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VETERAN: JOSEPH A. BLANco

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: BRIAN CUMMINGS

Joseph A. Blanco is a man who, at the age of twenty-one, enlisted into the United States Army Air Corps in
January 1944. He was a sergeant in the 13th troop carrier squadron who joined in New York for no certain length
of time. Before Mr. Blanco joined the Army Air Corps, he had acquired the job title of an aircraft mechanic, which
in turn helped him in the Air Corps by familiarizing him with different types of aircraft.

While serving in the military, Blanco became an aircraft crewman. He was required to become part of a crew
on different types of aircraft, a C-47 and a C-46. These are both very large twin-engine planes that are capable of
moving large amounts of cargo and soldiers wounded during ground warfare. Blanco and the crew in which he
served did very little night flying. They awoke early in the morning and completed their journey across the Pacific
to delivery cargo and bring the wounded home.

I asked Mr. Blanco if he recalled the first time he had heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor and he replied,
"Yes, I remember that I was in New York at the time. It was Sunday afternoon and some friends and I were
bowling. We heard about the attack by word of mouth, but we were too young to actually realize the seriousness
of the event."

During World War II, there were slang words used at that particular time and also certain drawings or
phrases. He proceeded by saying, "I remember the word 'snafu,' which means a situation all fouled up. I can also
remember 'Kilroy,' the drawing of a little man peeking his head up above the ledge of a wall or bathroom stall."
He also explained that 'sadsacks' were what we now call nerds.

During the war, the plane that Blanco served on was shot several times, but was never actually shot down.
He explained to me and the crew that he served with usually had two types of days. The first type of day would
consist of early take-off, "5-6:00 a.m." The second type of day included such activities as ground maintenance and
K.P or guard duty.

After the war was over Mr. Blanco enlisted into a branch of the service that was not as harsh as the rest of the
service. He did not have to endure some of the pains and emotions of the soldiers who were not as fortunate as
he.

From the information that I have gathered about World War II, this war should be a good reminder to the
world not to engage in a fatal third world war.
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