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Interviewer: This is Colby Burmaster, and I’m at the home of my grandfather Pete Craig.  It’s 

5:52, and we’re about to start our oral history report for History 1302 at Lee 

College.  I didn’t say it before, but we’re at his home in Hardin, Texas.  

 

 Could you tell me your full name and the highest rank that you attained in the 

service? 

Veteran: Thomas Lester Craig.  I was T-4, I believe. 

 

Interviewer: What is your present address? 

Veteran: 2304 _____ Rd., Hardin, Texas  77564. 

 

Interviewer: Do you know what company you served in, or battalion, or regiment, or division? 

Veteran: I don’t. 

 

Interviewer: It’s not that important.  Is it OK if you get out your military I.D., or is that 

supposed to be confidential? 

Veteran: I don’t know. 

 

Interviewer: How many people served in World War II?  Not that many? 

Veteran: {Unable to understand veteran’s response.} 

 

Interviewer: Oh, so that identified where you came from…the first five digits or so?  Where 

you were from.? 

Veteran: I was from San Antonio. 
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Interviewer: Did you live in San Antonio, or that’s just where you deployed from? 

Veteran: That’s where I was inducted. 

 

Interviewer: What was your enlistment date? 

Veteran: I think it was April 25, 1944. 

 

Interviewer: And you said that’s when you were inducted in San Antonio? 

Veteran: When I went into the service.  That’s when I was sworn in. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel when you took that step forward? 

Veteran: I didn’t want to take it. 

 

Interviewer: So, you joined the service because you were drafted, is that right? 

Veteran: I was drafted, yeah.  I didn’t join.  Be sure and put that on there. 

 

Interviewer: Were you 18? 

Veteran: 20. 

 

Interviewer: How long did you serve?  What was your exit date? 

Veteran: May 21, 1946. 

 

Interviewer: So, a little over two years.  What did they call that on there?  Did they call it your 

departure date? 

Veteran: Separation. 

 

Interviewer: Did you think that the draft was necessary?  How did you feel about the draft? 

Veteran: I think it was necessary. 

 

Interviewer: Were you opposed to it even though obviously you didn’t really want to go? 

Veteran: I think it was administered fairly. 

 

Interviewer: What were you doing right before you left? 

Veteran: I was a welder in the battleship yard. 
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Interviewer: In Galveston, or where? 

Veteran: Houston. 

 

Interviewer: Were you and MawMaw married yet? 

Veteran: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: How long were ya’ll married before you left? 

Veteran: About three years. 

 

Interviewer: Ya’ll were just newlyweds.  Did ya’ll have any kids yet? 

Veteran: No, we didn’t have any kids until ’48.  Seven years. 

 

Interviewer: You were gone two of those years.  What day were ya’ll married? 

Veteran: November 15, 1941. 

 

Interviewer: Where did you attend boot camp? 

Veteran: Camp Stoneman, California. 

 

Interviewer: Stoneman?  I’ve never heard of that one.  How long was it? 

Veteran: It was the infantry basic—six weeks I believe it was. 

 

Interviewer: Keith is in the infantry, too. 

Veteran: That wasn’t the infantry. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel when you first got there to boot camp? 

Veteran: Everything was new. 

 

Interviewer: Were you scared? 

Veteran: No, I wasn’t scared. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel at the end of boot camp?  Was it a little bit more comfortable? 

Veteran: They pumped you up and made you feel pretty good. 
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Interviewer: That’s what Keith said, too.  Said by the end of his he felt a lot better about it, 

because they just kind of give you a lot of—I don’t know—they just pump you up 

while you’re there.  Where did you go after boot camp? 

Veteran: I went to Oakland Navy Base.  I was supposed to went overseas on a Navy repair 

ship, and while we were there in the staging area getting ready to go, I took the 

measles and had to go to the hospital, and so I missed my trip. 

 

Interviewer: Were you happy or upset about that? 

