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VETERAN: Louis MILTON BELK

HIGHEST GRADE/RANK: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED BY: MICHAEL BRANNOM

World War II veteran Staff Sergeant Louis Belk, flew 27 missions over Germany. He participated in the
Normandy invasion. At the age of 68, he recounts the war.

Q: Time and place of enlistment?
A: At the age of 18 on December 7, 1942.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: I was a member of the Civilian Conservation Corps. We maintained the roads. I was also a U.S.O. club

volunteer.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I knew a girl on the Draft Board and she told me itwas my turn, so I decided to join so I could pick what service

I went into. I went to Temple City Hall and signed up.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, there was a lot of patriotism then, so that helped. We had been aiding England already, so the next step

was to declare our alliance. The draft was random, so there were no favorites except for the rich.

Q: What did you think about later wartime draft policies?
A: Necessary, but they may have kept me longer than I liked or was needed.

Q: Has your opinion of the 1940 draft changed since then?
A: No.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was in the C.C.C. We were stationed in some barracks in the mountains. We heard it on the radio. There

were 35 to 40 boys in the barracks. The lead officer grabbed some of the boys and went to the bridges for guard
duty against an enemy.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: Scared at first, then angry.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Wichita Falls, Pyote, and Langley Field, Texas.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Engine mechanics and operations, and first aid basic.

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: I was trained as a waist gunner and 3rd radio man.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: We were given R&R in August 1944 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Before our arrival, a tidal wave destroyed

everything. We were then moved to Amarillo. The B-29's had come in making the B-17's obsolete, soI became
an instructor in engine operations.
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Q: Why did you fight?
A: I felt that it was my duty; the aggression had to be stopped. In the battles, it was fight or die.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: They were good. Excellent for their time.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: Excellent. I was a farmboy, so anything I got was better than what I had.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Good.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: We were a family in the Air Corps. The leaders were with us, so they tried to keep us alive.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: The officers. They had more education. They were older and more experienced.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: We were disciplined unto ourselves. Our lives depended on obeying orders. The ground officers were hard

nosed. They stuck to the book. The air officers considered your feelings and backed you up if he believed
in it.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: U.S.O. clubs, drinking, people invited you over for dinner.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service.
A: 'Wild Blue Yonder, 'dirty little English ditties.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: Yes. Blacks weren't allowed in the Air Corps. They had their own group. They called themselves the Night

Flyers. They were the elite and had to be. Many took English girlfriends. The English and some Americans
didn't like that, and the blacks would have their throats cut by piano wire.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: Happy. I thought I was going to be a company carpenter. Then they tell me I'm to be a waist gunner.

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served?
A: They told us in England that the money was different and to watch your language because it could be

insulting.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: Good, but the English Land Army was overbearing.

Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit?
A: Only B.B.C. radio reports.

Q: Did you receive and read news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper?
A: Yes, Stars and Stripes.

Q: What did you think of them?
A: Good, but mostly propaganda.
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Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Great. The Air Force had better conditions than most.

Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: Excitement, little scary.

Q: What factors helped to improve morale?
A: The camaraderie; R&R; when landing, Red Cross had sandwiches; during the debriefing you got whisky.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: None.

Q: Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: On the first trip to Germany, the flak looked like you could walk on it. I had stuck some Hershey candy bars

in my pants legs and was stuck behind the waist gun. Over Germany the flak surrounded us but it wasn't
like it was real. Turbulence jarred me and a chocolate bar fell to the ground beside me. I decided finally to
pick it up after a few minutes. When I bent over, I heard a loud 'whomp!' overhead. Looking up, there was
a hole in the side of the plane where my head was. Then I knew it was real. An 88mm shell could have taken
my head off if I hadn't gotten that candy bar.

Q: Were you ever wounded?
A: No.

Q: Did you ever participate in cooperative operations with a sister service?
A: June 6, 1944 (D-Day), we flew lead plane ahead of the troops bombing everything.

Q: What was your opinion of the individual soldiers of the Allies?
A: We were better than them. We saved their hides.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: At first, we thought they were bastards. Later, when we were over Germany, a lone fighter pilot got close

enough to where we could see each other. He, like me, was only a young boy. Seconds later, his plane blew
up.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: We celebrated like everyone else.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: None.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I felt it was necessary.

Q: If you encountered Displaced Persons, from which countries or ethnic groups did they predominantly come?
A: Poland and Australia. They were well liked as individuals.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: It took me ten years to get my feet on the ground. I had no respect for anyone. I still had my death-wish

thinking. I still have nightmares.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: People with the same experiences. They understand what was happening then. The feelings were the same.
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Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: Americans are the most arrogant people. When we move into a country, we make them fit our patterns of
life. We expect them to conform to our ways. We have no respect for other cultures.

I have learned from this interview what a powerful thing war can become. It can change a nation overnight.
It can make the kindest man a killer. It can change the thinking of a whole race. We must be on guard against
such an elemental force. Give peace a chance.
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