
VETERAN: CHARLES ALVIN LOUPE

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: CORPORAL

INTERVIEWED BY: ERON BORDELON

Mr. Loupe wanted to join the Air Force when he was seventeen, buthewas too young and no one would accept
him. As soon as he turned eighteen, he was drafted after the Japanese surrendered. He enlisted on February 21,
1946, and served for thirteen months.

Q: Place of enlistment?
A: Beaumont, Texas.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: Oil field worker.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: In a high school classroom.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: SAAC Field, San Antonio.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Clerk.

Q: What was your reaction to fighting?
A: None, because I did not fight.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: They were great.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: They were fair.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: They did a great job.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: Noncoms. These men worked their way up through the ranks and had to use common sense.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: Moderate.

Q: What exactly was your job?
A: I mostly sat behind a desk and typed.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Played baseball and volleyball.
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Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: O.K.

Q: What helped your unit get through the war?
A: Post dances.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: They were well trained.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: Nothing. I never used it.

Q: Do you belong to any organizations?
A: American Legion.

Note: Mr. Loupe wanted to become a member of the VFW, but was denied. The reason being that his files were burned
when the building caught on fire where all the files were held.
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