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VETERAN: BLANCHE E. WEILER

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: 2ND LIEUTENANT

INTERVIEWED By: Missy THOMPSON

On November 6,1992, my life was changed. I visited Mrs. Blanche Weiler, a retired army nurse of World War
II. I learned about WWII from a perspective that I never thought possible. Our interview lasted four-and-a-half
hours, and during that time, Mrs. Weiler taught me more about the war than I ever learned in high school.

Mrs. Weiler had two different scrapbooks with articles discussing the war, awards she received, and the

accomplishments of other soldiers and generals during the early 1940s. The most interesting article told the frantic
tale of her being the only nurse on board to live through a horrible bombing by the British to a U.S. ship. She
graciously helped twenty-eight injured patients to safety before worrying about herself. Mrs. Weiler traveled all
over the world during those days from Paris to India to Egypt, and was married outside of Tunis. Unfortunately,
the marriage didn't last long. In spring of 1960, she married Lawrence Weiler. Lawrence and Blanche met in the
service, but had only been friends.

Blanche and her husband Lawrence have always been known for helping others. Especially during wartime,
she described her years in the military which took her to Africa then on to Italy, as a "moving MASH unit." She
swears her only purpose was to "save" the boys! Today the Weilers belong to many groups: Second Auxillary
Surgical Group, American College of Surgeons, Rock and Mineral Club, and helped create the Baytown Senior
Citizen's Club. Even though Blanche has helped many people in the past 30 years, she has never once expected
anything in return.

To my surpirse, I tragically discovered Mrs. Weiler is dying of lung cancer. She will start her treatment on

November 23, 1992. She didn't seem down or upset by this illness that had suddenly struck her life. As a matter
of fact, she was very positive about it. She felt that she had done her best here on earth and if is her turn to go,
then so be it.

Q: Enlistment date and age?
A: March 2, 1942, 25 years old.

Q: Length of service?
A: 3 years.

Q: Was your previous occupation useful to you?
A: Yes, I used my nursing experience to invent improvised equipment over there (example: bed pans were made

out of tin cans, etc.).

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: We studied current events in history class each week. From that I decided to do my patriotic duty to help "our"

boys.

Q: Describe the local enlistment process?
A: All voluntary.

Q: Did you feel the draft of 1940 was necessary?
A: Yes, I believed in the draft for everyone because during their teens, they need to learn to work with the rest

of the world.

Q: Describe the circumstrance in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.

A: I was wrapping Christmas presents and had fallen asleep in the living room with the radio on. As I awoke,

I heard Pearl Harbor was being bombed. Immediately, I sat down and wrote a letter of resignation to Visiting

Nurses and American Red Cross.
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Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: St. Lukes Hospital, Chicago, Illinois.

Q: What further training did you receive overseas?
A: All front line surgical training.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: William Beaumont General.

Q: How were the equipment, clothing, and rations you received?
A: With the little warning of Pearl Harbor that we had, the equipment was good and the food was G.I. food.

Q: What songs were popular?
A: Any of the music from the 30s and 40s.

Q: What military phrases were popular?
A: Kilroy signs saying "Kilroy was here."

Q: Did you note any ethnic or religious discrimination?
A: Many athiests turned to God.

Q: Did you read any Army news publications?
A: I read Stars and Stripes daily.

Q: How was morale in your unit?
A: Mail was excellent but we lived in tents and had to make the best of it.

Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: USO shows with Bob Hope and other celebreties.

Q: What propaganda did you see or hear?
A: "Lo-Ley-Marlene" often talked about loved ones who were at home cheating on soldiers--ALL GOSSIP!!

Q: Did you ever participate with a sister service?
A: We served with several British hospital ships.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops?
A: They required a lot of our patience and made us work harder.

Q: What were your reactions to VE Day?
A: OH WONDERFUL!! HOME-HOME!

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: I never used any gifts of the American people. I only served because I felt I should, not because I had to.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: I didn't speak of them until recently. Kept my feelings to myself--my own sister didn't even know. I believe

mainly God was the only one--he was there and he already knew the things that happened.

Q: What is your opinion about the books that have been written about WWII?
A: Many of them are accurate. One book, called Forward Surgery, printed by the Auxillary Group is used today

to train Emergency Corps personnel. I plan to donate it to the Lee College Library soon.
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Q: What did World War II teach you about Americans and America?
A: America and Americans are the best in the world. We have more freedom in living, speech, religion, and I

think the most loyal state in Texas. Best thing is we, as Americans, know how to pull together as one when
we need to.

I thoroughly enjoyed this interview with Mrs. Weiler. If only I could have brought those scrapbooks to share with
the class. It is true when they say a picture says a thousand words. The books were so old they had begun to fall
apart, but that made them even more meaningful to me. For as long as I live, I will never forget Mrs. Weiler. She
is an incredible lady and I hope she receives her time of recognition soon, because she deserves it!
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