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{Tape begins with veteran speaking} 

Veteran: …the Seabees were full at that time, and I was granted a commission in the Naval 

Reserve.  I went in as an ensign in the reserves. 

 

Interviewer: So, you went down to an office and signed up. 

Veteran: I applied for paperwork at the regular Navy office in Houston, filled out an 

application blank and filled it out for a commission as an ensign. 

 

Interviewer: And how old were you at the time? 

Veteran: I was 24. 

 

Interviewer: Had you already graduated from college? 

Veteran: I graduated from college in 1941, and I was just young enough to not have to sign 

up for the first draft.  I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering, 

and went to work for the Humble Oil and Refining Company, and worked with 

them until 1944. 

 

Interviewer: In 1941, when the war started, how did that make you feel?  Did you feel like you 

needed to go enlist? 

Veteran: Oh, yes.  It had a lot of effect on me.  I was working for the company, and was in 

San Antonio on December 7, 1941, and it was a very big temptation to request 

my commission at that time. 
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Interviewer: After they gave you your assignment, you went to training? 

Veteran: I went to indoctrination school down at the University of Arizona in Tucson.  I 

was there for ten weeks, I believe. 

 

Interviewer: What is indoctrination? 

Veteran: That is a school that they send officers to when they are first commissioned.  Just 

like the officers, say from A&M, sometimes they go in as an officer.  If they’d go 

into the Navy, they’d probably end up in indoctrination school. 

 

Interviewer: What do they train you for? 

Veteran: They trained you for everything they you were expected to know in the Navy to 

do your duty as a Naval officer.  All the regulations, they taught you how to 

navigate ships, and the general seamanship duties aboard ship.  Our barracks 

were called the USS Bear Down, which was a gymnasium at the University of 

Arizona.  That was the ship that we did our training on.  Of course, we had 

mocked up stuff all over for the parts of the ship.  They were everywhere you 

looked. 

 

Interviewer: And after you finished this? 

Veteran: My first assignment was the Norfolk Navy Shipyard.  We’d normally expect to 

be there for a minimum of six months, but upon arriving and with only thirty days 

of training at the shipyard, I received orders for immediate sea duty, and was sent 

to the U.S. Naval Amphibious Force school at Littlecreek, Virginia, for LSM— 

Landing Ship Medium. 

 

Interviewer: And this was another training? 

Veteran: This was a ten-week training.  The LSM at that time was a new vessel that even 

the commanding officer of the Norfolk Navy Shipyard didn’t know they made 

such a vessel.  It was kept really highly secret, and they started training us so that 

the enemy wouldn’t know we had such a vessel.  It had larger engines on it, and 

went so much faster to get on the beach and get off.  We were taught in this 

school how to operate the ship, how to get on the beach and get off safely, and to 

unload your cargo, and to operate it with the ship’s crew.  When we finished the 
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amphibious training school there, we were sent to San Pedro, California, to pick 

up our Landing Ship Medium #239.  We went through the normal indoctrination, 

and then we were sent right straight on out to the Hawaiian Islands for further 

training. 

 

Interviewer: When you went to California, were you already married?  Did you have kids? 

Veteran: When I stopped over from indoctrination school in Tucson, we got married here 

the 16th of May, 1944, and then she went with me to Norfolk, Virginia, for 

school.  After I got transferred out of there, then she had to come back to Texas 

and stay for the rest of the war. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have children at the time? 

Veteran: No, we’d just gotten married.  She worked for Humble Oil the rest of the time I 

was in the service during World War II. 

 

Interviewer: So, now we’re in San Pedro, California. 

Veteran: I left San Pedro and went to Hawaii and trained with the Marines in preparation 

for the invasion of Iwo Jima.  So, when we left the Hawaiian Islands, we went 

directly to Saipan. 

 

Interviewer: In your training with the Marines for Iwo Jima, what was your training? 

