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 Terry Moore 

 

Highlights of Service: World War II; Infantry; Discharged after training accident 
  

 

 

Interviewer: Are you aware that our conversation will be recorded, and that the tape and 

transcription will be placed in the Lee College library?  Do I have your 

permission to do that? 

Veteran: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: What is your name and age? 

Veteran: My name is Raymond D. Barajas.  I am 83 years old. 

 

Interviewer: What military branch were you affiliated with and when? 

Veteran: I was in the regular Army as an infantryman in 1943. 

 

Interviewer: What made you want to be involved in the military? 

Veteran: I was inducted in the service in 1943, and I had a job to do, so I was prepared to 

go in and do my job. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel about being drafted?  Were you scared? 

Veteran: No, not necessarily, because when I was taking my basic training I was told there 

was a job that had to be done and that’s all. 

 

Interviewer: Did you participate in any wars? 

Veteran: No. 

 

Interviewer: When you were in the service and you received training, what type of training did 

you receive? 
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Veteran: I got basic training and combat training. 

 

Interviewer: What did ya’ll do? 

Veteran: We went through physical fitness, learned how to assemble or disassemble a 

weapon, and we were trained to operate or discharge 30-30 machine guns, 50 

caliber machine guns, and 903 rifles in World War II. 

 

Interviewer: When you were in training, how did it prepare you for warfare?  Did you have a 

specific task you had to do in the training? 

Veteran: Yes.  We received combat training just to get ready for war? 

 

Interviewer: Why were you not involved in the war? 

Veteran: It’s going to be a long story, but when I was training in the service I was doing 

physical work up there, and finally the military found out that I had an injury 

while I was training. 

 

Interviewer: Where was that? 

Veteran: In my left ear. 

 

Interviewer: What happened? 

Veteran: My ear drum ruptured while we were firing the 50 caliber and 30-30 machine 

guns.   

 

Interviewer: What was your rank? 

Veteran: I was a corporal. 

 

Interviewer: How did you get to that position? 

Veteran: I got to be a corporal before going down the line.  During that time, when I found 

out that I was really sick I was sent to the hospital in Ft. Ord, California, and I 

was there for a few months.  I don’t know exactly how long I was there, but it 

was quite awhile before my discharge from the service. 
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Interviewer: Where did you get your training? 

Veteran: First I went from Baytown to San Antonio for my basic training; then after a few 

months I went to Camp Roberts and we continued our basic and combat training.  

Then we were sent to Ft. Ord, California, our port of embarkation, to go overseas. 

 

Interviewer: How many people were in your training unit? 

Veteran: There was a lot of people. 

 

Interviewer: What was the age range? 

Veteran: We had so many people that I couldn’t tell you how many there were.  I was 21 

years old when I was in the service, and more likely some of my buddies that 

were taking part in the training were about that age, also. 

 

Interviewer: After you were put in the hospital, did the rest of your unit go off to war? 

Veteran: Yes.  Later on after I was discharged I found out they had been shipped out 

overseas. 

 

Interviewer: Do you know where they were stationed? 

Veteran: Yes.  They were sent to the Philippines. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel about that?  Did you feel like your injury kind of helped you, or 

did you feel like you were missing out on the war? 

Veteran: I used to love the Army, and I used to love all of my buddies, and I felt kind of 

bad seeing my buddies go overseas and me have to stay behind, but there wasn’t 

nothing I could do.  My injuries told me that I had to go home. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel like it saved your life in a way? 

Veteran: That’s something I can’t say, because I had a brother-in-law—my wife’s 

brother—that was stationed at the same spot that I was, and he was sent over 

there and was stationed on Sabu Island in the Philippines, and just before the war 

was ended, he was killed in action. 

 

 



-4- 

Interviewer: Did you receive any medals when you got out? 

Veteran: The only medal I got was the Good Conduct medal. 

 

Interviewer: When you returned home from the hospital, what was the atmosphere like about 

the war? 

Veteran: This town was deserted.  All the buddies that I went to high school with were in 

the service, and I was just alone here.  I didn’t know what to do.  I couldn’t go 

back to the service, I couldn’t do nothing, so I stayed behind. 

 

Interviewer: Did the people in your town support the war? 

Veteran: Yes, they did.  A lot of people that I knew all supported the war.  It was a job that 

had to be done. 

 

Interviewer: Did the war change your perspective of the U.S. and international affairs?  Did 

you think when the U.S. got involved that it was the right thing to do? 

Veteran: No, the war did not change my perspective about the United States.  I think that 

whenever you have something like this, you have to be prepared and don’t think 

too much about it.  If you go to war, you have to go and serve your country. 

