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50th Anniversary

of the
Korean War



KOREAN WAR HISTORY IN BRIEF

On June 25, 1950, the North Korea Army - organized, equipped
and abetted by the Soviet Union lunged across the 38th Parallel
to subdue its countrymen to the south. This flagrant action
impelled President Harry Truman to commit U.S. armed forces -
unprepared as they were - to the defense of South Korea. The
United Nations Security Council simultaneously called upon
member states to do likewise. Twenty other nations would heed
the call, 15 sending combat troops, five providing medical support.
For the first time in its history, the UN authorized establishment
of a multinational force, flying the UN banner, to repel
communist aggression, and requested the United States to
provide a commander for the force. General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur was appointed Commander-in-Chief, United Nations
Command.

The North Korean offensive drove the defenders to the southeast
corner of the peninsula. There, the Pusan perimeter was
established and, reinforced by U.S. armed forces divisions, held in
bitter battle after bitter battle. The stout defense made possible a
brilliantly conceived amphibious landing at Inchon, which
enveloped the over-extended North Korean Army and recaptured
the capital city of Seoul. UN forces advanced north to compel
capitulation of the aggressor and set the stage for the long
delayed reunification of the Korean people. Sadly, these laudable
aims would be denied.

Massive intervention by the Chinese Communist Forces in
November 1950 profoundly altered the nature of the war.
Savaged by vastly superior numbers and ill-equipped for combat
in sub-zero weather, UN forces retreated to a line well south of
Seoul, regrouped and, by March 1951, had fought back to the 38th
Parallel. In April and May, Chinese launched successive major
offenses to drive UN forces from the peninsula. The offensive was
repelled at staggering cost to the Chinese.

With the battle line again astride the pre-invasion boundary,
proof that aggression had failed, negotiations were initiated to
terminate armed hostilities. Opposing forces remained locked in
combat, at great loss of lives, for the next two years while the
Military Armistice Agreement, effective July 27, 1953, was forged.
President Eisenhower declared, "We have won an armistice on a
single battleground, not peace in the world," capturing the sense
that the Korean War was the beginning of a longer Cold War. In
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the absence of a political settlement, the agreement still regulates
the de facto boundary between two Koreas.

The war's consequences extended well beyond Korea and were
measured by dramatic changes to the shape of post-World War II
national security policy:

America would not be caught "off-guard" again and would
maintain multiservice forces of requisite power to deter Soviet
aggression at all levels.

NATO political and military components were strengthened
greatly, making it the principal instrument for maintaining the
security and confidence of Western Europe.

Collective security arrangements were forged by bilateral and
multilateral treaties with the free nations of Asia. Buttressed by
substantial U.S. presence and aid, the treaties ensured the
stability and forward progress of the entire Pacific Rim.

The resultant strategic posture, coupled with national resolve,
contained the Soviet empire for decades and planted the seeds of
its demise.

When the guns fell silent over the war-torn Korean peninsula, the
final tally evidenced cost beyond measure in life, limb and
material treasure. Many questioned the value of U.S.
involvement. The best answer came some four decades later in
South Korea in 1992, when an independent, economically
prosperous nation of 44 million stood free to host the "greatest
ever" Olympiad. And later, another answer would come with the
dismantling of the Soviet Union and its plan for world-wide
communism - proof that the three-year war was truly a portent of
greater victories to come for Korea and the world.

KOREAN WAR VETERANS - THEN & NOW

Dates Defining the
Korean War and Era

+ Korean War (actual hostilities): June 27, 1950 to July 27, 1953
+ Official Korean War Era: June 27, 1950 to Jan. 31, 1955 (The

extended period was designated by Congress to define a period
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of eligibility to include a period of uneasy peace negotiations
following hostilities.)

Korean War/Era
Veterans - Then

+ 6.8 million served on active-duty during the Korean War Era,
making them veterans of the war, the war era, or both. 997,000
also served during WWII; 347,000 during the Vietnam War;
and 291,000 during all three wars.

+ 1.8 million served in theater during the three-year period of
hostilities.

+ 4 million served elsewhere in the world during the period of
hostilities.

+ 36,940 died in theater during the era - 33,665 from battle
wounds and 3,275 from causes unrelated to battle. Of the
33,665 battle dead, 23,898 were determined Killed in Action;
2,536 died from battle wounds; 4,793 died while Missing in
Action; and 2,438 died while prisoners of war.

+ 17,320 U.S. military servicemembers died elsewhere in the
world during the Korean War Era.

+ More than 92,100 U.S. military servicemembers were wounded
in theater, some multiple times, accounting for more than
103,200 incidents in which U.S. personnel were wounded.

