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A smoke helped him make it to Christmas 1944. 
When I first met Warren, he was just another guy with a noted hearing problem that shared the same interest 

Ihad--''ham radio." The amateur radio group met at noon on Fridays to swap stories and borrow equipmentfrom 
one another. In the past twelve years, Warren has become one of my best friends . He would share or give anything 
he had, but only if you needed it. He didn't want it to sit on the shelf or not be used. 

When we all met, there was always a war story to be told. One time Bill, a merchant marine, talked about 
witnessing the Japanese bombing China. And another time, Bob Neighbors told about moving to Canada at the 
age of 16 to enlist in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Warren enlisted because his country called. From what I can tell, he was as good there as he is here. We talked 
about the war, and I feel he lost something in France between 1942 and 1944 other than just his sight and hearing. 
He discussed the exact areas and locations where he lost many of his men . No tears appeared on his face, but there 
was an emptiness in his eyes when the subject of death was brought up. He would also either change the subject 
or leave the room. He understands the reality of death in a way that others cannot even begin to understand. 
Enclosed with my interview is a packet of memories that Warren wishes to share with those who did not or could 
not fight in war. 

Q: Enlistment date? 
A: August 15, 1941. 

Q: How and why did you join the service? 
A: Drafted. 

Q: Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved. 
A: I reported to Holbrook AZ and was sent to Phoenix for swearing in. 

Q: At the time did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair? 
A: Debateable. 

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
A: It was mid-morning at Ft. Crockett. 

Q: What was your reaction to the attack? 
A: It was shocking. 

Q: What were your initial reactions to entering military service? 
A: None, everyone was is the same boat. 

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends . 
A: Two friends drove me to Phoenix. 

Q: Where did you train as a recruit? 
A: Camp Wolders in Texas. 

Q: In what specialties were you trained? 
A: Infantry, first aid, signalling, and radio. 
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Q: If you entered an Officers' Training Program, how were you selected for it? 
A: I applied and was accepted. 

Q: What were your experiences while undergoing sud1 training? 
A: I was tested almost every night and trained all day. 

Q: Did your training prepare you for your service overseas? 
A: Yes. 

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas? 
A: Training that was a continuation from Officer's Training Program. 

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service? 
A: Camp Wolders for basic; Fort Crockett and Fort Benning for OCS training; Camp Pickett; Camp Forest; and 

Tennessee for maneuvers. 

Q: If you were shown the film series "Why We Fight," what was your reaction to it? 
A: I don't know. I wasn't real patriotic. I was called and went out of duty for my country. 

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service? 
A: The Germans had better artillery. We were given 0-3 Springfields from WWI. 

Q: Were they reliable? 
A: Ours were fairly reliable. 

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued? 
A: The clothes were suitable. C-rations were in cans and were used in the fields . K-rations were in paper boxes 

and were used at the camp. The C-rations left something to be desired . 

Q: How adequate was the clothing for the climate and weather conditions you encountered? 
A: Fine. 

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs? 
A: Good. 

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service? 
A: Good, considering people were coming from all walks of life. Some weren't worth a hoot! 

Q: How did the officers commissioned through various means (service academies, ROTC, OCS, National Guard, 
and battlefield promotions) compare? 

A: The service academy's graduates were sort of a clique group. 

Q: How often did you see senior commanders in your company or battalion area? 
A: Rarely in actual combat. Too often in rest areas. 

Q: Please recount any cases of soldier violence directed against officers. 
A: None, but I heard about it. 

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time? 
A: Moderate and fair. 

Q: What did you think about military courts and justice? 
A: No experience in that area. 
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Q: If there was any desertion in your unit, what caused it? 
A: There wasn't any in my unit, but some in France. 

Q: Was there much theft from one another in your unit? 
A: One man that I thought was good was stealing things that he didn't even need or want. 

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common? 
A: At Florida, we swam in the lake. We had baseball teams and drank beer at the PX. 

Q: What was your opinion of Special Services (USO shows, movies, reading material, personal education 
opportunities)? 

A: We had one USO show, but I didn't go. I let a fellow officer go in my place. 

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with U.S. civilians? 
A: Good. 

Q: How adequate was medical care? 
A: Very good. 

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay? 
A: It wasn't too good, because $21 a month didn't go far. 

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? 
A: No. 

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit? 
A: No. 

Q: Was there much gambling? 
A: Some poker and dice were played. 

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service? 
A: You couldn't print most of them. 

Q: Did you notice any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination? 
A: No, we didn't have any blacks in our unit. 

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction? 
A: I liked it, because I could see more of the world. 

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination? 
A: After we got out to sea. 

Q: What was your port of embarkation? 
A: Near Boston. 

Q: What was your port of arrival? 
A: Manchester, England. 

Q: Please describe your travel experiences. 
A: On the ships we were stacked like sardines. We also traveled by railroad. 

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served? 
A: None, except how to behave and get along with the British. 
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Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities? 
A: Fine! The British bent over backward to be nice. 

