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I arrived ten minutes early prior to the scheduled time to meet Mr. Edel Schlckman for his interview. Not 
knowing exactly what to expect, I took my time gathering my materials together in the car. I wondered, would 
Mr. Schickman be like the Korean War veteran I worked with who enjoyed telling stories of his battles and 
teaching me what little judo he remembered . Or would he be like the many Vietnam veterans that enter my office 
each week and sadly tell stories of trauma and drug use, or perhaps do not speak at all. Or maybe I could expect 
someone like my grandfather, a big burly man who spoke of frontline battles and D-Day as bedtime stories 
(always heavy on the patriotism). None of these examples would serve as a guide for the man I was soon to meet. 
A true patriot, I believe, who owed no allegiance to our flag but pledged it anyway, whose weapon was his mind 
and his muscle, and whose commitment to the U.S. Armed Forces surpasses that of a war that lasted four years. 

Approaching the house, I saw the figure of a man a good foot or so shorter than I. When he spoke, his voice 
was raspy and high pitched, yet the smile that stretched from ear to ear made me feel welcome from the start. His 
heavy accent offered some obstacles to understanding and spumed my curiosity. This, I found, was a story in 
and of itself. It was easy to see from the start, however, what Mr. Schickman believed was most germane and 
impressionable about himself. He first led me to several framed certificates on the wall. One in particular was 
an Applied Science Degree from Lee College, appropriately funded by the G.l. Bill. 

After introductions had ceased and the formalities of release forms were done, we sat down to begin the 
interview. First, Mr. Schickman presented me with a paper outlining his service. He served in the 347th Regiment 
of Combat Engineers and the ASCZ Regulatory Station commanded by Harry S. Hulen. At age 29 he was drafted 
into the Army in 1942 where he served for four years. Mr. Schickman also made it clear that he had six years of 
previous service in the National Guard in Houston as an engineer from 1929-35. He made $1.15 a day while 
serving in the National Guard and comments that finances were a major reason for joining. It was also a means 
of gaining 15 days vacation time a year! Prior to his service, Mr. Schickman ran a winery which, he comments, 
was not very useful experience for him. In fact, upon returning home, he quit the winery business because he had 
witnessed the abuse of alcohol during his service abroad. 

Mr. Schickman was drafted two months after the attack on Pearl Harbor. He commented on the anger and 
sadness he felt upon hearing of the attack. The draft, he felt, was very much a necessity and he longed to go at that 
point. He received a letter to go to the old Houston City Hall on Travis Street for a physical . He remarked that 
as fast as you got the physical, you were in the service. The army was particular, though. The man in line before 
him was not accepted because he was 25 lbs. overweight. Mr. Schickman was 40 lbs. overweight at the time, yet 
his six years National Guard service along wiH1 his stature, made him look somewhat more valuable. 

Mr. Schickman believes that if your country needs you to fight you should go. He commented tl1at many 
Christians do not know that Hitler killed over 4 million Christians and over 25 thousand gypsies simply because 
they were "peculiar." He even killed the "inferior" among his own people. The draft was, at this time necessary 
and his opinion has not changed since. 

He received most of his training as an engineer in the National Guard. When he was enlisting, he was asked 
by his commander how old he was, and he said "17." 1l1e commander said he had to be 18 to enlist in the Guard. 
After a rather lengthy discussion, the commander asked him again for his age. Upon the second inquiry, Mr. 
Schickman said he was 18. His commander then welcomed him into the National Guard. 

On December 7, 1941, he and his wife were enjoying a ride around Conroe when they heard on the radio that 
Pearl Harbor had been attacked. He couldn't believe it, and recalls feeling very sad and expecting tl1e draft. He 
believed his leave-taking from his family was necessary and couldn't be helped. 

Upon being drafted in February of 1942, Mr. Schickman went to a post in Louisiana and was quickly moved 
to Camp Kilmer in New Jersey. Two months after that he found himself on the SS Brazil headed overseas. He then 
attended the Baily Bridge School in Whales, England, to learn how to assemble the Baily Bridge. Because his job 
was to repair and assemble bridges and roads that had been damaged by bombs, his company was located close 
to the frontlines but saw no actual combat. He does recall, however, that Germany had a good gun that sat on 
top of a hill. He had to repair much of the damage it caused to roads and bridges. 
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The equipment, clothing, and rations the combat engineers were supplied were very good, and the leadership 
of the officers was strict. Some of the best off-duty recreation was the dances held in England. 

He commented on his disagreement with racial discrimination in the Army. The white soldiers would go into 
town for three nights and then the black would go the next three nights. Blacks were mostly truck drivers, so they 
obviously had the upper hand in obtaining food. However, they suffered much verbal abuse from white sergeants 
in his company. 

He recalled that the soldiers received money, but there was really nothing to buy. Many of the soldiers 
received free food from civilian cafes and even sold the cigarettes in Paris. The men in his company enjoyed the 
atmosphere and good morale that surrounded their job. The information in the Stars and Stripes updated them 
on Allied progress, and the notification leaflets dropped by American planes let them know where the front lines 
were. He commented that soldiers seemed to pay more attention to the leaflets than the civilians who were famous 
for occupying their cellars rather than getting out of the area. 

When Mr. Schickman's company was not repairing roadways, they were involved in exercises and drills. 
They were never committed to any combat, but remained ready for anything. In fact, many of the Germans he 
saw were already captured. To this day his impression of the enemy is not one of formidability. He comments 
that all the Germans looked "whipped." The men in his company seemed to have a good relationship with the 
civilians. 

Mr. Schickman describes his homecoming as "heaven." It was wonderful to get back home to his wife and 
family. Furthermore, jobs were available then, and he started his own furniture business when he returned . 

To this day he feels free to speak about his involvement in the war with anyone. He has seen a lot of countries 
during his lifetime, and still believes that America is the best country of all. His involvement in the war made him 
more definite about his political views, and his experiences resulted in an increased involvement in politics. He 
believes that his pride in this country contributed mostto his involvement in the war and if he had to do over again, 
he wouldn't change a thing. 

Mr. Schickman's heritage is probably one of the more interesting things about him. Born in the Ukraine, he 
was one year old when his father deserted from the Russian Army. This was the period of time when the Czar 
Nicholas was in power. He traveled to Galveston, Texas, in hopes that his family could follow someday soon. 
Within three days he had a job with the Southern Pacific Railroad. Meanwhile, he and his mother and sister lived 
with his grand parents. Shortly after the Communist party came into power, his grandfather witnessed a woman 
being raped and murdered. He died two days later of "a broken heart," and his grandmother died shortly 
thereafter. Soon afterward, his family decided to escape to Romania where they lived for two months. They were 
able to find help from the Romanian people and went to Czechoslovakia and other countries until they boarded 
a ship in France. All the papers that stated his father was an American citizen had come through, so upon arrival 
in New York tickets on the Southern Pacific train were waiting to take them to Houston. 

Edel Schickman earned the European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, Silver Star, Good Conduct 
Medal, and an E.T.O. U.S. Army Certificate of Merit in recognition of conspicuously meritorious and outstanding 
performance of military duty. He served six years in the National Guard, four years in the Army, and 26 years 
all together in the reserves for a country he grew to call his home. But more importantly he earned my respect 
and the respect of many generations to follow. 
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