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Veteran: MOODY, Gene 

Service Branch: AIR FORCE 

Interviewer: Reitmeier, Sara 

Date of Interview: April 1, 2001 

Date of Transcription: April 15, 2003 

Transcriptionist: Terry Moore 

 

Highlights of Service: Near Tokyo during Korean Conflict; Staff Sergeant in charge of 

medical dispensary 

 

 

 

Interviewer: Are you aware that the conversation will be recorded and the tape and 

transcription will be placed in the Lee College library? 

Veteran: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Do I have your permission to do that? 

Veteran: Yes, ma’am. 

 

Interviewer: Can you tell me what branch of the service you were active in? 

Veteran: United States Air Force. 

 

Interviewer: And you were involved with the Korean War? 

Veteran: I was in during the Korean War and spent some time in Japan. 

 

Interviewer: What years were you involved with the war? 

Veteran: From August of 1950 until April of 1953. 

 

Interviewer: What did you do in the Air Force? 

Veteran: I worked in Medical Administration. 

 

Interviewer: How old were you at the time? 

Veteran: I was about 23 when I joined the Air Force. 

 

Interviewer: Can you tell me the locations that you were active in? 
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Veteran: Yes, I took seven weeks of basic training in Wichita Falls, Texas, and then I was 

assigned to Tindall Air Force Base in Panama City, Florida, and I worked there in 

the base surgeon’s office and took care of all the office personnel records in his 

office.  Then I left there—I was there roughly a year—and then I was sent 

overseas, and I was stationed about thirty miles outside of Tokyo at a small 

airbase, which was a radar warning site for Japan. 

 

Interviewer: What did you do there? 

Veteran: I was a non-commissioned officer in charge of the dispensary.  We had a ten-bed 

dispensary with a medical doctor and a dentist and a nurse, and I ran the office 

and assigned the personnel there in the dispensary. 

 

Interviewer: Did you enlist voluntarily to go into the Korean War? 

Veteran: Yes.  I was about to be drafted into the Army. {Laughter} 

 

Interviewer: How did the U.S. get involved?  How did this conflict begin? 

Veteran: North Korea attacked South Korea, and of course the United States was 

sympathetic with South Korea, and China was sympathetic with North Korea.  Of 

course China was communist and North Korea was communist at the time.  What 

happened was the North Koreans invaded South Korea to try to take over the 

whole country, and so then the United States got involved to try to help South 

Korea stay as an independent, democratic government. 

 

Interviewer: What kind of supplies were you given?  What did they supply you with when you 

got there? 

Veteran: Uniforms and an automatic pistol.  Other than that, I didn’t really have any 

fighting supplies.  The only time I carried that pistol was when I was taking 

money into Tokyo from our NCO club to deposit in the bank—I’d have to wear 

that gun. 

 

Interviewer: What was your shelter like? 
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Veteran: I lived in what they called a Quonset hut barracks, and because I was a staff 

sergeant I was able to have a little private room in the front end of the barracks.  

So I had my own little space for privacy. 

 

Interviewer: What kind of stuff were you fed?  Do you remember what kind of food they gave 

you? 

Veteran: We had real good food. 

 

Interviewer: What were your duties like? 

Veteran: Like I said before, I ran the dispensary, as far as the administration.  Other than 

the doctor—the doctor was the boss—and then I was the boss over the NCOs that 

worked in the dispensary—the medical technician and the dental technician and 

the men that actually did the medical work.  I never did carry any bed pans or 

anything like that. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember any specific events that arose during war? 

Veteran: The only thing I can really think of is one day we had a fighter plane that lost 

power.  He was going to Tokyo, and our base was only about thirty minutes 

away.  When he got to our base, we just had a grass landing strip, and he had lost 

his jet power, and so he pancaked in. 

 

Interviewer: Was everything OK?   

Veteran: Yeah, he was alright—didn’t hurt him.  We went down in the ambulance to pick 

him up—or the medical technicians did.  I rode with them just to see the plane, 

and of course the under carriage was torn up, but he wasn’t hurt.  Then another 

time we had some Japanese workers that were doing some work on a water tower 

that was directly behind the dispensary, and I remember that because that tower 

was about fifty or sixty feet up.  It was a pretty good sized water tower.  And 

these Japanese guys were doing some work on it, and they had this bamboo 

scaffolding all the way up and down, and one of the guys fell off of there and it 

killed him.  Outside of those two incidents, I never had anything… 
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Interviewer: Did ya’ll ever have any direct conflict or contact with the Japanese? 

Veteran: They did all of our manual labor.  They took care of the barracks.  The barracks I 

was in I was what they called barracks chief, because I was the ranking NCO in 

that particular barracks, and so I told the Japanese workers that came in and 

cleaned up and made all the beds, and changed the linen, and took our laundry… 

 

Interviewer: So they did all the dirty work, huh? 

Veteran: Yeah, they did all the manual work around the base.  Military people didn’t do 

anything except their own specific little job. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember getting sick or getting ill? 

Veteran: I don’t think so.  I’m sure I probably had colds and stuff like that, but I never did 

have anything serious. 

 

Interviewer: What was your highest rank? 

Veteran: Staff sergeant. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember your daily schedule—what time you ate, what time you got 

up? 