+ 8,176 are listed as Missing in Action (bodies not recovered).
This number is subject to change as remains are identified.

+ 7,140 were POWs, of whom 4,418 returned; 2,701 died in
captivity; and 21 refused repatriation.

+ 131 have been recipients of the Medal of Honor.

Korean War/Era
Veterans - Now

In mid-calendar year 2000:
+ There are approximately 3.9 million Korean War Era veterans

in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, down about 21 percent from the
nearly five million living in 1990. Korean War Era veterans
make up nearly 16 percent of the 24.4 million total living
veterans. Approximately 86,000 are women. Some 848,000 also
served in other wartime periods.

+ The median age of Korean War Era veterans is 69, with
336,500 under age 65, 3.25 million age 65 to 74, and 363,600
age 75 or older. The five states with the most Korean War Era
veterans are California (431,000); Florida (294,000); Texas
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(243,000); New York (220,000); and Pennsylvania (201,000).
The numbers reflect the geographic distribution of the overall
general veteran population.

According to the March 1999 Current Population Survey:
+ The median personal income of male Korean War Era veterans

in calendar year 1998 was $24,000, compared to $17,900 for
male non-veterans age 65 to 74. Their respective median family
incomes were $38,000 and $31,100. About 36 percent of male
Korean War Era veterans had a family income below $30,000,
while 35 percent had a family income in excess of $50,000. The
respective percentages for non-veteran males age 65 to 74 were
48 percent under $30,000 and 29 percent with $50,000 or more.

+ About 18 percent of Korean War Era veterans had less than a
high school education, while nearly half had at least some
college. For male nonveterans 65 to 74, the comparable
percentages were 33 and 37 percent, respectively. Nearly 30
percent of male Korean War Era veterans had jobs, but the
remainder were no longer in the labor force. Among male
nonveterans age 65 to 74, 20 percent had jobs and 80 percent
were no longer in the work force.

Between July 1999 and June 2000:
+ An estimated 117,600 Korean War Era veterans died. Their

number is projected to decrease by nearly half from the 1990
Census count of 4.9 million to 2.5 million in 2010.

Korean War/Era
Veterans & Health Care

According to VA's Patient Treatment File and the
Outpatient Census for FY 99:
+ Of all unique inpatients discharged from VA medical centers,

58,400, or 16 percent, were Korean War Era veterans.
+ Of all VA hospital inpatient discharges, 95,000 were Korean

War Era veterans. (Note: a unique patient may have more than
one discharge from hospital during the fiscal year.)

+ Of all unique patients treated in outpatient clinics, 466,700, or
15 percent, were Korean War Era veterans.

+ There were about 35 million visits to VA outpatient facilities in
FY 1999. Of these, 5.1 million, or 15 percent, were by Korean
War Era veterans.

According to the March 1999 Current Population Survey:
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+ Nearly 75 percent of Korean War Era veterans had some kind
of private health insurance coverage, only 3 percent had no
health insurance and 22 percent had Medicare or Medicaid
only.

+ Three-fourths of Korean War Era veterans described their
health as "good," "very good," or "excellent," compared to 66
percent of male non-veterans age 65 to 74. Only 9 percent of
Korean War Era veterans described their health as "poor,"
compared to 11 percent of their non-veteran counterparts.

Korean War/Era
Veterans & VA Benefits

+. Of 2.3 million veterans receiving service-connected
compensation at the end of March 2000, 172,600 were Korean
War Era veterans.

+ Of the 370,200 veterans receiving nonservice-connected
pensions at the end of March 2000, 86,300 were Korean War
Era veterans.

+ Of the nearly 605,900 dependents of veterans receiving
survivors' benefits at the end of March 2000, 71,000 were

survivors of Korean War Era veterans. More than 90 percent of
the 71,000 were surviving spouses.

By the end of FY 1999, a cumulative total of:
+ About 2.4 million Korean War Era veterans received education

and training under the Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act
of 1952 - the Korean Conflict GI Bill. Of these, 1,213,000
received training in institutions of higher learning; 860,000
were trained in other schools; 223,000 received on-the-job
training; and 95,000 received institutional on-farm training.

+ More than 1.8 million Korean War Era veterans have used VA's
Home Loan program to purchase homes, for which VA
guaranteed more than $32 billion in mortgage loans.

+ Nearly 79,000 disabled Korean War veterans have received
vocational rehabilitation training through VA, which helped
them find new jobs because their disabilities prevented them
from resuming their former jobs.

