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Veteran: ALBRIGHT, Charles 

Service Branch: ARMY 

Interviewer: Guest, Michael 

Date of Interview: April 13, 2001 

Date of Transcription: February 22, 2003 

Transcriptionist: Terry Moore 

 

Highlights of Service: Korea, Sergeant-1st Class, Topographical Engineer- 

 Road Construction 
 

 

Important Note:  The quality of this tape was extremely poor.  The majority of the interview 

was garbled and almost totally impossible to understand. 

 

 

Interviewer: Where were you born? 

Veteran: Goose Creek-Baytown, Texas 

 

Interviewer: Were you drafted or did you enlist? 

Veteran: No, I enlisted in the Army shortly after my eighteenth birthday. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you stationed? 

Veteran: I took my basic in Fort Delmar, Virginia, with specialty training in Fort Delmar. 

 

Interviewer: Do you agree or disagree with the decision the United States made to go to 

Korea. 

Veteran: I agree with it. 

 

Interviewer: How old were you when you enlisted? 

Veteran: 18. 

 

Interviewer: What was your rank? 

Veteran: Sergeant-1st Class. 

 

Interviewer: What was your job? 
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Veteran: I was topographical engineer in the first half, and all back in the Korean War I 

was a field officer and a surveyor and an observation dispatcher. 

Interviewer: Did you experience anything like you expected? 

Veteran: Yeah, it was about what I expected—particularly in the liberation of South Korea. 

 

Interviewer: Do you have any specific memories of your training? 

Veteran: I got my specialty training overseas, and was assigned to the 69th Engineering 

Topographical Company in Seoul, Korea.  I was there for two years.  We had one 

interesting experience on an assignment for the National Geographic Society.  It 

lasted for about three months, and we set up a base camp and photographed the 

different suns for the National Geographic Society.  That was real interesting.  

Other than that, we surveyed different roads that we built while we were in South 

Korea.  I wasn’t involved in it, but we had one team that went all over South 

Korea evaluating all the bridges as far as weight, which later it proved very 

helpful.  War broke out, and they helped us in making the roads.  

 

Interviewer: How long were you in the service? 

Veteran: The first time I was in three years, and then when I got called back in 1950, I 

served nine months training recruits and setting up field artillery camps. 

 

Interviewer: I heard that you {can’t understand rest of question} 

Veteran: I was happy.  We started withdrawing out of South Korea liberating their forces, 

and shortly thereafter, the war really ended.  No, I didn’t go back.  The nine 

months I was called back in was all spent in Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and then in 

Camp Polk, Louisiana. 

 

Interviewer: Was life different for you when you got back home? 

Veteran: Not really.  Just had a break in it, and picked right back up. 

 

Interviewer: {Can’t understand question} 

Veteran: I think everybody should go into the service.  

 

{TAPE CUT OFF—END OF INTERVIEW} 