 

Interviewer: When you were stationed in San Antonio and California, did you write letters 

home? 

Veteran: I was single then.  Yes, I used to write my mom and used to tell her how I was 

doing.  Like I said before, I used to love the service, and I was very sorry that I 

had to leave. 

 

Interviewer: So, you would write about how you were doing? 

Veteran: I never wrote my mom and told her what I was doing out there.  I just told her I 

was doing O.K. 

 

Interviewer: How did she feel about you going off to war? 

Veteran: You know, when one of your sons goes in the service my mom was a little upset.  

Not because I was going into the service, but seeing me leave.  Just like all these 
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boys and girls, even if they volunteer for the service, their moms and dads 

attitude change, because they’re used to having their kids at home. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any close friends or family members that joined the military as you 

did at the same time, or did they join before you did? 

Veteran: When I was in the service, there were a lot of young men that went in like me.  

We trained together and got to know each other.  After we were separated, I 

forgot some of their names, and actually once in awhile I remember them, but I 

haven’t seen them since I got out of the service. 

 

Interviewer: Did the military tell you what type of conditions you were going to face if you 

were going to go to war? 

Veteran: When you were in the service, you never knew where you were going.  You just 

got in and got ready for it and they sent you.  You didn’t know anything about it 

until you were there.  We knew that we were going overseas, we just didn’t know 

where. 

 

Interviewer: What was an average day like when ya’ll were training?  What would you do 

from the time you got up until the end of the day? 

Veteran: We used to get up real early in the morning for physical training, then came back 

for breakfast.  After breakfast, here we’d go again; walk so many miles to be in 

shape for war, and learn how to shoot those rifles, mortars, and machine guns.  

After that it was a long day.  We used to get back to the barracks and just waited 

for the next day. 

 

Interviewer: While you were in your barracks, would you talk to the other guys about the war, 

or what did ya’ll talk about? 

Veteran: We never had time to talk about the war.  Nobody knew how it’s going to be 

when you’re at war.  The officers don’t mention how bad it was going to be until 

you’re there. 

 

Interviewer: When ya’ll were at your barracks, did you ever find out information about what 

other units were doing over there? 
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Veteran: No.  When I was in the barracks, we were just prepared to go day by day training.  

We never knew who left, because you may have been asleep that night and they 

pulled out so many guys to go overseas, but they don’t tell you anything.  It’s 

kept that way. 

 

Interviewer: What did the area where you were stationed look like?  How many barracks were 

there? 

Veteran: Oh, my goodness.  With so many men out there, I would say with the upper floor 

and lower floor every barrack had about 100 people in it.  There were a lot of 

barracks, too. 

 

Interviewer: When you were training, what was more difficult—physical fighting or emotional 

stress?  Like shooting a gun, you’re trying to kill somebody. 

Veteran: Nobody wants to kill anybody.  I didn’t have feelings about going out there and 

killing somebody, because in the United States we’re not trained to think about 

all those things, but I presume that if you ever got into a place where you had to 

do your job, then that’s it.  I didn’t go overseas, but more than likely the military 

will tell you what to expect, like right now in Iraq.  They tell them to just be 

careful, but it’s a job that you have to do. 

 

Interviewer: What did you do after you were discharged and came home?  That eliminated you 

from being involved in the military all together because of your injury? 

Veteran: After I got home, the only ones that knew about my case were my mom and the 

family, because I never told anyone.  I was kind of lonely because I’d left all my 

buddies.  Baytown was deserted, and my buddies were all in the Navy, the Army, 

the Marines.  They were just scattered all over the place.  I couldn’t stay in the 

service because I was disabled.  If I had been alright, I would have liked to be 

back in the service. 

 

Interviewer: Through the years that you saw other wars take place, like the Korean War and 

the others, what were you doing? 

Veteran: I was working.  After I got out, I had to work some place.  I worked in refineries 

and worked in several countries, like South America, Germany, the Persian Gulf, 
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the Indian Ocean.  I was all over the place.  I was attached to a marine department 

job. 

 

Interviewer: During what years was that? 

Veteran: I started in the marine department in 1952 and stayed there for 23 years until I 

retired. 

 

Interviewer: When you visited those countries, did you see how those people lived? 

Veteran: When I went to Germany, I was surprised.  I could still the holes of the bullets 

that were shot by the U.S. Army, and I was told by a lot of those German people 

that they happened during the war.  I never saw so many holes and so 

muchdestruction.   

 

Interviewer: How did you feel about that? 

Veteran: I felt that it was bad.  If we ever lost any of our buddies out there, that’s why I felt 

bad, because I didn’t want nobody to get killed. 

 

Interviewer: Did the people you talked with welcome the U.S.? 

