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This is Jim Maroney interviewing Mrs. Laurene Douglas in 1976. !V!rs. Douglas, 
perhaps you can start off by telling us when you came to Baytown, and something 
about your background before that time, vihat brought you to Baytown? 

LD: I came to Baytown as a bride in 1937. Prior to that I had gone to school 
in hieh school in Houston and had gone to Rice University and had taught school 
for two years in Houston, 

JMr What did your husband do? 

LD: He was with Exxon, well Humble, 

JM: The refinery pretty much dominated the city's economic life at that time, 
did it not? 

LD: I suppose so. I am not sure that my interest laid in that way too much, 
but at that time it was Goose Creek, Baytown, and Pelly, Baytown, as far as I 
know, was the only place that people out of this state or even out of this area 
had ever heard of and that, of course, was due to the refinery. The refinery 
brought people from all over the country, whcih, had it not been here, it would 
have stopped some of the early settlers and their families, probably. 

JM: At that time, how difficult was it to get to Baytown from Houston? 

LD: It wasn't bad, In fact, I think I'd rather have driving like it was then. 
It was probably paralelling the freeway now. It was a two lane road, but the 
traffic was less streneous and the people didn't travel as fast as they do now. 

JMa Did you come to Baytown from Houston by going out Market Street? 

LD: I guess so. You would come from Houston and go out Wayside Dr,, if I'm 
not mistaken, and then get on what we.s Market Street. 

JM1 Do you think then, that it wasn't that much more of a journey thqn now? 

LD: I liked it better. I don't like all of this fast driving, Too much lane 
changing, 

JM: The tunnel then was not open at that time, It was built around 1950? Is that 
about right? 

LD1 I am not really sure, but it was sometime after I came here. 

JM: There was only a ferry across the water way at that time? 

LD: Yes, 

JM1 What was Baytown like at that time? How would you say that it differs from 
today? 

LD: I don •t know that it has changed a great deal in many ways, There are more 
people here, We have built more schools. Lee College has grown tremendously 
since then. We had the community house which was probably a center of entertainment 
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at that time. I don't think it was too long after I came here that the Civic 
Music Association was started, and they brought some fairly good programs here. 
I don't remember the date, but at one time we had the Knife and Fork Club here. 
The first year it was very good because the national organization supplemented 
so that we could get better people, but after that I think that it began to fall 
off. But we enjoyed it while it lasted, 

JM: What kind of organization was that? The Knife and Fork Club? 

LD: It•s a dinner club where they have speakers. They have one in Houston 
but they bring better speakers than we had. They did get people who are rather 
famous in their particular field. 'P. Walter HC,.rfkle, the former rector for this 
church {Trinity Episcopal) used to be the toastmaster for that too, 

JM: The Community House, did you call it? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: Did they sponsor a lot of social activites? 

LD: Yes. They used to have dances there and they had a library there at one 
time, 

JM: Was that before the county library? 

LD: They had a county library here which at that time was located at the Citizen's 
National Bank. 

JM: Then the Community House was run by the refinery, right? 

LD& Yes. 

JM: Did they organize a lot of social functions because there wasn't much else 
to do? 

LD: I don't know if that was the reason, because even then, I think it is still 
true today, that so much of your social entertainment is done with smaller groups 
rather than with large gatherings, 

JMt Did they have regular activities? 

LD: Yes, as far as I remember, they had committees that probably planned out 
the various activities, 

JM: Well, I suppose that was quite popular with the people in Baytown? 

L'Dt Yes. 

JM: What other kind of activities woul~'there was much more I presume of a job, 
that people probably wouldn't drive into Houston as readily as they do now for 
an evenings entertainment. What did people do in the late 30's in Baytown? 

LDz I think people drove into Houston about as much then for entertainment as 
they do now, We played bridge, had get togethers, watched TV when that came into 
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being, when they were having something of great interest like National Conventions, 
For air-conditioning, for those of us who lived down on the bay, it was cooler 
out there than it was in town. We would all sit out in the yeard in the evenings 
until the mosquitoes ran us in, That was a big sport, 

JMa The houses were much better suited for ventilation in those days before we 
all had central air conditioning, 

LD: That•s right, Houses then were composed of mostly windows, 

JM: Right, To take advantaee of the draft and breezes like off the bay. 

