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Interviewer: Are you aware that we are taping, Mr. Kelley? 

Veteran: Yes.   

 

 I’m Robert Kelley.  I went into the Army on July 13, 1948, and the reason I 

remember that is it was my wife’s birthday.  I stayed in for three years, nine 

months, and eight days.  I had my basic training in Fort Ord, California.  I went to 

signal school in Fort Monarch(?), New Jersey, and I was stationed with the 2nd 

Infantry Division in Fort Lewis, Washington.  We went to Korea in August of 

1950, and I left sometime around the latter part of March or the first part of April.  

I don’t remember the exact date.  We were on the Nactanal(?) Perimeter.  After 

we broke out of that, we went on up to Seoul and then went into North Korea in 

November 1950, when the Chinese intervened.  Then we came back to Inchon 

and Seoul for quite a period of time, probably a month or so, and then we went to 

the east coast of Korea—I don’t remember the town.  Then we went up and down 

a mountain two or three times.  The first time we went up, the road was narrow, 

and so a two and a half ton truck would have to stop and back up and make 

another stab at getting around some of the curves.  After we got through, the 

engineers had blown the side of the mountain so many times that it was almost 

like an interstate where 2-two and a half ton trucks could meet and pass each 

other without any problem.  I came back to the United States in May of 1951 and 

was stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, until my discharge in April of 1952.   

 We were in the snow most all of the time during the winter.  It got up above 

freezing during the daytime.  Most of the time we were in the snow and the 

temperature was down around 10 or 15 degrees. 
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Interviewer: What kind of contact did you have with your family? 

Veteran: Just by mail. 

 

Interviewer: How did you get it? 

Veteran: The Air Force flew our mail over to us, and then they’d fly the letter we wrote 

them back to the United States. 

 

Interviewer: Were you drafted? 

Veteran: No, I volunteered. 

 

Interviewer: What was your training like? 

Veteran: I didn’t know what to expect, but it wasn’t as hard as I thought it was going to be.  

I had worked for the telephone company here in Baytown before I left and I had 

climbed poles, so my legs were pretty stout and muscular, so I had the advantage 

over some of the troops whose legs would give out.  If we went out on a forced 

march, I would help carry their gear back to camp while we were in basic.  I was 

in the signal corps, and we were laying telephone lines from division 

headquarters down to the regimental headquarters, and a lot of the time we were 

out in the open without any protection or foxholes or anything.  If we were 

attacked, we just had to get in the ditch and try to fight our way out. 

 

Interviewer: How many men did you serve with? 

Veteran: The team I was on we had a sergeant, a corporal, and a couple of PFCs, and one 

or two privates.  Then our platoon, we had about 40 or 50 people, and our 

company was made up of about 500 or 600 people all together.  That included 

radio operators, radio repairmen, our mechanics, and our other telephone 

communications, some photographers.  I guess that was about all. 

 

Interviewer: What is a PFC? 

Veteran: A private first class. 
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Interviewer: What did you think about the G.I. Bill of Rights? 

Veteran: I think it was good, because I graduated from Lee College by going on the G.I. 

Bill.  I probably wouldn’t have had the opportunity to have that education if it 

hadn’t been for the G.I. Bill. 

 

Interviewer: Did you know there were protests over here because you were fighting over 

there? 

Veteran: In Korea, there wasn’t that much dissention in the United States as there was in 

Vietnam.  I think that the people in the states, we were just getting over World 

War II and they still had compassion for the soldiers, and the sailors, and the 

Marines. 

 

Interviewer: Were things different when you got back compared to when you left? 

Veteran: I think people in the states were more sympathetic to the G.I.s when I came back 

than what they were before I left, although the families of the G.I.s before the 

Korean conflict were still just as much concerned about their sons and husbands 

during World War II. 

 

Interviewer: Who was your commander? 

Veteran: Most of time my division commander was General Rutner, who later became 

president of Texas A&M University. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel about the ones that have gone off to fight since 9-11? 

Veteran: I feel that we need to support them with everything that we have and to respect 

the time that they’re spending in a foreign country, just like the people did in 

World War II and in Korea. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel when people call the Korea War the Forgotten War? 

Veteran: I think that they don’t really understand what it was all about.  It’s the World War 

I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Granada, and all the other little skirmishes that 

we had where it was protecting our freedom.  Vietnam, at the time, was 

protecting our freedom, but the people in the states let everybody down.  As long 
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as there are tyrants and leaders that don’t want their people to have freedom, 

we’re always going to have these conflicts. 

 

Interviewer: {Can’t understand question.} 

Veteran: I think the president was looking to the freedom of Southeast Asia compared to 

the communists, and I think it was one of the things we had to do to show the 

communist countries that they could not just go out and take freedom from a 

country that was already free without some resistance. 

 

Interviewer: If you had to do it all over again, would you do it? 

Veteran: I certainly would.   

 

Interviewer: What would you have done different or would you change if you could? 

Veteran: Probably the only thing I would change would be keeping a diary or some type of 

ledger of where I was at each point in time when we’d move from one city to 

another, or from one river to another is the only thing I would change? 

 

Interviewer: How was the food and the housing? 

Veteran: If you were in a big squad tent, you could probably get some kind of a stove to 

heat up the tent.  It was like living in the Waldorf Astoria.  But if you were in a 

two-man pup tent, about the only thing you could heat it up with was body 

temperature, and it got kind of cold over there at times.  The food, you could 

make do with it, but if you had a good mess sergeant he could camouflage what 

was known a bully beef and make it taste like a hamburger steak. 

 

Interviewer: Thank you for doing the interview. 

Veteran: Thank you. 

 

{END OF INTERVIEW} 


