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{Tape begins with interview in progress.} 

 

Veteran: …4077 MASH.  After I left boot camp, we were living in tents exactly like the 

MASH unit.  We had a tent camp that we built exactly like that.  This was after 

boot camp.  During boot camp, we lived in Quonset huts—the round-shaped 

buildings that had a round roof, and it was really neat. 

 

Interviewer: Were you in school before you went off to the military? 

Veteran: I quit.  I let my buddy talk me into going into the service so we could get our 

obligation AND education at the same time.  Little did we know that we were 

going to get separated right after boot camp, so we didn’t continue on the 

schooling part, because I got sent overseas, and he stayed over here in the United 

States. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you sent off to? 

Veteran: I was sent to Okinawa.  When we first got there I had no idea what to expect, but 

once I got there, it was pretty much like being here.  They had a lot of new cars 

running around as taxicabs and a lot of Chrysler products.  That was almost all 

they had.  It was just like any little town, but I didn’t know what to expect.  It was 

completely different. 

 

Interviewer: Did you get mail in boot camp? 

Veteran: Oh, yes.  To anybody in the service, mail is a part of home, and everybody looked 

forward to getting it.  When they don’t, they go into some deep thoughts or off by 
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themselves, because they feel like people have abandoned them.  It’s very 

important to get mail, and I did look forward to getting mail. 

 

Interviewer: What was reaction when you left? 

Veteran: It was kind of hard, especially for my mom, but it was something at that time that 

needed to be done and had to be done.  There weren’t any problems at home, but 

I just wanted to get my obligation over with, and that’s the main reason we went. 

 

Interviewer: What was your background like before you went in? 

Veteran: We were still in school, so it’s much like you see on TV with kids going to 

dances and such, and then all of a sudden it’s cut short by your visit to the 

military.  And just like you see on TV, guys were fooling with cars and this kind 

of thing.  I had a little ’52 Chevrolet that everybody envied, and we had to leave 

all of that behind because we had to go see Uncle Sam. 

 

Interviewer: What were your job duties in the service? 

Veteran: When we first went in, we were all recruits, but then after boot camp they 

assigned you to different areas.  I was assigned to the infantry, so I was what they 

called a ‘ground pounder,’ and the first place they sent me to was Okinawa.  This 

is where I spent the first year and a half, still training.  One thing we did do was 

go aboard ships and fly onboad the helicopters, which is my favorite flight.  It’s 

just typical military training. 

 

Interviewer: What stories would you like to share about what you did for fun? 

Veteran: They had all the sports that there are all over, and we had all the facilities in the 

service that anybody would want.  They’ll take you from deep sea fishing to 

snorkeling, to whatever, because they have the facilities over there.   

 

Interviewer: What were your surroundings like and other job duties around you? 

Veteran: Again I’ll point out, just like you see on TV, everybody’s doing something 

different, only in this case it was real life.  Everybody just did their job, and we 

bared with whatever we had to do, which was just training.  We were getting 

ready for any action if it came about. 
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Interviewer: What kind of exercises did you do? 

Veteran: All the physical fitness exercises—calisthenics is what they called them—and 

just different things. 

 

Interviewer: Did you practice routine missions? 

Veteran: No, not very often because we had our own medics, and they did that part of it.  

Everybody just did their job. 

 

Interviewer: Do you regret any of the actions you took while you were away? 

Veteran: No.  Like I said, I enjoyed it.  The regretting, a lot of it pertains to the person as 

an individual.  When an individual has a job to do and he does it, he doesn’t get 

into trouble.  When a person regrets what they have to do, it’s because they didn’t 

want to do it in the first place.  Some people don’t like to take orders before it 

does become a regret that “I did this,” or “I did that.”  That’s just a copout, 

though, because they don’t want to work.  If everybody pulls their load like 

they’re supposed to, it’s just like a baseball team—it takes the whole team to 

win—not just one person.  If that one person doesn’t want to play ball, he’s out!  