I have heard a lot of people talk about remembering with fondness the radio 
as oppossed to TV. How do you feel about thJ.s? Do you think the radio maybe 
played a larger part in the social life than the TV w1 th people then? 

LDt I don't know about that, because unless it was something of interest to 
everybody, I don't think that people playing bridge turned on the radio or that 
they turned on the TV, Some people, I think maybe, have become more addicted 
to the TV than ever to the radio, 

JM: We now see some people commenting about TV, Often they complain that it 
has killed reading as a past time where you never really heard that kind of complaint 
against the radio, 

LD: That may be true, I think that largely the children in school tend to 
watch TV, if they are allowed to, more than they read, which is tragic. I for 
one, and I know a lot of other people who feel the same way, I choose to read 
in the evenings more frequently than I choose to listen to the TV. 

JM: You say you came to Baytown in 1937. What were the effects of the Depression 
at this time in Baytown and in the surrounding areas? How bad was it at that time? 

LD: That I don't really know. In fact, I thought that the Depression was over 
maybe Qy then. I just don't know. Even though my family did go through it, I 
never realized much of the effects of it. I was in college at the time. 

JM: Well certainly the people that worked for the companies like this were well 
off in that they had pretty secure jobs and they didn't like you said, see some 
of the things that other people had that were not afftaated with more of a regular 
job, 

You said you taught school? How did you get into teaching? Did you plan on 
teaching all the time and at what level did you teach? 

LD: Well, I guess the reason I went into teaching was my mother thought that 
was the only occupation a young lady should have, At the time I was going to 
Rice, they had only two courses in education which would not give me a teachers 
certificate, I had to go to the University of Houston in the summer to get 
enough education courses to get my certificate, I taught in Houston for two years 
then I came down here and I didn't teach again until 1961. 
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JM: You taught for how many years in Baytown before you stopped? 

LD: I never did teach in Baytown until 1961. 

JM: I see. You taught two years in Houston and you did not teach when you 
first came here. That must have been kind of an interesting experience. Did 
you find that it was different teaching in the 1960•s as oppossed to the first 
two years that you taught? 

LD: Perhaps when I first taught, I had more of the confidence of youth than 
I now have, I am pretty sure that when I went back to teaching in 1961, that 
I was more afraid than any of the young teachers just out of college. 

JM: What level did you teach? 

LDr I taught in junior high school, 

JM: Junior high. I have often heard that's the most frightening group to teach. 

LD: I dbn't much think so. Those children may have their problems, but in 
senior high, then their problems are probably a lot more difficult, 

JM: Did you feel that the children of the 1960's were more aggressive, more 
informed or any other differences that you noticed? 

LDr I don't know that they were more informed. Perhaps on TV, by watching 
television they might learn more than a child prior to that would have learned 
but maybe not always the things that you would want a child of that age to learn. 
I know that the generation in which a child grows up causes them to be aggressive 
or nonaggressive, I think, It just depends on the individual. 

JMr I understand, Mrs. Douglas, that you are one of the veterans of Hurricane 
Carla in 1961, Perhaps you could tell us about your remembrances. 

LD: Well, it was just a big surprise because we had had hurricanes before and 
when we bought our lot out in Brownwood, we were told by the old timers that that 
land had never been under water, Not even in the 1900 storm, So, of course, we 
built our home out there in perfect confidence and really enjoyed living 
there, We did have a few hurncanes that never did effect where we lived. 

Then I suppose the land began to sink because after a period of years some of 
the houses around in that area would get flooded out. Then comes Carla and little 
did we expect that it would do what it did, We were evacuated and went into 
Houston, However, I left in perfect confidence that nothing could happen to 
our house except the roof might blow off, if the wind got strong, We moved every
thing downstairs that we wanted to keep and as it turned out the other way, when we 
got back it was almost unbeleivable that while we were in Houston we had heard 
nothing about what was happening in Baytown and when we got·back it was sort of 
unbelievable that it could have happened, 

Everybody out there really went to work to rebuild, The people in the community 
were very nice and helpful, We managed to get through it. Most of us really didn't 

care to continue living out there. 