Veteran: It didn’t make any difference.  I’d have like to have went on that repair ship, 

because it was a better job than what I got. 

 

Interviewer: What did you do you when you were stateside?  What were some of your duties 

while you were stateside? 

Veteran: We didn’t have no duties, we just trained. 

 

Interviewer: Just getting ready to go?  How long were you out of basic before they shipped 

you off? 

Veteran: Well, I ran around all over the United States.  I went to Camp Stoneman to 

Oakland, and from there I went to Johnsonville (?), Florida. 

 

Interviewer: Were you in Florida long? 

Veteran: Best I remember, about six weeks. 

 

Interviewer: How long were you in Oakland? 

Veteran: I guess about a month all together.  We done some training on that repair ship we 

was going on, and then I got sick and couldn’t go.  I wasn’t really sick, but I had 

the measles.  I stayed in a dark room for fifteen days. 

 

Interviewer: Why? 

Veteran: So the measles wouldn’t burn my eyes. 
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Interviewer: I didn’t know they did that. 

Veteran: I didn’t either.  They quarantined you. 

 

Interviewer: Did anybody else catch it when you had it? 

Veteran: I don’t know.  I didn’t go back with that bunch—they’d done shipped out. 

 

Interviewer: So it was just you by yourself for fifteen days? 

Veteran: Yeah, that’s right. 

 

Interviewer: Did you ever get to call home or anything? 

Veteran: There wasn’t any telephones.  There was in town, but there wasn’t any phones 

out there at that time.  Wasn’t no electric lights. 

 

Interviewer: That was only sixty years ago now.  Doesn’t seem like it would make that much 

of a difference, but I guess it does.  What did you think about the equipment and 

the food that ya’ll had in basic and up until you left? 

Veteran: It was alright.  That camp I went to in Florida was a sorry place.  You could eat 

your dinner and see worms all in it. 

 

Interviewer: That’s disgusting.  What were some of your duties while you were over here?  

Just training? 

Veteran: Sometimes you had to pull guard, and every now and then you’d get caught on 

K.P. 

 

Interviewer: What’s K.P.? 

Veteran: Kitchen duty.   

 

Interviewer: What did you do when you were on guard? 

Veteran: You worked four hours and four hours off.  The sergeant in charge would give 

you your areas to patrol or walk. 

 

Interviewer: On the base? 

Veteran: Yeah. 



-6- 

 

Interviewer: Why did they do that? 

Veteran: They was just training you.  There wasn’t nobody coming in.  It was just 

discouraging those who was. 

 

Interviewer: What did you think of the people that were over you—your leadership and stuff? 

Veteran: Some of them was pretty dumb. 

 

Interviewer: Do you think you could have done better? 

Veteran: I think so.  You had an Officer Candidate School, and you had to sign up for five 

or six years of service to do it, and I never would sign up. 

 

Interviewer: You’d have made a career out of it then.  Where was that Office Candidate 

School? 

Veteran: They had several up there in the state.  There’s a lot at A&M.  

 

Interviewer: I think the people that serve now at A&M, the corps members, they don’t have to 

go to Officer Candidate School as long once they get out.  They have a shorter 

stay at OCS before they can go straight in as an officer.  I’m not even sure about 

that, but I think that’s the way it works.  You’d think after they’re in there four 

years they ought to be ready for it, but I guess not. 

Veteran: In our day, that was the way they’d do things. 

 

Interviewer: Can you think of any examples of some bad leadership or anything—good or 

bad? 

Veteran: No, they did a good job, but there was some of ‘em, it was just something they 

didn’t know nothing about. 

 

Interviewer: How did they pick officers at first?  Did some people get drafted in as officers? 

Veteran: Just like now they had a good many officers.   
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Interviewer: But we didn’t have nearly the Army back then, before the war, as we do now.  I 

was reading a little bit in my history book, and we didn’t really start carrying a 

big standing army until after World War II. 

