests drivers' attertion near Lipan.
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In doing so, I found my favorite 15 stops
along US 281. Check these out, finding

your own prize picks on the way down.

Wichita Falls Rambling into

this town of deep ol-boom her-

itage, about 10 miles south of the Okla-

* T
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MNERAL WATER.
i: CONCENTRATED

You can still buy Crazy Water at the Famous
Mineral Water Co. in the aptly named town of
Mineral Wells, where thousands ot health-seekers
once came to "take the waters."

homa state line, I wheel into the pot-
holed parking lot at the Pioneer No. 3-

called "the P-3" by locals. Near Sheppard
Air Force Base, the P-3 has been a main-

stay of local dining since 1949. In the
crowded, dark, smoky and nonsmok-

ing rooms alike, cowboys are tucking
into a late breakfast of sirloin with eggs

on the side, or an early lunch of crispy,
darkish-brown fried chicken and creamy

mashed potatoes. Booths at this former

drive-in have mini-juke boxes, with plenty

of George Jones to go around. Afterward, I

cruise the brick streets of downtown to see

the World's Littlest Skyscraper on LaSalle

Street (newly renovated and home to

Antique Wood, an antiques store), and

o swing by the pretty, 1909 Kemp-Kell

repot on 8th Street, home of the Wich-

a County Heritage Society.

Windthorst Thirty-seven

miles south of the Red River, the
grand, red-brick St. Mary's

Catholic Church rises on a
hill over the surrounding (and

aromatic) dairy farms of the
countryside. Built by descend-

ants of the Germans who

first said Mass here in 1892,
the church features a pretty
little grotto, dedicated to all
veterans, with a profusion of

candles and beautiful cut
glass in the archway. Huge

clouds of blooming shrubs
tumble down the terraced

lawn, attracting swarms of

colorful butterflies in sum-

mer. Across the road, I prowl

through aisles of the Wind-

thorst General Store, whose
facade bears "1921" (though

the store was established in

1892) and the Weinzapfel family name. I

find all sorts of possible purchases among

the German sausage wraps, Bowie knives,
straw cowboy hats, mousetraps, fishing

worms, house paint, and cold beer.

Jacksboro Just south of Wind-
thorst, the land picks up some

shape and texture, especially when I veer
east a couple of miles on a tiny detour to
Antelope on the incongruously named
"Business 187 Loop." In Jacksboro, I

roam old Fort Richardson, with restored

buildings of the northernmost U.S. Army
outpost in Texas, and home in the early
1870s of the famous Mackenzie Raiders.
Next time, I'll bring a bicycle or a horse
to take advantage of the park's 10-mile
Lost Creek Reservoir State Trailway.
Before pushing south again, I make
the all-important stop for a chocolate

shake at the Dairyland Drive-Inn on
South Main.

Mineral Wells About 30
miles south of Jacksboro, I daw-

dle at the Famous Mineral Water Co. on

N.W. Sixth Street to paw through racks
of wonderful, vintage postcards and buy

up a supply of Crazy Water, the renowned
healing water (bottled on site), as well as

a few bars of appealing, locally-made

soaps scented with lavender and
peppermint. I stop to marvel over

the majestic, if forlorn, down-
town focal point-the abandon-

ed Baker Hotel, once the belle

of the region. I make a mental

note to come back before long
to hike in beautiful, rocky Lake

Mineral Wells State Park.

Lipan area Cruising
through lovely, hilly coun-

tryside dotted with cactus and sliced
by the bucolic Brazos River, I cross Inter-
state 20. Then, about 25 miles south of
Mineral Wells, what should suddenly
soar skyward on the horizon but a mam-

moth wooden rocking chair? Turns out,
it has earned a Guinness World Record
certificate as the world's largest rock-

er-nearly 26 feet tall and weighing al-
most three tons. It belongs to the (albeit
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somewhat displaced) Texas Hill Country

Furniture and Mercantile, situated right

on 281, just outside of the burg of Lipan.

Inside the store, I covet some very nice,
very pricey handmade furnishings for

rustic lodge or ranch. Next door, at the

Natty Flat Smokehouse, I spy families

chowing down on baby back ribs, brisket,
and apricot fried pies. Hundreds of jars

of custom-brand squash pickles, salsas,
onion relish, and chow-chow beg to be

taken home.

Hico Nearly 45 miles south of

Interstate 20, I park in the teensy

downtown of this Hamilton County

hamlet and roam on foot for a while. In-

side the Billy the Kid Museum on North

Pecan Street, I study the evidence sup-

porting the claim that ol' Billy lived to be

an old man right in this town, not having

died young in a hail of bullets in New

Mexico at all. I take a look at paintings in

artist Jerry McAdams' Horse & Cow Art

Gallery, and photographs by West Texan

(and longtime Texas Highways contrib-

utor) Wyman Meinzer in Blue Star

Trading. Nearby, the sweets at Wiseman

The San Anton o River meanders through beautiful Brackenridge Park, home to the San
Antonio Zco, the 50-yea-old Brackenridge Eagle min ature train, and the Japanese Tea
Garden, arong other attractions.

House Choco-ates, in a ,harm-

ing, Queen Anne-style house with

a turret and classical :o-umns,
get me to craving more sugar-say, a

piece of the sky-high coconut meringue

pie at the Koffee Kui. I indulge and go.

Lamnpasas Approaciing this

friendly town aaout midway be-

tween Fort Hood, to the east, and the

Colorado River, to the west, I'm remind-

ed that this is what we native Texans con-

sider the northeast corner of the Hill

Country. The landscape begins to rock

and roll in earnest, with b-gger swells and

dips in the road. Stone -ences, houses,
and build-ngs populate the countryside

with more frequency, and I begin noticing

more grand, rock entryways to ranches.

in town, a sparkling, spring-fed pool-a

destination for travelers wanting to take

the healing, artesian baths a century

ago-anchors lovely Hancock Park, with

:ts 18-hole goalf course. Nearby, just north

of where highways 281, 190, and 183
intersect, I find comfort in the survival
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[CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT] Visitors enjoy the authentic furnishings of Lyndon Johnson's Boyhood Home, in Johnson
City. In George West, a stuffed, 2,200-pound steer named Geronimo, no longer grazes, just gazes. The down-home
Blanco Bowling Club and Cafe offers food, drink, and ninepin bowling.

of Storm's, a legendary burger stand that

opened its first shop here in 1950.

Marble Falls Riding the bluffs

over the Colorado River, which

cuts a shimmering blue swath between

tree-cloaked cliffs and flows beneath the

highway toward the southeast, Marble
Falls has undergone one of the biggest
recreation-and-retirement-community

booms in Texas. Fancy new resort de-

velopment prompted a restoration of the

cute little downtown, which stretches

parallel to and just east of 281. I find a
multitude of boutiques, antiques shops,
and cafes, but the most popular stop here

since 1929 remains the Blue Bonnet Cafe.
Yes, the pies are divine, but the spinach

omelet with triple-thick, griddled Texas

toast is unbeatable.

Johnson City About 35 miles
south of Marble Falls and some 50

miles due west of Austin, the Blanco

County seat is home to the Texas White
House of the LBJ era. A moment or two

Club
bowli
blocks

for a

River,

Park, j

Ranch

of ro

Backb
Doubl

before I enter the city limits,
I cross the serene Pedernales

River and am reminded anew

why Lyndon loved this country
so deeply. On a bus tour of their

ranchlands, I get a glimpse of his

humble childhood at his birth-
place site, and of the simple,
folksy life he and Lady Bird led.

Blanco Fourteen

miles south of John-

son City, the original, newly
restored Blanco County Court-

house overlooks an unpreten-
tious town square in brushy,

rock-strewn countryside. I ar-

rive on Market Day-held the

third Saturday of the month
from April through November

-and find tables groaning be-
neath the weight of old books,

quilts, china, glassware, and
more. After an old-fashioned

burger at the Blanco Bowling
and Cafe (no time for a ninepin

ng game this trip), I head a few
south and stop to dabble my feet

few minutes in the pretty Blanco

which runs through Blanco State

ust west of the highway.

Twin Sisters South of
Blanco, I make a detour onto

Road 32, a wildly twisting stretch

ad along the so-called Devil's
one, just for a little excitement.

ing back to 281, I go south anoth-
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Who could eist We inviting fountain and patio of McAllen's 1918 Casa de Palmas hotel? US 281 ends at Brownsville, at Texas' southernmost tip. A few

miles north of the city lies Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site (above, right), where the two-year Mexican War began in 1846.

er few miles and slow down for a look at

Twin Sisters Hall, an 1870s dance hall

that still hosts a country party the first

Saturday evening of each month. Right

where a quiet reach of the Guadalupe

River crosses the highway, several canoe

liveries abound, and in Spring Branch, I

also find the Shade Tree Saloon & Grill,

a newish biker-burger-bar hangout with

corrugated-tn siding. It offers free Wi-Fi,
so I haul in my laptop to check my e-mail

and book a hotel for the night in San

Antonio, just a short spell down the road.

San Antonio Founded by

Spanish missionaries in the ear-

ly 18th Century, the Alamo City impress-

es me more each time I visit-I'm up to

about a hundred visits by now. This day, I

zip through beautiful Brackenridge Park to

ride its cute little Brackenridge Eagle train

and see the zoo animals, take an hour or

two to rummage through the rare finds at

Antiquarian Book Mart on Broadway, and

slip in a brief walk on the nine-mile trail

that begins at the Alamo and connects the

River Walk with the old missions. I also

manage a quick turn through the oddness

(hundreds of animal trophies and even a

stuffed, two-headed calf) that fills the

Buckhorn Saloon & Museum, downtown

on Houston Street. At the fabulous and

aged Liberty Bar, about a block off

Business 281, my dinner companion, a

general contractor, doesn't readily take to

the slanted building and sloping floors,
but he digs the exquisite lamb sausage and

the geranium cream with cookies and

blackberry sauce, as do I.

George West Leaving San

Antonio, the land flattens out

considerably and reveals thickets of

mesquite, abundant prickly pear, and

occasional lechuguilla. Cruising past

Three Rivers, a jumping-off spot for the

oasis that is Choke Canyon State Park, I

stop some 80 miles south of the Alamo at

George West, the seat of Live Oak County

and birthplace of legendary writer and

folklorist J. Frank Dobie. On the court-

house lawn, I find Geronimo, a rather

mangy, long-stuffed, 2,200-pound steer

who had his own pasture on the giant

spread owned by local rancher George

Washington West. Since 1927, Geronimo

has displayed his nine-foot, six-inch horn

span behind glass in his own small stone

building; he left, however, for a time in

1976, when he went on a goodwill tour

to Moscow. A mile south of town, in the

median along a four-lane stretch of 281,

stands one of the biggest live oaks (dia-

meter: 5 feet, 2 inches) in this part of the

state, surely hundreds of years old.

McAIIen As I motor through

Alice and Falfurrias (elevation

109 feet), the coastal plains seem to sink,
then the land becomes lush as I near the

Rio Grande Valley. Cotton fields give way

to rows of palm trees pointing skyward

and blooming oleander bushes filling the

median. Rolling through the vintage

downtown of McAllen, it feels like time

has stood still here among clothing and

furniture retailers and old-fashioned dime

stores. Soon I pull into the Casa de Pal-

mas, a graceful hotel built in colonial style

in 1918. There's time to relax on the blue-

tiled patio by the pool, where I sip a cool

glass of delicious sangria with chunks of

fresh fruit before wandering off to a chile

relleno dinner at the near-by Costa Messa

restaurant. In the morning, I mosey over

to Mission to see the Tom Landry mural

(corner of Conway Avenue and Tom Lan-

dry Street), a popular site in the football

legend's hometown, and to the magnificent

new World Birding Center to learn more

about how and why this part of Texas

has become a place to see more than 500

species of avian wonders.
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essentials US 281-F ROM TAIHE REDRVERTOTHERIO GRANDE

WICHITA FALLS Pioneer Restau-
rants #3, 1100 Sheppard Access
Rd. (other locacons elsewhere in
town); 940/723-2916. The World's
Littlest Skyscraper is near 7th St.
and Ohio Ave. (between Ohio and the
railroad track).The newly renovated
building now houses Antique Wood,
an antiques store; 940/851-7800.
The 1909 Kemp-Kell Depot, home
to the Wichita Co. Heritage Society,
is at 503 8th St.; 940/723-0623.

WINDTHORST Windthorst General
Store, FM 174 at US 281; 940/
423-6205. St. Mary's Catholic
Church/"Our Lady of Highway
281" Grotto, 100 St. Mary's St.;
940/423-6687 (see "Welkumme
to Windthorst!" Oct. 2005).

JACKSBORO Fort Richardson State
Park, Historic Site, and Lost Creek
Reservoir State Trailway, 228 Pk.
Rd. 61; 940/567-3506; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us. Dairyland Drive-Inn,
323 S. Main St.; 940/567-3705.

MINERAL WELLS Famous Mineral
Water Co., 209 N.W. 6th St.; 940/
325-8870; www.wf.net/~famous.
Baker Hotel, 201 E. Hubbard. Lake
Mineral Wells State Park and Trail-
way, 100 Pk. Rd. 71; 940/328-
1171; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

LIPAN Texas Hill Country Furniture
and Mercantile, 19280 US 281
South; 254/646-3376; www.
txhcountry.com. The Natty Flat
Smokehouse is right next door;
254/646-3844.

