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Mrs. Winston:  Today is December the 7
th
 1966, an unseasonably warm, sunshiny pre-

Christmas day in Abilene, Texas.  I’m Dorothy Winston interviewing Mr. Joe 

Williamson, who has been selected by the Taylor County Legal Secretaries Association 

to talk about the service clubs of Abilene and their contribution to the growth and 

development of the community.  Mr. Williamson, how many service clubs are there in 

Abilene at this time? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Six at the present time. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  And what are they? 

 

Mr. Williamson: The Rotary, Optimist, Exchange, Jaycees, and the Kiwanis. 

 

Mrs. Winston: And didn’t you leave out one? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  The Lions.  And the Lions.  

 

Mrs. Winston:  That’s right.  (Both laugh.) Can you think of any that have had an 

organization here, but any now, for some reason, inactive. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  The only one that I can think of is the Boosters Club at one time. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Yes, that was a long time ago.  

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston:   And they actually organized into another club, which we’ll discuss again 

a little later. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Yes, yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Let’s name some of the clubs and some of the men that used to be either 

charter members or early members of them.  Which one would you like to start with? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  We’ll start at the Rotary Club, who had some –L. A. Grimes was one of 

the early charter members, Manley Hanks, Hollis Manly, Jim Stinson, C. J. Whitten, 
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Herman McDaniel, C.R. Pennington, E.R. McDaniel, C.C. Chenoweth, Walter Jerod (?), 

Bill Blakely, Roscoe Blankenship, H. M. Harrison. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Well, then I notice Mr. French Roberson’s name is on here too.  I don’t 

know how early a member he was and W. K. Jennings and J. B. Collins.  I believe that 

Mr. Bill Blakeley wears a 45 year pin and that’s a long time for service, isn’t it?  When 

were they organized?  

 

Mr. Williamson: In February 26. 1926, and chartered with the international, March 27, 

1926.  

 

Mrs. Winston:  Do you happen to know what their particular service or projects are? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  They have a service of helping the school children and college students 

go to school and do quite a bit of other services in the way of service to organizations that 

need money for help.  

 

Mrs. Winston: I imagine most any of the service clubs have other services besides their 

pet projects, which they do annually, and maybe they are not the same every year, but 

they carry on with it.  What do you suppose their present membership is? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Present membership is 225. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  If they were organized in1926 that would make them about thirty years 

old this year.  Is that right? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  That’s right. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  And I suppose still going strong with all of their projects. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  They are one of the leading clubs in the town. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  They have a regular weekly luncheon.  Where do they have their 

luncheon? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  They meet Friday noon at the Windsor Hotel. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  At the Windsor Hotel.  I have the Optimist Club next on my list.  Can you 

tell us a little about them? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Yes, they were organized in April ’47 and have several charter 

members: Leon Stevenson; Litt Perry,; Ben Ritchey was the first president; A. W. Curtis; 

Shorty Larson; Curly Hayes; Ben Reese; and Brian Bradbury; Ha? Scoggin; Sid 

McKinney; and Jimmy Pardon with the present membership 48, but it has been as high as 

125. 
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Mrs. Winston: I notice L. G. Robbins, who is now a secretary of the club, wears a sixteen 

year pin. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  That’s correct. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  I believe that he told me that he has been secretary of the club for 12 years 

and was he… 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Correct.  He served one year as lieutenant governor and one year as 

president of the club. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  The Optimist Club has a very special project here in Abilene. What is 

that? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Their largest project is Boys Ranch and also State School aid and Boy 

Scouts, but the Boys Ranch comes first with the project supported by the sale of 

thousands of Christmas trees with the profit entirely turned over to the Boys Ranch. 

 

Mrs. Winston: I believe Mr. Ben Ritchey, who was the first president of the Optimist 

Club here, is also the director of Boys Ranch here and I’m sure that that’s one reason that 

that’s their pet project.   

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston: I don’t believe that the Optimist Club though is the only club in town that 

takes Boys Ranch for their project.  I believe maybe the Jaycees and some others aid in 

that. … 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston: But I believe the Optimist Club certainly started the work and carried on 

very well.  The Exchange Club here, do you know anything about the Exchange Club? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. They organized in 1926 and the service they render is, most lists of 

them, to promote Americanism and to participate in general local goodwill.  Some of the 

charter and early members were Grey Brown, John McQuinn, Cock? Grisham, Ed King, 

Bill Minter, Louis Hunter, A.M. Heinz, Guy McCarty, Sonny Bentley, Paul Hodge, J. D. 

