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Q: Place of enlistment? 
A: Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

RussELL CoLBURN 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

/ENNIFER BURLESON 

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all? 
A: Just graduated from high school and was learning carpentry. 

Q: How and why did you join the service? 
A: I was drafted into the Army. I had previously tried to go into the Marines, but did not qualify. 

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair? 
A: I believe it served a useful purpose and that it was one way of filling the vacancy. 

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
A: I worked at a service station as an attendant, and a man came yelling across the street that Pearl Harbor had 

been bombed. 

Q: What were your initial reactions to entering military service? 
A: I was very, very dismayed. I seemed anxious, and I had grown up on a farm and hadn't spent much time away 

from home, and it was a really unpleasant experience. 

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from your family and friends? 
A: I was very sad and did not want to leave because I had never been away from home. 

Q: Where did you train as a recruit? 
A: I trained at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Armored Forcement Replacement Center. 

Q: In what specialties were you trained? 
A: I was trained for replacement of people who had been killed in tank battles. This was called Army Specialized 

Training Program (ASTP). 

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service? 
A: New York University; Fort Dix, New Jersey; Greensboro, North Carolina; Army Air Base Denver, Colorado; 

Camp White, Oregon; San Luisibisco, California; San Diego, California; Okinawa Islands. 

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service? 
A: The basic rifle was the Ml semi-automatic (they were 4 inch cannons and had lots of options), open air tanks 

which had protective shields and submachine guns. 

Q: Were they reliable? 
A: Yes, they were, but not very sophisticated. The most deadly that often injured our men was the mortar shells. 

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued? 
A: There was plenty of equipment, and the clothing was fine. The rations were not too good, but the kitchens 

that followed the company were just fine. 
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Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service? 
A: Most of the time, the commissioned officers had the final say in the platoon. The members of the regiment 

divided the companies then to the sergeant and the second lieutenant. All of these leaders were well qualified 
and did a fine job. They all had very good leadership. 

Q: Who were the "real" leaders- officers, noncoms, or enlisted men? 
A: The commissioned officers. 

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time? 
A: It was very strict. You had few individual rights and were expected to do what you were told. You had no 

voice, very stiff. In combat you could get death for disobeying. 

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common? 
A: Overseas, we played volleyball and baseball among ourselves. In New York, we went to 42nd St. and saw 

the sights. 

Q: How adequate was medical care? 
A: Just fine. The doctors and corpsmen were very dedicated, and there was plenty of them. 

Q: Describe the health of your unit? 
A: Very healthy. 

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay? 
A: Gambling (playing cards and poker), but they did not make much money. 

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained? 
A: No, just on special occasions. 

Q: What songs were popular during your military service? 
A: Andrews Sisters "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B." Easy-listening type songs. 

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction? 
A: I went home on fur low and got married. I rode a train home and wasn't very pleased to hear the news. 

Q: How was the morale of your unit? 
A: Pretty good, basically. Mail was pretty old by the time we got it, but it kept the spirits up. We went to great 

lengths to have traditional Thanksgiving dinners. 

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? 
A: The Japanese, in two different companies in Lati, Okinawa. We invaded from the sea. 

Q: What effects did combat have on morale? 
A: You learn to be a close knit unit. I liked the leadership and discipline and respected our officers after being 

in combat. 

Q: If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the circumstances. 
A: Yes, by a bomb shell that was set off by my own company. It was clearly an accident, but I received a 

concussion. I was in the hospital for several days. 

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear? 
A: In the Pacific, on Radio Tokyo, Tokyo Rose broadcast programs to try to get soldiers to desert and to affect 

their morale. 
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Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit? 
A: The news media was not admitted, but war correspondents were allowed. These people could only show 

what was allowed. 

Q: Please describe a "typical day" in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines. 
A: It was a day where you went down to the river and washed your clothes and cleaned your guns and wrote 

letters back home. 

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops (Germans, Italians, Japanese) as fighters? 
A: We hated the Japanese, but they were very aggressive fighters. 

Q: If you encountered Displaced Persons, from which countries or ethnic groups did they predominantly come? 
A: The islanders because I was mainly stationed on the islands. 

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive? 
A: I just received the normal badges and patches of war. 

Q: How long did you remain in the service after the end of hostilities? 
A: Until I was discharged. I chose to leave the service because I was married and wanted to return home. I felt 

I had served my duty. 

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service? 
A: I thought there might be another war, so I wanted to be with my family and would return if I was needed. 

Q: Were you ever called up for active service? 
A: Yes, for the Air Force Reserve for a couple of years. 
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