+ More than 803,000 Veterans Special Life Insurance (VSLI)
policies for Korean War Era veterans with a "face value" (death
benefit) of $7.4 billion. Currently there are some 234,000 VSLI
policies in-force with a face value of $2.7 billion. VA paid $184
million to VSLI beneficiaries in 1999.
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+ 9,800 Korean War veterans were interred in VA national
cemeteries, representing 18 percent of all VA interments of
veterans in FY 1999.

+ In FY 1999, VA provided more than 60,000 headstones or
markers for the graves of Korean War Era veterans not in
cemeteries managed by VA.

Korean War
Veteran Information

Additional information about Korean War veterans is
available through the following groups and Internet sites:
+ The Korean War Veterans Association. National headquarters:

6632 Kirkley Avenue, McLean, VA 22101-5510. Telephone:
(703) 893-6313. Internet web site: http://www.kwva.com.

+ The Chosen Few. National headquarters: 2036 Sutan Circle,
Chulvata, FL 32766. Telephone: (407) 366-0143.

+ The Association of Ex-P.O.W. of the Korean War, Inc. National
headquarters: 253 Diane Street, Porage, IN 46368. Telephone:
(219) 762-2405.

+ There are more than 40,000 Internet web sites related to the
Korean War and its veterans. Any search word engine can
locate site addresses. The official web site of The Korean War
Commemorative Community Program is http://korea50.army.mil
(e-mail: korea50@hdqa.army.mil). The program has developed
a booklet, "Cobblestone", to teach school children
about the war. The web site for the booklet is
http://www.cobblestone.com.

+ Related web sites include:
http://www.kwp.org

(Korean War Project);
- http://www.nps.kwvm/index2.htm

(Korean War Veterans Memorial Home Page);
- http://www.whitetanks.com/koreanwar.html

(Korean War Anniversary);
- http://www.theforgottenvictory.org

(Korean War Veterans National Museum & Library);
http://www.members.aol.com/veterans/warlib6k.htm
(Provides links to Korean War related web sites).

VA & KOREAN WAR VETERANS - A
PARTNERSHIP REACHES 50
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When the Korean War began in June of 1950, the Veterans
Administration (VA), as it was known then, was undergoing
sweeping changes to improve the delivery of health care and
benefits for a civilian veteran population of 19.1 million, 15.2
million of whom served in World War II. Five years later, the
return of some 6.8 million Korean War Era military
servicemembers dramatically added to expanding VA workloads.

The overall veteran population increased from 19.1 million in
1950 to 22.4 million in 1956, the first full fiscal year after the end
of the Korean War Era in January 1955. In fiscal year 1956, 4.7
million, average age 28, were of the Korean War Era. Of them,
860,000 also served in World War II. More than 86,000 of the
Korean War veterans in 1956 were women. (Actual hostilities of
the Korean War began June 27, 1950, and ended July 27, 1953.
Congress extended the period to Jan. 31, 1955, to define a period
of benefit eligibility in the wake of uneasy peace negotiations
following the hostilities.)

The number of VA hospitals increased from 97 to 173 between
1942 and 1956. The daily patient load in VA hospitals increased
from 96,305 in FY 1951 to 110,200 in FY 1956.

Veterans receiving VA compensation or pension for their
disabilities increased from 2.4 million in FY 1951 to 2.7 million in
FY 1956 primarily due to 184,000 Korean War Era veterans being
added to the rolls. The number of veterans' survivors eligible for
VA death compensation or pensions increased by 54,000 to 1.2
million during the same period, largely due to the addition of
21,600 survivors of Korean War era veterans to the rolls.

Also during FY 1956, VA administered education and training
assistance to 469,000 veterans for the first time, all but 14,000 of
who were Korean War era veterans. Fortunately for VA planners,
participation in the original GI Bill, in which eight million World
War II veterans participated, was tapering off as the Korean War
period closed.

War's End Heightened VA Growing Pains
During the years just prior to, during and after the Korean War,
VA-administered life insurance programs were liberalized,
disability compensation and pension programs were expanded,
and rates were boosted to counter post-war inflation.
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In the early months of the Korean War, it became apparent that
federal benefits available to veterans were substantially less than
those available to their World War II counterparts. This was
because the United States was officially at peace. Korea was
officially a "police action," not a declared war.

The 6.8 million veterans of the Korea War Era were all
potentially eligible for VA health care and/or benefits. Almost
37,000 died in the Korean theater and another 17,320 U.S.
servicemembers died elsewhere in the world during the period,
making their survivors eligible for some benefits. More than
92,000 were wounded in theater, making them eligible for VA
health care, service-connected compensation and vocational
rehabilitation for disabling injuries. Of 7,140 prisoners of war,
4,418 returned, eligible for a full range of VA benefits and health
care.