Veteran: We were training to load them on board with their tanks on the island of Maui, 

and then we’d go out and operate with the fleet—with the night services, 

maneuvering real close with the destroyers and the big naval vessels that would 

probably be operating around the invasion sight.  Then, we’d actually go in and 

make invasions at night on the beaches as practice for loading and unloading the 

Marines’ cargo and tanks.  It was pretty extensive training, and something really 

interesting, because we were operating in pitch dark with no lights on, and 

operating with a close run between the ships.  It was quite exciting, but it was 

dangerous, but that’s the way you were expected to when you got to the battle 

zone.  February the 19th had been planned for a long time for the invasion of Iwo.  

We were there for D-Day on February the 19th.   
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Interviewer: Did ya’ll go by ship. 

Interviewer: We went by ship from Hawaii to Iwo, and released the Marines on the banks 

there. 

 

Interviewer: So, you not only were released equipment, you were also releasing men? 

Veteran: We had 56 men that we carried on board.  It happened that we had the parts of 

three different companies involved, so we had a mixture of equipment, and so 

forth.  We didn’t just have all medium tanks, because we had the other equipment 

for the Seabees and the Marines, too. 

 

Interviewer: Your travel from Maui to Iwo Jima… 

Veteran: The sea was calm, and we went as a big group.  We didn’t have any destroyers 

following us.  We just maneuvered ourselves.  Just like in Saipan, everywhere 

you went there was large naval vessels to join us and go part way with us.  This is 

wartime when you just have hundreds and hundreds of ships of all makes and 

descriptions heading in one direction, so you’re going in sort of a convoy.  So, 

that was one good part about being onboard ship—most of the people on the ship 

didn’t have to worry too much about the food or rationing.  We had the top 

quality food, and that was some of the things we had to do was take the food off 

from a big ship and take it to the beach so that they’d have something to eat.  It’s 

a lot different being out on the front lines and then being on board at the same 

time.  We had stable rations. 

 

Interviewer: Now, you’re on the way to Okinawa? 

Veteran: No, at the time this was just before the invasion of Okinawa.  They started right 

before we finished up, and they had a lot of problems over there, too, but this was 

mainly when we spent 101 days at Iwo.  Our ship was finally torn up so bad that 

we had to come back to the states to get it rebuilt.  If you’ll notice how the ship is 

built, the conning tower is on the starboard side of the ship, and on the portside, 

there’s nothing, so in order to load stuff we’d have to come along portside to the 

other ships.  It’s so rough, and banging against the side of the cargo ships, that it 

just kept crushing our side in, so that they had to cut off four foot.  They started 

up on the top deck, right straight on through, and cut off four foot from one end 
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of the other—completely rebuilt when we got back from the states.  That little old 

quarter inch steel shell on an LSM, and it just kept beating ‘em in.  It wound up 

two foot narrower at the top than what it was originally.  After the 101 days, we’d 

taken the last of the Army replacements in to replace the Marines, and after we 

got them in, we took the last of the Marines off so they could go back home—

what was left.  That’s when we finally got our orders to come back to the states.  

We came back to the states, and they sent us up to Fort Stockton to be rebuilt.  

After it was rebuilt, the Japanese had surrendered, and so they moved us on down 

to San Francisco, put us in drydock to finish the work, and then got ready to go 

right on out to pick up the Japs off of Wake Island and places like that, because 

they had surrendered. 

 

Interviewer: On the day before the invasion of Iwo Jima, what was going on on the ship? 

Veteran: We were reviewing what the final plans would be so we would be ready.  It was 

all just a matter of waiting. 

 

Interviewer: What time was it? 

Veteran: 0900, February the 19th.  By that time, we were able to tell the crew that that was 

what was going to happen.  The officers knew, but we didn’t know until a month 

ahead of time what the invasion time and all was, and where we were actually 

going.  We just knew we were going someplace for an invasion.  When we finally 

got our sealed orders, then we were able to tell our crews so everybody knew 

what was coming. 

 

Interviewer: What was the crew’s reaction? 

Veteran: I’ll tell you, I believe our crew was pretty well prepared.  They’d already made up 

their minds to sort of expect the rough stuff.  We didn’t have any complaints or 

anything.  We had one fella back in the states that had wanted to get off when he 

just found out we were going overseas, but other than that, the rest of them were 

wanting to go and wanting to finish up the war. 