Veteran: Just before the war there was a lot of people that volunteered, or enlisted for 

service, because we had a depression going on at that time and there wasn’t no 

jobs, and so they’d just go in there and make a little money. 

 

Interviewer: It’s better than a lot of jobs were.  Do you remember much about the Great 

Depression? 

Veteran: Not too much. 

 

Interviewer: Did I ask you when you were born?  When were you born PawPaw? 

Veteran: October 31, 1922. 

 

Interviewer: Halloween.  What did you think about the discipline in your unit?  Was 

everybody pretty disciplined? 

Veteran: Yeah, you had to be. 

 

Interviewer: What was some of the punishment if you weren’t, or did nobody test them? 

Veteran: They’d ground you to the base, give you K.P. duty for a long stretch. 

 

Interviewer: Did you trust the people around you? 

Veteran: Yeah, you could trust them.  They was alright.  I believe folks were more honest 

than they are today. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, I agree with that.  The people that you went to basic training with, were 

those supposed to be the people you shipped out with? 

Veteran: Well, see I went in late and the war was nearly over then.  We really were just 

replacements for the ones that had been in there for three or four years.  Like that 

ship that I was supposed to go on, it was to do minor repair on boats and stuff. 
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Interviewer: So, they just kind of spread ya’ll out then?  Whenever ya’ll got out of basic, they 

just kind of spread ya’ll out. 

Veteran: Yeah, had two men go to guard jobs for Florida, and two to go to New York.  

They shipped you out as far as you need to go for your MO. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, so whatever your job was they shipped you out by? 

Veteran: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Did you make any friends when you were in there? 

Veteran: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Did you ever talk to any of those guys afterward? 

Veteran: Yeah, I talked to them, but most of ‘em is all dead now. 

 

Interviewer: When you were in basic, did ya’ll have a segregated basic training—like black 

people and white people separate? 

Veteran: I don’t remember in basic training whether we did not.  When we come home it 

wasn’t segregated.  The service was partly segregated during the time the war 

was going on.  The colored people, they were in an outfit of their own. 

 

Interviewer: Did you ever have any interactions with colored people?  Did you ever have to 

work with any of them, or did they just stay with their own outfits most of the 

time? 

Veteran: I worked with one.  We worked in supply.  I didn’t know for a long time he was 

colored. 

 

Interviewer: Was it dark in there? 

Veteran: No, he just wasn’t as black as some of them, and some of the guys said, “Did you 

know you were working with a nigger?” 

 

Interviewer: Was he a pretty nice guy? 

Veteran: Yeah, he was. 
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Interviewer: When you went overseas, where did your ship set sail from? 

Veteran: I believe it was San Francisco.  We went under the Golden Gate Bridge. 

 

Interviewer: When ya’ll left, ya’ll went under the Golden Gate Bridge? 

Veteran: Yes.   

 

Interviewer: When you had the measles, where were you?  Were you in Florida, or were you 

in Oakland? 

Veteran: Oakland. 

 

Interviewer: Is there another Oakland in the United States? 

Veteran: I imagine there’s several of them. 

 

Interviewer: I wasn’t thinking Oakland, California.  I was thinking Oakland somewhere else.  

So you went all the way from California to Florida?  I wonder why they shipped 

ya’ll so far across the country.  How’d ya’ll get over there?  How’d ya’ll cross the 

country? 

Veteran: Train. 

 

Interviewer: How long was that trip?  Do you remember? 

Veteran: They’d give you a leave after you finished your training and I hadn’t had that, 

and so when I went to Florida I gathered my leave and I stopped off here at home 

and then went on to Florida after it was used up. 

 

Interviewer: How much leave did you get after basic training? 

Veteran: I don’t remember what it was. 

 

Interviewer: I think Keith got maybe three weeks? 

Veteran: I think that’s what it was. 

 

Interviewer: That must have been nice.  And then after that did you get anymore leave? 

Veteran: I believe I got a leave twice while I was in there. 
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Interviewer: Maybe right after you got back or something? 

