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Veteran: KEOHAN, Lee P. 

Service Branch: AIR FORCE 

Interviewer: Keohan, Carrie 

Date of Interview: March 30, 2003 

Date of Transcription: June 25, 2003 

Transcriptionist: Terry Moore 

 

Highlights of Service: Vietnam; Germany; Also served in Merchant Marines, Army 

National Guard, and stateside in Air National Guard during 

Desert Storm 

  

 

Interview conducted by telephone.  Voice quality very poor for large portion of tape. 

 

Interviewer: What wars have you fight or participate in? 

Veteran: In was the regular Air Force between 1970 and 1974.  I was honorably 

discharged. 

 

Interviewer: Why did you get honorably discharged? 

Veteran: I had just under six months left on my enlistment, and of course I was stationed in 

Germany.  I had a choice to get an early out or I could extend my enlistment 

about a year and get to shipped stateside.  I had about three days under six months 

left, and if I had six months or more left I wouldn’t have had a choice.  I would 

have had to stay in and complete my enlistment, but that’s the way the Air Force 

operated back then, so it wasn’t a black mark or anything.  They gave you a 

choice, and I took the early out. 

 

Interviewer: Did you join the military right after you graduated high school? 

Veteran: I was in the service during the time of the Vietnam War, and also I was based in 

Germany for two years.  We had the Baaeer-Meinhof (spelled by veteran) 

terrorist gangs running all over the country and blowing things up, and attacking 

American targets. 

 

Interviewer: Where did you do your basic training? 

Veteran: Lackland Air Force Base—the only one the Air Force has. 
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Interviewer: How long did your basic training last? 

Veteran: Six weeks.   

 

Interviewer: What field were you in? 

Veteran: I was in transportation.  I was a truck driver.  Sometimes I had to haul officers 

and aircraft crew members around.  Other times, I’d haul cargo.   

 

Interviewer: Where was your tech school at? 

Veteran: At Lowry Air Force Base, Colorado.  I was supposed to have been a B-52 

tailgunner.  They put me in school to be a B-52 tailgun mechanic, but there 

weren’t really any mechanics.  They were mostly electronics, because the gun is 

computer controlled.  Of course, this was back in 1970, and the gunner didn’t sit 

by the gun.  He sat up forward with the rest of the crewmembers.  He’d just look 

on a TV screen and put the crosshairs on a target, and it would take over and 

calculate trajectory and all that kind of stuff.  I didn’t want to be a mechanic.  I 

wanted to be tailgunner, because I wanted to be a critical member.  I had extra 

pay, because I had combat duty, hazardous duty, flight, and TDY pay, and no 

income tax when you’re in a combat zone.  In fact, I don’t know if they still do 

that, but I got out of that due to transportation. 

 

Interviewer: Was Vietnam when you decided to be a gunner? 

Veteran: Yeah, but I never went to Vietnam. 

 

Interviewer: The war was going on though when you went into the Air Force, right? 

Veteran: Oh, yes, it was definitely going on. 

 

Interviewer: After tech school, where were you stationed? 

Veteran: When I got out, I was called under the G.I. Bill.  In the summer months, I worked 

on a ship that was a training vessel for the New York State Maritime Academy, 

and while I was aboard that ship I was considered a member of the Merchant 

Marines.  I think I still have the papers showing I was working on these various 

ships in the summer. 
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Interviewer: What did you do? 

Veteran: I worked in the galley just doing cooking and the dishes.  Usually they had the 

cadets pulling the grunt work like that.  We more or less took care of doing the 

inventory and supervising what went on the galley.  I got paid $150 a week, 

which was good money back then, and so I traveled overseas every summer and 

got to go to Europe.  Had a great time. 

 

Interviewer: So, are you considered a Vietnam vet? 

Veteran: Oh, yes.  Also a Desert Storm veteran. 

 

Interviewer: What did you do for Vietnam? 

Veteran: I went to Lackland for basic for six weeks, then went to Lowry Air Force Base in 

Denver for about eight weeks.  I was transferred to Myrtle Beach Air Force Base 

in South Carolina and stayed there for a year, and then I got orders to go to 

Germany and spent three years over there at Stuttgart, Germany—at 4007 

Airbase Squadron.  Then I got sent to New Jersey where I was eventually 

discharged.  I already had my orders in Germany. 