 

Interviewer: If you wanted to get off, could you? 
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Veteran: It was awfully difficult for you to get off.  It was just practically impossible, 

because we were in wartime and needed everybody.   

 

Interviewer: What were you thinking the night before the invasion? 

Veteran: You really didn’t know what for sure to expect, but we were gonna be there.  It 

really didn’t seem to bother us.  The whole time we were there, we were lucky 

that we didn’t get hit.  On our ship, we had one man that got one single stray 

bullet.  There wasn’t supposed to be anybody topside at all, except in the conning 

tower, but he was working down in the engine room, and he came up and got a 

stray bullet.  But the Japs had made a big mistake here on the beach.  They had all 

their guns set for LSTs, and the LST’s engine room is on the rear end, and that is 

where they had all of their guns set to fire.  They were hitting just exactly where 

the LST’s engine room would be, so when we came in on those smaller vessels 

and the water would come up over our fantails in big splashes, but like I say, they 

never did get around to changing their guns.  When we got the new ships built, 

they didn’t realize that we had.  They pretty well had all the information on the 

LSTs, because they’d hit so many of ‘em, they didn’t know that we’d be using the 

LSMs. 

 

Interviewer: So this 0900 hours—was this your time to start towards Iwo, or was this time 

your boat was supposed to be landing on the beach? 

Veteran: Each one had different orders about what to do, but that’s when the invasion was 

going to start.  The first vessel was supposed to hit the beach at 9:00.   

 

Interviewer: About what time did your ship land? 

Veteran: I think we were maybe in the afternoon before we finally sent our first crew in.  

We made several landings that day, and then that night we were picking up the 

casualties, so you’d hit the beach and then bring the wounded out to the hospital 

ships and load them up with slings they’d drop down over the side for them. 

 

Interviewer: So when you unloaded a load, you went back and got another load? 

Veteran: That was the normal routine. 
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Interviewer: Where were you going back to to get the other loads? 

Veteran: The cargo ships were just offshore behind us.  They were staying five or six miles 

offshore, and then they’d gradually move in a little closer, so every time we’d go 

in and load, then we’d just be sent right straight back to another ship.  It was 

around the clock.  Every time you got unloaded, you were sent to another ship to 

load and bring in, and then at night you’d take off the casualties.  They’d bring 

the casualties down to the beach, then we’d take them onboard and then take 

them on out, and then go over to another ship and load up.  We had to carry all of 

their food, all of their drinking water.  Everything that they had on the beach was 

transported from our deck to the beach. 

 

Interviewer: And the whole time—day or night—the Battleship of Texas was there. 

Veteran: The first few days that battleship, and then the Missouri was there, but at a certain 

point they decided there wasn’t no point in bombarding much more, because the 

Marines had advanced up to a certain point, so then they were mainly using the 

Navy planes to come in and bomb.  They’d call for them and tell them where they 

wanted them to hit.  Just occasionally then, there’d be a bombardment with the 

ships, but you never could tell when they were coming or what.  Like I say, 

though, they’d be shooting over you, so they didn’t bother you. 

 

Interviewer: Was your actual ship ever under attack? 

Veteran: Didn’t I tell you that the water was throwing up on our fantail?  Wouldn’t you 

call that being under attack?  One day, we were just so fortunate that we were 

alongside the ammunition ship taking on ammunition, and just as soon as we got 

our ship loaded with ammunition, we weren’t much farther than that fence there 

when they hit the cargo with a big gun from the beach, and it just blew a big 

whole in the side of the ship that would have gone right through us with our 

ammunition and all, so for all the entire invasion, we were the LSM there for the 

entire day.  We weren’t up there in a foxhole, but here you see on the beach—

right here is where all the fighting was going on, and right here was one of the 

last places, and that’s just in sight.  We could even see men sometimes flying in 

the air when the shells from the Texas would hit the bank, so that was one of the 

bloodiest invasions of all time.  You couldn’t help but be in it all the time. 
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Interviewer: How long did this last? 