Veteran: No, after we got back, we come in and we was discharged right then. 

 

Interviewer: What other countries did you go to when you left? 

Veteran: I went to New Guinea, Leyti in the Philippines, Okinawa.  That’s all the places I 

can think of. 

 

Interviewer: When was it that they dropped the atomic bomb?  Was that in ’46? 

Veteran: We knew about it over there several months before the war ended.  They knew it 

was going to end. 

 

Interviewer: That they were going to do that? 

Veteran: They didn’t know what was going to happen, but the word was out that the war 

was going to end. 

 

Interviewer: Well, the Japanese knew that, too, but they chose not to listen I guess.  I had read 

a little bit that they had been warned that something was going to happen but they 

weren’t told what. 

Veteran: We gave them a chance to surrender. 

 

Interviewer: They probably knew they wouldn’t take it, too. {END OF SIDE A} 

 {SIDE B BEGINS} 

 So that was the only three countries you headed off to? 

Veteran: We came back to Hawaii and they picked us up. 

 

Interviewer: Where did ya’ll port in Hawaii? 

Veteran: At the shipping docks there. 

 

Interviewer: At Pearl Harbor? 

Veteran: Yeah, and took on supplies. 

 

Interviewer: When you stopped there, did you see any of the ships that were still in the water? 

Veteran: From where we was, we didn’t see any. 
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Interviewer: When ya’ll were in the other countries, what did ya’ll do? 

Veteran: In Leyti and the Philippines and in Okinawa, we’d build airstrips and roads. 

 

Interviewer: Did you ever see any fighting going on? 

Veteran: You’d see the fire from the big guns, but you never did see any hand-to-hand 

fighting. 

 

Interviewer: Did ya’ll ever get fired at any? 

Veteran: Yeah, every now and then a round blasted off and would hit them old tractors. 

 

Interviewer: Man, I bet that was nerve-wracking. 

Veteran: Just like old Japanese, you know, we’d get a whole gang of them snipers and 

they’d take a shot. 

 

Interviewer: Did anybody ever get hit? 

Veteran: We were lucky. 

 

Interviewer: How many people were in your outfit? 

Veteran: I don’t remember just how many.  There were 20-25 or something like that. 

 

Interviewer: How many officers were in it? 

Veteran: We had a first sergeant, we had a lieutenant, captain, and different kinds of 

sergeants, and then the privates. 

 

Interviewer: And you were a private? 

Veteran: I made Private 1st Class when I was first overseas.  That kind of give your that to 

encourage you. 

 

Interviewer: Did they play a lot of mental games to keep you in good spirits, did you think? 

Veteran: One of them old company commanders would give you pep talks every now and 

then. 

 



-12- 

 

Interviewer: Like a football coach? 

Veteran: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, man, I bet that was something. 

Veteran: One of them dumb butts made us run in the rain.  Guess they believed they 

walked on the water. 

 

Interviewer: So, did you work with Marines when you were over there? 

Veteran: Yeah, we was all mixed up. 

 

Interviewer: In the same outfit? 

Veteran: No, not in the same outfit, but Marines they had their thing, too.  A Marine is not 

a land-lover.  The infantry, they go in and make a landing field somewhere for 

these landing craft.  We had to help dump ‘em out, and they’d just go out like a 

bunch of ducks.  The Marines, they’d take cover behind a bunch of trucks so the 

bullets wouldn’t kill them.  They were crazy. 

 

Interviewer: When you first enlisted, how did you end up in the Army instead of the Marines 

or the Navy? 

Veteran: If you wanted to be in the Army or some special part of it, you had to volunteer 

for it.  You had to do that before you enlisted. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, and so when you were drafted you did all that. 

Veteran: So, instead of being drafted you’d go volunteer. 
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SPECIAL NOTE FROM TRANSCRIPTIONIST: 
 

Included with the two audiotapes student Colby Burmaster submitted, which contained the actual 

interview he conducted with his grandfather, was a CD-Rom on which the student had written his 

own narrative interpretation of that interview. 