HICO Billy the Kid Museum, 114
N. Pecan St.; 254/796-4004; www.
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hico-tx.com. Jerry McAdams' Horse

& Cow Art Gallery, 300 Walnut St.;

254/796-4325 or 796-4258; jerry

mcadamsart.com. Blue Star Trading,

112 S. Pecan St.; 254/796-2828;
www.bluestartrading.com. Wiseman

House Chocolates, 406 W. Grubbs;

254/796-2565 or 877/275-2565;

www.hico-tx.com. Koffee Kup Family

Restaurant, Texas 6 and US 281;

254/796-4839; www.koffeekup
familyrestaurant.com (see "Life of
Pie:' Nov. 2004).

LAMPASAS Hancock Park/Han-
cock Springs Pool, US 281; 512/
556-6831; www.lampasaschamber.
org. Storm's Drive-In Restaurant,
201 N. Key Ave.; 512/556-6269;
www.stormsrestau rants.com,

MARBLE FALLS Blue Bonnet Cafe,
211 US 281; 830/693-2344; www.
bluebonnetcafe.net (chosen recently
by Texas Highways readers as their
favorite breakfast restaurant in the
state; see "Tops in Texas," Jan. 2006).

JOHNSON CITY The Johnson City
District of the LBJ Natl. Historical
Park, the Johnson Settlement, and
the LBJ Boyhood Home are in John-
son City; 830/868-7128 (www.nps.
gov/lyjo) or 830/644-2420 (www.
tpwd.state.tx.us). (See "The Days of
LBJ," May 2005.)

BLANCO Blanco Bowling Club and
Cafe, 310 4th St.; 830/833-4416.
Blanco State Park, 4 blocks south
of the old Blanco Co. Courthouse
(on the downtown square), and just
west of US 281; 830/833-4333;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

TWIN SISTERS Twin Sisters Hall,
just east of US 281; 830/833-5773.

SPRING BRANCH Shade Tree Sa-
loon & Grill, 13430 US 281 North;
830/885-5550; www.theshadetree
saloonandgrill.com.

SAN ANTONIO The Brackenridge
Eagle (210/735-7455) and the
San Antonio Zoo (210/734-7183;
www.sazoo-aq.org) are in Bracken-

ridge Park, 3910 N. St. Mary's St.;
210/207-8000 (Parks & Recreation
Dept.). Antiquarian Book Mart,
3127 Broadway St.; 210/828-4885.
Buckhorn Saloon & Museum, 318
E. Houston St.; 210/224-8000; www.
buckhornmuseum.com. Liberty Bar,
328 E. Josephine St.; 210/227-
1187; www.liberty-bar.com (see
"Quirkish Delights;' Feb. 2006).

THREE RIVERS Choke Canyon
State Park, Calliham Unit, 361/
786-3868; South Shore Unit, 361/
786-3538; www.tpwd.state.tx.us
(see Texas Highways, Aug. 2005).

GEORGE WEST The stuffed, 2,200-
pound steer Geronimo sits inside a
small glass-fronted building on the
grounds of the Live Oak Co. Courthouse.

McALLEN Renaissance Casa de
Palmas Hotel, 101 N. Main St.;
956/631-1101; www.renaissance
mcallen.com. Costa Messa restau-
rant, 1621 N. 11th St.; 956/618-
5449.

MISSION World Birding Center,
2800 S. Bentsen Palm Dr.; 956/584-
9156; www.worldbirdingcenter.org.

BROWNSVILLE Palo Alto Battle-
field Natl. Historic Site, FM 1847
(Paredes Line Rd.) at FM 511; 956/
541-2785, ext. 333; www.nps.gov/paal.
A 16-page booklet by historian Jerry
Thompson detailing the battlefield's
history (Western Nati. Parks Assn.,
$3.95) is sold on-site, or order by
calling the Battlefield Site phone
number listed above. Gladys Porter
Zoo, 500 Ringgold St.; 956/546-
7187 or 546-2177; www.gpz.org.

Brownsville US 281 turns

east at McAllen to parallel the
Rio Grande at the tip of Texas. The road
winds through a series of tiny citrus-farm

burgs with names like Progreso, Santa

Maria, aood I. s Indios. As I get closes to
the state's southernmost to ,n, I crisscross

elegant little oxbows of water, called
resacas, and pass pretty homes where
magenta bougainvillea drapes the walls,
and palms and blooming oleander crowd
the roadsides. There's no mystery why the

warmth of this simple, subtropical spread

appeals to Winter Texans. The war buff
in me can't resist visiting Palo Alto
Battlefield National Historic Site, with its
sleek new visitor center and bookstore.
Inside, a good, 15-minute film tells the

story of how the two-year Mexican War

began here in 1846. The trip ends, fitting-
ly, at an American treasure, the Gladys

Porter Zoo, where I admire jaguars,
black-necked swans, peach-hued flamin-

gos, and Galapagos tortoises in the

Tropical America section, and kangaroos
and wallabies in the Indo-Australia area.

They don't know that the end of the road
is a good place to be, but I envy them,
nonetheless. *

JUNE NAYLOR wrote about DFW's Terminal
D in last month's issue. Texas Highways thanks
Chrysler for graciously providing June's compli-
mentary Crossfire convertible for this story.

Prolific TxDOT photographer GRIFF SMITH
shot the February story on San Antonio's quirky
restaurants.
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essentials U 281-ROM THE RED RIVER TO THE RIO GRANDE.

WICHITA FALLS Pioneer Restau-
rants #3, 1100 Sheppard Access
Rd. (other locations elsewhere in
town); 940/723-2916. The World's
Littlest Skyscraper is near 7th St.
and Ohio Ave. (between Ohio and the
railroad track). The newly renovated
building now houses Antique Wood,
an antiques store; 940/851-7800.
The 1909 Kemp-Kell Depot, home
to the Wichita Co. Heritage Society,
is at 503 8th St.; 940/723-0623.

WINDTHORST Windthorst General
Store, FM 174 at US 281; 940/
423-6205. St. Mary's Catholic
Church/"Our Lady of Highway
281" Grotto, 100 St. Mary's St.;
940/423-6687 (see "Welkumme
to Windthorst!,' Oct. 2005).

JACKSBORO Fort Richardson State
Park, Historic Site, and Lost Creek
Reservoir State Trailway, 228 Pk.
Rd. 61; 940/567-3506; www.tpwd.
state.tx.us. Dairyland Drive-Inn,
323 S. Main St.; 940/567-3705.

MINERAL WELLS Famous Mineral
Water Co., 209 N.W. 6th St.; 940/
325-8870; www.wf.net/~famous.
Baker Hotel, 201 E. Hubbard. Lake
Mineral Wells State Park and Trail-
way, 100 Pk. Rd. 71; 940/328-
1171; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

LIPAN Texas Hill Country Furniture
and Mercantile, 19280 US 281
South; 254/646-3376; www.
txhcountry.com. The Natty Flat
Smokehouse is right next door;
254/646-3844.

HICO Billy the Kid Museum, 114
N. Pecan St.; 254/796-4004; www.
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hico-tx.com. Jerry McAdams' Horse
& Cow Art Gallery, 300 Walnut St.;
254/796-4325 or 796-4258; jerry

mcadamsart.com. Blue Star Trading,

112 S. Pecan St.; 254/796-2828;

www.bluestartrading.com. Wiseman

House Chocolates, 406 W. Grubbs;

254/796-2565 or 877/275-2565;

www.hico-tx.com. Koffee Kup Family

Restaurant, Texas 6 and US 281;

254/796-4839; www.koffeekup
familyrestaurant.com (see "Life of
Pie;' Nov. 2004).

LAMPASAS Hancock Park/Han-
cock Springs Pool, US 281; 512/
556-6831; www.lampasaschamber.
org. Storm's Drive-In Restaurant,
201 N. Key Ave.; 512/556-6269;
www.stormsrestaurants.com.

MARBLE FALLS Blue Bonnet Cafe,
211 US 281; 830/693-2344; www.
bluebonnetcafe.net (chosen recently
by Texas Highways readers as their
favorite breakfast restaurant in the
state; see "Tops in Texas,' Jan. 2006).

JOHNSON CITY The Johnson City
District of the LBJ Natl. Historical
Park, the Johnson Settlement, and
the LBJ Boyhood Home are in John-
son City; 830/868-7128 (www.nps.
gov/lyjo) or 830/644-2420 (www.
tpwd.state.tx.us). (See "The Days of

LBJ;' May 2005.)

BLANCO Blanco Bowling Club and
Cafe, 310 4th St.; 830/833-4416.
Blanco State Park, 4 blocks south
of the old Blanco Co. Courthouse
(on the downtown square), and just
west of US 281; 830/833-4333;
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

TWIN SISTERS Twin Sisters Hall,
just east of US 281; 830/833-5773.

SPRING BRANCH Shade Tree Sa-
loon & Grill, 13430 US 281 North;
830/885-5550; www.theshadetree
saloonandgrill.com.

SAN ANTONIO The Brackenridge
Eagle (210/735-7455) and the
San Antonio Zoo (210/734-7183;
www.sazoo-aq.org) are in Bracken-

ridge Park, 3910 N. St. Mary's St.;
210/207-8000 (Parks & Recreation
Dept.). Antiquarian Book Mart,
3127 Broadway St.; 210/828-4885.
Buckhorn Saloon & Museum, 318
E. Houston St.; 210/224-8000; www.
buckhornmuseum.com. Liberty Bar,
328 E. Josephine St.; 210/227-
1187; www.liberty-bar.com (see
"Quirkish Delights;' Feb. 2006).

THREE RIVERS Choke Canyon
State Park, Calliham Unit, 361/
786-3868; South Shore Unit, 361/
786-3538; www.tpwd.state.tx.us
(see Texas Highways, Aug. 2005).

GEORGE WEST The stuffed, 2,200-
pound steer Geronimo sits inside a
small glass-fronted building on the
grounds of the Live Oak Co. Courthouse.

McALLEN Renaissance Casa de
Palmas Hotel, 101 N. Main St.;
956/631-1101; www.renaissance
mcallen.com. Costa Messa restau-
rant, 1621 N. 11th St.; 956/618-
5449.

MISSION World Birding Center,
2800 S. Bentsen Palm Dr.; 956/584-
9156; www.worldbirdingcenter.org.

BROWNSVILLE Palo Alto Battle-
field Natl. Historic Site, FM 1847
(Paredes Line Rd.) at FM 511; 956/

541-2785, ext. 333; www.nps.gov/paal.
A 16-page booklet by historian Jerry
Thompson detailing the battlefield's
history (Western Natl. Parks Assn.,
$3.95) is sold on-site, or order by
calling the Battlefield Site phone
number listed above. Gladys Porter
Zoo, 500 Ringgold St.; 956/546-
7187 or 546-2177; www.gpz.org.

a ' Brownsville US 281 turns
east at McAllen to parallel the

Rio Grande at the tip of Texas. The road

winds through a series of tiny citrus-farm

burgs with names like Progreso, Santa

Maria, and Los Indios. As I get closer to

the state's southernmost town, I crisscross

elegant little oxbows of water, called
resacas, and pass pretty homes where

magenta bougainvillea drapes the walls,
and palms and blooming oleander crowd

the roadsides. There's no mystery why the

warmth of this simple, subtropical spread

appeals to Winter Texans. The war buff
in me can't resist visiting Palo Alto

Battlefield National Historic Site, with its

sleek new visitor center and bookstore.

Inside, a good, 15-minute film tells the
story of how the two-vear Mexican War

began here in 1846. The trip ends, fitting-
ly, at an American treasure, the Gladys

Porter Zoo, where I admire jaguars,
black-necked swans, peach-hued flamin-

gos, and Galapagos tortoises in the

Tropical America section, and kangaroos

and wallabies in the Indo-Australia area.

They don't know that the end of the road

is a good place to be, but I envy them,
nonetheless. *

JUNE NAYLOR wrote about DFW's Terminal
D in last month's issue. Texas Highways thanks
Chrysler for graciously providing jne's compli-
mentary Crossfire convertible for this story.

Prolific TxDOT photographer GRIFF SMITH
shot the February story on San Antonio's quirky

restaurants.
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TEXAS WILDFLOWERS

Hmmm .... What's there to say

about Texas bluebonnets, Indian paint-

brush, sunflowers, verbena, Mexican hat,

winecup, coreopsis, bluebells, prickly pear

cactus, and lantana that hasn't already

been definitively and passionately put

into words? Tough one. * Still, the promise

of a breathtaking display of blooms each

year remains indelibly etched on our

personally holding out for a picnic in the

with movie stars Kate Beckinsale, Isabelle

Stowe. Zoom the camera. Filter the sunset.

A magazine editor can dream, can't he? *

Equal to the color of dreams-red, orange, yellow, green, and blue

wild-lowers (with all shades and tints in between) bring us pleasure

from near and Pharr, Kingsville to Panhandle, Van Horn to Nacog-

doches, Stonewall to Ennis, Mason to Cuero. Whether we're old

coastal sea dogs or new pups on the plains, we count on Texas

wildflowe-s, and sure enough, we welcome and celebrate their annual

arrival. * And while we're at it, let's celebrate rock star Sheryl Crow's

Wild toyer. The popular singer/songwriter's latest CD contains some

of the mcst inspired work of her career, and the title track connects

with tiat perennial Lone Star spring thing of beauty we know as

wildf ower season.

Where a wildflower grows/It picks its space/But that's the way it is

Whei nature plays its lovely hand/You'll understand/Everything*

Perhaps you thought that only people picked their favorite wildflower

space. be it DeWitt, Washington, Ellis, or Gillespie County, or

wherever else throughout the state's vast countryside one might

luxuriate in nature's fantasia. Well, guess what? Upon further review,

so do the flowers. Think about it. * With that, to everyone who

anticipates another glorious spring and its wide spectrum of botanic

bonanza, we hope you'll savor our latest array of wonderful wild-

flower images by some of Texas' most acclaimed landscape photog-

raphers. Go pick your space-just like each and every wildflower-

and erjoy! -MARTY LANGE

f ~ ~ ~ ' . T N nt 1 l a

primal hard drives. I'm

pink evening primrose

Huppert, or Madeleine

Cue the string section.