In the service, they have a place for you when you don’t want to obey orders—

it’s called the brig, which is the same as jail.  I personally still enjoy the Marine 

Corps, even though I left it in 1956.  I think it and live it every day up to now, so 

I don’t regret anything.  Not where they sent me or anything else, because it was 

part of their job, and we had a duty to perform to keep our country safe.  To keep 

anything from coming over here, we have to go over there.  That’s why it’s 

important when a person joins the service to make up your mind that you do want 

to go, because if you don’t want to go you might as well stay home, because 

you’re gonna wind up in the brig.  Any time you spend in the brig, whether it’s a 

month, six months, or a year—when your time is up for a discharge you have to 

spend that time in the service…no matter how long it is.  You still have to pay it 

back to Uncle Sam, because he’s not going to give you anything.  Some people 

like the service, some don’t.  Some people can take it, some can’t.  It’s just as 

simple as that. 
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Interviewer: What was your rank in the military? 

Veteran: I got promoted to a corporal the first year I was there.  The second year I was 

there, I was promoted to sergeant.  We had gone into the Philippines, which was 

one of the locations we would visit quite often, and go on helicopter training until 

one time they had an uprising.  We thought we were going to go into combat, 

which was then and is now Indonesia.  I heard not long ago that they’re starting 

something over there.  We coasted off the coast of Borneo, and our ships were 

just waiting and going around in circles.  I still thank the Lord that nothing came 

and we didn’t have to go into combat.  It’s not an easy thing to go into combat, 

because you have a lot to think about.  I know there’s a lot of guys who did go 

into combat, and a lot of them are reluctant to talk about it.  I don’t mind, because 

I didn’t go, but I’ve seen a lot of guys that went.  I realize that it takes a lot out of 

a person to go into combat and come out sane, because it’s not your every day 

thing that you go into.  In combat, you’re dodging bullets and all that kind of 

stuff.  The guys in Desert Storm did a tremendous job, and their’s was an 

electronic war.  The Star Wars type that was from a distance, which is wonderful 

because they don’t have to be on the line.  They don’t have to be exposed unless 

their job calls for it.  Some jobs call for the guys to go in in small numbers or 

parties where they have to be the first in there to observe and let the guys behind 

know what’s going on.  Those are the guys that really have a hard job. 

 

Interviewer: What were the helicopter rides like? 

Veteran: The helicopter is a beautiful tool.  It is something that everybody needs to ride so 

they can appreciate it.  It’s real smooth and like an airplane, just a lot slower, and 

you get to appreciate what’s under when you fly over it.  You can see what the 

birds see.  It’s really neat. 

 

Interviewer: What time in the morning did ya’ll get up? 

Veteran: That depends.  Sometimes we’d get up at four, sometimes at five, and I think the 

latest was about five-thirty, so we could have a full day of training or whatever 

we were going to do.  Everybody had a routine and their schedule.  Then, you’d 
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have to run about five miles before you’d get to eat chow, so by the time you 

have breakfast you’re hungry, and that’s what they want.  They don’t want you to 

overly eat and overly get big.  This is why they exercise and train so much.  But 

everybody has their different schedules, you know. 

 

Interviewer: Describe basic training through your eyes—your routine, etc. 

Veteran: Before Korea, we didn’t have TV to speak to or of.  Now, they’ll show on TV 

everything that’s going on, and that’s why I keep referring back to the TV, 

because it is a tool itself of knowledge.  You can travel the world without being 

there.  What they show on TV is ‘there.’  Everybody had their own things to do, 

and it’s neat to think of it that way. 

 

Interviewer: Did you gain any skills in the service that you can use today? 

Veteran: In my M.O.S., which was infantryman, we didn’t learn any skills, so to speak.  

The skills you learned from being like an engineer, those people that make 

bridges, they have more of a broad specter to choose from as far as learning 

abilities to pick up a trade, or whatever.  We were just trained to fight—that was 

it.   

 

Interviewer: Did ya’ll build boats or cars or anything? 

Veteran: No.  Again I’ll say that the motor pool was the only thing that tinkered with cars 

and trucks, because that was their job.  We didn’t have any of our personal stuff 

with us, so whatever they had us to do, that was what we’d do.  The only guys 

that had that kind of training or had anything to do with it was in the motor pool.  

Like I said, everybody had their different jobs to do. 

 

Interviewer: So that was a separate area? 

Veteran: Yeah, that was a different area.  We were just the fighters and were mainly 

training to be out in the field. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel like those in the military now are your brothers and sisters? 