 

After listening to one full side and a portion of the second side of Tape 1, the transcriptionist has 

concluded that because Mr. Craig’s voice is almost impossible to discern due to his advanced 

age and VERY weak and crackling speaking ability, it is advisable at this point to include the 

student’s narrative of his interview. 

 

As information, included on the CD-Rom are scanned copies of actual war-era documents. 

 

Terry Moore—4/26/03 

   

Interview Summarization 
 
Thomas Lester “Pete” Craig was born on October 31, 19221 in the small southeast 
Texas town of Hardin.  Before serving a little over two years in the armed forces during 
World War II, Pete was married to a young woman named Ethel Fields on November 15, 
1941.  A quick look at his high school transcript reveals that Pete excelled in shop and 
welding classes, a skill that he carried with him to Brown’s Shipyard in Houston, Texas.  
It was here that Pete found pre-war employment to support himself and his new bride. 
 
Like most young men at the time faced with being drafted into the war, Pete was at first 
hesitant to go.  He believed that he was already serving his country here at home in the 
best way that he could:  building ships.  The draft board, however, saw it another way.  
When Pete’s employer sent in a “D.S.S. Form 42-A” asking that his service be deferred 
based on his occupation, the Harris County board denied the request (See Figure 1).  
He was inducted at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio on the 25th of April, 1944. 
 
Pete still feels that the draft was necessary at the time, but he made sure to emphasize 
in the interview that his service was only the result of the draft and not of his own free 
will.  “Make sure and put that in your report!” he remarked.  His main contention was that 
he did not think that the draft was administered fairly.  He sights as his reasons the 
many loopholes to avoiding service, most of which catered to those with more money.  If 
he would have had the finances Pete says he might have gone to college to try and 
avoid the draft, but he knew that his financial situation prohibited that. 
 
Pete was sent by the Army to Camp Stoneman2 in California for a 6 week long Infantry 
Basic Training program.  Most of the initial jitters that he felt going into basic training 
were temporarily stamped out by the hype pushed at him by his commanding officers 
during this period.  Pumped up for service, Pete went to Oakland Navy Base to catch his 
ride on a repair ship overseas.  While in Oakland, however, he contracted measles and 

                                                      
1 All of Pete’s war records incorrectly show his birthday to be 1923. 
2 Interestingly, Camp Stoneman was only active for 12 years and served mainly as San Francisco’s 
staging area for the rapid deployment of troops for overseas service.   
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was forced to wait for another ship.  After recovering from his illness, he took a train to 
Florida where he stayed for about 6 weeks.  The worst part of his stay in Florida was the 
food, about which Pete says “you could eat your dinner and see worms crawling around 
in it!”   
 
While stateside, the interviewee said that he had very few duties.  Mostly he and the 
other young soldiers were involved in training exercises for there wartime jobs.  
Occasionally, Pete says he may have had to pull guard or work K.P. (kitchen duty), but 
serving K.P. was mostly a result of poor conduct.   
 
Upon the completion of his training, Pete shipped out of San Francisco bound for New 
Guinea.  His service also carried him to Layette in the Philippines and Okinawa, Japan 
(see Figure 3).  His main job was to build airstrips and roads with approximately 25 other 
men in the 1914th Engineer Aviation Battalion.  The hostile environments they worked in 
were often riddled by sniper fire from the enemy.  To protect himself, the army issued 
Pete a .30 caliber semi-automatic M1 carbine that was manufactured specifically for the 
government by Blue Sky Productions.  Thankfully he never had to use it.  Even thought 
he could at times hear the fighting and see the shooting going on within a mile of where 
they were stationed, Pete’s outfit never had a casualty due to battle. 
 
The 10’ by 10’ tents that Pete and his workmates slept four-to in overseas were “roomy” 
compared to bunks on the ships.  In such an environment, he says it was important to 
be able to trust those that you were surrounded by.  Overall, Pete feels that people of 
that day were more trustworthy than today.  Of the officers placed over him, Pete says 
that in general they did a good job.  However, he would come across a few in his time 
that were “pretty dumb.”   
 
