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Clyde's parents were rice farmers in Baytown. He was working in the rice fields one sunny afternoon when 
his mother came out and told him of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Clyde remembers the shock and then the anger 
and also that everyone he knew felt ready to march off to war to avenge the attack. -

On August 21, 1941, Clyde L. Childers and one of his good friends went into Houston determined to join the 
Navy and fight the Japanese. The first recruiting center they came to was not the Navy, but the Coast Guard 
instead. Clyde and his friend figured they could joined the Coast Guard and possibly transfer into the Navy later 
on. The main thing was to get joined up before they got drafted into the Army, which they did not want to do. 
Clyde had nothing against the 1940 draft; he felt it was very fair. 

Clyde and his friend went to New Orleans for their initial training. After basic training, his friend was sent 
to Freeport, Texas. Clyde was hoping to be sent overseas, but unfortunately this would never be. The next place 
he went was Galveston, Texas. The farthest out to sea that Clyde ever got was a few miles into the Gulf of Mexico 
to clean buoys. 

Mr. Childers was a very friendly man and very easy to interview. Clyde, as he instructed me to call him, was 
continually apologetic for not having more to tell me of the fighting and other events of World War II. I informed 
him that his stories were no less important than the next guy. 

Clyde did relate one thing that I have never been aware of regarding WWII. I had been aware that the Allies 
did hold Axis prisoners, but I was never aware that they had prison camps in the States and in Texas. Clyde 
remembers local merchants and farmers using German prisoners as hired help because there were not many left 
to hire. He also remembers there being a prison camp somewhere between Barbers Hill and Cedar Bayou. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time with Mr. Childers. So much can be learned by few hours of conversation with 
a senior citizen. More students should take advantage of this opportunity. 

Q: Date, age and place of enlistment? 
A: August 21, 1942 (age 22); Houston, Texas 

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all? 
A: I was a rice farmer at my parents . 

Q: How and why did you join the service? 
A: To keep from joining the Army. 

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair? 
A: Yes. 

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service? 
A: Freeport and Galveston, Texas. 

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service? 
A: I only used a 30.06. 

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued? 
A: Adequate; we ate better than most units. 

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common? 
A: Shooting pool and going to movies. 
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Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the U.S.? 
A: Got along well, except for one soldier in our unit who always got drunk and started fights . 

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit? If so, which drugs? 
A: Not that I knew of. 

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types? 
A: Poker, dice. 

Q: What songs were popular during your military service? 
A: Entertainers: Roy Acuff, Hank Williams and Frank Sinatra. Songs: "Always" and "Yellow Rose of Texas." 

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination? 
A: No segregation in my company. 

Q: How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally? 
A: I had enough points to get out six months early. 

Q: What did you do after you were discharged? 
A: Got a job with Humble Oil and Refining (now Exxon). 

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service? 
A: I felt that things would have been the same as before the war. I was surprised at how good the economy was. 

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to America's place and influence in the world? 
A: Didn't expect America's economic stability to be what it was. Did expect America's dominant power. 

192 World War II Veteran Interviews 


