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Interviewer: Can you please tell me you name and your date of birth? 

Veteran: Mike Shields.  11-26-47. 

 

Interviewer: When you went off to serve, where did you live at the time? 

Veteran: Several places.  I was in Bluefield, West Virginia, and I got my first notice that I 

was going to be drafted.  In order to keep from being drafted, I changed my 

address to Huntington, West Virginia, which meant that I had to go through the 

Ashland, Kentucky, draft station.  I went up there and had my physical, and then 

moved back to Bluefield, thinking I could slow it down, but they caught me 

anyway. 

 

Interviewer: What branch of the military did you get drafted into? 

Veteran: Army. 

 

Interviewer: And how old were you when you got drafted? 

Veteran: I was probably twenty. 

 

Interviewer: What was your actual job in the war? 

Veteran: Infantry out in the jungle. 

 

Interviewer: How long were you involved in the war? 

Veteran: One year.  I retired from the Army after one year, eleven months, and one day. 

 

Interviewer: What kinds of foods did you eat, and what were your rations? 
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Veteran: We had C-rations.  We were allowed generally two meals a day.  We carried 

everything on our back, so we carried everything from ammunition and water to 

food.  We had two meals a day out in the field.  When we got to go back to the 

rear, which was rare, then we would go eat in the mess hall, and they had hot 

food. 

 

Interviewer: What were your sleeping quarters like?  I understand that sometimes probably 

they weren’t necessarily sleeping quarters. 

Veteran: Out in the jungle, you just laid down on the ground in a hole and tried to hide.  

When we were in the rear, they had these wooden floors with screened walls with 

sandbags stacked up to about shoulder height, and then a canvas tent-type top to 

keep the rain off of you. 

 

Interviewer: Did you suffer any long-term medical problems? 

Veteran: I was crazy as a loon.  {Laughter} 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any friends from your hometown who served in the war with you? 

Veteran: No.  There was a guy that I met once I got to training that was from near my 

hometown, but then he and I both went to Vietnam.  He went over as a canvas 

sewer, and I went over as an infantryman. 

 

Interviewer: Other than boot camp, what kind of training did you receive before you went 

over? 

Veteran: With us, things were going hot and heavy, so they shortened our basic, and they 

shortened our AIT, which was Advanced Infantry Training.  AIT was making you 

an infantryman—a lot of hiking, and all different types of rifles and weapons, 

mortars and hand grenades, and the small squad tactics. 

 

Interviewer: You said you met the one guy in training.  Did you gain any other friends that 

you’re still in contact with? 

Veteran: Not now. 

 

Interviewer: How did your family feel whenever you were drafted in the war? 
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Veteran: They were all upset, because you knew pretty well that you were going to go to 

Vietnam.  Then once you were put in the infantry, you knew damned well where 

you were going. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have a girlfriend at the time you went off to serve? 

Veteran: No, I was lucky.  I didn’t. 

 

Interviewer: That was good, I guess.  When you were fighting, were you aware of how the war 

was going overall, or just your specific group or division? 

Veteran:  Everybody I knew counted days until you got to come home, and all you wanted 

to do was survive and come home, so all you did was take care of yourself.  We 

weren’t talking patriots here.  We were talking about a bunch of guys that wanted 

to get home as soon as they could. 

 

Interviewer: When you were fighting, did you always have a specific objective, or were you 

just patrolling or monitoring? 

Veteran: We were always doing RIFs, Reconnaissance in Force.  They had several 

different operations we ran.  Generally it was just Reconnaissance in Force.  They 

would think there would be an enemy group someplace, and they’d run us in 

there and we’d sweep through the area to see if they were there.  Another case 

they’d call in artillery strikes on an area that they saw the enemy in, and they’d 

run us in there to count ‘crispy critters,’ is what we called them.  Another type of 

operation, we’d go out on road guard.  We’d ride on these ATCs.  The enemy 

always wanted to blow the tanker trucks that were carrying jet fuel and airplane 

fuel, and stuff like that, and we’d go out and lime the road when they’d go 

through. 

 

Interviewer: Did you come in contact with many civilians?  I understand you were in the 

jungle at lot of the time. 

Veteran: None to talk to—just wave at.   

 

Interviewer: Did you have any problems with the Viet Cong, the actual rebels inside South 

Vietnam that were civilian fighting for North Vietnam? 
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Veteran: We’d go into areas that they’d tell us that there were no ‘friendlies,’ and it didn’t 

matter what it was—it was shot.  No matter how old or what sex or anything.  

From that perspective, you couldn’t touch cans because there were so many 

booby traps.  We saw two types.  The black pajamas were the Viet Cong, but in 

the north we were running up against the enemy with camouflage fatigues on. 

 

Interviewer: How did the civilians treat you overall?  Did they run, did they wave? 

Veteran: No, if we were going through the villages, they would wave.  I’ll never forget one 

village we were going through, and you know the Vietnamese all look the 

same—you know what I mean—but we rode by this one hooch, and I’m lying on 

top of an ATC, and I look down and standing in the door was this white haired 

Caucasian fellow, and our eyes just happened to meet.  We were going by pretty 

fast, and he smiled and waved at me, and I waved at him.  That guy stuck in my 

mind wondering what he was doing out there in the middle of nowhere.  Had a 

couple of Vietnamese wives. 

 

Interviewer: What do you remember most specifically about your time in the war? 

Veteran: Just the burden.  If you’d have taken the enemy out of there and just put guys 

over there to carry all the water and food and everything on our backs in those 

elements, that was bad enough.  My whole platoon was passing worms.  We all 

had ringworm with secondary infections, just those kind of things.  Then on top 

of that there’s this guy trying to kill you over there.  It was just that kind of a 

burden. 

 

Interviewer: Was there anything you learned during your training or your fighting that you still 

use or implement in your everyday life?  Like your structure system or anything 

like that? 

Veteran: No, just kind of a general outlook on life.  I mean, everybody’s got to die 

sometime.  Death, I can tell means something different to me than it does to other 

people. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel that your time in the war changed you or your personality? 
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Veteran: Absolutely.  There was me before the war, and then there’s me after the war.  I 

was two different people, and Vietnam never leaves you, and that’s the truth. 

 

Interviewer: That’s actually all I’ve got.  That was an interview with Mike Shields on April 

24, 2003. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


