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Interviewer: Were you drafted or did you volunteer? 

Veteran: I volunteered. 

 

Interviewer: Why did you go? 

Veteran: I saw a need for troops to clear up what the Germans were doing at that time. 

 

Interviewer: How old were you? 

Veteran: I was nineteen. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have a wife or family? 

Veteran: No, I was single. 

 

Interviewer: What about the training stateside?  How was that? 

Veteran: It was great.  I was trained in downtown Chicago, right at the loop.  The citizens 

were so kind and good to us.  They took good care of us.   

 

Interviewer: What kind of things did they teach you? 

Veteran: I was trained in aircraft communications. 

 

Interviewer: How long did your stateside training last? 

Veteran: It was six months in downtown Chicago. 

 

Interviewer: Did you train overseas? 
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Veteran: Yes, I trained under the British in England and picked up the training that they 

had in their type of communications for night fighting with their British aircraft. 

 

Interviewer: Where did you train at? 

Veteran: I trained at Bedford, England, on their base with them. 

 

Interviewer: {Can’t understand question.} 

Veteran: That was before being deployed to North Africa. 

 

Interviewer: Which battles or missions were you in? 

Veteran: As I said, we were in Africa and all the way up through Europe and into 

Germany. 

 

Interviewer: What about the weapons? 

Veteran: We had British aircraft—the British Beaufighter—that was made in England and 

was for night fighting.  It had four 20-millimeter cannons and six 303 fixed guns 

in the wings. 

 

Interviewer: What was your job? 

Veteran: My job was communications in the radar and radio in the aircraft. 

 

Interviewer: What were your specific duties? 

Veteran: My duty was to work on the radios—bring them in and overhaul them, take them 

back, tune them up, and replace them in the aircraft. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you stationed during the war? 

Veteran: Like I said, we were deployed to Africa.  We went across North Africa, and then 

from there to Sicily, Italy, France, and on into Germany. 

 

Interviewer: What was daily life like for you? 

Veteran: In Africa, of course it was hot and dusty, as the troops that are being deployed 

today are seeing.  Then we went up through various weathers.  It was very cold in 

France and Germany, but we made it alright without complaining. 
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Interviewer: What were some of the best times that you remember? 

Veteran: The best time was when the war was over, and we were thinking of coming 

home, because I had not been home since the day I had enlisted into the Army Air 

Corps. 

 

Interviewer: How long were you enlisted? 

Veteran: We were overseas for three years, and then returned to the states to be discharged 

from the service. 

 

Interviewer: What were some things that the training did not prepare you for? 

Veteran: Some of the things was the language.  We had to learn part of the language, and 

that was a little difficult, but we enjoyed the people.  Some of the people were 

very gracious to us, and others were not too gracious, and didn’t accept us very 

well. 

 

Interviewer: What were some of the frightening things? 

Veteran: Well, it was almost continuously frightening, you might say, but we tolerated it 

and lived through it, and everything went well. 

 

Interviewer: How did those things affect you—the frightening things? 

Veteran: We were looking forward to getting out of it and coming home, and we knew if 

we kept our heads right, we would be returning home again. 

 

Interviewer: What was your source of perseverance?  What kept you going? 

Veteran: It was my faith in God that we would return home, and sure enough we did. 

 

Interviewer: How often did you get mail or letters from home? 

Veteran: The mail came from home regularly.  They were very kind to us, and that was 

one of the things that kept our morale up and lifted us up.  We were very grateful 

for that.  

 

Interviewer: What would people write in their letters to you? 
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Veteran: The letters we received were encouraging, and they attempted every way they 

could to keep our morale up and keep us going. 

 

Interviewer: How was the food? 

Veteran: I’d rather you wouldn’t have asked that question.  {Laughter}  I don’t want to be 

negative, but the food was very poor.  We did survive, and we appreciated what 

we did receive. 

 

Interviewer: What was the best meals? 

Veteran: I don’t recall any good meals, but the largest proportion of the time, we were out 

in the elements, and the cooks did the best they could with what they had, and we 

gave them praise for that. 

