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VETERAN: E. O. ZEAGLER

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER

INTERVIEWED By: JODY ZEAGLER

On April 7, 1993, 1 went to do my interview with E.O. Zeagler. As I began asking questions, I relaized that
he was unable to answer alot of them. His involvement with the war was in the States as an instructor, not on the
front lines, although he did give me a report of the highlights of the war and it was very interesting.

Mr. Zeagler was a Chief Warrant Officer and taught eight classes a day, five days per week, about the actual
aircraft. Some of the topics he taught were airframe, airfoils, engines, controls, electrical systems, instruments,
hydraulics, fuel systems, and radio. Of all the hundreds of students that passed through his classes, all came out
with scores of 100%.

After basic training, he taught inspection and maintenance at the bombardier school. Soldiers were trained
how to use the bombsite day and night. Graduates of the bombardier school went on to combat zones.

His other job was as Base Technical Inspector. He had 10 to 15 men as inspectors under him. They would
pull surprise inspections on certain aircraft. Mr. Zeagler would make reports of the inspections and send them
in. The aircraft on that base flew more than one hundred thousand hours per month without a major damage or
crash, which he said was all due to the inspection system used.

He tries to look back and remember most of the fond and comical memories that they had during the war.
He had some very interesting stories to tell, some I was able to print, and others I could not. But I was very glad
that I had the chance to sit and listen to someone who was there.

Q: Enlistment date and age?
A: September, 1940; 29 years old.

Q: Length of service?
A: 5 years, 2 months, and 27 days.

Q: Place of enlistment?
A: Houston, Texas.

Q: Previous occupation?
A: Building trades.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I saw that there could be a possible war and received good advice from a friend. My friend said if I wanted

to be in the best, to get into the Air Force.

Q: Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved?
A: I went to a station in Beaumont to talk to someone about joining, and was informed I had to go to Houston.

So I took the oath in a Houston post office.

Q: At the time, did you believe that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, because it was a big deal ... it was a war.

Q: Has your opinion of the WWII draft changed since then?
A: No.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: It was morning in San Angelo, and I heard it on the radio while teaching classes.
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Q: What was your reaction to the attack?
A: I felt a little numb at first, but I had a job to do so I kept on going. I wasn't really surprized that it happened,

just the way it happened, because the Japanese had just had talks with the U.S. and everything seemed to be
rosey!

Q: What were your initial reactions to entering military service?
A: I felt like someone had to do it, so I would be one of those who did. I was single at that time and wanted to

go into the Air Force.

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends.
A: I really didn't give much thought about family and friends, because I saw it as a job to be done.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Antonio.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: The basics (taught how to work together, etc.), because it was the beginning of the war.

Q: If you entered an officers training program, how were you selected for it?
A: I took two tests, each took all day long. It was a rumor that the test was a final exam from West Point, and

if you passed that, you were well trained and very educated. (It dealt with radio, weather, etc.)

Q: If you were ever in the Army Specialized Training Program, where did you attend?
A: I was in an Air Force Training Program and went to Aviation Air College.

Q: Did your training prepare you for your service in the states?
A: I was well prepared for my job, which was teaching other soldiers about the aircraft and other things.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Basic-Kelly Field, San Antonio; Goodfellow Field, San Angelo; Shanute Field, Illinois.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: They must have been pretty good, because we won. The bombsite had lots of knobs and you had to have a

lot of training in order to use it.

Q: Were they reliable?
A: Yes, it was the best equipment in the world.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: I thought they were the best in the world, also. I never went out on the front lines to fight, but from my

viewpoint in the states, they seemed to be good.

Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: It was not a problem for me, because I was in the states. I'm not sure about the men out fighting.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Some of the men were not quality leaders, but there were just as many who were really good leaders.

Q: Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership.
A: I believe that Montgomery was a good leader and that Eisenhower was a very poor leader. Once Eisenhower

sent some troops in to a beach of France knowing there would be mines. And sure enough he ordered his men
off ship and watched them blown to bits.
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Q: Who were the "real" leaders and officers--noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: Gen. Montgomery (England's officer), Gen. MacArthur, and Rommel (German N. African conflict) who was

nicknamed Desert Fox.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: I believe that it was strict and that it was good to be strict. It caused the men to learn and pay more attention.

Q: Please recount any particular punishments for breaches of discipline.
A: During classes, the men were made to sit straight up at attention all through class.

Q: What did you think about military courts and justice?
A: It was altogether a different law and system than regular court systems. There was an instance with a black

fellow and he went into town and got drunk. Then he grabbed a white woman, raped, and killed her. He was
convicted and sent to San Antonio jail.

Q: If there was any desertion in your unit, what caused it?
A: Occasionally there would be a few here and there, but it was usually people getting 3 or 4 day passes and just

showing up late. Usually because of transportation problems.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: The Officer's Club and another clubhouse for enlisted men had a dance floor, food, and drinks. And there

was a movie theater.

Q: What was your opinion of Special Services?
A: I wasn't involved in that much because I had more work than I had time.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the U.S.?
A: There were no civilian problems that I can recall. Everybody seemed to get along O.K. After Pearl Harbor,

I taught civilians some of the same classes that I was teaching the soldiers so that they would understand what
the base did.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: Beer and entertainment.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit?
A: No, it was not a problem. Of course people did drink, but not excessively.

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit?
A: No, not that I ever saw.

Q: Was there much gambling?
A: Not much, mostly innocent games.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: The Air Force song and "San Antonio Rose."

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: The cook was called "cookie."

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?

A: Not much religious discrimination but there was racial segregation with the black group.

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women?
A: Yes, quite frequently.
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Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: There were a set of twins who were in the service. One was killed, and it really caused a lot of problems with

the other brother for a long time. But they were finally able to help him overcome it and get back on track.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: On the radio there was a lady named "Tokyo Rose" who was constantly telling all kinds of false things to mess

up morale.

Q: What was your reaction to it?
A: I knew what she was doing and so did all of the other soldiers.

Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine, or radio coverage of the war?
A: The newspapers then covered things alot better than what they do now.

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others who experienced "shell shock" or psychological stress in
combat?

A: There were a few people that I barely knew that had suffered from shock. I was never able to really talk to
them or get to know everything.

Q: How well trained, well led and well armed did the enemy seem to be?
A: The Germans and Japs were well trained.

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people?
A: In my opinion, religion was a big cause of the war. The people were just like us--they really believed

something and were willing to fight for what they believed in.

Q: What was your opinion in August, 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I believed it was necessary because it was costing us lives and money.

Q: How, if at all, were your military skills or education transferable to civilian life?
A: I left it behind me entirely. I was an aircraft engineer, and after the war got a job with Humble in the refinery.

Q: Please describe the ease or difficulty with which you readapted to civilian life and the influence your overall
military experience had on that readjustment.

A: I adjusted back to civilian life just like I had adjusted going into the service.

Q: Before the war, had you graduated from high school, and if so, when?
A: Yes, from Pineland High in 1930.

Q: If you went to college or trade school under the G.I. Bill after the war, please name the school.
A: I took a few classes at Lee College and a couple of correspondence courses (mechanics, electricity).

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: It proved we could all come together and do something quick.
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