
VETERAN: 

HIGHEST RANKIGRADE: 

INTERVIEWED BY: 

foE D. CRANE 
CoLONEL 
JoDIE CRANE 

I learned so much about my grandfather while doing this interview. There were things I never knew about 
him that I found out just by asking. I am so proud to have a colonel as a grandfather, and I am fascinated by his 
stories and experiences. Not only am I proud, but he is also. This was very apparent during the interview, and 
he was so eager to share his life with me. I am sure you will be just as fascinated by his stories as I was and able 
to feel the pride with which he speaks. 

Q: When did you join the Army? 
A: My father passed away in 1936, so I had to quit school to help support my family. I then joined the Army in 

1939. . 

Q: Tell about your early training in the military. 
A: I was assigned to Fort Bliss, Texas near El Paso. I was in basic training there and then assigned to Troop A, 

the 7th Calvary, which was part of the 1st Calvary Division at Fort Bliss. 

Q: What wars were you in? 
A: World War II and Korea. 

Q: What are your memories of December 7, 1941? 
A: I was still stationed at Fort Bliss. When the call came that Sunday morning, I was in the day room listening 

to the radio and they reported Pearl Harbor had been attacked by the Japanese. 

Q: Describe your feelings about the event. 
A: Well, like most of the other soldiers there, I was very upset that the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor and 

killed so many of our people. 

Q: How did you travel overseas? 
A: We traveled from Fort Bliss to San Francisco by rail, and then from San Francisco to Australia by a ship called 

the USS Monterrey. It was a luxury liner that had been converted into a military ship because of the war. 

Q: Discuss the combat training you were in. 
A: In Fort Bliss, we had undergone training, particularly jungle warfare training. Since El Paso was somewhat 

desolate, it was difficult for us to undergo jungle warfare training. So, we went to Brisbane, Australia, where 
we underwent six months of jungle warfare training. 

Q: Discuss some of the combat situations. 
A: Well, the first combat introduction was in New Guinea. The war was almost finished herewith the exception 

of a few left behind. We were given the job of finding and killing these left behind in New Guinea. We stayed 
in New Guinea for six months and were then committed to our first big action in the Admiralty Islands out 
in the Pacific. 

Q: Where did your unit go after New Guinea? 
A: When we left New Guinea, we went to the Admiralty Islands and were in three different battles. There was 

an island called Manus, which was the largest island and a smaller island called Haui. On both of these 
islands, battles were fought and the Japanese were forced out. Afterwards, we fought on smaller islands 
throughout the Admiralty chain. And after we cleared all of the Japanese out of these islands, we remained 
in a rest area for several months awaiting our transportation to the Philippines. 
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Q: Where did you go after you left the Admiralty Islands? 
A: When we left the Ad mira! ties, we were a part of the invasion force that landed in the Philippines. We landed 

on an island called Las Negros. Here we encountered many Japanese and many battles. There were battles 
in the sea, in the air, and on the ground . We spent several months clearing out that island. I recall spending 
Christmas of 1944 fighting the Japanese. As soon as we cleared that island, my division then landed on Luzon, 
which is the northern part of the Philippines. From there we made a dash for Manila and were the first to arrive 
in 1945. 

Q: Was that when you won the Silver Star and the Purple Heart? 
A: I received the Purple Heart after we captured Manila and released the American civilians that had been 

captured by the Japanese. We captured the Manila water works, which provided water from the Sea of 
Manila. Then they moved us eastward into the mountains to remove the Japanese. While engaged in battle 
to capture these mountains, my platoon went out on patrol and was hit by some Japanese. I was wounded, 
along with several of my men. I was evacuated to the hospital in Manila, and because of this I received the 
Purple Heart. 

After being released from the hospital, we moved on to the eastern part of Luzon. We were moving 
northward along the coastline, and my platoon was leading the regimental attack. We were advancing along 
this road, and the Japanese attempted to ambush us and began firing. We were so close that we had to do 
something, so my platoon charged the Japanese with our weapons and grenades. We eventually wiped out 
all of the Japanese that had attacked us. Because of this, I was awarded the Silver Star. 

Q: Explain the Silver Star? 
A: The Silver Star is the decoration for heroism. In order to get it you must exhibit bravery above and beyond 

the call of duty. 

Q: What leadership positions did you hold during the war? 
A: I started out as a private, and when the war started I was promoted to master sergeant. In the Admiralty 

Islands I was made master sergeant, which is the highest enlisted rank. When we arrived in the Philippines, 
I was made lieutenant of a platoon. And then a few days later, I was made second lieutenant by Gen. 
MacArthur. Then I was a troop commander, which was my highest position during World War II. 

Q: Describe where you were at the end of the war and your feelings at this time? 
A: We were in Luzon and got word that the war had ended. We were then placed on ships and went to Japan. 

Here we accepted the surrender of the Japanese army. And on September 3, 1945, the Japanese signed 
surrender terms for Gen. MacArthur. And we entered the Japanese Military Academy and accepted the 
surrender of all Japanese cadets. 

Q: What did you do after the war? 
A: I came back to the United States and was sent to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. I was processed 

there and released on vacation as a first lieutenant. I came to Athens, Texas where my wife lived and spent 
ninety days leave. After ninety days, I reported to Fort Knox, Kentucky. I spent six weeks there and was then 
told I was going to Germany. I did not want to go to Germany and asked to be released from the service at 
that time. They released me and I then entered college. In 1949, I finished college and went to work for General 
Dynamics. I worked there until1950when I was called back by the Army because of the Korean War. I then 
went to Fort Hood, Texas as a first lieutenant and joined the Second Armored Division. At Fort Hood and 
Fort Knox, I trained and prepared soldiers for the Korean War. 
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Q: Discuss your feelings about patriotism. 
A: I developed a patriotism that was rare. Unless you had seen and felt what I did in other countries, you could 

not possibly understand the love and admiration I have for my country. We have so much to be thankful for, 
and it is so sad that our privileges are taken so lightly. Other countries do not understand why we complain 
constantly when we have everything we could ever want. While in the military, I saw many non-democratic 
countries and developed a great sense of respect and admiration for our leaders and the country in which I 
live. And this is one of the many reasons why I spent 33 years of my life in the United States Army. I joined 
the Army to try to preserve the freedom we enjoy in this country. 

Q: Summarize your feelings and thoughts regarding your service during and after World War II. 
A: My service during World War II was very dear to me. I feel I made a great contribution to my country and 

those with whom I served. Also, my service since World War II is very dear to me and I take great pride in 
the U.S. Army and in this country. I would advise any young man or woman who feels that they should give 
to their country, to join the Army. I do not think there is any better way to serve your country than in this 
manner. 
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