Pier, Davis Scarborough, A. M.. Perkins.  

 

Mrs. Winston:  All those names seem to be very familiar to me. What is their present 

membership, do you know that? 

 

Mr. Williamson: About, approximately 75.    

 

Mrs. Winston:  I believe the Exchange Club has an award each year for the Man of the 

Year or the Woman of the Year in Abilene that they seem to think has done a very good 
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project and certainly a worthwhile one and they present this person at an annual banquet.  

Isn’t that right? 

 

Mr. Williamson: That’s correct. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Fine.  Let’s see, um. Let’s talk about the Jaycees a little bit.  When were 

they organized in Abilene? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  They were organized in April 19, ’41, affiliated with the United States 

Junior Chamber of Commerce.  It was, uh, this was a club that was organized from the 

old Booster Club of Abilene. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Oh, uh huh.  

 

Mr. Williamson:  Membership in this club is limited to men from 21 to 36 years of age.  

The service they render is to young men to change the world. – community development 

through leadership training.  They have several charter members or early members.  

There’s Elbert Hall, Bill Calloway, T.A. Milam, Clarence Solnick. 

 

Mrs. Winston: I believe Mr. Calloway was the first president and Mr. Hall was the first 

vice-president of that.  Wonder what their present membership is? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  At the present time, it is 130.  

 

Mrs. Winston:  That’s quite a few young men between 21 and 36 years of age.  They’re 

vigorous and can do things. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Usually at the time of 36, they then usually join some other club, who’ll 

take members as high as they’ll go. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Well, and then they also become members of the Abilene Chamber of 

Commerce and through committees do other work that they’ve learned how to do in the 

Junior Jaycee.  This old Booster Club that we were talking about a few minutes ago, I 

remember quite a few of those.  There was Harry Minor, and Don Waddington, and 

Grover Nelson, Eddie Cockrell, Ed Slaughter, Wally Akin, Ed Grisham, Jack Velski? , 

Leroy Bell, Newell Thompson, Clarence Solnick and really as I think about these names 

and hear them, it gives me a nostalgic vision of what Pine Street and Cypress Street used 

to look like because all of these men had businesses there and some of them have 

relocated, but some of them, of course, have, are still in there time-honored places.  Some 

projects of the Jaycee Club over the years, as I understand it, have been, oh, after the sale 

of the Christmas trees by the Optimist Club then the Jaycees would offer to pick up the 

Christmas trees after Christmas, thereby, keeping people from burning them or creating a 

fire hazard.  So about the first day of January or the second, they would pick up the 

Christmas trees on the corner.  They’d have Poll Tax sales, and March of Dimes 

blockades, and they sponsored a good deal of teenage sports – junior golf clubs, and 

things like that.  Is there anything else you’d like to comment about the Jaycee Club? 
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Mr. Williamson: Most of the members now, that are alive, are members of either Rotary, 

Lions, or Kiwanis Club.  I see several names there that belong to other organizations I 

know of.  

 

Mrs. Winston: Well, they do go on from Jaycees on to other work and perhaps, at times, 

do double duty. 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Let’s talk about the Kiwanis Club a little bit.  When were they organized? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  In January of 1921 and chartered in May of ‘21.  They have a present 

membership of 162. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Who were some of those older members or charter members? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Joe Smith has a 35 year pin showing he has been a member for 35 years.  

Doug Befree?, Homer Scott and Paul Scott, Sid Pace, Bob Haney, Bob Why, Wiley 

Caffee, and Hal Pender. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  And I believe I can order, add Judge W. R. Ely to that and Mr. E. N. 

Compere.   

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston: What are some of their projects or do you know? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  They usually do the same things as the other clubs, some kind of service 

to needy families. 

 

Mrs. Winston: And boys and girls work, I believe, most all of them do.  Can you think of 

what their pet project is every year for making money? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Pancakes. 

 

Mrs. Winston: The pancake supper. 

 

Mr. Williamson: The pancake supper.   