On racial segregation in the service during the time of the war, Pete says that most 
things in the Army were separated by race, even though he did work with one black man 
in a supply warehouse in California.  Apparently, the man’s skin color was not very dark.  
Pete did not even notice the man was black until some of his fellow soldiers informed 
him that he was “working with a nigger.”  None the less, Pete says that the trip home on 
the U.S.S. Admiral Hugh Rodman (see Figure 5) was not a segregated one as everyone 
celebrated the end of the war together.  
 
Pete’s separation date was May 21, 1946 (see Figure 8).  Two years and 27 days after 
he first became an Army man, Pete ended his career at a Tec. 4 and was free to go 
home to his wife to begin starting a family.  He found work quickly with Brown and Root 
welding on ships again, and resided in Houston until moving back to his hometown of 
Hardin a few years later.   

 
 

Observations and Conclusions 
 
A few weeks ago at a church service commemorating the veterans who are members of 
our congregation, the pastor asked that anyone who had served in the armed forces 
stand and be recognized.  Sitting near the back was a vet that I knew quite well.  In his 
early 80s, the old man is now afflicted with Parkinson’s disease and clearly isn’t the 
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Spring chicken he once was.  But though his feet and hands may move slower than they 
used to, his mind has never faded.  With pride in his eyes Thomas Lester “Pete” Craig 
seized the back of the pew in front of him and slowly raised himself to his feet.  There he 
stood among the hero’s of our country as veteran, husband, father, and – most 
importantly to me – my grandfather.   
 
The entry of the United States into World War II could not have come at a more 
opportune time for the struggling country.  With the economic problems brought about 
by the crash of the stock market in 1929 still weighing heavily on her back, the U.S. 
needed the kind of industrial and patriotic revival afforded by the “war to end all wars.”  
As men were whisked away by Uncle Sam to fight overseas many groups, especially 
women, were given a chance to do something with their lives outside of the social norm.  
Wives and mothers entered the work force in roles previously thought of as strictly 
“men’s jobs,” such as riveting and shipbuilding.  Minorities too found capacities in which 
to serve and prove their citizenship, such as battling alongside white men for their 
country.  The social fabric of America (and the world) was forever changed by the 
events in the 1930s and 1940s.   
 
The presence of the United States in World War II also cemented her role as a diplomat 
among the nations.  This influence was most felt at the end of the war when the U.S. 
and delegates from 49 other countries around the world met in San Francisco to 
establish the United Nations.  The entry of our nation into this council was critical, lest it 
go the way of the failed League of Nations established after World War I.   
 
Often people of my generation look at the elderly in our lives as burdens; we forget the 
sacrifices so many of them made so that we would have the opportunity to live in the 
free, powerful country that we do.  Thank God that the men in my home church and so 
many others like them had the courage and conviction to do what our government asked 
of them.  They gave up years of their lives for people they will never even meet, yet I 
even catch myself sneering sometimes as they “waste my time” telling stories I have 
already heard twice before.  This assignment gave me the opportunity to tap into a well 
of knowledge that I never knew existed, and my relationship with Pete – Pawpaw – will 
never be the same. 
 
A letter sent out to World War II veterans by President Truman summarizes my feelings 
best.  It reads (see Figure 9): 
 

To you who answered the call of your country and served in its 
Armed Forces to bring about the total defeat of the enemy, I 

extend the heartfelt thanks of a grateful Nation.  As one of the 
Nation’s finest, you undertook the most severe task one can be 

called upon to perform.  Because you demonstrated the fortitude, 
resourcefulness and calm judgment necessary to carry out that 
task, we now look to you for leadership and example in further 

exalting our country in peace. 
 
Thank you, veterans, for all that you have done.  May God bless you, and may God 
bless America. 
 


