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I interviewed my grandfather, Mr. H. E. Maris. He did not go overseas during the war, but desperately 
wanted to. He did not really have any wartime experiences because he was so young and did not really know 
what was happening over there. I was surprised by some of the answers my grandfather gave me. He did not 
really speak in depth of what happened. He politely answered the questions I asked him. He pretty much only 
discusses these experiences with people who lived and went through it. My grandfather told me things which 
took place in his unit but wished for them not to be written or put on tape. 

Mr. Maris worked for about four months at a plant in Baytown (now Exxon) before he joined the Navy. He 
enlisted in October of 1943 at the age of seventeen. He only served three years. His experiences at the plant were 
of no use to him in the service. Mr. Maris volunteered to be in the Navy because "i twas the thing to do at the time." 
He and a couple of friends went to a recruiter in Houston, said they wanted to join the Navy, filled out minimal 
paperwork, and took a physical. At the time he did not know much about the 1940 draft because he was only 
seventeen. When Mr. Maris first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor, he was outside chopping wood. Then his 
mother came out and told him of it. He really had no reaction, especially compared to that of the older people; 
they were a lot more shook up than he. 

Mr. Maris trained as a recruit at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas. He was trained as an Aviation Machinist Mate. 
(He made Seaman First Class, which was barely one rank less than AMM.) He had no first aid, radio, signalling, 
etc. training. Mr. Maris could not give an opinion of the weapons he saw. He thought the rations issued to him 
were "delicious" and "very satisfying." He didn't think much of the leadership in his unit. He did not notice if 
it was relatively good or bad, and felt the real leaders were the men who had been overseas in the battle and those 
who came back from it. He thought discipline at the time was strict. If anyone missed night flying, they got thirty 
days PAL (prisoner at large) or a less severe punishment of extra night duty. Mr. Maris tried to avoid any military 
courts or justice. 

His off-duty recreation was going home to see his now spouse. He didn't really "hang out with the guys" 
during off-duty. Drinking and drugs were not a problem in his unit. "White Christmas" was the most popular 
song. He couldn't repeat any slang terms. They were not decent. He did notice racial discrimination. He "didn't 
like it at the time and don't like it now." He told a couple of incidents, but did not want them "retold." 

After Mr. Maris was discharged, he "goofed around" for a couple of weeks, and then got a job as a carpenter's 
apprentice in the local contractor's union in Baytown. During his military service, he learned to "take problems 
head on and don't duck them." He had no difficulties readjusting to civilian life, because he never really left it. 
Mr. Maris felt that he did not take enough advantage of the G.I. Bill. 

I feel that my grandfather saw many things which helped make him the man he is today. He discriminates 
against no one and likes just about everyone. 
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