Veteran: Yes.  I respect the people that are in right now and those that are out.  We are all 

brothers and sisters.  It’s all a part of an organization that is made up of men and 
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women that are sacrificing to keep our country free in more ways than one.  Free 

from any hostile situations, except for the terrorists.  You don’t know where 

they’re gonna be.  But as far as any uprising or any war coming over here to the 

United States, this is why we go over there, wherever it’s at, to keep our people 

free.  We haven’t been through any kind of combat situation here like people in 

Yugoslavia.  They’re going through hell right now.  It hurts me to this day to see 

any of our personnel wounded or captured or anything else.  It just does 

something to me. 

 

Interviewer: How far did get in school? 

Veteran: I got up to the eleventh grade—not far from graduating.  We didn’t think we 

knew everything, but we just wanted to get the obligation and our education over 

with.  I don’t regret having left, because you learn through life itself.  Life is an 

experience.  I later did get my G.E.D.  I don’t know what I’d be doing right now 

if I hadn’t picked that one day to leave.  I might be six foot under.  I have learned 

quite a bit about how to survive and how to do things differently.  Doing things 

for yourself is something a lot of people wish they could do, but they can’t.   

 

Interviewer: What kind of education did you get in the military? 

Veteran: We went to G.E.D. school, and after I came out, I wasn’t out too long, then I 

started going to school to learn what I’m doing now.  In 1961, I started Durham 

College in Houston to learn to be a heating and air conditioning contractor.  Since 

1962, I’ve been in this field, and the service had a lot to do with it, because it 

calls for discipline.  When you’re going through college, it requires a lot of 

discipline and a lot of thought, and you have to like what you’re doing.  If you 

don’t, you might as well not be there.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my job since 

1962, and I’m still doing it because I love to work with people.  If I didn’t like to 

do it, I’d probably be digging ditches somewhere or doing something else.  And 

another thing, personal appearance is very important to me.  When you come up 

to somebody and meet them for the first time, if you look like a bum, that’s how 

they’re going to remember you.  If you look neat, that’s how they’re gonna 

remember you.  Personal hygiene is very important in the service, and that’s one 

of the things they grind into you.  And if they caught a guy who hadn’t showered, 
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they’d be given a G.I. shower with a G.I. brush.  Guys would gang up on them 

and take them in the shower, just like in high school, and scrub them with scrub 

brushes.  Nobody wants to be around a person who doesn’t care about 

themselves, and we had several of them like that.  Some guys didn’t even know 

how to take a bath when they went into boot camp—I’m very serious.  They even 

give you a class on how to take a bath from top to bottom.  Some of those guys 

from the ‘sticks,’ a lot of them didn’t have running water or shoes until they went 

into the service.  Now, we’re talking about the 50s and 60s, and it was hard for 

them.  Some of them had never seen so much water running like they did in the 

shower when a lot of guys were showering.   

 

Interviewer: Are there any other stories you’d like to tell?  What were ya’ll’s birthdays like? 

Veteran: It was just another day.  I just want to say to all these youngsters that want to go 

into the service, the service is the best place for a young man or a young lady to 

get experience.  If you’re tired of just staring at a blank wall and not knowing 

what you want to do, join the service if you can.  It will open your mind 

immeasurably.  It beats getting into trouble.  You go into the service, you don’t 

get into trouble if you know you want to be there.  If you make up your mind to 

do what they tell you and just follow the law, in other words.  Experience life; 

don’t just throw it away, because any day or week or any month that you just 

waste doing nothing, you cannot replace it.  Just think about that, because we 

don’t have any time to lose.  You have to do something constructive and useful 

every day.  Don’t just blow your day off watching TV or whatever, which is fine 

in some cases if you’re crippled or can’t get out, but if you want to go into the 

service, that’s one of the best avenues of, not escape—because you’re not going 

to escape from anything—but as far as knowledge, it’s one of the best ways to 

gain it.  You’re doing something for yourself and doing something for your 

country.  Everybody looks up to a person in uniform, because they know what 

they’re going through.  There’s a lot of veterans that I know—because you go to 

these parades and see the floats and all these guys in Vietnam uniforms—they 

can’t forget it.  That was one of the worst wars we’ve ever been in.  Luckily, I 

didn’t have to go—I just missed it by a few years—but I don’t think I got left out.  

I had already served my time when Vietnam came in, but those guys are still 
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remembering the past because they’re still living it.  They’re wearing the 

uniforms and everything to this day.  The wars are never forgotten because 

somebody lost somewhere, and that’s what really hurts.  You young kids need to 

do something positive for yourself and for your family. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