Veteran: We were there 101 days.  Now, that was from the first invasion when we carried 

the Marines in, and about the time we brought the Army in to relieve them.  In 

other words, everything was quiet and peaceful, and there were a few Jap 

prisoners around, and there were still a few Japs in the cave.  They’d come out at 

night and steal the food, and then go back in there for months during that 101 

days that I was there.  We had already had the B-47 fighter planes landing there, 

and they were using it as an airstrip.  The planes were going into Japan, and the 

wounded B-29s would come back there.  We were just lucky we didn’t get 

assigned to go up and take the men off the plane after they ditched.  They’d just 

get shot up so bad in their bombing missions over Japan. 

 

Interviewer: After 101 days, where did you go? 

Veteran: We left the ships there, and they sent us back in convoy to the United States, and 

our ship got sent up to Stockton, California, at a private shipyard up there.  That’s 

where they completely rebuilt the portside all the way from the top deck all the 

way down to the keel—four foot of it. 

 

Interviewer: After you got to California, were you able to go home? 

Veteran: Yeah, I came home.  I was one of the last ones to take leave, because we had to 

rotate our leaves.  Since one of my jobs was the ship’s reconstruction, I was there 

to be sure the work got done.  After it got pretty well finished up, I took a twenty 

day leave and came home.  We were in Houston on the night that we heard that 

the Japanese had surrendered, and we had to get on the train the next day and go 

back to the ship in San Francisco, and Hilda went with me—my wife then.  We 

stayed a few days there, and then she had to come back home when we left, 

because when the war ended they put number one priority on the amphibious 

ships to get them out to the Pacific.  They said we had to go out to the _________ 

Islands to see if there was any Japs to pick up and then pick up what equipment 

we wanted to take and move it out, so that’s when we got sent to Wake Island. 

 

Interviewer: When you heard that the Japs were surrendering, how did that make you feel? 
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Veteran: Well, it made us really feel good, but we were in a big dance down in the Rice 

Hotel in Downtown Houston, and we had several other friends and kinfolks we 

hadn’t seen in a long, long time, and we were all in there having a party. 

 

Interviewer: Because you thought when you left you were going to have to come back and do 

more. 

Veteran: No, at that time we knew that when the Japs surrendered that, other than to have a 

lot of cleanup work, that there shouldn’t be anymore fighting, even though that at 

a lot of different places there were still Japanese.  There was still Japanese that 

we ran into a long time after then, but luckily they didn’t bother us.  You could 

see the campfire, for instance, like when we were up on Guam out at this big 

bluff out by the airbase, and they’d get up there and take a look down and see 

these Japanese with a campfire for months and months, but there weren’t hurting 

anybody, so it was a long time before they went and took them off.  When we got 

back to Guam, I got stuck there waiting for reassignment.  They had given us an 

assignment to carry a load of piling from Guam to Saipan, and they were sending 

all of these other boats to China.  But, I took over command of the ship there at 

Guam on November 24, 1945, and they wouldn’t let me go to China like I wanted 

to, because I still had to carry this load of piling up to Saipan, so that’s where we 

left.  It was Christmas Day before we ever got to go and load it, then carried it up 

to Saipan.  Then from Saipan, we got the job of taking the food and everything up 

to an airbase at Barkers(?) Island.  We took the load from Saipan, went up to 

Barkers Island and unloaded on the beach for the Army and Air Force up there.  

One of the times we were up there, we got orders to go over to pick up some 

Japanese on one of the islands there. 

 

Interviewer: Were ya’ll picking them up to take them back as prisoners of war? 

Veteran: Yeah.  We were just going there as emergency backup crew on the island, and the 

other ship was supposed to have showed up, and our boys had just gotten over to 

the beach and got orders to come back, so we came on back to Saipan.  I was in 

Saipan when I got orders to be released from active duty.  So, that ended my 

World War II service. 
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Interviewer: So, you came on back and worked for Humble Oil. 

Veteran: Yeah, I got my job back.  I’d get my job back as long as I got back within six 

months. 

 

Interviewer: So, they kept your job open for you. 

Veteran: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: How were you greeted when you came back home? 

Veteran: It was hard to understand.  Everybody was glad to see you.  It was real nice. 