 

Mrs. Winston:  That’s a real annual event around here. 

 

Mr. Williamson: It’s a gold mine.  

 

Mrs. Winston: [Laughs] That’s the way they collect some of their money that they use in 

worthy projects.  I believe someone told me that this last year they sold 13,380 tickets for 
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the pancake supper and, of course, all of the proceeds of that go to underprivileged 

children of Abilene.  And, now then, there’s one other club.  Let’s talk about it. 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes, there is one good club [laughs] the Lion Club, the Abilene Lions 

Club.  It was organized in March and the first meeting in March the 23rd, 1917. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Well, just a moment now, before you go on and tell us about the Lions 

Club, are you a Lion? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Yes, yes I am. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  I thought you’d like to tell us that.  How long have you been a Lion? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Thirty-two years. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Are you a charter member? 

 

Mr. Williamson: No, unfortunately. 

 

Mrs. Winston: How were you approached then to becoming a Lion? 

 

Mr. Williamson: One of the members came to me and wanted to know if I would like to 

be a member.  And I, at that time, I had been approached by another organization, but I 

decided I’d rather be a Lion and I accepted. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Then you were pursued by other clubs for membership. 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  And you chose to be a Lion.  Well now then tell us a little bit about the 

details of the organization of the Lions Club in Abilene. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  The Abilene Lions Club was organized on March the 23
rd

, 1917 and 

met....the first meeting was at the Grace Hotel with 38 members present.  In October the 

8
th

 1917, Lions International was organized with 25 clubs in Dallas, Texas, Abilene being 

one of the charter members of the organization. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  I believe there’s a story about how the Rotary Club came here and tried to 

organize and that the Rotary Club organized first. 

 

Mr. Williamson:  The organizer of the Rotary Club came here and decided that Abilene 

was too small a town to handle a Rotary Club so he decided to try the Lions Club and he 

did organize Lions Club right at that time.  Be our Golden Anniversary.  We’ll be 50 

years old and at this time, we are going to have a real big party on March the 23
rd

 with 

International President Lindsey being here.   
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Mrs. Winston:  And some of those charter members now were who? 

 

Mr. Williamson: F. A. Mathis; J. M. Radford; O.A. Hale, Cyrus Ray; R. R. Glen; W. A 

Hallford; W. L. Beckham Jr; J. F. Handy; W. J. Fulwiler; Thomas Sayles; C. G. Whitten; 

Louis Montgomery; W. T. Stewart; Cross D. Payton, B. W. McCarty; E. Troy Compere; 

W. B. Hale: J. F. Morrison; George Finberg; R. F. Dooligan [?]; H. S. Helm; C. W. 

Herrin: D. T. Laughter; J. D. Maricle [?];  J. E. Hamlet;  M. B. Hanks; C. M. Tandy; John 

Price; Ortho Barber; E. M. Bynum; Guy Adkins; A. L. Clements [?]; Oscar Parker; Judge 

H. H. Tillett; J. B. Fagan; R.C. Lewis; S H. Garrison; and C. A. Bottel [?], Votte [?]. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  There are still signs in this town with lots of those names on them.  It’s 

interesting to hear them.  How long did you say that you have been a member of the 

Lions Club now? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Thirty-two years. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Have you held any offices in the local club? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Yes, I have been secretary and treasurer for twenty-eight years. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Just twenty-eight years, secretary and treasurer. 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Well, have you held any state or national offices? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Yes, I was cabinet secretary to the governor of the state. 

 

Mrs. Winston: How long? 

 

Mr. Williamson: That lasted one year. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Just one year.  I guess you didn’t have much time to be any other kind of 

an officer being the secretary and treasurer for twenty-eight years. [Laughs] 

 

Mr. Williamson: I combined my state secretary and my local secretary work together. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Do you have any trouble winning the election each year as secretary and 

treasurer of the Lions Club? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Well, I had one vote against me one time. 

 

Mrs. Winston: [Laughs].  What is the particular service of the Lions Club in Abilene? 
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Mr. Williamson:  Their main service is sight conservation and work with the blind, also 

with the crippled children, that is, that is a Texas project, which the Abilene club takes a 

great part in. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Where is that? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  That is at Kerrville, Texas, known as the Lions League for Crippled 

Children.  That’s one of the most outstanding services that any club, any service club has.  

