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What effect did combat have on morale?
Partially.

What factors contributed to a decline in morale?
We sang and talked about old times.

What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
[ never saw any.

Were you ever sent as an individual replacement?
When | went overseas, I was a replacement and they assigned me to that 16th Infantry, 1st Division.

How did the veterans in that unit receive you?
Fine.

Describe a “typical” day when your unit was committed to the front lines.

We were continuously on the move all the time that I was there. I was in combat 52 straight days when I get
hit the 26th day of February, 1945. We never were much in a defensive position after the Battle of the Bulge,
and they made that breakthrough. Then we moved constantly until I got wounded.

How would you characterize your unit’'s combat performance?
A-Orne.

What would you contribute that to the most?
Training—proper training and discipline.

Could you recount the circumstances of when you were wounded?

It's going to take me awhile—The day that I got wounded was about 3:00 in the afternoon. We had been holed
up, and we came to a clearing in the woods, and the company commander had drawed six of us out of the
outfitto gointo this clearing (moreor less to draw fire to where the Germans would give their positions away).
And that’s when I got wounded at 3:00 in the afternoon on the 26th day of February, 1945.

How effective was the medical care at the front and behind the lines?

Well, I laid there about three hours until it got dark, because the medics couldn’t get out there and get to me.
But they came out there and got ahold of me, then took me back to a company aid station. There they treated
me and sent me to Herman Goering Hospital in Aucher, Germany. I stayed there for awhile, then was sent
to Paris, France, and got on a plane to Bristol, England. Then we came back to the states. We arrived in the
states the 13th day of April, 1945.

Do you still suffer from your wounds?
Not too much.

When your unit was not committed to the front lines, describe what a typical day was like.

There weren’t any days like that. The 1st Division went in at North Africa and Italy on D-Day, and they kept
losing so many men that they had to keep getting replacements. Like I said before, I took training with the
engineers, but when [ wentoverseas they put meinarifle company. Iwasa B.A.R. man (Browning Automatic
Rifle). We were constantly on the move, and my outfit went across the Rhine River. About the 8th or 9th of
March, we were around the Romagen Bridge Head when we crossed the Rhine.

How did you and your comrades regard the enemy troops as fighters?

The SS troopers were excellent fighters. There were some thathad gotten out of North Africa. They were with
Rommel there in North Africa and we put up there on the front lines in Germany. We found out that they
were the best troops. We called them the S5 Corps or the Special Services Corps.
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