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VETERAN: J. B. BOWDEN

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: 2ND CLAss PETTY OFFICER

INTERVIEWED By: RYAN GARNETT

At 22 years of age, J. B. Bowden took a major step in his life when he enlisted in the Navy in Dallas, Texas,
on January 14, 1943. He served three years, one month and fifteen days.

I picked this man because he is by step-grandfather, and I knew he wouldn't mind sharing some of his
emotional memories with me. I received a deep impression of some very emotional times. It seemed to me that
this was a time in his life where he had to pull himself together and find the courage to enlist. I think he was a
brave man that was there for his country before they had to call on him.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: I was a painter. It was useful because I became a civil service painter of naval supplies in San Antonio at

Dumas Field.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I joined on my own because I knew I was going to be drafted. If I was drafted, I couldn't have been a petty

officer, which I wanted to be.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I felt it was fair because they needed people, although a lot of us volunteered.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was bird hunting, and when I came in I heard it on the radio.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: I was surprised and shocked.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: I trained at Williamsburg, Virginia in Camp Perry.

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: I didn't receive any training. All we did was work from dawn until dusk.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: I was stationed at Camp Perry and Camp Parks in California.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: The weapons were very efficient, and I was impressed with their performance.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: The supplies were short, but what we received was good.

Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: If we would have had enough, they would have been plenty adequate, but we were short of supplies.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: As a whole it was good; occasionally there was a chief warrant officer or lieutenant that was tough.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: The chief petty officer was a real leader, because he took orders that were passed down and actually got

involved in the orders physically.
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Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: It was strict enough that no one questioned the orders that were given.

Q: What did you think about military courts and justice?
A: I felt they were strict but effective.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: We went to a recreation gym. It had games and movies and occasionally we had a baseball game.

Q: What materials, if any, did you read in your leisure time?
A: We read anything that came through. We read alot.

Q: How adequate was medical care?
A: It was very adequate. They took excellent care of us.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: I sent most of mine home; other soldiers gambled with their pay.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: Yes, we played every card and dice game thinkable.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: We listened to the Andrews Sisters, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, and Glenn Miller.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: "S.O.S." means hash on toast, and "Blow it out your scivies (shorts)."

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No, I didn't notice; everyone was segregated.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: It was a job I had to do. I didn't question it.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: We didn't know anything until we got there.

Q: Please identify your embarkation.
A: Camp Parks, California; Transport-Tishi Dana; Port of Arrival-Manus-Admiralty Islands; Way of Travel-

Ship.

Q: What information, if any, did the Navy give you about the countries in which you served?
A: They warned us about the climate and coral reefs and coral snakes.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: They called every American "Joe." We traded with them and got along just fine.

Q: Did you receive and read news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper?
A: Yes, they had something like a newsletter-type bulletin that was passed throughout the ship. It was good and

very accurate.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where, when, and against whom?
A: No, all we did was paint bulldozers, planes, tanks and concrete mixers.

World War II Veteran Interviews202



Vk. S. A14VV

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: We just had to bear it. We all were homesick, but we didn't let that get in the way of our job.

Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: We just looked forward to the end of the war. Also, letters from home helped.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: We heard the Tokyo Rose. We didn't believe what she said, though.

Q: What was your opinion of the individual soldiers of our Allies?
A: I never came in contact with them.

Q: What was their opinion of the U.S. forces?
A: I heard they thought we were strong and well equipped.

Q: Describe a "typical day."
A: We painted all day and had a 30-minute dinner break. This was seven days a week.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: We thought the Japanese were dangerous and that they were sick for their suicide plane crashes.

Q: Were you ever a prisoner of war?
A: No.

Q: Did you ever capture any enemy prisoners?
A: No.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: We were overjoyed and went crazy.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: I knew it was devastating and could cause a tremendous amount of damage.

Q: How were the local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers?
A: They were treated good.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: I think it is a good thing. It's helped out alot and gives good opportunity.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I just wanted to go to work and pick up where I left off in my life.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: It taught me to be proud that I am American!!
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