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Q: Date and place of enlistment? 
A: April21, 1936, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all? 
A: I was with the Atlantic Refinery Company in the sales promotion department. I started in the service stations 

and went from there to the main office. One of the commanders of the Atlantic Refining at that time, Captain 
Koolline, was also commanding Company C of the engineers, and through him I got a job with Atlantic 
Refinery. Of course, the training I got with Atlantic Refinery Co. was very useful in helping me to obtain a 
commanding position. 

Q: How and why did you join the service? 
A: Well, I liked it for one thing and also my ancestors all the way back to the American Revolutionary War had 

been in the service. 

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved. 
A: I volunteered. 

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair? 
A: Absolutely. 

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
A: I was watching a movie in Larikston, Penn. An announcement came over the loudspeaker that all servicemen 

would return to their units . 

Q: What was your reaction to that attack? 
A: Anger. 

Q: Where did you train as a recruit? 
A: National Guard Armory on Broad Street in Philadelphia. Then from there I went to Indiana Towngap, Penn. 

Q: In what specialties were you trained? 
A: Marksmanship, bridge building, explosives, and the normal duties of a soldier. 

Q: Did you apply for Ranger, Paratrooper, or other voluntary additional training? 
A: U.S. Rangers. 

Q: Why did you seek such training? 
A: I wanted to do a little something more than what I had been doing. 

Q: If you entered an officers' training program, how were you selected for it? 
A: I guess I was appointed. 

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas? 
A: I learned how to duck. · 
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Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service? 
A: I was in Indiana Towngap, Pennsylvania, and went from there to Fort Mead, Maryland, Camp Alexandria, 

Louisiana, and Fort Hood, Texas to help build that camp. This was all before the war. I then went to Camp 
Gordon Johnson, Florida (between Apalachicola and Caloosahatchee) and we built that camp; from there to 
Camp Rooker, Alabama and Brownwood, Texas. 

Q: Why did you fight? 
A: I was angry and retribution was what I was looking for. 

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service? 
A: When we first went over, we didn't have all the new weapons. So what we had, I think, was adequate. At 

least we could use them with good purpose. 

Q: Were they reliable? 
A: Oh, absolutely. 

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued? 
A: Sometimes we were hungry, but we usually had enough. The rations were as good as you could get under 

the circumstances, I guess, and also under the conditions we were living in. 

Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered? 
A: They were adequate. 

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs? 
A: I think they did the best they could under the circumstances, because everything was new or being 

manufactured. We didn't have everything we needed, but we had to make-do. 

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service? 
A: When I was an enlisted man, your officers (as a rule) were as new as everything was to them. They did the 

best they could. I don't think there was too much griping. 

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership? 
A: We had a few that were exceptionally good leaders. We had a few that were not so good, of course. There's 

good and bad in almost every territory you go into as far as personnel is concerned . 

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men? 
A: I would say your noncoms and your company grade officers. Of course, we had some mighty good 

commanding officers, too. 

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time? 
A: At first it was fair to mediocre. Then later we had to tighten down and it got better. 

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common? 
A: We had the U.S.O., of course, and little traveling shows that came in to entertain the troops. But right before 

the war, we had to get our outfit together and didn't have a lot of time for frivolities. 

Q: How adequate was medical care? 
A: I would say it was exceptional. 

Q: Describe the health of your unit. 
A: Excellent. 
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Q: What songs were popular during your military service? 
A: "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company C" by the Andrews Sisters, "Don't Sit Under the Apple Tree With 

Anyone Else But Me," etc. We didn't have much time to listen to songs because we were in intensive training. 

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service? 
A: "Loose Lips Sink Ships," "Keep Your Mouth Shut," and "Uncle Sam Wants You." 

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination? 
A: No. Of course, at the time I joined the service blacks were not included in the ranks, but were included in 

everything else. A soldier was a soldier as far as I was concerned. If a man is a man, he's a man regardless 
of what color, race, or creed. 

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction? 
A: I was glad. 

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination? 
A: My real destination from the beginning was to defeat Hitler and his horde. 

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served? 
A: They gave us as much information as they knew at that time. A few of the older officers had been in those 

countries before, but for the most part we were all new at this thing, so most of the information we had was 
tactical. 

Q: What were your first impressions of service abroad? How, if at all did your views change? 
A: I wanted to get over there, get it over with, and get back. 

Q: Did you ever work with or alongside Allied or foreign auxiliary, irregular, resistance, or guerrilla troops? 
A: Yes, English. They were fighters, too. They didn't take a back seat for nobody. They were grand people. 

Q: What was their attitude toward U.S. forces? 
A: As I said, we were all new and we were all anguished. I think they received us very well until a lot of us made 

horses' butts of ourselves. 

Q: Describe a "typical day" in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines. 
A: We rested, cleaned up, shaved, and ate whatever we could get. 