 

Interviewer: And how old were you at this time? 

Veteran: When I got back, I was 26.   

 

Interviewer: I’ll bet your parents were probably the most happy to see you? 

Veteran: Well, they thought I was shell shocked, because I tried to tell them where I was.  I 

had two friends back then that we called “Lima” and the other one “Ida,” and at 

that time we called this I-wo-ji-ma, so I said if I said “Ida” and “Lima” were 

having a squabble, they’d know exactly that I was talking about Iwo Jima.  Ida 

and Lima—it made perfect sense to us, but my folks thought I was in bad shape.  

{Laughter}  But really, Ida and Lima never had a bad word!  {Laughter} 

 

{End of Side A}  {Side B begins} 

Interviewer: How old were your sons when you got recalled? 

Veteran: When I got recalled, my youngest was only eight months old, and the other one 

was twenty-two.  I had two boys.  At the time, I was in the organized reserves in 

Houston, and got recalled.  I didn’t know at the time why, but I was the first 

Naval officer recalled in the whole 8th Naval District, and it was because I’d had 

prior command of an LSM during World War II, and they had to assemble seven 

shiploads of men down in the Greencoast Springs, Florida, and realized they did 

not have a single officer who had ever served onboard an LSM before, so that’s 

when they’d gone to a computer, and my card fell out.  They just needed one 

officer for that particular assignment, and then a week later they started recalling 

other services.  My wife and sons went with me, and I was able to take them from 
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that assignment when the ship moved on up to Norfolk, Virginia, for a 

shakedown.  But then when we got orders to go from there back through the 

Panama Canal to the West Coast on our way to Korea, then I had to bring them 

home, and then they left them home from then on. 

 

Interviewer: To home in Texas. 

Veteran: Yeah—a rent house over on Alabama Street.  They stayed there until I got 

released two years later, except they did get to come out to California with me for 

a couple of months.  Her dad and mother and a brother were here, so they helped 

to look after her. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you when you got your orders for the Korean War? 

Veteran: I was here when I got my orders to go back in the Navy, and then we took the 

ship from Greencoast Springs, Florida, and we had to take it up to Norfolk, 

Virginia, for the shipyard to do some work on it, and then we had what they 

called a shakedown cruise to retrain the crew up there.  You have a shakedown 

whenever you have a new crew or a new ship and train them to operate and get 

familiar with it.  That way if you have any bugs in it, you can get it back to the 

shipyard and get it repaired.  That’s when we got our orders to go to the West 

Coast, and you have to go down through the Panama Canal to get there.  As soon 

as we got to San Diego, I got orders to go to Japan in preparation to go to Korea 

right then.  When we got to Japan, we got a different assignment in place of going 

to Korea on the LSM.  They wanted a ship that had a civil engineer aboard, and I 

happened to be the only civil engineer onboard at that particular time, so our ship, 

the LSM 125, got assigned a duty to map all of the beaches of Japan, and in doing 

so we had to have a crew from the hydrographics office, some Marines, and 

others that were actually going to do the work.  We got to stay in Japan long 

enough to get all the equipment assembled.  As soon as they got all of the 

equipment assembled and were getting ready to go and do the work, then I got 

orders to leave there and take over command of the LST 840.  At the time I got 

the orders, they didn’t have anybody on board to navigate, so I had to take the 

ship up to Okaido, an island just north of Tokyo.  When we got the ship up there, 
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then I flew back to Ukuska and took command of the LST 840 on one day, and 

sailed for Korea the next day.   

 

Interviewer: Did you know what your assignment was?  Did you know why you were going to 

Korea? 