*FROM "WILDFLOWER" BY SHERYL CROW, 2005 A&M RECORDS,
WARNER-TAMERLANE PUBLISHING CORP/OLD CROW MUSIC (BMI)
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ROSE GENTIANS, AUSTIN COUNTY

FACING PAGE: BICOLOR MUSTARD, NAMA, AND PARRALENA,
CHIHUAHUAN DESERT, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK @RICHARD REYNOLDS
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CALIFORNIA FO3PIES NEAR EL PASO

@ JOE LOWERY
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YELLOW LOTUS, KAUFMAN COUNTY
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MOUNTAIN LAUREL, HAYS COUNTY

PRAIR1 'AiNIBICJSII AND ENGELMANN DAISIES, McCULLOCH COUNTY
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BLOOMING CHOLLA CACTUS, BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
U To order a print of this photograph, see page 1.
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INBOW CACTUS, BIG BEND RANCH
TURAL AREA, PRESIDIO COUNTY

FACING PAGE: LAZY DAISIES AND SUNFLOWERS ON THE GULF COAST, GALVESTON COUNTY @RICHARDREYNOLDS
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FEATHER OALEA, CAPROCK CANYONS SNALE PARK

To order a print of this photograph, see page 1.

WINECUPS, PRAIRIE VERBENA, AND PEPPERGRASS, MEDINA COUNTY

GLORY OF TEXAS CACTUS, BIG BEND
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BY H I A MHET PH0T0GRAPHS Br I. GRIff1S SMITH

(N

and the Ari
a

s you drive through San Angelo's

scenic downtown and cross the
meandering Concho River, it's easy

to understand why many people

.consider this remote city a West

Texas oasis. Known for its colorful fron-

tier history, wool and mohair industry,
and freshwater Concho pearls, San Angelo

is fast developing another claim to fame-

as a vibrant arts community.

Home to such Texas giants as Western
novelist Elmer Kelton and the Grammy
Award-winning Los Lonely Boys, the city

boasts scores of other artists, from paint-
ers and potters to sculptors and saddle-
makers. Not only that, San Angelo resi-

dents seem to have a passion for the arts,
as demonstrated by their support of a
slew of cultural affairs.

A trio of civic institutions-the San

Angelo Museum of Fine Arts, San Angelo

Symphony, and Angelo Civic Theatre-
offer full slates of activities, and they're
not the only games in town. The San

Angelo Cultural Affairs Council sponsors

a music series and an annual jazz and
blues festival. The San Angelo Civic Ballet
stages the Nutcracker annually. The
Chicken Farm Art Center-a laid-back

venture more than three decades old-

continues to expand its offerings. When

you add the contributions of Angelo

State University, Fort Concho National
Historic Landmark, and several well-

respected art galleries, the number of
arts-related events in this city of some
88,000 people is remarkable.

Case in point: On the fourth weekend

of April, San Angelo will hold three
major events-the San Angelo National

Ceramic Competition, the Texas Wine &
Food Festival, and the Texas Mesquite
Art Festival-plus a variety of other activ-
ities that take place at galleries and other

sites across town. It's all rolled up into
one umbrella-event called Art for All the
Senses, and heaven help you if you can't
find something of interest in this lineup.

Most people have the opposite prob-
lem: too many choices. Luckily, most sites

are close together, and San Angelo's traf-
fic problems are nil, so with careful plan-
ning, you can usually fit in your top
picks. (For a roundup of Art for All the
Senses activities, see sidebar, page 57.)

A YEAR-ROUND ARTS SUE
f course, San Angelo's arts community

is active year round, so don't limit

yourself to just one April weekend to
check out local happenings. A good place to

start anytime is at the dynamic San Angelo
Museum of Fine Arts, which opened at

its current site overlooking the Concho in

1999. By all accounts, the debut of the

distinctive new building, with its sweep-
ing, copper-clad roof, gave the city's arts

scene a huge shot in the arm.

The rooftop deck of the San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts (opposite) offers intriguing sculptures by Phil
Simpson and a view of the city below. Home to many artists, including pop-music group Los Lonely
Boys (top), San Angelo boasts a lively arts scene. Last year's invitational ceramics exhibit featured pot-
ters Bridget Hauser and James Watkins at the Chicken Farm Art Center. Randy Barbee's 2003 adapta-
tion of The Land and the River at the Angelo Civic Theatre starred San Angelo native Wade Mayer.
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A istunc aiurui i downtown 61 A jeiu auove) gives v ewtvcs d race opportunity. to compare the pres-
ent-day block :f 200 South Chadbourne with that of a century ago. Paintbrush Alley, another downtown
art project, combines nostalgia and whimsy. One of the artworks, a takeoff on a Norman Rockwell paint-
ing (right), depicts Bishop Michael Pfeifer of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo waiting for a haircut.

"Many visitors are blown away when
they come to San Angelo, with its relative
remoteness, and discover a museum like
this," says museum director Howard Tay-
lor. "The qualIty of the museum, combined
with the unicueness of its architecture and
some of the cutting-edge exhibits we've
been able to ring here, just amazes them."

oSi am Arts-l ovy rls
in This Town!

an Angelo ias a wealth of good restau-
rants. Check out Fuentes Cafe Down-
town (101 S. Chadbourne, 325/658-

2430; www.fuentescafedowntown); Cactus
Cafe & Bistro (36 E. Twohig Ave., #105,
655-1501); Miss Hattie's Cafe & Saloon
(26 E. Concho Ave., 653-0570); Peasant
Village (23 S. Park, 655-4811); and Silo
House Restaurant (Thu-Sat, by reservation
only, 2503 Ma-in Luther King, 658-3333;
www.chickeifarmartcenter.com).

A native of Buffalo, New York, Howard
was hired in the mid-1980s when the
museum was still operating in a convert-
ed space at nearby Fort Concho. He and
the rest of the community are justifiably
proud of its accomplishments, which
include receiving the National Museum
Service Award in 2003 for innovative
programs and community outreach.

Awards aside, Howard says a museum
should provide "transformative experi-
ences, things that enrich us." To that end,
the fine arts museum offers a range of
programs for both adults and children,
ranging from art talks and a chamber
music series to weekly art classes at the
local Boys and Girls Club.

One of the museum's biggest events is
the biennial National Ceramic Competi-
tion, sponsored jointly with Angelo State
University and the Chicken Farm Art
Center. Over the years, the museum has

purchased works from many of the par-
ticipating artists, and these help form a
distinguished collection of American con-

1

temporary ceramics. (For a sampling of
current exhibits, see Essentials, page 67.)

nother must-see place for art-lovers
is the Chicken Farm Art Center, on the
north side of town. While its architec-

ture is less sophisticated than the muse-

um's, it has a charm all its own. And yes,
it really was a chicken farm at one time.

"There wasn't much here when I came,
except some dilapidated chicken coops
and other old buildings," says Roger
Allen, who founded the center in 1971
and lives here with his wife, Pam Bladine.

The "before" scene is hard to imagine

54 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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M~uLn d rec or Howa'd Taylor leans against a thid-floor dlung, Hanked by paintings from common Places: The Art of James Francis Gill, a retro-
spective of the San Angelo native's work. Woodworkers Barbie Holton (in red blouse) and Ro r Ellison (second from left) talk to passersby at the Texas
Mesquite Art Festival. Some of Barbie's trademark bowls are shown in the foreground.

when you survey the three-acre site now. says Vicki. "Maybe it's because pe e here NO T A I TH E AR TI D 0 0 R S
The former chicken coops have become are more laid-back, and when you e with ith all the wide-open spaces in We
15 attractive studios. Other buildings a group of laid-back people, time doesn't Texas, it's not surprising to fin
house two art galleries (one is the seem to move so fast. I call it 'Chicken some of San Angelo's most inte
StarKeeper Gallery, which displays Roger's Farm time.' Best of all, there's a communi- esting art outdoors. Thanks to Histor
striking, e wel-toned ceramics), a res- ty of artists here who support each other." Murals of San Angelo, several of dow
taurant, and a bed and breakfast. (Jerry This special feeling of community- town's oldest walls now pay tribute to t
and Susan Warned, who now own the which extends to even first-time visitors- city's heritage. The 200 Block Sou
back half of the o-1ginal property, estab- is one reason Roger Allen believes the Chadbourne 1908-1910 Era mural giv
lished the Silo Houwe Restaurant, the Inn Chicken Farm Art Center may prove to viewers who stand at the intersection

be his biggest and Concho and South Chadbourne stree
DEVOTEES ARE FOND OF SAYING OF THE CHICKEN FARM finest work of art. the o ortunit to cor are the resen

"It's 492 miles desr than Santa F

the way to a good time."

at the Art Center, and the Gecko Gallery.)

Although the site has been trans-
formed, the Chicken Farm's mission has
stayed the same-"sharing the wonderful
world of a-t." Each month, the art center
hosts 1st Saturday, which highlights a
local artist's work and includes ceramics
and blacksmithing demonstrations and

live music by the Chicken Pickers. This
gathering and others attract artists and

art-lovers from near and far.
Vicki Hardin, a raku artist who has been

a "Chicken-Farmer" (studio tenant) for
25 years, sums up how many people feel

about the center: "The world is moving at
such a fast pace, but it feels different here,"

e, but it's fl hen you think

of Fort Concho
National Histo-

ric Landmark, "arts

destination" probably isn't the first thing
that comes to mind. However, it plays an
important role in interpreting one aspect

of this region's culture. Established in
1867 to protect frontier settlements, it
was active for 22 years and contributed
to San Angelo's early growth.

"Obviously, history is our imary
focus," says director Bob Bluthar, "but
we use all the tools at hand to te h his-
tory, including art. Our Visitor C ter in
Barracks 1 will have several e hibits
throughout 2006, including one on the
Buffalo Soldiers and their Fort Cocho
connection. And we'll have a special col-
lection of spurs on display through May."

day block with that of a century ago.
Susan Morris, Historic Murals' execu-

tive director, says several passersby have
become disoriented because the mural-
depicting the collision of a streetcar with
an automobile-looks so realistic. San An-
gelo muralist Crystal Goodman carefully
researched all the painting's elements.

The businesses depicted are listed in San
Angelo's 1908 phonebook (its first), and
they also appear in period photos.

Crystal has painted two other murals:
1840-1940 Public Transportation in San
Angelo (at South Chadbourne and Avenue
C) and The Village Blacksmith (at Concho
Avenue and Oakes). The blacksmith mural
provoked a reaction that Susan Morris
says makes all the effort worthwhile.

Shortly before the mural's completion

in 2003, she received a letter from then-
85-year-old Bert Morgan, whose family
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had lived in a two-story building that

housed a blacksmith shop in the mid-

1920s, just across the street from the

mural si-e. Bert had been following

Crystal's progress as she painted. One

day, he discovered a small blond boy and

his dog in the painting who were watch-

ing the blacksmith work. "I felt a com-

pelling urge to walk through the old

weather-1-eaten door in the blacksmith

shop and. like Alice in the looking glass,

step 80 years back in time to my youth,"

the better read. "I could not do that phys-

ically, but thrcugh the power of my mind,

I revisited a wonderful period of my life,

for which I am truly grateful."

1 rtists have also taken to the streets

for another downtown project, called

Paintbrus^ Alley. To see these whim-

One of severa galleries in town,.The J. Walker
Gallery (top) sells handcrafted mescuite furniture
(some made by co-owner John Walker, at center)
plus paintings, pottery, and more. This "art car"
is one of sever that wil e'ientual y line the city's
River Walk.

n J % 1~ /
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sical works, you have to park your car

and walk through an alley.

The artworks in Paintbrush Alley make

it resemble a street from the mid-1900s.

Volunteers have painted an apartment
scene that reveals the lives of some comi-

cal tenants. (One "window" shows a cou-

ple dancing to music on the radio while

another shows their downstairs neighbor

banging on the ceiling with a broom.)

Other walls depict a grocery store, barber-

shop, and tailor. An old entrance to one

building has been painted to look like a

1950s movie theater. The "marquee" is so

convincing that children have walked up

and asked, "When does the movie start?"

Local artist and designer Joyce Wilde,

who owns J. Wilde's (a successful bou-

tique on Concho Avenue), came up with

the idea as a way to boost downtown.

"In the early days, San Angelo's retail

stores were not only on the streets, but

also in the alleys," says Joyce. "Now,

years have passed, and we've lost the

alley storefronts. But the great thing is

that we have these beautiful, historic

structures that have never been obstruct-

ed with false fronts. Progress and renova-

tion didn't get to the back of the stores."

Joyce says organizers wanted to create

"a biography of our life downtown," but

they also wanted to find a place they

could close off for outdoor events. "This

particular alley isn't just long and nar-

row; there are setback spaces with more

room," she adds. "So it's great for hold-

ing festivals and parties."

n 2005, five elementary-school art

teachers organized a third outdoor art

project that has involved more than

200 volunteers, including welders, teach-

ers, and artists. Called Art in Uncom-

mon Places, it will eventually feature

seven functional mosaic car sculptures, all

of which must include either a recycled car

or car parts. According to the project's co-

president, Julie Raymond, the sculptures

will eventually line the city's River Walk, a

four-mile path along the Concho.

