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Interviewer: I am talking with Johney L. Harvey on 11/30/01, in Room 207 in the Social 

Science Building. 

  

 Are you aware, Mr. Harvey, that this interview is being taped? 

Veteran: And you may tape it. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you stationed at? 

Veteran: I was aboard a ship in the Navy. 

 

Interviewer: How many men were on your ship? 

Veteran: The first ship I was on there wasn’t but 36 men.  It was a cargo ship—they called 

it a K7.  The second ship I was on was an AK313, which was a cargo ship that 

was converted into an ammunition ship during the Korean War, and it had 

approximately 130 on it—a small ship. 

 

Interviewer: Did you volunteer to go? 

Veteran: Oh, yeah, I volunteered.  I joined the Navy June 1, 1947.  Spent four years, 

eleven months, and fifteen days, and was discharged on May 5, 1952—five years. 

 

Interviewer: How was your family when you left? 

Veteran: We lived in East Texas, and my dad got a wild hair and wanted to farm 

everything in East Texas, and I said, “Uh, uh, not for me,” and so I went in the 

service.  Wasn’t no war taking place, see, and so I thought it was safe—I thought. 
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Interviewer: Who did you fight? 

Veteran: I didn’t fight anybody.  I was in the Korean War.  In the Navy, it was different to 

any other service.  I felt sorry for the Marines and the Army, of course.  We 

called them “jar heads” and “dog faces.”  That’s what sailors called them, but 

they had it rough.  I was onboard the ship, and so it was a big difference. 

 

Interviewer: What was your training like onboard? 

Veteran: I was a radio operator, so consequently the only bad thing that I really run into 

was the long hours.  When you’d listen to that Morse Code for a long time, it had 

a tendency to effect you.  But I had it real good. 

 

Interviewer: What did you think about the Red Scare? 

Veteran: I felt like I was awfully blessed that I went into the type of service that I did when 

I did.  I was tempted to go into the Marines, and I was tempted to go into the 

Army and the Air Force, but I chose the Navy.  I think the Lord was with me.  

My mother told me that when I was over there in Korea my dad was crying, 

because he and I had had disagreements before I went in, and if something had 

happened to me he wouldn’t have been able to handle it.  He felt like it was his 

fault that I went into the service, but it really wasn’t. 

 

Interviewer: How did you have contact with your family? 

Veteran: Letters only.  I called one time from Japan to Seattle, Washington, and had them 

make an appointment about twenty-four hours ahead of time to be right there at 

the telephone.  I don’t know if it was a land line, because they didn’t have 

satellite back then.  So mail mostly. 

 

Interviewer: What did you think of the G.I. Bill of Rights? 

Veteran: I liked it.  It was real good.  I took advantage of it, but not full advantage of it.  It 

was real good. 

 

Interviewer: Did you think the president made the right decisions about the war? 

Veteran: He wanted to get to end the war, so he was the one that made the decision to drop 

the atomic bomb in World War II on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  He’s the one that 
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made that decision to end World War II.  When the Korean War broke out about 

five years later, he didn’t want to get into it.  Truman was president, and he’s the 

one that extended me another year.  See, I signed up for four years, the Korean 

War broke out, and so I stayed for five years rather than four, and so 

consequently when he did me like that, I never did speak to him again.  But I 

enjoyed the service.  It was a good experience.  I saw some places I’d have never 

seen.   

 

 As far as what went on, we just realized that North Korea invaded South Korea, 

and we felt like we should get down there.  We lost a lot of good mem because of 

it.  I guess that’s the first time the world realized that the United States wanted 

freedom for everybody—not only America.  We can’t see some bigger country 

try to pick on a little country, just like what happened in Vietnam.  North 

Vietnam invaded South Vietnam, and we lost a lot of good men in there, too.  I 

guess we always felt like we were the world’s police force.  Felt like the world’s 

peacekeepers. 

 

Interviewer: What do you think about the bombing and everything going on now? 

Veteran: In Afghanistan, I’m all for it.  If you don’t take the war to those people—the 

terrorists—you can’t hurt them.  You go in there and let them suffer the way we 

suffered—and of course we don’t want to hurt their families—but war is war, and 

if we have send our people in there, some civilians are going to get killed.  We 

can’t help it, but we’ve got to get those people. 

 

Interviewer: What do think about the Korean War being called the Forgotten War? 

Veteran: Many of today’s people weren’t here to start with or they weren’t alive long 

enough to remember it.  The federal government never did classify it as a war.  

The government just called it a police action, but it wasn’t a police action because 

too many people got killed.  It was actually a war, and we fought it on their land. 

 

Interviewer: What was it like on a regular day? 

Veteran: I was in the Navy, see, so I had it easy.  On the last ship I was on we had a full 

commander as captain of the ship.  I think he’s the same thing as a major in the 
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Army, or may a colonel.  A colonel is a commander and a major is a lieutenant, 

so we had the same thing as a full colonel as our captain.  I can’t even think of his 

name. 