Veteran: My particular job in the dispensary was very, very easy.  We’d open the 

dispensary for sick call around 8:00.  First, of course, we’d go to the mess hall 

and have breakfast, and then we’d go to work at the dispensary, and sometimes 

we’d have three or four guys in there to see the doctor.  Sometimes we wouldn’t 

have anybody.  And the doctor would usually finish seeing any patients that came 

in within an hour and a half or two hours.  Occasionally he’d have to admit 

someone to one of the beds.  After that took place, we just had what we called a 

skeleton crew, unless we had some patients in the hospital part where the beds 

were, then some of the medical technicians would stay there to take care of them.  

Of course the dentist, he’d work about a half a day, and so when he left, his 

technician would leave.  So, we were usually out of there by noon.  Then I had 

this secretary-treasurer’s job at the NCO club, so I’d go over to the NCO club and 

I’d usually have lunch over there and take care of what business I had to do there.  

Then we’d got to the bank about once a week.  The NCO club had a full-time 



-5- 

manager, and of course he was paid.  I got paid not as much as he did, but I got 

paid on the side for the secretary-treasurer’s job.  Then we had a little—I think it 

was about six men on what they called a Board of Governors that were all 

sergeants, and they kind of set the policy for the club.  Actually the club manager 

and myself were really the only paid military in there.  All the cooks were 

Japanese, the bartenders were Japanese, the janitors were Japanese.  We had a 

Japanese bookkeeper, and he did all the paperwork and everything.  I just signed 

my name once in awhile—signed checks.   

 

Interviewer: Do you remember any of the activities you did afterward—like going out, having 

fun with your friends? 

Veteran: We used to go to Tokyo real often. 

 

Interviewer: What kind of stuff would ya’ll do there? 

Veteran: We’d go to the nightclubs and bars and restaurants {Laughter}.  That’s the first 

place I ever ate pizza.  I had a good friend from New Jersey, and he was Italian.  

Man, he was really Italian, and he kept saying, “I sure do miss pizza.  I sure do 

miss pizza.”  I said, “What is pizza?”  He said, “Pizza pie.  Don’t you know what 

pizza pie is?”  I said, “Hell, I ain’t never heard of pizza pie.” 

 

Interviewer: Really?  So the first time you ate pizza you were 23 or around there? 

Veteran: Yeah.  And he said, “Somebody was telling me about an Italian restaurant in 

Tokyo, and they have good pizza.”  And I said, “OK.”  And of course the 

dispensary had one of these big ambulances and then we had a jeep, too.  Then 

the NCO club manager had access to a jeep all the time.  So anyway, old Mitch, 

the club manager and I took this Italian guy with us the next weekend we went to 

Tokyo, and we went to that Italian restaurant, and that’s the first time I’d ever 

eaten pizza.  Never saw it before.  I remember it had pepperoni and cheese, and 

that’s about all I can remember about it, but it was real good. 

 

Interviewer: Do you ever feel like you read articles that misinform the readers about what 

really happened in the Korean War? 
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Veteran: Yeah, and you hear it on the TV, too.  It’s obvious that if you watch 60 Minutes, 

and I just got through watching it this evening, they expose a lot of stuff that the 

government and the military does that is really not right. 

 

Interviewer: How did this war end? 

Veteran: They finally just had a stalemate, you might say, at the 38th Parallel across the 

country, and they made peace with North Korea and South Korea.  They made a 

peaceful agreement to stop the war. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember what date that was? 

Veteran: No, I really don’t.  It could have been about 1955 or 1956. 

 

Interviewer: How was it returning to your family? 

Veteran: It was nice.  I was ready to come back. 

 

Interviewer: Did you keep any articles or equipment from the war? 

Veteran: Yeah, I had my dress uniform and some khaki uniforms and a military trench 

coat.  I had a .45 automatic pistol that was chrome plated and had ivory handles 

on it.  It was beautiful, and it had a steer’s head at the top of the handles with little 

rubies for eyes. 

 

Interviewer: They took it back? 

Veteran: No I had to sell it.  I sold it to another guy when I left, because I couldn’t have 

gotten it back home, and got $35 or $40. 

 

Interviewer: Too bad you couldn’t buy it back today, huh? 

Veteran: Oh, I wish I had tried to get it back, and I probably could have if I had packed it 

inside my duffle bag, because they never did check any of our bags in California. 

 

Interviewer: Was it difficult finding a job when you got back home? 

Veteran: No, I had a job already lined up.  I went back to the same job I had left. 
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Interviewer: What job was that?  Do you remember? 

Veteran: I was selling cars for the Chevrolet dealership here. 

 

Interviewer: Was the economy any different from the time you left? 

Veteran: The economy was in good shape at that time. 

 

Interviewer: So when you left it was in good shape and whenever you returned it was still in 

good shape? 

Veteran: Yeah.  Any time there’s a war going, the economy’s in good shape. 

 

Interviewer: Did you receive any benefits from this war? 

Veteran: Well, I had $10,000 in life insurance that I kept for a number of years, and then I 

finally dropped it because I was paying for it.  When I went into the insurance 

business, I just dropped it and wrote my own life insurance. 

 

Interviewer: So the government didn’t pay you any money afterwards? 

Veteran: I did get some severance pay—I can’t remember how much it was.  It was a few 

hundred dollars, but not a whole lot, and that’s all the benefits.  As far as that’s 

concerned, I could still go to a V.A. hospital, because I’m a veteran, and so that’s 

a benefit.  I’ve never used it, because I wouldn’t care to go to a V.A. hospital. 

 

Interviewer: But you still have that advantage? 

Veteran: I could—yeah. 

 

{TAPE CUT OFF—END OF INTERVIEW} 