The first completed piece-a 1967

Volkswagen encased in mosaic tile and

transformed into a bench-is on tempo-

rary display at an old gas station near the



fine arts museum. Volunteers will be

working on several of the mosaic cars at

their warehouse site during the Nation-

al Ceramic Competition (see Essentials,
page 67).

MARK YOUR (AIEHDARS
he performing arts are also alive and

well in San Angelo, and they often

offer outstanding entertainment. The

San Angelo Symphony, for example, hosts

a musical performance at ASU on April

22 by Monica Mancini, which is de-

scribed as a retrospective of works by her

father, the renowned composer Henry

Mancini.

Since its inception in 1949, the sympho-

ny has presented concerts with music

ranging from the Baroque and Classical

periods to that of modern composers like

Aaron Copland. In addition to the regular

season at the City Auditorium, there are

Pops concerts in April, July, and

December. Some 35,000 people usually

attend the one in July, which is presented

at the RiverStage, an outdoor venue over-

looking the Concho.

Last August, the symphony presented

A Symphony of Horses, an event held at the

1st Community Federal Credit Union Spur

Arena. The orchestra played majestic

music matched perfectly to the hoof-

beats of horses, a combination that

seems especially suited to West Texas.

"Several world-class riders participated,
including an Olympic jumper," says sym-

phony executive director Jennifer Odom.

Each November the symphony hosts

the Sorantin Young Artist Competition

for Piano and Strings. "Young pianists

and string players come here from

around the world," says Jennifer. "I like to

think of us as the smaller Van Cliburn."

he oldest civic-theater group in Tex-

as, the Angelo Civic Theatre began

as the "Dramatic Society" in 1885.

Today, it offers five shows in its main-

stage season (including Hello Dolly! this

month), plus drama classes and work-

shops. The theater also conducts an annu-

al Summer Arts Conservatory in conjunc-

tion with the First Presbyterian Church's

fine arts program. (continued on page 66)

rtIfr All the Sen es

hree major events wrapped into one, Art

for All the Senses takes place annually
the third or fourth weekend in April (April

21-24, 2006). On Friday night, downtown

shops will stay open until 9, and there will

be outdoor dancing and music.
The weekend's headliner-the 16th Nation-

al Ceramic Competition (April 21-24)-has

been cited by a former editor of Ceramics

Monthly as "the premier clay show in America."

Organized in 1986 by the San Angelo Museum
of Fine Arts, it was held annually until 1996,
but because of its growing popularity, the mu-
seum began holding the competition in even-

numbered years and an invitational ceramics

exhibit in odd-numbered years.
Hosted jointly by the museum, Angelo State

University, and the Chicken Farm Art Center,
this year's four-day event features an exhibit

of more than 100 pieces, covering a broad
spectrum of styles and chosen from some
1,500 entries from across the United States,
Mexico, and Canada.

The 2006 slate also includes a ceramics

symposium, the 15th annual ASU Ceramic
Invitational (April 3-30), workshops, gallery

openings, and an art walk/talk, not to men-

tion plenty of West Texas hospitality. (For de-

tails, call 325/653-3333; www.samfa.org.)

Sponsored by the San Angelo Cultural

Affairs Council, the 22nd Annual Texas Wine
& Food Festival (April 21-23) includes a
wine-and-food-pairing course at the muse-
um and a gourmet dinner at a local country
club, with a live auction and wine tips from

vintners. "We can't reveal the name of the

guest chef yet,' says the council's executive
director Jessica Brown, "but we promise an

exciting menu."
The Wine, Brew and Food Tasting Finale

will take place at the 1st Community Federal

Credit Union Spur Arena. Area restaurants
and caterers will join vintners and brewers
from across the state and offer some of their

finest selections. (For festival details, call
325/653-6793; www.sanangeloarts.com.)

More than 40 juried artisans will display

A featured artist at last year's invitational ceramics
exhibit, William Wilhelmi of Corpus Christi is known
for his ceramic cowboy boots. A pair is on display
at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.

their work at the 3rd Annual Texas Mesquite
Art Festival (April 21-23), on the grounds

of Fort Coricho National Historic Landmark.

Billed as the world's largest selection of
mesquite collectibles, the items range from
heirloom rocking horses to cabinets and cus-
tom furniture. Visitors can also watch sawmill
demonstrations and scroll-saw work.

"This show requires that at least 70 percent
of what you bring be made of mesquite:' says
festival coordinator Roger Ellison. "You can
find box elder, pecan, and other woods here,
but most of it is mesquite."

All of the artists enjoy talking about the
endearing qualities of this native Texas hard-
wood. Baroie Holton of Kerrville, who special-
izes in making beautiful bowls that show the
character of the wood, says, "The common
thread here is that we all work in mesquite
and love all the wonderful things you can do
with it." (For festival details, call 866/839-
3378; www.texasmesquiteassn.org.)
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BY JACK LOWRY

PHOTOGRAPHS BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH

I

o M E T I M ES, you can be blessed with too much of a good thing. Based

on my most recent visit to the Witte, I understood how true this can be.

The venerable San Antonio institution, which has been around for 80

years, spans Texas' past from geologic time through the 20th Century.

And now it is poised to take a new leap at the beginning of the 21st Century,

thanks to the vision and energy of some very special South Texans.

"For so long, we have been the attic of

South Texas," says Marise McDermott,
who has been the museum's president and
chief executive officer since April 2004.

"We have some 180,000 artifacts, but we
just haven't had the space to display most

of them. That's why we're launching a
major expansion of the Witte, which

should begin next year. Many of our
finest artifacts had been on loan to muse-

A life-size replica of a Ilcerdtops skeletolI duoiinat
exhibit titled Dinosaurs: Vanished Texans. A winged
odon is barely visible beyond the Triceratops' horns.

ums like the Bob Bullock Texas State His-
tory Museum in Austin and the Smith-

sonian Institution in Washington, D.C."
Marise revealed what she meant by

showing me just a handful of the items
the Witte keeps in storage: a 19th-Centu-
ry ledger from the Menger Hotel; trail-

drivers' saddles and spurs; old boots and
sombreros; Plains Indian basketry of all

shapes and sizes; a Lakota woman's

leather shirt and leggings that a
soldier cut off of her body after

she was massacred at Wounded
Knee in December 1890; wea-

pons, fossils, skeletons, art-
work, maps, and household ar-

tifacts-the range of what the

1 average visitor cannot see stag-

gers the imagination.

But what you can see is
equally mind-boggling. The mu-
seum comfortably blends visit-
ing exhibits and permanent dis-
plays. Among the latter, Di-

es the nosaurs: Vanished Texans al-

Pteran- ways manages to impress, with
its huge replica of a Triceratops

skeleton dominating the gallery. Above
the three-horned dinosaur hovers a Pter-

anodon, one of the largest flying creatures
that ever lived. Its body was about six feet
long, but its wings could span 25 feet or
more. Nearby, replicated skulls of the
herbivorous Anatosaurus (a.k.a. Edmon-

tosaurus) and the carnivorous Tyran-
nosaurus rex skull invi-e you to examine
the marked differences in dentition be-
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San Antonio's Witte Museum has been a favorite of young and old alike since it first oaeceb its doors in Brackenridge Park in 1926.

tween the plant-eaters and the meat-eaters.

They also give you a sense of the incredi-

ble size of these creatures. Tyrannosaurus,

for instance, stood 20 feet tall and 40 feet

long and fed on other large dinosaurs, in-

cluding the 40-foot-long, 3.5-ton Edmon-

tosaurus and the Triceratops, which, at

30 feet long and up to 12 tons in weight,
was not exactly a bite-sized morsel.

In the same gallery, children can sit

comfortably inside a massive impnoression

based on the dinosaur tracks found at

Glen Rose. Nearby, visitors can also ex-

amine petrified palm, a giant Ammonite
(a mollusk that could reach n-rne feet in

diameter), fossil birch anc willow leaves,
as well as a fossil o- the 2xtinct fern

Weichselia, all from the Cretaceous Peri-

od (144 million to 65 million years ago).
Texas Wild: Ecology Illustrated proves

to be another favorite exhibit. Two

adult and one young bison stand in the

middle of the opening display area, as if

they were roaming across the Texas
plains two centuries ago. In this section,

the state is divided into major ecological

zones, with maps, animal taxidermy,
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Art of the Circus exhibit features portions of the famous Hertzberg Circus Collection, along with cos-
tumes from Ringling Bros. ard Barnum & Bailey, "The Greatest Show on Earth."

and dioramas illustrating the habitats.

In the East Texas Piney Woods, an

Eastern flying squirrel, swamp rabbit, red-

cockaded woodpecker, -iry cricket frog,
and checkered garter snake exemplify the

animal kingdom. Nearby, a model of a black

bear walks across the forest floor while

blue jays and pine warblers fly overhead.

In West Texas, a roadrunner, scaled

quail, hog-nosed skunk, Mexican ground

squirrel, rock rattlesnake, and Texas

horned lizard make up one exhibit. Near-

by, a mountain lion has just felled a white-

tailed deer in the rugged, rocky terrain.

The South Texas Thornbrush displays

such denizens as a fox, giant toad, Texas

indigo snake, chachalaca, green jay, anc

long-billed thrasher. Similarly, the Texas

Gulf environment features a coyote chas-

ing a jackrabbit while a tern hunts for

fish. Other exhibits showcase common

mollusks of the Gulf Coast, including

sundials, mussels, scallops, quahogs,
cockles, and Scotch bonnets.

Texas Wild also includes Animals

Alive!, an area with live animals, where

children look with fascination at spiders,
snakes, and bees.

NTERESTED in mummies? The exhib-
it titled Mummies: Unwrapping the

Past includes an Egyptian mummy of

the 2nd Century A.D., as well as a video

presentation on mummification. Curious

about how mummies were prepared? The

ancient Egyptians had developed the proc-

ess into a set of precise, ritualistic steps.

First, the priest removed the brain from

the head. (I'll spare you the details on the

three common methods of doing this, but

I will say that they usually involved the

nasal passages or the eye sockets.)

After the brain was taken out, the cut-

ter made an incision on the left side of the

body, removed the lungs, stomach, liver,
and intestines, embalmed them, and

placed them in separate ritualistic boxes

or vases called canopic jars. To dry the

body cavities, the priests used bags of na-

tron (a carbonate salt similar to baking

soda) and sweet-smelling herbs and

spices, which probably made it a little eas-

ier to work with the deceased.

Then the body was covered with na-

tron and dried out for 40 days. To keep

the skin soft and smooth, it might be

rubbed with tree resin, beeswax, and

camphor oil. (Natron was also popular in

Egypt for the living-it could be used to

clean the home and rid it of vermin, and

it was also an antiseptic, a body scrub and

cleanser, and a toothpaste.)

Then the desiccated body was covered

with amulets and sacred necklaces that

were believed to protect it from mishap.

Following that, the priest wrapped the

mummy with layers of linen bandages

soaked in cedar oil and other oils, and

treated with gum arabic. Small dolls,
called shabtis, which looked like the mum-

my, might be put in the wrappings. They

were supposed to work in the fields for

the mummy in the next life. The priests

used hundreds of yards of linen to wrap a

single body. Some might wrap each finger

and toe individually before enfolding the

hand or foot. Embalmers wanted to be

sure that the body would be perfectly pre-

served, with a premortem appearance, to

carry the soul into the afterlife.

Finally, the mummy was placed in one or

more coffins, and these were placed in the

sarcophagus, which was already in the tomb.
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INSTEAD Of OfING THE ATTIC OF SOUTH TEXAS, WE WANT TO FOCUS

ON OUR SOUTH TEXAS HERITAGE CENTER, A SCIENCE AREA, AND A WATER

RESOURCE CENTER WITH A WETLANDS WALK.

e 0

Outside the H-E-B Treehouse, c ; a arnm
about the world of water with hands-on devices
such as the Archimedes' Screw, an ancient tool
that is still used to move water uphill.

The entire mummification process took

70 days. For lower levels of Egyptian so-
ciety, the procedure involved less ceremo-
ny and fewer materials. A body might

simply be desiccated with natron, then re-

turned to the family. Some studies suggest
that Egyptian embalmers also used bitu-

men (asphalt) imported from the region

of Palestine's Dead Sea.
Mummification was probably prac-

ticed from about 2,600 B.C. through

A.D. 364, toward the end of the Roman

era. As you can imagine, the stench from

these activities in Egypt's hot sun would
have been enormous. Consequently, the

priests performed their art under huge

tents removed from population centers.

Needless to say, the priests not only had
to know the correct prayers and cere-

monies, but would have had detailed
knowledge of human anatomy.

EXT TO the mummies exhibit, visit
Ancient Texans: Rock Art and Life-

ways Along the Lower Pecos, which

uses dioramas and artifacts to illustrate

the lifeways and creations of the hunting,
gathering, and fishing societies of the area
near present-day Lake Amistad. Their art

includes pictographs-painted images;

petroglyphs-carved or incised images;
and various kinds of painted pebbles. The

Witte, along with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion and the University of Texas at Aus-

tin, sponsored the first archeological re-
search in the region in the 1930s. The re-
sults proved to be a double-edged sword.

The early work, especially that carried
out by the Witte, called public attention

to the dry caves in south and southwest
Texas. San Antonio's newspapers touted
the museum's explorations, and the Witte
soon put its spectacular finds on display.
As a direct result, the more accessible and
better-known rock shelters, such as Fate
Bell in today's Seminole Canyon State
Park, became magnets for artifact collec-

tors and looters, some of whom dug with
landowner permission and many others
who did not.

