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Interviewer: Today is November 16, 2004, and I’m with Jeffrey Gill.  Jeff, what first got you 

interested in the military? 

Veteran: My parents didn’t have the money to put me into school, as far as college goes to 

succeed, and so I had to figure out something to help me pay for school, which 

was the military. 

 

Interviewer: How did you decide on what branch to serve? 

Veteran: I went to the recruiters that were located in Baytown, and I started with the 

Marines.  Really wasn’t interested because of their attitude toward me.  The 

Army guys didn’t seem very bright, and I never was interested in going into the 

Navy because of the fact that they live on the water, so the Air Force was the 

place to go. 

 

Interviewer: How’d the Marines treat you? 

Veteran: Rudely.  Yeah, they were just a little too hard-core for me. 

 

Interviewer: How was your basic training? 

Veteran: Basic training was six weeks long, and it was easy actually once you understood 

that it was a mind game the whole time.  The physical aspects of it were real easy.  

All they really did was teach us how to march and military protocol, as far as rank 

structure and everything. 

 

Interviewer: What was your most and least memorable moment of basic training? 
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Veteran: During PT, we were running two and a half miles, and a guy had a stroke from 

drinking too much water.  It wasn’t a lack of water…it was too much water, and 

he lost the use of the right side of his body, the last time I heard, for a few weeks.   

 

Interviewer: So he got his job back? 

Veteran: No, he got kicked out on a medical discharge. 

 

Interviewer: And your least memorable moment? 

Veteran: The medical exam…bend over and cough kind of thing.  {Laughter}  That was 

horrible. 

 

Interviewer: What was your job? 

Veteran: My career field that I signed up for was 2SOX1, which was supply, but my job 

within the Air Force was a hazmat technician.  We did all the OSHA, EPA 

standards. 

 

Interviewer: How long did it take you to move up in the rank structure? 

Veteran: I made staff sergeant my second test, which is E-5.  That’s the first time you’re 

able to test in the Air Force to make rank.  Everything else is time structured.  It 

took me about four and a half to five years to get my first rank.  From E-1, which 

is airman basic, is six months.  From that, it’s a year and a half until you get 

airman first class, which is E-3.  E-1 to E-2 is six months; E-2 to E-3 is a year and 

a half; and from your third year you get senior airman, which is E-4. 

 

Interviewer: You just automatically get E-4. 

Veteran: Yeah, it’s given to you.  Time and grade is basically how they do that. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you stationed at? 

Veteran: My first duty station was Lubbock, Texas.  I got there June ’95, and I was there 

until June ’97.  From there I went to Korea for one year and seven hours—I 

counted.  From there I went to Boston, and I was there for the rest of my tour. 
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Interviewer: Any wartime? 

Veteran: When the USS Cole was attacked in the Persian Gulf, we went on high alert, and 

I was given a gun and put in a Humvee—that’s about it.  I was fully armed with 

an M-16 and an M-9. 

 

Interviewer: Your least memorable moment in your military career? 

Veteran: Getting my sergeant stripes.  My two best friends at the time tacked me on.  In the 

Air Force we don’t get pinned, so they basically tape the stripes to your arm, and 

then they proceed to punch you to make sure that they stay, but because of how 

big my friends were and how hard they hit me, it was no longer allowed after I 

got tacked on.  I was the last one on that base to ever get tacked. 

 

Interviewer: And your least memorable moment? 

Veteran: Probably a couple of my friends getting kicked out for drug use.  It was pretty 

intense sitting in court and trying to support them, but what can you say. 

 

Interviewer: How were the Americans received or treated overseas? 

Veteran: When I was in Korea, it was different with the Air Force because we were always 

in one spot, meaning that we were, I guess, the regulars as far as what the people 

always saw—the shopkeepers and all that stuff.  So we were always treated with 

respect, and we treated them with respect for the most part.  But there were some 

instances where what they used to call the communist sympathists—the southern 

Koreans—didn’t like us because they perceived us as the typical capitalist 

mentality.  For the most part, I was treated with a lot of respect.  Even when I was 

in Saudi Arabia, the Arab people—the Muslims—for the most part treated us 

with a lot of respect. 

 

Interviewer: How did 9-11 change the military?  Weren’t you in at that time? 

Veteran: Yeah.  I got out about six or seven months later.  Being in the Air Force, 

obviously we were a lot more laid back—rank structure, and everything, more 

than the other branches.  Everybody else got a lot more uptight, just because we 

were stationed in Boston, and that’s where all of that stuff went down, and it 

opened our eyes to the possibility of actually going to war, and dying and killing. 
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Interviewer: When we go to our field training, everybody just wanted it to get over after a 

month in the field, but after that happened, everybody was like much more 

serious. 

Veteran: Yeah, you started paying attention to how to put on chem gear.  How fast can you 

do it effectively?   

 

Interviewer: Last question.  Would you do it over again? 

Veteran: If the situations in my life had differed, like say my parents had the money to put 

me in college, no, only because now I feel that being the older college student 

that I am, I’m behind.  But at the same time, the experiences that I had in there, I 

wouldn’t be what I am now.  I had a great time—coaching volleyball, playing 

volleyball on competitive teams, and stuff.  Traveling the country doing that.  

Going to Korea and experiencing that, going to Saudi Arabia and experiencing 

that.  Overall, I’d say yeah, but if the finances had been there, I wouldn’t have 

gone in. 

 

Interviewer: But you would do it again. 

Veteran: Yeah, and I probably would have stayed in. 

 

Interviewer: I might have stayed in longer, but I was with a lot of butt holes.  

Veteran: Yeah.  People that made rank that shouldn’t have made rank—that was hard to 

deal with. 

 

Interviewer: Alright, Jeff, thanks for the interview.  Is there anything else you want to add? 

Veteran: The question you asked about the most memorable experience in basic training, I 

guess you’d call this the least memorable experience.  One guy wanted to get out 

so bad that he insisted on proclaiming his homosexuality, which he wasn’t 

because he was married and everything else.  But he insisted on walking around 

the dormitory for about a day and half straight completely naked, so that was kind 

of hard to deal with.  He ended up getting beat up a couple of times, because he 

would sit down next to people purposely to instigate situations to where he ended 

up getting discharged for basically failure to adapt.  That’s about it. 
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Interviewer: OK.  Thanks. 

 

{TAPE STOPPED—END OF INTERVIEW} 


