
VETERAN: CARL ROGERS

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: CORPORAL

INTERVIEWED By: RYAN LOPEZ

Carl H. Rogers was a Baytown native working for Shell Oil Company in 1942. Fresh out of Robert E. Lee High
School, Carl was married on July 24,1942, and a new life was now beginning until that uncertain day in December
came. Rogers received his summons to military service on December 29, 1942, and with feelings of uncertainty
and fear he left his new found wife, family, and friends in January of 1943.

Before departing for overseas, Carl trained in Fort Sam Houston in Texas, Camp Sibert in Alabama, and finally
in Indian Town Camp in Pennsylvania where he joined the 3rd Armored Division tank outfit. Once in Europe
he performed the duties of surgical technician, which consisted of aiding front line casualties, aside from his other
duty as tank operator.

His first location of duty took him to England. From there he went to Omaha Beach during the Normandy
invasion, then to Belgium, Germany, the Rhineland, and other parts of Central Europe. His unit was, in fact, one
of the first to storm Omaha Beach during the D-Day invasion. Carl's participation in actual combat didn't end with
the Normandy invasion, but also took him to the Battle of the Bulge.

His actual realization of the result of war, however, occurred on the first night when his unit was located in
France. While wandering away from camp, Carl stumbled upon a dead German soldier and in despair for human
life, he knelt down wrapping his arms around the enemy as he wept.

During his three years of European occupation, Rogers took part in severe combat where he saw literally
hundreds of soldiers killed before his very eyes. He received a Bronze Star and Purple Heart for his service in
Europe. His Purple Heart was awarded after he was struck in the back and the leg when his unit was under shall
fire. The Bronze Star came beforehand when his unit was cut off from the main battalion in the town of Hotten,
Belgium. An ambulance carrying injured G.I.'s came under fire from a German ambush. Rogers single-handedly
drug all five injured soldiers back to camp one by one through a ditch while under the threat of German fire. He
remained in Europe for two months after the end of the war and returned to the United States making stops in
New York and New Jersey before finally being dispatched to a camp north of Tyler, Texas, where he was
discharged on October 31,1945. Rogers then hitchhiked back to Baytown where he was reunited with his bridge.
He returned to Shell just a few days after his arrival and remained there until his retirement in 1984.
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