Veteran: Our assignment after we got to Puson was to haul prisoners of war from Puson 

down Kagedo prisoner of war camp.  That was our assignment while we were 

there.  After about a month or so and we’d transferred all the prisoners they had at 

the time, then we were sent back to the states for an overhaul of our ship—it was 

time for a general overhaul.  Between Hunter’s Point in San Diego to overhaul 

the ship, then we got assigned to pick up a stevedoring crew of 125 men over in 

Oakland, and they cut my crew then down to 125, so we had to make a lot of 

modifications to the ship because our assignment was going to be in six months 

in the Aleutian Islands picking up all the scrap steel and loading it on the tankers 

and shipping it back to the states.  We had to put big diesel-driven reefers to carry 

the food, and they gave me 120 pieces of rolling equipment, which was like 

twenty ton draglines, and all the flatbed trucks to go with it.  That’s when the 

stevedores would go up there and pick up all the scrap still and bring it down to 

the harbor, and then I’d get a ship to come in and then they’d load the ship up 

with the steel.  Once we finished up an island, then we’d go on to the next island.  

Our first assignment was Dutch Harbor, then we moved on to Attu.  When they 

finished up with Attu, then we came back to Adak, and that’s when I got released 

to come home. 

 

Interviewer: At first, ya’ll were moving prisoners, and then you went to cleaning up… 

Veteran: Prisoners of war, and then we just loaded the ship with 120 pieces of rolling 

equipment.  We had men just sleeping everywhere, because you usually never 

had that many people onboard an LST. 

 

Interviewer: Did ya’ll have enough food for everybody? 

Veteran: That’s why we put extra reefers up on the deck, and they were supposed to supply 

us out of Adak, and they did.  We had a little trouble and had to put a little 

pressure on them.  We actually made one stop at Adak after we left Dutch Harbor 
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and took on all the food that we could at that time, and then they were supposed 

to bring it after that, and they finally did.  They showed up with a tugboat full of 

food for us.  We were never really short, but we had made arrangements ahead of 

time so we wouldn’t be.  The stevedoring crew was working seven days a week, 

ten hour shifts, so we wanted to get up there and get out before the weather got 

bad.  You only have six months of good weather up there, you know.  So after 

that I went to different training schools.  One training school I went to was U.S. 

Naval Justice School, in between World War II and the Korean deal.  After that I 

went to sonar school down in _____________ in 1948 and again in 1950.  But 

then I got released to inactive duty, and I retired from the reserves in September 

1959.  My wife decided she had had enough Navy.  She didn’t want me to be 

recalled again, so that’s why I got out. 

 

Interviewer: When you were picking up these prisoners, were you just picking them up on the 

beach there? 

Veteran: No, they had them in a compound down in Puson, so all we’d do is just go 

alongside the dock, and they’d walk onboard.  They’d have them sitting down all 

over the complete deck.  It was just a four hour run, so that was all we had to 

carry them, so then we’d hit the beach, lower the ramp, and let ‘em walk off.  So 

then they had all these acres and acres of steel wire fencing where they were 

compounded. 

 

Interviewer: Was there a certain way you were supposed to treat these prisoners? 

Veteran: Americans always treat prisoners good.  In other words, you’d just treat them like 

human beings.  That’s one thing about the crew—they were really good to ‘em.  

They didn’t give you no trouble.  They were glad to get down where there was 

plenty of food, and they fed ‘em good. 

 

Interviewer: Was this kind of when the war was coming to an end? 

Veteran: Well, that’s what we thought.  I have gone to a reunion the last eleven years for 

our crew that was on the ship at that time, and I came to find out the history of it, 

that that ship stayed in Korea for three more years.  I was thinking at the time that 

we’d pretty gotten up to the parallel and that’s when we stopped, but the fighting 
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just kept going on and on and on.  The LST 840 had quite a long history of 

service in the Korean War after I left.  Unfortunately, the man that was my 

quartermaster when I was onboard—he and I had gotten the ship’s reunion 

together and got people contacted—now has kidney problems and is on dialysis 

all the time, and isn’t able to come anymore.  We had our last reunion up in 

Missouri, and next year it’s going to be in New Orleans. 

 

Interviewer: So when you were getting these prisoners off the beach, were ya’ll still under fire 

then? 

Veteran: No.  The ships that were on the West Coast were the ones that got under fire, but 

they had already moved up from that area, so… 

 

Interviewer: So, it was a whole lot less stressful than loading and unloading during World War 

II. 

Veteran: It was altogether different than Iwo Jima.  In Korea, there were too many forces 

between us and frontlines. 

 

Interviewer: So, how long did you do this in Korea? 