Archeologists have been fortunate, how-
ever, that in the dry rock shelters of West
Texas not only has rock art survived, but

so have everyday items, such as contain-

ers made from prickly pears, cane flutes,
lechuguilla sewing needles and thread,
digging sticks, woven yucca mats, sotol

and lechuguilla sandals, and carrying
packs, baskets, and cords made of other
desert-plant fibers. Well-preserved organ-

ic materials, such as the foods eaten, blan-
ket fragments, animal snares, and pouch-
es, have made it easier for archeologists in
the region to learn about the daily lives of
the ancient people of southern Texas.

For example, researchers have learned
that the Native Americans cooked root
foods, like the hearts of sotol and lechu-
guilla plants, in earthen ovens that would

transform the inedible raw bulbs into a
palatable, sugary carbohydrate. The rock

caves and shelters provided protection from

the elements and potential enemies, and

the ovens supplied warmth and a place to

cook vegetable and animal foods. Al-

though the rock art dates back only about

4,500 years, human habitation in the area

may go back 14,000 years or more.

PSTAIRS in the Coates Textile

Gallery, part of the famous Hertzberg
Circus Collection showcases historic

posters and colorful circus artifacts. Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey, "The

Greatest Show on Earth," provided the

costumes. Among them are the attire of

a ringmaster, clown, showgirl, male and
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THE WITTE MUSEUM, San Antonio's premiere
museum of South Texas history, culture, and
natural science, is on the San Antonio River
in Brackenridge Park, at 3801 Broadway. The
zip code is 78209. Call 210/357-1900;
www.wittemuseum.org.

In addition to the exhibits mentioned in the
story, check for traveling and rotating exhibi-
tions. Currently, In the Dark, which explores
how animals and people function at night,
in the deep sea, in caves, and underground,
and how we relate to darkness, is on display
through May 29, 2006.

The museum grounds include the popular
H-E-B Science Treehouse and the following
historic homes: the Ruiz Home, where the
city's first schoolmaster lived; the Twohig
Home, built in 1841 by Irish immigrant John
Twohig; the Navarro Home, built in 1835 by
Tejano statesman Jose Antonio Navarro; and
a Log Cabin, built in 1939 by 30 youths
participating in President Franklin D. Roose-
velt's National Youth Administration program.

Hours: Mon and Wed-Sat 10-5, Tue 10-8, Sun
12-5. Open daily, except for the third Mon. in
Oct., Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. Ad-
mission: $7; $6 age 65 and older; $5 ages
4-11; free age 3 and younger and museum
members. Admission free Tue 3-8 p.m.
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Take Time to Stop
and Tour the Flowers!
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female trapeze artists, a juggler, and a
gymnast. A video of a Ringling Bros. cir-
cus production plays constantly on a

large screen that overlooks the displays.

HE WITTE also offers outdoors ex-

hibits and activities. Step outside to

explore the H-E-B Science Treehouse,
which has recently been renovated and
improved. For those of you who have
been here before, you'll notice a bright,
more colorful look to the treehouse. The

exhibits are new, too. Boeing, IBM, and
other corporate sponsors have helped
provide materials that teach kids about

the wonders of flight, computers, and en-

ergy. Nearby, Take It to the River in-
cludes a touch tank with water and crit-

ters from the San Antonio River, as well

as an underwater camera that lets visitors

see what lies within the river.
You'll find all this, and additional

treats, at the Witte. And before long,
you'll find even more. "Instead of being
the attic of South Texas, we want to focus

on three areas," says Marise McDermott.

"Our South Texas Heritage Center will

be one focal point. We'll also have a sci-

ence area, and a Water Resource Center

with a wetlands walk." The Water Re-
source Center will educate visitors about

the San Antonio River, including details

such as that its source is on the nearby
University of the Incarnate Word campus,
and that an acequia dating to 1719 took

water from the Witte's site to the Alamo.

"From our current 200,000 visitors per

year, we think that we can attract some

500,000 a year," says Marise. "Thanks to

the generosity of donors such as former

Governor Dolph Briscoe, who recently

gave us $500,000, and a $1 million gift
from philanthropist Betty Kelso, we're

well on our way to making the new Witte

a reality." In the meantime, the eclectic

museum remains a gem worth discovering

and rediscovering. With each visit, you'll

find something unexpected and new.*

Editor JACK LOWRY and staff photographer
GRIFF SMITH have collaborated on Texas
Highways stories for more than 20 years. They
would like to thank the staff of the Witte Muse-
um for making this an enjoyable story to re-
search and photograph.
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Texas Wildflowers Collection by Kathryn Designs
Get the matching T-shirt, tote, and coffee mug

individally, or order all three as a set fcr your-

self or a friend.

Texas Wildflower
T-shirt

Texas Wildflowers Tote Bag
100% cotton, screen-printed
Size: 143/4" x 14/2"

#37413.......$16.95

100% preshrunk,
heavyweight cotton
Machine-washable
Screen-printed
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

Texas Wildflowers #38232.......$17.95
Coffee Mug
Holds 9 ounces
Microwave and dishwasher safe

#37326.......$8.95

I

21 NEW
PRODUCTS!

'
e.

Ii
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exas Wildflowers Poster
eatures 145 Texas wildflowers
leavy, glossy stock
includes a key to identify flowers
ize: 18" x 24"

32178.......$20.00

'Up to $25.00 ............... $4.50
$25.01 to $35.00 ..........$6.50
$35.01 to $60.00 .......... $9.50

1$60.01 to $75.00 ......... $11.50

A'

$150.0: to $175.00..
$175.01 to $200.00..
$200.C L to $225.00 ..
$225.C L to $250.00..

4-
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Wildflowers in Watercolor Note Cards
Designed by Texas artist Sheila Swanson
6 cards, 6 envelopes, boxed set
2 each of 3 images 482
Size: Approximately 6 /" x 4 1 " color ph
#35201.......$11.00 Easy

A Texas Highways

........ $18.50 - exclusive item
......... $19.00
......... $20.00
......... $21.00

$75.01 to $100.00 ....... $13.00 $250.C-1 to $275.00...........$22.00
$100.01 to $125.00 ...... $16.50 $275.01 to $300.00...........$23.00

'$125.01 to $150.00 ...... $17.50 $300.0J+ .... FREE (Regular Handling)

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks for REGULAR U.S. delivery.

EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, a--d $10 for orders totaling up to
$175 for orders totaling more than $175, call 5_2/486-5887. Express handling
is not available for P0. boxes or outside the continental U.S.

SALES TAX is required by state law for merchancise, shipping, and handling. For
orders shipped to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to your final total.

/i
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Pink Embroidered TEXAS T-shirt
Embroidered flowers, filigree, and "TEXAS"
100% cotton, machine-washable
Women's Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38233.......$21.95

Wildflowers of Texas
By Geyata Ajilvsgi

species of Texas wildflowers,
otographs, index, and glossary
identify-by-color organization

2003, 544 pages, 83/4" x 41/2"
full-color, paperback

#36521.......$19.95

To order, call 1-800-839-4997.
(850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

Or visit www.texashighways.com.
You may also visit the Texas Highways Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.

To order by mail, please send payment to
Texas Highways, PO Box 51564, Boulder, CO 80322-1564.

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover 5D61
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Texas Wild Thangs T-shirt
Designed by Texas artist Larry Lemor
100% heavyweight, preshrunk cotton
Screen-printed, machine-washable
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

#38230.......$17.95

~ /

-,

.7 /

"

To order, call

4

Posters
Each poster features 24 of eac
region's most popular birds. Th
images are printed on heavy st
and measure 24" x 18".

Texas Hill Country
Birds Poster
#32179.......$20.00

Rio Grande Valley
Birds of Texas Poster
#32180.......$20.00

Is

TEXAS WELD P

Hummingbirds of Texas
Suitable for beginners or experts, 19 hummingbirds covered,
photos, artwork, graphs and range maps, events, tours, and
tips on attracting hummingbirds.
2005, 110 pages, 8" x 11/4", full-color, hardcover

#36407. $24.95

Gerald Sneed Collection
h Award-winning artist and Rio Grande Valley
e resident Gerald Sneed paints the abundant
ock wildlife of Texas. His paintings have been

sought after by, among others, the American
Birding Association, the sponsors of the
International Migratory Bird Day, and the
McAllen, Weslaco, and Harlingen Chambers
of Commerce. Texas Highways offers Sneed's
work in popular prints and note cards. Enjoy!

Hummingbirds of Texas Note Cards
9 cards, 9 envelopes, boxed
Size: 6" x 4/%"

#35601.......$12.95

Texas Gulf Coast
Birds Poster
#32181.......$20.00

t.p

Birds of Texas Note Cards
9 cards, 9 envelopes, boxed set
3 each of 3 images
Size: 6" x 4'/"

#35602.......$12.95

1-800-839-4997 (850-683-1394 from outside the U.S.)

I
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Republic of Texas T-shirt
100% heavyweight, preshrunk cotton
Embossed seal, machine-washable inside-out

Color: Navy
Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL

#38231.......$17.95

Don't Mess with Texas
Music CD
Volume III
20 Songs. Featuring Lee Roy
Parnell, Jimmy LaFave, Jerry
Jeff Walker, Junior Brown,
Robert Earl Keen, and others.
Proceeds benefit music educa-
tion in Texas schools.

#37601.......$14.95

.ubbock Lights DVD
his film humorously examines the

nusical roots of the region that
)rought us Bob Wills, Roy Orbison,
luddy Holly, and Waylon Jennings.

?005 documentary, 80 minutes,
eatures 34 songs from West Texas
artists, including the Flatlanders
Joe Ely, Jimmy Dale Gilmore, and
3utch Hancock) and many others.

#37801.......$24.95

21 NEW PRODUCTS!
TEXAS IS A STATE OF MIND
Coffee Mug

Holds 15 ounces
Microwave and dishwasher safe
Same image on front and back
Color: Navy

#37327.......$9.95

Single Bluebonnet
in Texas Flag

Matted Photo
Size: 8" x 10" overall

Printed on archival photo paper
with a life of 50+ years. The

Texas flag mat is made with 5
different pieces of acid-free mat

board. Perfect for framing.

#32183.......$18.00

Bluebonnet Country Road
Matted Photo
Size: 8" x 10" overall
Printed on archival photo paper
with a life of 50+ years. Matted
on acid-free paper and gold-
stamped with photographer Dan
Richards' name. The outer mat
is part of the picture, creating
depth within the photo.
Perfect for framing.

#32182.......$18.00

Why Stop?
A Guide to Texas Historical
Roadside Markers, 5th Edition
Describes and locates more than
2,600 roadside markers across the state.
2005, 565 pages, 6" x 9",
black-and-white, paperback.

#36335.......$19.95

TSce X A S
TEXAS

Scenic Driving Texas
32 drives through some of Texas'
most spectacular scenery. Contains
itineraries, historical and area high-
lights, side trips, photos, and travel tips.
2005, 224 pages, 6" x 9",
black-and-white, paperback

#36333.......$15.95

Compass American Guides:
Texas, 3rd Edition
Smart, fun, and packed with
full-color photographs, this guide
reveals the best to see and do
in the state.
2004, 336 pages, 51/" x 8",
full-color, paperback

#36334.......$21.95

Or visit www.texashighways.com



San Angelo and the Arts has had a recu

(continued from page 57) Sopranos, serve
(Interestingly, R

"Civic theater is such an interesting Bronte, starred in

animal," says executive director Lisa Rob- when he was as

erts. "We work with people who are law- years earlier.) "It

yers, grocery-store clerks, insurance sales- ence," says Rand

people, the gamut. And our audience mem- nity involvement

bers love seeing their neighbors perform. full-circle kind o.

They admire the actors for taking that risk "San Angelo h

to be on stage, as well as for their talent." energy," adds Ra

In honor of San Angelo's centennial it has a pretty ar

birthday in 2003, the theater presented an

"CIVIC THEATER IS SUCH AN INTERESTING ANIMAL.

We work with people who are lawyers, grocery-

store derks, InS r6(e salespeople, the amut."

adaptation of The Land and the River, a from San Diego

musical tale by Raymond Carver based to family. She's

on San Angelo's frontier heritage. New cultural opportu

York actor, director, and Internet/vi- "Compared t

deo/film producer Randy Barbee, who have 3 million p

I
A place where "Howdy" is more than a greeting:...

it's a genuine spirit no one forgets!

The Museum at the George Bush Presidential Library " Fine Dining
Historic Downtown Bryan " Texas A&M University
Messina Hof Winery & Resort " Art Galleries - Coffee Shops
Golf and Recreation - Unique Shopping - Easy Access

BRYANCOLLEGE STATION
C O N V!IN T 10N A"* V111011t 0l IA U

For Information Take a Trip To: or Call:
www.visitaggieland.com 800.777.8292

rring role in HBO's The

ed as guest director.

andy, a native of nearby

n the original production.

student at ASU some 30

was a wonderful experi-

dy, "with a lot of commu-

t. For me, it was a real

f feeling.
has always had a distinct

andy. "For a town its size,

amazing arts scene."

SAN ANGF1-TEXAS
(ITT DIFFERENT
aurel Scott, assis-

tant managing edi-

tor of the San An-

gelo Standard-Times,

moved here last fall

California, to be closer

delighted with the city's
unities.

o San Diego, where you

eople and one symphony,

*.;y

Dressage world champions Pam Fowler Grace and
"Pay N Go" performed in last August's A Symphony
of Horses, a musical event that involved some
45 horses "dancing" to classical music.

the arts are more accessible here," Laurel

adds. "There are usually plenty of tickets,

and there are also a lot of free or low-cost

things to do. There are no parking issues,

places aren't crowded, and you don't

have long lines."
Laurel observes that the city seems to

have a lot of hard-working, civic-minded

people. "It's not a place where people

go to work and then just go home; the

residents are involved in the communi-

ty," she says.