 

Interviewer: Your branch of service was the Army Air Corps.  How were the sleeping 

arrangements? 

Veteran: Our sleeping arrangements were very poor.  Of course we were camped out and 

on the move continuously, and most of the time we were on the terraferma, and 

that’s the best that they could do for us since we were on the move.  

 

Interviewer: What did you do when you had spare time? 

Veteran: We didn’t have any spare time.  When we were in combat, we were on the move 

continuously and didn’t have time to slow down. 

 

Interviewer:  Did your family treat you different when you came back? 

Veteran: Our family was very gracious to us and treated us kindly as best as they could, 

and we appreciated it. 

 

Interviewer: What were you doing when you heard the war had ended? 

Veteran: We were still busy in Europe and trying to clean up and take care of our 

equipment, and we were so proud that the war was over thinking we would come 

home.  Actually, I was lined up after being over in Europe all those months, and 

they were getting ready to send me over to the Pacific to be involved over there, 
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and we were so proud when the atomic bomb helped end the war, that we were 

very grateful for that. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any difficulties adjusting back to civilian life? 

Veteran: Oh, yes, it’s always a little problem, but like I said before, our parents and friends 

when we returned were so proud to see us back that we fell right in with them and 

adjusted very well. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have any problems finding work? 

Veteran: No.  After a few days rest after I returned, I went to Humble Oil and Refining 

Company and they employed me there. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel about America’s role in the war? 

Veteran: I was proud to be a small part that I was in, and I was so proud that we could go 

over and help the citizens in Europe that were oppressed by the Nazis, and was 

proud of what we could do. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel about the Germans? 

Veteran: The German citizens treated us the best of any country that we were in.  They met 

us at the border as we went into Germany and offered us what little souvenirs 

they had—little trinkets and all—because the Nazis had relieved them of almost 

all of their possessions, and what little they had left, they were so grateful to see 

us and offered us what they had.   

 

Interviewer: The Japanese-Americans were in concentration camps over here.  What was your 

view on that? 

Veteran: I didn’t get involved in that, of course.  I was wishing that our POWs had been 

treated as kindly as the Japanese prisoners were here, but such wasn’t the case. 

 

Interviewer: You said you felt relieved whenever they dropped the atomic bomb at the end of 

the war, but how did you feel about the atomic bomb as a form of weaponry? 

Veteran: I know the atomic bomb was very cruel—at least the citizens felt this way when 

they expressed themselves, but the Japanese weren’t having any sympathy for our 
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citizens when they dropped their bombs and the way they mistreated our people 

and our troops. 

 

Interviewer: Tell me about your night fighters. 

Veteran: The Germans were about to level London in the daylight, and then they started 

slipping in under darkness, and the British developed a radar, and so we were 

very grateful to go in and train with the British there in England.  It was a new 

experience for all of us, and we were appreciative that we could have a part of it.   

 

Interviewer: What it like dealing with that big of an operation?  I had heard that the British 

would bomb in the daytime sometimes and the Americans would bomb at night, 

and so it would just be around the clock bombing.  How did you feel about that 

operation? 

Veteran: It was an ongoing thing.  It had to be a continuous operation to be successful, 

because you can’t let up from the enemy.  You have to be on a continuous run 

with it, so that was an operation we had to accomplish. 

 

Interviewer: You said that the sleeping conditions weren’t very good because you were on the 

move; so how much sleep did you get in a day? 

Veteran: That depended on our sleeping conditions.  It depended on how many air raids 

there were in twenty-four hours, and we were pretty much on the move, like we 

said while ago, so we received what rest we could.  Sometimes we had to rest in 

the best position we could accomplish. 

 

Interviewer: Can you tell me a funny story about something that happened when the odds just 

seemed impossible and somehow you surmounted it? 

Veteran: The English and some of the others in different countries were gracious to us and 

did what they could for us.  I guess visiting London was an experience because 

they were different people, and we had to learn and adapt to their ways of 

communications, and so forth, but we did appreciate what they did for us and 

what they could.  That probably wasn’t exactly what you wanted there, but you 

caught me off guard. 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


