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It was April3, 1944, when 19 year old Oswald Harmon decided to join the U.S. Navy. He had graduated from 
highschool and went one year at LeeCollegewhileworkingatarubberplantcompany. The enlistment took place 
in Houston, Texas, where he was given a series of tests. I twas seven to nine months before Oswald knew he was 
accepted. 

After being accepted he was sent on a train to San Diego, California, where he would be trained at Camp 
Shumaker. There he was trained in the routes of the ship from signaling to endless days of parking a large ship 
on the beach (ashore). After a three week training session, he was assigned to the U.S.S. Allendale as a signaler. 

The U.S.S. Allendale, like other navy ships, came into the service as a specialist, specifically trained and fitted 
for a special job--amphibious warfare, otherwise known as the "backbone of invasion." Her amphibious operation 
was in Okinawa, yet she had also been busy transporting troops across the Pacific from the states up to the 
Philippines from New Guinea. Mr. Harmon enjoyed liberties most of all during these trips. He said, ''I'm a 
historian, a sight-seeker." On the ship, his time was spent in the crows nest lookingoutfor his and his fellow ships 
signaling with Morris Code if there was any danger ahead. He watched many suicide planes crashing into other 
ships. When not on duty, Mr. Oswald spent time reading the Baytown Sun and other papers sent by his mother. 
He also spent time cleaning the deck and other parts of the ship. 

Consider punishment for discipline. There were no real problems with officers or other sailors. Mr. Harmon 
recalled a situation of a man shooting a rifle at a suicide plane and another being put in a straight-jacket for 
possessionof marijuana. But he was never really involved with anything to be punished for. 

This interview was a very good learning experience. To dream or try to understand the past is quite 
intriguing. But to hear real stories makes you realize that the war between the United States and Japan was real. 
There were real people that I knew. They were there to fight for our country. Ordinary, everyday people ready 
to live or die for their country. 
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