Bob Bluthardt, Fort Concho's longtime

director, thinks that this high level of com-

munity involvement is tied to San Angelo's

arts mystique. "We're out here in God's

country," he says. "Driving somewhere for

two hours to see something isn't an

option. Either it happens here, or we don't

see it. No one's going to bring it to us, so

we've got to do it for ourselves."

Museum director Howard Taylor of-

fers his take on what makes the city's arts

scene so special. "There's a unique at-

mosphere here," he says. "San Angelo's

remoteness is very appealing. Because

it's off the beaten path, there's an authen-

ticity to it.

"This is also a town that encourages cre-

ativity," says Howard. "You see a lot of in-

dividualistic, I'll-do-it-my-way approaches.

There's still that frontier attitude.

"Nowadays, with the Internet available,

artists don't have to live in a marketplace;

they just need a place to produce their

work," he adds. "Joyce Wilde's a good ex-

66 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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essentials SAN ANGELO'S ART SCENE

ample. She has a shop here, but she has al-

so sold in New York and on Rodeo Drive.

"Creative people gravitate toward
places like San Angelo that are more

affordable. And, of course, the more they

congregate here, the more the city actu-

ally becomes a marketplace. Take the

J. Walker Gallery, for example. John

Walker is a furniture-maker who creates

extraordinary works of art, but he also

operates a gallery. I'm going to go out on

a limb and say that in five years, San

Angelo will easily be the Santa Fe of
Texas. Easily."

While statements like this may sound

THE SEAT of Tom Green To Robert Lee

County, San Angelo is 250
miles southwest of Dallas North 87
and 180 miles southeast of Cochov oe Sr

0.L ke eLubbock. The San Angelo

Convention and Visitor State Park

MiddleBureau is in the city's Visit- Coocho 60
River Lk 0

or Center, at 418 W. Ave. B, Nasyol3y

overlooking the Concho
River. Call 325/655-4136;
www.sanangelo.org. The Bs 2

area code is 325. /
The 2006 Art for All the Senses takes place
the 4th weekend in Apr. and includes three
separate events: the 16th National Ceramic
Competition (Apr. 21-24), the 3rd Annual Tex-
as Mesquite Art Festival (Apr. 21-23), and
the 22nd Annual Texas Wine & Food Festival
(Apr. 21-23). For details about specific events,
see sidebar, page 57; for general information,
contact the CVB.

The San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts is at
One Love St., off of Oakes St. The museum
kicked off its 25th-anniversary celebration in
Feb. with a special exhibit, A Gift for the Gener-
ations, which features selections from its Per-
manent Collection and ends Apr. 9. (Two other
exhibits also end Apr. 9.) The 16th San Angelo
National Ceramic Competition 2006 runs Apr.
21-June 25, with a free opening reception on
Apr. 21. Call 653-3333; www.samfa.org.

The Chicken Farm Art Center, at 2505 Martin

Luther King, includes 15 artist's studios, 2 gal-
leries, a restaurant, and a bed and breakfast.
For details about hours, events, or the StarKeep-
er Gallery, call 653-4936; http://chickenfarm
artcenter.com. To reach the Inn at the Art Center
or the Gecko Gallery, call 659-3836. To reach

AN

Tc
Eldo

'To Abilene the Silo House Restaurant,
To Ballinger, call 658-3333.

277
67 Fort Concho Natl. Historic

GELO 0 Landmark is at 630 S. Oakes
o St. Call 481-2646; www.fort

6 380 " concho.com.

87 Wll Brady Write to Historic Murals of
outh San Angelo at Box 61402

Concho
Rive' (76906), or call 944-1443; www.

"SAN historicmuralsofsanangelo.org.
AGE.q

rado Paintbrush Alley is in the alley
between Twohig and Concho avenues and runs
from Irving to Chadbourne streets. Park on any
downtown street, and walk through it. Call 655-
1234; www.downtownsanangelo.org.

The first completed art car is on temporary

display on Oakes St., near the Museum of Fine
Arts. Volunteers will be working on other art cars
at the Wendland Warehouse (30 W. Concho
Ave.) during the Natl. Ceramic Competition.
Contact the San Angelo Cultural Affairs Council
as listed below.

The San Angelo Symphony office is at 36 W.
Twohig Ave. Call 658-5877; www.sanangelo
symphony.org.

The San Angelo Cultural Affairs Council office
is on the 2nd floor of the historic Cactus Hotel,
at 36 E. Twohig Ave. Call 653-6793; www.
angeloarts.com.

Angelo State University is at 2601 W. Ave. N.
Call 942-2555; www.angelo.edu.

The Angelo Civic Theatre is at 1936 Sherwood
Way. Call 949-4400; www.angelocivictheatre.com.

The San Angelo Civic Ballet office is at 15
W. Beauregard Ave. Call 653-8877; www.
sanangeloarts.com.

like wishful thinking, New Mexico

painter Barbara Bartels, who taught a

plein-air workshop for the museum last
fall, thinks Howard may be onto some-

thing. She says, "The people here seem

so genuine, and they live, eat, and

breathe art. That kind of creative energy

is very exciting."*
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Associate editor NOLA McKEY fell in love
with San Angelo's lively, generous spirit. She
recommends a stay at the laid-back Inn at the
Art Center for rest and rejuvenation.

An artist with the camera, J. GRIFFIS SMITH
photographed two other stories in this issue.
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THE SHAW-KEMP OPEN HOUSE

FUN FINDS ALONG THE ROAD Finding Nebo
WHEN modern pressures build, the

thought of returning to a simple life-

style and an idyllic community, like

Laura Ingalls Wilder's Walnut Grove

in Little House on the Prairie, tugs

at the imagination. Folks longing for

a taste of the slower pace of yester-

year find it at the Shaw-Kemp Open

House, held every April (April 15,

2006) at the rolling Parker County

farm of Mary Kemp and her late hus-

band, V. Kemp Jr. In springtime, the

fertile land here, settled in 1854

and known as Nebo Valley, awakens

with wildflowers.

BY LANA ROBINSON

C

$z "

On April 15 this year, Mary Kemp opens her farm to the public and turns back the clock to pioneer days.

BANDERA, TEXAS
COWBOY CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Saddle up and ride to the beautiful Texas Hill Country
Where The Fun Never Sets.

On Open House day, visitors can enjoy

not only the colorful landscape, but also a

flurry of activities replicating pioneer life.

Nine structures here, some original to

the property and others brought in from

elsewhere in Parker County, open for

tours. Local artisans demonstrate home-

stead crafts like tatting, spinning, doll-

making, woodchipping, and lacemaking

while musicians pluck banjos, guitars,

and other stringed instruments. Visitors

roam the grounds, enjoy carriage rides,

eat tasty food, and peruse the family trees

and photo albums of former inhabitants

of this picturesque valley.

My husband, Mel, and I were among

the 3,500 who attended last year's open

house. We arrived midmorning and fell
in behind a caravan of cars that crept

toward Mt. Nebo, an impressive peak

halfway between Granbury and Weather-

ford. A blanket of bluebonnets spread

out in all directions beneath a fluttering

display of Texas' six flags, creating a shut-

terbug heaven. We parked and trekked

down the trail to a clearing at the foot

of Mt. Nebo, where we happily stepped

back in time.

Mary Kemp, the farm's matriarch and

68 TEXAS HIGHWAYS April 2006
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On Open House day, local artisans demonstrate home-

stead crafts while musicians pluck banjos, guitars, and

other stringed instruments.

Neuu valley 4iu hu mid,\ diflC restoieu uuiiamgs hum [lie

last century.

the chief instigator of this popular event,
headed up the welcome wagon. A willing

band of 150 volunteers, many in 19th-

Century apparel, played host throughout

the daylong festivities, as did characters

dressed like the cast of Mayberry R.F.D.

These reenactors were

added to the event in the THE SHAW-KEM
1980s, says Mary, "to HOUSE welcome
help depict the people the third Sat. of A

who might have lived year (Apr. 15, 20

here." We also spotted to 4 p.m. From Te

Minnie Pearl and a cir- 12 miles south o

cuit-riding preacher east on Kemp Rd

milling around in the Admission: the desiAdiso:Free.
crowd. Confederate sol- food (typically, ha
diers performed mili- alcoholic beverage
tary reenactments, the to 2603 S. Main,
Weatherford Cowgirl 817/594-6837.
Chicks equestrian team

displayed their skills, and members of

the Lake Granbury Vintage Car Club
proudly showed off their shiny antique
autos. Dulcimer players performed

throughout the day, and the kids were fas-
cinated by the friendly miniature horses

and Longhorn steers.

With the help of her late husband, V.,
as well as numerous friends and relatives
whose forebears settled the area, Mary

has spent the past quarter-century restor-

ing early dwellings and adding them to
her collection. Fact-filled pamphlets make

self-guided tours easy.

The centerpiece of the collec-

tion is a log cabin built in 1856
by Thomas J. Shaw, a farmer,
stockman, and carpenter. Thomas

and his wife, Louisa Ann, lived

in this double-pen, cedar struc-

ture most of their lives, and they

raised 13 children here. The cou-

ple's portraits hang over the

modest cabin's solid-rock mantel,
which sits above a primitive,
stacked-rock fireplace.

The Shaws kept the original

485-acre homestead in the family

for 121 years. When Mary and V.

purchased a large section of the property
in 1975, the rustic cabin was being used

as a barn. "I told my husband that I want-

ed to fix up that log cabin and get a his-

torical marker," Mary recalls. "One day
in 1980, V. came in and said, 'I have

my barn built now, so

OPEN the cabin is yours.' We
visitors completed the restora-
r. each tion that same year,
3) from 9 a.m. and in 1982, we ded-
is 51 South some icated the historical
Weatherford, turn marker with a big open
and followth house. We had so
ated parking area.
easonablypid much fun that eachaonby priced
burgers) and non- year afterward, we

available. Write hosted an open house

eatherford 76087; on a Sunday afternoon.
In 1995, we decided

to make the Shaw-
Kemp Open House an all-day affair."

Just north of the 1856 cabin stands a

two-story brick and stucco house that

belonged to the Shaw's thirteenth child,
Jordan. The home is unchanged since it
was built in 1918. Another jewel, the
DeBeauford-Kemp House (built in 1909),
lies just down the lane. During the festi-

val, musicians play country and gospel

tunes on its welcoming wraparound

porch. Weatherford College acquired the
dwelling in 1997, and Mary bought and
moved it a few years later. Antique fur-

nishings, assorted collectibles, and hun-

fRRhF N-

TEXAS

A Little Bit Of
Everything Good.

MAIN STREET TRADE DAYS
Last Scturday March & April

PECAN FEST
April 7-8

LADIES' STATE CHILI COOK-OFF
April7-8

"ON AUSTIN"
IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SEGUIN

Scenic wildflowers restful econmodations
and warm hospitality await you
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Mary Kemp and her partner, Leon Tanner, whose
grandfather settled this area in 1854, publish
books on the region's history.

dreds of dolls-Shirley Temple dolls,

Patsy dolls, and Kewpies galore-await

those who venture inside either home.

"I have many dolls from the 1800s,

but I'm partial to

the Kewpies," says Mary Kemp,
Mary. "My mother

gave me a Kewpie fror her late
doll she got as a girl as well as fried
that had a little grass

skirt. The doll was relatives, has
destroyed in a house past quarter-c
fire in 1983, and
while I have never restoring the
been able to find on her land in
the exact one to re-
place it, I've found a hundred or so others

while looking."

Mary transformed a small house into

a replica of the Nebo School, and she

added a church. The building houses a

coal stove from the long-gone train de-

pot at Cresson, a 19th-Century black-

board and a slate board from nearby

schools, and old desks, chairs, and books.

Church benches from the 1800s, a com-

munion stand, a songbook rack, and a

century-old Bible number among the reli-

gious artifacts found here. The huge bell

out front summoned children to class at

the school until the 1920s. During the

open house, children are allowed to ride

on the old merry-go-rounds and seesaws

on the playground.

Although Nebo Valley never had a gro-

cery store or a post office, Mary's collec-

tion does. At the Nebo Valley Grocery

Store & Post Office, you can see four an-

tique combination-lock mailboxes. Wood-

en grocery-store shelves are stocked with

vintage canned goods, coffee grinders,

eggbeaters, potato mashers, and other

utensils. If you're thirsty, fish out a cold

soda from the metal Coca-Cola box out-

side. The building is easy to spot: Just

look for the red gas pump topped with an

antique Humble Oil globe out front.

As she has collected and restored these

buildings, Mary has strived to capture dif-

ferent aspects of pioneer life: The Nebo

Valley Barber Shop and Bath House-for-

merly a railroad line shack-features two

100-year-old chairs, a traditional barber

pole, and other memorabilia. The Nebo

Valley Bank building was once a grocery

store that served customers some eight

miles west. The Jail and Sheriff's Office, a

popular backdrop for family photos,

boasts doors from the

with help old Parker County Jail.
The newest addition to

husband, V., Mary's collection, an

nds and authentic 1890s log
cabin, represents the

spent the office of Doc Tanner,

entury who practiced medi-

cine and dentistry in
structures the area around 1900.
Nebo Valley. A longtime Lubbock

dentist donated the an-

tique dental chair, and Mary found the foot-

operated drill at an auction. (Back then,

Doc Tanner charged $3 to deliver babies

and $1 to pull a tooth.) The newly con-

structed Blacksmith Shop houses antique

tools and farm equipment. And the old

Corn Crib shed, a small wooden granary

where farmers stored corn during the

winter, rounds out the collection.