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women? 
A: Yes, some. 

Q: Were you aware of any looting by soldiers? 
A: Only minor things, because the heat wouldn't allow you to take more than you needed. 

Q: If you remained with your original unit, how did you feel about individual replacements who later joined 
your unit? 

A: I was glad to see them because too many were killed. 

Q: How did your fellow veterans feel about them? 
A: They were well accepted. 

Q: How effective were the individual replacements in combat? 
A: We had some good ones. 

Q: How did your unit integrate replacements into its ranks? 
A: I would tell them to team up with an old-timer and follow me. 

Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine, or radio coverage of the war and of your unit? 
A: It wasn't very detailed. Ernie Pyle told it more like it was in actual combat. 

Q: Did you receive and read any news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper? 
A: Yes. 

Q: What did you think of them? 
A: It was good, because anything you cou1d get from home was appreciated . 

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? 
A: Yes, against the Germans. 

Q: How was the morale of your unit? 
A: Good, especially mail from home. 

Q: What effect did combat have on morale? 
A: Some, if you stayed under fire too long. 

Q: What factors helped improve morale? 
A: A chance to get a hot bath and hot food . 

Q: What factors contributed to a decline in morale? 
A: Having to stay down in your foxhold night and day and being shelled quite often. Also, having to eat C

rations with 1/2 inch of grease on top because it was cold. 

Q: What was your opinion of Army Troop Information programs? 
A: I complained that we didn't get any information on what was going on in France or how the war was coming 

along. We only knew what we could see in our immediate area. 

Q: How and to what extent were religious convictions expressed in your unit? · 
A: Our chaplins were very good . One that was well-liked was killed accidentally and the Germans apologized. 
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Q: If you were sent foward as an individual replacement into a unit already at or near the front, what was your 
reaction on first joining that unit? 

A: We were well received by the veterans. 

Q: Please describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience. 
A: We were sent up for relief one night to go in front of another squad. We got some minor shelling that night, 

but it wasn't real close. 

Q: Please describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines. 
A: Minor shelling. 

Q: How effective was the fire support your unit received from other combat arms, from the air, and from naval 
gunfire? 

A: We had a lot of artillery, morter support, and plenty of ammunition (with a few exceptions). 

Q: How would you characterize your unit's combat performance? 
A: Good, a combination of leadership, discipline, and unit camaraderie and cohesion . We worked well together 

because we had been together for so long. 

Q: Were you ever wounded in action? 
A: Yes, September 23, 1944, a sniper shot me in the back of the head while I was looking out the window on the 

third floor. 

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others killed or injured as a result of "friendly fire"? 
A: Yes, quite a bit, due to improper loading of artillery--rounds fell short. 

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others who experienced "shell shock" or psychological stress in 
combat? 

A: We had very few incidents of "shell shock" and some psychological stress. 

Q: How effective was medical care at the front and behind the lines? 
A: All of the medics should have gotten a medal because they exposed themselves in order to help the wounded . 

Q: Were you able to rejoin your unit? 
A: No, I was shipped home. 

Q: Do you still suffer any effects resulting from your wounds? 
A: Yes, I'm blind in one eye and have a severe loss of hearing. 

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops? 
A: The Germans were very good troops. They were well-trained, well-led, and well-armed. 

Q: How effective were there weapons? 
A: Better than ours. 

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people? 
A: I didn't think too much. We all came overseas from somewhere else. 

Q: How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after you encountered them in battle? 
A: I realized that they were darn good soldiers once we went into combat with them. 

Q: Did you capture any enemy prisoners? 
A: We captured 400 Germans at Shatnoy in NE France with the help of a tank. l captured two Poles in German 

uniforms while walking. 
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Q: How were enemy prisoners treated by U.S. forces? 
A: I don't know. We only took them, and then sent them back to the batallion. We then turned them over to the 

rest of the troops. 

Q: What was you opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb? 
A: I twas unbelievable that something could have that much power. It was also scary because the Germans were 

so close to getting one, also. 

Q: How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally? 
A: After you earned so many points, you could be transferred to another unit that sent you home. 

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive? 
A: I received the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, and 2 Purple Hearts. 

Q: In your opinion, were awards and decorations distributed fairly? 
A: No, because the first aid men didn't even carry weapons while assisting the wounded, yet they didn't receive 

anything. High brass could pass medals out freely among themselves because of who they were. 

Q: What did you do after you were discharged? 
A: I went to work as a parts manager at a Ford place. I later opened up my own parts warehouse. 

Q: What does the GI Bill mean to you? 
A: It's good. I should have used it, but I didn't. I wasn't sure what I wanted to do. 

Q: Do you belong to any national or unit verterans association(s)? 
A: No, but I have attended a reunion for my regiment every year for the past five years. 

Q: How do you feel about women being in combat? 
A: I would have hated to see them with us. Personal hygiene areas were difficult enough, much less if women 

would have been there, too. 

Q: How do you feel about men having to enlist at the age of 18? 
A: I don't like it. 
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