Veteran: We were welcomed and were never mistreated.  They talked to us like anybody 

else. 

 

Interviewer: When you were there, did you feel their lifestyle was harder than what you knew 

in the United States? 

Veteran: There’s a lot of poverty and a lot of young kids walking up and down the streets 

begging, not only in India, Germany, Italy, or Africa.  More poverty than I’ve 

ever seen in my life. 

 

Interviewer: When you were going to each country, was there any war taking place? 

Veteran: I remember when I was in India or Pakistan, and they were fighting among each 

other.  You could hear the bombs and airplanes flying all over the place, but we 

never told anybody about it because we knew they were fighting. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel about war in general today? 
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Veteran: When you’re in the service, it’s something you can’t help.  You have to do your 

duty to protect the people here in the United States.  I think Mr. Bush made a 

good decision, and I hope he can conquer what he’s against, and to me Mr. Bush 

did the right thing. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel the military is honored by the American people as it should be today? 

Veteran: Yes, I do.  The United States military has done a lot of good things during war. 

 

Interviewer: Since you were in the military, even though it was for a short time, did you ever 

influence them to be a part of the military, or did they ever join the military? 

Veteran: I could not influence them.  I would just leave the decision to them.  Kids today 

have a mind of their own, and I wouldn’t tell them not to go to the war.  I’d let 

them make their own decisions. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any sons or daughters almost get drafted? 

Veteran: My son was in the Air Force until his discharge. 

 

Interviewer: Looking back, do you feel the role you played in the military was one you 

wouldn’t pass up? 

Veteran: Looking back, I feel that the role each person in the military has is one you don’t 

want to give up.  Being in the military and training for war and being out there 

you learn a lot of discipline.  I know a lot of young people in the service now can 

say the same thing.  They are treated good and with respect.  

 

Interviewer: When the rest of your friends or family members came back from the war did you 

ask them what they experienced? 

Veteran: Never did, because if I had a friend that was in the service, I was just glad to see 

him come back.  A lot of young boys and young girls in the service today are 

getting hurt or getting killed, and it’s just a mess.  I’m very positive that they 

need to talk about, to tell their parents or somebody.  I know a lot of them don’t 

want to go back after they come home on furlough, but that’s something they’ve 

got to accomplish.  I’m just hoping to God that they all come back. 

 {END OF SIDE A} 



-9- 

{SIDE B BEGINS} 

 

Interviewer: Did they increase security around the plant at that time with soldiers? 

Veteran: The refinery’s role was to make fuel for those airplanes.  They were very good at 

it.  I remember when I came back, right outside the refinery they had machine 

gun nests in the parking lot with a lot of soldiers to protect and support the 

refinery. 

 

Interviewer: Was Baytown in danger of being attacked? 

Veteran: No, because all of the war was done overseas.  This is the reason why a lot of us 

have to remember that we don’t want that to happen here in the United States.  

Too many innocent people are here.  All I can say is that I feel for a lot of parents, 

and my prayers go to all of them hoping that this terrible thing will end sooner or 

later. 

 

Interviewer: After you were discharged, what were living conditions like here, such as the 

price of things? 

Veteran: As I recall, there was a lot of things that you couldn’t get.  People that smoked 

couldn’t get cigarettes.  Gasoline was rationed.  You couldn’t always get 

everything you wanted at the stores. 

 

Interviewer: After the war ended, how did you feel about it? 

Veteran: I just thanked God that it was over, because we didn’t want anybody hurt.  We 

lost a lot of good men that never came back. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel about the bomb being dropped on Japan?  Did you feel that it 

was the right decision? 

Veteran: It had to be done.  We were in a very bad conflict with Japan in those years, and a 

lot of decisions had to be made from up above. 

 

Interviewer: After the war ended and men were coming back from overseas, did life change?  

Were people good to them? 



-10- 

Veteran: When they came back they went to work and never mentioned a lot about what 

happened over there.  Sometimes I talk to guys that were in World War II, and 

they tell me where they were at and what happened, but they didn’t really want to 

talk about it.  Some were prisoners of war or were injured real bad.   

 

Interviewer: Do have anything else you’d like to add? 

Veteran: Just like I said before—any parent or brothers or sisters, I want to pray for all 

those young men and women who have lost their lives out there.  Have a lot of 

courage; we’re doing a job that has got to be done.  Those people are fighting out 

there to keep us safe in the United States, because if they do come over here on 

this side of the world, then it would be worse.  This is why I said President Bush 

made a good decision.  If he had turned and done something else, nobody knows 

what would have happened here.  It would be terrible.  We have to be strong.  

This is a free country and a good country to live in. 

 

Interviewer: Thank you for your time. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