This annual event, now a quarter-century

old, means a great deal to many people.

"I couldn't do it without these dedi-

cated volunteers, and it's not just the

Shaw and Kemp families," says Mary.

"The people of Parker County have

stepped forward to make our open house

a success. And the people who come are

so wonderful."

LANA ROBINSON of Waco wrote about Clark Gardens

Botanical Park in last month's issue.

IBoerne
The bestofthe Hill Country is just minutes
from San Antonio.

Cibolo Wilderness Trail
Native Plant Sale
April 1
Antique Tractor Show and
Pull
April 15
Cibolo Songs and Stories
April 1, 15, 29 & May 13
Parade of Artists
April 22.23
Art in the Park
May 13
"Destination Boerne -
Weekend Getaway"
Packages
see www.visitboerne.org

1407 S Main St Boerne,
TX 78006
www.visitboerne.orq
888-842-8080
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SPOTGH

-'-Photography
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15)

NANCY ROUENBKR(G
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ting in less light. If you want that field of blue-
bonnets in front of you to be sharp from near
to far, don't shoot with the lens at or near maxi-
mum aperture. Stop it down to at least f/8,
or better yet, f/11 or f/16. This means slowing

t your shutter speed accordingly, and you'll be
glad you heeded tip #1 and mounted your cam-
era on a sturdy tripod. For maximum sharpness.
focus your camera not on the flowers closest, no,
the ones farthest from the lens, but at a mid-
point. This will approximate the hyperfocal dis-
tance for your camera and lens. (Type the phrase
into Google to find a variety of discussions on
the term.)

#7 SHADE YOUR LENS. Be sure your lens
hood is keeping direct light from falling into/
onto your front lens element. You may assist the
hood with your hand or a card, checking in your
viewfinder or on the display to see if your shield's
in the frame or not. Removing this stray light pre-
vents lens flare and/or loss of contrast.

#8 USE A RELEASE to
fire the shutter. Even if you've
done everything correctly up to
now, you must have a smooth
shutter release for optimal
sharpness, especially at lower
shutter speeds. Many pros use
what used to be called a cable
release; for digital cameras it
has become an electronic re-
lease. If you don't have or
want to buy one, use the self-
timer built into the camera to
achieve the same thing. Wait
until any wind-induced flower
movement is minimal, then re-
lease the shutter.

#9 REVIEW THE IMAGE on
your camera's display. Some
cameras have indicators that
will show if highlights were out
of range. If so, decrease your
exposure slightly to accommo-
date them. On average, the
ideal digital capture will be
right on the cusp of losing
highlight detail.

#10 REFRAME and shoot
again. Now that you've made your perfect shot,
find another angle to shoot it from again. In fact,
find several angles. You may find that when
you're reviewing your images, the "perfect" image
you first shot didn't turn out quite as nicely as
the second or third framing. There's a reason
that pros shoot scads of images to get that one
"keeper;' and since all it costs you is room on
your storage card, go for it.

Following these 10 tips should lead you to
more rewarding images, not just of wildflowers,
but of just about any subject you choose to pho-
tograph. Remember, your next best picture is just
down the road, so be prepared to capture it.

-MICHAEL A. MURPHY

Online resources: www.fredmiranda.com, www.
luminous-landscape.com, www.dpreview.com,
www.texashighways.com (click on "Submission
Guidelines" on the top right, then click on
"Digital Imaging" to download a PDF that ex-
plains our digital workflow). www.greenvillechamber.com
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TEXAS

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH's sampling of events
throughout the Lone Star State.

SEND FUTURE EVENT INFORMATION TO: Texas
Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009;
fax: 512/486-5879; email: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us

LISTING DEADLINES: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1;
Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1;

Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1

BECAUSE OF SPACE LIMITATIONS, we can't print every event we receive.
Please note that dates sometimes change after we go to press. You may want to
confirm a particular event by calling the number listed with the festivity or by
contacting the local chamber of commerce or convention and visitors bureau.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY DESTINATION IN TEXAS: Call 800/452-9292
toll-free from anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Central Time. A professional travel counselor at one of the Texas Department
of Transportation's Travel Information Centers will answer your Texas travel

questions, provide routing assistance, send brochures
' (including the official Texas State Travel Guide and map),

and advise you of any emergency road conditions.

FOR A QUARTERLY, MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE OF
events, write for a free copy of the Texas Events Calendar,
Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. For an online listing of

events, go to www.texashighways.com.
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MIDLAND
West Texas Winds
432/563-0921

8-9
ODESSA
CeltFest

432/262-5863

9
ODESSA

West Texas Winds
432/563-0921

19-22
FORT STOCKTON

Big Bend
Open Road Race
432/336-8525

20
EL PASO

University Symphony
915/747-5606

20-23
ODESSA

Desert Reel
Film Festival

432/697-8877

21-22
EL PASO

El Paso Symphony
915/532-EPSO

t Spring Plant Sale and
Gardening Festival
April 8 & 9, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Beauty abounds this Spring! See 280
acres of gardens, natural areas, and trails.
Tours available. Call (512) 292-4200. For
more information about these and other
spring events, go to www.wildflower.org

rn om n

rti[ jcenter

21-23, 28-30
ODESSA

Julius Caesar
432/580-3177

21-May 14
EL PASO

Aida
915/747-6060

27
EL PASO

Oklahoma!
915/544-8444 or
800/714-5331

CLEAR LAKE AREA
Crawfish Festival
281/488-7676

LAKE JACKSON
Brazosport Symphony

979/265-7731

1-2

HOUSTON
Bayou City Cajun Fest

281/890-5500

2
HARLINGEN

South Texas Chorale
956/428-6003

3-5
HOUSTON

Divine Design Houston
713/524-0661

6
ORANGE

The Three Musketeers
409/745-5535 or
800/828-5535

6-9
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC
Guitar Ensemble
956/831-9590

PORTLAND
Windfest

361/643-2475

6-May 7
CORPUS CHRISTI

Buc Days
361/882-3242

7-9
BEAUMONT

Cowboys on the Coast Motor-
cycle Rally

409/951-5400

HOUSTON
Bayou City

Crawfish Festival
832/771-7661

LAKE JACKSON
Migration Celebration

979/265-2505

PORT ARANSAS
Texas SandFest

361/949-9531 or
800/452-6278

8
ALVIN

Crawfest & Shrimp Boil
281/585-6211

WEST COLUMBIA
Pecan Festival
979/345-4656

8-9
HOUSTON

Camera Show
713/868-9606

Japan Festival
713/963-0121

RICHMOND
Runaway Scrape
& Engagement

at Thompson's Ferry
281/343-0218

ROCKPORT
Tour of Homes

361/729-5519

VICTORIA
Homes Tour

361/573-1878

9
HOUSTON

Czech SpringFest
713/349-0500 or
866/293-2443

10-12
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC Two O'Clock
Jazz Band

956/882-7025

10-16
HOUSTON
U. S. Men's

Clay Court Tennis Champi-
onships

713/783-1620

14-15
PORT ARTHUR

Mercado Days Festival
409/983-4006

14-16
BROWNSVILLE

Romeo & Juliet
956/542-8900

GALVESTON
The Will Rogers Follies

409/765-1894

15

CORPUS CHRISTI
Spring Garden Festival

361/852-2100

RICHMOND
A Victorian Easter
281/343-0218

15, 18, 23, 25, 28, 30
HOUSTON

Bizet's Carmen
713/228-6737 or
800/626-7372

17-23
HOUSTON

Shell Houston Open
PGA Tour

Golf Tournament
281/454-7000

19-23
WEST COLUMBIA

San Jacinto Festival
& Shrimp Boil
979/345-3921

20-22
VICTORIA

Jazz It Up! Festival
361/574-5808

21-22
DEER PARK

Totally Texas Festival
281/478-2050
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Baylor University hosts the Big 12 Min's &
Women s Tennis Championships, April 27-30.

21-23
HARLINGEN

Riofest
956/425-2705

MAURICEVILLE
Crawfish Festival
409/745-1202

21-30
HOUSTON

Houston International
Film Festival

713/965-9955

21-23, 28-30
SPRING

Texas
Crawfish & Music Festival

281/288-2355

22
ALVIN

Garden Tour
281/393-1538

BAY CITY
Artisans in Nature Jubilee

979/245-3336
BEAUMONT

Neches River Festival Parade
409/835-2443

BROWNSVILLE
Symphony in the Park

& All That Jazz
956/542-8080

FREEPORT
Riverfest & Flapjack Run

979/233-0651

HARLINGEN
Rio Grande Valley Jazz Festival

956/427-3687

LA PORTE
San Jacinto Day Festival

281/479-2431

22-23
HOUSTON

BP MS 150 Bike Tour
800/344-4867

VIDOR
Texas Barbecue Festival

409/769-6339

22-23, 29-30
HOUSTON

Houston International Festival
713/654-8808

WHARTON
Hidden garden Tour
979/532-1862

23
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC Master Chorale
956/8E 2-7025

24-29
WI- ARTON

Wharton County
Youth Fai- & Exposition

978/532-1862

26
BROWNSVILLE

UTB/TSC Orchestra
956/882-7025

26-30
HOL STON

The Grand Wine & Food Affair
713/747-9463

29
ALVIN

Garden Club Flower Show
281/ 331-5679

BISHOP
Olde Tvme Faire
361,' 84-2214

LA DORTE
Hard Hat Tour

Aboard :he USS TEXAS
281'L79-2431

30
BEAUMONT

Lamar University
Spindletop Film Festival

409/880-7222

COMFORT
Arts & Crafts Festival

830/995-3131

FREDERICKSBURG
Historic Rural Schools

Open House
830/456-8344

LAM PASAS
Blooming' Fest

512/556-5172

ROUND ROCK
Daffodil Days Festival

512/218-5499

1-2
AUSTIN

Spamarama
512/834-1827

The Austin Fine Arts
Festival

512/458-6073

ELDORADO
Elgoatarod

325/226-2890

WIMBERLEY
Community Chorus

512/847-7084

1-2, 8-9
BUCHANAN DAM
Bluebonnet Trail

Art & Craft
512/793-2858

MARBLE FALLS
Arts & Crafts Show

830/693-7324

1-May 31
MASON

Mason County
Wildflower Drives
325/347-5758

2
AUSTIN

Austin Chamber Ensemble
512/342-2785

Capitol 10,000
512/472-3254

3-23
FREDERICKSBURG

Wildseed Farms
Wildflower Celebration

830/990-8080

5-8
AUSTIN

Texas Relays
800/687-8379

6-9
AUSTIN

Texas Hill Country
Wine & Food

Festival
512/542-WINE

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Founders Day Festival

512/858-4725

7-9
BURNET

Bluebonnet Festival
512/756-4297

8-9
AUSTIN
Joe Ely

512/475-6515

Plant & Gardening Festival
512/292-4200

11
AUSTIN

Elvis Costello
with the

Austin Symphony Orchestra
512/477-6060

12
AUSTIN

Ladysmith Black Mambazo |
866/443-8849

14-15
KERRVILLE

Easter Fest on the River/
Chili & Barbecue
Cookoff Classic
830/792-8094

21-23
BANDERA

Spring Fling
830/796-4849

FREDERICKSBURG
Herb Festival

830/997-8615

21-23, 28-30
FREDERICKSBURG

Wine & Wildflowers Trail
866/621-9463

JOHNSON CITY
Wine & Wildflowers Trail

830/868-2321

22
WIMBERLEY

Cypress Creek Crawfish Boil
512/847-2515

EmilyAnn Theatre
Butterfly Release
512/847-6969

22-23
NEW BRAUNFELS

Fol kfest
830/629-6504

23
AUSTIN

A. Mozart Fest presents
Pianist William Doppmann

866/468-7621

WIMBERLEY
Pie Social

512/295-2774

25-30
CONCAN

Nature Quest
800/210-0380

27
KERRVILLE

Symphony of the Hills
830/792-7469

27-29
KERRVILLE

Senior Games
830/896-4263

29
AUSTIN

Classical Guitarist
Jorge Caballero
512/300-ACGS

Eeyore's Birthday Party
512/448-5160

CANYON LAKE
Barbecue Cookoff
830/964-2223

KYLE
Kite Fest

512/268-5341

NEW BRAUNFELS
Wein & Saengerfest

830/608-2100

STONEWALL
Ranching Heritage Day
830/868-7128-8244

29-30
GEORGETOWN

Red Poppy Festival
800/436-8698

fish

kayak
surf
shop
bird
dine
playfjf

stay

F' MUSTANG. IS LLANa

LONGV]EW

/-9~L-

Longview Convention

and Visitors Bureau

903-753-3281
410 N. Center Street

Longview, Texas 75601
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29-May 1
LAGO VISTA

Balcones Songbird Festival
512/339-9432

30
KERRVILLE

Hill Country Chorale
830/792-7262

'1
AMARII 10
La Traviata

806/372-7464

SWEETWATER
Lisa Loeb

325/235-1418

2
ABILENE

The Wizard of Oz
325/677-1161

8
ABILENE

Founders Day Festival
325/076-3775

BIG SPRING
Master the Mountain

Fun Walk/Run
432/263-4931

LUBBOCK
Apple Blossom Celebration

at the Orchard
806/781-1753

14-15
SWEETWATER

AJRA Easter Rodeo
325/235-3484

21-22
WICHITA FALLS

Red River Wine Festival
940/766-0886

2 1-23
BUFFALO GAP

Wine & Food Summit
800/367-1721

LUBBOCK
Lubbock Arts Festival

806/744-2787

MINERAL WELLS
Ranch Rodeo &

Cowboy Gathering
940/325-2557

SAN ANGELO
Mesquite Art Festival

866/839-33(8

Texas Wine & Food Festival
325/653-6793

21-24
SAN ANGELO

National Ceramic Competition
325/653-3333

21-22, 28-29
POST

M*A*S*H
806/495-4005

22
ABILENE

Philharmonic Pops Concert
325/677-6710

ANSON
Mesquite Daze

325/823-3259

TUSCOLA
Spring Festival

325/572-3204

22-23
CISCO

Folklife Festival
254/442-2537

Glob
1 i, the Amarillo Opera presents La Traviala ii-pressive, r

e-News Center for the Performing Arts.

