
FRANK CAMPBELL (SEABEES)

INTERVIEWED By: JASON ANDERSON

Frank Campbell, a lifetime Baytonian, served four years in the Navy. Enlisting in the late summer of 1942,
Frank was only nineteen years old when he went to Rhode Island for boot camp. He was in the 31st Battalion of
the Seabees and specialized in gunnery. Campbell also trained in weapons equipment, survival, and spoke
Japanese and German.

Campbell had a horrifying time in the Navy. Although he was dedicated to fight for his country, he was still
very scared. He really doesn't like discussing his experiences in the war, and I can understand why. Campbell
still has terrible nightmares about the war. I tried to put myself in his position. He really told me a lot about the
war that I had never heard before, and I found it exciting to get to talk to someone that had fought in World War
II.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: It was horrifying. I was going to attend church that day and heard it on the radio.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: I felt it was my part to serve anyway I could. It was an honor and a privilege to serve. Good or bad, it was

a reality.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: Moderate-had to be strict. You couldn't go and get Mommy and Daddy. You had to make your own

decisions and follow people that were ahead and trust them. It was a necessary effort that had to be done.
Otherwise the country would have been overthrown.

Q: Did you receive and read news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper?
A: I read everything I could get my hands on. I liked to know the news. They were the best and truest news you

could have.

Q: What forms of recreation or entertainment did you enjoy?
A: Playing baseball and football or going to listen to our favorite band play "Star Dust."

Q: Describe a typical day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A: There was so much anxiety for all of us. If you were on that island, you were involved.

Q: Describe a typical day when your unit was not committed to the front lines.
A: We had to take care of the gear and make things as ready as possible. You never knew when you were going

to move out. Sometimes for two or three weeks we never even pulled our clothes or shoes off and could even
go three or four weeks without taking a bath. Most joyful!

Q: Describe your "welcome home" to the United States.
A: So joyous that words cannot even convey your thoughts. Wonderful dream come true.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I came home and opened up a restaurant (Brown's Cafe) here in Baytown. It helped me get my mind off the

war.
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