Veteran: I don’t remember.  When we’d pick up a load, it only took four hours to go down, 

and then we’d be back at anchor to do our routine. 

 

Interviewer: So, were you there like 60 days? 

Veteran: It was less than 60 days, but I don’t remember exactly how many.  Sasabo is a 

Japanese port not too far from us, so we came back by Sasabo and had some work 

onboard ship, then came back around Ukuska, and then came right straight back 

to the states. 

 

Interviewer: Ya’ll were just assigned to come back home. 

Veteran: Yeah, they had all their troops assembled there, and they weren’t expecting to 

take any more prisoners, so our assignment was over, and it was time for the ship 

to be overhauled.  My two years were up while I was in the Aleutian Islands.   

 

Interviewer: Were you in the Aleutian Islands kind of after it was over? 
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Veteran: Remember that the Japs had occupied the Aleutian Islands during World War II, 

and then they had been cleaned out.  In other words, we took the Aleutian Islands 

back.  But then when the war ended with Japan, they buried a lot of stuff and 

hauled a lot of stuff of back, but there was just still one heck of a lot of stuff still 

up there.  Then they set up a contract to get all that stuff off of there.  Just like 

when we were in Dutch Harbor, they were building permanent homes that had 

never been completed.  Brand new, pretty houses.  It was a big base at the end of 

World War II.  Such things as big compressors, generators, and so forth—they 

just went off and left them.  Tin cans were stacked up by the tons and tons.  The 

first group, for some reason, thought they had gotten everything that was usable.  

Then a bunch of senators went up there and took a survey and said they hadn’t 

done it, so they got the Navy to rush back on up there.  I think they got three 

cargo ships loaded with steel out of Dutch Harbor. 

 

Interviewer: How long were you there doing that? 

Veteran: We got up there in May, and we were there about two months, then we went up to 

Attu.  I guess we must have been three months up there.  We still had some of the 

islands to be checked, but it was such a big job to get in with these big machines, 

and some of the islands just had a little airstrip.  They finally decided to demolish 

the stuff that was left so it could never be used by the Japs or anybody else.  A 

few islands they didn’t think it was worthwhile going in.  It was just amazing at 

that big island, because they had been there for years and years, just how much 

junk would still be piled up in their scrap yard. 

 

Interviewer: When you came back home, how old were your sons? 

Veteran: Two years older than the day I left.   

 

Interviewer: Did you kind of have to get to know them all over again? 

Veteran: That was the bad part.  The boys had been the master of the house for two years, 

and they didn’t fit to well when a man came back and started telling them how to 

do it.  They done what Mama told them, and that’s all.  It really messes up a 

family when you’ve been gone that long, I’ll tell ya.  They were just used to 
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having their way for so long, and then somebody comes in and tells them ‘no.’  

It’s an adjustment. 

 

Interviewer: So, when you came back home, did you go back to work for Humble Oil? 

Veteran: Oh, yeah.  I still had my job.  See, the company even paid me the difference in 

my pay between what I was making in the refinery and what I was making in the 

Navy the two years I was in the service.  If you hired on before the draft in 1940, 

you were a permanent employee, but if you hired in after that, you were 

temporary.  They had different rules.  If you didn’t get back within six months 

after you left, you didn’t have a job, whereas the permanent people, it didn’t 

matter.  The company was real good.  Humble was a lot better about that than 

Exxon.  

 

Interviewer: How did you adjust once you got home?  Do you still have a hard time dealing 

with some of the things that you saw at such a young age? 

Veteran: No, I don’t think it ever affected me.  I can understand how anybody in Vietnam 

would be affected the rest of their life, but for me, the only thing that affected me 

is if there’s an emergency, I don’t think anything about going out and picking up 

bodies or helping anybody that’s sick.  It doesn’t bother me at all, because we 

took them off of Iwo and they were in such bad shape—some of them.  I’ll 

always remember one that had that old black sand all over his brain, and yet the 

poor fellow lived for a couple of days. 

 

Interviewer: It probably made you look at your family differently or value life a little more. 

Veteran: It made you appreciate them. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