JM: What street did you live on? 
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JM: lfle lived on Bayshore Dr., on the water. 

JMr Could you be a little more specific about the destruction of your house? 
How high was the water? 

LDr I guess the water got up to about 6 ft. in the house and it stayed there 
for quite a few days and what caused as much damage as anything was the fact 
that the water was full of chemicals and oil, That wasn't very good for your 
furniture. We didn't have much of anything. When we first went into the house, 
we went into the living room and we didn't see the piano and I said, my goodness 
that a lot of people must have been coming out here and looting the area, Well, 
the piano was found outside and it was broken to pieces and for several weeks 
after that we would find pieces of silver out in the yard. Of course, we were 
<ifays thankful when we did find something, but I think most of us after we did 
lose some things of material value, were saddened more by the loss of such things 
as pictures, and maybe some furniture, pieces of china or glassware that we had 
had for a long time that had sentimental value, The rest of it, you know, you 
could get along without it, and it could be replaced. But is was things like 
that that really didn't have so much monetary value that most of us seemed to 
m:!.ss more than anything, 

JM: Since there was some difficulty with the insurance settlements, because 
that was something new, I know that is not a topic of discussion, but what kind 
of comments can you make on that? What kind of situation did you face? 

LDr It was sort of interesting. I really never had handled any kind of business 
before, I was really green and I suppose I still am, but my husband had been dead 
about six months and I had'insurance with a good company and my insurance agent 
was a swell person, just great, was real patient with me. I wasn't very satisfied 
with the first offer I got, so I told him and he sent me another adjuster. Well, 
he went up a little bit more and I still wasn't satisfied and I think on my third 
adjuster they gave me a check and when I got the check I thought, you know, I 
ought to be getting more than this and I didn't cash it, I didn't have the nerve 
to go back to my insurance agent again, so I wrote the president of the company, 
He sent another man down and my i~surance agent said that he had never seen anything 
like it, Well, I didn't get anything like what I lost, but I got it up again 
and I thought then I had better not try anymore, I had better take what I could get, 

JM: Like you said, the insurance now, of course, you can get government sponsored 
insurance, but like you said, I guess a lot of people felt that the things that 
they really missed the most were their photographs and their mementoes that they 
could not replace, 

This kind of experience, of course, you learn something about the community, I 
guess, in which you live. You mentioned something about the people living out 
there all kind of pitched in. What about the community in general? 

LDr They did too, Your friends would come out and you just never saw some of 
the work that they would do for you. They would gather up your good china, 
your crystal, everything that wasn't broken, People would take it and sterilize it, 
put it throught thier dishwasher and stack it away and keep it until you had a 
place to go, One of my daughter's friends came home from college one weekend from 
Austin just precisely to do what she could do to help me. My daughter was 
too far away. 

Just little things, not litt things like that, but big things like that let you know 
that people are really great. One of my friends kept my younger daughter and me 
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for two wee:ks until we could find a place to 11 ve. She was in high school 
and I was busy trying to see to this and that and this friend of ours cooked 
for us, she washed our clothes, she just waited on us hand and foot, When 
people do things like that for you, of course, you feel like that there is never 
any way that you can repay them, I guess that the best way is to pass it on to 
someone else when they need it, 

JM: I think that someone mentioned to me that some of the community, like 
some of the banks pershaps, were very generous in giving very low cost loans 
to some of the people. 

LD: They did, but I had planned to sell my house and I was keeping it until 
after the summer was over and, in fact, had planned to put it on the market 
the week after the hurricane hit, I did put it on the market, but I never did 
fix my house up. I was fortunate enough to just sell it like it was. 

JM: Well, thank you very much, I enjoyed it. 

LD: Your welcome, 

JM: I think as I explained to you before, copies will be made of these tapes 
and they will be available for researchers in the future, 

LD: Your going to need someone who knows a lot more than I do, 

JM: Well, just reminiscences of people about such things as Hurricane Carla 
will be of interest •. 


