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Q: Were you enlisted or drafted? 
A: Enlisted. 

Q: What year did you enlist? 
A: 1943. 

Q: How old were you? 
A: 23. 

Q: How long did you serve? 
A: 4 years. 

Q: What division did you serve in? 
A: 404 Fighter Bomber. 

Q: Before you enlisted, what was your occupation? 
A: I worked with Humble Law. 

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of Pearl Harbor? 
A: On that Sunday, I went to the drug store and there I heard about the news. 

Q: Where did you train? 
A: San Antonio, Randolph Field, East St. Louis, Brooks Field, Florida, South Carolina, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Q: What specialties were you trained in? 
A: Fighter Pilot. 

Q: How did you feel about the weapons which were used? 
A: They worked. 

Q: What were your feelings about the war? 
A: It was something everyone had to do. 

Q: How adequate was medical care? 
A: It was good. 

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common? 
A: Softball, football, and shooting pool. 

Q: Was there any ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination? 
A: No. 

Q: When you heard you were going overseas, what was your reaction? 
A: I was ready. 

Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine, or radio coverage of the war and your unit? 
A: We didn't have much access. 
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Q: Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where? 
A: England, France, Germany. 

Q: What were thinking and experiencing? 
A: Survival. 

Q: What was a "typical" day like when your unit was committed to the front lines? 
A: We often escorted missions for bombers. 

Q: If you encountered enemy air attack, describe the circumstances and your reaction to the attack? 
A: I shot one German plane down and my feelings were that of being thankful to get out alive. 

Q: Were you ever wounded? 
A: No. 

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb? 
A: It was needed. 

Q: How were local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers? 
A: No trouble--Jots of help. 

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive? 
A: Air Medal, European Theater Ribbon, Distinguished Cross. 

Q: Did you feel they were distributed fairly? 
A: Pretty much. 

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you? 
A: It put me through college. 

Q: What did the war teach you about America and Americans? 
A: Do whatever you can to get along with our Allies. 

As I sat in Judge Donnelly's office waiting to ask him a whole list of questions for history, my only thought 
was I hoped the visit would be productive. When Judge Donnelly came in, my first impression of his outward 
appearance was that of a tall slender built man with grey hair and a compassionate smile. 

We sat down and made casual introductory conversation. He answered quickly, with no hesitation . As he 
answered my questions, I had flashbacks of high school history books. The same stories that he was telling, I had 
read about before. The difference this time was that I found myself actually interested. Sitting there, right in front 
of me, was a page right out of my country's history. I listened intently to his stories. Judge Donnelly gave the 
impression of a very intelligent, patriotic man with an interesting way of telling America's past. 
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