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters? 
A: From what I understand, the Japanese in the Pacific were snakes in the grass. The Italians were wishy-washy 

and the Germans were very much the soldier. And if you were captured by the Germans, you were treated 
very fine, but they were more strict, too. The Italians had too many kinfolks inN ew York. The Japanese were 
a brutal bunch. 

Q: How well-trained, well-led, and well-armed did they seem to be? 
A: The Germans were exceptionally well armed. Their tanks, weaponry and big guns were exceptional. I guess 

at that time the Germans had the best artillery of any outfit. 

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people? 
A: The ordinary German soldier followed his orders. But as far as being mean or anything like that, I don't think 

they were. Other than the Gestapo and SS, the ordinary German soldier was a pretty nice guy. 

Q: How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after your encountered them in battle? 
A: When I first went over there, of course, it was all hate. And then, after I met some of the German prisoners 

I found they were nice. 
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Q: Were you ever a prisoner of war? If so, when and where were you captured? 
A: I was captured in Italy and taken back to a base camp where I managed to get away. 

Q: How were you treated by the soldiers who captured you? 
A: The Italians joked a lot. They all came around to tell us how many kinfolks they had in the United States. 

Q: Where were you held? 
A: I was held at a little old stockade about midway into Italy, and I didn't like it so I left. 

Q: Please describe your experiences during captivity. 
A: I didn't have enough to find out. 

Q: What factors influenced morale in the POW camp? 
A: I was only there about a day and a half. 

Q: Were you wounded in the war? If so, where? 
A: Yes. I was wounded in North Africa slightly and again slightly in Italy. I got my most serious wounds from 

explosives three months after I got back from overseas. I was at Camp Hood, Texas, and I was trying to correct 
a mistake made by another man in the bomb unit. I took all precautions, but evidently the Lord wanted to 
see me get hurt, so I did. I spent the next four years in the hospital. 

Q: Did you capture any enemy prisoners? 
A: Oh, yes. On a forward reconnaissance mission, we went out to get prisoners and that's what we did. 

Q: Did you help liberate enemy prison camps or concentration camps? 
A: No, I didn't get that far . 

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use. 
A: Of course there were rumors; what we called chain rumors, about it, but we knew something was happening. 

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb? 
A: I thought they should have used more than just the two. 

Q: Has that opinion since changed? If so, how? 
A: No, it has not changed. 

Q: If you assisted in the establishment of Civil Affairs governments in liberated friendly countries, please 
describe your experiences. 

A: I didn't. 

Q: If you encountered Displaced Persons, from which countries or ethnic groups did they predominantly come? 
A: I was associated with some of the Free French. And some of the people in Italy that were not totally 

disillusioned by Mussolini and some Germans. But they hadn't been brainwashed by the Fuhrer and so they 
were pretty intelligent people. 

Q: How were they treated by American and other Allied soldiers? 
A: I think the American boys treated them good. They kidded with the Italians (probably because we had so 

many Italians in other forces), and the Germans were treated with respect. 

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive? 
A: Purple Heart, of course, Star Sea and Legion of Merit. 
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Q: Describe your welcome home to the United States. 
A: Oh, they had stacks and stacks of cold milk. Of course, we were all starved to death for milk. They treated 

us with the bands and what have you. We were quite happy to be back. 

Q: Your date and place of discharge. 
A: Fort Sam Houston General Hospital, the latter part of 1948. I was retired with 100% disability. I had almost 

a year of terminal leave coming, so I was actually in the service after I was discharged from the service. 

Q: How, if at all, were your military skills or military education transferable to civilian life? 
A: When I got in the service, we had these different schools, and quite a few of us took advantage of them. I went 

to every school that the U.S. Army had available to broaden my knowledge. But for the first three, four, or 
five years after I got out of the service, I weighed less than 100 lbs., so there wasn't too much that I could do. 

Q: Describe the ease or difficulty with which you readapted to civilian life and the influence your overall military 
experience had on that readjustment. 

A: I think any man with average intelligence can adapt himself back from military life. With what I had seen and 
the hardships I had been through, it gave me a smoother attitude. I was pretty hot headed before, but I was 
a little more level headed after the war. 

Q: If you went to college or trade school under the G.l. Bill after the war, please name the school. 
A: I went to college before the war, when there wasn't a G.l. Bill. 

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why? 
A: My dad, some of the other ex-G.I.'s, some of the other officers I'd been with and trained with, and some of 

the other people that I was in the hospital that were wounded. It's sort of hashing over old times. It doesn' t 
bother me. 

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to prospects for world stability? 
A: World stability after the war? We were entirely too lenient with our !oO-called Allies, such as Russia and a few 

of the others. And we were too lenient on some of the wartime victims. We were too gullible to carry through 
what we should have. 
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