 

Interviewer: So ya’ll didn’t have any equipment on board, like weapons? 

Veteran: Oh, yeah, but I was on a cargo ship, you see.  Of course, the only firepower we 

had might have been a little three-inch gun in the back.  It had a shell about this 

big around.  Have you ever been to the Battleship Texas out here?  You ought to 

go, because that’s one of the smaller guns.  They’ve got fourteen-inch guns, and 

those shells are about this big around.  You could shoot it three miles.  Now 

sixteen-inch guns were on the big Missouri, which is decommissioned now.  It 

takes a lot of power to fire those.  Aboard my ship, we weren’t worried at that 

time about their air force, because they didn’t have one.  They had some Korean 

jets, but nothing compared to what we had, so we didn’t have any real firepower. 

 

Interviewer: So, you were never held captive? 

Veteran: No, we were sitting in Pousan Harbor one night, and they started dropping 

bombs, but we were real fortunate.  That’s one of the nights I stayed up all night 

on the radio.  We didn’t have it near as bad as some of those guys. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any friends in the Navy? 

Veteran: I had a bunch of them—everybody was my friend.  I had slues of ‘em.  Now, 

don’t ask me what their names were, I don’t remember.  That’s where I made my 

big mistake.  I should have carried me a diary and gotten all my friends names, 

but most of them are dead now, because that was fifty years ago—1951 to 2001. 

 

Interviewer: What was your food like? 

Veteran: Food in the Navy is the best in the world.  That’s one reason I went in the Navy.  

If you’re able to eat, they’ll have it.  We had three meals a day every day.  And 

guys in the Army, if they got a hot meal once a week, they were lucky, and we 

got three of ‘em every day.  Had a good clean bed to sleep in every night. 

 

Interviewer: Did ya’ll sleep in bunks or in a regular bed? 
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Veteran: Yeah, we had bunks.  We called ‘em racks in the Navy.  In the Army I think they 

called ‘em bunks, but they’re racks.  They don’t know how to talk in the Army 

{laughter}.  Like in the Army, they call a toilet a latrine.  A toilet is not a latrine, 

it’s a head.  Where you eat, they call it a mess hall, but we call it a galley, and 

you don’t have no stairs in the Navy.  Did you know that?  You’ve got ladders.  

Everything is a ladder—you don’t crawl up the stairs, you crawl up a ladder.  It’s 

topside, bottomside, port—which is left, starboard—that’s right…little things like 

that.  You don’t have floors in the Navy; even in the wooden barracks they call it 

a deck.  That’s about all I can think of.  I went from here to San Diego, and from 

there to San Francisco, and back to San Diego, then back to San Francisco, and 

San Francisco to Guam, and I spent eighteen months onboard ship in Guam.  

Then we went to all the islands around Guam—there’s a lot of islands out there, 

you see.  We delivered supplies to those islands, and in return they paid for the 

supplies with dried coconut, called cocoa, and you’d take a dried coconut and 

make shampoo and hand lotion.  There’s a lot things you can use coconut oil for.  

After eighteen months onboard ship, we came back to San Francisco, and came 

home for two months, went back to San Francisco and they shipped me to Seattle, 

Washington.  In Seattle I caught this other ship, and we made runs from Seattle to 

Kodiak, Alaska.  Then when the war broke out, we got our orders to go down to 

California to Port Chicago.  That’s when they converted our ship over to an 

ammunition ship.  Then we went to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, then we went to 

Guam, and while I was there I saw my old ship that I had been on eighteen 

months, and saw my friends that were still on it.  From Guam we went from there 

to Japan, from Japan to Korea, and that took place in 1951, and then I came back 

to Seattle, Washington.  It was close to time for me to get discharged, so I got off 

the ship, and got discharged while I was right there in Seattle.  I was in four 

years, eleven months, and fifteen days.  I was a radio operator, which I enjoyed, 

and after I got out of the service, I went to radio school in Beaumont.  I went over 

there and got my radio-telephone license first class, so that gave me the 

qualifications to go to work for a radio station.  I was real fortunate that after I got 

out of school I went to a little radio station in Palestine, Texas.  If I’m not 

mistake, it was KNET, which was 250 watts.  I stayed up there for about six 

weeks starving to death—wasn’t making very much, so I came back home.  So, 
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KTRH in Houston, a 50,000 watt station, Houston’s largest radio station, called 

me, and so I went to work for them for ten years as an engineer.  After that I went 

to work for DuPont and worked there for nearly thirty years, and then I retired, 

and here I am—still retired.  See, you’ve got my life history. 

 

Interviewer: That’s a lot. 

Veteran: Very interesting—I’ve had a very good life.  The Lord has really blessed me.  I 

got married in 1955.  We were married forty-six years to the day when she passed 

away.  It was her birthday, also.  A good woman.  It’s hard to believe that she’s 

gone, but she is.  And that was last March—March of 2000. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


