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VETERAN: ARTHUR HARGIS LAMBERT

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: LIEUTENANT (SEABEES)

INTERVIEWED By: MINDI WILLIAMS

My grandfather is a World War II veteran. At 80 years old, he is a typical elderly man with snow white hair,
a pacemaker, and a very bad hearing problem. It is when you look beneath this exterior layer that you see a lot
more. He is extremely wise and has an excellent memory. I have heard many of his stories, and I love them all.
I had never heard about World War II before I did this interview. He gave many short answers with no
explanations, but I did learn that my grandfather is a strong person. He went to war for his country. I thought
he was drafted, but I was wrong; I had no idea that he went on his own. He was able to leave behind his family,
friends, a wife, and a job for what he believed in. I believe during World War II, men were much stronger than
they are today. People talked about how bad the men had it was during Desert Storm and how hard the war was
on them, but Desert Stormwas obviously nice compared to World War II. Mygrandfather did not join the reserves
after the war because he felt his job was done. He went to war to fight for his country, and that is exactly what
he did.

Q: Why did you join the service?
A: To help kick the pants off of Japan.

Q: At the time, did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Absolutely fair and certainly necessary.

Q: Has your opinion of the World War II draft changed since then? If so, how?
A: Absolutely not.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I heard it on the radio, like everybody back then.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: Like everyone esle; angry. The whole world was involved now.

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends.
A: It would be hard to say. I had to do it. I got a big party for going away and got drunk--they tried to get me

to get drunk, anyway.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Williamsburg, Virginia.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Civil Engineer Corps of the Navy.

Q: Were you trained in first aid, signalling, radio, or the use of any special equipment?
A: Took courses in all of it. It was necessary and required to learn all you could.

Q: If you entered an officer's training program, how were you selected for it.
A: I did because I had former experience in construction.

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: I worked out with the Marines.
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Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Gulfport, Mississippi; Rhode Island; Port Huemene, California.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: It was either fight or run.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: Real good weapons--excellent--shot 15 rounds of ammunition.

Q: Were they reliable?
A: I mean they were; they were lifesavers.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: Good. The equipment was good-not real good--but good since it was all they had. Clothing was good. Food

was rationed sometimes because the Japs sunk food ships.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Everybody was trained the same-it was up to you to be good or not. I only had 6 weeks of training. You had

to be the best you could be.

Q: Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership.
A: The leaders had a bunch of men to be responsible for, butwhen therewas a battle, it was every man for himself.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: Real good--strict. Orders were handed down one time and one time only.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: None--we worked all the time, even at night. Construction crews were always busy; we cleared land, built

airstrips and housing--no time for playing.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: Most didn't use it, just sent it home.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit?
A: Never knew of any drinking problems.

Q: Was drug use a problem in yout unit?
A: No, no sort of drug problem.

Q: Was there much gambling?
A: Yes, poker, shooting dice, cock fights were real popular.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: "Star Spangled Banner."

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: None you could put in print.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I was ready to go. I never thought any other way--ready to go.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn of your real destination?
A: I had an idea halfway there, about 8 or 9 days out of Pearl Harbor. I wasn't sure until then.
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Q: What was your port of embarkation?
A: Guadacanal.

Q: What information, if any, did the Navy give you about the countries in which you served?
A: We knew the fleet was out there.

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women?
A: No.

Q: Please describe any looting by soldiers of which you were aware.
A: After the invasion, taking hats and boots off dead soldiers and looking for gold and silver teeth.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Some men got homesick, but most stayed busy and just didn't think about it.

Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: It built up morale.

Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: Mail call was biggest, U.S.O. shows also--I saw Bob Hope and Jack Benny once.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: Every night at 9:00 we listened to Tokyo Rose--we were all gonna get killed!

Q: What was your reaction to it?
A: It was entertainment--we got a big kick out of it.

Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper or radio war correspondents?
A: Yes, Ernie Pyle--I saw him. He operated with Marines on the front line and was killed on Okinawa.

Q: Did you receive and read Army news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper?
A: Yes, we got Stars and Stripes.

Q: What did you think of them?
A: It was good information--stuff that had already happened, but we read them anyway.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action?
A: Yes, against the Japanese at Guadalcanal, Tarawa, the Marshall Islands and Guam in 1945. I never got to

Okinawa.

Q: What were you thinking and experiencing at the time?
A: Nothing but hard work, survival, and home.

Q: Please describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: We dug foxholes to stay in and had to get as low as we possibly could.

Q: If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the circumstances.
A: Yes, I got a piece of hot iron in my hip and it burned me real bad--left a bad scar. I had to go to Marines' first

aid tent and get doctored every morning.

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others who experienced "shell shock" or psychological stress in
combat?

A: No one I knew.
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Q: How effective was medical care at the front and behind the lines?
A: There was no medical care; Marines had first aid and we had to go there.

Q: Do you still suffer any effects resulting from your wounds?
A: Just a very big scar, that's all.

Q: Did you ever participate in cooperative operations with a sister service?
A: Yes, we worked with the Navy and Marines. We were C.B.'s (Constructions Battalions).

Q: What were your opinions of the individual soldiers of our Allies?
A: They did a good job in Europe--there were none in the Pacific.

Q: What their opinion of U.S. forces?
A: They were "tops"--the best.

Q: Please describe a "typical" day in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines.
A: Busy building pontoons, getting ready for the next invasion, always trying to be prepared.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops?
A: Very poor fighters. They all got killed, so they had to have been poor fighters. The Marines were the best in

the world.

Q: How well-trained and well-armed did they seem to be?
A: At first, they had "rattle-trap" weapons, then they got 31 caliber weapons, which were real good.

Q: How effective were their weapons?
A: They hit you, but were poor marksmen.

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people?
A: I thought of them as pigs and still have the same opinion.

Q: What was your reaction and that of your unit to V.E. Day?
A: I was overseas, but knew it wouldn't be long until the war was over.

Q: Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: All we knew was the U.S. had a "secret" weapon to hit Japan with.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomib Bomb?
A: It was the best thing that ever happened--we should've used more of them!

Q: Has that opinion since changed?
A: Not to this day at all.

Q: How were local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers?
A: We saw alot of them in the Philippines, but didn't pay much attention to them. Had no contact with them.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: 6 campaign ribbons (Good Conduct, Expert Rifleman, Civil Presidential Citiation).

Q: In your opinion, were awards and decorations distributed fairly?
A: Overall, I think so. Many got Purple Hearts that did not deserve them.
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Q: Please describe your welcome home to the United States.
A: We went out and celebrated after we landed in Seattle. We ordered a huge steak dinner and couldn't eat it

because my stomach was too small, so I got drunk instead!

Q: How long did you remain in the service after the end of hostilities?
A: From October 14 until December 1--the least amount I could.

Q: Why did you choose to leave the service?
A: I had all I wanted. I did my duty and was ready to get out.

Q: When and where were you discharged?
A: Capt Hitchcock near Galveston, December 1, 1945.

Q: What did you do after your discharge?
A: Went to work for myself, building houses.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I had no expectations. I just wanted to get used to living a normal life again.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: Somebody in the Construction Batallion. I was in the C.B.'s and proud of it.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: It taught me that America could prepare for war overnight, and it made me proud to be an Amercan.
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