27 1 14-15 I 28-30
ABILENE

The Will Rogers Follies
877/858-0300

28
LUBBOCK

Party on the Prairio
806/239-5796

28-29
BUFFALO GAP

Old Settlers Reunion
325/572-5733

29-30
COLORADO CITY

Ranch Rodeo
325/728-3403

1
THE WOODLANDS

Festival on the Green
281/363-2447

WOODVILLE
(began Mar 18)

Tyler County
Dogwood Festival
409/283-2632

8
HUNTSVILLE
Herb Festival

936/436-1017

LONGVIEW
Longview

Symphony Orchestra
903/236-9739

LUFKIN
Downtown Hoedown

936/633-0205
RUSK

Texas State Railroad
Murder Mystery

903/391-0086 or
800/442-8951

8-30
NACOGDOCHES

SFASU's
Texas National Art

Competition
936/468-1131

12-15
DAISETTA

Mayhaw Festival
936/536-6695

KIRBYVILLE
Magnolia Festival
409/423-5827

15
CONROE

Sounds of Texas Music Series
936/441-7469

15-16
LIVINGSTON

Spring Outdoor Expo
936/327-3656

16

LIBERTY
Ames Easter Rodeo

936/336-6702

2 1-22
LONGVIEW

PRCA Rodeo
903/399-8482

21-23
DAYTON

Ole Tyme Days
936/258-2642

HIINTSVII I F
General Sam Houston

Folk Festival
936/294-1832

22
GLADEWATER

East Texas Gusher Days
903/845-5501 or
800/627-0315

LONGVIEW
Harvest Festival Crawfish Boil

903/236-8428
MOUNT PLEASANT

Ride with the Eagles
Bicycle Rally

903/434-8310

22-23
KILGORE

Celtic Heritage Festival
903/759-9017

26-29
LUFKIN
Rodeo

936/637-3976

27-29
HUGHES SPRINGS

Wildflower Trails of Texas
903/639-7519

LINDEN
Wildflower Trails Festival

903/796-3003
MONTGOMERY

Silver Star Festival of the Arts
936/443-8121

TEXARKANA
Jump, Jive & Jamfest

903/792-4992

29
WINNSBORO
Spring Trails

903/342-3666

30
WINNSBORO

Spring Trail Ride
903/342-3666

ELGIN
Fireman's Barbecue Cookoff

512/281-4025
FORT WORTH
Willie Nelson

817/624-7117

GONZALES
Cowboy Storytelling Festival

830/672-6532
HICO

Billy the Kid Day
& Classic Car Show

800/361-HICO
YORKTOWN

Fiesta en la Calle/
Festival of Culture
361/564-2661

1-2
BRENHAM

Pleasant Hill Winery
Anniversary

979/830-VINE or
888/273-6426

COLLEGE STATION
The Three Musketeers

979/845-1234 or
888/890-5667

ROUND TOP
Winedale Spring Festival &

Texas Crafts Exhibition
979/278-3530
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tO hether your interest
is history, or a deep love for
nature, Port Arthur, Texas 1
the natural place to be!
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CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

3401 Cultural Center Drive - Port Arthur, Texas 77642
(409) 985-7822 * 1-800-235-7822
http://www.portartiurtexas.coin



1-8
BURTON

La Bahia Antique Show
979/289-2684 or
888/273-6426

SHERMAN
Texoma Stock Show & Rodeo

903/813-4204

Western Heritage Week
& Festival

903/957-0310

1-30
CUERO

Wildflower Month
361/275-9942

ENNIS
Official Texas Bluebonnet Trails

972/878-4748

YOAKUM
Wildflower Trail
361/293-2309

1-Jun 4
DALLAS

Pinocchio
214/369-4849

4-8
ROUND TOP

Marburger Farm Antique Show
/ 800/947-5799

5-8
SHELBY

Antique Show
979/830-5070

5-9
DALLAS

Meadows Dance Ensemble
214/768-2787

6-8
ROUND TOP

Spring Antiques Fair
512/237-4747

7-8
DE LEON

Barbecue Cookoff
254/893-2083

GRAPEVINE
New Vintage Wine Trail

817/410-3185

7-9
TEMPLE

Bloomin'Temple Festival
254/778-8800

8
DENTON

Redbud Festival & Romp
940/349-8737

ROUND TOP
Eusia String Quartet
979/249-3129

SHERMAN
Preservation League

Tour of Homes
903/893-4067

SULPHUR SPRINGS
Ranch Rodeo

903/439-3075

8-9
CHAPPELL HILL

Bluebonnet Festival of Texas
979/836-6033 or
888/273-6426

EAGLE LAKE
Attwater's Prairie Chicken

Festival
979/234-3021

8-May 29
WAXAHACHIE

Scarborough Renaissance
Festival

972/938-3247 or
888/533-7882

15
GAINESVILLE

Spring Fling in the Park
940/668-4530

LA GRANGE
Easter Egg Hunt &

Spring Farm Festival
979/249-3406

20-22
DALLAS

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
214/692-0203

20-23
FORT WORTH

Main St. Fort Worth
Arts Festival

817/336-2787

20-27
DALLAS

USA Film Festival
214/821-FILM

21-22
COMMERCE

Cowhill Chili Fest/
Barbecue Cookoff
903/886-1126

21-23
B URTON

Cotton Gin Festival
979/289-5255

CLEBURNE
Antique Alley

817/866-3987

Springfest
817/645-2722

DENISON
Texoma Lakefest Regatta

903/465-1551

ENNIS
Bluebonnet Trail Festival

972/878-4748

GRANDVIEW
Antique Alley

817/866-3987

HALLETTSVILLE
State Championship

Fiddlers Frolics
361/798-2662

TERRELL
Heritage Jubilee
972/563-5703

WACO
Viking Fest

254/749-3014

22
BRYAN

Wine & Roses Festival
979/778-9463

ENNIS
Ennis Heritage Homes Tour/

Bluebonnet Trail Festival
972/878-4748

FARMERS BRANCH
Texas History Alive
972/406-0184

GRANBURY
Springfest

817/573-5533

26-29
STEPHENVILLE
Larry Joe Taylor

Texas Music Festival
& Chili Cookoff

254/968-8505

27-29
ATHENS

PRCA Rodeo
903/675-5181

FORT WORTH
TCU

Latin American Music Festival
817/257-7143

27-30
WACO

Big 12 Men's & Women's Ten-
nis Championships
254/710-1000 or

800/229-5678

28-30
CHAPPELL HILL

Bird Fest
979/337-9910

DENTON
Denton

Arts & Jazz Festival
940/565-0931

MUENSTER
Germanfest

800/942-8037

29
BASTROP
Yesterfest

512/303-2010

CHANDLER
Blue Moon Gardens
Spring Open House

903/852-3897

CORSICANA
Derrick Days

903/874-4731

29-30
DALLAS

Hollywood
Historic Homes Tour
214/328-1851

GONZALES
Tour of Historic Homes

830/672-6532

30
INDUSTRY

175th Anniversary Celebration
979/357-2190

THREE RIVERS
Salsa Festival
361/786-4330

WESLACO
Texas Rio Grande Valley

Onion Festival
956/968-2102

7-9
POTEET

Strawberry Festival
830/742-8144

21-30
SAN ANTONIO

Fiesta San Antonio
210/227-5191

22-23
SAN ANTONIO

Southwest School of Art & Craft
Fiesta Arts Fair
210/224-1848

25-28
SAN ANTONIO

A Night in Old San Antonio
210/226-5188

25-30
SAN ANTONIO

Mariachi Festival
210/227-4262

26-28
SAN ANTONIO

Fiesta Gartenfest
210/222-1521

29
SAN ANTONIO

King William Fair
210/271-3247

EVERYONE'S INVITED
TO DO THEIR OWN THING

BEAUMONT
WEEKEND GETAWAYS
The Cajuns call it lagniappe, but you'

call it fun! Choose Beaumont for a quick
and easy weekend getaway and enjoy:

Live Music and dancing at the Crockett
Street Entertainment District

fascinating museums & attractions
Delicious cajun, BBQ & deep south cuisine

* Rich nature, history & culture

Upcoming Must-See Events
4/6-15 Golden Triangle Fair

4/13-15 Last Days of Christ Outdoor Passion Drama
4/20-24 Lamar Theatre: Vieux Carre
4/23 Spindletop Museum IKite Day

4/29 1 ,arrv Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers
5/5 Sy-mphony of SE ;TX: Beatles Tribute Concert

.- ,

42-~

There are mar y things to do at

Igo

at
The Victorian Resort
& Conference Center

Exploring Galveston Island is just one of them!

Free Hot Breakfast

Spacious Condos
Two Heated Pools

Tennis Court/Fitness Center

800-231-6363
www.VictorianCondo.com
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Escape TO...

Port Lavaca
(continued from page 18)

light into bursts of tiny rainbows. "It real-

ly is a work of art," says museum director

George Anne Cormier. The lens, retired

from duty in 1977, is now on loan to the

museum from the U.S. Coast Guard.

The great outdoors here is as appeal-

ing as Port Lavaca's indoor attractions.

Get your bearings at the Half-Moon Reef

Lighthouse near the Lavaca Bay Cause-

way. It was moved here from its original
site in Matagorda Bay (and at some point
will host a series of photographs from the

Calhoun County Museum). From there,
cross the street to Lighthouse Beach, a

sandy playground on the bay where you

can fish from the lighted pier, swim by the
man-made sand beach, and camp right

on the water. Lighthouse Beach is also
home to the Formosa Wetlands Walkway

and Alcoa Bird Tower, where you can

stroll an elevated path or relax under the

gazebo while looking for herons, spoon- 4

bills, and other resident coastal birds.

Come sundown, head for the tropics- 
Tropics Waterfront Bar and Grill, that is.
Owned and operated by Mark and The
(pronounced "tay") Nasternak, Tropics

serves up fresh local seafood and, thanks

to The's Vietnamese roots, delicious egg
rolls from a family recipe and honey-

braised shrimp over rice noodles or rice.
You can dine inside or on the wide cov-

ered deck overlooking the bay. Watch a

pelican skim the surface and an occasion-

al fish do a belly-flop out of the water,
and you'll surrender-as we have-to the

lure of this authentic Texas coastal town.

ANGELA FOX and her husband, VIRGIL, whose images
grace this story, are teaming up again for our October
'06 story on the East Texas portion of El Camino Real.

Vil Aerica Ameia Moden. 1900-1950isorganiedby the Orange
County Museum, of Art from, the collection of Cutis Gallerie, Inc., founder

Vril America is made possible by Vtotte and Gibert E LeVasse, ,tTwyla
R. antd Chbes D. Mti, antd Jean, and Tim, Weiss Major sutpport provitd
by Rossand PhylisEcalette Th EttletteFamtilyfund, Barbara and Victor
Klein, Jime aed Pa Muzitty. and Chte's~ Addtona coeeibut provided

Exhibition Additia sponsorshitp is provided by Staley aed Bartbara
Spige.
Tbhe Viat Americ, exhibition ctalogue is tedertwltten by Curtis Galilerie,
ltcefouner Myron Kunin
Vdiledme,,cttis trademark o uttist Gatlleries, Inc.
Imagte. Walt Kuhntt, Angneftnte, 1924; oil on canva, 33 z 22 In., Ftrom the
collectiont tt Cutisl alterie, Inc., tfounder Myron~ Kumnel

COUNTY C EXPO / GIN CO DE MAYO
iAs-7, 20 0 6~

325-387-2880
111'l.S()1w m(tV ('1(11m w 1111m
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EVENTS

Following is a sampling of Port Lavaca's
annual events. (The area code is 361.)

Market Days, sponsored by American Legion
Post 167, is an outdoor bazaar offering original
art, crafts, produce, plants, food, furniture, and
more. First Sat. of each month, Apr-Dec (Apr. 1,
2006). Hours:
9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Near the intersec-
tion of Texas 35
and US 87. Call
552-0917.

Port Lavaca Main
Street Theatre
(right), 315 E. Main,
552-4082; www.
plmainstreet.org.
The community-
theater group offers 5 full-length productions
annually, including children's shows and holiday
plays in a restored 1930s movie palace adorned
with colorful outdoor murals. Neil Simon's
I Ought to Be in Pictures runs Apr. 21-23 and
28-30, 2006.

Crab Fest, a celebration of the tasty crusta-
ceans so plentiful in the area, features arts and
craft vendors, food (including "Texas' Biggest
Crab Boil"), games and activities for all ages,
and national, regional, and local entertainment.
Held annually on Labor Day weekend on the
Bay Front Peninsula near the intersection of
Main and Broadway. Call 552-2959 or 800/
556-7678; www.portlavacainfo.com.
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SHEESE IUSA

- i- -+r

Wofd*kwn

THE LANDSCAPE at Brazos Bend State Park reflects in droplets of morning dew

threaded together by a spider web. U To order a print of this photograph, see page 1.
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