 

Interviewer: While you were in Germany you were a truck driver? 

Veteran: Oh, yes. 

 

Interviewer: What exactly did you haul? 

Veteran: You name it, I drove it.  If it had wheels, I drove it.  Sometimes we carried 

aircraft parts, jet engines, laundry, whatever needed to get hauled.  I did that for 

almost three and a half years.  I also did that in South Carolina. 

 

Interviewer: So, after Germany you went to New Jersey.  Where in New Jersey? 

Veteran: I’m not really sure, but I was in the 4007 Squadron, and I think the base was 

named after the squadron.  Something else I did while I was in Germany, I used 

to have to make these mail runs at night and pick up top secret documents. 

 

Interviewer: It was a secret that you were delivering it? 

Veteran: Well, I had top secret security clearance—had to have that in order to do it. 
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Interviewer: So, you were discharged in New Jersey, and then you were out of the service for 

good? 

Veteran: I went to college. 

 

Interviewer: When did you decide to be in the Air National Guard? 

Veteran: I’m trying to remember what year it was.  I think it was about 1984. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have to apply for it? 

Veteran: I knew how to figure it out.  I was in the National Guard for six years.  They had 

a program called “Try it out for one year,” and if you didn’t like it you could get 

out. 

 

Interviewer: Did you get paid for it? 

Veteran: Oh, yeah, you’d get paid for it.  You signed a contract for one year to try it out, 

and if you didn’t want to stay in you could get out and get an honorable 

discharge.  What I did, because I wanted to get paid more than if I’d been in the 

Air National Guard, I transferred from the Army National Guard to the Air 

National Guard. 

 

Interviewer: What’s the difference? 

Veteran: I just couldn’t see for the same amount of pay getting almost run over by a tank 

and digging foxholes.  We stayed up literally for days on end, just like those poor 

guys over in Iraq are doing right now. 

 

Interviewer: When did you switch? 

Veteran: Just spent one year in the Army National Guard, and then I switched to the Air 

National Guard.  I was in a combat engineer battalion. 

 

Interviewer: Did you go every other weekend or one weekend out of the month? 

Veteran: One weekend a month; two weeks every summer. 
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Interviewer: What did you do when Desert Storm broke out in ‘91? 

Veteran: The air war had already started, and I hadn’t been called up.  This was in 

December, I think it was.  I believe it was a Friday night and I was working the 

graveyard shift.  I showed up for work and went down to the unit where I was 

working at Solvay.  My partner was already there, and when I walked into the 

door of the control room, he said, “Your sergeant called.  He said to pack your 

bag and get ready to go tomorrow.”  I said, “You’re kidding.”  He said, “Nope, 

give him a call.”  So, I called my sergeant, and I didn’t have to be ready to go the 

next day, but I had to be ready to go by that Monday.  I had to go over to 

Ellington on Monday to get my orders, and on Tuesday or Wednesday there was 

five of us from Ellington that got activated.  Two when to Holliman Air Force 

Base, and three of us went to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Arizona.  

Basically, all we did during Desert Storm was all the senior NCOs had gone 

overseas to be in the war, and they had a bunch of young enlisted kids there, and 

they didn’t have anyone to oversee them, so basically we were just like 

babysitters to take over their training.  They couldn’t do their job because they 

hadn’t been trained for it yet.  It was pretty good duty. 

 

Interviewer: How long did you stay there? 

Veteran: About three and a half, maybe four months. 

 

Interviewer: And then Desert Storm was over, or your job was just over? 

Veteran: It was over, and I was given my release papers.  I got a plane ticket for your 

mother to come to Tucson.  I got an honorable discharge from the Air Force the 

first time in, and an honorable discharge from the Army National Guard, and an 

honorable discharge from the Air National Guard when I finally got out, and I 

was in the Air Force Reserve, but I didn’t do a diddly-squat thing in that.  If I 

wanted to go to active duty, I could tell them where I wanted to go and for how 

long, but I never did, and I got an honorable discharge from the Air Force 

Reserve, too.  Four honorable discharges. 
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Interviewer: How long were you in the reserves? 

Veteran: I guess from the time I got out of the Air National Guard until I reached a certain 

age. 

 

Interviewer: OK, Daddy, that’s all.   

Veteran: OK. 

 

{END OF INTERVIEW} 