Drawing on its post-World War II experience, the federal
government began preparing early in the Korean War for the task
of assisting another large, post-war increase in the civilian
veteran population. Congress began this process in December
1950 with passage of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1950 to
help Korean War veterans achieve gainful employment after
losing their pre-war jobs due to disabilities caused by war.

In 1952, Congress passed the Veterans' Readjustment Assistance
Act of 1952, called the Korean Conflict GI Bill, to provide needed
benefits to returning Korean War veterans much the same way
the original GI Bill helped World War II veterans.

The Korean Conflict (G.I. Bill - Public Law 550 -- provided
unemployment insurance, job placement, home loans and
mustering-out benefits similar to those offered World War II
veterans. The Korean Conflict GI Bill, however, had reduced
financial benefits generally and imposed new restrictions.

In contrast to the 48 months of education benefits allowed by the
1944 law, the Korean Conflict GI Bill permitted a maximum of 36
months. The Korean Conflict GI Bill also did not provide tuition
payments to the colleges. Instead, veterans were paid subsistence
checks, which also had to cover other college expenses.

Unemployment compensation under the Korean Conflict GI Bill
was made a state function. It was federally funded for World War
II veterans. These changes meant that transition benefits for
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Korean War Era veterans did not generally cover costs of their
post-service education.

To meet the growing Korean War Era workload, VA was
reorganized into three services: medical care, financial assistance
to veterans and insurance. VA established three branches in 1953
to provide these services: the Department of Medicine and
Surgery, the Department of Veterans Benefits and the
Department of Insurance. These offices and their respective
services would evolve into today's Veterans Health
Administration and Veterans Benefits Administration --
established when the Veterans Administration became the
Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989.

Other VA health care changes during these years included
establishment of the first outpatient treatment programs for
veterans with nonservice-related disabilities; creation of residence
and teaching fellowships in VA hospitals; establishment of policy
to locate VA hospitals adjacent to, and affiliated with, leading
medical schools; civil service rule changes that helped VA attract

medical professionals in larger numbers; and the initiation of a
hospital-based research program to support quality of care.

VA Programs Have Served
Millions of Korean War Veterans
VA research has brought about tremendous advances in medicine,
much of it particular to the Korean War experience. For example,
VA research has in the past 50 years helped all but eradicate
tuberculosis, improve artificial limbs for amputees, led to vast

improvement in tissue regeneration, established trend-setting

care and treatment of spinal-cord injuries and of mentally
disabling conditions like post-traumatic stress disorder and
schizophrenia, and helped develop the pacemaker and the CT
scan.

VA research of the effects of aging has helped lead to
new protocols for diagnosing and service-connecting injuries
related to cold weather, like those suffered by many Korean
War veterans in brutal battles sustained in sub-freezing
temperatures.

Some 2.4 million Korean War Era veterans received education
and training under the Korean Conflict GI Bill - 1.2 million from
institutions of higher learning; 860,000 from other schools;
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223,000 from on-the-job training; and 95,000 from institutional
on-farm training.

More than 1.8 million Korean War Era veterans have used VA's
Home Loan program to purchase homes, for which VA guaranteed
more than $32 billion in home mortgage loans. Nearly 79,000
disabled Korean War veterans received vocational rehabilitation
training through VA, which helped them obtain gainful
employment after because their disabilities prevented them from
resuming their former jobs. Total cost of the Korean Conflict GI
Bill was $4.5 billion.

VA issued more than 803,000 Veterans Special Life Insurance
(VSLI) policies for Korean War Era veterans with a face value
(death benefit) of $7.4 billion. Some 234,000 of those policies, with
a face value of $2.7 billion, remain in-force. VA paid $184 million
to beneficiaries of the VSLI polices in 1999.

Also in 1999, more than 468,000 Korean War Era veterans
received some type of VA health care; more than 58,000 Korean
War Era veterans were hospitalized some 95,000 times in VA
medical centers; and some 467,000 visited VA outpatient clinics
more than five million times.

In March 2000, more than 172,000 veterans received
compensation from VA for disabilities connected to their Korean
War Era service. Also, more than 86,000 veterans of the period
below base income levels received VA pensions for
nonservice-related disabilities. More than 71,000 family members
of deceased Korean War Era veterans received VA survivor
benefits.

With approximately 3.9 million Korean War Era veterans - more
than 90 percent over age 65 -- living in the U.S. and Puerto Rico,
VA is committed to delivering to them a full range of health care
and benefits they earned through their service.
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Texas Veterans Commission
P.O. Box 12277
Austin, Texas 78711
(512) 463-5538
FAX (512) 475-2395
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