Each year 720, at least 720, crippled children attend the camp for a two week training 

period at no cost to the child or his parents.  They are taught to care for themselves in 

many ways, including swimming, various arts and crafts. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  I still get a thrill every time I here someone say the phrase that concerns 

the crippled children’s camp at Kerrville, “A man never stands so straight as when he 

stoops to help a crippled child.”  Then that is the Texas project, all its own.  No other 

state… 

 

Mr. Williamson:  No other state. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  No other state takes part in Kerrville Camp for Crippled Children.  I 

believe they used this camp in the winter time for the... 

 

Mr. Williamson: For the blind, yes, for elderly people or grown people who become blind 

after, when they are up in age. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Is this blind program financed entirely by the Lions Club? 

 

Mr. Williamson: No, it’s assisted by the state. 

 

Mrs. Winston: The State of Texas? 

 

Mr. Williamson: Yes 

 

Mrs. Winston: But we do maintain it? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  Maintain the camp, the campgrounds and we have everything that the 

person could need there.  We have doctors, nurses, and, uh, counselors.  Nothing is 

spared.  We give them the best of everything. 

 

Mrs. Winston: Let’s look at a page from your book, I believe you have your secretary’s 

book here, and describe a few of the beneficiaries of the Lions Club service. 

 

Mr. Williamson: Well, we assist in, with, in monies , aid to all the organizations here, 

such as Salvation Army, the Red Cross, practically every organization in town that calls 

on us, we help. Besides our own glasses, we buy glasses for at least 20 children every 

year and are helped in this by the nurses in the schools, who tell us, let us know, who the 
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children are.  And at Christmas time, we buy clothing, as much as 1000 or 1500 dollars 

worth at a time.  Have for years. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Well, that certainly does, sounds like Abilene has benefited from the 

Lions Club contributions and I’m sure that not only the Lions Club, but every other 

service club in town does this sort of a thing every year and thereby having Abilene as a 

whole benefit by service clubs.  I should think being a faithful member of a service club 

would help a man to feel a special fulfillment in his civic duty in expressing his love and 

guardianship of all mankind.  Certainly Abilene is better off a thousand fold for having 

such clubs and such men at their helm.  And their work never stops and probably never 

will.  Do you know of any incident where Lions Club, Rotary Club, Kiwanis, Jaycees, 

Optimist, Exchange or any other service club have combined their efforts in one common 

cause for Abilene? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  The first one that I can remember, which was years ago, was the Rotary, 

Kiwanis, and Exchange clubs sponsored the development of Cobb Park after Mr. Cobb 

had given  the park to them.  This is according to a plaque you will find embedded in the 

sidewalk at the entrance.  At the present time, the Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions Club have 

erected highway signs entering, on all highways entering Abilene inviting travelers to 

visit Abilene and given the time and place of, uh, the meetings so that they can, if they 

are members of any club, they can attend. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  I am sure there are other incidents of where the clubs have actually done 

things together even though it was not advertised or probably recorded as such, but this is 

not a rivalry of clubs at all.  It is a, certainly a fraternity of clubs for Abilene for the 

benefit of Abilene.  You sound as if you are so proud to be a Lion and that’s the feeling I 

have, for I too am a Lion.  Most every club has someone to play the piano for them to 

sing.  Sometimes a member can perform this duty, but most clubs have a lady, who does 

this, and the club calls her their sweetheart.  I belong to the Cactus Lions Club of Abilene 

and truly enjoy every minute that I serve a service club.  Can you think of any other thing 

that we should record about the service clubs of Abilene and how they have contributed 

to the growth and development of the community? 

 

Mr. Williamson:  It looks to me as if all of the clubs have done a fine, an awful good job, 

and should be recognized there.  Of course, they all work together and we have never had 

any difficulty there and still we are doing almost the same thing in every place, except in 

the crippled children’s camp at Kerrville.  The other things are similar at all time. 

 

Mrs. Winston:  Well, if Abilene is just about 85 or 86 years old and there have been 

service clubs in Abilene for at least 50 of those years then certainly Abilene has benefited 

by this service.  Thank you Mr. Joe Williamson, a real Lion, for your report on service 

clubs in Abilene. 

 


